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a  assssa 


■■■« 


History  has  been  confidered  as  «<  Philorophy  teaching  by 
example;"  and  Biography,  ahhough  it  affefts  lefi dignity,  and 
afpbfcs  to  le&  diftindiou,  may  fairly  lay  claim  tp  a  fimilar  defini- 
tion. While  the  former  indulges  in  fublime  fpeculations  inti- 
mately conneAed  with  the  happinels  and  the  mifery,  the  proTpe* 
rity  and  the  misfortunes  of  a  laige  portion  of  the  human  race,  it 
is  die  humbler,  yet  no  leis  ufefnl  proyince  of  the  latter  to  un- 
veil die  motives  and  the  aAkms,  the  adventures  and  the  pucfuits, 
the  merits  and  die  fingularities,  the  virtues  and  the  vices  of  a  few 
individuals.  The  one,  therefore,  being  occupied  with  the  deftiny 
of  nations, '  exhibits  lei&ms  for  ftatefmen  ;  but  it  is  the  peculiar 
advantage  of  the  other,  that  it  is  adapted  to  perfons  of  all  defcrip- 
tions. 

It  would  be  equally  vain  and  fuperfloous  to  enumerate  the 
benefits  refolting  itotn  a  fiiithful  and  impartial  record  of  the 
lives  of  remarkable  men.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  fomething 
is  {till  to  be  wifhed  for  in  refpe£t  to  General  Biography,  and  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  mention  the  names  of  feveral  en^inent 
perfons,  even  of  our  own  country,  of  whofe  career  fcarcely  a  trace 
K  to  be  found ;  while,  of  many  others,  curiodty  is  forced  to  be 
iatisfied  with  ^hat  can  be  gleaned  from  veiy  fganty  materials* 

\ 

In  fine,  a  proper  vehicle  has  hitherto  been  wanting :  for  the 
moft  obvious  and  important  occurrences,  if  not  communicated 
while  yet  recent,  foon  become  either  obliterated  by  time,  or  ob- 
fcured  by  tradition,  and  leave  only  a  few  mutilated  fadb,  or  un- 
cpnncfled  fragments,  for  the  information  of  the  future  narrator, 
and  die  regret  of  pc^erity. 
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Th«  French  and  Germans,  fully  aware  of  this,  and  at  the  fame 
time  confcious  of  the  many  advantages  refulting  from  Contempo- 
rary Biography f  or  memoirs  written  while  intelligence  may  be 
eafily  colIe£led,  evidence  examined,  and '  pipers  obtained,  have 
of  late  publijfhed  Annuql  Obituartesy  containing  all  the  particulars 
that  can  be  procured  relative  to  fuch  remarkable  characters  as 
may  have  died  within  the  preoeding  year.  It  would  be  unge- 
nerous to  omit,  that  it  is  upon  this  fcheme  the  prefent  volume 
is  prepared  for  the  prefs  \  but  it  may  be  here  neceflary,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  remark,  that  the  plan  has  been  extended,  fo  as  to  include 
Negle^ed  Biography^  under  the  general .  name  of  Necrology, 
a  Greek  compound,  which  has  been,  already  adopted  into  more 
than  one  languajj^e  on  the  continent,  and  it  is  hoped  will  not  be 
confidered  as  jmproperly  engrafted  on  our  own. 

It  is  infinitely  more  eafy  to  defcribe  the  importance  of,  than. 

to  difplay  the  talents  necefTary.  for,  an  undertaking,  calcvilated, 
like  the  prefent,  to  give  a  fuller  fcbpc  to  the  range.of  curioflty 
and  inftruiftion..  Of  all  the  various  requiiites  denmnded  for  con- 
dueling  fuch  a  work,  the  Editor  c«ip  boaft  only  of  induftry  and 
good  fortune.  The  iirft  has  enabled  him  to  colltQ.  many  cu* 
rious  particulars  which  might  have  otherwife  remained  for.  ever 
in  oblivion ;  and  in  confequence  of  the  fecond,  he  has  had  an 
opportunity,  partly  from  bis  own  knowledge  of  individuals,  and 
partly  in  confeqoenceof  the  hbe^^ii  ai&Aance  of  others*,  to 
detail  a  variety  of  interefting  fads  j  nor  has  recourie  to  books 

*  The  following;  articlea  hare  been  contributed  by  various  correfpondents,  vie. 

Mr.  Bakewelly  M.  Benda. 

...   Bnice,  The  Count  dcHertzbcrg, 

. . .    Dupuy,  Mr.  Venn. 

• . .   M^llmann^  Df«  Farmer, 

Dr.  Kippis,  Mr.  Mafon,  and 

M.  Keubauer,  Mrs.  Woolftonecraft. 

Some  importaA^  communicattoos  have  been  deferred  until  anoihtr  opportunity^ 
and  among  thefe,.  it  would  be  uncandid  not  to  particularife  a  variety  of  incereftjng 
papers  by  a  nobleman  (the  ear)  of  Buchao)i  who  has  on  many  occafions  evinced  his 
atuchment  to  the  caufe  of  literature.  '  • 
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been  wanting,  when  they  could  afford  information,  or  fupply  de- 
ficiencies of  any  kind. 

Many  important  papers,  never  before  fubmitted .  to  public 
iofpedion^  arc  interfperfed  with  the  memoirs ;  and  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  remark,  that  either  in  the  text,  or  at  the  bottom 
of  the  page,  of  feveral  of  the  foreign  articles,  w^iU  b^' found  the 
tcnns  of  art,  and  fcientific  expreflions,  exactly  tran(cri(>ed  from 
the  language  in  which  they  were  firfl;  writtefi.  The  a^vj^Q^aget 
refdlting  from  this^niode  are  n^anifeft,  aS  it  flenders  a  refctaiorto 
the  original  unneceflary,  and  enables' the  ft-ilful  reader  to*  detc& 
oDy  error  that  may  have  occurred  in  tli^  tranflation; 

A  copious  Index  will  be  found  at  the  end,  and  a  ChrcHbOiIiP- 
giaH  and  Alphabetical  Table  at  the  beginning  of  tb**  Vohwtffe. 
The  firftand  lift  are- calculated  to  afford  facility  of  refeeficel  a'^d 
the  fecohd  is  intended  to  fupply  fome  necellary  dates  which  .were 
not  at  fir(i  afcertained  with  fu£5clent  exa£inefs.  >   . 

As  this  Work  is  intended  to  be  continued  annually, 'the  Editot 
cameftly  folicits  the  aiSftance  of  all  fuch  as  may  be  delirous'to 
co-operate  in  fo  ufeful  and  important  an  undertalcings  ^ 

- 

Lofidan,  Nov.  1799. 
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THEODORE-STEPHEN, 

KIHG     OF    CORtICA;    BAKOM     OF     NBWHOFF    AND    ETZIH  j 

OEAHDEB    OF    IPAIH ;    PEER    OF    FRANCS;    BAKOK 

OF  TUB  HOLT  ROMAN  BMPtRE,   &C.  2cC.  &C. 

The  misfortune*  of  men,  either  exalted  by  birth,  or  eminent 
on  xoconnt  of  ftatton,  have  always  excited  a  generous  com- 
paiGioa ;  and  if  the  fall  from  a  throne  be  cftimated  by  the  lawt 
which  reflate  dtfetnding  ioeSes,  the  percuffion  mull  be  truly 
dreadful.  The  fate  of  Dionyfiut  11.  banHbed  from  hit  native 
coaDtry,  and  reduced  to  the  humble  fitnation  of  a  fchoolmafter 
at  Corinth,  it  ^miliar  to  erery  claffical  mind,  in  cbnfequence 
of  its  bdng  one  of  the  moft  iingular  incidents  in  ancient  hiftory ; 
but  \m  perfonal  Uberty  was  ftill  fecured  "  to  the  tyrant  of  Sy- 
ncsfe,"  and,  according  to  itit  greateA  of  the  Roman  orators, 
his  &Toimte  propenfity  was  amply  gratified  in  his  new  employ- 
ment, by  being  fo&red  to  exchange  the  ferula  for  the  foeptre, 
and  domineer  over  children,  when  he  could  no  loogs  oxmife 
his  injufiiee  lowaids  men. 
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In  our  own  times,  however^  a  ftill  more  difaftrous  cvetit 
took  place  in  the  perfon  of  Theodora  I. ;  a  legitimate  king, 
whofe  title  to  a  crown  was  founded  on  the  lame  bafis  as  that  on 
which  the  illuftrious  houfe  of  Brunfwlck  laid  claim  to  the 
throne  of  thefe  rcahns.  This  prince  (pent  the  liattcr  part  of  his 
cxiftence  in  the  deeped  diftrefs :  he  was  condemned  to  live  and 
to  die  in  exile ;  he  was  expofed  to  wretchednefs,  and  even  to 
want ;  he  was  confined,  for  a  paltry  debt,  within  pne  of  the  jails 
of  the  metropolis  of  a  nation  famed  for  its  munificence ;  he 
expired  in  a  miferable  lodging,  and  was  buried  by  the  compaf- 
fionating  hand  of  charity ! 

In  fimilar  cafes,  (bme  friendly  court,  fome  fovereign  in  al- 
liance, fome  royal  bofom  replete  with  fympathy,  has  ufuallyheld 
out  fuccour  and  aflidance  to  unfortunate  kings.  James  II.  was 
indebted  to  the  generofity  of  Louis  XIV.  for  a  princely  retreat 
on  the  banks  of  the  Seine.  Staniilaus  Lecziniky  had  a  royal 
palace  affigned  him  in  the  capital  of  Lorrsdne.  Staniflaus 
AuguHus  lately  uttered  his  laft  (igh  amidfl:  the  trophies  of 
barbarian  fplendour,  in  the  capital  of  Ruifia.  One  relative 
of  Louis  XVI.  at  this  moment  receives  fupport  and  proteftioi> 
from  the  emperor  Paul ;  and  another  enjoys  fecurity  at  Icail^ 
in  the  ancient  refidence  of.  the  Scottifti  fovereigns.  But  no 
brother-monarch  took  pity  on  the  unhappy  king  of  Corfica : 
his  neceffities  were  provided  for,  his  eyes  were  clofcd,  and  his 
memory  is  now  attempted  to  be  refcued  frota  oblivion,  by  ple- 
beian hands. 

Theodore-Stephen,  Boron  de  NcwhoflF  and  dc  Stein,  and 
afterwanb  Kin^'  of  Corfica,  derived  his  origin  from  an  illuttrious 
family  in  Weftphalia.  His  father,  Anthony  Baix>n  de.Nowirafi' 
and  de  Stein,  ranked^ high  among  the  nobility  of  the  county  of 
La  Maix:k  ^^  but  he  had  excited  the  Hatred  of  his  relations  by 
condefbending  to.ttiatty  the  amiable  daughter  of  a  rich  merchatit 
of  Vifieu.  This  connexion,  bctwceh  rank  on  one  .fide  and  wortli 
and  beauty,  on  the  other,  alio  drew  down  upon  himvthe  firom 
and  indigaation  of  a  haughty  nobility,  who  boafted  of  ibc 

*  Mtimoires  pour  fervir  a  I'biftoire  tk  Cvrze>  p.  89. 
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j-^itj  of  tbitr  bloody  which  they  never  contaminated  by  plebeian 
;illiancc8.  Deeming  it  prudent  to  emigrate,-  he  quitted  Ger- 
many, and  repaired  to  France,  where  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
be  proteded  by  the  duchefs  of  Orleans,  to  whom  he  happened 
to  be  known.  In  confequence  of  fo  powerful  a  rftommenda- 
tioD,  he  was  admitted  into  the  fcrvicc  of  the  court,  and  at 
length  ^obtained  a  place  of  fome  confideration  in  Lorraine. 

Wliile  be.refided  at  Metz  bis  beloved  wife  produced  a  boy 
and  » girl:  the  firft  of  thefe,  the  fubjedt  of  the  prefent  me- 
moir, called  Theodore-Stephen,  was  horn  in  or  about  1696*;. 
the  fecond  was  called  Elizabeth.  The  baron  died  at  a  period 
when  his  offspring  wctc  too  young  to  regret  the  lofs  of  fo  good 
2  father;  and  of  his  widow,  who  probably  followed  him  foon 
after  to  the  grave,  we  have  no  further  account. 

The  duchefs  of  Orleans  compaflionating  the  (ituation  of 
thefe  orphans,  fent  for  and  brought  them  up  at  her  court. 
Young  Newhoff*  was  appointed  page  to  the  duke-regent ;  and 
his  lifter,  who  became  maid  of  honour  to  her  highnefs,  was  af- 
terwards married  to  the  count  de  Trevoux. 

The  boy,  at  an  early  period  of  life,  manifefted  a  pafTionate 
attachment  to  military  glory.  As  he  grew  up  he  applied  him* 
felf,  with  great  ardour,  to  the  ftudy  of  hiflory ;  but  his  fa* 
vonrite  author  was  Plutarch.  The  lives  of  the  illftflrious 
Greeks  and  Romans  afibrded  him  the  mofl  lively  pleafure,  and 
he  read  them  fo  often  that  he  at  lafl  got  them  by  h^art.  The 
continual  perufal  of  (b  many  brilliant  a£lions  made  fuch  a 
^eep  imprei&on,  that  he  was  infpired  with  an  irrefiflible  defire 
to  imitate  them :  in  fhort,  they  operated  like  the  trophies  of 
Miltiadcs  on  the  youthful  mind  of  Themiftocles. 

The  romantic  exploits  of  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden  had  filled. 
Eurspe  with  the  praifes  of  that   monarch,  and  became   the 
principal  fubjeS  of  converfation  during  the  period  to  which  wc 
sow  allude.     Young  Newhoff,  burning  to  participate  in  the 
{lory  of  this  prince,  left  France  and  entered  into  his  fervice. 

The  time  of  Tbcodort's  birth  it  oot  prcclfely  alcfrtained ;  the  above  <bte  it 
^3  on  the  aotboritf  of  the  late-  Lord  Oxford.  See  <<  chc  workt  of  Horatio  Waipole^" 
'^t  1798,  Vol.  i.  p.156.  . 


4  THS0D01tE-$T£PHEKy 

Under  fuch  a  mafter  he  foon  attained  a  confiderable  degree  of 
knowledge  in  the  ait  of  war,  and  on  all  occafions  exhibited  that 
indifference  for  exiftence  which  was  the  charafteridicof  his  hero. 

He  is  alfo  faid  to  have  diftlnguiflied  himfelf  early  in  life  by 
his  genius  and  capacity  for  public  affairs.  This,  at  length,  in- 
troduced him  to  the  notice  of  tift  celebrated  baron  de  Gortz, 
who  directed  all  the  political  concerns  of  the  Swedifh  cabinet.  By 
that  minifter  he  was  employed  in  feveral  difficult  fiegociations, 
and  acquitted  himfelf  to  his  entire  fatisfaAion,  He  is  reported 
to  have  been  difpatched  fecretly  into  Spain,  in  order  to  concert 
with  the  minifters  of  that  country  relative  to  the  beft  mode  of 
refloring  the  abdicated  branch  of  the  hoivfe  of  Stuart  to  the 
throne  of  their  anccftors.  Alberoni,  perceiving  the  promifp  of* 
great  talents  in  the  young  man,  conceived  an  attachment  to 
him*,  and  prefented  him  to  his  Catholic  Majefty,  who  re- 
ceived him  moft  gracioufly  ;  in  fliort,  he  left  Madrid  with  many 
xaarks  of  &vour  from  the  court. 

Soon  after  his  return  to  Sweden,  he  accompanied  the  baron 
de  Gortz  to  the  Hague,  whither  he  repaired  with  a  view  of 
bieing  nearo"  the  fcene  of  adion.  During  his  residence  there, 
Newhoff  was  fent  feveral  times  to  England,  with  difpatches 
and  private  meflages  from  Gortz  to  count  Gillenbourg,  at  that 
time  ambaflador  from  the  king  of  Sweden  to  the  court  of  St. 
James*#  He  is  even  faid  to  have  had  feveral  conferences  with 
the  leaders  of  the  jacobite  party.  The  plot,  as  is  well  known, 
was  at  length  difcovered  and  fruftrated.  The  count  de  Gillen- 
bourg, notwithftanding  his  diplomatic  diaraf^er,  was  arrefted 
under  pretext  of  his  having  confpired  againft  the  prince  to  whom 
he  was  fent  on  mifTion.  NewhofF,  however,  had  the  good 
fortune  to  ef<^ape  to  Holland  ;  but  even  that  country  afforded  no 
profped  of  Ibfety,  as  the  States  General,  in  confequence  of 
proceedings  that  have  been  finc^  considered  as  trenching  on  the 
law  of  nations^  caufed  the  barOn  de  Gortz  to  be  feized  at 
Deventer. 

*    His  confident,  who  had  every  reafon  to  apprehend  a  fimilar 
loty  in  this  dilemma  took  refuge  in  the  hotel  of  the  Spanifli  ani«» 

*  Mcmofacs  pour  icnrlTi  kc^  p.'93« 
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baflador,  who  now  complained  loudly  againft  the  condu£l  of 
the  States  jn  refped  to  a  minider  whofe  machinations  had  not 
extended  to  them,  and  even  threatened  the  Dutch  with  the  ven« 
geance  of  hi5  court:  the  czar  Peter  the  Great,  however,  at 
length  interpofed  his  mediation,  and  the  breach  was  clofed,  but 
Dot  until  the  iroprifoned  minider  had  been  fet  at  liberty. 

The  moment  the  baron  4^  Gortz  was  releafed,  he  returned 
to  Sweden,  accompanied  by  the  baron  de  Newhoff.  Charles  XIl. 
was  foon  after  killed  at  Frederickfhall ;  on  which  his  favourite 
was  immediately  feized,  and  impeached  as  the  caufe  of  all  the 
miferies  of  his  country.  His  trial  was  not  long,  for  both  the 
fenate  and  people  were  incenfed  againft  him,  and  his  bead,  in 
conformity  to  the  fefttence,  was  cut  off  at  the  foot  of  the  gal- 
lows of  Stockholm, 

Newhofi^  who  thought  his  own  life  in  danger,  infiantly  fled 
fiooi  Sweden,  repaired  to  Madrid,  and  obtained  the  rank  of  co^ 
lonel  in  the  %»ani(h  fervice.  Soon  after  this  he  married  an  Iri(h 
lady  of  rank,  who,  in  coniiequence '  of  the  misfortunes  of  htr 
family,  bad  taken  refuge  in  a  foreign  country.  This  perfbnage 
was  called  lady  Sarsfield  i  ibe  was  daughter  of  lord  Kihnalock^ 
and  lady  of  honour  to  the  queen.  • 

The  Baron  conceived  great  expedbtions  from  this  alliance, 
hat  they  were  never  realized ;  and  we  learn  that  be  was,  ft' 
kngdi,  oonftrained  by  misfortutxes  to  abandon  his  lady,  vdiile 
pregnant  Vr\il\  a  ion,  born  m  1725^  who  is  fuppofe^to  have 
been  the  unfortunate  gentleman  afterwards  known  in  this 
coQDtry  by  the  name  of  Colonel  Frederick  *• 

He  now  repaired  to  France,  and  became  connedled  with  John 
Law,  the  famous  Scotch  adventurer,  with  whom  he  emWked 
in  the  memorable  Miffiffippi  (cheme,  which  was  afterwards  pfo« 
dudive  of  fo  much  mifcry.  Thence,  on  the  cataftrophe  that 
eofucd,  he  fet  out  for  .Florence,  got  introduced  to  the  Emperor, 
moft  probably  by  means  of  prince  Maximilian  of  Wirtemberg, 
with  whom  he  had  ferved  under  Cliarks  ^11.  and  was  retained 

*  An  account  of  colonel  Frederick ,  by  one  who  knew  him  long  and  iBtlmaiely»  ^Y^1 
be  fojiod  in  another  pah  of  thit  volvme. 
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in  his  fervice^   It  was  during  this  period  that  his  connexion  widi 
his  Future  fubjecls  commenced. 

Corfica,  like  the  neigfibouring  iflands,  had  fucceflively  fub- 
mitted  to  the  Carthaginians  and  Romans.  In  the  feventh  cen* 
tury  it  pafled  under  the  dominion  of  the  Saracens ;  and  Lanza 
Anciza,  of  the  family  of  thecalipli  Valid  Almanzoft  eftabliihed 
himfelf  there  with  the  title  of  kij|gy  a  diftind^ign  borne  by  five 
of  his  fuccellbrs ;  the  laft  of  whom,  Nugolo,  w;is  contem* 
porary  with  Charlemagne. 

Audemar,  who  then  /governed  Genoa,  in  the  name  pf  the 
emperor  feized  upon  Corfica  for  bifnfelf ;  and  the  inhabitants* 

;<;hapgiag  their  religion  with  their  mafteri  ceafed  to  be  Muflul* 

.men  in  order  to  become  Cbriftians. 

No  fooncr  had  the  Genoefe  thrown  oflF  the  Imperial  yoke, 
than  they  attempted  to  impofe  their  own  on  thefe  iilanders ;  and, 
as  tl^ey  were  imbued  with  the  fupecftition  coinmon  to  new  con- 
verts, the  authority  of  the  Catholic  diorch  was  called  in  to 
rivet  their  bondage.  But  the  Pope,  who  a&6ied  to  confider  this 
kingdom  as  a  fief  appertaining  to  the  church,  in  virtue  of  a  pre* 
tended  donation  from  king  Pepin,  refufed  his  aflent,  and  granted 
tlje  invefliture  of  it  to  the  republic  of  Pi  fa,  on  condition  of  re* 

.ceiving  a  nominal  acknowledgment  of  fifty  livres  a  year  !  This 
occafioned  a  war  between  the  Genoefe  and  Pifans,  in  1 1 25, 
which  ended  in  a  truce.  Hoi|iiilies,  however,  recommencing 
in  laSqi  and  the  Pifans  having  Aft  part  of  their  fleet,  CoHica 
was  ceded  to  the  vi£Lors. 

But  the  dominipn  of  that  nation  was  ever  odious  to  the  na- 
tives,  and  they  called  into  their  a£(bnce,  by  turns,  the  kings 
of  Naples, .  of  Arragon,  and  the  Pope.  Nicolas  V.  being 
born  in  Genoa,  at  length  granted  the  inveftiture  of  Corika  to 
his  countrymen ;  and  they,  by  way  of  confolidating  their  power, 

''p.urchafed  the  claims  of  the  kings  of  Naples  and  of  Arragon 
with  a  fum  of  money.  This  was  b^rowed  from  the  bank  of 
St.  George,  and  the  ifland  was  pledg^as  a  fecurity  for  repay- 
ment :  from  that  period  the  doge. has  always  beeq  crowned  king 
of  Corfica. 

^^  The 


KIHO  OP  CB^ttCAf  tec.  ^ 

TheGeaoe&9  asiifiial»  aboM  their  power,  on  which  a  na- 
tive, of  the  name  of  Sampiero,  put  himfdf  at  the  head  of  a 
body  of  iofurgents,  and  fet  them  for  fome  time  at  defiance ;  bat 
he  was  bafely  murdered  by  an  aflaflin,  who  being  put  to  death 
by  the  people^  was  honoured  as  a  martyr  by  the  fenate  c^ 
Genoa, 

In  the  mean  time  the  oppref&ons  they  endured  exceeded  all 
bounds.    They  were  loaded  with  impofls  of  every  kind :  they 

paid  a  tenth  of  all  their  produce  to  their  cruel  mailers,  beddes 
a  capitation,  and  a  hearth  tax.  That  they  might  be  more  de-  ^ 
pendent  on  Genoa^  they  were  prohibited  from  ere£Ung  manu- 
fadures ;  and  tbey  could  fell  their  commodities  to  her  merchants 
alone.  In  addition  to  this,  her  rapacious  governors  had  felzed 
on  the  eflates  of  the  noble  families  of  Ciaccaldi  and  RafFelli ; 
while  Pinelli,  the  commiflary-general,  a  hungry  noble»  wiihiug 
to  enrich  himielf  fpeedily^  levied  exorbitant  fums  by  means  of 
fifcal  arts  and  military  contributions. 

The  Corficans  on  this  once  more  eredled  the  ftandard  of 
revolt,  an4  endeavoured  to  burft  their  chains.  Animated  by 
tbeir  fu&rings  and  dieir  revenge,  they  now  got  the  better  both 
of  their  foreign  taikmafiers,  and  the  domefttc  traitors  who  ef- 
poufed  their  caufe,  and  feem  to  have  driven  them  out  of  the 
iiland. 

The  fenate  of  Genoa  finding  itfelf  inadequ;»te  to  quell  fo  for-: 
xnidaUe  an  infurre£lion,  invoked  the  afliftance  of  the  Emperor. 
On  this  his  Imperial  majefty,  in  confcqucnce  of  a  fubfidy,  dif- 
patchcd  6oco  troops  under  the  diredtion  of  baron  dc  Wachtcn- 
iloiick  ;  and  foon  after  addetl  4OC0  more,  commanded  by  prince 
Louis  dc  Wirtemberg :  but  thefc  proved  unable  to  extinguifli 
the  love  of  liberty.  On  this  an  armiAice  enfucd,  under  the 
mediation  of  that  monarch,  and  a  negociation  was  foon  after 
entered  into,  in  May  1732;  Corte  being  appointed  for  the 
jncetingof  the  deputies  on  both  fides.  The  Coifican  commif- 
fioners  are  laid  to  have  difplayed  great  powers  of  mind  during 
the  conference,  and  to  have  defended  the  caufe  of  their  country 

B  4  with 
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with  a  manly  boldners*.    After  infifttng  on  their  right  to  re- 
*fift  oppreffion,  they  ^t  length  were  prevauled  upon  to  confent  to 

an 

*  The  arguments  made  ufe  of  upon  this  occafioDy  would  have  do&e  honouf  to  the 
greateft  writers  on  the  law  of  nature  and  nations : 

*  Le  difcours  des  Corfcs  fut  audi  fimplc  que  1  Wprit  qui  Ic  difla.  lit  parlerent  comrae 
des  hommes  qui  avoicnt  pris  le$on  dc  la^naturc,  ct  non  dcs  livrcs.  Sa  voix  <acree  Icur 
paioiflbit  prefcxdble  k  toute  autre.  Perfuad^  que  tout  ce  qu'eile  fait  eft  bien  fait,  et  que 
ce  n'eft  qu'en  la  contrediCut  que  nous  fomoies  ouvert  Ja  fourcc  dc  tant  de  maux  {  ib 
»'e£forc^nt  a  en  reclamer  le  droit  primitif  fi  dcfigur^  par  des  inftitutions  particuli^res. 

<  lis  direnty  que  la  liberty  etant  und  on,  que  h  nature  a  accord^  en  paitage  a  tous  let 
hommes,  In  Corfes,  a-  bon  titre  fe  rcgardoient  comme  un.  peuple  libre  et  par  coniequent 
qu*ils  ne  relevoient  de  perfonne.  Que  ce  meme  droit  etoit  inalieoable,  qt  nuUemeat  fu- 
jet  a  prefcription  ;  qu'ainfi  ils  ne  pouvoient  pas  i'avoir  perdu  pour  avoir  etc  vendos  roal- 
fre  eux  aux  G^nois,  ou  pour  avoir  ete  tenuis  par  force  dans  i'efclavage  depuis  quclqucs 
fiedes.  Rur  la  ils  rejetterent  le  droit  d'achat,  que  let  Genois  faifoient  refulter  de  leurs 
tia&iaAions  avec  les  rois  de  Naplfs  et  d'Airagon,  di(ant,  que  Tachat  des  hommes  euit 
repi^gnant  a  la  loi  naturelle,  loi  immuable  ct  ^melle,  qui  ne  peut  Itre  aheree  par  au-> 
cune  convention  humaine,  puiCque  Dieu  meme  ne  peut  changer  use  loi  qu*il  a  gravee  de 
U  propre  main  en  caraA^res  ine£^bles  dans  le  cceur  de  Thomme. 

*  Quant  au  droit  que  les  Genois  etabliflfoient  fur  le  CQueordat,  ils  dire'nt,  qu'il  n'avoit  pas 
^t^  appxottve  par  le  corps  de  royaume,  et  que  quand  meme  il  i'eut  ^tc,  ce  cpneordat  n*e- 
tant  qu*une  liaifoo  condidonelle  et  reciproque  entre  les  Genois  et  les  Corfcs^  il  n'etait 
d*aucune  foco^  par  fon  infraAion  totale  de  le  part  des  Genois* 

,  <Ils  condarent  que  la  repubiique  de  G^nes  s'etant  emparee  de  la  Corfe  lans  aucuoe  titre ; 
tiant  proCsn^  la  iainttt^  du  contiat  qui  feul  en  quelque  fa^  auroit  pu  lui  donner 
quelque  droit  fur  eUe,  I'aiant  gouvern^  d'une  maniere  injufte,  et  abufi^  de  Tautorit^y 
4ont  tout  au  plus  elle  n^etoit  que  la  depofitaire ;  la  repubiique  avoit  perdu  toutes  fes  pre- 
tentions a  b  fouverainete  de  cette  ifle  $  que  ^r  confi^uent  les  Corfes  etoicnt  renti)&  dans 
Ipur  el;^  primitif,  et  pouvoient  fe  gouvemer  a  Icur  gre. 

*  Mais  Qonohftant  tantde  raifons  qui  font  pour  nous,'  continu^rent'^— ils,  '  noaobftant 
tant  de  maux  que  nous  avons  fouflfert,  trbp  coimus  pour  en  fain  ici  le  detail,  noos  fom- 
mcs  pr^  a  devenir  les  fujets  de  la  Repubiique,  putfque  les  circonftanccs  Texigent,  et  que 
t.  M.  Imp^riale  le  veut;  mais  ce  (era  a  condition  qu'elle  change  de  oonduite  a  notre 
4;ard,  agifle  en  fouveraine  envers  nous,  et  non  pas  en  ttran  %  qu'elle  veiiille  obferver  les 
conventions  renfermees  dans  le  mnewdaU  fcc.  qu'elle  veUUle  reconnoitre  Terreur  et  I'atro- 
cit^  de  ces  maximes  qu'elle  a  fi  long  terns  adoptees  j  Civoir,  que  pirn  Us  pn^eifimt  dam 
If  wtj/rr,  flut  iUJmt  dam  la  fiamiffioit  \  «r  qti'dfaut  imprmur  dt  la  ttrrtur  aux  Jifjets 
poor  lis  rasdre  theifam. 

t  Qu'elle  ctablifle  de  bonnes  loix,  et  h&  enforti  que  ces  loix  foient  bien  executees ; 
qiu*elle  garde  un  jufte  temperament  dans  la  germination,  ct  dans  la  mefure  des  peinos, 
|ic«  qu'clk  ^xige  M&  impdts  dune  maniere  coavcnafak|  car  cUedont  on  fe  fcrt  pour  les  lever, 

manque 
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an  amnefty,  and  even  to  place  themfelves  once  more  under  the 
dominion  of  Genoa,  e^preisly  ftipulatiog  however, 

I.  That  the  more  odious  impofts  fliould  be  aboliflied ; 

a.  That  the  Corficans  fhould  have  a  right  to  fill  all  dignities 
and  honours,  whether  ecclefiaftical  or  civil,  in  the  fame  man* 
ner  as  the  other  fubjefik  of  the  republic ; 

3.  That  the  command  of  the  ports  of  Baftia  and  Ajacdo 
/hould  be^  conferred  on  natives ; 

4.  That  the  Corfican  ndbles  (hould  be  treated  at  Gei||a  in 
the  lame  manner  as  thofe  of  the  other  dominions  of  the  repub* 
lie,  and  that  there  (hould  be  a  Corfican  refident  there,  em* 
powered  to  prcfent  to  ^  the  fenate  the  complaints  and  petitions 
of  all  thofe  who  might  fuffer  from  opprefEon. 

After  the  proclamation  of  thefe  preliminaries,  to  the  due  ob« 

iervance  of  which  both  Corficans  and  Genoefe  fwore  in  the 
moft  folemn  manner,  the  Imperial  troops  evacuated  the  ifland* 
Bat  the  government  of  Genoa  did  not  long  obferve  the  agree- 
ment into  which  it  had  entered,  for  it  now  began,  as  heretofore^ 
to  difplay  all  the  rigour  of  its  dominion  ;  while  the  iilanders,  its 
fnbjeds,  obeyed,  as  of  old,  with  a  moft  unconquerable  reluc- 
tance. In  ihort^  the  former  treated  the  Corficans  like  a  con- 
quered people,  and  even  arrefted  the  very  deputies  with  whom 
they  had  fo  lately  entered  into  a  negociation.  Three  of  thelb 
were  put  to  death  ;  the  reft  were  fent  firft  to  Baftia,  afterwards 
to  Genoa,  and  laftly  to  the  fortrefs  of  Savona* 

This  infamous  proceeding,  in  iirtSt  viobtion  of  every  idea  of 
public  juftice,  occafioned  confiderable  noife,  and  the  natives 
were  irritated  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  betook  themfelves 
once  more  to  arms,  in  order  to  avenge  fuch  an  atrocious  injury* 
His  Imperial  majefty  alfo,  under  whofe  exprels  mediation  the 
late  pacification  h«ld  been  concluded,  deemed  his  honour  hurt 

aaaque  bien  fouvcot  eft  plusodieufe  et  plus  a  charge,  qtie  les  impoci  memes )  ^u'dle  ap- 
pmuK,  que  la  cniinte  eft  un  mauvais  garanr,  qu'on  bait  tous  ceux  qoe  Ton  crainr,  kt 
^'oa  foubaile  4e  voir  perir  tout  ceux  que  Ton  hait :  mtit  que  rhumaoiU,  b  droiture  lai 
borne  fai,  et  uo  vigibnee  atteoove  au  boobeur  des  peuplcs,  foot  Ja  furrt!,  et  k  fh» 
knot  appui  dc  raufiorite  du  Ibyverain  {  cat  lort  qtt*oa4ait  violcoQi  a  la  ai(bO|  le  con- 
r^  ne  manqiac  jamais  dt  bras  pour  f»  propitdcfaioc' 
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pjpon  this  Qccaflon,  and  determined  to  interfeis  in  th^  behalf* 
Jt  was  in  confequence  of  the  events  thus  briefly  recapitulated, 
that  the  hiftorjr  of  Baron  de  Newhoff  becomes  conneded  with 
that  of  thefe  celqjbrated  ijQanders. 

The  Baron,  better  known  afterwards  under  the  name  of 
Theodore,  was  now,  as  we  have  already  Jbferved,  in  the  (ervice 
,of  the  emperor,  and  Xeems  to  have  zStcd  in  a  diplomatic  ca- 
Ibcity  under  that  monarch*  It  was  in  his  Imperial  majefty's 
name  that  be  releafed  fuch  of  the  deputies  as  had  not  yet  been 
xnuraered  from  prifon ;  it  was  alfo  in  his  name,  and  under  his 
fanc^on,  that  he  reproached  the  Genoefe  for  their  rapacity, 
perfidy,  and  injuftice.  Such  was  the  zeal  and  ardour  difplayed 
by  him  upbn  this  occadon,  that  his  merits  foon  became  familiar 
to,  and  refpc6ted  by,  the  opprefled  natives.  They  were  highly 
gratified  at  finding  a  generous  defender  in  the  perfon  of  the  Im« 
perial  minifier  ;  and  after  having  profited  in  the  fiirft  inftance  by 
his  intervention,  began  to  lopk  forward  to  hjm  as  a  future  de- 
liverer. At  leqgth  fome  of  the  principal  nobles  repaired  fiscretly 
to  Florence,  in  order  to  teftify  their  gratitude,  found  his 
inclinations,  and  folicit  his  advice.  The  deputies  foon  difco- 
vered,  that  to  an  ardent  mind,  Theodore  joined  a  ron>antlc 
fpirit  of  enterprize,  and  evinced  a  genius  capable  of  embracing 
crcat  objcdls. 

He  remarked  to  them,  at  the  firft  interview,  that  the  late 
pacification  was  fallacious  on  the  part  of  Genc»,  and  that  the 
latter  had  injured  the  Corficans  too  much  ever  to  forgive  them. 
He  recaplrdl|ited  the  hiflory  of  tliat  ftate,  celebrated,  as  he  faid, 
only  on  account  of  its  crimes ;  its  glory  and  greatnefs,  accord^ 
ing  to  him,  had  originated,  and  were  fupported,  by  robbery, 
treachery,  and  affaflination.  '  He  concluded  by  obferving.  that 
having  hitherto  become  the  prey  of  all  the  furrounding  nations, 
their  only  refource  was  in  a  total  change  of  condition  and  fitua- 
tion ;  that  they  ought  therefore  to  form  a  plan  of  government 
in  conformity  to  their  inclinations  and  interefts,  and  either  pro- 
cUim  a  republic,  or  ele£t  a  king:  this  was  the  fole  refource  he 
was  cnpable  of  fuggefting,.  in  order  to  cnfure  a  durable  and  folid 

tranquillity* 
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To  this  difooupfe  the  deputies  replied  with  many  lighs»  that 
they  were' but  too  well  acquainteiwith  the  juftice  of  his  excel- 
lency's remarks,  and  that  the  ftate  of  their  afiairs  was  truly  fad 
and  deplorable,  their  lives  and  fortunes  being  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  their  tyrfints,  whofe  yoke  was  intolerable.  They 
added,  that  being  unable  any  longer  to  fupport  fu^h  a  feries  of 
oppreffions,  they  bad  determine  to  burft  their  fetters  ;  but  that 
it  was  neceflary  they  fbould  have  att  their  head  a  man  calculated 
from  his  birth  to  enfure  refpeft,  and  capable  to  guide  their  ef- 
forts by  means  of  his  talents,  all  their  former  revolutions  liavi^g 
proved  abortive  in  confequence  of  thU  negledl.  They  thca 
<»nclude4  by  faying,  **  that  they  had  caft  their  eyes  towards 
him,  and  therefore  fupplicated  his  excellency  to  undertake  lb 
glorious  an  enteiprizc,  which  would  excite  thp  app|aufe  and 
gratitude,  not  only  of  the  prelent  age^  but  alfo  of  pofterityr-r-* 
**  Become  then  our  deliverer  I  (ei^dai^Msd  they)  aa(i  receive  a 
crown  by  way  pf  necompciife." 

The  B^roti,  who  was  a  man  of  an  ardept  temperament,  atid 
iigbed  after  an  opportunity  of  diftinguiibing  him&lf,  at  length 
beheld  the  happy  period  arrive.  He,  however,  at  firft  refufed 
bis  aflent,  but  was  at  length  prevailed  .upon  to  accede  to  their 
r]epcated  entreaties,  on  condition  that  they  ihould  return  home, 
^ni  obtain  the  confent  of  the  nation.  , 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Baron  de  NewhoiF  hearing  that  the 
number  of  his  partifans  increaii^  daily,  began  to  found  the, 
neighbouring  courts,  with  bis  uhial  adroitneis,  relative  to  the 
deplorable  ftate  of  Gorfica.  He  icon  difcovered,^hat  the  em* 
peror,  France,  Spain,  and  the  princes  of  Italy,  were  not  dlf- 
pofed  to  countenance  any  innovations  relative  to  that  ifland. 
He  was  not,  however,  difcouraged  by  obftacles  which  to  other 
men  would  have  appeared  infurmountable ;  on  the  contrary, 
his  courage  and  ambition,  inftead  of  being  reprefled,  feemed  to 
receive  frefh  animation  from  the  difficulties  that  interpoied. 
"With  him,  as  with  many  others,  a  crown  appeared  to  be  the 
fummit  of  human  felicity.  There  was  nothing  which  he  was 
Hot  ready  to  facrifice  for  it ;  and  of  the  multitude  who  have  af- 

pired  to  die  fupreme  command,  and  been  elevated  from  the  ob> 
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a  hi^e  fam  of  money,  and  alfo  with  an  order  dittoed  to  the  bey 
0f  Tunis,  who  was  to  lend  further  ai&ftance. 

While  Newhbff  was  thus  fccrctly  preparing  for  the  deliverance 
of  Corfica,  and  had  procured  the  affiftance  of  the  Mahometans 
in  behalf  of  a  people  fcrupuloufly  attached  to  the  dogmas  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  the  fenate  of  Genoa  daily  exhibited  new  in- 
llances  of  perfidy  towards  the  unhappy  iflanders.  Two  other 
chiefs,  who  had  diftingui(hed  themfelves  during  the  late  revolt, 
had  been  feized,  and  executed,  under  pretence  of  their  having 
incited  the  people  to  another  infurreflion ;  and  rigorous  mea« 
fures  were  adopted  in  refpeft  to  the  rcll.  The  alarm  inftantly 
fpread  over^  the  whole  ifland.  Neither  life  nor  property  was 
any  longer  fafe  under  fuch  an  odious  tyranny,  and  a  civil  war, 
with  all  its  hormrs,  became  preferable,  in  the  opinion  of  all,  to 
fuch  a  dangcroDs  and  degrading  ftate  of  fervitude.  But  the  fitua- 
tioh  of  the  deputies  who  had  repaired  to  Florence  was  infinitely 
more  critical  than  that  of  any  of  their  countrymen  ;  they  were 
alarmed  left  the  goverhmeiit  had  difcovered  their  intrigues  with 
Baron  de  Newhoff;  ^nd  they  faw  no  feturity  for  themfelves  but 
in  a  new  war. 

.  Afiairs  were  in  this  iituation,  when  an  emiflary  on  the  part  of 
Theodore  landed  on  the  ifland,  with  letters  addrefled  to  the 
chieis,  in  which  he  ftated,  that  he  would  foon  fet  fail  for  Cor- 
£ca,  provided  with  powerful  afliftance,  in  order  to  deliver  the 
people  from  the  infamous  yoke  of  their  cruel  opprefibrs  ;  and  he 
entreated  them  in  the  mean  time  to  remain  faithful  to  their 
promife,  and  prepare,  by  means  of  courageous  exertions,  to 
fulfil  the  glorious  enterprife  which  they  had  fwom  tP  sic- 
com^lifli. 

"The  deputies  inftantly  communicated  thefc  difpatches  to  an 
afiembly  of  the  malcontents,  and  the  moft  lively  joy  was  dif- 
covered *  on  the  occafiom  A  little  before  they  had  determined 
on  eftabliihihg  an  ariilocracy  under  the  name  of  a  republic ;  but 
they  ndw  unanimoufly  refolved  to  nominate  the  baron,  king, 
on  his  arrival  in  the  ifland.  In  confequence  of  this  refolution, 
they  appointed  feveral  of  the  moft  diftinguiflied  nobles  to  receive 

Hd  compliment  him  in  the  name  of  the  people. 

It 
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It  was  on  the  15th  of  March,  1736,  that  Theodore  arrive4 
at  the  port  of  Aleria,  on  board  of  a  twenty-four  gan  (hip,  car« 
rying  the  Englifli  fldg.  This  veflel  was  accompanied  by  two 
tranfports  ladeh  with  proviftons  and  ammunition,  confiding  of 
14,000  facks  of  ik>ur,  6  brafs  12  pounders,  20,000  mulketSt 
bayonets,  &c.  In  addition  to  thefe  articles,  there  were  14,000 
fuits  of  regimen^ls,  an  equal  number  of  fhoes  and  hats,  and  a 
military  cheft,  in  which  was  contained  100,000  feqiuns^  a  coin 
which  pointed  out  the  ftate  whence  the  fuccour  had  been  de« 
rived. 

Theodore  was  immediately  condufted  to  Corte,  the  capital, 
amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  multitude,  who  in  his  perfon  be*- 
held  a  tutelary  genius,  that  was  to  prepare  their  future  felicity^ 
and  put  an  end  to  all  their  prefent  misfortunes*  A  general  af- 
fetnbly  was  inftantly  fummoned,  and  the  Baron  de  Newhoff  was 
unanimoufiy  elefted  to  the  fovcreign  authority,  under  the  title 
of  Theodore  I.  King,  of  Corsica  and  Capraja.  Tliis 
lingular  event  occurred  April  I5tb,  1736,  cxadlly  a  month 
after  his  arriral,  and  the  crown  was  on  the  fame  day  declared 
to  be  hereditary;  and  fettled  upon  him  and  his  defcendants. 
Being  folemnly  proclaimed,  a  branch  of  laurel  was  entwined 
round  his  head,  after  the  ancient  manner,  and,  tike  the  mo* 
nafchs  of  old,  he  was  born  on  the  Shoulders  of  the  moil  dldln* 
guSihcd  of  the  nation  into  the  midfl  of  the  people  an<l  the 
tioops,  who  faluted  him  with  the  joyful  exclamatioi\  of  "  Li- 
berty  for  ever  !  Long  live  king  Theodore  !" 

The  new  monarch,  on  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  found  the 
fituatioa  of  his  kingdom  truly  deplorable.  The  Corficans  were 
at  that  period  far  behind  the  reft  of  Europe  in  point  of  attain* 
mefMs  and  civilization.  They  were  indeed  a  warlike  people  ; 
but  they  carried  on  hoftilities  without  either  order  or  method  ; 
they  were  brave  and  refolute,  but  they  were  unfkilled.in  the 
military  art ;  they  cfteemcd  valour  rather  than  difciplinc ;  in 
ihort,  they  onJy  knew  how  to  overrun  an  enemy's  country, 
deilroy  every  thing  before  them,  plant  ambufcades,  and  lire 
with  unerring  nicety  and  precifion.  Tliey  were  no  Icfs  igno- 
rant in  refpcft  to  civil  inflitutions ;  prejudice^  fcrvcd  them  in- 

ftead 
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ftead  of  princit>Ies ;  and  they  had  no  idea  whatever  of  a  regular 
Ipviernment* 

Theodore  was  not  difconcerted  by  thefe  ttneoward  circum-^ 
fiances ;  on  the  contrary^  he  hoped  to  find  new  refources  in  the 
tery  paffions  of  his  people.  Perfuaded  that  men  in  a  ftate  of  fo* 
ciety  refemble  mafical  inftruments  in  an  orcheftra,  whidi  elicit 
noreor  lefs  agreeable  founds,  in  proportion  as  they  are  well  or  ill 
managed,  he  undertook  to  fiaifhibn  his  new  fubje£ls  according 
'^  to  a  better  model ;  and  refolved  to  begin  by  reforming  their 
nianners. 

One  of  his  firfl  cares  was  to  eftablifh  a  militia,  to  levy  an  ar* 
my,  and  to  invito  men  converfant  in  the  art  of  war  into  his 
fervice,  with  a  view  to  inftrudl  the  Corficans,  who,  being  natu- 
xally  brave  and  indefatigable,  wanted  experience  aknie.  He 
then  formed  and  promulged  a  fmall  code  of  laws,  Umple,  clear, 
and  uniform ;  for  it  was  one  of  his  maxims,  that  only  a  rich  and 
flonrifhiDg  people  could  afford  to  poflefs  a  jurifprudence,  the 
forms  of  which  were  embaiVaifing  and  the  text  equivocal.  He 
bimfelf  occaiidnally  affifted  at  the  tribunals,  in  order  to  fee  that 
juAice  was  adminidered  impartially,  and  according  to  the  regu- 
lations laid  down ;  in  criminal  affairs,  he  never  aflented  to  the 
condemnation  of  any  individual  who  had  not  been  convlAed  by 
-  judicial  proofs:  he  always  inclined  towards  the  fide  of  mercy ; 
and  if  he  exhibited  any  bias,  it  was  in  favour  of  the  principles  €f 
natural  equity. 

Liberty  of  confcience  was  permitted  to  every  one*  Theodore, 
at  one  period  indeed,  conceived  the  idea  of  introducing  a  new 
religion,  the  dogmas  of  which  were  more  liberal,  and  the  faidi 
leis  marvellous,  than  that  adopted  by  the  natives.  He  at  the 
lame  time  difplayed  his  talents  for  finance :  he  provided  a  great 
ieal  * ;  caufed  money  to  be  coined  f  \  abolifhed  the  ancient  im- 

poils; 


the  plate. 

*!»  As  a  miat  has  always  been  coaHdered  as  one  of  the  preragativts  and  appiute* 

of  royalty,  the  author  of  this  article  has  been  anxious  to  gain  as  much  infbrma* 

tion  as  poflible  relative  to  tlie  coins  ftruck  during  the  ephemeral  fovereignty  of  TheodiiiY. 

All  the  dies  appear  to  have  been  very  poorly  cut>  and  the  impreilioos  are  fuch  as  may  be 

j^  cxpcAed  fiom.  what  the  Trench  term  /mpti  dt  ntugiti^  to  which  dafs  they  manifc(lly 

I.  K.\ 
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polls ;  fapported  an  army  of  159OOO  men ;  and  provided  for  the 
otber  exigencies  of  the  ftate,  out  of  the  fums  he  had  brought 
along  with  him. 

Determined  to  ftrengthen  his  intere(b  by  the  ties  of  gratitude 
and  of  yantty,  he  granted  patents  of  nobility,  and  inftituted  a 
body  of  knights>  oi  the  Order  tf  Deliverance,  The  whole  ifland 
now  reibunded  with  his  eulogiums,  and  he  was  regarded  as  a 
new  Mango  Capac,  who  had  defcended  on  earth  in'order  to  hu- 
manize a  barbarous  people. 

In  the  mean  time  the  noife  of  this  fingular  revoluticHi  had 
fpread*  throughout  all  Europe.  The  Genocfe  were  extremely 
alarmed,  becaufe  they  eafily  difcovered  that  Theodore  muft  have 
received  fuccour  from  .fome  foreign  power  ;  and  they  at  firft  fup« 
poTcd,  as  he  had  entered  the  ifland  in  a  veflel  carrying  Eng* 
liih  colours,  and  with  a  paiTport  from  the  conful  'of  the  fame 
nation,  that  the  court  of  Great  Britain  had  formed  defigns  on 
Corfica,  with  a  view  to  increafe  its  power  in  the  Mediterranean. 
They  now  applied  to  France  for  fuccour,  and  wtre  promifed  the 
al&ftance  of  a  body  of  troops,  which  arrived  foon  after^  under 
the  orders  of  M.  de  Baifieux. 

Until  thefe  could  be  brought  into  acUon,  they  had  recourfe  to^ 
other  meafures.  The  firft  ftep  taken  by  the  fenate  was  to  endea- 
Toar  to  increafe  the  number  of  its  partisans ;  at  the  fame  time 
it  publiihed  a  manifello.  In  which  Theodore  was  confidered  as 
an  adventurer,  his  royalty  as  an  ufurpation,  and  his  promifes  of 

L  An  CDgravin;  of  a  copper  coia  is  given  in  the  works  of  lord  OrfonI,  Vol.  I, 
P>  155.  The  obverfe  confifts  of  a  royal  crown,  undemearh  which  are  the  letters  t*  i.* 
fuToaoded  by  two  branches  of  laurel,  with  the  date,  1736,  below.  In  the  centre  of 
t^  xtrexfe  the  fum  is  indicated,  viz.  toLDl  cxnquz  ;  the  legend,  wbkh  is  oearlj 
kbtni,  appears  to  have  been,  m  f  er  il  Bono  publico. 

X.  Another  piece,  the  half  of  this,  of  the  fame  metal. 

3*  A  third  ccnn,  value  uoknoWQ,  with  the  effigy  of  Che  virgin  Maxy  imprefled  oa 
•ae  Ede  of  it,  accoiopanied  by  the  following  motto : 

MOiflTaA   TE   fiSSB  MAT&BM. 

Shww  tfy/elf  a  m^hw  1 

There  is  a  print  of  this  laft  in  a  curious  French  work,  on  coins,  publiAied  at  Paris 
ihMit  five  years  fince,  entitkd  «  Rum'd  GaUrti  de$  /iV«/i  tlffidimiUt  it  Jk'  Iftc^i/, 
>r  il  Pitrre  Jaeher  TnHe/tM  Dufy."   3  V(d.  410. 

C  aififiance 
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affiftancc  as  the  dreams  of  a  viConary.  Thcfc  arts, «  firft  treated 
with  contempt,  werp,  at  length,  attended  with  confiderablc 
fuccefs.  The  afiertions  were  fo  bold,  and  the  calumnies  fo 
well  adapted  to  the  prejudices  pf  the  people,  that  they  made  a 
confiderable  impreffion ;  more  cfpecially  as  the  fuccours,  pro- 
mifed  by  the  new  king,  had  not  arrived ;  whereas  the  forces  of 
Genoa  and  her  allies  increafed  daily. 

In  order  to  do  away  the  efFcdl  of  this  ftate  paper,  Theodore 
iflued  a  counter  manifefto,  in  which  he  depi<3ed  the  crimes  of 
the  Gcnoefe,  afferted  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  Corlicans, 
detailed  his  own  fervices,  and 'recapitulated  the  wife  meafures  of 
his  adminiftration.  The  cunning  of  the  fenate,  however,  tri- 
umphed over  the  management  of  the  king;  and  tmth  obliges 
us  to  confefs,  that  neither  his  policy  nor  moderation  were  fuch 
as  could  Jiave  been  expected  from  his  abilities  and  experience. 

In  tlie  fird  place,  he  Irad  rendered  himfelf  difagrecable  to  tlic 
priefthodd,  a  body  the  enmity  of  which  is  always  formidable  in 
the  exa£k  proportion  of  the  ignorance  of  the  people.  In  confe- 
quehcc  of  this,  his  alliance  with  the  Turks  was  termed  by 
them  facri/egious^;  as  if  it  had  been  a  crime  to  obtain  that  aflirt- 
ance  from  Mahometans  which  Chriftians  were  unwilling  to 
confer.  His  majefty  alfo  feems  to  liave  fpoken  too  freely  of  the 
fu perditions  of  the  Roman  church  * ;  an  offence  not  likely  to  be 
forgiven  by  thofe  who  profited  by  them;,  thus  the  prielb, 
who  led  the  people,  having  become  his  enemies,  tlie  people 
themfehes  did  not  fail,  in  a  flaort  tjme>  to  participate  in  their 
refcnrmcnts. 

A  plot  is  faid  to  have  been  formed,  about  this  period,  agalnA 
his  life ;  certain  it  is  that  three  perfons,  allied  to  the  mod  powi 
erfui  families  of  Corfica,  vvereanefted,  and  executed  in  a>fum- 

*  Theodore  was  at  kngth  fenfible  of  his  error ;  for  he  afterwards  gave  the  G)riiciiJ 
the  fame  counfel,  In  order  to  re-conquer  their  liberties,  that  Antoaio  Pere't  is  iai  J  t| 
have  iofVilled  into  the  mind  of  Philip  II.  king  of  Spain,  wkh  a  view  to  obtain  unii 
verfal  monarch v,  viz. 

CONSEJO,  ttJ^ACO   T   K.OMA. 

-.  "  w 

In  other  words,  he  adviied  them  to  purfuc  iage  tneafures,  w  eftablifh  a  marine,  and  ftci 
^uire  the  proteiftion  of  the  court  of  ^pxoe* 
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jnaiy  mantier,  which  added  greatly  to  the  number  of  malcon- 
tents;  who  publicly  reproached  Theodore  with  tyranny,  an<^ 
alTerted,  in. the  bittern^fs  of  their  indignation,  that  the  yoke  of 
the  republicans  was  comparatively  light  to  that  of  an  abfolute 
monarch. 

A  fudden  change  now  took  place  in  the  temper  and  difpcf- 
fition  of  his  fubje£b ;  and  the  king  found  himfelf  abandoned 
even  by  the  greater  part  of  his  foldiers,*^  In  fhort,  thofe  only 
remained  attached  to  him  on  whom  he  had  beftowed  offices 
2nd  appointments. 

He  now,  in  his  turn,  began  to  change  his  conduft.  He  told 
thoTc  about  him,  that  he  was  determined,  in  future,  to  make 
his  glory  and  happinefs  confifl  in  the  public  felicity :  he,  on  all 
occaCons,  afFe£ted  popularity ;  affifted  the  poor,  and  gave  ready 
ludience,  and  promifed  immediate  re.lrefs  to  the  mcaneft  of  his 
fubjecls,  who  happened  to  be  opprefled.  He  alfo  endeavoured 
tagain  the  clergv  over  to  his  interefts  by  means  of  promifes  of 
lupport  and  prote^flion;  but  as  it  was  evident  that  his  power 
l>egan  to  totter,  they  rejedted  all  his  advances.  Befidcs,  the  ar- 
mament then  fitting  out  by  Genoa,  was  reputed  to  be  power- 
lul,  and  they  were  defirous  to  make  their  peace  .with  the 
ftrongeft  party,  even  at  the  expence  of  their  country. 

In  this  critical  £tuation,  his  fole  reliance  was  in  the  imme- 
diate arrival  of  6000  Albamans,  under  the  command  of  the  fa- 
mous Kurafa ;  l)ut  he  foon  learned  that  they  had  entered  into 
ihc  fcrvicc  of  the  king  of  the  two  Sicilies.  In  addition  to  this 
intelligence,  the  (ituation  of  the  Ottoman  Porte,  now  engaged 
in  a.cooteft  with  the  Ruffians  and  ImperiaUfts,  was  fuch  that 
he  could  not  expe<%  any  further  fuccour  from  tliat  quarter. 

Thus  buflfetted  by  fortune  on  every  fide,  difappointed  in  all 
his  reiburces,  and  furrounded  by  a  mutinous  people,  he  at 
length  determined  to  quit  CorftcaT — not,  however,  as  a  fugitive 
kin^,  but  with  the  full  and  entire  confent  of  liis  fulijeSs.  In 
confequence  of  this  refoiution,  which  was  ineffectually  oppofed 
7  the  courtiers,  he  ifiued  letters  for  convoking  a  general  af- 
fembly.  All  the^/«;«,  or  diftri<Sls,  not  in  tJ^pfTeffion  of  the 
Genoeie,  feot  deputies  tliither ;  arid  it  was  to  the  full  as'numer- 
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ous  as  that  which  had  conferred  the  crown.  Theodore  entered 
the  hall  in  which  the  ftates  were  to  deliberate,  and  afcending 
the  fteps,  which  led  to  the  royal  chair,  feated  himfelf  in  the 
midft  of  them.  A  profound  filence  having  now  taken  place,  he 
rofe,  with  an  air  of  dignity,  and  delivered  an  harangue,  fo  wdl 
adapted  to  the  pccaiion,  as  to  make  a  great  and  lafting  impref- 
fion  on  his  auditors. 

He  began  by  obferving,  that  having  been  difappotnted  in  the 
fuccours  he  expe6led,  he  was  about  to  depart,  with  a  view  to 
folicit  them   in  perfon ;   and  that  he  intended  to  nominate  a 
council  of  regency  during  his  abfence..  He  then  exhorted  them, 
**  to  remain  faithful  and  loyal  to  their  fovereign,  and  no  longer 
to  difgrace  themfelves  by  feditions,  as,  in  that  cafe,  he  would  fbr- 
fake  them  for  ever,  and  ceafe  to  recognife  them  as  his  fubjefts.** 
He  added,  "  that  in  accepting  the  crown  he  entertained  no 
other  ambition    than  that  of  enfranchifing  them,  at  the    ex- 
pence  of  his  repofe,  and  even  of  his  life,  from  the  tyranny  of 
tlie  Ge|ioe£^,  under  which  they  had  fo  long  groaned ;  and  it  was 
painful  for  him  to  rimark,  that  they  themfelves  formed  the  cliief 
obftacle  to  the  completion  of  his  wifties.    Royalty,  confidered 
by  itfelf,  had  no  charms  in  his  eyes;  he  was  ready  to  refumc  hW 
former  rank  without  regret ;  and  although  his  finances  were  ex- 
haufted,   he  (lill  poffelfed  an  intrepid  mind,  that  could  fconi 
the  rigours  of  poverty,   and  glory  in   refembling  the  Fabrici? 
of  antiquity,  who   confidered  honour  and  i  virtue  as  their  folc 
trcafure." 

This  (hort  oration,  added  to  the  misfortunes  of  their  prince- 
misfortunes  which  they  now  accufed  themfelves  of  having 
created,  or  at  leafl  augmented— produced  a  fudden  efie£t  on  th^ 
aflembly,  the  members  of  which  indantiy  arofe,  as  if  by  una^ 
nimous  confent,  offered  to  renew  the  oath  of  fidelity,  and  pro* 
mifed  to  fpill  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood  in  his  defence. 

Theodore,  however,  being  fufpicious  of  the  oromifes  of  a« 
inconftant  people,  was  not  to  be  moved.  On  the  contrary »  bi 
an  edi£t  promulged  at  Sartena,  November  14,  be  conferred  xh\ 
regency  on  t^j^^lowiag  nobler : 

i 

Thi 


It  me  or  cohsica,  ice.  9c 

The  Marquis  Hiacerte  be  Pao'li^  and 
TThe  Marquis  Don  Louis  Giaffert^ 
who  vsere  termed  nokaribals-giaier^d  of  the  kingdom^ 
The  Marquis  Lucas  Oenano. 
The  Count  Johk  Felix  Ponzoni. 
The  Count  Dueazzi. 
The  Chevalier  Antokio  Suzini  D'Aulle^ 
The  Count  Mari. 
The  Chevalier  Fernandi. 
The  Count  Puillicio. 
The  Count  Casabianca^ 
Colonel  Sampieri. 
The  Chevalier  Leravalle^ 
The  Count  Sucini. 
The  Marquis  Matra. 
The  Count  Peter  Gaffori^ 
Colonel  CpRONi. 
Colonel  Matte  IDE  Nilo- 
The  Count  Ambrosi. 
The  Count  Lazzelotti. 
The  Count  Natoli. 
The  Chevalier  Felix  De  Pietralba, 
General  Gralloud, 
General  Paettt. 
The  Chevalier  Cuttoli. 
The  Count  Peraldi. 
The  Chevalier  Guagno, 
The  Sieur  Dominique  Tomasini,  and    < 
The  Sieur  Ambrosl  Piulici. 

That,  on  which  Theodore  took  his  departure,  was  a  day  of 
mourning  to  the  Corficans.  All  the  nobles  accompanied  him 
to  the  port  of  Aleria,  where  he  had  difembarked  only  eight 
monfts  before.  There  he  harangued  them  again  ;  and,  after 
naving  enjoined  the  fcrupulous  ohfervance  of  his  regulations,  he 
'Pent  on  board  a  little  vcflel,  that  haB  been  prepared  for  him 
Wbrehand,  and  inftantly  fet  fail  for  Conftantinople. 

On  his  arrival  in  that  city,  he  found  thjgjjp(cs  too  much 
«cupicd  about  the  war  in  Hungary,  to  attendto  his  foKclta- 

C  3  •'       -•  tions; 
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tions  ;  and  he  foon  deemed  it  prudent  to  remove.  However^  at 
the  Genoefe  had  fet  a  price  upon  his  head,  it  now  tecame  ne« 
ceflary  to  difgjife  himfelf,  for  a  time,  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  efcape  aflaflination. 

His  adventures,  during  two  yeais,  are,  on  this  account,  rather 
gueffcd  at  than  known.  He  is  reported,  at  one  time,  to  have 
affumed  the  habit  of  an  abbe,  and  to  have  appeared  in  Livonia ; 
*  at  another  to  have  revifited  Florence,  where  he  received  fome 
temporary  relief  from  the  munificence  of  a  few  generous  Eng- 
lifhmen.  If  we  believe  fome,  he  repaired  to  Paris,  and  was 
ordered  to  depart  from  France  within  the  fpace  of  twenty- four 
hours.  He  then  embarked  at  Rouen,  and  arrived  at  Amfterdam, 
accompanied  by  four  Italian  fervants :  there,  we  are  told,  he  was 
arrefted  for  16,000  florins;  but,  being  foon  after  liberated,  was 
.  feized  at  Naples,   in  the  houfc  of  the  Dutch  conful,  and  fcnt 

prifoner  to  the  fortrefs  of  Cueta. 

We  are  informed,  by  the  gentleman  ufually  confidered  as 
his  fon  *,  that  the  war  which  enfued  on  the  death  of  the  empe* 
ror,  appearing  favowrable  to  his  intereds,  he  determined  to  ap- 
pear once  more  on  the  political  ftage ;  and  accordingly  repaired 
to  Great  Britain,  with  a  view  to  point  out  the  advantages  arifing 
to  a  maritime  power  from  the  poflefGon  of  Corlica.  Nay,  wc 
are  aflured,  that  he  was  a£tually  fent  on  board  a  frigate  to  the 
Mediterranean :  but,  as  the  admiral  who  commanded  our 
*  fleet  there  did  not  tjiink  proper  to  give  him  any  fupport,  he 

folicited  leave  to  be  landed  at  Leghorn,  and  from  that  place  re* 
paired  to  Sienna,  and  then  returned  to  London. 

We,  however,  confider  all  this  |)eriod  of  Thcodore^s  hiftory 
as  the  region  of  conjecture ;  and  return  to  that  portion  of  his 
narrative  founded  on  fadls. 

Certain  it  is  that  he  appeared  in  London  in  1748-9,  and 
lived  in  lodgings  in  Mount-ftrect,  Grofvenor-fquare ;  and  that, 
having  contradted  fome  debts  to  the  amount  of  450I.  he  wat 
arrefted,  and  conveyed  to  the  KingVbencb  prifonf-     There 

•  Sec  Merooircs  de  Corfc,  p.  X5a,  ! 

^-^  The  debts  in  ^^^n  are  (aid  to  have  been  incurxed>  and  the  imprHb&fnent  tl 
hayt  enfued,  in  cdK^ff/jht  of  the  agency  oi  the  Genoefe  minjfter  in  London,  whg 
forcfaw,  that  by  this  mo  ic  he  would  put  an  end  to  the  chums  of  Theodore  upon  Coft 

fica  at  a  very  trifling  cxpcncfc. 

1— 
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he  was  fcr  (bme  time  fopported  by  the  charitable  donations  q£ 
individuals.  Among  thefe  were  the  earl  of  Granville  and  the 
countefs  of  Yarmouth ;  a  few  merchants  in  the  city  promoted 
i  fabfcriptioa  ibr  him ;  and  Horace  Walpole,  afterwards  lord 
Orfbrd,  wrote  a  paper  in  the  "  World  "  (No.  VIII,  ThurHay 
Febraary  22,  1753),  with  this  motto: 

**   DATE   OBOLUM  BELISAKIO," 

in  his  behalf. 

*  This  prince,'  fays  he,  (on  whofe  hiftory  I  fliall  not  at  pre- 
fent  enlarge)  •  after  having  bravely  expofed  his  life  and  crown 
in  defence  of  the  rights  of  his  fuhjedls,  mifcarrietl,  as  Cato  and 
ether  patriot  heroes  did  before  him.  For  many  years  he  ftrug* 
gled  with  fortune,  and  left  no  means  untried  which  indefati- 
gable policy  or  felicitation  of  fuccours  could  attempt,  to  recover 
his  crown.  At  laft,  when  he  had  difcharged  his  duty  to  his 
fubjeds  and  himfelf,  he  chofe  this  country  for  his  re,tirement ; 
not  to  indulge  a  voluptuous  inglorious  eafe,  but  to  enjoy  the  par- 
ticipation of  thofe  bleffings  which  he  had  fo  vainly  endeavoured 
to  fix  on  his  Corficans.  Here,  for  fome  months,  he  bore  with 
more  philofophic  dignity  the  lofs  of  his  crown,  than  Charles  V. 
Cafimir  of  Poland,  or  any  of  thofe  philofophic  vifionaries, 
who  wantonly  refigned  theirs  in  order  to  parlake  the  iluggifli 
indolence,  and,  at  length,  the  difquiets  of  a  cloifter. 

*  Theodore,  though  refigned  to  his  fortunes,  had  none  of 
that  contemptible  apathy  whioh  almod  lifted  our  James  IL  to 
tlic  fupreme  honour  of  monkidi  fainthood.  It  is  recorded  of 
that  prince,  that  talking  to  his  courtiers  at  St.  Germain,  he 
wifhed  for  a  fpeedy  peace  between  France  and  Great  Britain; 
**  for  then,"  faid  he,  **  we  ihall  get  Englifti  horfcs  eafily." 

*  The  veracity  of  an  hiftorian  obliges  me  not  to  difguife  the 
bad  fituatlon  of  his  Corfican  majefty"^  ^revenue,  which  has  re- 
duced him  to  be  a  prifoner  for  debt  in  the  king's-bench  prifon  ; 
and  fo  cruelly  has  fortune  exercifed  her  rigours  upon  him,  that 
laft  feilion  of  parliament  he  was  examined  before  a  committee 
'^f  the  houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  hardrtiips  to  which  the  pri- 
fcncrs  in  that  gaol  had  been  fubjeft.  Yet  let  not  ill-nature 
makefport  with  thefe  misfortunes !     His  majefty  had  nothing  to 

C  4  bluili 
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blttlh  at,  nothiog  to  palliate  in  the  recapitulation  of  his  dtftreflec* 
The  debb  on  his  civiMift  were  owing  to  no  mi(application»  no 
improvidence  of  his  own ;  no  corruption  of  bis  minifters  ;  no 

indulgence  to  favourites,  or  miftrefies.  His  diet  was  philofophic ; 

his  palace  humble ;  his  robes  decent :  yet  his  butdier,  his  land* 
lady^  and  his  tailor,  could  not  continue  to  fupply  an  eftablifli* 
roent  which  had  no  demefnes  to  fupport  it,  no  taxes  to  maintain 
it,  no  excifes,  no  lotteries,  to  provide  funds  for  its  deficiendes, 
and  emergencies/ 

At  the  conclufion,  Mr.  Robert  Dodfley, .  bookfeller,  of  Pall- 
Mall,  is  appointed  **  high  treafurer,  and  grand  librarian  of  Cor- 
iica  ;*'  and  a  fubfcription,  ^*  for  a  fubfidy,  for  the  ufe  of  his 
Corfican  majefty,"  was  opened  at  TuUy's  head,  in  Pall-Mali. 
In  confequence  of  this,  fifty  pounds  were  procured,  and  fei^t  to 
the  unhappy  king  in  prifon*. 

At  length  an  zSt  of  infolvency  took  place ;  and,  in  May  1 756, 
a  man  who  had  worn  a  crown,  and  wielded  a  fceptre,  took  the 
benefit  of  it,  and  adiually  regiftered  the  kingdom  of  Corfica  in 
behalf  of  his  creditors  at  Guildhall, 

Cefy  of  the  AR  of  Renunciation  of^  the  Kingdom  of  Corjica  by 
Theodore  L  in  behalf  of  his  Creditors. 

Surry  1  "  A  fchedule  or  inventory,  containing  a  full  and  true 
TO  WIT. /account  of  all  debts,  efFc^ls,  and  eftates,  both  real 

and  perfonal,  (of  what  kind  or  nature  foever)    of 

Theodore-Stephen  de  NewhofF,  a  German  from 
Weftphalia,  and  late  of  Mount-flrect,  Grofvenor- 
fquare,  now  a  prifoner  in  the  King's-bench  pri(bn, 
and  a  lift '  of  the  names  of  all  and  every  perfon  and 
perfons  that  are  any  wife  (and  how  much)   indebted 

*  The  fbUowing  day  rule  has  been  cop'ed  'onhailm  from  the  original,  communi- 
cated to  th*  editor  by  Mri.  Clarke,  daughter  of  the  late  colonel  Frederick  t 

BANC.R.  THE  BEARER, 

Theodore,  baron  de  Kewhoif  and  de  Steini  hath  this  day  a  rols  of  court 
to  go  out  of  the  priibn  of  the  King^s-bench  granted  to  him,  to  trauDaft 
kls  a^airi.    Pated  this  twelfth  day  of  Febroaiy,  1753. 

(Signed) 

LAW.  COTTAM. 

unto 
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tinto  him  the  faid  Theodore-Stephen,  baron  de  New* 
hoff,  and  the  witneflcs  that  can  prove  the  fame,  par- 
fuant  to  an  s£t  of  parliament,  made  in  the  twenty- 
eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  majefty  king 
George  the  fecohd,  entitled  an  z&  for  the  relief  of 
infolvent  debtors* 


Ddbton  DanKs  and  places 
of  abode. 

That  he  is  entitled  to  the 
kingdom  of  Corfica,  and 
bath  no  other  eftate  or 
eficAs  but  in  right  of 
that  kingdom.       ^ 


Sums  due. 


How  due  and 
for  what. 


Witneflcs  and 
vouchen  thereof 


I 


The  above  written  is  a  full  and  true  fchedule,  as 
aforefaid,  of  all  my  eftates  and  cth&s  whatfoever, 
except  wearing  apparel,  bedding  for  myfeif  and 
family,  working  tools  and  neceflary  implements  fer 
my  occupation  and  calling,  and  thofe,  in  the  whole« 
not  exceeding  the  value  of  ten  pounds.  Witnefs  my 
)}and  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  1755^ 

THEODORE  BARON  DE  NEWHOFF. 

Examined   with    the    original   in    the  cuftody  of 

'    John  Lawfon,  Efq;  clerk  of  the  peace  for  the 

county  of  Surry,  this  fecond  day  of  September, 

HERMAN  VERELET." 

About  the  fame  time  the  following  advertifement  appeared 
in  the  public  advertifer  *  : 

Jin  Addrefs  to  the  Nobility  and  Gentry^  of  Great  Britain^  in  thi 
Behalf  of  Theodore^  Baron  de  tiewhoff. 

'**  The  Baron,  through  a  long  imprifonm^nt,  being  reduced 
to  very  great  extremities,  his  cafe  is  eameftly  recommended  for  a 


•  Lord  Orford*s  Works,  Vol.  I.  f,  157. 
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contribution  to  be  raifed,  to  enable  him  to  return  to  his  own 
country;  having  obtained  his  liberty  by  the  late  a£l'of  parlia- 
ment. In  the  late  war  in  Italy,  the  Baron  gave  mauifeft  proofs 
of  his  affeftion  for  England;  and  as  the  motives  of  his  coming 
Iiere  are  fo  well  known,  it  is  hoped  all  true  friends  to  freedom 
Trill  be  excited  to  aflift  a  brave,  though  unfortunate,  man,  who 
urifbes  to  have  an  opportunity  of  teftifying  his  gratitude  to  the 
^ritifli  nation, 

**  Thofe  who  are  pleafed  'to  contribute  on  this  occafion,  arc 
defired  to  depofit  their  benefaSions  in  the  hands  of  Sir  Charley 
Afgyll,  alderman,  and  company,  bankers,  in  Lombard-ftreet, 
or  with  MelTrs.  Campbell  and  Coutts,  bankers,  in  the  Strand." 

Notwithflanding  his  liberation  by  the  infolvent  a(^,  Theodore 
appears  to  have  remained  within  the  liberties  of  the  Fleet  until 
December  1756;  when  taking  a  ch*iir,  for  which  he  had  not 
money  ta  pay,  he  was  carried  to  the  Portuguefe  minifler's,  in 
Audlcy-Areet ;  but  not  finding  hirn  at  home,  he  prevailed  upon 
thf  chairmeif  to  condtlf):  him  to  the  houfe  of  a  tailor,  No.  5^ 
Little  Chapel-ftreet,  Soho ;  who,  having  known  him  formerly, 
and  compaffionating  his  mlferable  fituation,  took  him  into  his 
houie.  There  the  moft  unfortunate  of  monarchs  fell  fick  next 
day,  and  died  after  a  fhort  illnefs,  December  11,   1756. 

It  has  been  ufually  fuppofed,  that  the  body  was  buried  by 
fubfcription :  the  following  fa£ts,  however,  may  be  depended 
upon,  as  they  were  communicated  to  me  by  an  ingenious  artift*, 
whofe  parents  lived  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  on  whofe  infor- 
mation I  can  implicitly  rely.  No  fooner  had  Theodore's  demifc 
taken  place,  than  feme  difficulties  occurred  relative  to  the  inter- 
ment. On  this  Mr.  Wright,  an  opulent  oilmani  in  Compton- 
flrect,  faid  "  he  was  determined,  for  once  in  his  life,  to  have 
the  honour  of  burying  a  king  !*'  He  accordingly  kept  his  word, 
and  Mr.  Charron  a£^ually  recolle6ls  to  have  feen  the  corpfe  lying 
vtjiatef ;  it  was  buried  on  the  I5tb  of  December.  The  honour- 

ablo 

•  Mr.  Charron,  of  tlic  Thatched  Houfc  court,  St.  James* s^ftrcct. 

f  The  editor  has  been  favoured,  by  Mr».  Clarke,  grand-daughter  td  Theodore, 
with  the  underuker's  biU,  of  whl^h  a  copy  is  herp  Cubjomed  t   it  appears  from  this 

curious 
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aMd  Horace  WalpolC)  foon  aftery  carufed  a  neat  m^'Ue  ouHiii- 
ment  to  be  ere£lod  near  the  grave»  in  St.  Ann's  chorch^yarilt 


cvioai  ^oconaity  that  three  f  entlemen  ttUndcil  the  funeral  t  whSch,  if  not  gnai^ 
frasatleaft  refpe&able;  and  that  coronete^moft  probably  from  the  difficoltjcf  ob- 
tUAing  regal  croons)  were  not  omitted  in  the  fomitore  of  tlie  coffin.  It  wouli 
feeni,  however,  that  oat  of  a  charge  of  ten  pounds  eleven  ihUHngs  and  two  penc4^ 
tigfat  poaocs  eight  Oiillings  were  only  paid  :  this  either  arofe  from  the  fcantinefs  of 
the  lizad  a£gned  for  liquidating  tb^  ezpeacei  of  his  majcfty*t  funeral^  i  at  a  fttiif»- 
lAg  fenfe  of  prudence  io  the  muoificent  oilman*  who  might  have  confideied  tb€ 
Airplus  as  an  tver-^hargej  and  refused  payment  accordingly* 

UNDERTAKER'S  BILL. 

[Copied  from  the  origioal.] 

JOSEPH    HUBBARD, 

CorFin-MAKtB,    undertaker^    and  fworn  appraifery    at  the  Four  Coffins  in4 

Crown  in  Ncw-ftreet,  near  Bread-ftreet,  Carnaby-market^  St.  Jamei^s^  WeH- 
pniler,  perfonns  funerals,  both  public  and  private,  at  reafonabie.  rites,  and  u 
Al^eip  as  any  where  in  London.  N.  B.  Buys  and  felU  aH  maitfter  oi  hoofehoU 
ffirditttre.  - 

/tfr  tbt  Fmtenil  ef  Bartn  Niwohifff  Kirg  «/  CsrficOf  httorei  h  Sr.  Ault  Oramif 

Dtcembtr  15,  1756. 


\ 


To  I  large  eYm  coflS»,  covered  with  fuperfine  black  clocby  finiihedwith 
double  rows  of  brafs  nails,  a  large  plate  of  infcription,  two  cup  coro« 

>Ktt)  gilt)  four  pair  of  Chinefe  cootroA  handles,  gilt,  with  coronets  £»  t,   d* 

over  ditto,  the  infide  lined  and  ruffled  with  fine  crape  and  infeared. . .  6     6     • 

A  hat  double  flaroud,  pillow,  and  nutti , 0x6     6 

Fouraen  In  black  to  move  the  body  down «...  o    4    o 

Paid  the  pariih  dues  of  St.  Ann^s T     a     % 

Paid  the  grave  digger's  fee O     I     o 

Beit  velvet  pall o  10,   O 

Ufe  of  three  gentlemen*s  cloaks  and  crapes o    4     6 

A  coach  and  hearfe  with  pairs • ,  0x6    O 

CViaks,  hat.bands,  and  gloves^  for  the  coachmen  ..................  "O    7    • 

3'n  for  the  men • ». « • o     t     O 

Attendance  at  th^  funeral 026 

^20  II     z 

Received  in  part .•...•.•....•..•.. 8    S    « 

■    Balanccdae  >...«,  tf  •»•••.••••  • ••  %    ^    % 

Wclhninfter, 


2%  TH£OI>OllB-ST£PHEK, 

Weftminftcr,  furmounted  by  a  crovm,  taken  from  one  of  his 
snajefty's  coins,  and  the  following  infcription  to  be  engraved 
beneath  :— 

KEAK.  THIS   PLACE    IS    INTERRED 

THEODORE  KING  OF  CORSICA, 

WHO  DIED   IN  THIS   PARISH,   DECEMBER    II,     I756, 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  LEAVING  THE  KINgVbENCH  PRISON 

BY  THE  BENEFIT  OF   THE   ACT   OF   INSOLVENCY} 

IN   CONSEQUENCE   OF   WHICH   HE   REGISTERED 

HIS  KINGDOM  OF  CORSICA 

FOR  THE  USE  OF  HIS  CREDITORS. 

•*  Tlic  grave,  great  teacher,  to  a  level  bringi 
**  Herpes  and  beggars,  galley-^flaves  and  kings. 
**  But  Theodore  his  moral  learn'd  ere  dead ; 
**  Tate  pour'd  its  Icflbns  on  his  iiving  head, 
'^  Befiow'd  a  kingdom,  -and  deay'd  him  bread.'' 

Theodore  was  referved  in  his  manners,  and  always  exhibited 
much  dignity  of  deportment.  He  was  of  the  middle  iize,  and 
is  allowed,  by  all  who  recoiled  his  figure,  to  have  poflelled  a 
comely  perfon.  Two  prints  of  him  have  been  feen  by  the 
writer  pf  this  article :  one  a  fmall  whole  length  engraving ;  the 
other  is  what  artifls  term  a  three-quarters,  with  the  infcrip- 
tion of 

THCODORUS   CORSICiE    REX. 

He  is  there  reprefented  with  a  benignant  countenance,,  a  con- 
templative eye,  and  thick  lips ;  he  is  drefTed  in  a  mantle,  in- 
tended to  convey  the  idea  of  royal  robes ;  while  a  broken  column 
behind,  intimates  his  lucklefs  deftiny.  Theodore  is  faid,  to  the 
lad,  to  have  maintained  a  fbitely  port,  and  to  have  received 
benefadlions  under  a  canopy  confifting  of  the  top  of  a  half-tefler ' 
bedftead.  His  majefty  is  alfo  reported  to  have  exercifed  his 
privileges,  at  leaft  fo  far  as  related  to  chivalry^  within  the  pre- 

6  '  cinds 
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anSti  of  a  jail ;  and  lie  who  cooM  not  extricate  hiffifelf  from 
dannce,  contrived,  in  this  mifcrable  iitiution,  to  add  to  ths 
namber  of  the  knights  of  "  the  order  of  Deliverance*." 

A. 


REINIER    DE    KLERK, 

XATJE    GOVfiRKOK-OENEKAL    OF    THE    DUTCH    EAIT-IHPIA 
COMFAMy's    possessions    in    ASIA. 

The  Portugueze  having  doubled  the  fouthem  extremity  of 
Africa,  during  the  reign  of  Emanuel  the  Great,  foon  ol^tained  a 
footing  in  the  Indies.  They  were  difpoflcfTed,  however,  of 
many  of  their  principal  Icttlements  by  the  Dutch,  who,  after 
rcfcuing  themfelves  from  the  yoke  of  Spain,  fuddenly  obtained 
a  lai^  portion  of  the  commerce  of  Alia.  They  procured,  in 
particular,  a  complete  monopoly  of  the  fpicc  trade,  in  queft  of 
which  they  did  not  blufh  to  iloop  to  the  lowed  and  mofl  cruel 
arts  ;  and  contrived  to  unite  rapacity  with  fplendour,  and  a  nar' 
row  mercantile  policy,  engendered  in  the  north  of  Europe,  with 
ail  the  pomp  and  parade  of  eadern  magnificence.  The  ifland  of 
Java  was  the  feat  of  their  empire,  and  Ilatavia,  its  capital,  be- 
came) at  it  were,  the  metropolis  of  Afia.  Thence  they  dif- 
[latcbcd  their  fa£lors,  to  rule  both  on  the  continent  and  the 

*  A  (kcliain  eld  gcntlcmu),  who  •iitil  fome  jan  [koct,  told  the  editor  that  hatuJ 
ksa  aSully  tuiightcd  in  an  apartmcni  of  tbc  King's  ix^ncb,  by  Thcoduc,  kingsf 
Coriica,  and  ihat  he  paid  the_^f  rf  t^et  demanded  on  the  ocoGan.  He  wai  famitiadjr 
ffc-med  "  Sit  Michael,"  bjr  hit  friencb,  in  conTTquence  of  this  clrcumlbuice.  The 
T^al  fwtrd  wicb  wtiicb  [helc  feats  were  performed  wai  prdcDted  to  the  late  icaTi)i]r  and 
re^e&Uc  Dr.  Milaw  of  Maid&tix,  ai  a  leniLiDCiauea  iai  the  nunjr  feiviut  cenlerTcJ 
•n  cafdn  aajeB]i. 

iflaoJs, 


iflan^y  With  tbe  power  and  ftate  of  ▼iccroys;  while  the  go^ 
vernor-^general,  ooatrolling  and  commanding  the  whofej  und^r 
the  appearance  of  a  limited  authority,  fovind  means  to  enjoy  a 
degree  of  fplendour  fcarcely  inferior  to  that  of  fome  European 
kings»  and  to  ezercife  a  defpotifm  equal  to  what  is  known  an^ 
praftifed  at  the  durbars  of  the  native  princes.  The  flyle  in 
which  he  lived  was  calculated  to  excite  the  veneration  of  th& 
natives ;  and  even  made  a  powerful  impreffion  on  his  own  coun- 
trymen. He  refided  in  a  fumptuous  palace,  was  attended  by 
.{uards  both  of  horfc  and  foot ;  and,  what  has  not  yet  been  at*- 
tempted  in  the  mod  ilavifh  countries  of  Europe,  all  carriages 
were  obliged  to  ftop  at  his  approach ;  while  the  owners,  expoling 
tbemfelves  to  the  rays  of  a  vertical  fun,  were  enjoined  to  ftand 
bare-headed  until  his  excellency  paffed  *.  Even  in  the 
churches,  he  difputed  homage  with  the  divinity,  for  both  fexes 
were  obliged  to  rife  at  his  approach,  and  remain  eredi  until  he 
was  ieated. 

Such  haughtinefs  could  not  fail  to  excite  the  indignation  of 
every  man  of  fpirit ;  but  it  raifed  far  different  fenfations  in  the 
crowd  of  adventurers  who  repaired  to  the  eaft,  all  of  whom 
afpired,  in  their  turn,  to  become  governors  of  the  Indies.  They 
too  hoped  to  be  able  to  reign  defpotically  over  millions  of 
fubje6b ;  and  burned  with  an  ardour  infpFred  by  vanity,  and 
fublimed  by  fordid  lucre,  to  appoint  heirs-apparent  to  the  mo* 
narchy  of  Tydore,  and  to  dethrone  the  kings  of  the  Moluccas, 
of  Boni,  and  of  Bantam. 

Reinier  de  Klerk  t,  born  at  Middleburgh,  the  capital  of 
th^  province  of  Zealand,  November  22,  1710,  appertains  to  this 
clafs.  His  parents,  who  were  poor  and  honeft,  deftined  him  for 
tfie  fame  humble  rank  of  life  as  themfelves,  but  being  of  an 


*  The  governor-general  was  always  pre^ded  by  an  officer  ami  two  truropctev,  who 
pointed  out  the  neceflary  ceremony  to  foreigners ;  and  the  fame  degrading  homage  was 
required  by  the  EdeJt  Herrtn^  or  Counfellors  of  India.  Captain  Carteret,  of  the  navy, 
who  was  at  Batavia  in  1768,  greatiy  to  his  credit,  relcued  the  honour  of  the  Engltih 
nation  from  fuch  humiliation,  by  refu^g  compliance  to  the  eftablifhed  eitquefie^ 

\  See  Ary  Huyxer^s  life  of  R.  De  Klerk,  in  Low  Dutch,  publiOied  at  AmiUrdam  in 
S788 1  alfo  Suvorinus*s  Voyages,  tranflated  by  Mr.  Wilcocke,  1799. 

cnterprifing 


enterprifing  difpolitidh,  he  entered  itito  the  Dutch  navy  when 
only  fifteen  years  of  age,  afnd  went  on  a  croize  on  board  a  fr^xtt 
appointed  to  look  out  for  the  homeward  bound  Eaft  India  fleet. 
The  fpirit  of  adventure,  fo  far  from  abating,  feems  to  have  ta- 
creafed  during  a  firft  trial ;  for  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  year  he 
went  to  India  as  a  common  failor,  and  aften^'ards  performed 
another  voyage  in  the  fame  capacity.  He  appears  to  have  bcca 
long  in  the  fervice  before  he  met  with  any  condderable  prefer- 
ment, for  we  find  him  going  out  again  in  1731,  for  the  laft 
time,  as  only  third  mate.  At  Batavia  his  promotion  was  more 
rapid,  for  he  was  there  fpeedily  appointed,  firft  to  be  fecond  in 
command,  and,  foon  after,  he  had  a  country  (hip  confided 
entirely  to  his  charge,  in  which  he  made  no  lefs  than  (even 
voyages  to  Padang,  on  the  weft  coaft  of  Sumatra. 

While  there  he  frequenitiy  a£ted  both  as  a  military  and  naval 
officer,  having  been  appointed  to  command  the  troops  and  veflelt 
fent  to  the  afliftance  of  the  kings  of  Baros  and  Sorkam,  two. 
allies  of  the  company,  whom  they  played  oiF,  as  occafion  ferved, 
againft  the  monarch  of  Acheen.  During  thefe  expeditions  De 
Klerk  conduced  himfelf  with  fuch  bravery  and  good  coiulutfl, 
that  he  obtained  the  title  of  the  ^'  gallant  hero,*'  in  the  letten 
and  congratulations  of  the  Indian  princes. 

His  reputation  was  now  eftabliihed,  and  the  government  of 
Batavia  being  fully  confcious  of  his  fervices,  wanted  only  a 
proper  opportunity  to  advance  him.  In  (hort,  he  had^by  this 
time  laid  the  foundation  of  his  future  greatneft,  and  began 
already,  not  only  to  be  confcious  of  his  own  merits,  but  alfo  to 
look  forward --to  the  fpeedy  accompli (Ijment  of  his  ambitious 
proje£k«  When  one  of  the  company's  officers  at  Padang,  hap- 
.peo^one  day  to  cbferve,  with  an  air  of  ridicule,  '^  that  De 
Klerk  would  in  time  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  military 
efiablifhment  at  Batavia,"  the  future  chief  replied,  with  an  air 
of  fuperiority,  **  that  he  looked  far  above  that,  and  afpired  to 
become  governor-general." 

Inpurfuance  of  his  deftiny,  he  abandoned  the  naval  fervice  of 
the  company  in  1737^  and  was  appointed  junior  merchant,  and 
chief  of  Lampong-Toulang-Bauwang,    one  of  their  factories 
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in  Sumatra.  The  thea  governor-general  Valkenier  was  is^ 
duced  to  fend  him  thither,  partly  becaufe  he  was  ultimately 
acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  that  ifland»  and  partly  becaufe  he 
was  admirably  adapted  to  fettle  tne  difputes  that  had  recently 
taken  place  between  the  kings  of  Bantam  and  Palembang,  about 
the  boundaries  of  their  refpeSive  teiritories  *.  The  manner  in 
which  he  accomplifiied  his  miifion^  is  worthy  of  notice,  partly 
becaufe  it  exhibits  a  complete  fpecimen  of  European  policy,  and 
partly  becaufe  none  of  the  great  maritime  powers  of  the  north 
have  ever  fcrupled  to  recur  to  fimilar  meafures,  whenever  ic 
fuited  their  interefis. 


'*   EX   UNO   DISCE   OMNES. 


ir 


De  Klerk,  in  purfuance  of  his  inftruftions,  failed  up  the 
river  of  Lampong  in  an  armed  vtflTel,  As  far  as  the  village  of 
Manila,  and  came  to  an  anchor  between  the,  fleets  of  the  rival 
nations.  He  then  endeavoured  to  fettle  their  differences,  but 
they  either  difallowed  his  ioterference  as  an  umpire,  or  would 
not  abide  by  his  decifion.  Having  remained  in  his  firfl  pofition 
during  eighteen  months,  and  {being  that  the  negociations  were 
protracted  from  day  to  day,  he  determined  at  length  to  have 
recourfe  to  fti^atagem.  Pretending  that  he  and  his  men  Mrere 
lodged  very  incommodiouily  on  board,  and  that  it  wfts  neceflary 
for  (hem  to  fleep  on  (hore,  he  demanded,  and  after  much  diffi- 
culty, obtained  permiiGon  to  erecl  a  houfe  of  bamboos,  or  reeds, 
^  which,  on  account  of  the  flightnefs  of  the  ftruChire,  did  not 
aroufe  the  jealoufy  of  the  unwary  natives.  Adopting  every 
poiTible  artifice  to  lull  them  into  a  falfe  fecurity,  he  took  care, 
for  fome  time,  to  fuffer  nothing  that  could  give  the  lead  ura^ 
brage ;  but  he  had  no  fooner  completed  hig  plans,  than  be  landed 


*  The  ruder  muft  be  a  novice  in  the  a£Burs  «f  the  eaft^  if  be  imagines  that  the  fo-^ 
vemment  interfered  in  chefc  petty  difputes  from  a  love  of  peace.  The  interefla  of  the 
company  happened,  perhaps  accidentally,  at  times  to  be  blended  with  thofe  of  humanity  9 
for  in  cafe  of  boililities,  a  failure  of  pepper  and  country  produce  would  have  enfucd  g 
and  two  or  three  velTels  might  have  returned  without  a  lading!  Or  (what  aAually 
occurred),  being  apprized  of  the  ckilling  differences,  the  Dutch  were  dtffnftinfd  to  «bUia 
iojxKthiog  foi:  tbcmCeives,  in  the  <}uality  of  jpeac^-m^ken. 

four 
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four  pieces  of  artillery  during  a  dark  nighty  and  planting  thefe» 
one  at  each  angle  of  his  houfe,  behind  a  breaft-work  of  bam-, 
boos,  hoifled  the  Dutch  flag  at  day^break,  and  fired  a  falute 
from  his  new  battery. 

The  rival  princes  hated  one  another  moil  cordially^  but  both 
of  them  were  imprcffcd  with  a  falutary  dread,  left  the  Dutch 
Eaft  India  company  (hould  be  able  to  form  a  fettlement  there ; 
knowing,  by  experience,  that  from  this  moment  their  confe- 
quence,  and  even  independence,  was  at  an  end.  The  aftonifli* 
ment  and  forrow  of  both  the  kings,  on  perceiving  by  thefe 
alarming  appearances  that  they  were  duped,  may  be  eafily  con- 
ceived. After  fome  confultation,  they  fent  meiTengers  to  the, 
governor  of  this  new  fort,  in  order  to  demand  the  reafon  of  thefe 
hoftile  preparations;  on  this,  De  Klerk,  who  was  well  ac« 
quainted  with  the  genius  and  policy  of  the  contending  parties, 
and  now  amply  provided  with  the  ultima  ratio  of  trading  coin« 
paniesjis  well  as  of  kings,  replied,  *<  that  he  was  determin- 
ed to  enforce  a  fpeedy  adjuftment,  and  as  he  could  not  an- 
fwer  to  bis  government  for  being  any  longer  detained  by  their 
frivolous  condu6^,  he  hoped  they  would  immediately  compro- 
mife  their  differences,  and  thus  prevent  a  more  ferious  inter- 
ference on  his  part."  The  difputes  about  the  boundaries  were 
accordingly  fettled  to  the  fatisfaAion  of  all  parties,  and  the 
limits  then  laid  down  between  the  two  empires  continue  the 
fame  to  this  day. 

If  the  emi  can  excufe  the  meansy  fo  far  much  good  was  eflieft- 
ed;  bat  De  Klerk,  did  not  ftop  here,  for  he  thought  that  the 
mediator  was  entitled  to  fomething,  and  he  accordingly  built  a 
regular  fort  on  the  difputed  territory,  and  on  the  precife  fpot  . 
where  his  bamboo  houfe  had  ftood.  This  he  named  Valkenoog^ 
(Hawkfeye),  in  allufion  to  the  name  of  the  governor-general ; 
and  the  company  have  ever  fince  remained  in  quiet  pofleflion 
of  it,  which  muft  hie  attended  with  great  advantage,  as  the 
Loafong  \f  a  river  of  coniiderable  extent,  and  there  is  a  cond- 
derable  village  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood. 

Having  returned  in  the  year  1741  to  Batavia,  where  the  fame 
of  his  late  exploit  had   long  preceded  him,  Dc  Klerk  of  courfe 
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experienced  t  grateful  reception  on  the  part  of  the  government. 
On  llis  arrival^  he  found  the  capital  ilill  in  commotion  in  con- 
feqnence  of  the  mafiacre  of  the  Chinefe*;  which  had  taken 
place  during  the  preceding  year.     The  infurgents,  urged  on  by 

^  A  tittle  befoit  the  perpetration  of  this  horrid  maflacre,  the  Dutch  govemment  pre- 
toided  to  be  alarmed  at  the  number  of  natives  of  China,  who  repaired  thither,  and  Van 
Imhoffy  at  that  time  a  leading  member  in  the  council,  propoTed  that  every  one  who  could 
not  prove  himfelf  to  be  engaged  in  trade,  &c.  Ihould  be  feized,  and  truifported  to  Oyhtt^ 
there  (o  be  employed  in  the  company *s  mines  1 

InAead  of  adopting  the  proper  mcafures  to  prereiit  the  arrival  of  future  adventurers, 
or  regulate  the  cotidult  of  thofe  Already  fettled  in  Java,  recourfe  was  had  to  tlie  moft  arbi- 
tary  means.  A  grtat  number  of  ChineCe  were  feizcd,  and  put  in  irons ;  and  among 
thete  were  feveral  perfons  of  property,  who  were  not  iibeiated  till  they  ^  had  paid 
confideraUe  fums  of  money  by  way  of  ranfom,  which  muft  undoubtedly  have  been  wmked 
at  by  the  govemmentf  as  it  could  not  remain  ignorant  of  fxKh  an  atrocious  pervedioii  of 

tbfelaw. 

This  conduct,  of  courfe,  occafioncd  great  murmurs,  and  induced  the  reA  of  the  nation  to 

credit  a  report,  that  thole  who  were  unable  to  ranfom  their  lives  with  money  would  be 
put  to  death  by  drowning,  Ice.  In  confetjuence  of  this  the  Chincfe  retired  by  thou^ 
iands  to  the  interior  ports  of  the  idand,  and  rendered  the  falety  of  the  fettlcment  for 
feme  time  precarious  i  for  they  began  to  lay  wafle  the  country,  and  even  matched  up 
,  to  the  gates  of  the  city,  threatening  to  exterminate  the  Chriftians,  as  they  were  pleafed 
to  term  the  Hollanders.  They  were  repelled,  however,  by  tlie  joint  efforts  of  the  civil 
and  military  eliabli(hments.  In  the  mean  time  the  infurgents,  who  refided  within  the 
town,  kept  themlielves  quiet,  and  in  order  that  thefe  innocent  and  harmlefs  people 
Slight  be  protected  from  infult,  the  govemment  lifued  an  order,  dire£Ving  them  to  keep 
Chehr  doois  Ihut,  and  not  to  leave  their  houfes  after  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Notw'>thftanding  this,  all  the  Chincfe  without  diilinftion,  men,  women,  and  children* 
were  put  to  the  fword;  neither  pregnant  females  nbr  fucking  infants  being  fpared  by  tlie 
rclcntlefs  alTiflins ;  the  prifoners  in  diains,  about  one  hundred  in  number,  were  at  the  Ciine 
time  flaughtercd  Hke  Iheep. 

But  the  deliberate  condua  of  many  of  the-  Dutch  Europeans  was  ftUl  more  horrible. 
Thofe  to  whom  the  wealthy  Chinefe  had  fled  (and  this  is  related  on  the  toftimoay  of  a 
Dutch  writer,  Ary  Huyfcrs,  who  was  long  refulcnt  at  Batavia),  violating  every  p/inci- 
pie  of  honour  and  humanity,  delivered  them  up  to  their  fanguinary  enemies^  and  thus 
found  means  to  embetzle  the  property  confided  to  thcjr  caic. 

The  governor-general,  Valkemir,  and  his  brother  in-law,  Helvetius,  were  aocufed  of 
dire^ing  this  mafiacre ;  but  the  names  of  the  fecret  authors  remain  to  this  day  involved  ia 
»  impenetrable  obfcurity. 

The  anfwer  of  the  Emperor  of  China  to  the  AmbaflaJors  employed  to  apologize  for 
this  atrocious  tranfaAion,  is  truly  memorable  :  " 

«  He  was  but  little  folicicoua  for  the  faxt  of  unworthy  fuhjeds,  who  in  purfuit  of  lucre 
had  quitted  their  countiyi  and  abaadoncd  the  tonbi  of  their  ancefiors," 

every 
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every  fpecies  of  provocation,  that  can  incite  the  human  mind 
to  vengeance, — ^by  hatred,  revenge,  and  even  by  defperation— 
ftill  continued  their  ravages  in  the  neighlx>urhood,  while  a 
large  body  maintained  themfelves,  and  rbmained  unfubdutd  at  Ba- 
caflie.  Had  they  condufled  their  meafures  with  a  degree  of 
prudence  equal  to  their  animofity,  they  mipht  either  have  extir^ 
pated  the  Dutcli  from  Java,  or  at  lead  become  an  independent 
ftate. 

But  policy,  as  well  as  injuftice,  was  wholly  on  the  fide  of 
their  oppreflbrs,  for  the  Dutch  government  now  called  in  the 
a/Bftao2e  of  the  Emperor,  who,  inftead  of  maintaining  an  exaft 
neutrality,  as  his  intereils  demanded,  actually  fitted  out  an 
auxiliary  army  at  the  requeft  of  the  governor-general.  The 
Dutch  at  the  fame  time  marched  a  body  of  troops  againft  the  in« 
furgents,  and  De  Klerk  accompanied  them  on  this  expedition  at 
fecretary.  In  confequence  of  thefe  efforts,  the  Chinefe,  an4 
fuch  of  the  Javanefe  as  had  joined  them,  were  driven  further  up 
the  country,  and  the  war  was  transferred  from  the  proximity  of 
Batavia  to  the  north -eaft  coaft  of  the  ifland. 

Thither  De  Klerk  repaired  with  the  army,  and  found  means 
to  ingratiate  himfelf  into  the  confidence  of  the  two  commiffioners^ 
who  fuperintended  the  military  operations,  and  were  extremely 
eager  to  put  an  end  to  hoflilities*  In  the  mean  time,  the  general 
of  the  allies,  thinking,  perhaps,  that  it  ought  to  be  the  policy 
of  his  court  not  to  annihilate  the  enemy,  negle£led  to  ufe  his 
efibrts  towards  the  completion  of  the  war.  Nay,  he  was 
accafed  of  giving  the  powder  and  ball  fumifhed  by  the  com* 
pany  to  the  rebels;  and,  when  his  troops  were  engaged,  in« 
flead  of  firing  againft  the  infurgents,  they  pointed  their  mulkctf 
in  the  air.  In  fiiort,  he  is  faid  to  have  done  much  more  hana 
than  good ;  and  the  Dutch  government  had  complaioed  £>  bit^ 
terly  of  his  conduA  .at  the  court  of  the  Soefoi^h^enam  (backings 
as  ufual,  perhaps,  dieir  iblicitations  with  threats),  diat  he  either 
cordially  wilhed,  or  cunnin^y  feigned  a  defire,  to  get  rid  of  )\\$ 
general ;  but.  pretended  to  be  unable  to  accompli(h  fo  delicate  a 
bufinefr  bimfclf,  and  therefiare  committal  the  executioo  of  it  19 
the  Dutcli  commiffipners. 

D  a  Vcryfla, 
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Veryffel,  the  principal  of  thefc,  now  entertained*  the  moft 
ardent  define  to  procure  poficflion  of  the  perlbn  of  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  allies,  but  either  being  unacquainted  with  the 
manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  people,  or  leaving  a  head  little  cal- 
culated for  (Iratagem,  he  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  accomplifli  his 
wiflies.  After  contemplating  this  proje£t  in  every  poffible  point 
of  view,  without  the  moft  diftant  profpe£t  of  fuccefs,  he  at 
length  confulted  the  fecretary  De  Klerk,  who  a(Fe£ling  to  per- 
ceive the  innumerable  difficulties  attending  its  execution,  gave 
him  little  hopes  of  fuccefs,  but  undertook  to  make  the  attempt, 
obicrving,  that  *•  his  life  was  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  the  com-  • 
pany.'* 

Having  at  length  formed  his  plan,  he  fct  out  accompanied  by 
fome  native  fervants,  carrying  opium,  velvets,  and  finelcloths, 
to  the  commander,  whom  he  wiAied  to  entrap  ;  knowing  that 
this  was  the  moft  likely  way  of  preventing  all  fufpicion  of  his 
cnterprize.  On  reaching  the  tent  of  the  Javanefe  general,  after 
offering  the  prefents,  he  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  to  pay  a 
complimentary  vifit  to  the  commifiiohers  at  Samarang,  offering, 
in  return,  that  he  and  his  attendants  fliould  remain  as  hoftagcs 
in  the  camp.  This,  after  fome  hefitation,  Was  agreed  to,  and 
on  repairing  thither  the  chief  was  received  with  every  demon- 
ftration  of  joy,  and  treated  with  fuch  refpcft  by  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Dutch  government,  that  De  Klerk  was  difmiffed 
with  many  compliments  to  the  commiiConers. 

This  condud  was  well  calculated  to  lull  fufpicion  to  reft ; 
and  fuch  was  thd  fatal  fecurity  on  the  part  of  the  Javanefe,  who 
implicitly  confided  in  the  honour  and  good  faith  of  the  Euro- 
peans, that  he  was  at  length  induced  to  vifit  Samarang,  without 
receiving  hoftages  in  return,  or  adopting  any  precaution  what- 
foever  for  his  fafety.  He  had  no  fooner  entered  the  fort,  however, 
than  he  had  caufe  to  repent  his  temerity,  for  he  was  arrefted^ 
put  on  board  a  fliip,  and  carried  prifouer  to  Ceylon,  where  .  he 
died. 

'  The  addrefs  of  De  Klerk  on  this  occafion  was  attended  witli. 
the  -moft  complete  fuccefs  ;  but  it  cannot  be  termed  honourable^ 
f©  leng  as  the  ,leaft  vcftige  of  faith  is  refpedlcd  either  axnonc^ 
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nations  or  individuals.  Such  a  confideration  as  this  did  not 
however  operate  on  the  mind  of  an  ambitions  adventurer,  ftimu- 
lated  by  the  hope  of  obtaining  lucrative  and  confidential  employ- 
ments.  Thefe  foon  followed,  for  he  was  now  invefted  with  the 
command  of  Sourabaya,  the  eademmoft  pofleflion  in  Java,  at 
that  jun£ture  a  poft  of  great  truft  and  importance. 

The  prince  of  Madura,  who  pretended  to  be  attached  to  the 
company,  had  about  this  time  conquered  nearly  all  the  dominions 
of  the  Emperor,  who  was  now  confulered  as  its  creature,  and  as  it 
was  feared  that  the  vi£tor  might  effe£t  independence,  it  became 
an  objeft  of  policy  to  ftop  him  in  his  career,  and  even  oblige  him 
to  refign  his  acquisitions.  De. Klerk,  being  upon  the  fpot,  was  ac- 
cordingly dire£ted  to  deliver  a  letter  from  thecommiflioncrto  the 
prince,  defiring,  him  to  reftore  the  imperial  city  of  Cartafowra, 
which  be  had  fo  lately  obtained  poffeffion  of.  At  firfl  he  made 
many  objections,  but  perceiving  that  force  would  be  recurred 
to,  he  at  length  promifed  compliance.  This  was  only  a  pretext, 
however,  to  gain  time,  for  he  had  conceived  the  defjgn  of  making 
himfelf  mailer  of  the  whole  eaftern  part  of  Java,  as  far  as  Ba* 
larnbouang  ;  and  as  it  would  be  difficult  to  complete  this  with- 
out the  participation,  or  at  lead  neutrality y  of  the  company,  he 
attempted  to  corrupt  the  chief  of  Sourabaya. 

De  Klerk,  like  the  reft  of  his  countrymen,  loved  money ;  but  he 
adored  preferment  ftill  mors ;  befides,  his  confcience,  perhaps, 
which  permitted  any  thi^g  in  favour  of  his  employers,  would  not 
tolerate  fo  heinous  an  offence  againft  them :  on  the  contrary,  he 
fpurned  at  the  proportion,  and  with  tlic  moft  honourable  integrity 
thwarted  all  the  deCgns  of  the  enterprizing  native.  Tlie  prince 
of  Madura,  perceiving  him  to  be  incorruptible,  conceived  the 
defign  of  ruining  him,  hoping  to  find  his  fuccefTor  more  trada- 
ble. He  accordingly  preferred  a  variety  of  complaints  againft 
De  Klerk  to  the  fupreme  government ;  and,  as  it  was  tlie  policy 
of  the  council  to  foothe  the  allies,  fometimes  even  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  their  moft  faithful  fervants,  the  chief  at  Sourabaya  was 
recalled,  Auguft  i,  1743. 

But  as  no  inftance  of  malverration  could  be  adduced  againft 
him,  and  as  his  fervices  were  known  to  the  whole  i'cttlement, 

D  3  he 
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be  fourtd  means  to  Tindicate  himfelf  fo  dompletdy  tathe  new 
governor  Van  Imhoff,  who  had  juft  arrived  from  Holland,  that, 
inftead  of  being  reprimanded  or  difgraced,  he  was  fent  back  in 
i  higher  ftation^  being  now  appointed  chief  adminiftrator  at 

Samarang. 

About  this  period  governor  Van  Imhoff  conceived  the  plan 
tf  farming  out  the  territorial  revenues  throughout  all  the  red- 
dencifes  along  the  north-eaft  coall  of  Java,  and  had  placed  Mr. 
E.  Sterrenburg  at  the  head  of  the  government  of  Samarang,  in 
Order  to  carry  this  projeiSt  into  execution ;  but  as  he  not  only  did 
not  fulfil  his  expe6Utions,  but  a^^ually  prefumed  tc^ complain  of 
the  diftrefles  of  the  natives,  the  governor,  in  1746,  repaired  in 
perfon  to  the  fpot,  and  loaded  De  Klerk  with  carefTes,  promoting 
him,  foon  after,  to  be  fecond  in  command. 

In  the  mean  time  Sterrenburg,  the  commandant^  was  not  only 
difplaced,  but  arreted  and  fent  in  chains  to  Batavia,  although 
the  direAors  in  Holland  had  been  fo  much  fatisfied  with  his 
conduct,  as  to  appoint  him  extraordinary  counfellor  of  India. 
Notwithdanding  this,  the  governor  and  council  (the  immediate 
fervants.of  the  company)  paid    fo  little  attention  to  this  order 
of  their  maftere,  that  they  adlually  banifhed  him  for  the  terra 
of  five  and  twenty  years  to  a  place  very  properly  termed  "  Fort 
Revenge,"  on  the  iflapd  of  Tulo-ay,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Banda.     A6luated  by  an  infernal  fpirit  of  revenge.  Van  Imhoff, 
by  way  of  rendering  the  life  of  his  former  friend  ftill  more  pre- 
carious, appointed  his  declared  enemy,  De  Klerk,  governor  of 
Banda,  December  30,  1748  ;  and  it  was  generally  imagined  that 
he  would  foon  (horten  his  days  by  retorting  on  him  the  ill  ufage 
he  himfelf  had  formerly  experienced  at  the  hands  of  his  now 
humbled  adverfary.     But,  to  the  honour  of  the  new  governor,  he 
difappointed  fuch  an  ungracious  prognoftication,  and  a£ted.in  a 
manner  that  refleft^  the  higheft  credit  on  his  memory.     While 
entering  the  harbour  of  Ncira,  the  following  letter  from  his 
exiled  enemy  was  put  into  his  hand  : 

"  To  governor  De  Klerk^  i^c, 
"  Sir, 

•*  Pleafe  to  accept  my  congratulations  on  your  arrival  in  this 

province. 


provtoce)  and  I  ok^  CQnIiall3F  wiih  tbat  the  fcttlement  may 
floariih  under  your  adminiftratioD.  la  the  mcaa  tinier  I  bcf 
leave  to  remind  you  of  the  well-known  layiag  of  Solon ;  and  { 
remain  with  all  doe  refped. 

Sir, 
Your  mod  obedient  feryaat, 

E.  STE;iaiENBURG/' 

The  governor's  reply  was  as  follows : 

**  To  Mr.  Stcrrenhwrg. 
"  Sir, 

*'  I  thank  you  for  the  friendly  congratulations  contained  In 
your  letter  of  yefterday.  It  is  not  cuftomary  with  me  to  attack 
a  de(encele(s  enemy,  and  you  may  be  aflured,  that  I  fhall  en« 
deavour  to  render  your  refidence  in  this  province  as  comfortable 
as  pof&ble. 

'*  In  the  aiean  time  I  iend  yon  Ibme  wine,  cheefe,  and 
butter,  accompanied  with  the  lateft  newfpapers  from  Holland. 
Whenever  you  want  any  thing,  write  freely  to 

Your  humble  iervant,  ^ 

R.  Dfi  KLERK." 

Sach  a  generous  proceeding  in  behalf  of  a  man,  who  had  not 
only  been  his  own  perfonal  foe,  *  but  was  at  that  very  moment 
the  vi^m  of  his  benefa£lor's  vengeance,  excited  the  warmed 
grathude  on  the  part  of  Sterrenbui^,  who  furvived  his  oppreflbr, 
aad  lived  to  fee  his  honour  and  chara<fler  vindicated  by  a  revi- 

fion  and  annulment  of  his  former  ientence. 

But  it  was  not  to  his  prifoner  alone- that  the  new  governor 
evinced  his  regard  for  judice,  for  the  very  next  ftep  taken  by 
him  iaved  the  unhappy  natives  from  the  horrors  of  an  ap« 
preaching  famine.  Perceiving  that  a  few  Dutch  nK>nopolids 
had  occalioned  a  fcarcity  of  rice,  he  indantly  interpofed  his  au- 
thority, and  obliged  them  to  fell  this  necedkry  article  of  life  at 
the  ufual  price.    In  addition  to  thb,  he  exerted  himfelf  with 

D  4  great 
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great  cffcft  to  render  his  government  flourifhing ;  and  much 
larger  quantities  of  mace  and  nutmegs  were  colle£led  daring  his 
adminiilration  than  in  any  former  one*  In  fliorty  he  left 
Banda  m  1 753,  accompanied  by  the  fighs  of  the  grateful  -  inha- 
bitants ;  and  it  appears,  upon  this  occafion,  that,  inftead  of 
reaping  any  benefit  from  his  o£Bcial  fituation,  he  had  expended 
coniiderable  fums  of  his  own  money,  and  returned  to  Batavia 
without  any  increafe  of  wealth. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  next  year  he  married  Mrs.  Veryflcl, 
the  widow  of  his  old  friend  the  commiflloner,  and  lived  with  her 
during  a  period  of  twenty-fix  years  in  the  capital  of  Java ; 
having  thus  an  opportunity  of  celebrating  their  Jilver  wedding 
day,  which  is  a  very  rare  circumftance  among  Europeans*. 

In  the  mean  time  the  direSors  at  home  were  fo  fenfible  of 
his  honourable  and  difinterefled  conduct  in  Banda,  that  they  , 
prefented  him  with  a  fum  of  money,  by  way  of  indemnifying 
him  for  -the  extraordinary  expences  he  had  incurred  while  the 
adminiftration  of  that  ifland  had  been  confided  to  his  care. 
New  preferments  awaited  him,  for  he  was  now  appointed  extra- 
ordinary counfellor,  and  took  his  feat  in  the  council  of  India, 
May  30th,  1755.  This  not  only  gave  precedence  to  his  lady, 
a  matter  of  no  fmall  eftimation  at  Batavia,  but  obliged  all  thofe, 
not  of  the  fame  rank,  to  exhibit  an  humiliating  obedience  to 
himfelF :  we  fhall  fee,  however,  in  the  fequel,  that  the  mind  of 
D^  Klerk  was  too  great  to  permit  the  continuance  of  fo  degrading 

a  mark  of  refpe(Sl. 

As  the  direftors  at  home  perceived,  with  great  forrow,  that 
a  number  of  dangerous  innovations  had  taken  place  in  their  fot- 
tlements  in  India,  they  fent  out  orders  to  adopt  a  plan  qf  re- 
form ;  and  the  new  counfellor  having  tranfmittcd  to  them,  in  re- 
turn, an  admirable  model,  under  the  title  of  "  Radical  Account 
of  Banda,"  they  teftificd  their  approbation  of  it,  and  dcfircd  that 
the  arrangements  there  pointed  out  (hould  be  carried  into 
praSice, 

•  The  Dutch  arc  acc^iiJonwJ  to  keep  the  twenty-fifth  and  fiftieth  annivcrfaries  of 
their  marriage  wih  great  pomp.  The  firft  of  thcfc  jubilets  if  termed  the  JUvtrl  and 
the  fecond  the  gtUtn  wedding  fby  ;  bccaufc  on  the  one  the  married  pair  arc  crowned 
with  a  filver  crown,  and  the  u.enfils,  &c.  are  of  the  fame  metal ;  while  on  the  other 
a  golden  crown  it  ufed,  and  all  the  apartment*  glitter  with  gold.    Notr  to  Stav.  hj  JMr. 

A  w-ar 
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A  war  having  taken  place,  about  this  time»  in  Ceylon,  be* 
tween  the  king  of  Candia  and  the  company,  De  Klerk  fpoke 
his  opinions  fo  freely  at  the  council  table,  that  Vander  Parra,  the 
governor  general,  wished  to  remove  all  oppofition,  by  nomx* 
nating  him  to  the  government  of  that  ifland ;  but  he  excufed 
himfelf  on  account  of  his  health.  The  appointment,  however, 
was  beftowed  on  his  friend  Baron  Van  Eck,  who  fpeedily  ter- 
minated the  comeft  by  feizing  on  Candia,  the  capital  city  of 
the  enemy. 

At  length,  December  28th,  1775,  the  governor  general^ 
Peter  Albert  .Vander  Parra,  died,  after  administering  the  vice- 
regal  office  during  the  fpace  of  fifteen  years,  in  one  of  the  word 
climates  in  the  world.  In  confequence  of  this  event,  Mr  Je- 
remiah Van  Riemfyk,'  who  had  filled  the  important  iituatiou 
of  dircftor  general  for -eleven  years,  acquired  the  chief  manage* 
roentof  the  company's  affairs  in  India,  and  De  Klerk  became 
his  fucceflbr  in  the  direction.  He  had  now  fat  no  lefs  than 
-twenty  years  in  the  council^  without  receiving  any  preferment ; 
but  he  had  the  grand  objedl  of  his  e;irly  ambition  in  full  view ; 
for  the  new  governor  died  in  the  courfe  of  two  years,  and  De 
Klerk  was  at  length  appointed  to  the  high  and  confidential  litua- 
tion  of  governor  general  of  all  the  pofleffions  and  e(labn(h- 
ments  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  of  the  Netherlands,  0<^ober 
4th,  1777*  He  was  fixty-fcven  years  of  age  when  he  obtained 
the  government ;  and,  when  he  reflected  on  the  length  of  time 
he  had  been  in  purfuit  of  it,  he  was  accuftomed  to  exprefs  him- 
felf by  means  of  the  homely  proverb,  **  That  it  was  like  mufr  ' 
tard  after  meat." 

One  of  the  firft  objeiSs  of  his  adminiftration  was  to  aboli/h 
that  odious  cudom  to  which  natives  and  Dutchmen,  foreign- 
ers and  inhabitants,  in  ihort,  all  ranks  and  defcriptions,  had  hi- 
therto been  fubjeck ;  that  of  alighting  from  their  carriages  on 
the  approach  of  the  fupreme  magiftrate,  nnd  remaining  bare- 
headed during  his  paflage  ;  alfo  the  ceremony  of  arifmg  on  his 
or  his  wife's  entrance  into  a  church.  In  all  the  various  branches 
of  adminidratiou  he  eScStcd  great  meliorations  and  improve- 
mehl^ ;  sQd  every  thing  appears  to  have  profpered  under  his  ex- 

3  pcrienced 
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p^rtcnced  management.  By  the  redu£tion  of  Goacfa  he  brought 
the  war  of  MadiTar  to  a  condufion  ;  by  far  milder  methods  ho 
procured  the  cefSonof  the  provinces  of  Landak  and  Succadanain 
Borneo,  where  he  eftabliflied  a  refidence,  and  cre<^ed  a  fort, 
called  Puntiana,  in  order  to  protedk  the  trade  tfie re,  which  con- 
fifts  in  diamonds^  wax,  and  fago.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Mo- 
luccas having  evinced'  what  was  termed  a  refradlory  fpirit»  in 
other  words,  being  defirous  of  {baking  ofF  the  company's  into- 
lerable yoke,  he  feized  on  the  kings  of  Tidore  and  Bacbian, 
whom  he  detained  in  captivity  at  Batavia  ;  while  the  hereditary 
prince  of  the  former  of  thefe  provinces  was  exiled  to  Ceylon, 
and  the  Moluccas,  like  Ternate,  rendered  dependent  on  Ba- 
tavia. 

From  regulations  of  a  far  more  noble  nature  we  cannot 
withhold  oor  entire  praife.  It  was  he  who,  in  1778,  had  the 
honour  of  eftabliihing  the  firft  literary  fociety  at  Batavia,  of 
which  he  became  prefident ;  he  alfo  encouraged  the  eredion  of 
fchools,  and  endeavoured  to  fubftitute  clergymen  of  learning  and 
taieiits,  in  the  place  of  thofe  ignorant  adventurers  who  were  ac- 
cuftomed  to  repair  to  the  Indies.  The  Jaccatra  cbiefe,  or  native 
regents,  being  indebted  in  a  large  fum  of  money,  inftead  of 
opprefling  them,  by  demanding  the  whole  at  once,  he  confetited 
that  it  ihould  be  liquidated  by  inftalments  ;  and,  in  order  that 
they  fliould  not  experience  any  further  vexations,  he  appointed 

two  members  of  the  government  to  fuperintend  their  interefts* 

He  alfo  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  promote  and  extend 
aigriculture.  In  order  to  eScSt  this,  he  partly  fold,  and  partly 
diftribiited,  a  large  irzGt  of  land  appertaining  to  the  company, 

in  the  interior  parts  of  Jaccatra,  among  the  Javanefe,  and  thus 
not  only  recruited  the  exhaufted  finances,  but  ad&ed  greatly  to 
the  comforts  of  the  natives. 

Before  his  time  it  bad  always  been  cudomary,  on  the  accef- 
fion  of  a  new  governor  general,  for  the  regents  and  princes  of 
the  north-eaft  coaft  to  repair  to  Batavia,  in  order  to  do  homage  ; 
but  partly  out  of  an  averfion  to  pomp,  and  partly  from  a  well 
grounded  policy,  he  determined  that  the  governor  of  Samarang 

ihould  be  empowered  to  a£b  as  deputy  on  this  occafioD  ;  which 

regulation 
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itgnbiion  tended  QOt  a  little  to  the  eafe  and  advantage  of  the 
oative  chiefs,  who  were  no  longer  obliged  to  undertake  a  long 
journey  to  the  capital  of  the  ifland. 

It  were  to  be  wiflied  that  the  unqualified  praife  of  this  great 
governor  were  confonant  to  the  fpirit  of  juftice  ;  but  the  narra-* 
tor  as  reludantlj  obliged,  from  a  love  of  truth,  to  acknowledge, 
that  on  fome  few  occafions  he  permitted  himfelf  to  exercife  an 
auAerity  of  command  that  bordered  upon  oriental  defpotifnu 
On  the  9th  of  Oftober,  1778,  he  removed,  by  an  irregular 'ex- 
ercife of  hit  authcH-ity,  the  prefident  and  five  members  of  the 
council  of  juftice,  becaufe  they  refufed  to  deliver  up  fome  oii- 
ginal  papers,  which  they  juftly  confidered  as  facred,  the  deten- 
tion being  enjoined  by  their  oath  of  (ccrecy.  The  company  at 
home,  incenfed  at  this  proceeding,  foon  after  reftored  them  to 
their  o£Eices,  and  ordered  that  their  fabrics  fhould  be  paid  from 
the  day  of  their  depofition« 

Notwithftanding  this,  De  Klerk's  modefty  and  forbearance 
were  lingular,  and  exemplary  on  many  occafions,  for  although 
he  had  fucceeded  to  the  chief  command  in  I777»  yet  he  would 
not  permit  himfelf  to  be  publicly  inftalled  until  July  lOtfa, 
1779,  when  he  had  received  a  confirmation  of  his  appointment 
from  his  ferene  highnefs  the  Prince  of  Orange,  who  tranfmit- 
ted  a  letter  of  congratulation  upon  the  occafion. 

The  infirmities  9f  age  now  crept  faft  upon  him  ;  but  fuch 
was  the  a<£livity  of  his  mind,  that,  inilead  of  panting  for  retire* 
ment,  he  was  accuftomed  to  fay,  *'  that  a  governor  general 
ibould  die  with  a  fiyord  in  one  hand  and  a  pen  in  the  other.** 

He  however  permitted  himfelf  at  laft  to  be  perfuaded,  in  the 
month  of  Augufty  I779»  to,  withdraw  to  his  country  feat,  called 
Grogol,  about  fix  or  feven  miles  from  Batavia,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  air ;  there  he  was  feized  with  an  illnefs  which  finally 
ended  in  his  death.  Although  incapable  of  difcharging  the 
fundions  of  government,  he  liowever  did  not  dream  of  refign- 
ing;  but,  in  March  1780,  he  applied  to  the  council  to  be  ex- 
onerated from  the  duties  of  his  office  until  he  (hould  recover, 
and  Mr.  Alting,  then  dtre£tor  general,  was  appointed  to  the 
temporary  fuperintendeoce  of  public  aJiairs.  . 

Governor 
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Governor  De  Klerk  now  approached  his  end,  for  he  loft  hit 
memory,  and  e]chibited  every  fymptom  of  diflblution.  He  ac- 
cordingly died  September  i,  1780,  when  he  had  nearly  attained 
the  70th  year  of  age ;  a  period  of  life  to  which  but  few  arrive 
even  in  Europe,  ^nd  almoft  none  but  natives  in  Batavia.    . 

The  corpfe,  according  to  cuftom,  was  carried  to  the  caftle, 
whence  it  was  conveyed,  on  the  4th,  to  the  Ehitch  church, 
with  great  pomp  and  fplendour,  and  interred  there,   next  to ' 
that  of  Veryffel,  his  old  friend  and  patron  *. 

Thus,  from  the  humble  Situation  of  a  common  failor  in 
Europe,  De  Klerk  rofe  by  flow  degrees  to  be  governor-general 
of  the  Dutch  Indies,  after  ierving  the  company,  with  fidelity 
and  talents,  upwards  of  half  a  century;  In  a  country  famous 
for  corruption,  he  appears  to  have  kept  his  hands  clean ;  rifing 
from  the  dregs  of  the  people,  he  fcems  to  have  pofiefied  Jittle 
or  none  of  that  haughtinefs  fo  difgufting  in  an  upftart.  In 
.  Hiort,  although  he  had  fome  faults,  yet,  upon  the  whole,  he 
was  one  of  the  moft  able  and  upright  magiftrates  that  ever  fa« 
pcrintended  the  affairs  of  Holland,  or,  indeed,  of  any  modern 
European  nation  in  Afia*  S, 
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There  is  a  falfe  pride,  generally  attendant  on  fudden  ele- 
vation, which  induces  both  families  and  individuals  to  throw  a 
veil  over  their  origin..  And  yet,  when  this  fubjcil  is  foberly 
canvaflcd,  furely  nothing  can  be  fo  ridiculous;  for  is  it  not  infi- 
nitely more  honourable  to  be  the  origin,  rather  than  the  mere 
continuator,  of  an  opulent  and  refpcdlable  race  ?  the  root^  in  pre- 
ference to  the  branch,. of  an  at'piring  progeny?  The  prejudices 

*  Sec  Appendix  to  Vol.  HI.  of  Siavorinus'  Voyages, 
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of  mankind  are,  however,  in  this  itiftance,  as  in  many  others* 
at  variance  with  reafon ;  and  we  feldom  find  men  coming  for  - 
ward  like  a  late  American,  equally:  celebrated  in  the  philofo* 
phical  as  in  the  political  world,  who  frankly  owned,  during  his 
cmbafTy,  that  he  was  the  fon  of  a  tallow-chandler ;  and  com- 
mcnced  his  will,  fometime  previous  to  his  deceafe,  with  the  rc- 
ct^nition  of  his  being  a  printer*,  and  minifter  plenipofentiary* 
The  want  of  this  manly  boldnefs  has  overftiadowed  the  early 
life  of  many  celebrated  men,  and  concealed  a  variety  of  intcr- 
efting  and  inftru6Hve  circumftances  from  the  public  eye. 

Of  the  origin  of  the  late  chairman  of  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany, all  that  is  known  with  certainty  is,  that  he  was.  a  native 
of  Wales ;  that  his  parents  were  extremely  poor  ;  and  that  he 

had  many  difficulties  to  ftruggle  with  in  his  youth.  If  my  in- 
formant, who  came  from  tliat  neighbourhood,  be  corrc(St,  he 
was  born  near  Milford-Haven  in  1721,  and  forfome  time  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  hufbandry,  in  the  humble  (lation  of  a 
plough-boy.  The  fight  of  the  ocean  has  infplred  many  adven- 
turous youths  with  the  idea  of  becoming  failors ;  and  perhaps 
the  continual  view  of  the  noble  harbour  juft  mentioned,  and 
the  adjacent  fea,  which  prefcnted  themfelves  in  every  direAiou* 
may  have  infpired  him  with  wiHies  that  led  to  the  completion 
of  his  future  deftiny.  ' 

We  know,  from  good  authority  f,  that  at  the  age  of  twelve 
he  became  a  failor,  and  that  a  period  of  more  than  twenty  years 
elapfed  before  he  obtained  the  command  of  a  (hip.  He  began 
bis  caieei  in  the  merchant  fervice  ;  but,  in  1738,  we  find 
him  ferving  under  the  gallant  Sir  Edward,  afterwards  lord 
Hawke,  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  it  is  fufpefled,  however,  from 
circumftances,  that  he  was  not  in  the  way  of  promotion  as  a 
cnidfhipman,  but  might  have  a£led  in  fome  other  ftatton  which 
he  had  obtained,  rather  by  good  behaviour  than  interelk ;  and 
we  hint  ihis^   merely  with  the  view  of  inferring,  that  no  cn- 


•  "  I  Benjamin  FraBWln,  printer,  at  prcfcnt  minifttr-plenipotf  ntlary  from  the  united 
and  indeprn^cot  ftatcs  of  America  to  hrs  mod  chriilian  majcfty  Louis  XVI-  king  uf 
Ftucc,  hereby  declare  my  Uft  wiU  aiid  ccllamcnt,"  &c. 

•f  The  iaformatton  of  bi$  wido*',  the  late  lady  James?. 

tcrprtfing 
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terprifing  youilg    maa    ought   to    be    deterred    by  common 
difficulties^ 

Some  years  after,  he  procured  the  command  of  a  fliip  in  th« 
Virginia  trade ;  and  on  this  occafion  experienced  no  fmall  por- 
tion of  the  frowns  of  fortune ;  for  he  was  taken  prifoner  by  the 
Spaniards,  who  do  not  treat  their  captives  with  any  remarkable 
degree  of  mildnefs,  and  carried  into  the  Havannah,  which  has 
been  the  grave  of  fo  many  Englishmen.  From  a  dungeon  in 
the  ifland  of  Cuba,  both  he  and  his  men  were,  however,  at 
length  releafed;  but  it  was  only  to  experience  frefti  cala- 
mities. Having  embarked  on  board  a  brig  for  the  colony  of 
South  Carolina,  a  very  hard  gale  of  wind  came  on  the  feoond 
day  after  their  departure,  and  the  velTel,  which  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  calculated  to  encounter  the  occafional  hurricanes 
of  thofe  latitudes,  drained  fo  much,  that  the  moft  imminent 
clanger  enfued.  The  pumps  were  fet  to  work ;  the  people  un- 
employed at  them  were  occupied  in  bailing  out  the  water; 
in  Hiort,  every  exertion  was  made,  but  the  vefiel  could  not  be 
kept  afloat. 

At  length  Mr.  James,  and  feven  of  the  crew,  defpairing  of 
any  other  means  of  fafety,  got  into  the  boat,  with  a  little  bag 
of  bifcuits  and  a  keg  of  water :  foon  after  this,  the  brig,  as  bad 
been  forefcen,  went  down  and  difappcared.  In  her  fmall  boat 
they  remained  twenty  days,  expofed  not  only  to  the  danger  of 
the  winds  and  waves,  but  ex{)eriencing  the  flow  approaches  of 
famine,  and  dying  a  thoufand  deaths,  amidft  protrafled  exift* 
ence>  in  the  terrible  anticipation  of  a  fatal  cataftrophe. 
The  fupply  of  frefh  water  being  unfortunately  very  fcanty, 
was  regularly  diflributed,  in  equal  portions,  from  the  com- 
mander's fnuff-box ;  and  their  bread  became  difguAful  by  being, 
wetted  with  the  fea,  'which,  during  two  whole  days,  made  a 
breach  over  them. 

Being  unprovided  with  a  compafs,  they  had  no  idea  where 
they  were,  or  towards  what  part  they  were  driven :  the  appear* 
ance  of  any  l^nd,  however,  would  have  been  grateful;  and 
they  at  length  enjoyed  the  delightful  profpedl  on  the  twentieth 
day  after  tlie  brig  had  funk.  It  proved  to  be  Cuba — the  very 
1  iame 
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fame  ifland  whence  they  bad  fet  out ;  and  the  (pot  which  they 
firft  reached  was  not  ten  miles  diftaut  from  tlieir  aid  prij^xi. 
But  a  prifon  had  bo  longer  any  horrors  for  them ;  and  they 
Kadityy  and  even  cordially,  delivered  themfelves  up  to  the  Spa- 
ntard^  who  received  them  once  more  into  captivity  :  and  it  as 
iK)t  a  Ikde  remarkable,  that  but  one  out  of  the  eight  pe- 
nned. They  were  all,  however,  afie£ted  with  the  hardiiitps 
they  had  experienced,  and  the  ule  of  their  limbs  was  interdidled 
for  a  considerable  time. 

Having  at  length  found  means  to  return  to  England  *,  be 
entered  into  the  fervicc  of  the  £a(l  India  company  in  1747  ;  at 
which  period  it  was  but  a  petty  trading  aflbciation,  for  a  few 
obfcure  merchants  of  Lcadenhall-ftreet  were  at  that  time  the 
feudal  tenants  of  the  Mogul,   and  had  not  yet  dreamed  of  being 
fovereigns  of  Hindooftan.    In  their  (ervice  he  made  two  voyagOB 
2S  chief  mate;  and  having  evinced  much  good  condu<S,  anddif- 
played  confiderable  talents,  he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of 
a  new  (hip  equipped  for  war,  and  called  the  Guardian,  from  the 
fituation  in  which  (he  was  defiined  to  be  employed,  and  which 
led  to  his  own  future  fortune  and  preferment.     Soon  after  this 
he  failed  from  Bombay,  with  orders  to  protedl  the  trade  on  the 
Malabar  coaft,  then  greatly   annoyed  by  the  depreddtioas  of 
Angria,  and  other  pirates,  who  feem  to  have  done  occafionally 
by   fea  what  the  Moors  and  Europeans  did  daily  by  bnd: 
that  is,   they  xittacked  thofe  weaker  than  themfelves  ;  with  this  dif- 
ference, indeed,  that  the  naval  marauders,  inftead  of  being  only 
at  enmity  with  one  foe  at  a  time,  lived  by  the  indifcriminate 
pjunder  of  all  who, happened  to  be  lefs  powerful  than  them- 
felves. 


*  Tlte  author  of  this  article  has  be^p  told,  that  Sic  VVilliam  marrkd,  for  the  firft 
tinie>  about  this  period,  and  that  his  wife  ke|>C  a  public  houre  in  W.ipping,  called,  from 
the  fign,  ««  the  red  cow ;"  but  he  will  not  guarantee  the  truth  of  the  aflcrtioa.  One 
amiable  trait  he,  however,  cannot  um it  here.  After  havlag  tailed  the  fruits  of  prof" 
perity,  be  returned  to  Wales,  inquired  eameilly  after  a  young  woman  with  whom, 
while  yetchiUmi,  he  had  interchanged  a  promifc  of  marriage ;  jocularly  reproached  her 
for  not  keeping  her  word ;  exercifed  fome  ads  of  fiiendflbip  towards  the  hufband,  and 
prefented  his  'ju§julam  fwcctbeart  witl)  a  gown  which  he  had  bmrught  with  htm  oa 
purpolc. 

Of 


4$  Sm  WItLIAM  JAMESy  KART. 

Of  this  dafs  of  men,  and  their  country,  it  h  here  neceffiny 
to  fay  fomething  by  way  of  elucidation.  That  extenfive  trzGtf 
reaching  nearly  from  Bombay  to  Goa,  is  called  the  Pirate 
Coaji*.  We  learn  from  Pliny,  that  the  Roman  Eaft  India 
trade  was  fubje£t  to  the  inroads  of  the  inhabitants,  who  appear, 
at  that  time,  to  have  been  Arabians;  an^,  according  to  the  accu- 
rate Rennet,  no  fituation  can  poffibly  be  better  adapted  for  the 
purpofes  of  naval  depredation ;  for  although  the  general  outline 
be  apparently  ftraight  and  uniform,  the  ihore  is  every  where 
niched  with  bays  and  recedes.  The  multitude  of  fmall  porta 
afibrd  a  fecure  afylum,  while  the  elevated  inland  ftations,  being 
favourable  to  diftant  vifion,  have  fitted  this  neighbourhood  to  be 
the  chofen  feat  of  piracy.  The  (hallownefs  of  the  harbours,  and 
the  ftrength  of  the  country  within,  are  well  calculated  to  pro- 
tect the  freebooters  from  extirpation  ;  and,  indeed,  afford  fuch 
fecurity,  that,  after  all  our  vidlories,  they  are  neafly  as  nu- 
merous at  this  day  as  ever,  and  will  probably  continue  to  infeft 
the  Indian  feas  as  long  as  there  is  any  commerce  to  be  preyed 
upon.  While  their  fellow  corfairs  of  Barbary  are  compelled  to 
rove  at  a  diftance  from  their  own  (hores  in  fearch  of  booty,  here 
the  prizes  come  within  fight  of  the  coaft,  and  the  grabs  and 
gallivats  may  lie  fecure  in  port  until  it  be  difcovered  whether 
the  opportunity  for  obtaining  booty  be  favourable  or  not. 

During  the  time  that  the  Mogul  ertipire  remained  profpcrous, 
care  was  taken  to  reprefs  the  outrages  of  thefe  men,  and 
Dunda  Rajapore  f  was  the  name  of  the  harbour  at  which 
Aurengzebe*s  fleet  rendezvoufed  for  that  purpofe,  under  the 
command  of  the  Siddee,  or  high  admiral,  who,  like  the  Comes 
Liitoris  Saxonict  of  our  own  ifland,  was  employed  to  repel  the  in- 
curfions  of  rovers  of  all  kinds. 

One  of  the  principal  of  thefe  faftnefles  was  called  Bancoote^ 
or  ViSoria,  the  latter  of  which  names  it  ftill  retains,  Severn- 
droog,  Sunderdoo,  and  Vingoirla,  are  fo  many  rocks  fituated  in 
lat.   15^  22'  30",  fix  or  feven  miles  from  the  ftiore.     The 

*  Ptolomy  gives  a  lift  of  the  ports,  m4  he  terms  the  natives  *Ky^^  tm^rm, 
f  Penoani's  Uindoofton^  VoU  I.  p.  104. 

chief. 
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chief,  however,  yet  remains  Co  be  mentioned:  this  is  Gherlah^ 
nearly  midvray  betweM  Bombay  and  Goa ;  and  it  appertained 
to  the  mod  noted  freebooter,  whofe  name  was  Angria,  and  wh9 
poflefled  great  power,  and  lived  in  a  kind  o(  regal  ftate.  In 
fhorty  t1vs^was  the  Algiers  of  the  Indian  pirate  coail;  and  had 
been  long  the  residence  of  a  fucoeflion  of  Angrias :  the  firft  of 
whom,  Conagqs  Angria,  an  adventurer  in  the  time  of  Aureng*' 
zebe»  having  been  entrufted  by  the  Mahrattas  with  the  com- 
mand of  the  port  of  Sevem-droog,  betrayed  his  tnift,  declared 
himfelf  independent  of  bis  mafter,  extended  his  territories  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  along  the  coaft,  and  as  far  inwards 
as  the  Ghauts;  while  negroes,  muflblmen,  and  renegado 
chxiflians,  flocking  to  bis  ftandaid,  this  coriair  and  his  fucceilbrs 
became  formidable  by  their  power  and  depredations. 

The  nature  of  the  fervice  in  which  captain  James  was  now 
employed,  afforded  him  almoft  daily  opportunities  of  afcertain* 
ing  the  llrength,  learning  the  habits,  and  even  contefting  the 
power  of  thefe  marauders.  During  the  two  years  occupied  by 
him,  in  convoying  the  merchant  fliips  from  Bombay  and  Surat 
to  the  Red  Sea,  the  gulph  dfPerfia,  and  along  the  Malabar 
coaft  from  the  gulph  of  Cambay  to  cape  Comorin,  he  was 
frequently  attacked  by  the  vcflels  of  the  difPerent  piratical  dates. 
Atone  time,  when  he  had  near  feventy  fail  under  his  proteAion, 
be  was  aflailed  by  a  large  fleet  of  Anj;ria*s  frigates  and  gallivats, 
not  badly  provided  with  guns,  and,  as  ufual,  full  of.  men. 
Havii^  formed  the  line  with  his  little  fquadron,  confiding  of  th^ 
Guanfian,  Bombay  grab,  and  Drake  bomb-ketch,  he  en- 
gaged the  enemy,  and  kept  them  in  dofe  adion,  while  his  con^ 
voy  got  £ife  into  Tellicherry.  In  this  conflict,  during  which 
the  hope  of  vidory  inflamed  one  fide,  and  that  of  plunder  in^ 
fpired  the  other,  and  which  feems,  on  the  part  of  both,  to  have 
been  difputed  with  great  animation,  the  brave  Englifli  com« 
mander  funk  one  of  the  enemy's  largeft  gallivats,  and  obliged 
the  reft  to  take  Ihelter  in  Gheriah  and  Sevem-droog. 

It  may  eafily  be  fuppofed,  jfaat  th^  fiime  of  this  action  igoa 
procured  additional  preferment «» the  oxnmander.  Actit)ixlingly, 
in  the  beginning  of  1751,  after  a  period  of  only  fi»ur  years  fer  • 

^  irice> 
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Vice,  xA  but  two  fmra  his  firft  promorbci  to  a  Alp,  captain 
James  was  Appointed  commander  in  diief  cif  the  Eaft  India 
roibpany^s  maruic  forces,  and  hoifted  his  Breid  pendant,  as 
commoddre,  on  board  the  Pr6teaor,  a  forty-four  gun  fliip* 

Thedcpredatldifs  6f  the  jJirtites  bid  rendered  the  nafvigWion  of 
Tingle  veiDTebextreihely  hazlardous ;  and  the  recent  capfUfedf  « 
^utch  fifty  gun  ftiip,  arid  f^art  of  her  convoy,  made  ^hcm 
more  thian'ufually  daring. 

It  was  rcfolved,  thcrefdrc,  to  conlirtertcc  an  irnmcffiitfe  *tock 
on  this  ncft  of  marauders,  ind  dcftrby  fome  of  thehr  principal 
fettlements.  Accordiilgly,  on  April  a,  1755,  commodbfe  Jdmcs 
on  board  the  Protedtbr,  which  Vas  a  fine  *  (lout  veflbl,  with  h'fs  old 
ihip  theGaardlan,  the  fiombay,  andt)raTce,  her  former  conforts, 
and  a  few  gallivats/failed  from  one  of  the  company's  ports  *,  on 
an  expedition  frbm'Which  gr'&it  ^varttagcs^cfe  augured.  'Ghe- 
riah,  the  principal  fortrefi  and  capital  of  Angria,  appeared  too 
formidable  for  'fo  'friaall  a  force ;  bat  Sevem^droog,  Where  his 
fleet  often  took  flieltcr  aiW  refitted,  aflbi^ed  a  better 'pr6fpd(ft  of 
fuccefs,  and  a  certainty  6f  cotlfidcrable  bb«y  to  the*ti<£l5rs.     It 
was  the  fec6nd  port  on  thU  coafl  in  pohtt  bf  ftrength ;  batteries 
defended  It  along  (he  whole  O^teht  of  the-fliore,  while  the 
mouth  of  the  Ifarboarivas  protoSedby  acaftlc  mounting  fevfcntr 
pieces  of  cannon,  'which  woUld  albne  have  rendered  it  nearly 
impregnable,  had  it 'been  in  the  pdfleflion  of  to  Etin^>esto*p6wcr. 
After  rccormoitering  the'place,  thei£ngK(h  comhiodore  hav- 
•  ing  the  advantage  of  a  leading  wind,  fteered  his  little  fleet  «lofe 
•^  to  the  walls,  and  commenced  a  fevere  fire  on  thcgarrifon.   The 
Drake,  Aationed  at  a  greater  diftance  in  the  rear,  'in  the  mean 
time  threw  in  her  bombs  with  contklerable  effe£^ ; -^nd,  hi  tefs 
than  three  hours,  the.  governor,  who  was  vnaccuAonfed  to  the 
horrcafs  of  a  reguhr  fiege,  became  fo  completely  intiftiidated, 
that  he  lurrcndered  the  caftle,  and  the  vefiels  in  the  harboUrf. 
Fort  y idoria,  and  four  oth«rs,  next  day  fisiUowed  the  exam- 


f  The  Mabmtai,  'who,  as  wtll  as  ^e  £ng;Hlli^  hfti  teea  fnffeitrs  hf  ti)e  ftvcbooiM 
firetended  to  be  deiirous  to  contribute  their  aflTifUnce  on  this  occafidn^  and,  fecordioglyi 
tictcd  out  a  tec  for  that  purp<tfe;  but  it  ocver  cauKC  withia  reach  ol  the  bnem/'s  gunt. 
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plerof  iSc^vqrn-drpog  ;  and  vrblle  this  brillumt  achieyement  not 
j2  Unit  beightencd  the  .fame  already  acquired  by  the  vifVori  it 
9dd^  g^eatljy  to  ,the  gjlory  of -the  Englifli  arms  in  the  £aft*. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  expedition  ferved  greatly  to  facilitate  an- 
other of  itUe  fame  kind,  4>f  jftUlgre^itcr  ^nagnitjujlc.  Qn  Jiis  ar- 
rival at  39fnbay,  the  ufual  iftation  of  his  |leet»  the.cqmtnoclorc 
.fou\)d .rear-admiral  Wa^jqn.thfrc  ,\vith.a  confider^ble  foi^ce ;  aod 
the  .goYcmmei^t  deeming  .this  an^eycellent  opportunity  to  anni« 
^ila^e  ,tbe  power  of  Angria,  copfulted  with  that  celebrated 
officer  on  the  beft  means. of  eSeifling  it.  Jt  was  accordingly  de- 
termined th|sit  commodpre  James,  who  .had  fo  lately  proved  hiqfi- 
Xelf  an  expei:ienced  cpmmandery  (hould.now  difpUyhis  qualities 
as. a. good  Teaman.  In  confequence  of  this.^efolutionshe  f(:t  fail 
for  ApgrjaV capital ;,  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  towards  tb» 
duik;.ftood  ip  clofe  under  the  walls  of  GJieriah,  and  in  the 
coDiie  of  the  night  fitted  put  his  boat,  in  which  he  himfelf 
took  all  tlie  fQUfidiijgs,  .examined  all  the  bearings,  and  made 
hii^i^f  intimately  ju:quainted.with  the  various  channels  leading 
to  this  celebrated  fortrefs. 

.Having  e|Ie<Sked  all  this  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days,  he  re- 
turned to  Bombay,  and,gaye  in  his  report  to  the  Engliih  admi- 
ral. .The  a^ack,  being  imm^iately  determined  upon,  the  nec^f- 
fary  tro9p5,.0ore$,  Apc.^were embarked  with  all poffible' difpatch, 
and  lieu^enant^cplonf  I,  afterwards  lord  Clive,  was  appointed  to 
the  command  of  the  land  forces.  The  united. (quadron,  con- 
iilHpg  of  the  company's  veflels  before  enugierated,  and. three 
liw  of  .battle  fMps,  with  .fev.eral  frigates,  belonging  to  Great 
Britain,  ^rrive.d  oflF  the  doftin^d  port  February  lo,  1756.  Tlie 
poft  of  honour  fecms  to  have  be^n  aiCgned  to  the  /commodore 
upon  this  occaiion ;  for  he  flood  in  with  the  Prote£tpr,  and  led 
one  dixiiion  of  the  fquadron  to  the  attack,  while  the  frintes  and 
bom)):Jcetch^  forj^ied  an.otl;ter.  In  the  mean  time  the  ihips  of 
the  line,,  cal^ul^jted , frpm  their  weight  of  jnetal  tp  make  a 
^quicker  and  more  laftijig  imprei&pn,  comm.^O^^ed  a  fjarious  ^a^^ 
non;^e.  ,Wfaile.tbefe.  fitenced  thei  fixe  of  the  caftle  and  batteries, 
the  (hi^s  f^ptsi  X^  ketches, .dejQtr9yedthe^ fleet, ., which  hi^d  Jbcen 

*  drmc'sHift.  X.  4x1. 
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hauled  for  fafcty  into  the  inner  harbour.  Terror  and  difmay 
now  reigned  within  the  walls,  and  before  the  cl</fe  of  the  even- 
ing the  flag  of  fubmiffion  was  hung  out,  and  the  governor 

capitulated. 

Thus  in  lefs  than  twenty-four  hours,  and  at  the  expeoce  of 
no  more  than  twenty  men,  a  fmall  fquadron,  bravely  led  on  and 
admirably  conduced,  without  any  efficient  fervice  from  the 
army,  made  itfelf  mafler  of  Gheriah,  and  all  its  dependencies. 

Tullagee  Angria,  the  laft  of  that  name,  efcaped  a  few  days 
before  the  attack,  of  which  he  had  received  intimation  ;  but  left 
behind  him  his  wife  and  children,  who,  to  the  honour  of  the 
Engliih  admiral,  were  treated  by  him  with  great  humanity. 
But  if  this  chief  was  carelefs  of  his  offspring,  and  infenfible  to 
the  fate  of  his  family,  he  was  jealous  at  lead  of  his  wealth; 
for  he  carried  away  all  his  immenfe  treafure,  except  about  the 
value  of  .ioo,oooI.  fterling,  and  thus  prevented  any  further 
contention  between  the  army  and  navy,  who,  according  to 
Mr.  Pennant,  had  nearly  quarrelled  about  the  divi/loa  of 
the  fpoil  before  they  had  obtained  it. 

But  it  was  not  againft  barbarians  alone  that  commodore 
James  diftinguifhed  himfelf.  Soon  after  this,  while  cruifing  off 
the  Malabar  coaft,  he  fpied  and  gave  chace  to  a  French  Ihip, 
called  I'lndienne,  from  the  Mauritius,  greatly  fupeiior  to  his 
own  lit  both  men  and  guns ;  but  in  a  fhort  time  after  being 
brought  to  ai£ton,  (he  ftruckand  was  carried  into  Bombay. 

Thefe,  however,  were  exploits  to  which  nerve  and  fmew 
contribute  not  a  little ;  and  in  which  the  heart  has,  to  the  full,  as 
much  cronceru  as  the  head.  An  adventure,  in  which  confi* 
derable  fcience  was  difplayed,  next  engaged  his  attention,  and 
incrcafed  his  fame.  It  had  been  long  fuppofed  by  comnriodorQ 
James,  that  it  was  pollible,  by  getting  out  of  the  courfe.  of  th 
trade  winds,  for  a  vcITel  to  reach  a  latitude  where  variable  gal( 
prevailed,  and  that  a  communication  might  thus  be  kept  u 
between  different  parts  of  the  company's  fettlements  at  all  time 
of  tlie  year.  He  accordingly  rcfoWed  to  attempt  this,  and  ac 
rually  fucceeded.  Sailing  from  Bombay,  in  a  clean Jhif^  in  thJ 
midft  of  a  contrary  mon(bon,  he  ftecred  from  land,  got  into  ffl 
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yourable  weathpr,  and  arrived  on  the  Cbromandel  coaft,  to  the 
furprife  of  the  whole  fettlement,>  after  a  vopge  nearly  as  (hort, 
in  point  of  duration,  as  had  been  commonly  made  during  a  £1- 
vourable  fealbn.  This  event  was  not  oiily  attended  with  agree* 
able  lefults  as  a  fpeculation»  but  was  actually  pregnant  with 
pra&ical  benefits ;  for  it  was  he  who,  on  this  occafion,  not 
only  carried  the  fir(l  intelligence  of  the  war  with  France,  which 
had  been  received  at  Bombay  by  aq  overland  difpatch  from  Eng- 
land, but,  at  the  fame  time,  brought  five  hundred  troops  to  the 
aififtance  of  Bengal ;  by  which  admiral  Watfon  and  colonel 
Give  were  enabled,  in  March  1757,  ^^  ^^^  Chandenagore 
from  the  enemy,  and  thus  ruin  their  trade  and  confequence  in 
the  Eaft  *. 

Having  now  obtained  aconfiderable  fortune  by  his  (hare  of  the 
prize  money  of  Severn-droog,  Gheriah,  &c.  as  well  as  by  the 
gains  refulting  from  his  own  mercantile  tranfad^ions,  he  returned 
in  1 759  to  his  native  country,  purchafed  an  eftate  at  Eltham  in 
Kent,  and  foon  after  married  Mifs  Goddard,  a  lady  of  a  very 
refpe^^ble  family  in  Wiltfliire.  The  Eafl  India  company,  in 
teftimony  of  his  fervices,  immediately  prefented  him  with  a 
handfome  gold-hilted  fword,  on  the  blade  of  which  his  exploits 
were  enumerated.  Government,  however,  did  not  at  this  period 
reward  his  merits ;  and  we  are  forry  to  add,  that  it  was  not  un- 
til his  naval  trophies  were  nearly  faded  in  the  remembrance  of 
his  contemporaries,  that  he  was  honoured  with  a  title.  Indeed 
It  is  mod  likely,  that  had  he  not  occupied  confiderable  fituations 

at  home,  in  whldi  he  had  an  opportunity  of  conferring  favours, 
none  would  ever  have  been  received. 

Moft  gentlemen,  who  have  obtained  fortui^es  in  India,  afpire, 


*  We  are  informtd,  m  the  hlftorj  of  HiJidoofton,  Vol.  I.  p*  260^'*  that  in  cffcA* 
ing  this  paflage,  the  commodore  trofled  the  equator  in  the  meridian  of  Bombay,  and 
contiAiied  his  courfe  to  the  fouthward  as  far  as  the  troth  degitc,  and  then  was  ena* 
bled  to  go  as  far  to  the  eaihrard,  as  the  meridian  of  Atcheen  head,  the  N.  W.  ex- 
tremity of  Sumatra,  from  whence  with  the  N.  E«  monfoon^  whkh  then  pitvailed  in 
the  bay  of  Bcngaf,  he  eoold  with  eaCe  gain  the  entrance  of  the  Ganges,  os  any  port 
on  the  Coioaaodel  co«ft.'*  The  track  ia  bid  down  in  Arrowfaith*i  map  of  the 
wocld.  *  \ 
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on  their  sflrrlval  here,  to  the  management  of  the  company's  af- 
fdrs*  Tht  commodore  accordingly  beoime  a  candidate  for  the 
dife&orihtpf^  s^d  not  only  procured  a  feat  in  Leadenhall-jflreet, 
btit  was"  appointed^  firft  deputy  chairmanV  sCfid  thdn  chairnvan^ 
offices  of  great  cofkHderationi  and  to  which  confiderable*  influence 
is  neceiTstrily  attadied. 

At  length,  on  July  25,*  17)8,  his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  con- 
fer uponhimf  arbaroitetagc ;  he  alfd  obtained  a  feat  for  a  Coririft  * 
borough;  wis  elected  one  of  the  elder  brethren,  and  deputy 
inafter  of  die  Trinity  Houfe ;  a  |pvernor  of  Greenwich  Hof- 
pital  j  slrid,  whenever  he  was  not  oMrged.to  rijrfwin  oot  by  rota- 
tion, was  realppointed,  during  inofe  thtfri  f^enty  years,  a  dtrc&dr 
of  the  Eaft  India  company. 

Having  Been  atctiftemed  frotti  hk  ear  1^  youth  va  a»  a&'tvi  Fife, 
lie  was  always  bdfied  about  fcliemes  of  gerieird  hnportance. 
When  Louis  XVI.  todk-pdlt  <*tth  tittf  Americairi  colonies^  and 
a  wat  in  confe^ufehtte  enfucd  between  this  cotrtitry  and  F#aiice, 
Sir  William,  ever  attentive  to  the  arfairs  of  the  E^fft  liidia  com- 
pahyy  planned  the  annihilation  of  the  eheiiiy*^  pmVef  iri  Indi;t, 
by  the  capture  of  PonllicKerry,  which  was  accordingly  takdn  iti 
confequence  of  liis  fuggeftions,  but  reftored  at  the  j5cace.  'l^he 
company  was  fo  confcious  of  his  merits  upon  this  occafion,  that 
be  was  prefented  with  a  fervicc  of  plate. 

His  health  now  began  to  4ccline,  and  his  cohflitut'on  exhi- 
bited but  too  many  palpable  fymptoms  of  premature  decay^  in 
confequeAce  of  the  fatigues  to  whicli  he  had  been  expofed,  and 
the  unhealthy  climates  in  which  he  had  refided  in  early  life. 
Immediately  before  his  daughter's  marriage,  fome  prefages  of  an 
apoplexy  were  difcovered  j  and  on  .the  Vteiy  day  that  ceremony^ 
wh^ich  bad  his  full  aiTent,  fook  place  in  St.  Anne's  church,  lie 
fell  down  in  a  fit  and  expired,  December  16,  1783^  aged  fixty- 
two. 

Lady  James,  his  widow,  who  is  alfo  iince  dead,  determin- 
ed to  crcfik  *  monument  to  his  memory  on  the  northern  brow 
of  Shooter's  hiU>  ^ndi  being  a  woman  of  Coniiderable  tafte» 

•  Weft  Looc, 
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ihe  was.  relblved  tp  eSBoSt  ber  purppfe  in  a  moniicr  that  could  Dot 
bil  to  attra^  the  notice  of  ev9:y  traveller  who  pafled  Into  Kent : 
indeeili  this  teftimoay  of  her  aflS^ioix  niay  be  difip^vered  in  a 
vlear  4^y  Axkh  mapy  p^ns.  o£  the  metropolis^  and  from  the  tops 
of  iBoft  o£the  public  bttiUii^** 

By  way  of  perpetuating  the  memory  of  the  capture  of  Severn* 
^l{QOg»  tbc  year  afteir  tbc  death  of  its  viAorious  aflailant,  (he 
caufeda  cafiellated  building  to  be  erefled,  after  a  defign  by  ^Ir« 
Juppt  ^  fmmnit  of  which  is  npwards  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
ieet  higher  thafv  the  top  of  St.  Pau^Vcu^la.  It  coniiQs  of  three 
{lories,  and  is  farmounted  by  battlements.  T^he  infide  Js  fitted 
up  ixk  9fk  a^Pliropri^le  manner,  with  arms,  partiians,  ihiclds, 
daggers,  javelins,  &c.  9ppertaining  tK»  the  various  najtioos  of  the 
£aft ;  and  the  whole  is  £>  ooatrived  as  to  impreft  the. mind  with 
the  belief  that  it  is  the  identical  armoury  appertaining  to  Angria. 
In  the  room  above  this,  the  nava^  adion^  and  enterprifltfs  of  the 
Commodore  ate  painted  on  she  ceiling ;  and  there  is  a  moft  ad* 
mirabie  view  of  London,  the  river  Thames,  the  ibipping,  and 
the  a^aeent  eoonlry,  froai  die  windows. 

On  a  tabltk  over  the  entrance  is  the  following  infcription : 

THIS  BUILDING  WAS  EECCTSD  MDCCLXXXIV. 

By  the  repreft ntative  of  thf  late 

SIBL  WlLl-IAM  JAIVJES,  BART. 

To  eommemorate  that  gallant  officer's  achievements  in  the 

Eaft  Indies, 
During  the  command  of  the  Crompafny^s  marine  forces  in 

tbofefipas; 

And  in  a  particular  manner  to  record  the  conqueft  of 

The  caftle  of  S£V£rki>roog,  on   the  coaft  of  Malabar, 

Which  fell  to  his  fuperior  virtue  and  able  conduct, 

On  the  54  4^y  of  April,  MDgCLV.t 

From 

*  The  fpot  oa  wUch  tkit  moaumcnc  has  been  ^re^led  poflefl^s  to  commiftdips  an 
iffcA,  chat  it  ha«  been  lisleded  for  the  lite  of  s  teltgrapli,  which  cooiAuiucatet  oa 
oae  A  with  the  Admiralty^  and  on  the  other  with  the  flag  Ihip  at  the  Nore, 

t  la-tbe  fame  vanlt  with  Sir  William  Jamet,  the  body  of  General  GoddanI,  wh« 
diSlBguiAcd  himfell  by  hit  achiefcm^nts  in  India,  lica  aUb  interred,  by  the  care  9f 

E4  ,         ^ 


j5  SIR  WILLIAM  JAMES. 

From  the  above  narrative  it  may  be  eafily  perceived  that  Sir 
William  James  was  an  able  feaman  and  excellent  commander ; 
and  that  to  thofe  profei&onal  qualities  he  united  thofe  of  an  en* 
lightened  fuperintendent,  and  a  faithful  guardian  df  the  afiain  of 
a  company  which  he  had  long  ferved,  and  to  the  flourifhing  ftate 
of  which  he  had  not  a  little  contributed. 

Although  not  inattentive  to  the  increafe  of  his  fortune^  yet . 
upon  proper  occafiohs  he  could  be  generous,  nay  munifioent ; 
and  he  is  known  at  one  time  to  have  made  a  prtfent  to  a  friend 
of  what,  on  converGon  into  moneys  would  have  produced  the 
fum  t>f  two  thoufand  pounds. 

He  was  fucceeded  in  his  title  and  eftate  by  his  eldeft  fon,  who 
them  became  ^Sr  Richard  James;  and,  on  hisdeceafe,  by  his 
youngeft,  who  alfp  died,  November  i6,  1792,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen.  Lady  Randifie,  his  only  daughter,  died  January  i8» 
1797 ;  and  his  widow,  Lady  James,  ibon  after. 

The  arms  furniihed  by  die  Heralds'  Office  to  Sir  William 

were  in  ftrid  alluiion  to  his  achievements,  as  fellows :  ^zwn^  on 

c  cbevrcn  off  betwiin  tbree  li$ns  or^  ftfffiM*  puerdant^  and  ducally 

cr9Umtdj  tbrte  find  homis  f  roper.    Crf/l,  a  fori  ob  firc^  tbefiag 

JlrucL  -  E. 

tke  late  Lady  Jimes,  to  whom  he  wai  nearly  related.  Descended  from  an  ancient 
family  in  Wildhlre,  but  bOrn  toBctie  or  no  fortune,  4ie  determined  to  carve ^ont  one 
ibr  himielf  in  Afia.  Wben  only  bctipccu  fixteen  and  ieventeen  years  of  age  he  accord* 
ingly  embarked  for  India,  and  a&ed  onder  generals  Sir  Eyre  Coote  and  Lawrence^ 
OQ  the  coafl  of  CoromaodeL  He  afterwards  ferved  during  twenty  years  in  Bengaly 
and  made  a  moft  arduous  march  acrois  the  peninfula  of  India,  which,  from  Calpy  to 
Surat,  is  a  diftance  of  eight  hondred  milef,  as  meafured  on  the  generates  own  map 
bj  the  bte  Mr.  Pennasty  who  oomfares  it  to  the  £unooa  expedition  of  Xeoophon. 

«  Poft  mortem'Qpri,  neqM  ahnis  vinci,  neque  dolo  caps  potyerunt,  revetteatef* 
que  inter  tot  indomitas  nationes,  et  baibaras  gentcs,  per  tmta  itinerts  fpttia  victute 
fe  neque  terminos  pytric  defenderunt.** 

*  Sir  Rtchsfd  James,  the  fecond  basOnet,  waa  the  ion  of  Sir  William  by  a  nati've 
'  of  Afia.     He  entered  into  the  ferrice  of  the  company,  and  was  a  captain  at  the  time 
of  his  father*s  death.    He  was  the  firft  perfon  born  in  Hlndooftan  that  fucceeded  ta 
the  hereditary  hooottn  of  England* 


FIELD. 
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FIELD-MARSHAL  BARON  DE  LOUDON, 

G&AND  CROSS  OP  THE  MILITARY  OKVtK  OF  M AHIA  THERBSA, 

AULIC  COUNSELLOR  OF  WAR,  &C. 

In  the  fcicncc  of  war  nearly  every  thing  depencis  on  the  ge- 
nius and  relburces  of  a  commander.  What  did  the  armies 
of  France  achieve  on  the  continent  durii^g  the  time  of  the  duke 
of  Marlboroagh  ?  What  were  the  exploits  of  the  Fruffians  an- 
terior to  the  reign  of  Frederick  ?  And,  it  may  be  a(ked  with 
nearly  equal  propriety,  what  laurels  have  been  gathered  by  the 
Hoafe  of  Auftria  dnce  the  death  of  Loudon  ?  This  feems  to 
have  been  the  lad  of  the  great  captains  in  the  fervice  of  the  im- 
perial family ;  and  to  that  circumftance,  perhaps,  may  in  fome' 
meafure  be  attributed  its  fudden  declenflon  in  point  of  power  and 
confequence.  It  becomes,  therefore,  an  objed  of  curioCty  at 
leaft,  if  not  of  importance,  to  trace  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the 
viflorious  Field*  Marfhal,  to  narrate  his  exploits,  and  to  eftimate 
his  charaAer.  There  will  alfo  be  fome  novelty  in  the  under- 
taking, for  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  no  account  has  as  yet 
appeared  of  this  great  man,  in  our  language ;  and,  what  is  not  a 
little  furprifmg,  he  feems  to  have  aftually  outlived  the  fame  of 
his  own  exploits,  for  he  funk  filently  into  the  grave  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  French  revolution,  without  notice,  and  almoll 
without  mention. 

Gideon  Emeil,  Baron  de  Loudon,  bom  at  Tootzen  in  17 16, 
IS  laid  to  have  been  defcended  from  the  noble  Scotch  family*  of  the 
fame  title ;  one  of  the  younger  branches  of  which,  being  adluated, 
no  doubt,  by  the  hope  of  bettering  his  fortune,  emigrated  from 

•  FieU-Marihal  Loo^n  being  anxious  to  afcertain  the  faft,  applied  to  Sir  R.  M. 
Kdth,  foimerly  minifter  from  England  at  Vienna,  and  cairied  on,  by  bit  means,  a 
correfpondeoce  with  tbe  Earl  of  Loudon,  who  prefented  him  with  a  geoeaiogical  tree 
cm  purpo&  to  verify  the  defcent,  but  this  ill-fated  pedigree  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Tartars  in  1769*  About  three  years  afur,  another  was,  however,  procured  1  property 
certified  by  tbe  CoUege  of  Heialds  at  Ediahurgb,  and  is  now  in  pofleffion  of  the  Field* 
Maribal*s  ne^w^  tbe  fnknt  Baroa  df  Lcndoa. 

La  Vic  dtt  B.  de  L.  par  Pet eL 

5  Ayrefliire 


Ayrdhire  in  At  fourteenth'oenturyy  and  fettled  in  Livonia.  His 
dcfcendants  acquired  confiderable  property  there,  and  feem  to  have 
made  icme  hitk  alteratimi  kk  their  name  ^,  diey*,  hewevcf ,  now 

bear  the  original  one. 

During  the  reign  of  Charjes  XL  of  Sweden,  the  nobility  of 
Livonia  .experienced  a  feries  of  oppreffions,  for  that  prince  did 
not  fcruple  to  revoke  the  grant?  made  to  them  on  account  of  thpir 
iervices.  Soon  after  the  acceffion  of  Charles  XII.  they  attempted 
to  piocuredie  reftoration  of  th^ir  ancient  rights  and  privileges;  but 
their  deputy,  the  celebrated  and  unfortunate  Patkul>  who  (o  coq* 
rageoufly-  pleaded  the  caufe  of  his  conilituents,  was  mod  un- 
juftly  put  to  death  by  this  tyrannical  prince,  who  thus  bafely 
avenged  himfelf  for  the  manly  freedom  with  which  the  gallant 
chief  liad  defended  the  intereils  confided  tP  bis  care,  and  no  re- 
dreis  was  ever  obtained. 

All  the  Loudons,  at  lead  tliofe  of  Livonia*  appear  to  have  been 
Ibldiers ;  and^  among  many  that  could  be  named,  the  uncle  of  the 
Field-Marfhal  entered  into  the  fervice  of  Sweden,  and  became  a 
captain  in  the  guards  of  Cliarles  XL  The  fubje^t  of  thefe  me- 
moirs being  deftincd  alfo  for  the  profelEon  of  arms,  his  education 
was  greatly  negk<Sled,  a  circumftance  he  bimfelf  always  lamented ; 
be,  however,  fortunately  obtained  fome  little  knowledge  of  geo- 
metry and  geography,  fuch  as  his  native  province  may  be  fup* 
pofed  at  that  period  capable  of  affording.  His  acquifitions,  even 
in  thefe  branches,  muft,  however,  havebcen  very- limitedr  for 
while  he  was  only  fifteen  years  of  age  (iniyji)  be  enteie^ 
into  the  fervice  of  Ruffia,  as  a  cadet  in  a  regiment  of  in£u)try. 

That  power,  which  had  fuddenly  rifen  from  obfcurity,  dMring 
the  reign  of  Peter  L  befor^  whioh  it  was  always  conCdered  as  ai> 
Aiiatic  nation,  began  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  concerns  of 
Europe.  After  giving  the  law  to  Poland,  the  Rtifliians,  under  the 
emprefs  Anne,  prepared  to  a6i  a  ftill  more  important  part ;  and 
we  accordingly  find  them  penetrating  from  the  banks  of  the 
Volga  to  thofe  of  the  Rhine^  and  entering  the  German  empire, 
for  the  firft  time*  The  objeA  in  1735  was  piecifety  the  fa«i0 
as  at  this  moment :  to  aifift  againftche  French.  Yontig  Loudon, 

^  Lpttdolm  inftead  of  Loudon. 

•    '  who 


who  (ervcfd  in  tho  »tfiiiliary  army»  lia4^  however,  no  ^ppastdtitt)^ 
of  diftingiiiAiiiig;  biinfetf»  for  the  peace  ihat  {eon-  after  csktued 
prevemdd  it  fcofii  pefformui^aiiji  cttplaitt.  w^oixby  of  teiag  re^ 
corded. 

The  TivrkS)  taking  sAvrnitaga  of  the  abfence  of  fo  krge  a  body 
of  troops,  ^e  fa{)pofed  to  have  incited  the  Tartars  ei  ihe  Crimeai 
to  coake  Hittfrlion&  into  the  neighhoorung  frrovlncesi.  On  thiy 
the  ecni^Ttft  deckved  war  againft  the  Grand  Signior,  recalle^l  hec 
forces,  new  no  k>nger  necoflTary  1p  bet  aUies,  and  pre|)ared  to 
achieve  great  encrrprHes.  The  &Iar(hal  de  Munich  infiantly 
took  fhe  fields  and,  durkig  th909  brUUaiit  GaiilpMgiiSy  among  other 
expk>USy  carried  Urn  lines  of  P6rclcep>  by  affibk ;.  feiaaed  on  Ocza* 
kow ;  gained  the  haxtle  of  Stave^il&rhaDe  ^  foix:cd  Cboczim  to 
fnrr^fKler ;  occupied  Moldavia  ^  and  puniihed  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Crimea  in  ihe  ufual  nismneri  by  piliajjing,  ravaging^  burn^ 
ing#  and  deftreying  their  covntry. 

M.  De  Loudon,  who^  after  pafling,  through  the  intermedike 
ratiks,  bad  become  a  firft  lieutenant,  V9a&  prefent  at  all  the  celebmt*' 
cd  a£tionft  t>^ofnied  in  the  courfo  pf  this  war ;  it  is  tobe  fesaredk 
that  he  alfo  participate  in  fome  of  tliofe  fcenes  which  add  new 
and  unneceflary  horrors  to  the  unevoidabk  difordei^  incideot  (0 1 
fiateof  hodility. 

llkinkiBg,  however,  that  hk  advancement  did  not  keep  pace 
with  bis  merit  (for  b^  had  now  ferved  eight  years  without  ob- 
taining a  company),  the  lieutenant  quitted  the  army,  immediately 
after  the  peace  of  I739>  and  repaired  to  Feteriburgh ;  but  finding 
that  bis  memorials  were  not  attended  to,  he  applied  to  his  coun- 
tryman, the  Count  De  Lowenwalde,  then  miu-flul  of  0ie  court, 
and  favourite  of  the  emprefs  Anne.  A  fingle  word  from  this 
Livonian  would  have  procured  for  bim  the  trifling  preferment 
he  was  lb  ambitious  of  obtaining,  but  he  refufed  to  grant  his 
patronage.  At  bis  houfe,  however,  Loudon  became  acquainted 
witk  HoehAetten,  an  Aliacian  by  birth,  who  a£^ed  as  his  fecre- 
tihy.  That  getitlemati  ttsprefented,  that  Maria^Tberefa  being 
attacked  mi  all  fides,  on  the  death  of  the  emperor  Charles  VL 
it  woiald  be  inoft  advifaUe  for  him  to  offer  his  fervices  to  the 
bDd&  of  Auftria.  This  ^ropofitkiti  was  inftantly  acceded  to,  and 

the 
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the  fecretary,  who  had  conceived  an  attachment  to  the  young 
adventurer,  hot  only  gave  him  letters  to  fome  of  his  own  friends, 
but  obtained  an  introdu£Uon  for  him  to  the  count  De  Lowen* 
waldcy  Aulic  counfellor  of  war,  and  general  of  cavalry. 

Happening  to  pafs  through  Berlin,  in  his  route  to  Vienna,  he 
accidentally  met  with  feveral  of  his  brother  officers  there,  who 
had  ferved  along  with  him  in  the  Ruffian  army.  They  imme- 
diately  advifed  him  to  accept  of-  a  commiffion  from  the  king  of 
Pruffia ;  offering,  at  the  fame*  time,  to  prefent  their  old  acquaint- 
ance to  his  majefly,  of  whom  they  would  alfo  folicit  a  company* 
M.  De  Loudon  ab  length  confented,  atid  of  courfe  expeded  a 
polite  reception  at  Icaft ;  but  Frederick  II.  after  confidering  his 
^rfon  attentively,  turned  his  back,  and  faid  to  the  officers  who 
attended  him*,  **  The  face  of  this  man  does  not  fuit  me  I"  It 
was  thus,  that  by  affedling  a  fkill  in  phyfiognomy,  this  prince 
not  only  loft  an  admirable  officer,  but  made  an  implacable  ene-> 
my ;  and,  what  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  while  Nicolat  de- 
fcribes  Loudon's  countenance  as  remarkably  open,  PezzI,  his 
biographer,  adlually  feems  to  juftify  the  king's  judgment,  by 
allowing  it  to  have  been  cold  and  referv^ed,  and  far  from  convey- 
ing stirrognoflication  of  great  talents. 

M.  De  Loudon,  fhocked  at  the  ungenerous  reception  he  had 
thus  fo  unexpectedly  met  with,  determined  to  fet  out  inflantly 
for  Vienna ;  and,  very  luckily  for  him,  he  found  means  to  be 
introduced  to  the  count  De  Rofenberg,  then  ambaflador  firom 
Auftria  to  Berlin,  who  gave  him  letters  to  his  court,  at  which  he 
arrived  in  174^. 

The  many  refpeftable  recommendations  with  which  this  young 

*  The  foQowing  it  the  atitottnt,  as  given  in  the  text  of  Btron  de  B«c|c  t  «  La 
jour  de  Paudience  arrlva,  et  M.  De  Loudon  fut  prefente  au  roi.     Mais  Frederic  XU 
apres  Tavoir  confidere  trcs  attentivement,  lul  tourna  le  dos,  et  dit  aux  officiers  de  Ck 
fulte  :  "  La  phyfiogDomie  de  cet  homme  ne  me  revient  pas/* 

*'  Alort  s^eloigna  dei  etats  de  ce  prince,  an  homme  qui  a  n*en  jngcr  ^'Ofi  pit  les 
apparences,  etoit  peu  important,  maia  qui,  dani  U  fuite,  derint  le  plus  redoubtable 
adverfaire  de  ce  puiflant  nonarque.** 

It  it  not  a  little  remarkaWIe,  that  Louis  XtV.  concaiving  a  finular  difguft  to  pnnce 
Eugene  of  Saxony,  who  was  originally  an  abbe,  firft  refufed  him  a  prebend,  and  then 
a  company  of  dragoons ;  on  whicb  he  repair^  to  Vienna,'  and  at  length  made  the 
court  of  France  repent  of  Us  condud  towards  bim  at  the  battle  of  HoAftedt. 

wanior 
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wanlor  happened  to  be  fumiftied,  created  a  defire  in  Maria* 
Thcncfa  to  fee  and  converfc  with  him.  While  he  was  waiting 
in  an  ante-cbamber  to  be  prefented  to  her  imperial  majefty,  a 
(Iranger  approached,  and  aflud  who  he  was,  and  what  he  wanted? 
On  anfwering  thefe  queflions,  he  was  told,  with  a  benignant 
fmile,  that  his  wiflies  (hould  be  gratified ;  the  gentleman  who 
had  accofte^  him  then  retired  into  the  emprefs's  dofet.  In  a 
few  minutes  aftenvards^  U.  De  Loudon  being  admitted,  wa^ 
greatly  aftonithed  to  find  that- this  was  no  lefs  a  pcrfbn  than  the 
confort  of  Maria-Therefa.  It  may  be  readily  fuppofed  that, 
after,  being  announced  by  fuch  a  protefkor,  he  was  moft  gra- 
cioufly  received.  • 

It  was  precifely  at  this  period  that  Francis  Trcnck,  coufin  to 
the  famous  baron  Trcnck,  was  levying  what  on  the  continent 
has  been  ufually  called  a  free  corps^  but  which,  in  plain  Englifb, 
might  with  more  propriety  have  been  called  a  corps  of/ree^booters. 
This  adventurer,  had  known  Loudon  in  Ruflia,  and  was  very 
deiirous  that  he  ihould  ferve  under  him  as  a  captain  of  Pandours^ 
The  other  accordingly  complied,  and  entering  Bavaria  with  thelb 
marauders,  was  prefent  at  many  of  the  cruel  fcenes  which  were 
either  ordered  or  connived  at  by  his  colonel,  fuch  as  the  pillaging 
of  towns,  villages,  caftles,  &c.  &c.  It  was  proved  afte^wards,  to 
the  honour  of  the  captain,  tliat  he  took  no  part  in  thefe  excefles* 

All  Bavaria  being  now  over-run  by  the  Auftrians,  the  French 
troops  were  repulfcd  to  the  frontiers  of  their  own  country,  and 
foroed  to  repafi  die  Rhine  in  1743.  The  Auftrian  army  fol* 
lowed  dofe  at  their  heels>  and  Loudon  marched  at  the  head  of 
his  company,  along  with  Trenck*s  corpSf  which  formed  the  ad- 
vanced guard.  During  the  night  of  June  30,  17441  prince 
Charlci  of  Lorraine  alfo  crofled  the  Rhine,  four  leagues  from 
Phillipfliourg,  with  the  main  body,  and.  entered  the  enemy's 
terrifories.  Trenck^s  Pandoure,  as  ufual,  led  the  way,  and  our 
warrior  adually^  embarked  in  the  fird  boat. 

Having  ibon  afrer  this  taken  poft  with  an  advanced  guard  at 
Alfate-Zebem,  they  were  furprifed  during  the  night  by  a  body 
of  Frenchmen,  and  on  this  occaiion  Loudon  received  the  only 
woun4  he  ever  experienced  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life. 

•The 


The  4)aU  eiUecQd  A  jk{le  is^ove  the  r^ht  b^eafti  and  paffing'o^ 
Jiguely,  caine  Qot  by  the  Hijc  of  the  ihoulder  blade.  The  moft 
4inlapky  civcumflance  attending  ^e  event  was  this,  that  itiC^i^ 
aied  away  one  of  the  but:tons  of  his  Hui:\garian  clqak,  or  dolmar^^ 
iwhich.wiislQ&  in  bisiiody.  The  captain  being  taken  prifooer, 
was  carried'toa  neigbbouui^  viJUs^,  .and  entrvifle^  to  the  qai|e 
4>f  a  furgebn.  His  recovery  was  flow,  and  the  paia-be  end^re^ 
exceediviglf  acute  \  -the^extraneoqs  body,  fo.unfortuivitely  intro- 
4di^:e3,  .was  however  at  lei^gth  epctra£led,  and  ;a  fugpuption  ,ia- 
fiantly  tooik. place. 

A  few  days  after,  the  niain  body  of  the  Auftrian  army  once 
more  advanced,  and  thePandours,  who,  according  ^  cuftpiTi,.lcyl 
.thetway;  fpread  terror  ^od. affright  around  them.      The  cn^ty 
and  rapine  committed  by  this  horde^  that  l^d  been  gQt  ^qgethqr 
in  Sclavonia*  induced  ^the  French  pods  iniUntly  to  ^re ;  an|l' 
their  ^flight  vi^s  on  this  oci^fion  (b  precipitate,  that  ^they  left   , 
'their  wounded  prifoners  behind  them.    Tlie  ipea&nt  at  whole 
.IiQufe  Loudon  happened  ito  lodge,  *was  iinduced  to  depo&t  .his 
-money  with. his  gucfty  who>placed  itibehind/kis  pilIow>,and.was 
fix>n  after  recognifed  by  fais  ctrps  ;  after  rsftoring' the  .property  of 
his  hod,  be  rejoinod.the.aixny,  and  was. fpUowed  thither  hythve 
French,  furgeon,  who- never  relinquUbed  his  attendance  until  his 
.patient  was  entirely  .recoveied.    JLoudon  aftecwards  met  wkh 
'him  by-accident  in  Saxony,  during  the  ^f/^»i^^i7rj  war,  at.  which  . 
time  he  was  furgeoa-majorof  the  Preach  army,  .and  they  weie 
both  extremely  happy  to  renew  their  acquaintance. 

;f  ablic  afl^irs  now-took  a  new  and  unexpe£ted  turn,  for  the 

king  of  Pruflia,  afirighted  at  the  fuccefs  of  the  'Aufirian.army  io 

Aiface,  concluded  a  fecret  treaty  with  France,  and  Charles  YH- 

;U)d  his  allies ;  he  then  entered  Sohemia  intbe  fiimmer  of  iJAJh 

. under  the.fpecious  pretence  pf  r^oring  liberty/ to  Geifp^py,  (o 

tthe  emperor  his  dignity,  and  to  ^Europe  ,p^ee.    Qn.thas  t^ 

Auftrians  fuddenly  recrofled  tt^etRhine,  epl^^  Bohemia,  j^yi^ 

<  obliged,  the  army  of  tjie  boi|(c,  of  Brs^ndei^f^^  jto,  evacuate ;that 

.kingdom. 

.latbe.inean  time.Trenck's  Pan4QorS|}^d,beeiv  converted  iKHo 

a  fegular.Huogariaa  regiment,, and vunder  its  fta^idard  l«oudon 

,&yght  at  the  battles  of  Strigau  ai^d  Soor.    After  the  latter  of 

tbefe 


tiiefe  anions,  in  confequetice  of  fome  diipotes  wi¥h  bis  colonel, 
be  left  the  covps,  «Dd  repaired  to  Vienna,  wh^e  he  determined 
to  live-in  a  ^calm  and  tranquil  onnner  ttiKil  fortune  fhould  pro^x 
more  kind. 

In  I  f4^f  Maria-Therefa  having  concluded  a  peace  witk  all  hor 
enemieSyTreiick.^^  repmentwasdifmifiedy  aswell  as- other  b^ie^ctf 
light  troop$,  on  which  the  colond^proprietor  alfo  retarned  to  the 
capital.  Soon  after  this  he  was  aacufed  df  having  committed  an 
infinite  naraber  of  cruel  and  ttnjuft  aftions,  both  in  the  enemy^ 
dominions  and  in  thofe  of  the  houie  of  Auftria ;  of  having  vio- 
fated  the  military  and  civil  laws ;  and  evsit  of  havtngprovod  un* 
faithful  tahisfovereign.  A  duel  was  on  the  eve  of'taking^phce 
between  captaih  De  Loudon  and  his  old  corhmander,  when  the 
latter  was  arretted  and  tried  on  account  of  the  pillage  committed 
by  him  in  Bavaria.  On  this  occalion  he  endeavoured  to  throw 
the  blame  of  many  of  bis  proceedings  on  Loudon,  but,  fortunate- 
lyibr  the  latter,  he  had  preferved  the  irdtrs  *,  in  confequence  of 
which  he  had  a£led,  and  thus  exculpated  himielf ;  while  his  old 
comoianider,  on  the  other  hand,  was  broke  and  con^mned  to  be 
imprifoned  for  life. 

In  the  mean  time,  having  nothing  more  than  his  half«^pay  ta 
iupport  him,  he  lived  in  great  obicurity,  and  there  are  fome  of 
the  inhabitants  (^Vienna  ftill  alive  who  rementber  to  have  feeti 
him  repairing  daily  to  a  little  eating-houfe  in  the  flreet  called 
jfljier^  where  he  made  bis  fri^^l  repad  iu  a  manner  fuitable  to 
his  flendcr  fortune. 

He  was  at  length  inclined  to  oiler  his  fervices  to  ibme  otlier 
potentate,  when  his  friends  luckily  procured  for  him  a  majoritv 
in  a  regiment  of  Croats,  then  fbtioned  on  the  frontiers,  whtther 
foonafter  he  repaired  f.  Happening  about  thistime  to  l)e  quartered 
af  PseGng  in  Hungary,^he  there  faw  and  married  tlie  ^ daughter 
of  a  Croatian  officer. 

At  this  period  of  his  life  the  major  feems  to  have  been  fcnfible 

**  Tbejr  happened  to  be  written  with  a  pencil 

•f>  This  corpt  was  called  the  regimcBt  of  Liccaacr*  " 

{  Madefnoifepe  Claire  de  Hagen.  By  this  lady  he  had  a  daughter,  born  at  Vienna 
ilaring  the  firft  campaij^o  of  the  fcvea  yev^war,  who  died  youo^.  This  wat  Uia 
«aly  child. 
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cf  the  diRkdvantages4ie  laboured  onder  from  the  want  of  a  rego* 
lar  education.  He  was  confcioas  that  natural  talents  alone  are 
not  fuCCJent  to  form  a  great  commander,  and  that  a  knowledge 
of  the  fciences  is  alfo  eminently  necefTary.  He  therefore  applied 
himfelf  with  the  mod  fedulous  attention  to  improve  his  theore- 
tical acquirements*  and  accordingly  bent  the  whole  force  of  hk 
mind  towards  the  ftudy  of  geometry  and  geography*. 

In  1755  the  Imperial  court  having  levied  Ifirge  contributions 
in  Croatia,  the  peafants  left  their  villages,  and  the  troops  afballjr 
began  to  di(band ;  on  this  occafion  Loudon  diftinguiflied  himfelf 
in  a  particular  manner,  by  prevailing  on  the  inhabitants  to  re* 
turn,  and  with  the  foldiers,  more  efpecially  thofe  belonging  to 
bis  own  regiment,  to  remain  with  their  colours. 

In  a  fiiort  time  after  (towards  the  btter  end  of  1756)  the 
JiVin  years  war  commenced,  and  the  King  of  Pruffia  invaded 
Saxony.  The  houfe  of  Auftria  immediately  aflembled  two 
armies  in  Bohemia,  one  on  the  frontiers  of  Saxony,  under  field- 
marflial  Browne ;  the  other  in  Silefia,  under  prince  Piccolomini* 
In  Gonfequence  of  a  violent  diflike  conceived  by  general  Petozzi , 
who  then  commanded  in  Croatia,  the  major's  name  was  noc 
ihferted  in  the  lift  of  officers  deftined  to  ad  during  that  cam- 
paign; the  future  conqueror  of  Kunnerldorf  was  therefore  left  to 
his  ftudies  on  the  borders  of  the  Licca.  This  omiffion  affeAed 
hiih  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  without  receiving  permifiion  eidier 
from  the  Aulic  council  of  war«  or  his  own  general,  he  repaired 
to  Vienna,  on  purpofe  to  folicit  permiffion  to  ferve  againft  Fre- 
derick II.  It  happened,  luckily  for  him  on  this  occafion,  that 
the  violences  committed  on  the  part  of  the  Prfiffians  in  Saxony* 
by  order  of  theuking,  had  induced  the  empire  to  levy  an  fxeaaivc 
army 9  and  as  the  proceedings  of  the  Germanic  body  are  prover* 
hially  flow,  the  emprefs  determined  in  the  mean  tkne  to  difpatch 
large  detachments  of  Croats,  in  order  to  hands  the  enemy. 

*  It  it  recorded  of  Loudon,  thtt  on  bit  wilis't  reproaehinf  htm  with  contiattalljr 
foring  over  mtpt,  ftc.  he  replied  with  much  good  nature,  <<  I  flnll  reap  great  Imrtcs 
fiofb  my  prefeot  ftudict  when  I  become  a  fteld-marlbal  t** 

<*  Eh  1  mon  ami,  ne  foccape  done  pat  Tant  ceffe  de  tet  malhcurcufet  cartel.** 
ulaittA  noi  faire,  fimi  je  Icrai  nn  k&t  feld-maiechali  cette  etude  mc  iera  utiiel*^ 

Marian 
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Mina-Thereta,  who  nerer  did  any  thing  without  confukin|^ 
the  bt€  prince  De  Kaunits,  reqneAed  htm  ta  pitch  upon  a  pro« 
per  commander.  Fortunately  for  major  De  Loudon  the  very 
fame  Hocftettin,  whof  had  advifed  him  fifteen  years  before  to 
eater  into  the  fervice  of  Auftria,  occupied  a^  this  moment 
an  important  ftation'  about  the  perfon  of  the  roinifter ;  for  in 
cooiequence  of  a  revolution  in  Ruffia,  the  count  De  Lawen* 
waUe  had  been  fent  to  Siberia*  and  his  former  fcetetary  was 
hcky  enough  to  repair  to,  and  be  patronized  at,  the  court  of 
Vienna* 

In  ccmfequence  of  bis  iittereft  and  recommendation,  Loudon 
was  inftantly  brought  from  a  little  0iabby  apartment  in  which 
he  refided,  at  the  houfe  of  a  tailor  in  Hungary-flreet,  and,  after 
a  long  conference  with  the  prince,  be  was  imoMdbtely  fent  off 
to  die  army  commanded  by  fidd-marihal  Browne,  with  the  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel  of  Croats. 

From  tins  moment  Kaunitx  never  ceiied  to  be  his  benefafior 
aadprotedor;  in  fhort,  he  warmly  eQ>oufed  his  intereft  during 
die  whole  courfe  of  his  life. 

Our  warrior  arrived  at  headquarters  foon  after  the  doubtful 
battle  of  Lowofchitz;  and  when  the  field-maribal  marched 
from  Bohemia,  with  an  intention  of  difengagtng  dbe  little  Saxon 
array  (hut  up  io  the  camp  of  Pima,  he  was  entrulted  with  the 
command  of  a  corps  of  2000  light  troops.    Being  obliged,  at 

length,  to  retreat,  the  new  lieutenant-colonel,  at  the  head  of 
only  500  Croats,  furprifed  the  town  of  Eftchen,  cut  two  fqua- 
drons  of  PrujIIian  huflars  in  pieces,  and  took  a  great  number  of 
hories.  This,  which  was  his  firft  exploit  during  the  pfefent 
vrar,  gave  his  general  a  very  favourable  idea  of  his  military 

talents. 

Accordingly,  when  the  troops  were  placed  in  winter  <juarteft, 
London  obtained  the  comidand  of  the  cordon  drawn  along  the 
frontiers  of  Lufatia,  and  the  Croats,  who  are  always  adive 
when  the  enemy  can  be  pillaged  with  any  ptofpcSt  of  fucceft, 
wefe  continually  engaged  either  in  predatory  expeditions,  or  ia 
alarming  and  haraffing  the  foe.  Their  commander,  who  con<- 
doded  them  with  prudence,  at  the  fame  time  difplayed  great 
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peribnal  valour,  and  alfoexpofed  himfelf  to  unremitting  fatigue; 
Gy  which  means  he  foon  gained  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
foldierjr. 

During  the  month  of  February,  1757,  the  generals  Lcewen^ 
ftein  and  Macquire^  refolved  to  furprife  the  poft  of,  Hirfchield^ 
in  Lufatia,  which  was  garrifoned  by  a.Prufiian  battalion,  pro- 
tefted  by  a  redoubt,  and  defended  by  two  pieces  of  cannon. 
The  town  was  accordingly  attacked  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, in  three  different  places.  Loudon,  who  happened  to  be 
prefent  on  this  occafion,  had  the  mofl  perilous  part  of  the  en- 
terprife  affigned  to  him,  and  .he  conducted  himfelf  with  fuch 
{kill  and  bravery,  that  he  carried  the  redoubt  and  cannon,  after 
which  the  troc^  who  defended  them  were  obliged  to  furrenden 
This  trifling  advantage  is  only  fo  far  remarkable,  as  it  procured 
for  him  the  rank  of  colonel  on  the  17th  of  March  of  the  (ame 
year. 

In  the   month  of   April  following,    the   Priif&an   armies 
ence  more  entered  Bohemia,  on  which  the  Auftrian  light 
troops  quitted  the  frontiers,  and  Loudon  rejoined  field-marfhai 
Browne,    who  (bon  after*  fought  the   memorable    battle  of 
Prague ;  which   feems  to  have  been   gained  by  Frederick  IT. 
after  feveral  battalions  of  his  bed  troops,  particularly  Schwerin*s 
regiment  of  infantry,   had  ran    away,    by  a  grand   military 
movement,   worthy    an    experienced    general.       While    the 
enemy ^s  grenadiers  defcended  from  the  hills,  an3  purfued  his 
forces,  of  whom  1500  were  already  made  prifoners,  they  left 
an  opening  of  about   600  paces   between  the  right  and   left 
wing  ;  throught  his  fpace  his  majefty  inllantly  precipitated  him- 
felf, at  the  head  of  a  body  of  cavalry,  and  thus  cut  off  the  com- 
munication.    The  flank,  in  which  Loudon  was  flationed,  was 
then  attacked  both  by  horfe  and  foot,  and  forced  to  take  refuge  in 
Prague  ;  on  this  that  city  was  inftantly  befieged.  Thus  an  army  of 
upwards  of  30,000  men  was  (hut  up  in  a  fortified  pbce  by  one 
mafterly  manoeuvre,  and  had  not  marfhal  Daun  gained  the  battle 
•f  Kolin,  the  whole  of  them  would  have  been  Aarved  into  a  fur- 

•  ♦  May  6,  1757. 
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rmden  The  lofi  of  that  aAion  oblig^  the  king  of  Pruffia  to 
laife  the  fiege ;  oa  which  Loudod,  who  had  diftinguithed  hiiir* 
fdf  in  a  fally,  during  which  he  had  taken  two  pieces  of  cannoDy 
hung  on  his  rear  and  gained  feveral  ^vanuges. 

Towards  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  the  colonel  entered  ftix* 
oay»  puihed  his  hoflars  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Drefdcn,  car« 
rial  feveral  of  the  enemy's  pofts»  and  took  pofleffion  of  a  few  of 
their  magasunes  full  of  provifions.  He  was  now  ordered 
to  j<Mn  the  executive  army  of  the  empire,  and  had  acquired  fo 
much  ^putatioQ  by  this  time,  that  Maria^Therefa,^  who  was 
fenfible  of  his  fervices,  on  the  ajth  of  Auguft,  17579  railed 
him  to  the  rank  of  major-general*. 

He  was  prefent  at  the  battle  of  Rofbach,  fought  November  5 ; 
but  the  new  general  does  not  ieem  to  have  been  anally  engaged 
in  the  adlion,  having  occupied  the  woods  along  the  banks  of  the 
Saale  with  his  light  troops. 

Soon  after  the  battle  of  Kolin,  the  emprefs-qucen  created  a 
Dew  military  diftin£lion,  called  the  order  of  Maria-Therefa^ 
after  her  own  name;  and  on  the  twenty-third  of  April,  1758, 
major-general  De  Loudon  was  invefted  with  the  injignia.  He 
bad  no  (boner  received  this  (ignal  honour,  than  he  attacked  a 
a  large  Pruffian  convoy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ohnutz ;  .and 
out  of  40CX)  waggons  belonging  to  the  enemy,  many  of  which 
were  laden  with  treafure,  about  200  only  reached  the  place  of 
deilination.  Three  days  fubfequent  to  this  exploit,  July  2,  lie 
was  railed  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-field- marftial. 

After  raifing  the  fiege  of  Olmutz,  the  king,  who  had  d^ 
ceived  marihal  Daun  refpef^ing  his  future  operations,  inftantly 
retreated  towards  Bohemia ;  on  which  Loudon  was  difpatched 
with  a  body  of  light  troops,  and  not  only  cut  off  his  convoys, 
but  haiafled  him  exceedingly.  His  majefty  on  this  determined 
to  put  the  Croats  between  two  fires.  He  accordingly  made  the 
neceflary  difpofitions,  and  in  peribn  attacked  the  Auftrian  gene* 
nl,  near  Opotfchana;  but  the  lieutenant-field-marlbal  found 
means  to  efcape  by  his  ufual  addrefs. 

*  The  covrier  Who  was  eotrafted  whh  the  commiffioo,  having  heen  felftd  by  % 
^iiliian  patiole,  the  Jciog  inAaotly  cranrmitted  it  to  Loudon/  whom  he  coflipH- 
EAtcd  at  the  Umt  time  on  accooat  of  hii  gallantry. 

F  2  Having 


Having  Icitsdon  AetownofPetts,  belaid  ill  die  tiaig^toimiig 
cNmtry  wider  C!Mitribatioii»  and  finitfimvanliiit  teEostotfae 
fltesof  Fjjucfoic'oii  toe  Oicx*  HssiuMiyccktdatTtvai  m  oic 
vicinity  of  the  Maicbe  of  Bmdenlnff|^  banned  the  Pruffiaoe 
|bmudi»  thst  geoeral  Zeilbiiiiwas  lent  ^pinft  htm ;  ott  ikk  he 
mated  tip  the  cantmai  jnd  dedffoyed  Kb  <mn  magaaingyj  after 
whidi  he  feUindc  on  tiie  gemd  army. 

Ffedenck  had  ^  this  time  Jodnced  the  &ii£Eaa»  to  a  (bae  of 
inaAioB,  in  confoqaeaEe  of  the  hattkof  Zorndorf^  durisg  whidi 
im  tfoops,  in  purfaanoe  of  the  expreft  command  of  that  noo- 
aiaxcfa»  gate  no  quarter  to  the  enemy;  bb  mofstky  on  dtfaonoe 
more  advanced  againft  field-morAiad  I>imi»  who  retired  dntm^ 
Jjofiitia  towards  Bohemia*  In  the  oooHe  of^  this  retrograde 
march  Loodoiit  as  iifiaal»  pmeeAed  the  £aaka  of  the  Aaftrian 
army  with  his  Croats.  He  alfo  diAmgoWhed  himfelf  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  by  the  choice  of  his  poGtioos,  and  proved  mote 
ftro\d»lefome  to  the  PruSans  than  any  other  of  their  adverfa* 
jies.  In  confcqiKnce  of  dicfe  adiievemenls,  the  king  attacked 
bim  two  different  timesy  co  both  which  occafiom  fae  made 
three  different  corps  advance,  at  the  iame  period,  in  iank  and 
Tear.  This  manoeuvre  was  repeated  atTifchbadi  and  Biihoft- 
verden.  It  would  have  been  temerity  in  a  commander,  of  light 
troops  to  give  tettle  to  the  king  of  Prulfia  and  his  generals :  he 
diecefo?e  retired  to  a  new  poft«  neaicr  to  head  quarters,  widH>ut 
fuffering  any  confiderabk  lofe. 

In  the  mean  time  the  two  great  rival  armies  weft  encamped 
oppofite  each  other ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  i4tI^of  0£lo* 
her,  1758,  ^3s  fought  the  celebrated  battle  of  Hochkircben,  thei 
merit  of  which  Iub been  attributed  to  general  De  Loudon*  ;  boi 
this  as  it  may,  he  was  prefent  at  that  a£tion  in  which  Fredo« 
rick,  who  never  pardoned  fimilar  £iults  in  his  own  generali 
permitted  himfelf  to  be  furprifed  in  his  camp,  and  was  oblig 
to  retire  with  the  la&  of  10,000  men,  100  pieces  of  cannoi 
30  fbnd  of  ooLduis,  camp  equipage,  ammanitioo,  Ssc    It  i 


*  M.  FeiisI  stlnluitei  tkher  th^  whole  or  part  of  the  plan  to  London ;  hot  It 
Ibaruljr  pcohible,  that  a  commander  of  Croau  ihould  diie^  the  councili  of  fb  (1 
a  ge&efd  aa  marihal  XXtoOr 

th^ 


chns  that  j^  fieid-fnaiiittl  dkibibcd  the  merit  of  the  tl^^  ilk 
h»  difpatdkcs  to  thecmiMft: 

<«  We  v€  fnwapMj  lodebwdfcr  this  USarf  to  At  mnrifi 
and  intrepidity  of  the  amiy  in  genertl^  and  prindpaUy  the  ia<<( 
&iitry ;  more  e^eciaBy  the  Ccoats^  who  fenred  under  Lettdon,** 

SoQo  after  this  the  kii^  of  Pmfia  doc^mped  in  tfaeotj^ 
gaoed  two  days  march  of  the  eoewy,  aod»  by  that  meam,  fm* 
fentcd  the  infantry  from  foUowing  him*  Loudon,  howeveti  waa 
dii^atched  with  the  light  troopSf  wkh  orders  to  haiais  his  rear<* 
goaid.  Sevenl  fliarp  anions  enfoed  at  Sohaenberg,  Paflendorfft 
LaubaAy  and  Laevenberg  ;  and  the  Aufthans  made  many  pr^ 
Ibnen ;  their  general  himfelf,  however*  was  very  near  being 
taken  by  a  body  of  Pruffian  huflars,  i^  the  neighbouihood  oC 
Laoban,  but  be  efcaped  by  the  interpofition  of  his  ufual  good 
KM  tune. 

During  the  winter,  the  emprefs,  who  had  beaixl  fa  much  cC 
his  eiqploits,  was  now  defirons  to  (be  the.commander  of  the  Cioat^ 
at  Vienna,  where  he  accordingly  arrived,  with  madam  De 
Loudon,  February  24,  1 759 ;  and  Maria-Therefa*  who  received 
lum  in  the  moft  flattering  manner,  confided  the  cam  of  his 
health,  which  bad  been  lately  ihipaired,  to  the  ikill  of  her  owa 
phyfician  *.  Soon  after  this  be  >yas  decorated  with  the  gran  j 
ao&  of  the  order  of  Maria*Therefii,  and  elevated  to  the  rank  of 
baron,  not  only  of  the  hereditary  ftates,  but  alio  of  the  Roman 
empire. 

The  corps  conananded  by  Loudon,  now  confifting  of  20 
battalions  of  infantry,  ao  Iquadrons  of  cavalry,  5000  Croats,  a 
few  companies  of  grenadien,  and  die  free  battalion,  which 
bore  his  own  name,  joined  the  Rufiiana  early  in  tfae  fpring,  and 
gained  the  important  battle  of  ICunneridorff  t  •  a  vi&ory  folely 
to  be  attributed  to  hi&  talents*  for  he  (eiaed  a  critical  moment  to 
attadc  general  Zink  in  rear  and  flank  at  the  fame  time,  and 
purfncsd  both  infantry  and  cavalry  as  frff  as  Onfcher.    The  em* 

*  Baiaa  Van  Swietea. 


f  Frederick  00  thu  oecaAoa  wrote  tile  Mlowlag  bUIet  with  •  peaol^  on  tb» 
field  of  Wtde,  to  M.  De  Finckenttein,  bit  miniftcr  tf  £k»Ui^*^  Tout  eft  pei4tt| 
finfcs  h  famille  r»yale.    Adict  poor  jamait/* 
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pttfs  Elizabeth,  who  then  fat  on  the  throne. of  Ruffia,  was  ib 
fenfible  of  his  fervices  on  this  occafion,  that'  ihc  prefented  the 
general  with  a  magnificent  fword»  the  hilt  of  whi^h  was  .of  gold 
richly  fet  with  diamonds ;  and  ev^ery  regiment  appertaining  to  his 
army,  prefent  in  the  a^on,  was  gratified  with  looo  roubles. 
Maria-Therdai  his  own  foveitign»  at  the  fame  time  raifed  him 
to  the  rank  of  .general*feUzeagmeifler« ,  General  De  Sohikow, 
however,  did  not  improve  the  advantages  which  fortune  had 
thrown  in  his  way;  for,  tnftead  of  following  up  the  blow,  he  re- 
crofled  the  Oder ;  on  which  Loudon  feparated  from  him,  and, 
after  a  long  march  along  the  frontiers  of  Silecia,  cantoned  his 
troops  near  Tefcben,  and  repaired  fir(l  to  Vienna,  and  after- 
wards to  Prague.  '- 

"^  In  the  campaign  of  1760,  the  general,  who  had  juft  obtained 
the  colonelcy  of  the  regiment  of  Wolfenbuttle,  afTembied  a 
body  of  troops  near  Konimflhau;  as  the  enemy  did  not 
enter  Bohemia,  as  was  expedled,  he  repaired  to  the  frontiers  of 
Silefia,  failed  in  an  attempt  to  furprife  Neuftadt,  but  actually 
cut  olF  the  Prufiian  regiment  of  Mantpeefel.  During  the  night 
of  the  1 7th  of  June  he  attempted  to  take  Glatz  by  afiault, 
but  did  not  fucceed.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  the 
f^me  month,  he  attacked  the  Pruffian  general  De  Fouque»  at 
Land(hut,  and  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  own  regiment, 
which  formed  the  van  of  one  of  tlie  four  columns,  he  aflailed 
the  left  wing  of  the  enemy.  In  three  quarters  of  an  hour  the 
two  principal  entrenchments  of  Buchberg,  and  Doetorberg, 
Were  carried;  the  line  of  communication  between  the  two 
mountains  was  then  fcaled ;  battalion  was  cut  in  pieces  after 
battalion ;  and,  at  length,  about  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a 
loige  body  of  both  horfe  and  foot  were  obliged  to  lay  down  their 
arms  and  demand  quarter.  M.  De  Fouque  on  this  ailembled 
a  chofen  band  of  troops,  formed  them  into  a  fquare  battalion, 
and  made  a  grand  efibrt  to  force  his  way  thi^ough  the  midft  of  the 
aflailants.  paving  harangued  his  ^thful  foldiers,  and  excited 
their  courage  by  the  memory  of  their  former  glory,  they  pro- 
mifed  to  fpill  the  laft  drop  of  their  blood  in  the  enterprife.  He 
then  began  his  march,  but*  was  attacked  by  the  Auftrian  ca- 
valry. 
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valiy,  which  were,  however,  forced  to  retire  with  precipitation* 
The  regiment  of  Loewenftein,  one  of  the  bed  and  braveft  in 
the  fervice,  on  this  ruflied  forward  once  more  to  the  charge, 
but  was  arrefted  in  its  career  by  a  hedge  of  bayonets ;  at  that 
critical  moment  a  battalion  of  grenadiers  arrived,  and  threw  the 
Prui&ans  into  diforder.  General  De  Fouque's  horfe  was  now  (hot 
tinder  him,  and  he  himfelf  received  three  wounds ;  his  men  on 
this  began  to  give  way,  and  a  frefti  charge  by  the  cavalry  proved 

uncommonly  deftrudtive,  as  his  brave  followers  refufed  to  ac- 
cept of  quarter*.  In  this  engagement  Loudon  took  8318  rank 
and  file  prifoners ;  befides  the  commander  in  chief,  the  generals 
Malakowfki  and  Schenkendorf,  and  246  other  ofiicen.  The 
camp,  50  pieces  of  cannon,  34  ftand  of  colours,  andtwofilver 
kettle  drams,  alfo  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  viSor.  The  glory  of 
the  a&ion,  however,  was  not  a  little  diminiihed  by  the  plunder 
of  the  town  of  Landfliut. 

Soon  after  this  baron  De  Loudon  refumed  his  operations  againft 
Glatz,  and;  at  length,  proved  fuccefeful ;  a  circumftance  which, 
in  conjunftion  with  the  approach  of  Daun,  obliged  the  king  of 
Pruffia  to  raife  the  (lege  of  Drefden.  The  baron  then  ap« 
peared  before  Breflau,  and  threw  in  a  number  of  fhells  and 
red-hot  bullets,  which  burnt  the  palace  and  a  number  of  private 
houfes.  The  reproach  conveyed  by  the  governor,  in  the  fol- 
lowing obfervation,  ought  not  to  be  omitted. 

"  In  dire(^  oppofition  to  the  laws  of  war,  you  have  com- 
menced  the  fiege  of  a  City  by  ruining  its  inhabitants."  The 
recoUedion  that  the  king  of  PrufEa,  in  1757,  committed  fimi- 
lar  horrors  at  Prague,  and  during  that  very  campaign  at  Drefden, 
can  fcarcely  palliate  this  enormity :  it  only  proves  that  both 
Frederick  and  Loudon  violated  all  the  rights  of  humanity.  Who 
can  bment  that  the  general  was  foiled  in  this  attempt  ?  Indeed  one 

*  The  king  of  Pruflia  f^lil  retained  his  efteem  for  Fouque,  whom  he  conpared  to 
Leonidas  king  of  Sptrta,  and  foon  after  appointed-him  provoftof  the  chapter  of 
MagdebtfUY*  At  the  end  of  the  war  he  repaired  thither,  and  made  a  folemn  tow 
that  he  would  never  more  follow  the  prole  Aion  of  arms*    Tliia  oath  he  kept  toott 

nS^oadjt  and,  notwithflandiog  the. repeated  re^itefts of  Fitdcrick»  CQoid  never 
he^evaiJed  opon  even  to  be  prefent  at  a  ireview. 

F  4  is 
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it  namndly  inclined  to  rejoice,  that  Tauenzien  having  ariati 
the  largefl:  cannon  on  the  ramparts  to  be  pointed  at  hk  head* 
ijaarters,  the  ADfirian  commander  was  obliged  to  remove  to  a 
»ore  refpedUble  diftance»  and  fooa  after  found  it  neceflary  to 
raile  the  iiege.  > 

Having  now  joined  the  grand  army,  be  advaoeed  i^ittft  what 
he  fuppofed  to  be  a  Fruffian  detachment,  polled  on  the  heights 
ef  Pfaffi^ndorf,  hut  it  proved  to  he  the  main  body  commanded 
by  the  king  in  perfon ;  notwithftanding  tliis  he  continued  tht 
a£lion,  which  his  German  biograiphera  are  ple&fed  to  d^ify 
with  the  name  of  *^  the  battle  of  Lignitz,''  on  the  k)&  Ckf 
which  he  retreated  in  good. order  to  Katzbach,  and>compIuned 
of  the  condu^  of  Daun,  who  did  tK>t  faccour  him  on  this  oc-» 
eafion  as  he  had  reatbn  to  exp^.  On  the  aoth  of  OAober  h€ 
invefted  Kofel,  but  proved  as  unfortunate  here,  as  he  had  been 
at  Lignitz  and  Breflau. 

M.  De  Loudon  bid  hitherto  a/ded  chiefly  in  the  charadker  of 
a  partiian;  at  the  oommencemenl  of  the  campaign  of  i76i»  he 
wa8»  at  lengthf  entrufted  with  a  r^ular  army  of  60,000  iiic0^ 
without  being  fiibjed  to  the  oommands  of  any  foperior.  On 
this  occafion  he  difplayed  all  the  qualities  of  a  great  generaU  £01 
h^  obliged  the  king  of  Pruffia  to  fortify  his  camp,  and  even  to 
remove  his  baggage  every  night  under  the  eannwi  of  Schweid* 
nitz ;  nay  he  aAually  got  pofleffioiii  of  that  ibrtrefi  by  aflaolt, 
and  took  up  his  winter  quanms  ia  Sikiia« 

Maria^Tbesefii  was  fo  well  pleafeil  with  his  condud  duringr 
this  campaign,  that  ihe  prefenticd  him  with  her  portrait  enriched 
with  brilliants,  accompanied  by  a  very  flattering  letter.  It  i& 
alfo  neceflary  to  mention  a  circumiEance  greatly  to  his  honour : 
he  now  began  to  leavp  o£F  the  pra&ices  he  had  kamed  under 
Trenck,  and  aAually  iiKiemnified  his  (cddiers  with  money  in- 
fiead  of  booty.  On  the  attack  of  Schvtreidnitz  he  promifed  them 
joo,ooo  crowns,  on  condition  they  did  not  plunder  the  mifc- 
lable  inhabitants^  on  which  the  Walloon  grenadiers  made  the 
IbUowing  very  equivocal  reply :  *^  We  wiH  not  accept  o£  any 
thing  6om  our  tehev  London  i>  Lead  us  on,  and  we  will  obey.'^ 
This  imphcd  an  acquiefcence,  and  the  general  accordingly  pre^ 

i(i^ntcd 
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UmA  tvofy  fclditr»  after  the  afiioa«  w'A  tj crams;  hot  k 
ivQidd  afffcaur>  POtwithftMiditig  thi%  th«t,  adnatod  by  ttelicen* 
tioua  %irit  of  »  mUitary  life,  thqr  wcfc  noahk  ts  idift  the 
temptation.  The  regimeat  of  KoUowmthv  tafDwercrt  kormol 
tpi  paiticipate  in  the  difgraee,  and  feosived  ^  leceiopeAce  fiota 
tbe  emyrds  berfelf,  oo  account  of  kt  exeoipb^ooiNhid. 

The  dcstth  of  Eliyateth  of  Rufla,  towards  the  latter  part  of 
ifae  year  ^jdu  and  the  ODofequent  advanceiaent  of  Peter  III. 
ioCbuitly  changed  tbe  political  fyftena  of  Europe,  elevated 
Frederick  from  an  abylk  of  calamities,  gave  a  fatal  blow  to 
the  interefts  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and  finally  produced  e. 
peace.  No  fooner  did  the  king  of  Pruflia  leara  this  iaoportant 
eveoXf  than  he  left  bis  capital,  in  the  vidnity  of  which  he  bad . 
detenmned  esther  to  conquer  or  peri(h»  tbmed  a  jimfiion  with 
tbe  Rii£an  army  that  had  forcnerly  oppofed  htm,  and  advanocd 
with  rapid  ftrides  s^iuft  marflial  Daun.  Hawing  iat  down  be* 
£arc  SchweidnitZp  he  conuneoced  the  iieje  in  form,  and  at  laft 
m^yie  himjelf  mafter  of  that  plaee  in  fixty«three  days,  which 
Loudon  had  got  pofleffioo  of  in  three  hours.  Glatz»  another 
conqueft  made  by  the  iame  genenaU  waa  the  Me  pofleifion  ap« 
pertaining  to  the  king  of  PniflU,  that  {{ill  remained  under  te  . 
dominion  of  the  emprefs ;  a  treaty  waa  thereibre  enlerad  iaee 
and  concluded  in  the  aMiiti>  of  February,  176}^  beumaeathe 
belligerent  powen. 

'  The  fordier  fervices  of  the  generals,  who  bad  fe  gaUandy  it* 
fended  tbe  dominions  of  Maria^There&y  now  becaoM  ufelcft^ 
and  were  accofdingly  dUpenfed  with.  Baroa  De  Loodoaro* 
ceived  00  additional  military  prefisrment  by  way  of  iccompenoiv 
but  he  waa  rewarded  with  a  peafion  on  the  reRpenuciof  Bohomia^ 
and  the  empreis  porchaficd  fer,  and  prefented  him  with,  tholoed^ 
ibipof  Kleia-Betlchwar,  not  fiir  from  Kolin. 

"^No  fooner  was  the  peace  proclaimed  than  he  repaistdto  lh» 
baths  of  Carlibad,  in  order  to  re-eftabliih  his  health.  Thence 
be  fet  off  far  bis  new  acqoifitions,  and,  at  they  did  no!  appear 
(bficiently  large,  he  fold  the  greater  part  of  the  jewels  whidi 
had  bden  prefented  him  by  tbe  emperor  Francis^  and  tbe  eak» 

BreScs  MmrXhetfA-  aad  £lianbetb»  and.  wicbr  tbo^  pieNioer 
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purchafed  the  lordibip  of  Great  Betfchwar»  in  the  neighbour^ 
hood  of  his  former  eftate.  He  then  buiit  a  fuperb  caftle  there, 
iuperintended  the  cukivation  of  his  lands,  and  lived  after  the 
manner  of  the  nobility  of  the  country. 

In /1 76$  theempreft  nominated  him  a  member  of  the  Aulick 
council  of  war,  and  in  1767  the  immediate  nobility  6f  the  em- 
pire received  him  into  their  body.  Three  yeare  after  this  Maria* 
Therefa,  flill  grateful  for  his  former  fervices,  invefted  him  with 
the  command  of  Moravia,   and  placed  Brun  under  his  jurifdic* 

I 

tion  ;  but  hefoon  refigned  a  fituation  which  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  fuitable  to  his  withes. 

The  emperor  Jofeph  11.  having  vifitcd  the  king  of  Pruffia  in 
his  camp -near  Neifle  in  I7<^9,  Frederick  returned  the  compli* 
roent  in  17769  and  repaiiied  to.the  camp  of  Neuftadt  in  Moravia. 
Loudon,  who  was  prefent  at  the  interview,  received  many  tef* 
timonies  of  his  majefty^s  regard,  and  was  always  addrefTed  by 
him  as  a  field*mar(hal,  although  he  well  knew  that  the  other 
•  had  not  obtained  that  rank.  When  they  (at  down  to  table,  the 
baron  with  his  ufual  modefty  wiftied  to  place  himfelf  at  die  bot- 
tom, but  the  king  prevented  this,  by  exclaiming,  **  Seat  your- 
felf  next  to  me,  M.  De  Loudon,  for  I  would  much  rather  have 
you  on  wyjide  than  ofpofite  to  me*  /, 

In  confequence  of  the  memorable  partition  of  Poland,  in  1 7  7  3> 
the  emperor  Jofeph  determined  to  vifit  his  ill-gotten  pofleffions 
in  that  unhappy  (Country.  He  was  accompanied  on  this  occaiion 
l)y  the  generals  Loudon,  Pelegr(ni,  and  Nc^itz.  One  day, 
after  a  long  journey,  they  arrived  at  a  village  peopled  by  Jews 
only,  and  deftitute  of  the  neceflaries  of  life.  On  this  the  illuf- 
trious  travellers  fallied  forth  in  fearch  of  provifions,  and,  as  each 
had  undertaken  to  bring  his  di(h,  they  returned  after  a  long 
fearch,  with  the  emperor  at  their  head,  carrying  a  plate  of  visuals 
IB  his  hand. 

*  A  compliment  paid  to  Londoa  by  Jofephi  deferves  to  be  noticed  here.  Hti  Im- 
perial majefty  having  a(cendedone  of  thehigheA  mountaJnton  the  frontiers  of  Bo- 
hemia, accompanied  by  his  generals,  exclaimed,  **  This  is  the  firft  time  that  ever  an 
emperor  and  his  officers  alfembled  in  this  fpot  y  let  us  engrave  fo  remarkable  an  ad- 
v%ftture  on  the  ttsees..  W«  will  affix  our  oaiiics«n<}  titlei  t  for  yov,  tfd^-mlrflitl,  tba6 
«£  Loudoa  alone  will  be  fufficieut.** 

On 
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On  the  death  of  Maximiliaa-Jofeph,  ele£tor  of  Bavaria,  a  new 
^ar  feemed  ready  to  break  forth  in  Germany,  and  Loudon,  is 
coniequence  of  this,  was  at  length  elevated,  on  the  27th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1778,  to  the  dignity  of  field-marflial.  The  king  of  PrulEa 
having  now  formed  two  grand  camps,  the  emperor  eftabliflied  an 
equal  number,  in  order  tooppofe  him ;  he  himfelf,  affifted  by  field* 
znarfhals  Lacy  and  Haddick,  commanded  in  the  firfl  and  largeft  of 
tfaefe ;  the  fecond,^  confifting  of  abodt  fifty  thoufand  men,  was 
confided  to  Field-Marfhal  De  Loudon.  The  incurfion  of  Fre- 
derick into  Bohemia  was  prevented  by  the  judicious  poiition 
taken  by  his  rival  behind  the  Elbe,  while  the  irruption  threat- 
ened on  the  part  of  prince  Henry  was  rendered  dangerous  by 
that  fortified  ftation  chofen  by  Loudon,  with  the  Ifer  in  front. 

On  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  of  Tefchen,  in  1779,  Loudon 
returned  to  his  caftle. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Turkifh  war  the  FieH-Marftial  was 
not  called  forth  from  his  retirement;  but  on  the  death  of  the 
Prince  de  Lichtenftein,  who  commanded  the  Croats  and  other 
light  troops,  he  was  nominated  his  fucceflTor.  The  army  received 
the  intelligence  with  tranfport,  and  the  emperor,  in  ofder  to  fa- 
cilitate his  departure  and  evince  his  own  eReem,  prefpnted  him 
with  horfes,  carriages,  and  camp  equipage,  appertaining  to  the 
royal  family.  Having  repaired  to  the  head-quarters  in  Augufl 
1788,  he  infiantly  (ignalized  his  arrival  by  beating  the  Turks 
pofted  on  the  mountain  of  Agino.  He  then  befiegcd  and  took 
Dubitza,  after  an  obftmate  refiftancc ;  attacked  and  conquered  a 
body  of  the  enemy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Novi,  which  place, 
alfo,  at  length  fell  into  his  hands.  Berbir,  or  Turkifli  Gradifka, 
however,  held  out  during  that  campaign,  but  in  1789  it  was  at 
length  forced  to  yeild, 

At  length,  on  the  death  of  field-marfhal  Hadtck,  Loudon 
was  appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the  grand  army.  The 
ficge  of  Belgrade  being  now  refolvcd  upon,  he  crofTed  the  Da- 
nube near  Banovecz,  and  the  Saave  at  Polieveze,  and  in  veiled 
the  place  on  the  14th  of  September.  -The  fuburbs  having  been 
taken  by  aflault,  the  city  itfelf  foon  after  furrendered,  and  the 
pacha  who  commanded,  oh  figning  the  capitulation,  was  pleafed 

to 
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to  obferveaa  thb  oecafioo,  that  be  was  ready  to  Comply  **  fince 
VroMtuot  had  predeftined  this  eveftt  from  all  bterkity  I" 

On  die  Jidi  of  Oaober  General  ^beck»  Ac  Field-Mar- 
ihal*a  nephew,  fet  out  with  the  joyfal  news  to  Vienna,  on  which 
•cGifioft  he  was  acc6aipaaied  by  tweaty»four  poftiUions  blowing; 
their  boms ;  da  fhc  r4th  Ts  Deum  was  fung.in  the  church  of 
St.  Stephen*  his  Imperial  majefty  affifled  in  perfon^  and  the  ur 
%ras  rent  with  the  ihouts  of  **  Long  live  the  emperor  I  Long 
live  Loudon !"  Imn^iatdy  after  thisi^  the  Field-Marfhal  was 
declared  generaliffimo  of  all  the  armies^  the  other  comiuanders 
were  enjoined  to  receive  his  ocdcrs*  and  the  Aulick  ooondl  of 
war  was  entrufted  with  the  execution  of  them.  Orfimra*  how- 
ever»  held  oat  until  the  next  year»  and  the  king  of  Pmffia,  who 
bad  taken  no  part  in  the  conteft,  as  long  as  the  Ottomana  naade  a 
formidable  ftand»  now  formed  an  alliance  with  the  forte,  and 
prevented  Auftria  and  Riiflia  from  driving  the  Turks  out  of 
Europe. 

In  1790  three  grand  armies  were  aflemUed  under  Loudooy 
in  ^  Bohemia*  Moravia,  and  Gallkia*  but  at  this  critical  period 
Jdeph  II.  happened  to  die.  His  fucceflbr*  Leopold,  ooofirmed 
the  appointment  made  by  his  predeceflbr,  and  the  Field*Marflial 
repaired  to  Vienna,  to  confult  with  his  new  foveivign.  Oa 
the  1 8th  of  June  he  iet  out  on  his  return  to  Moraviau  On 
the  %6th  he  dined  with  the  prince  Lichnowfki  at  Gratz,  and, 
happening  unfortunately  to  eat  fomethiog^difficult  of  dige(lio«,  a 
finrer  icnfued.  He  proceeded,  however,  on  his  journey,  and  ar* 
rived  next  day  at  his  head^^uarters  at  Neutitichbin,  where  the 
difiratb  feemed  toincreafe.  «.Graepferth,  furgeon-major  to  the 
maj^  however,  treated  his  diforder  with  fuch  {kill,  that  on  the 
j;th  of  July  his  patient  was  pronounced  out  of  danger.  That 
very  day,  however,  he  rode  out,  agalnil  the  opinion  of  his  phy- 
fician,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  had  a  return  of  his  malady, 
in  oonfisquence  of  a  retention  of  urine,  to  which  he  was  fubjed. 

The  furgeonrmaior  now  wiihed  to  call  in  (bme  other  medical 
stten,  but  the  general  lefufed  to  conient.  On  awakening  next 
day  from  a  kind  of  lethargy  with  which  he  had  been  feized,  ho 
toU  Graepferth  that  be  could  not  recover,  but  begged  that  the 

pain. 
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pain,  which  was  intolerable,  might  be  alleviated. '  On  this  die 
hladikr  was  pondnrcd,  and  five  pints  of  red  and  glarioas  urine 
were  ^charged*  He  now  made  the  neceflary  difpoiitions  as  to 
his  fbrmne,  took  the  facrameni  in  pretence  of  his  generals  and 
mds'de-<amp^  invited  the  fidd-iaarQials  Colloredo  and  Botta  to 
faUqabe  his  teftainent,  as  witndTesy  and,  on  perceiving  hts  ne** 
phew  Alexander  on  his  knees  by  his  bed-fide,  with  his  face 
bathed  io  tears,  be  addrefliMl  him  thus :  **  Arife,  be  a  manand  a 
Chriftian!  love  God,  and  never  do  any  hurt  toyourfeUow-a^^ 
tures.  Providence  has  raifed  me  from  the  duft  to  a  pitch  of 
graadenr  I  never  ibught  for.  During  my  whole  life  I  have 
tium^t  of  nvthiogeUe  than  performing  my  daty;  may  I  ferve  as 
an  example  to  you  !'*  Soon  after  this  he  experienced  great  tor* 
lure,  but  was  at  length  releafed  fi:om  pain  .by  his  dcadi,  which 
ocuMiud  tt  feven  o'ckxck  in  die  evening  of  July  14.  The  body, 
deconHsd  with  all  the  attributes  of  a  field-mar(faal,  was  removed 
to  Haderfibrf,  where  it  was  interred  with  great  magnificence. 

Thus  died,  in  the  feventy-third  year  of  his  age,  Field-Mar- 
ibal  fiiMon  de  Loudon,  genera/ijimo  of  the  Auftrian  armies,  a 
pafi  of  ht^  honour,  tmft,  and  importance,  which  had  been  for* 
waeAf  confided  to  prince  Eugene  of  Savoy,  and  was  only  aeated 
en  fiocular  oocafioos. 

In  perfoo,  he  was  well  formed,  meagre,  and  of  the*  middle 
£»•  His  h^,  which  was  rod  in  his  youdi,  had  become  grey^ 
and  very  thio,  kmg  before  bis  deadi.  He  wore  a  falfc  toyfsf  and 
two  little  curb;  his  pietie  was  tied  clofe  to  his  neck.  His  eye- 
bows,  Vhich  fiill  retained  part  of  their  primitive  colour,  pro- 
jeAed  confidcvably ;  his  fiice  was  long,  his  nofe  elevated,  his 
cheeks  were  funk,  his  chin  was  round  and  well  groportioned,  bis 
mouth  handfome,  his  eyes  grey,  his  head  inclined  a  little  for- 
ward, and  his  complexion  was  that  of  a  reddilh  bcown.  The 
author  of  this  article  leaves  it  to  the  phyfiognomifts  to  decide 
whedier  thefe  are,  or  are  not,  the  features  and  chara^riitical 
tiaks  of  a  hero  t 

Loudon  from  his  early  youtb  had  avoided  the  ibciety  of  vro* 
■len ;  he  was  esceffively  timid  and  diafte,  and  has  always  beat 
ceofideied  as  a  good  hu(baad«    He  appean,  however^  to  have 

been 
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Keen  a  bad  maflier.  He  refufedto  meliorate  the  condition  of  hi$ 
Yaflals,  although  requ^fted  by  M.  De  Rakb,  in  the  name  of  the 
emperor  Joieph,  He  carried  his  ideas  of  military  obedience  into 
private  life,  and  required  the  fame  fcrupulous  fubordination  from 
bis  fervants  and  peafants  as  from  his  foldiers.  He  retained  the 
odious  cuftom  of  the  corvee^  a  kind  of  ftatute  labour  performed 
gratuitoufly  by  his  vaflals »  they  were  obliged  to  aflemble  at  the 
ringing  of  a  bell,  to  begin  labour  all  at  the  fame  inlbnt*  and,  if 
vre  are  to  believe  the  reports  of  Germany,  they  were  treated  like 
ib  many  flaves. 

It  ought  to  be  mentioned  to  his  honour ,v  that  he  was  very  mo* 
deft  refpeAing  his  own  exploits,  and  ftudioufly  avoided  to fpeak  on 
the  fcience  of  war,  although  it  was  the  only  one  with  whidi  he 
was  acquainted.  He  afiefted  to  be  very  religious,  and  generally 
Aepped  out  of  a  church  into  a  carriage,  when  he  fet  off  to  com* 
mence  a  campaign  which  wa^  deftined  to  put  thoufands  to  death. 
Tliis  was  the  fafliion,  however,  at  Vienna  during  the  reign  of 
Mari^-Therefa. 

The  Field  Mar  (hal  was  a  true  foldier  of  fortune  \  he  never 
ipquired  into  the  juflice  of  the  caufe  for  which  he  drew  his 
fword ;  the  will  of  his  fovereign  was  fufficient.  We  therefore 
find  him  equally  difpofed  to  fecond  a  legitimate  conteft  againft 
the  king  of  Pruflia,  to  countenance  the  plunder  of  unhappy 
Poland,  or  continue  an  unprovoked  aggreilion  againft  the  Turks. 

Previouily  to  his  demife,  the  devotees  and  pricfts  of  a  fuperfti- 
tious  capital  were  charmed  with  his  condu6i:,  for  he  had  abjured 
the  Lutheran  religion,  adopted  the  true  faith,  and  adually  re- 
ceived the  communion  of  the  cjiahlijhcd  church  during  his  laft 
moments.  He  was  alfo  accuftomed  to  declaim  againft  the  nev> 
fhilofophy ;  which  he  appears,  however,  to  have  been  incapable  of 
comprehending. 

What  then  muft  have  been  their  chagrin,  when,  on  opening 
his  will,  it  was  difcovered  that  he  was  to  be  buried  in  unfanftijied 
earth,  ih  the  midft  of  a  grove,  after  the  Turkifti  manner,  and 
that  a  Pagan  tomb  of  white  marble  (part  of  the  fpoils  of  the 
Yangui(hed  Ottomans)  was  to  be  placed  over  his  grave  I 

Jofeph  II,-  fome  years  before  his  death,- ordered  a  ftatue  of 

Field* 


Fidd-Marihal  De  Loudon  to  be  ere6led  in  the  grand  halt  of  the 
Aulick  council.  It  condfts  of  a  figure  as  large  8^  Ufe^  cut  in 
white  marble.     Carachi  was  thefculptor:  the  following  is  tbt 

epitaph  : 

GiDEONIS.   LOUDONI.    SuMMI.   CaSTRORUM. 

P11JE:F£CTI.    semper.    8TRENUI.    FORTIS.    FELICIS.   MILITI&. 

ET.    CIVIS.   OPTIMI.    EXEMPLUM.   QUOD.    DUCES* 

MILITESQUE.    IMITENTUR.   JOSEPHUS.    ir, 

AUG.    IN    EJUS.    EFFIGIE.    PROPONI. 

yOLUIT.    ANNO   CID.ID.CCLXXXIII.      • 
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BAILLY  *. 

Jean-Sylvain  Bailly  was  bom  in  Paris  on  the  15th  c^ 
Septembc^r,  1736.  His.father  was  the  fourth  in  fucceffion  of  his 
fiamilyy  diftinguifbed  as  a  painter,  and  his  grandfather  actually 
died  in  confequence  of  fome  experiments  in  order  to  ftain  marble 

with  pigments  which  he  himfelf  had  brought  from  China. 
Young  Bailly  Was  alfo  deflined  to  be  a  painter,  and  had  alreadjf 
made  fome  progrefs  in  the  art,  when  he  fuddenly  evinced  an  in- 
clination for  polite  literature,  efpecially  poetry.  In  confequence 
of  thb  turn,  he  <:ompofed  tragedies  which  even  Lanoue  deemed 
worthy  of  commendation,  without,  however,  adyifing  him  to  con« 
fine  his  attention  folely  to  the  drama. 

Mademoifelle  Lejeuneux,  who  dedicated  her  time  to  the  pen- 
cil, was  the  friend  of  Lacaille,  and  Bailly,  by  her  means,  got 
acquainted  with  him  ;  this  decided  his  application  to  the  fciences ; 
and  fo  early  as  1762  he  prefented  to  the  academy  *^  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  Moon,"  which,  at  the  inftigation  of  Lacaille,  were 
drawn  up  with  all  the  minutenefs  of  detail  demanded  by  the  new 
and  improved  (late  of  aftronomy.  This  performapce  was  after* 
wards  quoted  by  him  with  approbation,  in  the  fixth  volume  of 
Epbcmmdes* 

Bailly  alfo  calculated  the  orbit  of  the  comet  of  1759,  the  re* 

•     .        

*  Eloge  4e  BaiHy,  par  Jeiome  Laluide. 
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tsm  of  whith  ftad  6ceopieJ  the  attention  of  attronetners ;  vtA 
«!  <be  a9(h  «f  Jairaary,  1963,  he  was  admitted  a  flaember  of  the 
AcaJeoiy  of  Sciences*  In  the  cotirfe  of  the  fame  yeat  he  p^b-> 
Iiflied  a  large  and  uiti;ful  work  :  this  was  a  digeft  of  the  obfervan 
tions  made  by  LacaUic»  in  1766  and  1 761,  on  the  zodiacal  ftars, 
to  die  number  of  five  hundred  and  fifteen,  among  which  are  one 
hundred  and  thirty-two  omitted  in  fermer  catalogues :  it  is  true, 
indeed,  that  thefe  are  to  be  found  in  Mayer's  *'  Zodiac,"  but  it 
muft  be  at  the  iame  time  acknowledged,  that  their  pofitions,  a$ 
defcribed  by  LacaiUe»  are  much  more  exaiS.  Thus  Bailly  ren« 
dercd  an:  important  fervice  to  aftronomy,  by  making  us  enjoy 
the  fruit  of  labours  which  had  cofl  the  author  his  life,  and  would 
have  remained  ufelefs  had  it  not  been  for  the  zeal  of  his  pupil. 

It  was  alfo  in  1763  that  he  turned  his  attention  towards  the 
theory  of  the  fatellites  of  Jupiter ;  the  difficulty  and  importance 
bf  tbii  fubje£l  bad  already  attradcd  the  attention  of  the  academy » 
and  It  was  propofed,  as  the  fubjeft  of  a  prize,  in  the  month  of 
April  1764. 

Lq;range,  who  was  accounted  one  of  the  firft  geometricians 
in  Europe,  became  a  candidate  for  the  reward  offered  on  this 
occafioa  by  the  academy.  The  new  academician  calculated  the 
fame  pertartations  by  the  theory  of  Clairaut ;  their  united  efforts 
made  us  acquainted,  for  the  firft  time,  with  the  lingular  altera- 
tions of  thefe  little  planets,  and  produced  a  feries  of  ubtes,  the 
equations  of  which  were  no  longer  empirical. ' 

In  1 766  Bailly  publiihed  an  important  treatife,  with  the  modcft 
title  of  **  An  Eflay  on  the  Theory  of  the  Satellites  of  Jupiter*,  " 
with  tables  of  their  motions,  and  the  hiflory  of  this  branch  of 
aftronomy,  4o  fifty-three  pages  quarto ;  from  this  moment  the 
learned  part  of  the  fcience  appears  to  hate  interefted  him. 

The  moft  ingenious  memoir  ever  drawn  up  by  him,  is  diat  of 
177 1,  relative  to  the  light  of  Jupiter's  fiitellites.  Bailly,  on  this 
occafion,  very  ingenioufly  availed  himfelf  of  the  idea  conceived  by 
Fouchy,  of  covering  the  circle  of  the  objeA-gIa(^  by  means  of 
pellucid  fubftauces,  until  the  fatellite  had  difappeared,  that  he 

•  M  Eflki  for  It  theorie  del  fttiellitet  dc  J^Uir*^ 
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might  thus  be  enabled  to  meafure  the  degree  of  light  * :  he  ob- 
ferved  and  calculated  the  variations  produced  by  the  proximity  of 
the  fatellites  to  Jupiter,  and  their  elevation  above  the  horizon  ;  he 
at  the  fiune  time  determined  their  diametere,  and  the  duration  of 
their  immerfions/,  he  ajfo  pointed  out  a  mode  of  comparing  the 
obfervationt  made  with  different  telefcopes,  fo  as  to  attain  a  de- 
gree of  perfection  until  then  unknown  in  that  branch  of  aftro- 
fiomy.  This  work,  replete  with  fagacity,  could  only  have  bee^ 
accDcopIi/hed  by  one  of  our  moft  eminent  aftronomers ;  and  I 
obferved  to  him,  during  the  height  of  his  glory,  that  I  would 
rather  have  achieved  this,  than  have  been  the  firft  on  the  lift  of 
prefidents  of  the  ftates-general  and  mayor  of  Paris,  although  his 
own  merit  had  placed  him  i|i  thofe  aufpicious  Ctuations. 

His  attachment  to  literature  at  length  induced  him  to  for- 
(ake  his  aftronomical  labours  ;  in  1767  he  became  one  of  the 
competitors  at  the  French  academy^  by  means  of  his  eloge  of 
Charles  V.  and  that  academy  diftinguiihed  it  with  approbation 
on  adjudgitig  the  prize  to  Laharpe. 

In  2768  Pailly  tranfmitted  the  eloge  of  Comeille  to  the  aca- 
demy of  Rouen,  which  obtained  the  accejjit ;  and  he  fent  the 
doge  of  Leibnitz  to  the  academy  of  Berlin,  which  bore  aws^y  the 
prize. 

In  1769  his  eloge  of  Moliere  gained  the  accejpt  at  the  French 
academy ;  Chamfort  acquired  the  prize. 

The  ehges  of  Cook,  of  LacaiUe,  and  of  Greflet,  ftill  further 
fignalized  his  talents  for  Belles' Lettres^  and  mad^  Buffbn  and 
feveral  other  members  of  the*academy  of  fciences  defirous  that 
ho  (hould  be  appointed  fecretary  of  that  illullrious  inftitdtion. 
If  Condorcet  obtain^  the  majority  of  fufFrages  in  1771,  he  was 
perhaps  indebted  for  the  preference  to  his  birth,  and  the  friendly 
exertions  of  d'Alembert.  The  French  academy,  however,  re- 
compenfed  hith  at  length,  for  on  the  25ch  of  February,  1784,  he 
was  received  a  member  of  it,  in  the  room  of  Treflan. 

In  1775  Bailly  prefented  the  public  with  his  firil  volume  of 
the  hiftory  of  aflronomy.    On  this  occafion,  his  talents  for  the 

* 

*  ^*-^  **  De  diminuer  Toavcitiire  de  Tobje^iif  par  dcs  diapbragna^  jufgu'^a  fair« 
Afpvaitie  un  fatelUte,  pour  ea  mefurer  le  degr^  de  lttffltere>  *c." 
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fctences,  and  taftc  for  lita-ature,  united  to  pruducc  tC  work  at 
once  ufeful  and  agreeable,  replete  with  learned  diflbrtations,  lu- 
minous ideas,  brilliant  defcriptions ;  calculated,  at  the  (ame  time, 
to  make  aftronomy  known  and  beloved ;  and  which  will  perhaps 
be  more  ufeful  to  that  fcience,  by  procuring  profelytes,  than 
profouud  diflertations*  fo  rarely  fought  after,  and  ftill  more  rarely 
underiVood.  The  hiftory  of  aftronomy  may  be  confidered  as  a 
treat) fe  on  that  fcience ;  but  that  treatife  is  fo  elementafy,  fo 
fimple,  fo  agreeable,  that  while  the  flowers  are  always  cpnfpi* 
cuous,  the  thorns  often  remain  unfeen. 

fiailly  tranfmitted  his  book  to  Voltaire,  who,  whife  be  re- 
turned thanks,  ilarted  at  the  fame  time  many  objediions  r  Ais 
produced  a  correfpondence,  the  refult  of  which  was  given  tcr  the 
world  in  two  interefling  volumes,  his  ^*  Letters  on  the  Origin 
of  Sciences*,"  and  *'  the  Atbutidos  of  Plato,  and  the  ancient 
hiftory  of  Afiat,"  publilhed  in  1777  and' 1779.  Voltaire  oouM 
fcarccly  give  credit  to  ths  exifboce.  of  9  people  deftroyed  and 
forgotten,  who  had  preceded  and  enlightened  all  others;  he  was 
perfuaded  that  the  Bramins,  who  have  taught  us  fo  many  things^ 
were  the  authors  of  philofophy  and  fcience :  Bailly  confidered 
them  merely  as  the  depofitaries. 

As  to  the  Atlantides  of  Plato,  Plutarch  formally  declares  the 
whole  to  be  a  fable  (fee  Journal  de  Paris^  Oflober  15,  1780)  ; 
and  M.  Bartoli,  in  his  *•  Impartial  ReflcfSkions,"  publiihed  in 
1780,  confiders  the  fiory  as  an  allegorical  defcription  of  the  mis- 
fortunes of  the  Athenians  (fee  Journal  de  Savans,  January, 
1 7  81).  This  is  not  the  place  to  difcufs  that  ancient  queftion  ; 
.  it  is  fufilcient  merely  to  obferve,  that  Bailly  treats  the  fubje£k 
with  equal  tafte  arid  erudition. 

In  1 78 1  and  1782  he  compofed  a  great  work,  "  On  the. 
Origin  of  Fables  and  Ancient  Religions,'*  replete  with  know- 
ledge and  refcarch,  the  publication  of  which  at  once  jhterefted 
the  learned  world,  and  refledted  honour  on  the  author.  Bailly 
did  not  entirely  give  in  to  the  allegorical  fyftera  of  ancient 
traditions,  which  the  citizen  Dupuis  has  cftabliftied  in  a  vivSlo- 

♦  «*  Lettres  furj'originc  dcs  fciencoe."*' 

f  «  Lcttrcs  fuv  I'AtUniide  dc  PUuii}  et  fur  l^aDciennc  hl(l(>Ire  dc  TAiie.'* 
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rious  manner  in  the  "  Journal  dcsSavans^  of  1779  and  1780, 
as  well  as  in  his  other  works :  his  ideas  were  fixed ;  his  part  was 
taken ;  and,  notwithftanding  my  efforts,  I  could  not  bring  him 
back  to  what  appeared  to  me  tO'be  the  truth.  Being  an  enthu- 
fiaft  in  the  caufe  of  aftronomy,  I  alfo  regretted  the  time  devoted 
by  him  to  refearches  and  difcuflions  rather  curious  than  ufeful, 
and  which  did  not  in  the  lead  contribute  to  the  progreft  of  a 
fcience  he  was  fo  capable  of  illuftrating. 

His  ideas  refpc6Hng  the  ancient  ftate  of  Afia  were  fimilar  to 
thofc  of  Buffon- relative  to  the  cooling  of  the  earth  ;  he  accord- 
ingly lived  on  very  friendly  terms  with  that  great  naturalift, 
till  the  eledion  of  Maury  to  a  feat  in  the  French  academy  oc- 
caConed  an  irreparable  breach :  Bailly  not  only  denied  bis  vote, 
to  a  man  whom  he  did  not  eAeem,  but  refufed  to  abfent  himfelf 
from  the  acadamy  on  the  day  of  eIe£lion,  and  from  that  mo- 
ment there  was  an  end"  of  all  connexion  between  one  w1k> 
wifhcd  to  be  mafter,  and  another  who  chofe  to  remain  inde- 
pendent 

The  "  Hiflory  of  Aftronomy"  had  engaged  Bailly  in  pro* 
found  and  erudite  inquiries^  which  the  academy  of  infcriptions 
and  belles-lettres,  in  1785,  rewarded  by  an  ele<5ion  merited 
indeed,  but  extremely  rare,  becaufe  before  his  time  Fontenelle 
alone  had  belonged  to  the  three  great  academies :  and  certainly 
Fontenelle  was  not  fo  well  entitled  to  the  palm  of  ancient  eru- 
dition as  Bailly. 

His  **  Hiftory  of  Indian  and  Oriental  Aftronomy,'*  which 
appeared  in  1787,  juftified  the  choice  of  the  academy;  for  it 
renp^ed  an  infinity  of  refearches,'  which  no  perfon,  perhaps,' 
could  have  conduced  fo  well  as  himfelf,  becaufe  they  demanded 
an  immenfe  number  of  calculations. 

In  1784  the  animal  magnetifm  of  Mefmer,  as  praftifed  by 
Deflon,  occafioncd  a  fingular  and  inconceivable  agitation  in 
Paris:  the  king  nominated  phyficians,  the  academy  natural 
philofophers  (phyficiens),  with  a  view  to  enlighten  the  public^ 
on  this  fubj^S.  Bailly,  who  was  one  of  the  commiffioners 
eledled  by  the  latter,  was  alfo  chofen  chairman.  The  report 
«itlivercd  in  upon  this  occafion,  confifting  of  xo8  pages  oflavo, 
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occupied  his  attention  during  a  confiderable  time ;  for  it  was  3r 
important  fa(^,  worthy  of  being  inferted  in  the  biftory  of  the 
errors  of  the  human  mind,  and  exhibited  a  mod  extraordinary 
inftance  of  the  power  of  the  imagination. 

The  academy  having  appointed  com miffioners  In  17S6,  for 
the  examinatfon  of  a  plan  of  a  new  hotel-^d'teu^^  by  Poyet  the 
archlte<!i%,  Bailly  drew  up  a  report  of  250  pages  o6bvo ;  this  is 
a  work  extremely  valuable,  both  on  account  of  the  philofophy 
and  hpmanity  displayed  by  the  author.  Inftead  of  one,  be  pro- 
pofed  the  ere£lion  of  four  different  hofpitals,  and  Breteuil,  then 
minider,  who  had  the  greateft  confidence  in  his  judgment,  was 
decidedly  fixed  as  to  the  execution  of  the  proje£t;  but  the  revo- 
lution of  178^9  occurred,  and  obliged  him  to  rcfign. 

On  April  the  2^A\^  ^789*  the  cIe<Sors  of  Paris,  having  af- 
fcmbled  to  nominate  the  deputies  to  the  dates  general,  chofe 
BaiHy  fecretary.  There  were  many  academicians  in  this  afiem- 
bly,  but  Bailly  was  a  member  of  all  the  academies.  His  talents 
as  a  writer  were  known ;  the  intcrefting  reports  drawn  up  by 
him  relative  to  the  hofpitals,  and  animal  magnetifm,  had  excited 
the  attention  of  the  public  ;  in  addition  to  this,  his  charader 
for  difcretion  and  mildncfs  had  acquired  him  great  reputation  on 
the  fcore  of  morality,  fo  that  no  perfon  united  fo  many  claims 
as  hirafelf  to  be  fecretary  to  fo  great  an  aflembly.  This  choice 
was  too  flattering  not  to  be  complied  with,  and  from  that  day 
the  adronomers  lod  a  fellow-labourer  from  whom  they  had  dill 
much  to  expeiSl. 

Similar  reafons  foon  occafioned  him  to  be  nominated  a  deputy, 
and  paved  the  way  for  his  e!e£tion  as  prefident  of  the  third  edate, 
on  its  affembling  at  Verfailles  May  5,  On  the  17th  of  June, 
the  commons  having  condituted  tbemfelves  a  national  adembly, 
Bailly  was  continued  in  the  chair,  and  didinguiftied  himfelf 
greatly  ii^  thatoifice.  It  was  he  who,  on  the  aoth,  conduAed 
tlie  adembly  to  the  Tennis-court  at  Verfailles;  and  be  aUbpre- 
dded,  on  the  27th,* when  tliei  two  other  orders  united  themfelves 
with  the  third  edate.     On  the  zd  of  July  Orleans  was  nomi- 


*  The  name  formerly  beftowc4  oil  a  celebrated  bofpital  in  Ptfiti  8»w  calkd 
FHoJpicc  dt  Human'u/, '  Edit. 
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natcd  his  fucceflbr,  and,  on  his  rtfu&l  to  a£l,  the  bifliop  of 
Vicnne  was  clewed ;  on  this  occafion  a  deputation  \vas  appointed   . 
to  thank  Baiiljr  for  the  manner  in  which"  he  had  exercifcd  his 
fun£lions. 

On  the  15th  of  July,  the  king  having  repaired  to  Paris  after 
the  capture  of  the  Baftille,  Bailly  was  cleded  chief  magiftratc 
by  acclamation,  under  the  name  of  mayor  of  Paris. 

It  would  be  unneceffary  to  follow  him  in  his  public  career : 
it  appears  inconteftable,  however^  that  in  the  exercife  of  his 
Tarious  fundlions,  as  deputy,  prefident,  and  mayor,  he  difplayed 
the  knowledge,  firmnefs,  and  moderation,  of  a  philofopher. 
Some  have  accufed  him  of  debafing  royalty ;  others  of  paying 
too  great  deference  to  it:  it  would  be  improper  to  agitate  this 
quefUon  at  prefent ;  it  is  referved  for  the  deciflon  of  a  future 
generation.  I  do  not  know  Tiow  far  he  might  have  been  de- 
ceived, but  I  am  certain  he  poflefled  the  talents  and  love  of 
juilice  requiilte  in  a  (nagiftrate,  jeined  to  a  defire  of  being 
ierviceable  to  a  country  to  which  he  had  devoted  both  hi^  time 
and  his  life,  and  facrificed  all  his  ftudies,  or,  in  other  words,  all 
his  happinefs. 

The  various  focieties  to  which  he  belonged  bore  evidence  of 
his  worth ;  his  buft  was  inftalled  at  the  municipality  with  great 
potnp,  as  well  as  at  the  academy  of  fciences,  where  they  had 
never  before  admitted  that  of  any  living  academician.  His  glory 
was  at  its  meridian :  placed  between  the  people  and  the  king,  he 
proteAed  them,  as  it  were,  from  one  another ;  although  infe- 
rior to  both,  his  influence  was  equally  ufeful  to  each ;  and  the 
philofopher  maintained  his  proper  equilibrium  amidft  the  folici- 
tations  of  all  parties. 

The  mod  difagreeable  and  the  mol^  fatal  event,  during  the 
whole  oourfeof  bis  adminiftration,  occurred  on  the  17th  of  July, 
1792,  when  the  party  in  oppofition  to  the  monarchical  confli-> 
tution  excited  the  people  to  commotions,  which  the  national 
aSbmbly  commanded  Bailly  to  diflipate.  He  was  obliged,  on 
this  occaiion,  to  repair  in  perfon  to  the  Champ  de  Mars :  there 
he  ri^ed  his  life ;  there  muikets  were  fired  in  fpite  of  all  his 
precautions ;  and,  in  confequence  of  this,  he  loft  bis  head  two 
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years  afterwards,  when  the  only  objeft  and  only  rcfourcc  of 
the  tyrant  was  to  flatter  the  people,  to  carefs  their  pallions^  and 
to  go  beyond  even  their  refentment^,        ^ 

Bailly  was  mayor  of  Paris  from  the  15th  of  July,  1789,  pntil 
the  1 6th  of  November,  1791,  that  is  to  fay,  during  two  years 
ana  a  half.  Fetion,  whom  a  party  wifhed  to  put  in  his  place, 
occafioncd  many  embarraffments  which  made  him  prefer  retiring, 
more  efpecially  as  his  health  abfplutely  required  repofe.  He  tra- 
velled during  the  year  1792,  and  part  of  1793  ;  he  alfo  wrote 
aiy account  of  the  events  which  he  had  witneflfed,  and  in  which 
ht  had  been  not  unfrequently  one  of  the  moH:  diflinguKhed 
a£tors.  Thofe  memoirs  do  not  come  down  lower  than  the  2d  of 
O(9;ober  1789,  and  yet  they  make  more  tlian  600  pages  quarto. 
This  work  will  undoubtedly  make  its  appearance,  and  in  it  we 
fliall  difcover  the  charafters  and  the  motives  of  the  leaders  of 
the  revolution,  and  the  concatenation  of  circumftances  which 
drew  the  others  along  with  them. 

In  the  memoirs,  printed  in  two  volumes  in  1790,  by  Debuire, 
none  of  his  fpeeches,  after  the  30th  of  Auguft  1789,  areln- 
ferted.  When  the  remainder  are  collected,  they  will  add  freih 
intereft  to  his  chara£ter  and  condu£t. 

During  his  journey  he  was  not  ignorant  of  the  machinations, 
carrying  on  againft  him,  and  he  had  n^any  opportunities  of 
ijuitting  France.    Cato  faid 

INGRATA  PATRIA  MEA   K£C   OSS  A    HABEBIS  ; 

Ungrateful  country^  youjhall  not  even  poffifs  my  hnes. 

]3ut  Bailly  was  more  firm  than  Cato :  he  would  not  abandon  his 
native  foil ;  he  preferred  the  example  of  Socrates. 

Such  a  man  could  not  be  C9ndemned  but  for  the  conamiflion 
of  an  error,  or  by  meansof  a  crime.  The  XlVth  article  of  the 
rights  of  man  ezprefsly  ftates,  that  it  is  criminal  to  give  a  retro- 
a^ive  efie£t.to  a  law;  but  this  injufticewas  committed  daily 
during  the  nine  months  reign  of  that  ferocious  beall  whofe  i;a- 
v^es  ended- on  the  9th  Thermidor. 

Bailly  was  a.vi6lim  of  the  tribunal  of  blood  on  the  9^1  of 

November  1793^  and  thofe  who  had  procured  his  condemna- 
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tion  found  means  to  .prolong  his  fufferings,  by  requirin'r  that 
the  placQ  df  h^  execution  ihould  be  changed ;  in  confequence 
of  which  the  ica£fblding  was  removed :  this  occafioned  a  delay 
of  mofQ  thai\  two  hours.  He  was  the  only  perfon  towards  whom 
thcyexercifed  this  additional  barbarity*, 

Bailly,  in  1787,  piarried  Jeanne  Lcfcigncur,  widow  of  Ray- 
mond Gaye^^who  had  been  his  intimate  friend  during  twenty-  ' 
five  years*  She  had  arrived  at  an  age  calculated  to  infpire  con- 
fideration  and  attachment  on  the  part  of  a  man  of  merit,  who 
was  not  likely  to  be  led  away  by  the  ordinary  luotives  of  beauty 
or  fortune ;  more  efpecially  as  he  had  eight  nephews  to  whom 
he  wi(hed  to  aft  tlie  part  of  a  father. 

The  perfon  of  Bailly  was  tall,  his  countenance  was  ferious, 
but  majefttc;  and  his  chara£ter,  ;ilthough  £rm,  was  replete  with 
fimplicity.  His  difmtereftednefs  was  confpicuous  on  a  variety 
of  occaGons;  he  conduced  himfelf  with  great  generofity  to- 
wards his  relations,  and  exhibited  much  benevolence  to  the 
poor  during  his  mscgillracy,  at  which  period  he  expended  a  coa- 
fiderable  part  of  his  private  fortune.  ^ 

No  learned  man  ever  diftinguiflied  himfelf  in  fo  many  differ- 
ent ways  as  Bailly,  or  united  fo  many  claims  to  glory  and  ap- 
plaufe:  but  the  greateft  and  nobleft  teftimony  is  that  derived 
from  his  virtue,  which  always  remained  unblemifhed;  was 
always  refjpedied  ;  always  admired  in  the  acadenty,  the  metro* 
polls,  at  the  head  of  the  greatefl;  aflemblies,  in  the  moft  ex« 
aited  ftations,  as  well  as  in  the  midft  of  his  friends,  by  whom  he 
was  cherifhed,  and  in  the  bofom  of  his  family,  by  which  he 
was  adored. 

*  They  fpic  upon  and  burnt  a  pair  of  colours  clofe  to  hU  face  ;  foiBc  of  the  mott 
furious  advanced  in  order  to  ftrikc  him,  notwithftandjng  the  executioners  themfelvet 
were  'indignant  at  fuch  braUl  conduft.  They  aifo  covered  htm  with  dirt,  w^ile  a 
tiM  rain,  that  dcfcended  in  torrents,  added  to  the  )i«Yor  of  hisr  fituation.  With  ' 
hh  handa  tied  behind  hn  back,  and  obliged  to  fwallbw  tha  moifture  that  trickled 
down  flora  his  nofe,  he  at  ttme»  demanded  that  a  period  fliouid  be  put  to  £0  many 
c^^mides:  but  even  then  his  requefl  was  uttered  with  the  dignified  calnuiefs  of  a 
philofophcr.  To  a  man  who  faid,,  «  You  trntiHc,  Bajily  ;**  he  replied,  *»  Ves^  my 
iricnf,  bat  it  U  on  account  o£  the  cold."    Memwrad^un  Dtu.>u,  par  Kkujh. 

G^  ,  CONDORCEt. 
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CONDORCET*. 

^EAN-AnTOINE-NiCHOLAS     CaRITAT     DB      CoNDORCfiT 

was  born  at  Ribcmont  in  Picardy,  three  leagues  from  Saint- 
^intin  and  De  la  Fere,  on  the  17th  of  September  1743; 
and  his  family,  which  is  very  ancient,  has  held  a  refpedablc 
rank,  both  at  Orange  and  in  Dauphine,  ever  iince  the  lenth 
century  f. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  was  fent  to  fludy  philoibphy  at  the 
college  of  Navarre,  and  luckily  fell  into  the  hands  of  an  able 
profeilbr,  citizen  Giraud  de  Keroudon,  who  has  (ince  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  feveral  fcientific  works,  and  taught  mathe- 
matics in  the  college  of  France  with  applaufe.  During  the 
firft  year  of  his  refidence  there,  young  Gondorcet  exhibited  btit 
little  relifh  for  the  metaphyseal  queftions  relative  to  the  nature 
of  ideas,  of  (enfations,  and  of  memory ;  indeed  the  profeflbr 
had  declined  thefe  fubje<^s,  as  much  as  the  cuftom  of  thofe 
times  permitted.  In  the  courfe  of  the  following  year,  mathe- 
matics and  natural  philofophy  decided  his  future  vocation  ;  and 
although  he  had  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty*  fellow- 
Jludents,  he  acquired  a  greater  portion  of  fame  than  any  of 
them.  At  Elafter  he  fupported  a  public  thefis,  at  which 
Clairaut,  d*Alembert,  and  Fontaine,  the  firft  geometricians 
we  then  had,  aflifted;  his  conduA  on  this  occafion  obtained 
theirapplaufe. 

After  his  courfe  of  philofophy  was  finifhed,  he  returned  to 
his  family,  but  (till,  continued  to  cultivate  geometry.  His  at- 
tachment to  it,  indeed,  carried  him  hack  to  Paris  in  1762; 
on  which/occafion  he  chofe  to  live  along  with  his  old  profeflbr, 
in  order  to  have  more  frequent  opportunities  of  indulging  his 
ruling  paflion.  He  at  the  fame  time  attended  the  chemical  lec- 
tures of  Macquer  and  Beaum^,  frequented  the  literary  aflem- 
blies  that  met  at  the  houfe  of  mademoiflelle  Pe  Lefpinafle,  and 
Toon  diflinguiihed  himfelf  among  the  geometricians. 

*  Notice  far  U  vie  *  lef  oovns^*  ^«  Condorcet,  par  Jeroae  Liltiidc. 
t  CaiCAjiner  des  prlncei  *  de  li  noblefl^'1750. 
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In  1765  he  publiflicdhisfirft  work,  "  fiir  IcCalcul  Integrcl/* 
(on  Integral  Calculations),  in  which  he  propofed  to  exhibit  a 
general  method  of  determining  the  finite  integral  of  a  given 
difierential  equation,  cither  for  difierences  infinitely  fmall,  or 
fiiiite  differences.  D'Alembert  and  Bczout,  the  commlffionen 
of  the  academy,  employed  to  examine  the  merits  of  this  per- 
formance, obferved  in  their  report,  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
methods  were  of  the  author's  own  invention,  that  the  prOduaion 
itfclf  inferred  a  degree  of,  knowledge  very  feldom  to  be  met 
with  at  fo  early  an  age  (he  was  tlicn  only  twenty-two) ;  in 
fhort,  that  it  afibrded  a  prefage  of  talents  worthy  of  being  exditcd 
by  the  approbation  of  the  academy. 

Thus  Condorcet  was  already  one  of  the  firft  geometritians  In 
Europe;  and  no  more  than  ten  could  be  even  then  reckoned, 
who  were  equal  to  him  in  ftrength  of  parts :  one'at  Petcrfburg, 
one  at  Berlin,  one  at  Bafil,  one  at  Milan,  and  five  or  fix  at 
Paris..  England,  where  the  new  geometry  had  (hone  ever  fince 
the  time  of  Newton,  could  no  longer  boaft  of  any  geometrician 
who  could  be  ranked  among  thefc  I  have  juft  mentioned.    . 

In  1767  Condorcet  publifhed  a  fccond  work,  entitled  "  du 
TroblemedesTrois  Corps"  (of  the  Problem  of  Three  Bodies)'' 
in  this  he  prefented  the  nine  diflferential  equations  of  the  move- 
meat  of  the  bodies  of  a  given  fyftera,  fuppofing  that  each  of 
thefc  bodies  (hould  be  propelled  by  a  ccrtoin  force,  and  that  a 
mutual  attraftion  fubfifted  among  them.  He  alfo  treated  of  the 
movement  of  three  bodies  of  a  given  figure,  the  particles  of 
which  attrafted  each  other  in  tlic  inverfc  ratio  of  the  fquarc  of 

the  diftance. 

In  addition  to  this,  he  explained  a  new  method  of  integcn, 
by  approximation,  with  the  afliftance  of  infinite  ferieis ;  in  fine, 
he  added  to  the  methods  exhibited  in  his  firft  work,  that  which 
M.  De  la  Grange  had  c6nvinced  him  was  ftill  wanting. 

In  1768,  under  the  title  of  the  firft  part  of  his  "  Effais 

d'Analyfe"     (Analytical  Effays),    he    publifhed  a  letter  to 

d'Alembcrt,  in  which  he  refumed  the  fubjefis  treated  of  in  his  two 

former  works,  and  endeavoured,   by  means  of  new  exhibitions, 

to  extend  his  methods  of  integral  calculation,  in  the  three  hy- 

pothefes 
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pothefcs  of  cvancfccnt  differences,  finite  differences,  and  partial 
differences.  'He  tjicre  alfo  gave  the  applictition  of  infinite  or* 
indefinite  feries  to  the  integration ;  the  methods  of  approxima- 
tion, and  the  ufc  of  all  the  methods  for  the  dynamic  problems, 
cfpecially  the  problem  of  three  bodies:  tlicfe  modes  might  have 
become  an  ufeful  help,  that  would  have  led  to  important  difco- 
vcries,  but  he  only  pointed  out  the  road  neceffary  to  be  followed, 
for  he  did  not  undertake  to  purfue  it. 

He  was  received  into  the  academy  on  the  8th  of  March, 
1769.  In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year  he  publillied  a  memoir 
on  the  nature  of  infinite  feries,  on  the  extent  of  Solutions  af- 
forded  by  this  mode,  and  on  a  new  method  of  approximation  for 
the  differential  equations  of  all  the  orders. 

In  the  volumes  of  1770,  and  the  following  years,  he  pre- 
fented  the  fruits  of  his  refearches  on  the  equations  with  partial 
and  finite  differences;  and  in  1772  he  publiflied  "  L'Eflai 
d'une  Methode  pour  dtftinguer  les  Equations  differentielles  pof* 
fiblesen  termes  finis  de  celles  qui  ne  le  font  pas,"  (An  Effay  oa 
a  method  to  diflinguifh  poffible  Differential  Equations  in  finite 
Xcrms,  from  thofe  which  are  not  fo) .  The  fcrvice  that  this 
was  likely  to  afford  to  geometry,  determined  him  to  print  it, 
although  he  was  fenfible  of  its  imperfe£!ions.  The  mode  of  cal« 
culatioi)  here  prefented  is  an  admirable  inftrument,  bat  it  is 
ftill  very  far  diftant  from  that  degree  of  perfe6kion  to  which  it 
may  be  brought;  the  labours  of  Euler,  d'AIembert,  and  Con- 
dorcet,  have  tended  to  advance  it;  'Laplace,  Legendre,  and 
Coufin,  were  fuccefsful  in  the  cultivation  of  it ;  but  the  work 
is  immcnfe,  and  the  number  of  co-operators  altonilhingly  fmall. 
Condorcet  demohftrated  that  the  equations  ^of  cojiditions  are 
thofe  which  ought  to  be  followed,  in  order  to  conftitute  the  in- 
tegral: indefinite,  either  at  maximum  or  a  minimum.  The 
equations  of  conditions  had  before  been  given  by  Euler,  but 
Condorcet  prefented  them  under  a  general  form  for  the  differen- 
tials of  all  the  orders,  which  enabled  us  to  become  acquainted 
with  their  identity.  It  muft,  however,  be  allowed ,  that  he 
confined  his  operations  to  general  purpofes ;  for,  in  confcqucnce 
of  attending  but  little  to  their  application^  they  have  not  at- 
tained 
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tained  all  the  perfe£Uon  they  are  capable  of.  He  continued,  for 
ibme  years  longer,  to  occupy  his  attention  with  tbofe  inquiries, 
in  confequence  of  which  he  produced  a  large  treatifc  on  integral 
calculations^  The  citizen  Keralio^  formerly  governor  to  tiie 
infant  of  Parma,  was  at  the  trouble,  about  the  year  1785,  to 
copy  them  with  his  own  hand,  and  the  work  a^hially  began  to 
be  printed  in  the  courfe  of  the  following  year.  One  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  pages  only  were,  however,  completed ;  but 
the  remainder  is  ftill  in  the  hands  of  his  family.  I  have  difcor 
vered  from  the  proof  flieets,  that  this  treatife  confifts  of  five 
parts : — 

L  Of  the  formation  of  dif&rential  equations. 

U.  Principles  of  integral  calculation  applied  to  diflbrences  in- 
finitely fmall. 

III.  Principles  of  integral  calculation  applied  to  partial  dif- 
ferences« 

IV.  Principles  of  integral  calculation  applied  to  finite  difFer- 
cnces. 

V.  Different  applications  of  integral  calculation. 

As  I  then  perceived  that  the  author  was  occupied  about  many 
other  matters  of  importance,  I  did  not  expert  that  he  would 
findki(ure,  or,  perhaps,  courage  to  continue  the  impreflionjof 
(0  laborious  a  work ;  luckily,  however,  the  mrmufcript  is  fl!ill 
in  exiftence,  as  well  as  that  of  an  elementary  treatife  .on 
arithmetic  *. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  analytical  jabours,  Condorcet  conv- 
mitted  his  philofophical  ideas  to  writing,  as  may  be  feen  from 
his  *•  Letter  to  a  Theologian."  Tliis  was  one  of  the  firft  works 
which  he.  himfelf  caufed  to  be  printed,  but  he  did  not  affix  his 
nan^e  to  it.  In  it  he  commented,  with  much  wit  and  propriety, 
on  the  accufationsof  the  author  of  *'  Three  Ages  of  Literature,** 
2ipin&  the  philofophers  of  that  day :  but  he  puihcd  philofo- 
phy  a  little  too  far ;  for,  even  fuppoilng  his  fydem  demonftrated. 


*   7rait/ Elemeniairt  ^Arttbrnittque.     This  wa<  lately  prefented  to  the  French 
fel^flahire  by  Garaty  and  ihiec  thouCuul  copies  were  prinud  by  its  order.    Edk* 

c  it 
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it  would  be  more  advantageous  to  confine  thofe  truths  within 
the  circle  of  the  initiated,  becaufe  they  are  dangerous,  in  refpc£t 
to  the  gresaer  part  of  mankind,  who  are  unable  to  replace,  by 
means  of  principles,  th^  which  they  are  bereaved  of  in  the 
fhapeof  fear,  confolation,  and  hope. 

On  the  icth  of  June,  I773»  Condorcct  was  declared  fecre* 
tary-eleil  to  the  academy,  which  office  was  to  devolve  to  him 
€n  the  demife  of  Fouchy ;  on  this  occafion  he  was  preferred  to 
Bailly,  who  alfo  folicited  the  place.  Thefe  new  functions  natu- 
rally induced  him  to  negled  the  ftudy  of  geometry,  to  which 
his  genius  was  fo  admirably  adapted.  But  at  once  the  fcholar 
and  the  friend  of  d* Alembert,  like  him  he  was  induced  to  ihine 
as  a  writer,  although  this  talent,  much  morfc  eaftly  acquired,  and 
in  faS  moie  common,  could  not  tempt  him  with  the  pfofpeA 
of  fo  great  and  durable  a  portion  of  glory  as  the  higher 
geometry. 

( 1 77 1 .)  The  firft  eloge  compofed  by  Condorcet  was  that  of 
Fontaine,  who  had  been  conddered  by  Euler  as  the  moft  pro* 
found  of  all  the  French  geometricians, .  and  the  man  from 
whom  moft  might  be  expected.  No  one  was  better  calculated 
to  appreciate  the  taints  of  Fontaine  than  a  fcientific  man,  ca- 
pable of  the  fame  refearches,  and  who  himfelf  had  acquired  ce- 
lebrity in  the  fame  career;  but  in  comparing  Fontaine  to 
d'Alembert  he  difcovered  that  prediledion,  afterwards  fo  per- 
ceptible in  the  other  eulogiums  of  the  moft  celebrated  geome- 
tricians, written  by  him  during  the  life  of  his  friend.  Thcfe 
eloges,  which  are  extremely  difficult  in  their  compofition^  form 
fo  many  monuments  of  the  hiftory  of  that  fciencc.  We  are  no 
where  elfe  enabled  to  appreciate  lal^ours  which  cannot  be  un- 
derftood  by  more  than  ten  perfons  of  the  contemporary 
generation. 

The  eloge  of  Condamine»  which'  he  recited  in  1774,  ap- 
pears to  be  a  mafter-piece  of  another  kind :  the  travels  of  that 
celebrated  academician,  the  vivacity  of  his  chara&er,  the  diver- 
fity  of  his  works,  the  everlafting  aflivity  of  his  imagination, 
and  the  extreme  candour  of  his  ingenuous  mind,  furni(hed  Con- 
dorcet 


dorcet  with  portt-aits  which  were  loudly  applauded,  and  which 
placed  him  in  the  firft  rank  of  thofe  who  have  acquired  fame  by 
this  fpecfes  of  writing* 

Never,  before  this  period,  did  fo  much  knowledge,  philofo* 
phy,  imagination,  energy,  boldnefs  of  ftyle,  and  eloquence^ 
excite  enthufiafm  in  the  breath  of  the  auditors;  and,  during 
nearly  twenty  yeara  that  he  purfued  this  brilliant  career,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  he  delivered  iifty-four  eloges,  he  never  once 
ceafed  to  produce  the  fame  degree  of  admiration,  and  receive  the 
fame  ihareof  applaufe. 

This  unexampled  fucceis  caufed  him  to  be  received  a  mem- 
ber of  the  French  academy  in  178:};  and  certainly  no  perfon 
had  a  better  right  to  this  honour  than  fuch  an  admirable  vvriter. 

But  Condorcet  was  not  (atisfied  with  compofmg  the  eloges  re- 
quired by  his  o£5ce.  In  1773  he  ptjibliflied/a  volume  of  thofe 
omitted  by  Fontenelle ;  that  is  to  fay,  of  eleven  academicians 
who  died  previoufly  to  the  reftoration  of  the  academy  in  1699, 
VIZ,  Huyghens,  Roemer,  Picard,  Roberval,  Mariotte,  Per- 
xault,  Charas,  Freniele,  Blonde),  Duclos,  and  Lachambre. 
It  is  aftonifliing  that,  in  the  eloges  which  promifed  the  lead  in- 
tereft,  fuch  as  that  of  Jofeph  de  Juffieu,  fentiment  and  genius 
ocoapied  the  place  of  the  fubjed,  and  we  are  flill  taught  to  ad« 
mire  tlie  fecretary,  while,  at  the  (ame  time,  we  felicitate  the 
academician.  One  is  tempted,  on  this  occafion,  to  recoiled 
Alexander  envying  Achilles  for  having  been  fung  by  Homer. 

The  eulogies  of  extraordinary  men,  fuch  as.  Bernard  De 
Juffieu,    Haller,   Linnasus,  Buffbn,   Bernoulli,    Euler,  Mac- 
quer,  Tronchin,    Trudaine,  and  Franklin,  afforded  him  a  far^ 
better  opportunity  of  exciting  admiration. 

The  lives  of  the  academicians  whom  he  did  hot  love,  fuch,- 
for  inftance,  as  that  of  BufTon,  loil  nothing  ef  their  importance 
when  defcribed  by  him  ;  and  thofe  of  the  academicians  whom 
he  loved  mod,  were  not  accompanied  with  that  exaggeration 
which  might  have  been  expelled  from  the  warmth  of  his  imagi- 
nation. 

He  was  requeftcd  to  print  a  coUecfiion  of  his  eloges,  in  order 
to  form  a  continuation  to  the  fix   volumes  by  Fontenelle, 

Mirau, 
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MtJ^au,  and  Fouchy :  it  were  to  be  wi(hed  that  his  Jheks  woulil 
favour  the  public  with  an  edition  of  thein»  the  memoirs  of  the 
,  academy  being  too  bulky  and  too  little  known ;  fuch  a  collec* 
tion  would  be  em'mendy  advantageous,  in  order  to  excite  emula- 
tion in  the  fclenqes.  rrecollefl  tiiat,  after  having  perufed  that 
madi^  by  Fontenelle,  at  the  ^e  of  fixteen,  I  felt  myfelf  aftuated 
by  the  defire  of  no  other  glory,  no  other  happinefs,  than  the 
honour  of  belonging  to  the  academy.  I  had  not  indeed  conceived 
^ven  the  hope,  but  I  travelled  a  hundred  leagues  merely  to  behold 
academicians ;  I  therefore  could  not  contain  my  indignation,' 
^Iieii  I  was  obliged  to  make  mention,  in  ^'  Le  Journal  des  Sa- 
vans,"  in  February  I79i>  of  that  revolting  pamphlet,  publiflicd 
by  Chamfort,  againft  the  academies. 

The  life  of  Turgor,  publiftied  by  Condorcet  in  1787  (two 
volumes  odlavo),  afforded  him  an  admirable  opportunity  for  the 
exercife  of  his  talents,  relative  to  the  different  branches  of  govern- 
ment and  politics.  The  generality  of  minifters  do  no  more 
than  their  places  require,  and  what  thoufands  would  perform 
equally  well  in  their  fituation;  but  when  one  prefents  himfetf 
among  the  crowd,  gifted  by  nature  with  fuperipr  talents,  in  ad- 
dition to  principles  or  virtues  peculiar  to  himfelf,  and  whofe 
genius  had  outdripped  his  age  Xo  far  as  to  be  difowned  by  it ;  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  the  hiftory  of  that  man  infcrefts  all  ages  and  nations. 
His  example  may  prove  permanently  ufeful,  and  he  may  give  to 
important  truths  that  authority  fometimes  neceffary  to  reafon 
itfelf.  Such  was  the  ftatefman  whofe  ban Js  Voltaire  inflfted  oa 
ktfling,  even  when  he  was  no  longer  in  place,  and  whom  Con- 
dorcet unveiled  to  the  world,  by  means  of  a  work  fo  curious  and 
important,  that  I  am  tempted  to  pardon  this  digrcffion  from^or 
rather  this  theft  committed  on,  geometry,  in  favour  of  the  public 
good. 

Not  only  did  Condorcet  compofc  an  eulogium  on  a  minifter 
after  his  difgrace,  but  he  was  courageous  enough  to  declare 
againft  a  mioider  while  in  phce,  and  that  too  at  a  moment  when 
he  enjoyed  a  high  degree  of  efteem  :  in  fhort,  he  wrote  in  op- 
pofition  to  Nfeckar  during  his  adminiftration,  with  the  fame  free- 
dom he  was  accuftomed  to  ufe  in  the  time  of  Turgot*s. 

When 
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Whea  tbetnlnifteFDc  la  Vrilliere  4ied,*Condorcct  "would  not 
deliver  an  eloge  on  him  at  the  academy  ;  nay,  he  declared  that 
be  coald  not  degrade  bis  pen  by  fuch  a  fubjeft: 

In  bis  euldgiums  be  fpared  neither  princes  nor  minifters  ;  he 
never  attempted  to  palliate  their  hulls ;  and»  although  the  flattery 
•f  the  academies  has  been  afligned  as  a  juftifioition  of  their  de« 
ftru£lton,  the  dired  contrary  may  be  faid  to  have  been  the  cafe 
vriiile  d' Alembert  and  Condorcet  were  tl^  interpreters  of  their 
fentiments. 

It  was  remarked  by  feveral  perfons,  when  Condorcet  was 
cle&ed  fccretary,  that  bis  brrth  would  give  him  certain  rights  to 
public  nbtice,  or  at  leaft  enable  him  to  ufe  certain  liberties,  and 
occafions  of  this  kind  prcfcnted  themfelves  more  than  once;  ^ 

The  life  of  Voltaire,  pfcfixed  to  the  magnificent  edition  of  his 
works,  is  another  of  his  labours  equally  precious,  on  account  of 
lis  tafte  and  philofophy.  His^ intimate  connexion  with  Voltaire 
not  only  rendered  this  in  fome  mcafure  a  duty,  but  procured  him 
the  means  of  fulfilling  it ;  he  alfo  fupcrintended  the  publication, 
and  enriched  it  with  many  notes. 

In  1783  he  fupprcffcd  the  extraftsof  the  memoirs  ufually  in- 
cluded in  the  publications  of  the  acadetpy.  The  members  ap- 
proved of  his  conduA,  bsing  folely  Influenced  on  this  occafion  by 
the  confideration,  that  it  faved  much  trouble  to  a  learned  man, 
who  could  employ  his  time  in  a  more  ufcful  manner,  by  extend- 
ing the  boundaries  of  our  knowledge  in  geometry  :  accordingly 
the  volumes  of  the  academy  were  always  enriched  with  his  own 
memoirs. 

In  1^81  he  produced  his  firft  diflCTtation  oti  the  calculation  of 
probabilities,  in  which  he  applied  the  mode  of  analyfis  to  the 
quefticMi  about  determining  the  probability,  that  a  regular  arrange- 
ment is  the  eSe^  of  an  intention  to  produce  it. 

In  1782  appeared  his  memoir,  *'  Sur  devaluation  des  droits 
cventuels  de  b  feodalite"  (On  the  value  of  the  eventual  produce 
of  feudal  rights).  On  this  occaficui  he  fearched  for  the  total 
value,  at  a  certain  moment,  of  all  the  fums  which  might  have 
been  received  during  an  indefinite  number  of  Vimes  at  the  epodis 

of  alienation  by  fale,  or  fucceffion  by  death,  the  probability  of 

whrch 
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which  is  dtfcovered  by  tb<  obfervation  of  fimibr  events.  In 
1785  he  publiflied  an  able  work  qn  another  fubjed,  under  the 
modeft  title  of  **  Eflai  fur  Tapplication  de  Tanalyfe  a  la  proba- 
bilite,  des  decifions  rendres  a  la  pluralitie  des  vcix  **  (An  eflay 
on  the  application  of  aualyfis  according  to  the  probability  of  the 
<lccifions  rendered  by  the  plurality  of  voices) . 

Turgoty  the  comptroller-generaly  who  at  that  time  occupied  hi« 
attention  with  the  moral  and  political  fciences,  and  was  alfo  one 
of  the  author*s  friends,  defired,  for  the  good  of  mankind*  that  tho 
artainty  oi  which  thefe  difiereat  fpecies  of  knowledge  is  fa£xp* 
tible,  might  tie  demonftrated  by  the  afliftance  of  calculatbn ; 
on  this  occafiqn,  he  exprefled  a  confolatory  hope  that  the  human 
fpecies  would  neceflarily  make  a  progreis  towards  happineft  and 
perfe<5liOn,  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  had  done  towards  the  attain- 
ment of  truth. 

In  order  to  fecond  the  views  of  Turgot»  Condorcet  undertook 
a  work  replete  with  geometrical  knowledge.  Ue  examined  the 
probability  of  an  alTembly's  rendering  a  true  decidon,  and  he 
explained  the  limits  to  which  our  knowledge  of  future  events, 
regulated  by  the  laws  of  nature,  confidered  as  the  moft  certain 
and  the  moft  uniformi  might  extend.  If  we  do  not  pofieft  a  rea/p 
we  at  leaft  have  a  mean  probability,  that  the  law  indicated  by  the 
events,  is  the  fame  coiiftant  law,  and  that  it  will  be  perpetually 
obferved.  He  confidered  a  forty-five  thoufandth  part  as  the 
value  of  the  rifk,  in  the  cafe  when  the  confideration  of  a  new 
law  comes  in  queftion,  whether  the  decifion  rendered  in  confet- 
quence  of  the  leaft  pluraHty  be  true,  or  whether  a  true  deciiioa 
refults  from  the  required  plurality.  Buffon  eftimates  a  ten  thou- 
fandth part  as  a  rifle  always  to  be  overlooked,  and  it  is  eafy  to 
imagine,  that  it  will  be  extremely  di£Eicult  to  procure  the  proba- 
bility required  by  Condorcet ;  however,  it  appears  from  his  cal* 
culation,  that  an  aflembly  confifting  of  fixty-one  votes,  in 
which  it  is  required  that  there  ihould  be  a  plurality  of  nine^  will 
fulfil  this  condition,  provided  there  is  a  probability  of  each  vote 
being  equal  to  four^fifths,  that  is  to  fay,  that  each  member  voting 
ihall  only  be  dcceived-once  in  five  times. 

He  applied  thefe  calculations  to  the  creation  of  tribunals,  to 

the 
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the  form  of  eledions,  and  to  the  deciiions  of  numerous  afiemUies^ 
the  inqonvenicnces  attendant  on  which  were  exhibited  by  him ; 
in  (horty  this  work  furni(hed  a  grand,  and  at  the  fame  time  an 
agreeable,  proof  of  the  utility  of  analyiis  in  important  matteis,  to 
which  it  had  never  before  been  applied. 

In  1787,  1788,  and  1789,  he  publifhed  the  three  volumes  en« 
titled  "  Lettres  d'Euler*,"  with  additions  by  himfelf,  and  the 
citizen  Lacrbix :  the  reputation  of  Euler  well  nierited  the  care 
taken  of  n»  on  this  occafjon,  by  Condorcet.     He  propofed  to  add 
another  volume,  and  a£tually  printed  one  hundred  and  twelve 
pages ;  thefe  confift  of  the  elements  of  the  calculation  of  probabi- 
lities, in  which  he  explains  his  calculations  relative  to  the  intereft 
of  money,  and  deduces  important  confequences  refpefling  (late 
loans.    He  alfo  treats,  of  the  nature  of  thofe  truths  to  which  the 
calculation  of  probabilities  might  extend ;  of  the  motives  of  belief, 
by  calculating  the  value  of  received  opinions;  whence  he  propofes 
todifcover  a  mean  value  of  the  events  which  are  not  equaUy  pro- 
bable ;  and  he  moreover  difcufles  a  celebrated  problem,  known 
by  the  name  of  Prohlime  de  Peterjbourgj  in  which  the  rule  gene- 
rally adopted  leads  to  an  abfurd  conclufion  ;  it  however  proves, 
that  this  law  ought  not  to  be  employed  without  a  due  regard  to  the 
nature  of  the  difcuifion ;  who  can  deny  it  ?    There  are  many  of 
thefe  paradoxes  in  geometry,  which  it  is  impoffible  to  refoive 
without  being  poflefled  of  metaphyfical  attainments,  and  a  degree 
of  fagacity,  not  always  poflfefied  by  the  greateft  geometricians. 

In  the  fame  work  he  flarted  the  idea  of  a  didlionary,  in  which 
bbjeSs  are  to  be  difcovered  by  their  qualities  or  properties,  inftead 
of  being  fearched  for  under  their  refpe6\ive  names  ;  he  alfo  inti- 
mated a  fcheme  for  condi-ui^ting  tables  by  which  ten  milliards 
of  obje<^s  might  be  clafled  together,  by  means  of  only  ten  dif- 
ferent 0K)difications.  This  hint,  which  is  entirely  new,  is  to  be 
found,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  in  the  work  begun  in  order  to 
form  a  focrtli  volume,  in  addition  to  Euler's  letters;  and,  like  the 
original  itfelf,  it  demonfirates  the  genius  of  a  geometrician. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  academy,  on  the  4th  of  May  1791, 

*  E'jier'i  Letters  to  a  German  Pilncefi. 
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the  fccrctary  pronounced  the  cloge  of  Fourcroy,  a  celebrated 
engineer. 

'  On  the  I  ft  of  06lober,  1791,  the  national  aflemWjr  having 
been  coniVituted,  Condorcet,  who  was  a  member  of  it,  could  not 
repair  to  the  academy  as  formerly  ;  on  this  account  he  requeftcii 
to  afl  by  deputy,  and  the  fociety,  being  anxious  to  retain  him  in 
a  ftation  for  which  he  was  fo  admirably  calculated,  appointed 
different  members  to  fupply  his  place  in  turn,  each  doing  the 
duties  of  it  for  three  months. 

The  laft  public  function  performed  by  him  as  an  academician, 
occurred  on  the  ^5th  of  November  1792,  when  he  affifted  as 
one  of  the  deputies  of  the  academy  who  prefented  the  nume- 
rous books- of  the  focietv  to  the  convention  ;  on  this  occafion  I 
delivered  the  addrefs  as  vice-fecretary,  but  it  was  his  noble  and 
philofophical  mapner  of  fpeaking  that  I  attempted  to  imitate. 

We  expelled  to  have  demonftrated  to  the  rcprefentatives  of 
France,  that  the  academy  was  a  noble,  important,  and  ought  to  be 
confideredasa  facred  inftitution.  But  nothing  was  held  facred  dur- 
ing the  blind  Vandalifm  of  that  unforturtate  year.  On  the  1 7th  of 
July,  1793*  Sergeant  caufed  it  to  be  decreed,  that  the  committee  of 
public  fafety  fliould  immediately  deliver  in  a  report  relative  to 
the  fuppreffion  of  the  academies,   "  becaufe,"  faid  he,  "  the 
French,  reunited  on  the  approaching  10th  of  Auguft,  ought  not 
to  behold  thofe  monftrous  bodies,  prodigal  of  their  incenfe  to 
kings,  and  difguft  to  men  of  genius."    This  allegation,  notwith- 
ftanding   its  falfehood  and  abfurdity,    ferved  as  a  pretext    for 
the  decree  of  fuppreffion  on  the  8th  of  Auguft ;  but  the  academv 
of  fcienccs  was  in  fome  meafure  excepted,  for  it  ftill  remained 
frovifionally  charged  with  the  diflferent  labours  impofed  upon  it 
by  the  national  convention,  and  the  members  continued  to  re-- 
ceive  their  annual  appointments  as  ufual.     Lakanal,  deputy  Sot 
Pamiers,  even  procured  a  decree  on  the  i'4th  of  Auguft,  in  con^ 
fcquence  of  which,  the  learned  men  to  whom  different  ohjcds  oi 
inquiry  had  been  referred,  were  enjoined  to  perfevere  in   theii 
labours  (he  meant  on  this  occafion  to  include  all  the  academy^  - 
and  the  arrears  due  to  them  were  ordered  to  be  paid  up. 
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In  die  ^Inean  fttnc  we  ftill  coofidered  it  as  allowable  to  af- 
femble;  but  terror  foon  dlfperled  the  academicians^  and  tliat 
difperGon  continued  during  nearly  two  years.  At  length  DaoiloKl 
delivered  in  his  report  relative  to  the  national  injiitute^  wJiich  was 
read  to  the  convention  on  the  23d  Findemaire^of  lltit  fourth  year, 
in  the  name  of  the  commif&on  of  eleven,  and  the  committee  o^ 
public  (afety .  The  confequcnce  was,  that  the  reftoration  of  Ac 
academies  -was  decreed  on  the  a7th,  under  the  title  of  a  NA* 
TioN  AL  INSTITUTE,  the  firft  chfe  of  which  contained  the  whole 
of  the  academy  of  fciences.    This  aiTembly  was  inftalled  on  the 

15th  F)rimaire\  it  was  Condorcet  who  furniflicd  the  plan. 

The  political  labours  of  Condorcet  entirely  occupied  the  lad 
years  of  his  exiftence:  thefe  undoubtedly  refle(^  honour  on  him  ; 
bat  I  only  undertake  to  render  homage  to  his  memory  as  a 
learned  man  ;  I  have,  therefore,  but  little  to  fay  refpefting  the 
reft  of  his  life.  His  work,  "  Sur  les  aflemblees  provinciales" 
(On  the  provincial  aflemblies),  had  already  announced  his  know- 
ledge of  politics,  and  his  *<  Reflexions  fur  le  commerce  des  bles** 
(Reflexions  on  the  corn  trade),  contained  principles  that  ought 
never  to  have  been  abandoned. 

In  1788,  Roucher  undertook  to  give  a  new  tranflation  of  an 

excellent  Englifli  work  by  Smith,  entitled  •*  The  Wealth  of 

KatioiiSy"  and  it  was  announced,  with  ^notes  by  Condorcet. 

True,  it  is,  that  the  latter  had  but  little  concern  with  it,  but  it 

was  thought  that  his  name  would  give  additional  credit  to  the 

enterprize,  and  he  fometimes  was  led  to  exhibit  dmilar  inftahces 

of  cocnplaifance,  more  efpecially  in  1790*     Chapelier  and  Peif- 

fonel  aonoonced  a  periodical  coUed^ion,  entitled  ^'  Biblioilheque 

de  rhonime  Public,  &c/'  (The  flatefman's  library,  or  the  ana- 

lyfis  of  the  bcft  political  works.)     This  indeed  was  one  way  of 

enabling  the  deputies  of  the  aflembly  to  learo  what  it  was  im-- 

portant  for  them  to  become  acquainted  with ;  it  was  fuppofed 

that   the  name  of  Condorcet  might  be  ufeful  on  this  occaGon 

alfo,  and  it  was  accordingly  made  ufe  of.     The  work  itfelf  i;oQ« 

tained  one  of  his  compofitions  which  had  been  tranfmitted  to  the 

academy  at  Berlin.     The  fubje&  difcuifed  was  the  following 

queftion:  "  Eft  il  permis  dX  tromper  Ic  peuple?"    (Ought  the 

people  to  be  deceived  ?) 

Ha  The 
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Th^  Journal  de  Paris^  and  .the  Chronlque^  were  for  fome  time 
^h^depoiitaries  of  bis  ideas  and  political  refl^ionsy  and  he  gave 
.uncommon  celebrity,  to  the  latter  by  thofe  articles^  replete  with 
wit  and  philofophy,  which  he  often  tranfmitted  to  it« 
..  Lacroix  the  publicift  reproached  him  bitterly  on  accouot  cf 
certain  palTages  inferted  in  the  '^  Chronique,"  (fee  Journal  dt 
Por/'i,  March  1 2t  17939)  and  he  affirmed,  that  although  thefe 
were  publifhed  under  his  name,  he  was  not  the  author  of  them. 
It  appeared,  indeed,  that  he  was  not  fufficiently  jealous  of  his  re- 
.putation,  for  he  was  infinitely  fuperior  to  thofe  little  uoeadnefies 
produced  by  felf-love,  and  complaifant  to  a  faulty  degree  ; 
in  (hort,  he  did  not  even  read  what  vit.%  fathered  on  him  in  the 
**  Chronique,"  and  elfewhere ;  but  a  little  before  his  death,  he 
undertook  a  journal  on  focial  in(lru£tion,  in  conjunction  with 
Sieyes;  the  firil  number,  which  appeared  on  June  i,  1793,  is 
entirely  compofed  by  Condorcet. 

In  it  will  be  found  his  refledlions  on  the  word  (revolutlonatrej^ 
revolutionary;  ffurl^impotprogreji/j^ on progreSivc taxation;  (fur 
la  theoru  des  eU^lons)^  and  on  the  theory  of  elections ;  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two  pages  only  of  this  work  were  publiftied. 
TJhi$  is  a  great  I0&  to  politics,  philofophy,  and  humanity. 

Condorcet  had  written  in  fiivour  of  the  republican  govern- 
ment, and  nothing,  therefore,  could  be  more  natural  than  that 
he  ihould  be  nominated  to  the  legi dative  aflembly,  which  conn- 
menced  its  fittings  on  the  lil  of  Odober  1791* 

III  the  month  of  December  he  was  appointed  to  draw  up  the 
manifedo  on  the  fubje£i<of  thewar  with  which  we  were  then  me- 
naced ;  and  in  the  month  of  February  he  wrote  an  addrefi,  in 
order  to  make  the  people  acquainted  with  what  the  aflembly  was 
achieving  for  them.  In  April  he  delivered  in  a  voluminovx< 
report  ten  public  inftru£lion,  whence,  in  the  courfe  of  that  fame; 
year,  was  extracted  part  of  the  plan  fan&ioned  by.  a  fubfequen^ 
decree.  In  the  month  of  March  he  £rceded  from  the  Jacobins^ 
by  whofe  means  Robefpierre  had  begun  to  prepare  the  defpotirm 
that  afterwards  enfued,  while  La  Fayette  denounced  them,  an< 
all  thofe  who  pofieiled  any  fagacity  ftrove  to  dimintfh  thcii 
credit,  the  danger  ^f  which  was  already  anticipated. 
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On  the  13th  Auguft^  1^92,  when  the  king  was  conda£led  to 
the  Temple,  the  afiembly  wiHied  to  notify  to  Fraoce,  and  to  all 
Europe,  the  motives  by  which  they  had  been  influenced  iince 
the  icth,  and  it  was  Condorcet  who  prefented  the  report  of  this 
important  ftate  paper,  of  which  the  imprefliqn,  the  placarding, 
and  the  tranfmi&lon  to  the  municipalities  of  France,  and  all  our 
ambafiadors  at  foreign  courts,  was  decreed. 

After  the  convention  had  met  on  the  aid  of  September,  I7$2, 
Condorcet  appeared  t6  be  the  greateft  orator  and  philotbpl^er  iti 
that  famous  afiembly,  which  was  fele£ted  from  all  parts  of  the 
empire  at  the  mod  critical  period.^  He  was  fpecialiy  charged 
with  the  important  office  of  forming  a  conflitution  ;  and  the 
kg'iflature  was  occupied  in  difcuifing  and  decreeing  it«  when  the 
31ft  of  Afay,  1793,  changed  the  face  of  the  country,  and  baniihed 
the  moil  diflinguifhed  men  from  the  legiHature,  in  order  to  de* 
liver  it  up  to  the  ambition  of  tyrants. 

Another  conflitution  was  now  called  for  j  Herault  de  Sechel- 
leshad  the  principal  (hare  in  this  work,  but  he  was  not  at  liberty 
to  make  it  fuch  as  he  wifhed«  It  was  at  length  decreed  by  means 
of  poniards,  and  accepted  under  pain  of  death  ;  from  the  whole 
tenor  it  was  evident,  ijiat  they  were  dcflrous  to  form  a  confli- 
tution democratical   ipdeed   in   appearance,  but  diflatorial  in 
reality ;  in  which  they  infifled,  with  much  emphafis,  cm  the 
riglits  of  the  people,  on  condition,  however,  that  the  people 
fiiould  never  exercife  them  ;  in  which  all  the  powers  were  con- 
centrated in  the  executive  power,  on  purpofe  to  leave  the  legiflature 
m  a  flate  of  inertnefs ;  in  which  it  appears  that  they  avoided  pre- 
clflon  and  definition,  that  they  might,  according  to  circumflanccs, 
vary  the  fenfe  and  the  confequences  of  a  law. 

On  the  ad  of  June,  1793,  the  fa<3ion  of  Robefpierre,  which, 
had  obtained  the  afcendency  on  the  3ifl  of  May,  caufed  a  decree 
to  be  pafTed  for  the  arreft  of  the  mofl  confiderable  men  apper* 
faining  to  the  oppofite  party,  fuch  as  Buzot,  Barbaroux,  Guadet, 
Petion,  and  on  the  8th  of  July  the  fame  law  was  extended,  fo 
as  to  comprehend 'Condorcet.  On  this  occafion  they  recurred 
for  crimination  to  the  letter  addreflcd  by  him  to  his  conflituents 
rdatiye  to  the  new  conflitution,  in  which  he  prefented  tbeip  with 

H  3  a  plan 
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^  ^  plan  of  oae  he  had  drawn  up,  but  which  had  been  reje£led  by 
the  convention. 

On  the  a8th  of  July,  all  thofc  who  had  withdrawn  after  their 
arreft  were  proclaiff^ed  traitors  to  their  country,  and  declared  to    I 
be  out  of  the  protejSion  of  the  law.     On  the  31ft  of  Odkober 
twenty-one  were  butchered ;  this  operated  as  a  warning  to  the 

reft. 

Condorcet  wa$  concealed  fome  months  at  Paris,  in  the  houfe 
of  a  generous  woman,  who  was  at  firft  unacquainted  with,  but 
had  conceived  a  great  afFcflion  for  him. 

At  length,  in  the  month  6f  March  1794,  the  dept}ties  being 
menaced  with  an  inquifition  into  their  condu£t,  and  domiciliary 
vifits,  he  quitted  his  afyhim  for  fome  days.     He  fpent  the  firft 
night  in  the  plain  of  Montrouge.     On  the  fucceeding  flay  he. 
repaired  to  the  houfe  of  art  old  friend  *  at  Fontenai,*but  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  deplorable  fatality,  he  had  gone  to  f(>end  a  couple 
of  days  at  Paris.     Condorcet  tarried  that  night  in  a  quarry,  and 
remained    during    the   fucceeding  one  under   a  tree  in    the^ 
open   fields.     On  the   third  day  he  returned,   and  foand  his 
friend.  He  had  not  taken  any  fuftenance  during  the  laft  twenty- 
four  hours;  he  was  weak,  languid,  and  in  pain;  in  addition  to 
this,  his  feet  were  bliftered.   After  refrefliing  himfelf,  it  was  re- 
fblved  tliat  he  fhould  then   depart,   le!l  the  domeflics  might 
fufpedl  any  thing,  and  return  in  the  couife  of  the  night,  when 
his  friend  would  be  alone,  and  better  able  to  conceal  him. 

He  was  accordingly  obliged  to  wander  about  the  environs  of 
Clamar,  near  Meudon.  On  the  yth  Germinal  f  be  entered  a 
little  inn  and  demanded  fome  eggs.  His  long  beard  and  difor- 
dered  cldthes,  having  rendered  him  fufpecled  by  a  member  of  the 
revolutionary  committee  of  Clamar,  who  den^anded  his  pafiport^ 
he  was  obliged  to  repair  to  the  committee  of  the  diftrif^  of 
Bourg-la-Reine.  Arriving  too  late  to  be  examined  that  night, 
he  was  confined  in  the  prifon,  by  the  name  of  Peter  Simon, 
until  he  could  be  conveyed  to  Paris.  He  was  found  dead  on 
the  9th  Germinal  (28th  March,  1794}. 

*  There  Is  every  rfafoa  to  foppoCB.  that  this  was  G»rat,  formeriy  mmiftex  oi 
juAice,  sm^  who  is  at  pitfeat  enploycd  in  wriUflg  bit  life.   Edit, 
-^  March  26* 

Thuj 
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Thus  finifh^d  the  career  of  one  of  the  grcatcft  of  our  contend*. 
porarics,  at  the  jige  of  fifty-one,  and  that  too  at  a  period  wlien 
he  might  have  proved  fo  ufefu)  to  France, 

His  laft  work,  intitlcd  "  Efquiffi  d'un  tahUau  htfiofi/pte  des  pr^ 
grh  deVeJptrit  humaln!^  (An  hiftorical  Iketch  of  the  progtcfe  6f 
the  haman  mnd),  appeared  in  the  month  of  March  J  795.  It 
contains  merely  the  outlines  of  a  greater  work,  for  he  drew  it  up 
daring  the  hft  months  of  bis  mticrat>le  exigence,  while  a  fagi- 
tive  and  in  concealment.  His  ardent  imagination,  his  aAtfft 
philofophy,  were  not  p^lfied  by  fear,  hy  danger,  or  by  the  tin-> 
certainty  of  bis  fate.  He  thought  and  wrote  as  before;  he 
wifhed  to  be  ufeful,  and  he  was  fo  until  the  laft  moment  of >  his 
life.  In  this  work  he  exhibits  the  poffihility,  and  the  hope,  of 
behol^ng  tbe  duration  of  human  life,  and  the  qualities,  both 
moral  and  phyfical,  augmented,  and  he  concludes  with  thefe 
confolatorv  ideas,  the  refult  of  his  meditations  : 

''  How  admirably  calculated,"  fays  he,  *'  is  this  pidure  of 
the  human  race — emaiKipated  from  its  chains,  reieafed  alike 
from  the  dominion  of  chance,  as  well  as  that  of  the  enemies  of 
its  progreis,  and  advancing  with  a  firm  and  undeviating  ftep  in 
the  road  to  truth,  to  virtue,  and  happinefs — to  confole  tbe  phi- 
loTopher  £or  the  errors,  the  injuftice,  and  the  crimes  with  which 
the  earth  is  ftill  fuljied,  and  of  which  he  himfelf  is  not  unfir- 
quently  the  vidini !  It  is  the  contemphtion  of  this  profpedl 
that  rewards  him  for  his  efforts  to  affift  the  progrefs  of  reafon, 
and  the  efiablifhment  of  libeity.  He  dares  to  conned  them  to 
the  eternal  chain  of  human  deftiny.  It  Is  in  this  perfuafion  that 
he  finds  the  true  rccompenfe  of  virtue,  refulting  from  the  plea* 
fure  of  having  achieved  a  dur;^le  fervice,  which  fatality  will 
no  longer  dcllroy,  by  the  rcftoration  of  prejudice  and  flavery. 

**  This  contemplation  affords  him  an  afylum,  into  which  the 
remembrance  of  his  perfecutors  cannot  follow  him ;  in  this  fitua- 
tion  he  unites  himfelf  in  idea  with  man  reftored  to  the  rights 
as  well  as  the  dignity  of  nature ;  he  forgets  the  operations  of 
avidity,  and  the  torments  of  fear  and  of  envy ;  he  then,  inde6], 
lives  along  with  his  ec^uals  in  an  elyfium  created  by  his  own  rra» 

JH  4  fon, 


104  ^  CONDOHCET. 

fon,  and  which  bis  love  for  humanity  6rabelli(hes  wFth  the  mod 
charming  enjoyments." 

It  is  thus  that  the  citizen  Rederer  expreiTes  himfdf  while  giving 
an  account  of  this  work : 

**  O  laft  monument  of  the  genius  and  talents  of  a  great  man ! 
facred  book,  written  in  the  bofom  of  mifery,  and  on  the  extreme 
verge  of  life ;  laft  legacy  of  a  friend  to  his  firiends,  of  a  fa-> 
tber  to  a  beloved  child,  of  a  hu{band  to  an  honoured  and 
adored  wife ;  laft  legacy  of  a  virtuous  citizen  to  his  country : 
thofe  poflefled  of  fenfibility  have  only  to ,  open  thee,  and  run 
over  thy  pages,  in  order  to  pay  their  tribute  of  veneration  and 
rcf^>ca." 

**  Ah  !"  exclaimed  the  citizen  Chenier  at  the  trihtne  (on  the 
i8th  Fentofe),  **  why  did  not  fome  cavern,  fufficiently  profound, 
prefent  itfelf,  to  preferve  the  uieditatiohs  of  Condorcet  to  his 
country  !" 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1786  Condorcet  married  Louifa-Sophia 
De  Grouchy,  whofe  wit  and  beauty  made  lefs  imprefiion  on  his 
heart  thanthe  tender  care  beftowed  by  her  on  the  fon  of  the  pre- 
fident  Du  Paty,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  bitten  by  a  mad 
dog.  The  excruciating  agonies  of  this  boy  had  excited  the  oom- 
paffion  of  theyoung  canonefs ;  (he  conftituted  his  fole  confolation, 
arid  a£ted  as  his  nurfe :  love  is  never  more  likely  to  overcome  a 
philofopher,  than  wh^n  he  prefents  himfclf  in  a  form  like  this. 

The  marriage  in  qucftion  was,  however,  the  rock  on  which 
his  philofophy  fplit,  by  making  him  think  of  fituations  which 
his  reputation  afforded  him  a  profpeft  of  obtaining,  and  which 
he  would  have  formerly  difdained.  It  alfo  fubje(^ed  him  to 
wants  before  unknown.  When  once  he  had  a  daughter,  he 
deemed  it  neccffary  to  difplay  an  ambition  for  her  fake,  which  he 
had  never  done  for  his  own,  and  he  became  commiiEoner  of  the 
pational  treafury  in  France,  in  the  fame  manner  as  Newton  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  mint  in  England. 

Condorcet,  however,  did  not  wholly  abandon  the  fciences ;  I 
have  been  affured  that,  during  a  very  momentous  revolutionary 
crifis,  he  read  over  the  memoirs  of  Euler,  and  employed  hioifelf 
00  ^les  integrales  definies)  definite  integrals.  He  poflefled  as  much 

humanity 
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humanky  as  courage;  he  therefore  did  not  incline  towards  the 
deat}i  of  Louis  XVI,  although  there  was  great  danger  in  oppof- 
ing  the  opinion  of  a  party  at  that  time  all  powerful. 

The  citizen  Suard,  who  lived  beneath  the  faime  roof  with 
him  for  feveral  y^ars,  defcribes  him  as  a  man  of  a  moft 
amiable  chara£ter ;  but  he  eafdy  permitted  himfclf  to  be  in* 
fluenced.  Sometim^s»  indeed,  he  difplayed  the  moft  lingular 
weaknefs; — ^he  had  been  in  love  to  defperation;  and,  during 
fome  of  the  events  of  the  revolution*  I  know  that  he  was 
induced  to  bH  a  part  in  oppofition  to  his  inclinations. 

Neither  his  vivacity  nor  genius  difplayed  themfelves  in  his 
perfon  or  convcrfation :  D' Alembert  was,  accordingly,  accuf- 
tomed  to  obferve  of  him,  that  he  refembled  a  volcano  covered 
with  fnoWy  becaufe  he  was  good,  iimple,  tranquil,  and  com- 
plaifant.  As  geometry  had  not  withered  his  imagination/  he 
difplayed  none  of  that  roughnefs,  taciturnity,  and  indifierence, 
with  which  geometricians,  abforbed  in  a  round  of  (tudies,  are 
fometimes  reproached. 

It  appears  then  that,  in  this  point  of  view,  Condorcet  was 
infinitely  fuperior  to  his  fellow  labourers,  being  devoid  of  the 
abftra£tion  generally  attendant  on  a  fcience  with  which  he  was 
to  intimately  acquainted. 


A   SKETCH   OF  THE  LIFE   AND   LABOURS  OF 

LAVOISIER. 

BY    JEROME,  LALANDE*. 

Antoike-Laurent  Lavoisier  was  born  in  Paris,  Au* 
guil  a6,  J  743.    His  father,  who  was  very  opulent,  paid  an  ez- 

*  Tliittrticle  is  tranilAted  from  the  «  Mag.  Encycloped.  ou  Journal  det  Sci- 
enc«B,  de&Lettrei,  &  des  Arts/'    Tome  V.  p.  174* 
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baordiittry  degree  of  attention  (o  bis  ediicatioit«  and  the  young 
man  proBted  grcMj  by  the  inflni&ions  beilowed  npon  htm* 
After  having  ftudied  the  claffics,  and  entered  on  jurifpmdence^ 
he  cultivated  the  feiences  merely  from  his  love  of  ttiem,  and 
If  ithoiit  any  fixed  obje£l. 

In  1764  the  government  propofed,  as  the  fubjefl  of  an  ex- 
traordtnary  prize,  the  Iblution  of  the  queftion  relative  to  the 
beft  mode  of  lighting  the  ftreets  of  a  great  city  during  the  nighty 
and  combining  together  the  feveral  properties  of  economy,  dif- 
tinAnefs  of  vijGion,  and  facility  of  operation.  The  fum  of  20CO 
Itvres  (about  83I.  fterling),  proffered  as  a  reward  upon  this  oc- 
caflon,  was  diflributed  among  three  artifts,  who  had  expended 
ibme  money  in  experiments :  the  perfon  who  had  treated  this 
fubjeck  fcientifically  was  diftinguifhed  in  a  difierent  manner  ; 
for  the  academy  ordered  the  memoir  of  Lavoifler  to  be  printed^ 
ai;d  he  received  a  gold  medal  from  the  king,  which  was  prefented 
to  him  by  the  prefident,  in  a  public  aflembly,  on  th&  9th  of  April 
1766.  The  diflertation  in  quertion,  which  is  replete  with  ma- 
thematical and  philofophical  rcfearch,  already  announced  that 
the  author  had  commenced  the  career  of  the  fciences  i  and,  in- 
deed,'he  never  ccafed'to  diftinguirti  himfelf  from  that  epoch. 

On  the  lOth  of  May,  1 768,  he  was  elefled  by  the  academy 
to  fupply  the  place  of  Baron ;  he  happened  to  be  a  candidate  at 
the  fame  time  with  Jars,  an  able  mincralogift,  enjoying  the 
prote&ionof  the  great,  and  in  whofe  behalf  both  Buflbn  and  Tru- 
daine  interefted  themfelves  ;  the  minifter  alfo  declared  in  his  fa- 
vour, for  he  placed  Jars  firft  on  the  lift,  although  he  was  only 
fecond  in  refpedk  to  votes.  I  myfclf  contributed  to  the  eledlion 
of  Lavoifier,  although  younger  and  left  celebrated  than  his  ri- 
val, from  the  conddcrafion  that  one  at  his  time  of  life,  who 
pofTefled  fuch  knowledge,  talents,  and  aftivity,  and  whofe 
fortune  rendered  it  unneceflary  few  hinr  to  exercife  any  profefTion, 
would  become  exceedingly  ufeful  to  the  fciences :  it  accordingly 
happened  that  his  wealth  was  always  devoted  to  the  advancement 
of  knowledge. 

About  the  fame  time  he  publifhed  various  diflertations  in  the 
7  journals. 
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lournab,  rebtitis  tcrthe  proyeftof  Yvette*,  thunder,  theau* 
rora^boTR^lis,  and  the  procds  of  Congelation  in  the  parage  from 
water  to  ice* 

He  alfo  tratclfcd  along  with  Guetard,  who  deroted  his^time 
to  the  ftudy  of  the  nataral  hiftory  of  his  native  cottntry ;  whence 
refnited  a  manufcript  mineralogtcal  charr  of  Fra^ter, 'winch  ia 
nearly  eoarpleted;  and  alfo  a  dlflertation  on  the  rercJutions  tlfait 
have  taken  place  in  the  terreftrial  glob^,  and  the  ftrata  which 
Compofe  it.  Part  cf  this  appeared  m  the  memoirs  of  tfte  acade- 
li^y,  and  the  Journal  de  Fhy6q«ie  of  1^72. 

The  memoirs  of  the  year  1778  contain  many  inqntries  te- 
httre  to  the  nature  of  water,  and  the  eMperifnents  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  poffibility  of  converting  it  into  earth' 
had  been  inferred.  Lavorfier  demoriffrated  that  the  eatth  fotind, 
while  diiltlling  water,  was  nothing  more  than  a  part  of  the-vafer 
decompofed  during  the  pfecefs;  on  thisoccafioh  be  contitiued 
the  experiment  fix*  101  days.  At  the  end  of  that  period  the 
rcfnft  was,  that  the  total  weight  of.  the  vafc  and  the  water  re- 
mained the  fame,  but  on  examining  the  particuhrs,  ft  was  dif- 
covered  that  the  alembic  had  dimhiifhed,  and  the"  water  aug- 
mented in  exa£Uy  the  fame  proportion. 

He  demonftrated,  in  17749  that  the  augmentation  of  the 
metallic  calces  (chaux  metalliques)  arofe  from  the  air  con- 
fined in  the  veflels ;  and'  this  qneftion,  (b  long  agitated  by  natu- 
ralifts,  was  at  length  folved  by  means  of  experiments,  which 
were  at  once  nice,  expenfive,  and  replete  with  fagacity ;  this 
ferved  as  the  foundation  of  the  neW chemical  theory,  and  it  was 
by  thefe  means  that  he  began  to  attack  the  dodbine  of  phlogif- 
toB,  to  which,  until  then,  eveiy  thing  had  been  referred. 

In  1774  he  puUiflied  feveral  ibort  phyfkal  and  chemiad 
diflertations.  Frieftley,  in  17729  had  printed  his  experiments 
relative  to  fixed  air ;  but  Lavoifier  had  traced  the  hiftory  of  it 
as  far  back  as  Paracelfus,  bom  in  1495*  ^^  Vanhelmont  his 

•*  te  Fnjet  J4rTz.'ctte»  Orig.  Thit  wa»  a  fdicffit  for  (bpylyiaC  Pant  tritk  wafers 
fnm  the  neighbourhood  of  the  village  of  Yvctte,  a  few  milcadiftant  from  the  capi« 
taly  in  the  (ame  manner  u  London  U  fupplied  by  meani  of  the  New  KlTer.    S£e, 

difciple^ 
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difciplc,  borti  in  1488  *•  After  thcfe  come  Palifly,'  John  Ray, 
Boyle,  Hales,  Venel,  aAd  Mad>ride,  who  had  conceived  an 
idea  of  this  fubje£t ;  but  Black,  in  particular,  folicited  the  at* 
tention  of  naturalifls  to  fo  important  a  branc^i  of  chemiftry,  in 
the  eOays  and  obfervations,  phyfical  and  literary,  of  the  ibciety 
of  E<Kn)>u%hy  publiihed  in  1756';  and  it  is  to  him  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  difcoveries  which  have  produced  fo  many  others 
during  the  lad  twenty  years  :  indeed  thofe  in  queftion  are  fer- 
vlceable  to  the  caufe  of  humanity ;  for  the  mephitic  alkaline 
water,  according  to  both  Dolbem  and  Ingenbouz»  .is  an  ac* 
knowledged  fpecific  for  the  Aone. , 

Lavoifier.  demonftrated,  by  various  experiments,  that  there 
esifts  in  calcareous  earth  a  fixed  elaftic  fluid,  a  fpecies  of  air 
under  a  fixed  form  * ;  he  proved  that  this  refides  in  alkalis;  he 
tendered  it  evident  in  the  calcination  of  metals,  and  the  combuf- 
tion  of  phofphorus;  he  applied  to  chemiftry  not  only  the  pro- 
cefles  and  metliods  made  ufe  of  in  experimental  philofophy,  but 
alfo  exhibited  a  degree  of  exafincis  and  calculation  until  then 
unknown:  the  union  thus  formed  between  thefe  two  branches 
conftitutes  a  brilliant  epoch  in  the  progrefs  of  both ;  and  La- 
voifier  is  the  man  who  contributed  the  rooft  towards  this  for* 
tunate  event. 

Priellley  had  found  that  a  pure  air  was  produced  by  the  com- 
bination of  nitrous  acid  with  earth  ;  and  he  concluded  that  the 
atmofphenc  air  is  a  compofition  of  earth  and  nitrous  acid. 
Lavoifier,  on  the  contrary,  made  it  evident,  in  1776,  that  ni*' 
trous  acid  is  compofed  of  air.  This  fole  remark  ferves  to  ex  - 
plain  a  great  number  of  experiments,  and  it  is  a  difcovery 
which  has  produced  many  others. 

In  1788    he    was  enabkd   to  prove  that    the  purcft  air,, 
the  air  eminently  calculated    for  rcfpiration,   the  dephlogif- 

ticated  air   of  Priettley,    was    the    conftituting    principle  of 

*  This  Ji  the  date  la  the  original,  but  it  muil  be  an  error  of  the  prefs ;  as  i( 
makes  Van  Helmont  only  five  years  younger  than  Paracelfus.  John  Baptift  Van  ^el* 
jnont,  a  phyfician  of  confiderable  celebrity,  was  born  at  BrufleU,  in  1577*   ££t. 

^  LavoiJUr  pnawaforfesexperUnceSf  ju*U  exifle  dam  h  terre  caUatref  unjfutde,  ^fi' 

acidity, 
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acidity  *,  and  that  it  is  common  to  all  acids.  He  gave  the  ajH 
peilation  of  oxygene  to  that  portion  of  vital  air;  which  enters 
into  the  compofitbn  of  all  acids  that  unite  with  metals,  reduces 
them  to  the  ftate  of  a  calx,  and  produces  vital  air  when  it  com- 
bines with  the  princif^  of  heat.  This  was  the  Tecond  marked 
and  deciGve  ftep  taken  by  him  in  the  chemical  theory  of  which 
he  is  undoubtedly  the  author. 

This  new  theory  of  Lavoifier's  was  ibon  received  in  Germany, 
a  country  in  which  chemiftry  is  affiduoufly  cultivated.  Gitarner, 
at  Gotting^Uy  and  Hermbiladt,  at  Berlin,  were  the  firft  to  adopt 
It;  the  btter,  indeed,  tranflated  the  elements  of  Lavoifier's  work 
into  German.  Klaproth,  Mayer,  Lichtenborg,  and  Gottling, 
afterwards  ranged  thcmfelves  on  the  fame  fide.  Weftrum, 
Crell,  and  Green,  at  Halle,  ftill  fupported  the  ancient  dodriiie 
of  phlogiftoi\ ;  but  they  did  not  pofTefs  the  plurality  of  fufirages, 
and,  at  length,  they  all  adopted  the  theory  of  our  author. 
Bertholet  remained  for  fome  time  in  a  ftate  of  fufpenfe,  but  he 
was  foon  enabled,  in  confequence  of  his  own  experiments,  to 
decide  in  favour  of  a  theory  which  had  enabled  him  to  make  in- 
tcrefting  difcpveries. 

In  the  month  of  June,  1783,  Lavoifier,  who,  in  purfuance 
of  the  principles  founded  on  a  theory  already  confirmed  by  fo 
many  experiments,  had  prepared  an  apparatus  on  purpofe  td 
communicate  a  high  degree  of  ignition  in  clofe  ve0els  to  in- 
flammable and  vital  air,  difcovered  that  there  refalted  from  this 
combulVton  a  liquid,  which  proved  to  be  water  in  an  extremely 
pure  ftate,  the  weight  of  which  was  exa£Uy  equal  to  that  of  the 
two  airs  employed.  Having  learned  that  Cavendifh  and  Monge 
had  already  effe£led  the  fame  refult,  he  formed  another  apparatus 
for  the  decompofition  of  water,  feparating  the  inflatnmable  from 
the  vital  air,  by  means  of  pipes  oompofed  of  reddened  ir$n  f  ;  and 

•  •*  En  1778,  Ufit  en  tttt  ^frmtvtr  pn  Pgir  le  fiuifiir,  t*4ur  emintment  rtffira^lp, 
Pair  depblogijiiqut  de  Fr'tefile^^  itoit  Uf*'mc'^  cwfiuutif  dt  rseidk/;  fv*i/  €Wt  cmmmun  m 
te*ti  lei  4K:deSf  &  \l  damut  le  nem  defnncife  wyi^ne^  a  cette^artle  de  tmr  ffitalj  UqueUe 
eKtre  dam  la  compofitton  de  teus  lei  actJu  ^mi  t'unifent  aux  meleuite,  let  reduiti  i  tetat  de 
^hauXr  & prcdtdt  tair  ^al  hrjqnedefe  cemhine  avec  It prmif^e de !a  cbaleur,"*  Orig. 

•}•  FarU  m^adetuyokxjeferreiiie,    Orif.  . 

It 
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k  is  this  CDpde  that  has  been  aidopted^  during  otkr  late  cart)p^{gnt, 
to  fill  the  balloQUSy  globes,  or  aioittgdficrs»  in  drder  to  obferre 
the  mot'^ons  of  the  enemy's  aomies,  and  contribttte  to  our  own 
vi^ories. 

He  thus  rendered  it  evident,  that  air  cbnfifted  of  two  flukby 
one  r^fpirat^e*  the.  other  mephitic;  chat  the  refpirable  part  was 
itfelf  compofed  of  an  oxygene  principle,  fufceptible  of  being 
fix^  in  bodies*  and  that  this  principle  combined  with  metals  dur- 
ing their  calcination^  as  well  as  with  combuftible  bodies  during 
their  combuftion ;  that,  in  the  firft  place,  the  oompofition  thus 
formed  was  z  metallic  calx,  or  an  oxyde ;  that,  in  the  fecoiid, 
it  was  an  acid,  difiering  according  to  the  nature  of  the  body 
that  had  been  burnt.  From  this  has  arifen  all  the  theories  of 
oorobuftbn,  of  acidification,  and  that  diAin6lion  of  bodies  of 
tliis  nature  into  combuftible  and  incombuftible.  Thenoe  alio 
has  been  attained  the  knowledge  of  lixed  air,  at  prefent  diftirfe- 
guifiied  by  the  name  of  carbonic  acid,  becaufe  it  refults  from 
the  combuftion  of  jcarbon,  and  is  compofed  of  carbon  and 
oxygen. 

Lavoifier  was  alfo .  the  firft  to  announce  thiit  thefe  airs,  or 
ga(b,  were. fluids  in  expanfion,  and  that  they  proceeded  from 
the  difiblution  of  a  certain  fubtlance  by  means  of  an  ignived 
fluid :  this  led  him  to  conclude,  that  the  heat  and  light,  difeii- 
gaged  from  combuftible  bodies  while  burning,  does  not  fpring 
from  the  combuftible  bodies  themfelves,  but  from  the  air  that 
furrounds  them,  and  in  which  the  combuftion  operates.  ^ 

To  this  clafs  6i  experiments  appertain  thofc  made  by  Lavoi- 
iler  on  d^onations,  whidi  are  only  rapid  combuftions,  the  re- 
mits of  which  arc-difengaged  in  the  form  of  gas. 

Turgor,  in  1776,  wasdefu'ous  of  employing  him  to  fuperintend 
the  manufadure  of  guxipowder,,  that  he  might  be  thus  enabled 
to  contribute  to  its  perfection  ;  and  it  foon  attained  fuch  a  de- 
gree of  fuperibrity,  that  the  fasnc  charge  was  enabled  to  reach  a 
diftance  of  120  toifes,  which,  before  his  time,  only  carried  90. 
The  confequence  was,  that  whereas  the  Engliih  fliot,  during 
the  war  of  1756,  reached  us  befoi'e  we  could  touch  them>  ia 
that  of  1778,  they  comj^laioed  that  they  were  adOailod  by  pur 
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bullets  before  tbeire  coalid  do  us  any  damage  ^.  He  alb  ooca^ 
ficMiedthe  feardi  formeriy  made  in  priTate  houies  tot  falt'petre 
to  be  discontinued^  by  quintupling  the  quantum  produced^  aiyl 
thus  delivering  us  from  the  tribute  paid  to  England  for  the  (alt- 
petre  of  Aiia. 

Some  new  experiments  had  nearly  cod  him  h!s  life,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  terrible  explofion  that  took  place  at  £iS>ne,  by  which 
many  perfons  periihed.  Thefe  experiments  enabled  him  to 
make  a  complete  anatyiis  of  the  nitrous  acid ;  an  acid  fo  eafily 
deftroyed,  fo  difficult  in  its  formation,  but  which,  however,  is 
of  the  utmoil  importance,  Hnce  it  conftitutcs  one  of  the  elo- 
ments.of  faltpetre  and  gunpowder. 

I  (hall  not  undertake  to  follow  Lavoifier  in  the  detail  of  the 
rcfearches  made  by  him  relative  to  the  dif&rent  metallic  oxy- 
des,  and  the  quantity  of  oxygene  contained  in  them  ;  the  for- 
mation of  acids  by  the  humid  mode  ;  the  affinities  of  oxygene; 
the  paflagc  of  this  principle  from  one  fubftance  to  ano^er ;  the 
cold  combuftions,  and  the  inverle  operations  of  the  combuf- 
tion ;  the  falubrity  of  the  air,  and  the  circumflances  that  alter 
its  refpirahilrty ;  the  means  of  correAing,  re-eftablifbing,  ame- 
liorating it,  &c.  Such  wen:  the  immenfe  objedis  of  his  in- 
quiries relative  to  the  mod  important  Wanches  of  the  new 
chemiftry. 

In  1789  Lavoifier  attempted  to  arrange  the  refults  of  his 
experiments  in  a  methodical  order,  and  thence  to  form  his  work, 
entitled,  ''*  Des  Siemens  de  Chemie,"  (Elements  of  Qie- 
miftryj.  Two  editions  of  this  publication  were  already  fold, 
and  he  was  preparing  a  third,  much  more  extenGve  than  the 
former,  which  would  have  given  a  new  form  to  the  fcicnce. 

It  is  invpoffible  to  determine  what  has,  or  what  might  have 
been  the  influence  of  the  labours  of  Lavoifier  in  manufadures, 

*  Soon  after  Louit  XVI.  had  declared  openly  for  the  Americins,  a  ca^ain  of  an 
Eaglifli  man  of  vrar^  while  going  down  chanHely  encountered  a  French  (hip  of 
equal  fiae,  and  an  iAdec'ifive  engagement  enfuing,  he  informed  the  lords  of  the  ad- 
mir:ilcy,  that  this  eircumllance  was  owing  to  the  badnefs  of  the  powder  fiirniihed  by 
•  he  contra£tdrs>  as  the  Frenchman's  (hot  all  told,  while  his  fel)  Aort  of  the  objeA* 

&C« 
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&c*  But  one  inay  judge  fiom  this  circnroftance,  that  chemiAff 
has  entirely  changed  the  procefs  of  dyeing ;  nearly  ail  the  frfie* 
nomena^  at  prefent  prefented  by  this  art,  are  now  reduced  to 
the  principles  of  combudion  and  decombullion ;  more  efpe- 
cially  fince  the  important  work  of  citizen  Bertholet,  "  Sur  la 
Teinturc,"  (On  Dyeing).  Thfs,  which  was  formerly,  in  a 
great  meafure,  empirical,  is  now  conduced  by  means  of  a  theory 
equally  fimple  and  luminous. 

The  procefe  of  extrafUng  metals  from  their  mines,  of  melt- 
ing and  manufacturing  them,  of  converting  iron  into  ftcel,  of 
Ueaching  linen,  wax,  &c.  in  (hort,  nearly  all  the  chemical  arts» 
have  approached  rapidly  towards  perfection  under  the  guidance 
of  the  new  chemiilry. 

By  applying  thefe  difcoveries  to  the  phenomena  of  refpiration, 
Lavoifier  has  ihewn  that  this  vital  function  is  a  real  combuflioa 
of  carbon  and  hydrogene,  and  that  it  proceeds  from  the  forma- 
tion of  carbonic  acid  and  water.     Animal  heat  is  the  refult  of 

this  combuftion,  and  he  was,  at  length,  enabled  to  determine 
the  quantity  of  it.  In  iliort,  the  experiments  before  alluded 
to  condu£led  him  to  the  intimate  connexion  fubfifting  between 
the  acceleration  of  refpiration,  and  that' of  circulation  and 
tranfpiration,  and  alfo  between  their  different  forces,  and  the 
employment  of  thefe  forces  by  the  animal ;  we  alfo  know,  that 
he  had  long  meditated  an  cxtenfive  work  on  digeftion. 

The  laft,  and  perhaps  the  moft  important  labours  of  Lavoi- 
fier,  were  directed  to  the  tranrpintion  of  animals;  the  papers  on 
this  fubje£t  were  read  by  him,  before  the  academy,  on  the  4th  of 
May  1791.  Part  are  printed  in  our  volume  of  1790,  which 
will  foon  appear.  Lavoifier  begins  by  obferving,  that  the  ani- 
mal^ machine  is  kept  together  by  refpiration,   tranfpiration. 


*  '<  II  obfenre  d*abord  que  la  machine  animale  eft  entretenue  par  la  ttfpinliMi,  la 
tranfpiration,  &  la  digeilioa.  LaTojiier  examine  chimiqueraent  reffet  de  chacuae, 
la  nature  de  la  tranfpiration  cutanee,  Se  celle  de  la  tranfpiration  pulmonaire.  U  ca 
lepare  les  effets,  Sc  il  inccrroge,  pour  ainfi  dire,  la  nature  fur  let  trois  causes  qui  lea 
prodtttfent.  II  avoit  imagine  an  appareiloi^  tout  ce  qui  appartenoit  a  la  txaAfpiration 
ie  paflbic  en  dehors^  Si  tout  ce  qui  appartenoit  a  la  refpiration  fe  ptflbit  ta  dcdini**' 

and 
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and  digeftion.  He  enters  into  a  chemical  analyfis  of  the  tlk&. 
of  each,  and  the  nature  of  cutaneous  and  pulmonary  tranfpira^ 
tlon.  He  then  feparates  thefe  from  their  effe£t$>  and  interro- 
gates nature,  as  it  were,  relative  to  the  three  caufes  which  pro* 
duce  them. 

He  had  conceived  the  idlsa  of  a  machine,  in  which  all  that 
appertained  to  tranfpiration  pafled  outwards,  and  all  belonging 
to refpiration  inwards;  and,  in  conjun<Stion  with  citizen  Seguin^ 
be  accordingly  undertook  fome  very  difficult  and  laborious  expe* 
riments,  by  which  he  difcovcred,  that  the  lofs  of  weight  to  a 
man,  in  confequence  of  tranfpiration,  amounts, to  2 lb.  i^ol. 
that  he  confumes  33  ounces  of  vital  air  in  24  hours ;  that  be 
difengages  from  his  lungs  8  cubical  feet  of  acid  carbonic  gas, 
of  which  one-third  confifts  of  carbon,  and  two-thirds  of  oxy-* 
geoe ;  that  the  weight  of  water,  which  evolves  itfelf  in  the 
lungs,  amounts  to  i  lb.  70Z.  of  which  2  ounces  are  hydrogene, 
and  3  oxygene ;  and  that  6  ounces  of  water,  entirely  formed  by 
pulmonary  tranfpiration,  is  difengaged  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time. 

He  had  con(lru£led  balances,  by  means  of  which  a  demi-gros, 
added  to  125  lb.  was  perceptible;  and  indruments  the  mod  pre- 
cioas,  and  expenfive,  were  eagerly  fupplied  by  his  zeal. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  curious  and  difficult  experiments,  he 
had  already  acquired  much  information  relative  to  the  caufes  of 
diflFerent  maladies,  and  the  means  of  feconding  the  efforts  of  na- 
ture in  their  cure  ;  nay,  he  was  preparing  to  attack  the  ancient 
and  revered  coloffus  of  medical  errors.  Nothing  could  have 
been  more  important  than  this  undertaking;  and  it  may  be 
fairly  faid,  that  if  the  fciences  have  fuffered  an  irreparable  Icfs, 
humanity  alfo  ought  to  bemoan  the  death  of  Lavoifier. 

The  reputation  iacquired  by  the  labours  we  have  juft  men- 
tioned, caufed  him  to  be  felefted  by  the  academy  of  fciences, 
in  execution  of  the  decree  of  the  27th  of  September,  1791,  as 
one  of  the  members  of  the  bureau  de  confultation,  (commit- 
tee of  confultation).  He  affifted  at  their  fittings  with  his  ufual 
affiduity ;  he  contributed  greatly  to  enlighten  the  members  on 
the  merits  of  the  difcoveries  laid  before  them,  and  in' tlj^ claims 
of  the  various  artifts  to  recompence.  ^  He  was  alfo  bitruftcd 

I  ,  ^  ,      with 
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Tv*ith  other  important  functions,  viz.  that  of  fuperintending  th« 
experiments^  and  inquiries  decreed  by  the  national  convention,  in 
ordc^  to  Contribute  to  the  means  of  perfeding  affignats^  and  alfo 
that  of  rendering  the  forgery  of  them  more  di£B>caIt, 

Political  arithmetic,  or,  in  other  words,  the  details  of  popula- 
tion,confumption,  productions,  and  argricuhure,  occupied  much 
of  the  attention  of  this  excellent  citizen.  Between  lyy^and  1785, 
he  himfcif  caufed  two  hundred  and  forty  French  acres  (mejure  des 
eaux  ef  forets)  to  be  cultivated  under  his  own  immediate  direc- 
tion in  the  Vendemois^  on  purpote  to  exhibit  ufeful  examples  t& 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country.  He  produced  three  feptiers  *  on 
the  fame  quantity  of  land  that  had  before  yielded  but  two.  At 
the  end  of  nine  years  he  had  dbubled  the  produce ;  but»  as  he 
could  not  procure  a  profit  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  money  advanc- 
ed, he  concluded  that  it  would  be  proper  to  authorize  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  intereft  of  money,  and  grant  leafes  of  twenty- 

feven  years,  f 

In  1791  his  afliftance  was  folicited  by  the  committee  bf  con- 
tributions, and  he  helped  greatly  to  perfedt  a  plan  which  fioipli* 
fled  the  receipt  of  the  taxes.  It  was  inconfequence  of  this  that  ht 
drew  up  the  fummary  of  a  grand  projedl  relative  to  produce  and 
confumption,  the  materials  of  which  had  been  long  in  his  pof- 
feffion.  Th6  affcmbly  ordered  it  to  be  printed  under  the  title  of 
*'  FIcheJfc  territoriales  de  la  France^*  (The  territorial  riches  of 
France;:  it  contains  the  moft  luminous  account  ever  publiihed 
on  this  fubje£t ;  for  no  learned  man,  anterior  to  him,  had  ever 
united  in  his  own  perfon-  fo  much  experience,  added  to  fuch  a 
genius  for  calculation^  and  indeed  every  branch  of  admluiftra- 
tion. 

In  1 791  he  was  nominated  a  commiffioner  of  the  national  trea* 
fury:  this  was  a  lofs  to  the  fciences;  but  no  perfon  was  better 
adapted  than  himfelf  to  fulfil  the  difficult  and  important  func- 
tions of  his  new  office,  on  account'  of  his  exteniivc  knowledge. 

*  ■  I 

•.  I 

*  A  feptier  is  .about  tweke  bvikels  EftgUih  aieafare.    Eikm 

f  AiTbout  de  iieuf  iihs  exploiution,  il  avolt  douUe  let  pr^duit^;  nt!s  comme  on 
^e  peut  pas  retlrei*  ciff^  pour  cent  de  fet  flTtncet,  il  en  conduoSt  qQ*U  /aBoit  diofti^ 
^jUitf  riaceret  de  rarsent,  et  autorifer  dcft  baux  de  27  aiu.**    Orig, 

Without 
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Without  ceadiTig  to  puriue  his  former  ftudies,  he  eftablifhed  fuch 
order  and  regularity  in  the  public  accounts,,  that  the  receipts  and 
expenditure  of  all  the  national  offices  during  the  day^  might  have 
been  known  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  evening. 

The  grand  and  important  labour  relative  to  the  new  meafures 
aboat  to  be  elbbliihed  throughout  the  republic  had  occupied  the 
academy  ever  (Inoe  1790 ;  but  no  one  had  taken  more  pains,  cyr 
been  more  iifeful  on  this  occailon,  than  Lavoiiier. 

The  dilatation' of  metak  by  heat  was  an  important  fubje£l  not 
fufficiently  attend^  to.  He  therefore  caufed  an  apparatus  to  be 
conilrudted  in  the  garden  of  the  arfenal,  bymeans  of  which  metal' 
rules  pluhg^  into  water,  and  fubjeAed  to  different  degrees  of  heat» 
gave  motion  to  a  glafs,  that  marked  on  a  diftant  objeA  the 
dISerent  di^rees  of  dilatation;  and  when,  in  17939  it  was  in- 
tended to  meafure  a  bafe  for  a  new  meridian,  with  a  precifion 
until  then  unknown,  he  placed  graduated  rules  of  platina  and 
brafs  in  his  own  garden :  thefe  formed  ib  many  metallic  thermo- 
meters, by  means  of  which  the  immediate  ttkOi  of  each  degree 
of  heat  was  inftahtly  difcemible,  without  having  recourfe  to  a 
feperate  tbennometen  He  alfo  determined  the  affinities,  and  they 
are  to  be  employed  in  the  admeafurement  of  the  bafe  from  Lieu-> 
iaint  to  Melun,  which  will  give  the  length  of  the  meridian  be- 
tween Donkirk  an^  Barcelona,  and  become  the  foufidation  of 
republican  meafures. 

Lavoifier  fucceeded  Buffi>n  and  Tillet  as  treafurer  of  the  aca- 
^y^  and  he  was  not  only  ferviceable  to  it,  but  alfo  to  t]ie 
academicians,  by'  bis  aftivity  and  credit.     He  introduced  new 

regulations  into  the  accounts,  and  alfo  into  the  inventory  of  the 
abinets ;  and  he  converted  the  unemployed  funds  pofleiled  by 
the  academy,  without  its  knowledge,  to  the  advantage  .of  the 
(rlences.  In  fhort,  Lavoifier  was  prefent  every  where ;  he  was  the 
nan  whofe  countenance  was  deemed  neceffary  on  all  occaiions, 
and  he  was  adapted  to  every  thing,  on  account  of  his  a£Hvity  and. 
lus  zeal,  which  were'  alike  admirable. 
A  man  fo  rare  and  fo  extraordinary  ought  to  have  enjoyed  ihe 

frpe£t  of  the  mo|l  ignorant,  and  even  the  mod  wicked.     To 
educe  the  contrary,  it  was  neceflary  that  power  ihould  fall 
^        1 2  mXM^ 
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into  the  hands  of  a  ferocious  monfter,  who  did  natrcfpea  any 
one,  and  whofc  blind  and  .fanguinary  ambition  faerificed  every 
thing  to  the  defire  of  plcafing  the  people.  It  was  undoabtedly 
fuppofed,  that  the  immolation  of  the  fomers-general  would 
give  them  fatisfeaion.  Pretexts  were  accordingly  fought  for 
in  order  to  cut  them  oflF.  It  was  on  the  1 9th  Floreal  ( 8th  May, 
,794)  tliat  twenty-eight  farmers-general  were  affaffinated  by  » 
tribunal  of  executioners,  whofc  decifions.had  nothmg  of  juftice 

in  them  but  the  name. 

In  the  perfon  of  Lavoificr  the  fciences  experienced  a  lofs  felt 
by  all  nations,  and  this  alone  is  fufficient  to  render  the  memory 
of  the  tyrant  for  ever  execrable,  whofe  ravages  continued  during 
ciehty  days  longer.  One,  however,  Is  riot  aftonifhed  to  find 
this  crime  added  to  thofe  which  have  bereaved  us  of  MaleQierbes, 
La  Rochefaucault,  Saron,  D'Eftaing,  Angran,  Condorcet,  and 
fo  many  others,  who  did  honour  to  France.'  ,     ^     ,      , 

Lavoifier  obferved  to  me,  a  few  days  before  his  death,  that  b« 
forcfaw  they  would  defpoil  him  of  all  his  property,  but  that  he 
would  earn  a  livelihood  by  his  labours;  and  it  appeared  to  me, 
that  the  ftation  of  an  apothecary*  was  that  which  he  would  have 
prefened,  as  being  moft  analogous  to  his  attaimnents  and  repu- 


tation. 


.  For  his  own  juftification,  and  that  of  his  colleagues,  he  had 
drawn  up  fuch  a  dtisfaaory  memorial.  xhpX  it  was  impoffible  to 
fbrefee  that  crime  itfelf  could  go  beyond  the  invafion  of  the.r 
fortune.  The  commiffioriers  of  accounts  have  accordingly  al- 
lowed that  the  inculpations  were  falfe,  and  that  fo  <"  ^om 
owing  any  thing  to  the  nation,  the  farmers-general  were  aflually 
in  advance.  The  convention  indeed  began,  on  the  lad  Ther- 
mldor,  to  render  juftice  to  their  memory,  having  ordered  Dupin, 

'•  UTolfiet  m«  difait  pcu  it  jours  ,«par«.nt,  qu-.l  prevoyoit  a«'on  le  dipouilki 
rolt  dc  tou.  leur,  bicns.  m«.  qu'll  traT^illeroit  po„r  vlvte 5  et  il  me  fcmblo.t  ,»< 

•r.-tit-de  pbarmaclcn  Itolt  .el»i  qu'il  .fit  p.cft.c  comme  plo.  analogue  a  fe.  eonno.. 
lances  eta  It  jrande  reputation  dontiljouiffoit.  .... 

J  It  i.  n.t  a  little  remarkable  that  Frederick  the  Great,  at  a  period  when  be  perc«.T 
ed  the  probability  of  hit  bein,  ftripped  of  his  dominions,  had  alfo  determined  to  ha, 
„courfc  to  medicine  for  hi.  f.ppott,  havin,  aftually  rtfolred,  in  cafe  .f  extrenut, 

■to  ptaftice  as  »  phyfichn  at  Venice.    Edit. 
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the  reprefcntative  entrufted  with  the  report  on  that  fiibje£l,  to  b© 
arrefted. 

At  the  moment  they  were  decupled  about  this  pretended  judg- 
ment, 3  paper  draiwn  up  by  citizen  Halle,  of  the  office  of  con* 
fultation,  was  prefented  to  the  tribunal,  and  in  this  there  was  a 
dcfcription  of  the  works,  and  a  recapitulation  of  the  merits,  of 
Lavoifier,  capable  of  making  an  imprefSon  on  the  moft  hardened 
of  mortals  ;  but  it  was  not  evdn  read  by  thofe  men,  who  were 
the  blind,  ftupid,  and  ferocious  inftruments  of  cruelty  and  death. 

Lavoifler  was  tall,  and  pofTefled  a  benignant  countenance, 
which  befpoke  genius.  His  charadler  was  mild,  humane,  fo- 
clable,  obliging,  and  he  evinced  an  incredible  degree  of  aftivity. 
His  credit,  his  fortune,  his  reputation,  and  his  office  in  the  trea- 
fary,  gave  him  great  preponderance,  but  the  only  ufc  he  made  of 
it  was  to  do  good ;  this,  however,  did  not  prevent  jealoufy  on 
the  part  of  others. 

I  wifli  to  believe  that  this  did  not  contribute  to  his  melan- 
choly end.  ^ 

In  order  to  explairi  the  inaflivity  that  took  place  on  this  occa- 
fion,  it  is  o»ly  fufficient  to  recolleft  the  univerfal  terror  that 
paralyzed  all  France,  and  which,  while  it  ftiHed  genius,  blunted 
fcntiment. 

In   177 1  he  efpoufed  Marie- Anne-Pierrette  Paulze,  daughter 

of  a  farmer-general,  whofe  good  nature  and  accomplifliments 
formed  the  delight  of  bis  life,  who  feconded  him  in  his  labours, 
and  who  even  engraved  the  figures  in  his  laft  work. 

This  woman,  fo  worthy  of  exciting  intereft,  beheld  her  father, 
hufband,  and  moft  intimate  friends,  aflaflinated  in  the  courfe  of 
the  fame  day.  Imprifoned  herfelf,  and  even  menaced  with  a 
fimilar  fate,  her  courage  rofe  fuperior  to  all  the  horrors  of  her 
fituation  ;^*but  Ihe  was  only  deferving  of  more  pity  on  this  very 
account,  ™caufe  (he  was  calculated  by  nature  to  receive  a 
deeper  iinpreffion  from  the  atrocity  of  the  crimes  with  which 
ihe  was  aflailed  and  furrounded« 
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LIKE  OF  GODFRED-AUGUSTUS  BURGER. 

%  • 

I 

The  poet,  lays  Burger,  in  one  of  his  prefaces,  lays  no  claim  in 
the  fcale  of  being  to  the  rank  of  a  f^n  ;  he  is  content  with  the 
humbler,  harmlefs,  welcome  offices  of  the  zephyr.  What, 
though  he  neither  move  the  mills  of  manufafture,  nor  the  fhips 
of  commerce,  he  may  unfold  the  petals  of  the  fwcetcft  flowers, 
and  kindle  the  flufli  of  ripenefs  on  the  moft  delicious  fruits ;  he 
may  fan  the  brow  of  weiry  toil,  or  lap  in  Elylian  airs  the  ftroll- 
jng  enthu&aft  of  nature.  Well  may  he  expe£l  then  at  his  tomb 
the  figh  of  regret,  the  cyprefs-wreath  of  elegy,  and  the  biographic 
memorial  of  poAhumous  admiration. 

Godfrcd-Auguftus  was  the  fecond  child  and  only  (on  of  the 
Lutheran  minifter  John-Godfred  Burger,  by  his  wife  Gertrude- 
Elizabeth,  whofe  maiden  name  was  Baner«  He  was  born  in 
1748,  on  new  year's  day,  at  Wolmerfwende,  in  the  German 
principality  of  Halberftadt,  and  inherited  with  the  indolence  of 
his  father  the  talents  of  his  mother.  His  early  progrefs  was  in- 
confiderable.  At  ten  years  of  age  he  could"  barely  read  and  write. 
But  he  had  a  good  memory :  he  learned  by  hearty  and  repeated 
with  eafe,  many  of  Luther's  hymns,  and  other  pious  fragments. 
•  He  read  the 'bible  with  delight:  the  hidorical  books,  the  pro- 
phets,  and  pfalms,  and  efpecially  the  apocalypfe,  were  turned 
over  by  him  daily  with  renewed  pleafure. 

To  thefc  hymns  of  Luther  he  afcribed,  in  aftet-life,  the  hint 
of  that  impreffivc  popularity  which  charaflerifed  his  ballads.  He 
had  always  an  ear  for  rhythm,  and,  while  a  boy,  would  indicate 
and  blame  the  lines  which  had  a  half  foot  too  much,  or  which 
were  fo  con(lru£ied  as  to  throw  on  diftin£t  fyllables  the  iV?kj  of 
the  fcanner  and  emphafis  of  the  reader.  By  a  kind  of  inftin<^ 
he  knew  already  what  interfered  with  efFeft.  He  loved  to  ftroll 
alone  about  a  wild  uninclofed  heath  near  his  father's  home.  He 
was  ordered  to  carry  a  Latin  grammar  in  his  pocket,  and  to  learn 
his  declenfions.  The  firft  rudiments  his  mother  attempted  to 
teach  him.  •  ^ 

*He  was  next  entrufled  to  the  care  of  a  neighbouring  preacher ; 

but 


but  fo  averCs  was  he  to  this  kind  of  application,  that  aft«r  tW9 
years  he  did  not  know  bis  grammar,  and  was  forced  to  withdraw 
as  a  dunce  incatiable  of  literary  culture. 

In  1760  his  grandfather  p,ut  Mm  to  a  boardtn^-fchool  at 
Afcherfleben,  under  the  re£tor  Auerbach.  Here  young  Biiiger 
learned  fomething,  and  exerted  his  talent  for  verfification  in  a 
poem  on  the  fire  that  happened  iifl  the  fpring  of  1764  at  Afcher- 
fleben,  which  advantageoufly  difplays  both  his  metrical  and  pious 
turn  of  mind.  An  epigram  on  the  u(her's  bag-wig,  which  the 
poet's  fchooUfellows  repeated  with  troublefome  and  .feditious; 
complacency,  foon  after  occafioned  his  expulfion  as  a  ringleader 
in  this  petty  infurredion  againft  authority. 

He  was  next  fent  to  thfe  univerfity  of  Halle,  to  ftudy  theology. 
This  was  not  the  profeffion  of  his  clioice,  but  his  choice  of  thia 
profeffioQ  waa  the  condition  of  his  grand&ther's  bounty.  He 
according  went  through  the  routine  of  inftru£Uon,  and  once 
preached  in  a  village  near  HM6, 

But  his  acquaintance  while  at  this  college  with  a  counfellor 
Klotze,  a  man  of  literary  attainments  and  free  manners,  brought 
on  Biirger  a  reputation  for  libcrtinifm,  which,  in  the  then  Ibte 
of  Proteftant  Germany,  was  fuppofed  incompatible  with  the 
paftoral  office.  Even  his  grandfather  thought  it  neceffiiry  be 
fhould  relinquifh  the  holy  profaffion  for  the  ftudy  of  the  law^ 
and  accordingly  confented  to  his  removal  to  Gottingen  for  that 
purpofe,  in  the  Eafter  term  of  1768.  To  jurifprpdence  he  ap- 
plied  with  affiduity,  and  became  well  vcrfcd  in  the  Pandedls; 
but  experience  had  taught  him  no  difcretion  in  rtfpcSt  to  his  per* 
fonal  condud.  The  lodgings  which  Klotze  recommended  he 
took  at  Gottingen,  and  again  made  a  noife  by  his  dl£E>lutenefS| 
which  provoked  his  grandfather  to  withdraw  his  patronage. 
Poor,  and  a  rafcc,  it  was  difficult  not  to  incur  a  ftyle  of  living 
rcpulfive  to  mere  acquaintance,  and  dlfgufting  even  to  the  tole* 
ranee  of  friendftiip.  Bieftcr,  Sprengel,  and  Boie,  were  among 
thofe  friends  who  valued  in  Burger  the  good  qualities  which  dill 
remained  to  him,  and  who  conferred  on  his  adverfity  what  it 
admitred  of  confolation.  For  Biefter  he  was  conceived  to  feel  t 
to  Boie  he  was  thought  to  owe  predileAion. 

A  humorous  poetical  epiftk  to  Sprengel,  requiring  back  a 
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great  coat  left  at  his  rodms,  and  the  drinking  fong  Herr  Bacchus 
tft  ein  braver  Manriy  were  then  confidered  as  indicating  the  na- 
tural l|nc  of  purfuit  for  his  literary  talents.  Pecuniary  diftrefs 
bad  made  him  fendble  of  the  neceffity  of  esierrion  ;  for  the  fear 
of  want  is  a  Aronger  ftimulus  than  the  hope  of  remote  advance- 
ment. 

It  was  now  that  he  (irft  read  with  ardour  the  ancient  claffics, 
and  that  he  applied  to  the  modern  languages  with  affiduitv. 
Englifh,  French,  Italian,  Spanifh,  all  yielded  to  his  efforts.  With 
Burger  and  his  companions  Shakefpeare  became  fo  favourite  an 
author,  that  they  agreed,  one  April  night,  to  have  a  frolic  in 
honour  of  his  birth- day,  at  which  all  the  converfation  fhould  be 
condu6led  in  quotations  from  the  Fnglifh  dramatift.     Baron 
Rielmanfegge  was  their  hoft,  and  fo  glibly  would  his  guefls 
repeat  with  Sir  Toby,  *'  Art  any  thing,  but  a  fteward?    Doft 
thou  think  there  (hall  be  no  more  cakes  and  ale  ?"  that  by  the 
hour  of  feparation  their  turbulence  drew  the  attention  of  the 
police,  and  they  had  to  **  rub  their  chain  with  crumbs.*'.  [Dafs 
fie  ihren  Raufch  auf  dem  Career  auffchlafcn  miifsten.]    Biirger 
delighted  alfo  in  Spanifh  literature,  and  compofed  in  that* lan- 
guage an  original  ftory,  which  Boie  ftill  pofleffes. 

Getter,  a  young  man,  formed  by  the  fludy  of  French  models 
to  a  love  of  corrcdl  and  polUhed  verfification,  came  to  Gottingen 
in  1769,  and  aflbciated  with  Burger  and  his  friends.     He  had 

•  brought  with  him  a  Parifian  almanack  of  the  mufes,  and  took 
pleafure  in  exhibiting  thofe  pencil  geraniums,  with  which  the 
Grcffets,  the  Dorats,  and  the  Pezais,  had  flocked  this  annual 
anthology.  To  Gotter  Burger  attached  himfelf  greatly,  and  in 
his  foclcty  certainly  acquired  confiderable  tafte :  in  ihort,  his 
natural  tendency  to  the  exorbitant,  the  extravagant,  the  eccen- 

*  trie,  was  fomewbat  pruned  away.  They  formed  in  concert 
a  German  almanack  of  the  mufes.  Raftner,  the  epigrammatift, 
proniifed  them  his  affiftance ;  Bole  was  alert  in  his  folicltations 
for  contributions,  and  obtained,  in  a  trip  to  Berlin,  the  avov^red 

.  patronage  of  the  German  Horace,  Ramler,  a  friend  the  more 
important,  as  he  had  accefs  to  the  diredories  of  periodical  cri- 
ticlfm.     Under  foch  aufpices  the  almanack  of  the  mufes  was 

not 
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not  0nly  fikciy  to  merits  but  to  obtain  fpeedy  popiilariry.  It 
accordingly  fucceeded  to  admiration,  and  continued  from  1770 
to  1 77  j,  Hinder  the  (ame  management*  with  annually  increafing 

reputation. 

Bibrger  envied,  as  he  fays  in  foine  of  his  letters,  the  corredne(s 
an4  eafe  of  his  friend  Gotter^s  verfihcatton :  to  him  all  he  prO" 
duced  was  carried  for  criticifm,  and  was  at  firft  fturdilv  defended 
againft  objeAions,  but  much  was  always  altered  eventually  in 
deference  to  .the  judgment  of  the  ceufor.  Fluflied  with  the 
glow  of  animation.  Burger  would  often  prefent  his  vcrfes  with  the 
comic  entreaty,  for  this  once  not  to  fit^d  any  fault ;  yet  he  was 
befi  pleafed  with  a  captious  commentary,  which  put  every  epithet 
to  the  torture.  Thus  he  gradually  accomplifhed  hinafejf  in  the 
fine  art  defaire  difficikment  des  v^r^. 

Throughout  life,  he  maintained  that  his  reputation  as  a  poet 
was  far  lefs  a  refult  of  any  unufual  talent  in  him,  than  of  the 
perpetual  ufe  of  the  £le,  meaning  by  that,  the  extraordinary  pains 
he  beftowed  on  -all  his- compofitions :  bis  bed  poems,  he  faid, 
were  precifely  thofe  which  had  cod  him  mod  labour.  He  would 
alter  not  merely  v^ords  and  lines,  but  left  fcarcely  one  vcftige  of 
bis  firft  compoGtion.  A  tranflation  of  the  Hameau  of  Bernard^ 
and  another  moft  mafterly  one  of  the  Pervigilium  Fenerisj  were 
among  the  exercitations  which  Burger  chronicled  in  the  German 
mufes'  almanack.  The  comic  ballad  Europa  is  alfo  his,  al- 
though xbe  Joofe  turn  of  the  ftpry  occai^oned  bim  to  f^gprefs  his 
ufual  fignature. 

In  Germany  it  is  not  uncommon  for  polifhed  families  to 
befpeak  a  birth-day  ode,  an  epithalamiuqi,  or  an  elegy  on 
thofi^  occafions  which  form  a  fort  of  epocha  in  the  hiftory 
of  their  exiftence.  To  the  poet  a  pecuniary  recompence  is 
fent,  and  a  fplendid  edition  of  his  work  is  diftributed  among  the 
friends  of  the  houfe.  The  notice  which  Burger  began  to  obtain 
occafioned  many  applications  of  this  kind:  and  to  him  it  was 
convenient,  by  means  like  thefe,  to  repair  his  fhattered  finances. 
Several  heirs  of  fortune,  feveral  happy  mothers,  have  now  the 
pieafnre  of  boafting,  "  my  birth-day  was  fung,"  or  •*  ray  wed- 
ding was  celebrated,  by  Burger.  - 


^  ^ 


In  1771  H6lty^,  the  elegiac,  atul  Vofe,  the  bqcdick  poet^ 
Miller,  author  of  Siegwart  and  Mariamne,  a  writer  of  great  iea* 
fibility,  and  the  two  counts  Stolberg,  of  whom  Frederick  Leo- 
pold is  ihotk  known  by  poems,  travels,  and  a  romance  called 
^*  The  Ifland,''  came  to  Gotttngen,  as  yet  **  youths  unknown 
to  feme."  They  were  foon  .attra£ied  by  jthe  natural  magnetifm  oif 
genius  within  the  circle  which  had  afiembled  roiind  Biiiger;  and 
after  his  removal  from  Gottii^en,  in  the  following  year,  they 
continued  to  vifit  *hts  ruftic  retreat.  It  was  the  influence  of 
Boie  which  obuined  for  Burger,  in  iJJ2^  a  fort  of  fteward(htp  of 
the  manor  of  Alten  Gleichen,  under  the  noble  £imily  of  Uilar. 
The  acceptance  of  the  place  occa(k>ned  a  reconciliation  between 
the  poet  and  his  grandfather,  who  was  willing  to  encourage  this 
fymptom  of  economic  care  and  returning  prudence,  by  paying  oS 
the  debts  incurred  at  Gottingen  by  his  grandfbn. 

Boie  was  abfent.  A  lefs  faithful  friend  undertook  the  liqut- 
dation ;  nearly  feven  hundred  doUare  of  this  advance  paflod  into  ^ 
tlie  hands,  not  of  Biirger*s  creditors,  but  of  a  fpendthriit  aflb- 
ciate.  The  ftudent  could  not  refund  ;  the  grandfather  was  in* 
exorabie ;  and  Burger  migrated  to  his  new  refidence,  ftill  encum- 
bered with  college  debts,  which  for  years  difturbed  his  repofe» 
but  which  his  floth  could  never  fummon  the  means  of  difcharg- 
ing. 

Here  it  was  that  Biirgef  firft  met  with  Herder^s  diflertation  on 
the  fongs  of  rude  nations,  which  drew  his  attention  to  the  ballads 
of  England,  and  with  Percy's  Reliques,  which  immediately  be- 
came his  manual.  Thefe  books  decided  for  ever  the  charai^er  of 
his  excellence.  From  a  free  tranilation  of  "  The  Friar  of  Or- 
ders Gray"  fSruder  GraurockJ.^md  *'  The  Child  of  Elle  '*  fDU 
EntfuhrungJ^  and  from  an  imitation  of  Dryden's  Guiicatdo  and 
Sigifmunda  (Lenardo  and  BlandineJ^  he  rapidly  pafled  on  to 
the  produftion  of  <«  The  Wild  Huntfm?in,"  •*  The  Parfon's 

Daughter,"  and  •*  Lenore."  The  two  latter  arc  probably  the 
fineft  ballads  extant.  No  other  minftrel  communicates  to  the 
reader  an  equal  degree  o£  intereft  and  agitation  ;  it  h  difficult  to 
perufe  them  in  the  clofet  without  breaking  looie  into  pantomime. 
Nor  is  he  le(s  mafter  of  the  more  difficultly  aroufable,  rapid,  - 

and 
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and  impemous  movements  of  the  (bul,  than  of  the  tenderer  feel- 
ings of  the  heart.  His  extraordinary  powers  of  language  are 
founded  on  a  rejefiion  of  the  conventional  phrafeology  of  rega* 
hr  poetry,  in  favour  of  popular  forms  of  expreffion,  caught  by 
the  liftenrng  artift  from  the  voice  of  agitated  nature.  Imitative 
harmony  he  purfues  alraoft  to  excefs  :  the  onomatopttia  is  his  pre- 
vailing figure;  the  interjedion  his  favourite  part  of  fpeech: 
arrangement,  rhyme,  found,  time,  are  always  with  him  an  echo 
to  Ae  fenfe.  The  hurrying  vigour  of  his  di£lion  is  unrivalled^ 
yet  is  fo  natural,  even  in  its  fublimity,  that  his  poetry  is  fingu* 
larly  fitted  to  become  a  national  and  popular  fong.  The  l/enoner 
was  firft  communicated  to  Boie,  who  eagerly  induced  feveral  of 
the  Gottingen  party  to  ride  with  him  to  Alten  Gleichen,  and 
hear  it.  The  efFe£k  was  peculiarly  great  on  the  younger  count 
Stolbcrg,  at  the  ftanza, 

**'  Anon  an  iroa-graud  iift 

<<  Faft  biggent  on  their  view  t 
<(  He  crack'd  his  whip,  and  faaih  !  in  twain 

*^  Boh,  bar,  and  portal  flew.'* 

Frederic  Leopold,  on  hearing  thefe  lines,  darted  from  his  feat 
io  an  agony  of  rapturous  terror. 

Near  two  years  were  palled  lonefomely  by  Burger  in  his  rural 
fbtion,  but  they  were  the  two  years  of  his  hfe  the  moft  valuable 
to  the  puMlc.  He  married,  in  September  1774*  a  farmer^s 
daughter  of  the  neighbourhood,  by  name  Niedeck,  whofe  de- 
voted, whofe  heroic  attachment  to  him  was  never  more  con- 
fpicuous  than  in  moments  of  the  moil  untoward  adverfity.  In 
the  village  Wollmerfliaufen  he  hired  the  fnug  cottage  to  which 
he  condufled  his  bride.  An  old  fchoolfellow,  Gockingk,  went 
to  vifit  him  there  on  his  marriage,  and  renewed  an  intimacy 
which  fuflfered  no  fubfequent  interruption, 

Financial  difficulties  were  probably  the  caufc  which,' in  1776, 
aroafed  Biirger  to  publifh  in  the  German  Mufcum,  then  a  maga- 
zine of  fome  celebrity,  propofals  for  an  Iambic  verfion  of  the 
Iliad.  The  annexed  fpecimens  were  di(lingui(hed  for  a -more 
than  Homeric  rapidity  of  di£liQn,  and  for  an  abfence  of  ftate- 
lineis,  lefs  unfaithful  than  the  euphcmifm  of  Pope,  and  more 

attaching 
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attaching  than  the  Iblfsmnity  of  Cowper.  But  as  the  younger 
count  Stolberg  had  alfo  made  fome  progrefs/m  the  iame  enter- 
prife ;  as  his  fpecimens,  more  dexteroufly  chofen,  divided  at 
leafl  the  fuffrage  of  critics,  and  poiTefled  the  advantage  of  co- 
pying the  hexametrical  lines  of  (he  original  i  as  his  induftry 
Ipeedily  outftripped  the  ihort  fits  of  Burger's  application,  and 
ibon  completed  the  publication  of  the  Iliad ;  this  enterprife  was 
abandoned  without  advantage  to  his  foitune  o^  his  fame,  after 
having  extended  beyond  fix  books.  The  Epiftle  of  Defiance, 
addrdiled  on  the  occafion  to  Stolberg,.  is  one  of  the  moft  fpiritcd 
of  Burger's  fmaller  poems. 

His  next  literary  yn^eitaking  was  a  trauflation  of  Macbeth^ 
brought  out  at  Hamburgh  for  the  bene^t  of  Schroder,  an  artift- 
aftor  who  excelled  in  pcrfonating  the  heroes  of  Shakfpeare. 
This  tranflation,  although  too  much  abridged,  and  in  the  wi^cb 
fcenes  too  low*  is  in  fome  refpe£ts  fuperior  to  the  original.  The 
chara^er  of  Banquo  has  acquired  more  confequence,  by  the  ia^ 
trodudtion  of  a  good  foliloquy  at  the  beginning  of  the  fecond 
a^.  Of  the  third  a£l  the  third  fcene  is  omitted ;  the  murder 
of  Banquo  being  made  known  from  the  narration  of  the  mur- 
derer in  the  next.  In  like  manner  the  fecond  fcene  of  the  fourth 
a<5l  is  curtailed  ;  the  difgufting  butchery  of  Macduff's  child 
being  far  more  pathetically  ftated  by  Roflfe  afterwards.  The 
fourth  fcene  of  the  fifth  a£t  is  alfo  with ,  propriety  omitted ;  as 
the  removal  of  Birnam  wood  is  fufficicntly  explained  by  th^ 
narrative  of  the  fcout. 

The  father-in-law  of  Biirgcr  died  in  1777.  In  confequence 
of  this  event,  an  intricate  and  inconvenient  executorfliip  dc- 

» 

volved  on  the  poet.  A  law-fuit,  which  it  obliged  him  to  con- 
du£t,  difplayed,  indeed,  his  profeflion^l  qualifications,  but  ah- 
forbed  his  leifure  in  vexatious  frivolities.  The  inheritance,  to 
which  he  acceded^  did  not  much  improve  his  circumftanccs ; 
wTiich  an  increafing  family  rendered  daily  more  infufficient. 

In  1778  he  undertook  the  exclufive  compilation  of  the  Got- 
tingen  almanack  of  the  mufes  (while  Goeckingk  and  Vofs 
eftablifhed  a  new  one  at  Hamburgh),  and  alTifled  alfo  in  other 
periodical  publications.     The  wages  of  authorflilp  no\vhere 

form 
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foroi  an  adequate  refource,  if  a  liberal  fnaitfitenahce  be  the  ob- 
jeSt.  There  is,  however,  a  plearfure  in  compoiition,  there  is  a 
pleaftire  in  praife,  there  is  a  pleafure,  ^  even  when  unknown,  in 
contributing  to  tinAure  the  general  flow  of  opinion;  thefe 
conftitute  the  chief  rewards,  for,  as  a  neceflary  divifion  of 
human  labour,  it  is  certainly  underpaid.  Burger  found  itfo; 
and,  in  ,1780,  forfook  the  Mufes  for  Fan,  and  applied  to  the 
rural  gods  for  a  maintenance  refufed  him  by  the  Nine.  The 
farm  he  hired  was  fituate  in  Appenrode.  ^  Aa  additional  motive 
to  this  determination  was,  perhaps,  that  the  accounts  of  his 
flewardfliip  were  negligently  managed ;  and  that .  fomething, 
very  like  a  formal  charge  of  peculation,  had  been  made  againft 
him  to  the  lords  of  Uflar.  This  accufation,  indeed.  Burger 
repelled ;  but  his  careleffiiefs  made  his  rcfignation  a  duty,  and  it 
was  accepted  with  readinefs. 

In  1784  his  wife  died.  His  farm  appeared  unprodu£live, 
probably  becaufe  it  was  abandoned  to  the  management  of  fer- 
vants ;  and  he  once  more  removed,  with  his  children,  to  Got* 
tingen,  where  he  fubAded  partly  by  waiting,  and  partly  by  pri- 
vate tuition.  He  read  ledlures  there  on  the  German  ftyle  and  the 
theory  of  tafte  ;  and  after  five  years  r^fidence  obtained  a  pro- 
feflbrihip. 

As  foon,  or,  perhaps,  rather  fooner  than  his  circumftances 
properly  permitted,  he  became  united  to  his  former  wife^s 
younger  fifter,  the  fo  often  celebrated  **  Molly  **  of  his  lovc- 
fongs.     During  her  fliort  ftay  with  him  (he  was  the  darling  of 

his  affe(%ons ;  but  (he  died  in  child-bed  of  her  firft  daughter, 
the  very  year  in  which  (he  married.  '  His  children,  after  this 
jcataftrophe,  were  difperfed  among  different  relatives. 

Burger  undertook,  in  1787,  to  lecture  on  the  critical  philo- 
fophy  of  Kant,  and  his  courfe  was  much  attended.  In  this 
year  the  jubilee  of  the  foundation  of  the  Gottingen  univcrfity 
was  celebrated :  two  poems  were  dedicated  by  him  to  the  occa- 
fion,  and  the  grateful  college  conferred,  in  return,  a  dbdlor's 
degree.  In  November  1789  he  became  profeflbr  of  phi- 
lofophy.  I 

About 
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About  tliis  time  an  anooymous  poem  arrived  from  Stutgard^ 
in  which  the  aothor,  who  was  a  female,  profcfled  to  have  at- 
tached herfelf  to  B&rgerj  frem  the  perulal  of  his  heart-feic 
poenis ;  and  witha  liberal  »eaU  by  way  of  recompencc,  offered 
him  her  band  in  marriage.  The  verfes  were  well  tomed,  and 
highly  complimentary;  and  there  was  an. interefting  Angularity  ' 
in  iheir  heroic  caft  of  fentiment.  Burger  drew  up  a  very  gal- 
lant reply,  and  printed  both  the  poems  in  the  almanack  of  the 
mufes.  Intimations  now  came  iii  whifpers,  that  the  lines  were 
intended  for  the  individual,  not  for  the  public.  Burger  fet  off 
for  Stutgard.  The  fyren  pleafed  not  only  when  (be  fang;  and 
Burger  married  her  immediately.  ^. 

It  is  melancholy  to  relate,  that  this  truly  poetical  union  af- 
forded no  fource  of  happinefs  to  the  hufband ;  and  that,  in  1792, 
after  little  more  than  three  years  cohabitation,  a  feparation  was 
accompliihed  by  application  to  a  court  of  juftice.  During  this  un- 
fortunate connexion  Biirger  was  aflailed  with  a  deep  hoarfenefs, 
which  he  never  overcame,  and  which  unfitted  him  for  ledluring. 

This  reduced  him  once  more  to  dependence  on  the  bookfellers 
for  fubilftence.  A  pulmonary  difeafe  was,  in  the  mean  time, 
making  a  rapid  progrefs;  it  affedted  his  fpirits  lefs  tlian  hi3 
health;  but  it  fnatchdd  him,  in  June  1794*  from  a  country 
which  be  had  illtsftrated,  at  the  age  of  forty-fix  years  and  five 
months.  ^ 

Hisphyfician  Dr.  Jager,  and  his  friend  the  benevolent  Rein- 
hard,  the  attendants  of  his  lafl:  moments,  accepted  the  care  of 
bis  {out  furviving  children.  His  property  was  fcund  infufficient 
for  the  payment  of  his  debts.  A  monument  has  been  erected  to 
his  memory,  by  voluntary  fubfcription,  in  a  garden  at  Gottin- 
gen  where  he  commonly  walked. 

His  works  confift  of 

Anthia    and    Abrokomas»    tranflated   from    Xenophon    of 

Ephefus. 

Poems.     Vol.1.   1778.     Vol.  II.   1789. 
Macbeth,  altered  from  Shakfpeare. 
Munchaufen's  Travels. 

Mifcellaneous 
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Mifceilaneous  worksi  two  volamest  contatning  the  fix  firft 
books  of  the  Iliad,  fome  profe  verfions  from  Ofliany  and  the  pa- 
pfers  inferted  in  various  magazines,  of  which  the  philological 
(Hiibnerus  rcdivivus},'and  the  political  (Die  Republic  Englaod), 
are  calculated  to  excite  fome  curiofity. 


LIFE   OF   THE   LATE 

JAMES    BRUCE,  ESC^ 

OF.  KXNKAIRD* 

James  Bruce  was  bom  about  the  year  1733.  The  family, 
of  which  he  was  to  become  the  reprefentative,  defcended,  mod 
probably,  from  one  of  the  brothers,  or  other  collateral  rela« 
tions,  of  the  heroic  Robert  Bruce,  king  of  Scotland.  Robert 
Bruce  of  Kinnaird,  an  eminent  and  very  turbulent  prefbyterian 
xninifter  in  the  reign  of  James  the  Sixth,  was  one  of  his  imme* 
diate  ancellors.  His  parents  held  a  refpe£lable  rank  among  the 
gentry  of  Stirlingfbire. 

He  received  arery  excellent  education,  as  the  author  of  this 
memoir  was  informed  by  himfelf,  at  fome  of  the  mod  diftinguifh- 
ed  feminaries  in  England.  The  languages  of  Greece  and  Rome ; 
mathematics,  and  the  fciences  dependent  upon  it;  tlie  arts  of 
deiign ;  the  more  polifhed  of  the  modern  European  tongues ; 
2nd  the  gymnaftic  exercifes;  were  comprehended  among  the 
accompli(bments  which  he  was  deftined  to  acquire.  The  ufUal 
courfe  of  travel  on  the  continent  followed  foon  after. 

About  the  year  1760,  young  Bruce,  then  in  poffeflion  of  his 
paternal  efhte,  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  mod  promifing 
young  Scotfmen  of  the  age.  The  late  earl  of  Chatham, 
whofe  patronage,  he  courted,  was  about  to  have  brought  him 
into  Ibme  employment  lu  the  public  fervice,  at  the  very  time  he 
himfelf  was  fuddenly  driven  from  power. 
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A  new  adminiftration  wanted  not  among  its  members  feme 
who  were  willing  to  patronize  the  talents  of  Mr.  Bruce ;  and  he 
was  accordingly  appointed  to  the  o£Ece  of  firitiih  conful  at  Al- 
giers As  he  difcovered  much  of  the  adventurous  fpirit,  and 
the  pafiionate  curiofity  of  a  traveller,  fitted  to  explore  barbarous 
regions  ;  it  was  recommended  to  him,  by  the  minifters  to  whom 
he  owed  his  appointment,  to  inveftigate  thofe  remains  of  an- 
cient Roman  magnificence,  of  which  Africa  was  believed  to 
contain  many  fpecimens,  cither  unknown,  or  but  impcrfcdy 
known  to  the  curious  in  Europe.  The  genius  of  the  la^e  earl 
of  Bute,  who  muft  be  allowed  to  have  pofleifed  confiderablc 
tafte  and  fcience,  then  predominated  at  court :  and  there  feemed 
to  be  a  defire  to  illuftrate  the  reign  of  George  the  Third  with 
the  literary  fplendour  of  the  ages  of  Auguftus  and  Louis  the 
Fourteenth.  The  profpeft  of  civil  promotion  was,  therefore, 
held  out  to  Mr.  Bruce,  to  encourage  him  to  undertake,  from 
Algiers,  fome  bold  enterprife  favours^ble  to  the  advancement  of 
the  fine  arts.  .  < 

Such  ^n  enterprife  gratified  the  fondeft  wifhes  of  Bruce*s 
heart.  His  imagination  was  then  warm  with  thofe  delightful 
▼ifions  which  the  perufal  of  the  clamcs  naturally  excites  ia 
every  ingenuous  mind.  To  difcover  thofe  remains  of  Roman 
art  and  of  Grecian  colonization,  which  had  hitherto  eluded 
the  refearckes  of  the  moderns;  to. penetrate  to  the  fources 
of  the  Nile,  which  Julius  Ca:far  had  in  vain  defired  to  detedl ; 
feemed  to  him  objefts  of  purfuit  not  unworthy  of  the 
moft  ardent  literary  cnthufiafra,  and  the  moft  ger^rous  am« 
bition. 

Throughout  Europe,  difcoveries  like  thefe  were,  at  that 
time,  paflionately  defired,  in  order  to  fill  up  the  chafms 
ift.the  fyftem  of  natural  and  civil  hiflory,  and  to  facilitate  the 
improvement  of  fhe  fine  aits.  Sweden  had  juft  font  out,  from 
among  the  pupils  of  the  great  Linnasus,  a  Haflelquift,  a  Kalm, 
and  other  fcientific  miilionarics,  to  explore  the  moft  diftant 
regions  of  the  earth .  The  king  of  Denmark,  alfo,  had  lately 
employed  a  company,  confifting  of  an  engineer,  a  draughtfman, 
a  linguift,  a  botanift,  and  a  phyfician,  to  inveftigate  the  hif- 
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tory  of  the  ancient  and  prefent  ftate  of  Arabia,  and  the  other 
moil  famous  countries  of  tlie  £aft.  The  iflands  fcattered 
throughout  the  wide  expanfe  of  the  fouthcrn  feas  were  begin* 
tiing  to  be  numbered.  France  and  Spain  were  fending  out  phi- 
lofophers  to  Siberia  and  to  Peru,  for  the  puppofe  of  afcertaining^ 
by  means  of  an  aftronomical  procefs,  the  precife  figure  of  the 
earth.  The  love  of  fcience,  and  the  beneficent  defire  to  pro- 
mote die  civilization  of  mankind,  had  every  where  infpired  a 
defire  to  profccute  difcoveries,  which  had  been  hitherto  only 
obtained  in  confequence  of  the'  accidental  communications 
arifmg  from  military  conqueft,  mercantile  avarice,  or  religious 
enthufiatiti.  It  was  not  merely  a  pedantic  £ancy,  or  a  quixotic, 
dream,  that  impelled  Bruce  to  enter  on  thofe  bold  enterprifes 
which  he  was  deftined  to  accomplilh.  He  was  to  contend  with 
a  number  of  the  moft  enlighteiied  of  his  contemporaries,  for 
the  attainment  of  obje£b  whofe  importance  the  whole  world 
was  ready  to  acknowledge. 

Many  of  the  mofl  eminent  philofophers  in  Europe  earneftly 
offered  him  their  advice  for  the  dire£bion  of  his  en^erprife. 
From  Italy  and  from  England  he  was  fupplied  with  the  bed  in- 
ftruments  for  every  purpofe  of  the  draughtfman  and  the  aflrp* 
nomer.  Some  neceffary  ailiflants  were  engaged  to  follow  him* 
He  accordingly  departed  fronv  Europe,  and  foon  arrived  in 
lafcty  at  Algiers. 

Some  time  was  neccflarily  fpcnt  in  the  fludy  of  the  language 
of  the  Moori/h  Arabians,  and  in  fulfilling  the  fun<Slbns  of  his 
of&cial  charader,  before  he  could  proceed  upon  his  refearches. 

But,  within  no  long  period  after  his  arrival,  he  1x>ldly  com-> 
mined  himfelf  to  the  dangerous  faith  of  fome  tribes  of  wander- 
ing Arab^,  and  advanced,  in^  fearch  of  ancient  ruins,  into  re- 
gions which  no  vilitaot  from  modern  Europe  had  as  yet  fuc* 
fcfifuUy  explored.  Aflbciating  with  his  Arabian  bofls  and 
guides,  and  difplaying  a  ikilful  u(e  of  their  language  and  man- 
ners, which  left  him  fcarcely  under  the  difadvantages  of  a 
Granger,  he  was  dius  enabled  to  difcriminate  the  peculiarities 
of  their  refpe£live  cbaraders  with  an  accuracy  of  obfcrvatioa ' 
perhaps  vmequalled  by  any  former  traveller* 
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Being,  perhaps,  more  a  mafter  of  the  pencil  than  of  the 
art  of  literary  compofition,  he  executed  many  drawings  of  the 
various  ruins  now  difcovcred  by  him  ;  of  which  the  fuigular 
excellence  was  afterwards  doomed  to  excite  the;4l^i^.  invidi- 
ous cavil,  that  they  could  not  be  his  own.  Whife^  he  j^arcd 
the  hofpitality  of  the  Arabs  in  thefe  deferts,  he  had  occafion  to 
live  with  them  on  the  flefh  of  lions ;  a  fpecies  of  animal  food 
fo  very  different  from  roaft-beef,  and  fo  much  lefs  t^y  than 
hafre  or  venifon  to  be  procured  by  the  chafe,  that  fomc  untra- 
velled  Engliihmen  may,  perhaps,  be  inclined  to  deny  that  it  can  . 
ever  have  been  ufed  as  food. 

From  Africa  he  palTed,  in  profecution  of  greater  defigns,  to 
the  Grecian  ifles,*and  the  coaft  of  Syria.  An  unfortunate 
ibip wreck  damaged  his  valuable  colled^ion  of  inftruments  for 
aftronomical  obfervations,  but  could  not  deter  his  refblute  mind 
from  its  adventurous  purfuits.  In  Syria  he  furveyed  the  ruins 
of  Tadmor  and  Ealbeck,  and  executed  many  valuable  draw- 
ings  of  thofe  noble,  though  mutilated,  monuments  of  ancient 
art  which  they  dif[  lay.  In  the  hofpitable  fociety  of  European 
firiends,  whom  l)p  found  in  the  Commercial  cities,  he  pafled  the 
time  neceflary  for  him  to  await  the  arrival  of  various  articles 
from  Europe,  without  which  he  could  not  adventure  upon  his 
grander  enterprife.  During  this  period  of  leifure  he  diligently 
lludied  medicine,  in  order  to  recommend  him  to  the  barbarous 
inhabitants  of  the  regions  which  he  purpofed  to  explore. 

From  Syria  he  repaired  to  Egypt.  Its  great  towns,  its  pyra- 
mids ;  the  fites  and  remains  of  its  ancient  cities ;  the  phaenomena 
of  the  overflowings  of  its  mighty  river,  the  Nile ;  die  forma- 
1(^^  tion  of  its  lower  territory,  which  advances  to  bound  the  Medi- 
tenanean  fea ;  the  comparifon  of  its  prefent  local  circum- 
llances  with  its  ancient  hiftory,  joined  to  the  charafter  of  its 
•  government  and  inhabitants,  all  excited  and  engaged  Mr.  Bruce 's 
attention.  His  fcience,  the  manly  dignity  and  firmnefs  of  bis 
perfonal  chara6ler,  the  advantages  arifing  from  the  recom- 
mendations with  which  he  travelled,  and  fome  lucky  concur- 
ring accidents,  introduced  him  to  the  firicndfliip  and  protc6Uon  o| 
the  famous  Ali-Bcy,  who  was  then  all-powerful  in  Egypt,  and 
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by  this  tpeans  procured  him  facilities  for  obfervation  and  in- 
quiry, which  have  rarely  been  pofleiTed  by  Europeans  in  that 
land.  He  was  accordingly  enabled  to  vifit»  without  perfonal 
danger,  ^ibus  remote  and  interefling  fcenes,  in  the  courfe  of 
wbich'^almoft  any  other  traveller  would  have  been  inevitably 
robbed,'  and  probably  murdered.  The  facred  code  of  the  Jew- 
ilh  and  Chriftian  religions  was  in  his  hands,  as  well  as  the  Gre- 
cian records  of  Homer  and  Herodotus:  and,  comparing  what 
thefe  books  relate  concerning  iancient  Egypt,  with  the  fcenes 
and  the  ftate  of  fociety  before  him,  he  was  enabled  to  under* 
iland  a  number  of  hitherto  unexplained  particulars,  in  the  hints 
which  thofe  eldeft  of  books  prefent  refpediing  the  early  annals 
of  a  oountty  that  was  almoft  the  primaeval  feat  of  civilized 
fociety ;  and  to  confirm  the  truth  of  the  Chridian  revelation^ 
by  difcovering  various  new  proofs  of  the  fcrupulous  fidelity  of 
the  Mofiiic  hiftorv. 

From  Egypt  Mr.  Bruce  failed  fouthward,  on  the  Red  fea,  to 
Jidda  in  the  Happy  Arabia. 

He  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  at  Jidda  a  number  of  Iiis 
own  countrymen  firom  India,  fhip-captains,  an(Fmerchant5,  in  the 
feivice  of  the  Englilh  India  company.  They  welcomed  him 
among  them  with  kind'hofpitality  ;  heard  with  pleafure  and  ad- 
miration of  his  bold  purpofe  of  penetrating  into  Abyffinia,  and 
exploring  the  fources  of  the  Nile;  procured  whatever  direc- 
tions were  there  to  be  obtained  for  his  condu6l  during  his  jour- 
ney; introduced  him  to  the  powerful  prote<Slion  of  the  prime 
minlftcr  to  the  (herrifFe,  or  religious  prince  of  Alecca ;  offered 
him  the  free  ufe  of  their  purfcs  and  credit ;  and,  in  fine,  ef- 
poufed  all  his  intercfls'  fo  openly,  fo  eariicflly,  and  with  fuch 
a  fhew  of  deference  and  refpcft,  that  the  whole  influence  of 
the  Englifh  name  and  greatnefs  in  the  Eaft  appeared  to  he  in- 
terpofed  for  his  fecurity  among  thofe  barbarians  to  whofe  doubt- 
ful faith  he  was  now  haftening  to  commit  himfclf. 

With  every  generous  wifh  on  the  part  of  thefe  kind  Eng- 
lifhmen  for  his  welfare  and  fuccefs,  he  failed  for  Mnfuah^  the 
maritime  key  of  the  entrance  into  Abyflinia,  on  the  weflera 
«^oafl  of  tlie  Red  fea.     That  fea  he,  on  this  occafion  and  during 
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the  previous  navigation  from  Suez  to  Jidda,  furveyed  and 
founded  with  hydrographical  care  and  ikill,  by  which  he  was 
enabled  to  form  a  better  naval  chart  of  it  than  the  world  had 
'  hitherto  been  in  poileffion  of.  At  Mafuah  the  benevol^t  exer- 
cife  of  his  medical  ikill,  the  influence  of  the  Briti(fa  name,  the 
firmoefs,  vigilance,  and  boldnefs  of  his  perfonal  charafter,  could, 
with  great  difficulty,  fave  him  from  being  robbed  by  the  Naybe  \ 
a  kn^vifh  and  rapacious  chieftain  who  was  ready  to  violate,  with* 
out  fcruple,  the  univerfally  acknowledged  principles  of  the  law 
of  nations,  and  to  trample  upgn  the  generous  u&ges  of  even 
barbarian  hofpltality. 

After  many  perils  from  the  fiercenefs,  the  deceit,  and  the 
thievifh  rapacity  of  the  inhabitants,  on  this  eaftern  frontier  of 
the  Abyffian  empire,  our  traveller  happily  made  his  way  to  a 
confiderable  mercantile  town  within  its  confines.  The  name 
of  Ras  Michael,  to  whom  he  had  been  recommended,  and -who 
was,  at  this  time,  mafter  of  both  the  king  and  his  kingdom, 
began  here  to  adbrd  him  as  much  fecurity  as  a  ilranger  could 
expedl  to  find  among  a  barbarous  people,  and  amid  the  horrors 
of  civil  war.  '  His  intrepid  boldnefs  and  vigilance,  well 
adapted  to  contend  with,  to  defeat,  and  to  overawe,  the 
fiercenefs  and  the  cunning  of  fivages ;  his  noble  liberality,  in 
the  diftribution  of  prefents  fitted  to  flrike  and  pleafe  the  fancy 
of  a  rude  nation ;  his  gallantry,  which  flighted  not  the  prof- 
fered favours  of  the  Aby{fini«ui  daihfels ;  fome  lucky  but  un- 
expefted  incidents ;  and  the  admiration  which  his  dexterity  in 
ihooting  and  horfemanfhip  excited,  did  all  the  reft.  He  ac* 
cordingly  arrived  fafe  at  Gondar,  the  Abyffinian  capital. 

To  penetrate  to  the  fources  of  the  Nile,  and  to  difcover^ 
with  certainty,  the  caufes  of  its  periodical  overflowings,  formea 
the  primary  objeft  of  his  journey.  But  he'  was  deflined  td 
accomplish  others,  which,  although  of  a  fecondary  naturej 
were  to  prove  more  ufeful  and  interefling  to  the  world.  j 

Abyiiinia,  a  country  comprehending  leveral  extenfive  pftS 
vii)ces  at  the  eaftern  extremity  oi  the  great  peninfular  conn 
tinent  of  Africa,  probably  received  its  firft  inhaUtants  fro 
Egypt  or  Yemen.     The  imperfeft  remains  of  the  hiftory 
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ancient  Egypt  befpeak  a  not  unfrequent  intercourfe,  at  leaft 
of  warfare  and  reciprocal  tonqueft»  to  have  taken  place,  in 
times  the  moil  remote,  between  the  Egyptians  and  the  people 
of  Habefli.    Colonies  appear  to  have  migrated,  in  turns,  be* 

twecn  the  eaftern  and  the  weftern  coafts  of  the  Red  fea,  from 
Abyffinia  to, Yemen,  and  from  Yemen  to  Abyflinia.  Com- 
mercial adventure  carried  the  Phoenicians  and  tjje  Jews  into 
Abyflinia,  at  the  time  when  they  were  maflers  of  the  naj^iga* 
tion  of  the  Red  fea.  It  is  alfo  poiBble  that  the  Jews,  at  the 
time  when  they  were  by  the  conquefls  of  Nebuchadnezzar 
difperfed  abroad  as  captives  or  as  fugitives  from  their  native  land, 
might  flee  in  part  into  Abyffinia,  as  well  as  into  Egypt*  Bj 
whatever  means  it  may  have  occurred,  certain  it  is  that  the 
religion  and  literature  of  the  Jews  had  been  very  anciently  in- 
troduced  into  Abyffinia;  and  that  the  Abyffinians  had  been 
taught  to  refpeftxthe  race  of  their  kings,  as  defcendants  fix>m 
the  famous  Solomon.  Miffionaries  from  Arabia  and  Egypt 
converted  this  people  from  Judaifm  to  a  fort  of  impure  Chrift- 
ianity.  Their  empire  was,  in  the  mean  while,  a  territory  of 
vanying  extent ;  including,  on  the  north  fide,  the  iandy  de* 
{arts  contiguous  to  the  Mediterranean  fea,  and  towards  the 
fouth  bw  and  unhealthy  regions,  as  well  as  many  lofty  mouo- 
tains  both  infulated  and  in  continuous  ranges,  d^ep  and  wide* 
fpreading  forefts,  expanfive  lakes,  fwelling  and  majeftic  rivers, 
broad  plains^  and  Hat  fuUen  morafles;  expofed  for  one  part  of 
the  year  to  a  cUmate  of  a  dry  and  warm  temperature,  for  an- 
other part  of  it  regularly  fubjed  to  heavy  and  inceflant  rains; 
at  its  weftern  confines  meeting  thofe  unknown  interior  parts  of 
Africa,  concerning  which  European  curiofity  has  only  fufpcdlcd 
that  they  are  inhai>ited  by  favages  and  barbarians  unacquainted 
with  the  virtues  and  the  hieffings  of  civilized  life. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  local  difadvantages,  the  chara<aer  of 
the  furrounding  tribes^and  nations,  and  tbj  want  of  a  religion 
friendly  to  mild  and  benign,  yet  adive  virtue,  concurred  with 
an  ill-compaded  government,  to  retain  the  people  of  Abyffinia 
in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  barbarifm,  ftiU  unmitigated  and  unen* 
lightened,    Chriftianity  could  not  improve  the  manners  of  the 
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converts  whom  it  here  gained,  in  a  proportion  equal  to  that  in 
v^hich  it  was  obliged  to  debafe  its  own  reafonablenefs  and  moraliryi 
for  the  ppipofe  of  winning  their  favour.  The  feudal  form  of 
government,  under  fome'  modifications  peculis^r  to  Afia  and 
Africa,  but  in  all  that  barbarous  diforder  in  which  it  fubfifted  in 
the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  centuries,  in  modern  Europe,  was  the 
fpecies  of  political  combination  under  which  the  Abyffinianshad 
lived  almofl  from  the  earlieft  times  of  their  known  exiflence  as 
a  nation.  While  the  Portugueze,  to  whom  Europe  owes  fo 
much  for  their  difcovery  of  the  great  maritime  route  to  the  Eafl, 
were  in  their  higheft  commercial  and  naval  greatnefs ;  they  in- 
troduced themfelves,  the  Jefuits,  and  the  Romifli  form  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  into  Abyffinia ;  find,  under  the  moll  fpccious  pretexts, 
ftrove,  in  vain,  to  fuhjeift  Abyflinia  to  the  dominron  of  Portugal 
and  Ron^e.  The  attempt,  and  the  miferies  and  diflenfions 
which  enfued  from  it,  ferved  but  to  perpetuate  the  almoft  unfo- 
cial  diforder  of  the  Abyflinian  government,  and  to  enhance  the 
barbarifm  of  the  manners  of  the  people.  The  Abyflinians  found 
that  they  were  likely  to  derive  nothing  but  mifchiefs  from  their 
connexipn  with  the  Chriftians  of  Europe  ;  and  Rome  and  Por- 
tugal were  difappointed  of  thofe  advantages  whiph  they  had  ex- 
pcfted  to  obtain  in  achieving  the  temporal  and  fpiritual  conqueil 
of  Abyflinia.  The  immediate  infercourfc  between  Europe  kiid 
Abyffinia  was  accordingly  broken  off,  before  the  Abyflfinians  could 
derive  any  material  improvement  from  the  arts  of  the  Europeans, 
Of  from  the  refinement  of  their  manner*.  From  this  period  the 
empire  remained  unchanged,  faithful  to  the  Coptic  Chriilianity 
of  Egypt,  and,  though  affliSed  with  continual  revolutions,  yet 
without  experiencing  any  fundamental  alteration  of  i^s  mode  of 
government. 

Mr.  Bruce  arrived  at  the  Abyflinian  capital  in  the  midft  of  one 
of  the  ficrceft  and  moft  affliAing  civil  w^  by  which  this  country 
had  ever  been  \y4fted.  But  even  in  thefe  orcumftances,  and  among 
a  race  fo  barbarous,  the  felicity  pf  his  genius  preferved  him  fafc. 
Thp  fmall-pox,  one  pf  thofe  terrible  difeales,  whofe  inextingui/h- 
ablc  infeftion  has  confpired  with  the  ignorance  an  J  imprudence 
of  mankind  to  fubje£t  every  human  life  to  be  once  endangered 

"■ -by. 


JAMES  BRUCE,  ESQ^^  135' 

by  its  malignity,  was  at  that  very  time  outrivalUng  the  havoc 
of  vrar  by  its  terrible  devaftations  throughout  all  Abyflinia. 
Bruce's  medical  pretenfions  introduced  him  to  the  women  and 
children  of  the  houfehold  of  the  dreaded  Ras  Michael,  at  a  mo- 
ment when  charms  and  prayers  had  proved  equally  vain ;  when 
the  fondled  infant,  the  beauteous  maid,  fcarcely  yet  nubile,  and 
the  gallant  youth,  amid  *his  firtt/untried  afdour,  after  the  perils 
and  the  glory  of  war,  were,  in  fpite  of  every  effort,  cut  off 
together  by  this  baleful  difteraper.  Our  traveller  was  fuffici- 
ently  acquainted  with  the  Turkifh  and  the  Englifli  methods  of 
treating  the  fmall-pox ;  and  his  art  refcued  from  the  brink  of  the 
grave  feveral  lives  of  which  the  prefervation  had  been  deemed 
hopelefs.  The  beautiful  Ozoro  Efther,  th^  beloved  wife  of 
Michael ;  her  mother,  the  Itegh6,  whofe  ftatc,  as  queen-dowager, 
rcnuined  inviolate,  amid  the  diftra&ions  of  civil  war ;  fome  gal- 
lant youths,  the  fons  and  grandfons  of  thefe  ladies,  grateful  for 
Bruce's  medical  ailiftance,  and  charmed  with  the  mingled  bold- 
nds  and  gcntlenefe  of  his  charadler,  quickly  became  his  zealous 

friends  and  protestors. 

When  Michael,  and  with  him  the  young  king  whom  he 
fuftained  on  the  throne,  returned  from  a  fuccefsful  campaign 
to  Gondar,  the  (Iranger  was  prefented  to  them  with  recom- 
mendations which  fecured  a  very  flattering  reception.  His  own 
perfonal  qualities  foon  did  the  refl.  Eminently  expert  in  the 
horfemanfhip  of  Britain,  and  ff  the  Arabs ;  bold,  daring,  intre- 
j)id,  pofTeffing  true  creatnefs  of  foul,  ^nd  having  foftened  his 
native  roughqeis  wiui  fqmething  of  i^ncouth  refinement ;  able 
to  drink  with  the  Abyfidnians,  without  getting  drunk  with  them ; 
qualified  to  aftonifh  them  with  the  powers  of  a  cjouble-barrcllej 
gun,  and  with  a  markfman's  fkill  in  fhpotjng,  whigh  they  could 
not  imitate ;  exhibiting  a  lofty  difinteireftedncfs  of  fpirit,  which, 
tliough  it  did  not  rejedl  their  pecuniary  favours  with  ipfblence, 
yet  rcfufed  them  with%i  air  of  dignity,  fuch  as  might  well  be- 
fpeak  a  man  incapable  of  receiving  the  hribe  of  the  courtier,  the 
hire  of  the  mechanic,  or  the  fordid  g^ins  of  the  merchant  j— the 
Scottifh  traveller  thus  fuccefsfully  attra<fted  to  himfelf  the  ad^ 
mirati<3n  and  favour  of  all  that  was  gre4t  in  rank  or  magnani- 
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snous  in  fentiment  about  the  Abyffinian  court.  The  Alexandrian 
patriarch  had,  by  a  paftoral  letter,  enjoined  the  Coptic  and 
Greek  ChriiUans  then  in  Gondar  to  make  atonement  for  their 
fins  of  vanity  and  prefumption,  by  doing  public  homage  to  Mr. 
Bruce.  The  beauties  of  the  capital,  never  coy  in  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  their  favours,  contended  to  beftow  them  with  laviih  fond- 
ne(s  on  a  youth  in  whom  the  graces  of  Europe  were  combined 
with  the  Tobuft  vigour  of  an  Abyflinian  warrior.  The  king, 
the  minifter,  conceived  a*  warm  partiality  for  him.  He  endeared 
himfelf  to  the  moft  eminent  among  the  young  nobility,  by  in- 
ftruding  them  in  fome  of  the  moft  notable  military  exercifes  of 
Arabia  and  of  Eurqpe.  High  offices  in  the  court  were  offered 
for  his  acceptance.  To  obtain  the  protei^ion  necefiary  to  enable 
him  to  accomplifb  the  purpofes  of  his  journey,  he  was  obliged  to 
accept  the  government  of  a  fmall  province,  and  even  to  enrol 
himfelf  among  the  lords  of  the  bed-chamber  to  the  Abyilinian 
monarch. 

He  aflbciated  with  the  nobility,  in  the  amufements  of  the 
court ;  eat  with  them  raw  flefh,  while  it  ftill  trembled  with  life 
and  fenfatioD ;  drank  deep  of  their  bouza,  mead^  and  wipe ;  and 
Is  not  faid  to  have  fuUenly  refufed  thofe  favours  which  their 
nobleft  and  faired  dames  were  willing,  even  amid  fcenes  of  public 
feflivity^  to  laviih  on  fo  accomplifhed  a  flranger.  AfFe6):ing  a 
much  more  dignified  character  than  that  of  the  Greek  Chriftians, 
whom  he  found  in  high  eftimation  among  thcfe  barbarians,  he 
lived  at  a  great  expence,  drawn  from  his  own  fupplies,  not  from 
their  bounty ;  maintained  the  character  of  a  phyfician,  even  after 
finding  that  the  cuftom  of  the  country  required  of  the  phyfician 
rather  to  give  fees  to  his  patients,  than  to  enrich  himfelf  by  re- 
ceiving them ;  and  uniformly  evinced  by  his  condufi,  that  all 
he  defired  to  gain  from  bis  kind  hofts,  was  (imply  freedom  and 
fecurity,  while  he  fliould  make  thofe  obfervations  and  inquiries, 
for  the  fake  of  which  he  had  come  into  iJ^ir  country. 

Religion,  and  the  fubjeftion  of  the  Anyflinian  church  to  the 
ecclefiaftical  authority  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  had  been  the  grand 
concerns  of  the  Portugueze  Jefuits,  the  laft  Europeans  by  whom 
thefe  regions  had  been  vifited.  To  obtain  t&eir  ends  they  had 
excited  terrible  mifchiefs  among  a  people  who  were  but  too  prone 

to 
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to  civil  war ;  and  the  Abyffiaian  clergy,  therefore,  could  not 
now  behold  another  European  amongft  them,  without  being 
alarmed  with  the  fears  of  jealous  orthodoxy,  and  inflamed  by  the 
furor  of  religious  perfecution.  But  prudence,  a  philofophical 
indifference  to  religious  difputes,  his  gentlemanlike  manners,  re- 
mote from  thofe  of  the  priefl,  and  the  high  efteeni  with  which 
he  was  regarded  by  the  monarch,  and  the  Ras,  his  minifter, 
efii:3ually  fcreened  Bruce  from  that  thunder  which  prieftly  bi- 
gotry and  malevolence  ftrove  to  hurl  with  fatal  e£Ecacy  upon 
his  head. 

It  was  his  fortune  to  witnefs  fome  terrible  fcenes  of  civil  war 
and  political  vengeance.  He  faw  a  king,  the  property  of  the 
abieft,  the  moft  powerful,  and  the  mod  wicked  of  hi$  noblety 
•  obliged  to  obey  the  didlates  of  the  minifter^s  cruelty  and  revenge; 
catching  the  infeAion  of  his  o'imes,  and  ready  to  exafperate 
againft  himfelf  thofe  whofe  hatred  was  o/iginally  dtreded  agunft 
the  Ras  alone.  He  beheld  ambition,  refentment,  fickle  turbu- 
lence, demoniac  craft,  and  a  ferocious  delight  in  continual  blood^ 
/bed-*all  the  fierce  pailions,  and  all  the  dark  vices  of  barbarians* 
excite  rival  chie&  in  endle&  rebellion  againft  a  king  whom  they 
were  led  to  oppofe,  partly  from  the  wiih  to  deftroy  his  minifter, 
and  partly  from  the  habit  of  eternal  contention.  He  witnefied 
awantonne&of  cruelty  and  carnage  which  could  have  place 
only  where  native  barbarifm  was  infuriated  by  the  mutual 
refentments  of  political  difcord.  Amidft  general  cruelty,  in- 
humanity, groflhefs  of  manners,  and  meannefs  of  intelle^,  be 
difcovered  fome  of  the  moft  amiable  feminine  virtues,  and  ibme 
of  the  moft  generous  and  dignified  mafculine  ones,  joined  to 
talents,  of  which  the  force  and  the  comprehenfion  have  rarely 
been  excelled  among  mankind.  • 

To  penetrate  to  the  (burces  of  the  Nile,  and  to  examine  eveiy 
thing  relative  to  the  natural  hiftory  of  the  country,  had  been  the 
firft  objedb  of  hisMquiry  when  he  made  his  way  into  Abyffinia. 
Obtaining,  at  iffigth,  a  feudal  grant  of  the  very  territory  in 
which  the  fountains  of  the  Nile  had  been  fo  long  hidden  frooi 
tbc  European  worldj  he  let  out  to  vifit  them  >  arrived  after  many 
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perils,  and  drank  libations  of 'water  more  grateful  and  intoxlcaN 
ing  to  a  romantic  traveller  than  the  Falernian  of  old, 
-  After  t>cmainihg  there  for  a  few  days,  highly  gratified  with  the 
company  of  his  male,  and  ftill  more  with  his  female  valTals,  who 
were  worfhippers  of  the  deity  of  the  Nile,  he  took  his  way 
back  to  Gondar,  proud  of  having  a£tually  achieved  what  Julius 
Cacfar  had  only  wished  for,  and  what  the  Jefuits  bad  lyingly 
pretended  to  have  accompliflied,  in  narratives  of  which  the  very 
tenQur  fofficiently  betrayed  their  falfity. 

Having  now  accompliflied  the  chief  purpofes  of  his  journey 
^nto.Ab^flmra,  he  was  excited,  by  every  confideration,  to  hzii^n 
)us  return.  With  great  difficulty  he  obtained  that  permiflion  ^ 
idepart,  which  the  cuftom  of  the  Abyffinian  court  made  them 
extremely  unwilling  to  grant  to  a  ftranger  from  whom  much 
might  be  learned,  and  from  whofe  fervices  there  were  many  ad« 
vantages  to  be  derived. 

Perfuaded,  that  if  he  fhould  again  put  himfelf  within  the  power 
cf  the  Naybe  of  Mafuah,  he  would  hardly  be  able  to  efcapc 
alive  out  of  the  hands  of  that  robber,  who  was  ftill  angry  for 
fais  former  difappointment ;  Bruce  dared  not  now  attempt  to  leave 
Abyffinia  by  the  fame  route  by  which  he  had  entered  it.  His 
only  alternative  was,  to  ^ake  a  journey  through  thofe  delarts^ 
hitheito  unexplored  by  the  travellers  of  modern  Europe,  in  which 
the  armies  of  the  Perfian  Cambyfes  had  perifhed  in  ancient  times. 
He  accordingly  fet  out  irom  the  Abyffinian  capital  accompanied 
by  many  friends,  at  whofe  departure  he  fhed  tears.  That 
province,  of  which  he  himfelf  had  been  folicited  to  accept  the 
goveniment,  was  the  laft  within  the  limits  of  the  Abyfliniaa 
empire,  through  which  he  had  to  pafs.  A  Moor,  named  Yafine, 
having  accidentally  been  the  companion  of  his  journey  in  his 
£rfl  entrance  into  Abyflinia,  had  merited  his  .kindnefs,  and  been 
advanced  by  him  to  its  fubordinate  command.  Yafine  took  this 
lad  opportunity  of  teftifying  his  gratitude  A  his  benefadior,  by 
entertaining  him  with  rerpe<5tful  hofpitality,  negociating  for  hia 
friendly  treatment  by  the  Arabs,  through  whofe  territories  he 
was  next  to  travel,  and  efcorting  hiix|  with  a  company  pf  hpr^f 
men  xo  a  cooiiderable  dillancef 

Ho 
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He  Was  at  laft  <:>bliged  to  bid  farewell  to  every  Abyffinian,  and 
to  commit  himfelf  to  the  faith  of  the  Arabs  of  the  ^efart.     In    ' 
his  company  were  fome  travel len  who  had  put  thefjnfelves  tinder 
his  prote£tion ;  he  was  attended  by  guides  and  fervants ;  and  they 
had  with  them  horfes,  camels,  and  their  baggage.    Through 
hardHsips,   which,  though  confiderablc,  were  petty  in  compa* 
rifon  with  thofe  which  he  was  to  encounter,  he  made  his  way,  in 
a  few  days,  to  Teavva.    Carrying  powerful  recommendations  ta 
the  Arab  Schiech  of  this  place,  and  being  ready  to  gratify  h'lttk 
with  moderate  prefeots,  Bruce  had  hopes  of  being  hofpiiably  re- 
ceived here,  and  of  obtaining,  without  difficulty  or  delay,  frefli 
£amels,  water,  and  guides,  for  bis' journey  onwards  to  the  next 
infulated  fettlement,  amid  the  fandy  wafte.     The  Schiech  of 
Teawa  was,  however,  one  of  the  moft  faithlefs,  rapacious,  and 
needy,  of  all  tho  Arabians  of  the  defart.     He  fancied  that  Mr. 
Bruce  carried  with  him  immenfe  treafures,  and  he  refolved,  either 
by  craft  or  violence,  to  make  thofe  treafures  his  own ;  for  thefc 
Arabs,  upon  the  fame  principle  on  which  European  governments 
denjand.  .cuflom,  tolls,  and  taxes  upon  poil-horfcs,  Hiut  up  the 
navigation  erf"  rivers,  and  regulate  preferences  in  commercial  in- 
tercourfc,  diink  )tbat  they  have  a  right  to  levy  exactions  upon  aU 
Grangers  coming  >v)t}iin  their  territories ;  and  fmce  the  meafure 
of  thefe  exactions  is  liot  fixed  by  laws  or  treaties,  it  can  be  mo- 
dified only  by  the  power  of  him  who  demands,  and  die  opulence 
pr  penury  of  thofe  who  are  compelled  to  pay  them. 

Bruce  not  only  refufed  to  comply  with  his  requiiitions,  but 
£gnified  a  refolute  determination  to  refill  force  by  force,  and  fe- 
cretly  difpatched  meflcngers  to  folicit  interpoCtioh  from  Abyflinia 
and  Sennaar,  for  his  deliverance*  While,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
Arab,  hoping  to  overcome  by  delay  the  obdinacy  of  his  gueft, 
hefitated  to  have  recourfe  to  violence,  and  meditated  new  wiles ; 
on  the  other,  Bruce  impatiently  awaited  that  fuccour  which  he 
had  fo  earneftly  cmved.  A  lodging  and  entertainment  were  ftill 
fupplied  to  the  traveller ;  the  Schiech's  own  wives  cooked  his 
jneals.;  he  was  called,  in  h^s  medical  capacity,  to  adminifter 
remedies  of  powerful  efficacy  to  the  Arab  chief,  and  all  his  fa- 
fnilj;  and  hp  was  cgptivatdd  by  the  charms,  and  won  the  favour, 
p{  his  hofl's  lovely  daughter,  the  beautiful  Aifcach  of  Teawa. 

When 
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When  the  Schiech,  having  his  courage  fortified  by  drunkennefs^ 
tried  at  oife  time  to  reduce  Bruce  to  compliance  with  his  demands 
by  menaces  of  inftant  death,  our  traveller,  always  prepared  by 
means  of  fecret  arms,  and  replete  with  intrepidity,  quickly  over- 
powered  the  treacherous  and  cowardly  Arab  with  the  dread  of 
that  violence  which  he  had  dared  to  threaten.  The  women,  too* 
were  on  Bruce's  fide ;  and,  warned  from  time  to  time  by  them, 
he  kept  himfelf  fufliciently  on  his  guard  againll  all  the  fecret 
fnares  which  the  wily  and  rapacious  Schieck  continued  to  (pread 
for  him. 

At  laft  fuflRcient  proteAion  arrived  for  our  traveller;  and  the 
Arab  was  obliged,  relu£iantly,  to  difmi&  out  of  his  hdnds,  without 
injury,  that  prey  which  he  had,  in  imagination,  already  de^ 
vourcd.  An  adronomical  prediftion  which  Bruce  was  enabled 
to  make,  with  an  afiedtation  of  preternatural  fagacity,  being 
quickly  accomplifhed  in  an  edipfe,  completed  the  mortification 
and  terror  of  the  petty  tyrant,  and  procured  to  the  wanderer  a 
triumphant  departure  from  Teawa.  Camels,  guides,  water,  and 
the  other  necefTaries,  were  now  readily  fupplied,  and,  at  patTing, 
Bruce  furprifed  his  unkind  hoft  by  beftowing  a  remuneration 
which  had  been  ill  deferved  at  his  hands. 

A  dreary  defart  was  now  to  be  paflcd  before  the  travellers 
could  reach  another  cultivated  fpot.  Rapacious  Arabs  roved 
around,  of  whom,  if  one  or  two  tribes  were  friendly,  others  were, 
on  this  very  account,  fo  much  the  more  ready  to  treat  them  as 
foes.  Their  camels  became  weary :  their  water  and  other  provifions 
began  tobe  exhauded.  They  arrived,  however;  at  length,  after 
many  perils,  and  with  infinite  fatigue,  at  the  capital  of  the  king- 
dom of  Sennaar.  Here  the  felfifh  knavery  of  a  banker,  on 
whom  our  traveller  had  an  order  for  a  fupply  of  money,  which 
he  declined  to  pay,  reduced  Bruce  to  the  neccflity  of  difpofmg 
of  the  greater  part  of  a  golden  chain  of  an  hundred  and  eighty 
links,  which  had  been  bedowed  upon  him  #y  the  monarch  of 
Abyilinia,  as  an  honourable  reward  for  his  gallant  behaviour  in  a 
pitched  battle.  After  various  delays,  difficulties,  and  lucky 
efcapes  from  robbery  and  aflaffi nation,  having  the  good  fortune 
to  be  protcded  by  the  authority  of  the  chief  miniftcr,  Bruce  was, 

at 
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at  length,  enabled  to  take  his  departure  from  Sennaar,  with  a 
due  fiipply  of  camels,  water,  and  meal  of  millet  feed,  for  the  con* 
tinuation  of  his  journey  through  the  dcfart. 

He  had  ftill  greater  difificulties  to  encounter  before  he  could 
reach  the  confines  of  Egypt-  They  travelled  in  conlbnt  dread 
of  being  fuddenly  intercepted  or  overtaken  by  fome  wandering 
Arabs,  who  lyould  rob  and  then  leave  them  to  peri(h  in 
the  defolate  wildernefs.  Their  water  alfo  began  to  be  exhaufted^ 
thei(^  camels  to  turn  lame,  and  their  own  (Irength  to  dimini(b» 
Their  feet  wer^  excruciatingly  lacerated  and  fwoUen ;  and  ftiil 
they  were  fer,  far  diilant  from  the  cheering  comforts  of-hof* 
pttality.  One  evening  had  almoft  completed  their  misfortunes. 
They  had  halted  by  a  well,  which  they  were  inexpreffibly  glad 
to  have  reached  ;  an  Arab  family,  unfeen  by  them,  pafled  the 
night  near  the  fame  fpot ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  lucky 
vigilance  of  Bruce,  their  camek  would  have  been  ftolen,  and 
they  themfelves  left  to  inevitable  death.     Difcovering  the  mif- 

chief  foon  enough  to"^  prevent  it,  they  compelled  the  thief  to 
return  with  them  as  a  gutde^ 

As  they  proceeded,  the  terrors  of  nature  were  continually  re- 
newed before  them,  in  forms  more  menacing  and  more  awfully 
fublime.  The  direful  Simoon,  whofe  blaft  is  death,  regtiAedly 
overtook  them ;  and  had  they  pot,  though  with  infinite  difficulty, 
avoided  inhaling  its  poifonous  breath,  they  muft  have  inlhmtly 
periflied  by  the  infpiration.  Gigantic  columns  of  fand,  blazing 
with  the  colours  of  flame,  were  feen  to  ftart  fuddenly  up  in 
lanks  before  or  behind,  and  to  approach  with  rapid  and  tremen* 
dous  movements,  as  if  to  overwhelm  them.  Even  their  camels, 
animals  which  feem  to  have  been  fpecially  deftined  by  Divine 
Providence  to  enable  men  to  traverfe  thofe  vafl  and  barren  dc- 
farts,  without  them  inacceffible ;  even  thefe  patient  and  hanly 
creatures,  being  at  laft  overcome  with  the  fatigue  of  fo  long  a 
journey,  funk  un(kr  their  burdens,  groaned,  and  expired.  Their 
baggage  was  now  deftined  to  be  left  behind  them  ;  and  Bruce, 
when  he  iaw  himfelf  obliged  to  relinquifli  his  journals,  his  draw- 
ings, his  coUeflion  of  fpecimens,  his  precious  iEthiopic  manu- 
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fcrjpts,  every  memorial  that  could  demonftrate  f6  the  European 
'  world  that  he  had,  indeed,  travelled  into  Abyffinia,  and  pene- 
trated to  the  fources  of  the  Nile,  doubted  whether,  after  thefe 
had  been  caft  away,  even  life  itfelf  were  worthy  of  a  further 
ftruggle  to  prefcrve  it. 

With  difficulty  they  crept  on  yet  a  little  furthcf;  and  ftill 
the  way  feemed  to  lengthen  before  them,  while  defire  was,  every 
moment,,  at  once  anticipating  its  end,  and  extending  the  paces, 
as  they  paffcd,  into  miles.  At  laft  various  indications  began  to- 
prove  that  they  had  reached  the  verge  of  the  defart.  A  Turkiih 
village  at  length  appeared  in  view.  Tpi^is  they  reached ;  were 
there  hofpitably  received;  procured  perfons  to  go  iiito  the  wil- 
dernefs  in  fearch  of  their  baggage;  recovered  it;  and  then 
refie(hed  and  folaccd  themfelves  at  their  eafe^ 

Mr.  Bruce,  having  thus  accomplifljed  the  obje£l  of  his'adven- 
turous  journey  into  Abyffinia,  and  happily  furmomnted  the  tre- 
mendous perils  of  a  return  through  the  defart  of  Sennaar,  now 
proceeded  gaily  down  the  Nile  to  Cairo.  Wherever  he  came, 
the  dignified  prudence  and  intrepidity  of  his  charaSer,"  over-^ 
awing  the  rapacious  and  di(honeft,  inclined  the  humble  and  the 
good  to  apply  to  him,  as  a  potent  and  bene&cent  proteftor.  An 
ad  of  kindnefs  to  one  of  the  officers  of  Mohammed-Bey^  who 
had  by  this  time  fupplanted  Ali-Bey  in  the  adminiflration  of  the 
Egyptian  government,  proved  the  occafion  of  introducing 
Bruce  to  that  ruler  with  advantages  which  made  the  bey  willing 
to  gratify  him  witli  almoft  any  favour.  On  this  occafion  he 
was  not  unmindful  of  the  commercial  interefts  of  his  country- 
Grateful  for  the  favotirs  he  had  received  from  the  fervants  of  the 
Britifli  Eaft  India  company  at  Jidda,  he  procured  from  Moham- 
med-rBcy  a  firman,  or  letters  patent,  authorizing  the  Englifh  to 
tranfmit  their  merchandize  thither  on  the  payment  of  more 
moderate  duties  than  had  ever  before  been  exadied  from  theni^ 
in  any  port  of  the  Red  fea. 

This  was  Bruce's  laft  remarkable  tranfacSbion  with  the  great 
men  of  the  Eaft.  He  foon  after  failed  from  Alexandria,  and 
arrived  fafc  in  Europe. 

(lis  countrymeni  thofe  in  particular  who  had  hoped  to  do  ho* 
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iwnr  to  themfclves  and  their  fovcrdgn's  tcign,  by  encouraging  thi» 
expedition;  men  of  learned  curiofity  throughout  all  Europe; 
Tcceivcd.Brucc,  at  his  return  from  thofe  regions  till  now  unex- 
plored, with  an  eager  admiration  and  applaufe,  by  which,  to  a 
mind  like  his,  all  his  toils  and  perils  feemed  to  be  well  re- 
paid. Schoolboys  and  the  vulgar  might  wonder  to  hear  of  the 
difcovcry  of  the  fources  of  the  Nile ;  but  philofopheis  were 
much  more  gratified  by  the  information,  that  in  approaching 
them  he  had  made  obfervations  which  would  enlarge  and  correA 
our  knowledge  of  the  charafter  of  barbarous  life.  None  of  the 
congratulations  which  awaited  his  return  were  more  grateful 
to  his  heart  than  that  of  the  great  French  naturalift  the  count 
DeBuffbn,  who(e  ftudies  qualified  him  to  judge  of  the  import- 
ance and  authenticity  of  Bruce's  difcoveries;  who  confulted 
him  with  the  veneration  of  a  difciple,  and  became  the  glad  har* 
binger  of  his  fame* 

At  the  Britifti  court  the  African  traveller's  firft  reception  w« 
fufficiently  flattering.  His  drawings  were  accepted  to  enrich 
the  colIe<Stion  of  his^  fovereign ;  and  he  was  in  return  preiented 
with  the  film  of  two  thoufand  pounds.  Proud  of  his  adven- 
tures and  difcoveries,  and  pl^afed  w.ith  the  refpe<St  and  ad- 
miration which  they  attra£ted,  Bruce,  for  a  time,  aban- 
doned himfelf  to  exuhatton  ;  and  hoped  that  a  character,  tried 
in  an  enterprise  fo  perilous  and  fplendid,  would  not  fail  to  be 
employecl  by  a  difcerning  king  and  minidry  in  fome  of  the 
moft  honourable  offices  his  country  could  bedow. 

But  he  was  loon  to  experience  the  moft  bitter  difappolnt- 
ment.  Sufpicions  were  invidioofly  fuggefted  that  his  drawings 
were  too  exquifitcly  fioe  to  have  been  executed,  as  he  pretended, 
by  his  own  pencil.  He  was  alio  unfortunate  in  not  knowing  to 
make  due  conceffions,  in  his  accounts  of  what  he  had  feen  and 
achieved-,  to  the  incredulity  of  ignorance  ♦♦♦*«* 

This  (pirit  of  invidious  detraction  from  merit,  which,  though 
not  free  from  an  alloy  of  human  imperfedlions,  was,  however, 
eminently  excellent,  failed  not  to  imprefs  the  mind  of  Bruce 
With  a  number  of  thofe  indignant  fenfations  which  it  is  na- 
turajk  for  genius  and  virtue  to  feel  whenever  tlieir  hopes  and 
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efforts  are  difappdiotisd  by  the  oppofition  of  onwortliy  arts.  ITe 
difdainied  to  contend  with  the  incredulity  o£  prejudice  and  igno- 
rance. He  would  not  meanly  folicit  that  official  employment 
to  which  he  thought  that  his  diftingui(hed  abilities  and  expe* 
rience  might,  without  other  aid,  fuflkiently  recommend  him. 

He  now  retired  from  public  life,  to  a  refidence  on  his  patri- 
monial eflate.  A  lovely  woman,  perhaps  not  without  (bme* 
thing  of  the  partiality  of  a^  Defdemona,  liftencd  to  his  vows, 
and  became,  the  wife  of  his  afFe^iions.  Children  blefled  their 
mamage^d.  The  duties  and  amufements  of  a  country  gen* 
ticman ;  the  philofopliical  in^£lion  of  nature  and  of  ruftic 
life;  the  invaluable  refources  of  a  well  furnidied  library;  the 
recolle<3ion  of  all  that  he  had  obferved,  and  meditated^  and 
fufiered,  in  his  travels ;  were  fufficient  to  hinder  even  his  vi- 
gorous and  a6live  mind  from  languifhing  in  retirement* 

But  unfortunately  hjs  domeftic  happinefs  was  foon  inter- 
rupted by  the  premature  deceafe  of  his  wife  in  the  very  bloom 
of  youth  and  beauty.  His  fortitude  wasalmoft  overpowered  by 
the  lo&.  He  mourned  her  death,  for  a  while,  in  that  deep^ 
unutterable  anguiih  which  refufes  conlblation ;  honoured  her 
memory  by  the  ereAion  of  a  noble  funeral  monument;  then 
fummoned  up  the  energies  of  his  mind,  returned  to  the  duties 
of  life,  and  endeavoured  to  foothe  bis  forrow  by  tlie  education 
of  her  children. 

In  the  mean  time  the  public  was  greatly  diflatisfied  with  his 
delay  to  produce  a  complete  narrative  of  his  travels.  His  friends 
dreaded  left  he  ihould  procraftlnate  a  publication  >  which  diey 
anxioufly  longed  to  obtain,  till,  perhaps,  his  death  might  for 
ever  fruftrate  his  uivccrtain  intentions'of  giving  it  to  the  world. 
His  enemies  maliciouily  attributed  the  delay  to  his  confcioufnefs 
of  die  impofture  and  falfehood  of  his  prctenfions.  The  lively 
De  Tgtt,  returning  into  Europe  from  Turkey  and  TartarV^ 
pretended  to  have  received,  from  the  very  fervant  who  had  at- 
tended Mr.  Bruce  into  Abylfinia,  att  account  of  the  Scottilh 
traveller's  adventures  in  that  country,  which  wSs  diiedUy  con- 
tradiflory  of  that  which  Bruce  himfelf  had  given  out.  Al- 
though the  honourable  Daines  Barrington,  in  a  very  ingenious 
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paper,  reflitcd  the  calumny  of  De  Tott ;  and  though  all  the 
friends  of  Brac^e  were  ready  to  rife  up,  with  indignation,  againft 
this  impeachment  of  his  veracity  ;  yet  nothing  lefs  than  the 
publication  of  the  long-expe&ed  narrative,  by  the  traveller  him- 
felf,  would  ilow  fatisfy  the  fufpicions  and  demands  of  the  pub- 
lic. Other  French  adventurers  befide  De  Tot^,  in  particular 
Savary,  more  remarkable  for  glowing  ardour  of  imagination, 
and  enthufiaftic  fenfibility,  than  profundity  and  accuracy  of  eru* 
dition,  or  for  phtlofophical  penetration  and  comprehenfion  of 
mind;  and  Volney,  bold,  ardent,  fcientific,  combining,  in  the 
charaftcr  of  his  genius,  a  keen  inventive  energy  of  judgment* 
with  rare  fublimity  of  imagination ;  prefented  to  the  world  book« . 
of  their  travels  into  fome  of  thofe  very  countries  which  Bruce 
had  vifited;  excited,  throughout  Europe,  an  aftoniihing  de- 
gree of  eagemefs  about  every  thing  relative,  to  the  Eaft; 
anticipated  the  Britiih  traveller  in  the  communication  of  not  a 
few  of  the  mod  interefting  fa£b  which  he  had  to  relate;  and,  by 
the  faccefs  of  their  labours,  partly  encouraged  his  hopes,  partly 
provoked  his  emulation  ;  fo  that  be  was,  at  length,  induced  to 
prepare  his  journals  for  immediate  publication. 

The  talk  Was,  after  all  that  he  had  formerly  done,  ftill  a  diffi-. 
cult  one.  His  afironomical  obfervations  were  to  be  revifed  and 
verified.  It  was  neceflkry  for  him  once  more  to  ranfack  the 
depths  of  Grecian  and  Oriental  eruditbn,  in  order  to  difcover 
the  difagreement  or  coincidence  between  what  the  Jews,  Arabs, 
and  Greeks,  had  recorded,  and  that  which  he  himfelf  had  ob- 
ierved,  concerning  Abyffinia  and  the  other  countries  of  the  Eaft. 
His  journals  were  to  be  wrought  into  a  regular  continuous  nar« 
native.  His  obfervations  on  fubje^s  of  natural  biftory  were  to 
be  carefully  compared  with  the  fcientific  elements  of  this  branch 
of  knowledge ;  and  were,  if  poflible^  to  be  accommodated,  m 
his  account^  to  the  technical  phrafeology  of  naturalifts.  The 
beauty  of  arrangement,  the  propriety  and  the  graces  of  ftyle, 
with  all  thofe  delicacies  of  compofition  which,  without  long 
pradice,  even  tafte  and  genius  are  rarely  able  to  difplay,  were 
U>  be  attempted  by  a  ^an  w[ho,  though  no  mean  judge  of  elc« 
t        .  L  gance» 
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gance,  had  long  been  more  attentive  to  the  matter  dian  to  the 
manner  of  whatever  h^  wrote  or  read. 

A  confiderable  period  therefore  was  neceflarily  fpent  in  reviiing 
his  journals,  and  improving  their  form.  A  young  man  of  the  name 
of  Fennell,  then  an  a£^  on  the  Edinburgh  ftage^  and  who  has 
fince  acquired  fome  diftindUon  as  a  reader  of  lectures  on  elocu- 
tion in  PhiladAphia,  was  employed  as  his  amanuenAs ;  perhaps 
not  without  being  allowed  to  fugged  fome  occafional  correAions 
of  the  ftyle.  When  ready  for  the  prefe,  the  work  was  carried 
to  Edinburgh ;  and,  at  the  author's  own  expence,  beautifully 
and  corre&ly  printed  in  the  houfe  of  Sibbald,  a  man  of  eminence 
in  h'ts  profeffion. 

Tlic  king  willingly  permitted  Cuch  pf  Mr,  Bnice's  drawings 
as  had  been  placed  in  the  royal  colIe£lion  to  be  copied  on  this 
cccafion ;  and  it  is  faid,  tliat  the  engravings  were  executed  at 
bis  majcfty's  expense. 

I  have  heard  Mr.  Bruce  himfelf  relatCf  that  the  queea  con- 
defcended  to  expreis  a  folicitude  about  the  time  of  the  publica- 
tion of  his  work ;  that  his  details  of  the  Abyffinian  manners 
might  be  written  with  fuch  delicacy  of  thought  and  ezprefilony 
as  to  lender  a  book,  that  promifed  fo  much  inftru£tive  amufe- 
ment,  not  improper  to  be  perufed'by'thc  princeficsr  When  it 
was  ready  for  publication,  Mefirs.  Robinfons,  of  Patemoftcr- 
rowy  became  the  purchafers;  not  of  the  copy-right,  but  of  the 
whole  firft  edition. 

Although  the  work  conflfted  of  five  volumes  io  quarto,  yet  it 
experienced  a  very  rapid  fate  \  and  in  France  a  tranibti0n  of  it 
was  executed  with  a  degree  of  bade  which  almoft  anticipated 
the  circulation,  of  the  original.     Mr.  Bruce  himfdf,  fitvooriog  \ 
the  undertaking  of  the  French  ttanflator,  was  pleatbd  to  enridh. ' 
his  book  by  the  communication  of  (bme  fii^  which  refpc£l  for 
the  delicacy  of  the  Britiibfair  had  withheld  him  from  publiihiog: 
in  EnglifliV  hut  concerning  which  he  belibved  dut  the  literary  ^ 
ladies  of  France  would  not  be  fo  fcrupulous. 

Magazines,  reviews,   and  periodical  publications  of  all  kinds^ 

in  Britain,  in  Ireland,  in  America^  in  the  firitiih  ioaixikxA  ioi 
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India,  and  among  the  enlightened  nations  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  \Vtre  filled  for  a  time  with  abftra£h  from  this  njo*-* 
hitive. 

All  owned  that  they  found  in  the  \voi;ks  of  Bruce  much  to 
warm  the  imagination,  much  that  deeply  touched  the  dear^ft 
fenfibllities  of  the  heart.  If  his  erudition  were  often  more 
oftentatious  than  correft ;  if  his  philofophy  were,  fometimes 
fitppant  and  fuperficial ;  if  his  aftronomical  fa£b  occafionally 
excited  againft  him  the  fufpicion  of  both  ignorance  and  impof- 
bre  ;  yet  the  whole  train  of  his  narrative  carried  with  it  ail 
intrinfic  evidence  incapable  of  being  counterfeited,  and,  like 
the  writings  of  the  holy  evangeliils,  appeared  to  demonftrate 
that,  in  fpite  of  every  inferior  matter  of  objeftion,  its  general 
tenor  could  not  poflibly  be  falTe*  His  (lyle  might  be,  on  meaner 
occafions,  rugged  and  ungraceful;  but,  whenever  he  was  to 
relate  the  dangers  through  which  he  had  paiTed,  to  defcribe  the 
imprefliohs  with  which  new  and  extraordinary  appearances  bad 
afieded  his  feelings,  to  paint  the  chara£ter5  of  the  barbarians  with 
whom  he  had  converfed,  or  to  repeat,  with  dramatic  efFed,  the 
ii^paffioned  dialogues  in  which  he  bad  borne  a  part,  the  ideas^ 
the  images,  the  emotions,  with  which  bis  mind  was  big,  feemed 
then  to  create  a  language  for  themfelves ;  and  his  ftyle  was  per* 
ccived  tor  aflume,  without  effort,  all  the  expreffive  energieSf 
and  all  the  endlefsly  changing  colours  of  a  Shakfpeare's. 

The  beauty  and  apparent  accuracy  of  the  engravings,  whe- 
ther maps^  charts,  or  figures,  by  which  the  narrative  was  illuf*' 
trated,  could  not.  but  add  a  confiderable  recommendation  to  the 
general  merits  of  the  w6rk.  The  whole,  taken  together,  af- 
forded indubitable  proofs,  that  Bruce  was,  afTuredly,  not  unen- 
dowed with  thofe  powers  whidi  he  pretended  to  have  exercifed 
in  the  courfe  of  his  travels. 

His  laft  vifit  to  London  occurred  during  the  publication  of 
his  travels.  He  returned  foon  after  to  Scotland ;  and  the  few 
reoiatning  years  of  his  life  were  fpcnt  either  at  Edinburgh,  or  at 
one  of  his  feats  in  the  country.  He  at  length  rcfolvcd  to  pub-' 
llfli  a  new  edition  of  his  travels  in  oflavo;  and,  in  order  to 
have  it  pritrted  un&ef  bis  own  immediate  infpeftion,  he  intended 
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to  furnrfli  a  printer  in  Falkirk  with  the  ncccflary  implements^ 
and  to  have  the  whole  executed  there  at  his  own  expence. 

To  every  criticifm  that  was  thrown  out  he  had  carefully 
attended;  and,  notwithftanding  a  doughty  arrogance^  which 
feemcd  to  enter  deeply  into  his  charaQer,  yet  was  he  pcfparing 
to  make  every  alteration  and  amendment  of  which  the  propriety 
appeared  to  have  been  at  all  evinced. 

He  anxioufly  confulted  the  Reverend  Dr.  Blair,  at  an  inter- 
view at  which  I  had  accidentally  the  honour  to  be  prefent, 
concerning  thofe  alterations  which  the  Do6lor*s  exquifite 
tafte  as  a  critic,  and  his  judgment  as  a  man  of  fagadty  and 
difcretion,  might  fqggeft  as  fit  to  be  made  for  the  improvement 
of  the  work.  That  revifion  of  his  agronomical  fa£b;  that 
corre&ion  and  poliihing  anew  of  the  ftyle ;  that  erafure  of  inde- 
licacies, whether  of  vanity  or  pbfcenity ;  that  amended  arrange- 
ment; that  more  complete  and  fatisfadtory  detail  of  Abyffinian 
manners;  which  Blair,  with  friendly  criticifm  recoiimiendedy 
Mr.  Bruce  refpeftfully  confented  to  execute. 

It  was  within  a  very  few  months  after  this  interview,  that,  as 
he  had  juft  rifen  from  entertaining  a  company  of  friends  in  his 
houfe  of  Kinnaird,  and  while  he  was  turning  round  to  conduA 
fome  of  the  ladies  from  his  drawing-room  to  their  carriage,  he 
wasfuddenly  attacked  with  an  apopleftic  fit,  and  expired  almoft 
immediately. 

It  has  been  endeavoured  to  mark  whatever  was  peculiar  ifi  the 
charafter  of  Mr.  Bruce,  in  the  particulars  of  his  life.  A  robuft 
conftitution  of  body,  great  energy  and  acutenefs  of  mind,  added 
to  a  Scotfman'if  fpirit  of  adt^enture,  appear  to  have  been  among 
his  moft  diftinguifhing  qualities  at  the  time  he  fet  out  upon  his 
African  travels. 

It  was,  perhaps,  a  fchoolboy  fancy,  that  Ca&fer  was  thcgrcatcft 
hero  of  antiquity  ;  and  that  whofoever  ihould  explore  the  fources 
of  the  Nile  would  be  greater  than  Caefar  ;  which  firll  infpired 
him  with  the  paflion  for  his  journey  into  Abyflinia. 

During  his  long  intercourie  with  barbarians  and  favages,  it 
was  exceedingly  natural  that  he  fhould  contradl  an  arrogante,  an 
overweening  notion  of  the  fuperiority  of  his  own  knowiedga 
and  perfonal  qualities,  and,  perhaps,  alio  a  tin&ure  of  the  iraf- 
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cible  pafiionSy  which  might' prove  fomewhat  offen^ve  whea 
be  returned  to  the  fcenes  of  poliih/cd  life.  HU  lofty  difdain  of 
thofe  who  dared  to  throw  out  fufpicions  againft  his  veracity, 
kept  him,  for  a  number  of  years,  in  a  fort  of  fullen  retirement 
from  all  but  a  fele£t  fociety  of  friends. 

Among  thofe  friends,  whenever  he  chofe  to  throw  a(ide  the 
bear-Jkluy  no  man  could  be  more  courteous  and  polite  than  he. 
In  his  gallantry  towards  th&4iuoaIe  fex,  there  was  a  delicacy,  a 
devotednefs,  an  inceflarft  yet  not  troublefomely  officious  vigi- 
lance of  attention,  w^ich  could  not  but  prove  exceedingly  flat- 
tering. To  compare,  on  fuch  occafions,  his  courteous  man- 
ners, and  elegance  of  converfation,  widi  his  tall,  mufcular^ 
athletic  form,  it  might  feem  that  the  frame  9f  the  Tyrrel  of 
the  pbilofophtcal  novelift  was  here  animated  by  the  fpirit  of  bis 
Falkland. 

He  was  very  fortunate  in  the  defenders  whom  he  found  to 
protefl  his  fame.  To  be  vindicated  by  fuch  men  as  Sir  Wil- 
liam Jonesic  the  honourable  Daines  Barringtoii,  and  fiuffon,one 
would  almoft  wifh  to  be  accufed  by  thofe  by  whom  the  veracit/ 
of  Bruce  had  been  impeached.  He  was  a  kind,  nay  doting, 
huftand ;  a  prudent  and  affefiionate  father ;  and  a  friend  who 
knew  how  to  attach  his  friends  to  himfelf.  In  fhort,  his  mind 
was  greatly  above  any  thing  like  that  falfebood  of  which  hm 
had  been  accufed ;  for  the  veracity  of  Pfalmanazar  was  not  mora 
inviolably  facred,  in  his  old  age,  than  thiit  of  Mr.  Bruce  fiecms 
to  have  been  at  all  times  of  his  life* 

R.H. 
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^  TUK  MISBS.  OF  HAkS.OW  .Wlf^AL  CQM^OK.'' 

An  infatiablc  thirft  after  wealth,  Tq  juftly  denominated 
<«  awor  fceieratus  habendt^^^  by  a  poet  of  the  Auguftan  age,  is 
onlj  known  m  what  is  termed  a  high  Jlt^  of  twtiksation.  In 
the  infancy  of  focicty  man  is  content  with  what  natort  ftfcVf 
ftipplics  :— 

"  Jffa  quoqueimmimis  rajir^t  intada^  mc  ullU 

**  S^aucia  votruribus^  pf^fi  dabat  omnia  tellus* 

'*  ConUntifue  cibis  nullo  cogente  creaiis^ 

•*  Arbuteos  fcetus^''   islc.  MfiT.  13,  U 

^*  The  teeming  earth,  yet  guiltlefs  of  the  pldugh, 
**  And  unprovoli'd,  did  fruitful  ftores  allow : 

^  *  •  ■ 

**  Content  with  food,  which  nature  freely  brcdf 

•*  On  wildings,  and  on  ftrawberries  they  fed; 

**  Cornels  and  bramble-berries  gave  the  reft, 

<'  An4  falling  acorns  furniftiM  out  a  feaft. 

<*  The  flow'rs  ufifown,"  &c.  Deyden's  Tranf. 

6ut  it  is  not  only  during  the  idesd  "  golden  age,"  that  this 
paffion  is  extin£k ;  we  find  little  or  no  veffige  of  it  even  a'mong 
the  unpoliflied  tribes  contemporary  with  ourfdves.  True  it  is, 
that  a  property  exifts  in  t)ie  carcafes  and  ikins'of  the  wild  beads 
deftroyed  for  fubfiftence,  and'  the  arms  made  ufc  of  for  defence  ; 
thcfe,  indeed,  conftitute  all  their  wealth.  But  who  ever  heard 
of  a  Laplander  hoarding  his  fuperfluous  train  oil?  of  a  native 
of  Karofchatka  burying  the  furs  of  the  fea  otter  ?  or  a  Chcro- 
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kce  chief  contemplating  with  fullen  delight  thofc  dreadful,  but 
to  him  ufcful,  weapons,  his  tomahawk  and  hi$  fcalping  knife  ? 

Avarice>  that  whimficfal  and  csipricious  ftimulus;  that  only 
paffion  which  gathers  ftrength  with  age,  and  ftill  perfecutes  when 
all  others  have  ceafed  to  torment  as ;  is  the  vice,  then,  of  man 
not  in  a  favagc  but  a  civilized  (late. 

A  luxurious  Roman,  in  the  times  of  the  emperors,  pined  after 
the  wealth  he  had  fpent  in  inglorious  debauchery,  and  aflually 
put  an  end  to  his  exiftence,  becaufe  he  had  ho  more  than  fifteen 
or  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  of  our  money,  remaining  out  of  his 
immenfe  fertuniB.  In  bur  own  days>  a  knight*  of  the  fhire  in  a 
late  parliament,  who  pofTeiTed  property  worth  near  half  a  million, 
was  accuftomed  to  puHi  his  horfe  acrofs  ploughed  fields,  and  dine 
upon  hard  eggs,  to  efcape  the  ruinous  expence  incidental  to  turn- 
pikes and  taverns ;  and  this  fame  legiflator,  who*  would  play  a 
rubber  at  vvhilV  for  a  couple  of  hundred  guineas,  walked  home 
on  foot  every  night  from  the  gaming  houfe,  to  fave  a  ihillino^ 
for  a  hackney  coach  ! 

We  have  had  many  pther  fingular  examples  of  this  mania  (for 
fo  it  may  be  juftly  termed)  in  ftijl  more  recent  times.  Scheven, 
a  rich  banker  of  Hamburgh,  who  died  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
yearf,  is  laid  to  have  denied  himfelf  not  only  the  comforts,  but 
even  the  ncccflafics  of  life  ;  and,  among  other  inflances  of 
penurioufnefs,  we  learn,  that,  after  a  faithful  ferviceof  fevcnteen 
years,  he  called  in  the  aid  of  a  German  tailor,  for  the  purpofe  of 
attempting  to  turn  bis  coat!  In  our  own  country,  and  in  (ne 
immediate  vicinage  of  the  metropolis  J,  a  bachelor  §  of  more  than 
eighty  years  of  age,  liftening  at  length  to  the  perhaps  gratuitous 
advice  of  a  pbyfician,  determined  to  treat  himfelf  with  a  bottle  of  his 
own  wine ;  but  this  firft  fit  of  e^^travagance  aftually  proved  mor* 
tal,for,  as  he  never  trufted  any  body  with  a  key,  in  cpnfequence 
•f  removing  from  a  warm  bed  to  a  damp  cellar,  he  brought  on  a 

*  Mr.  Elwet.  ^  In  January  1798.  %  At  Kenttfli  Town, 

\  Mifers  are  gcoerally  bachelon.  Thii  circiimftancc  undoubtedly  origmatea  In  a 
pecnfiar  fpecies  of  eettamy  \  for,  poflefling  the  faculty  of  letention  in  an  eminent  de« 
gree,  tb^y  feem  arcrlc  to  the  idea  of  even  fqvaaderiog  away  their  afiEi'mt  / 

L  4  ihivcnng 
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/liivering  fir»  which  being  fuddenly  followed  bjran  apoplexy,  the 
niifer  is  faid  to  have  expired  on  the  fpot  I 

Daniel  Dancer  was  bom  in  171^;  in  thi  hamlet  of  Weal»  in 
the  neighb5urhood  of  Harrow*  He  was  defcended  from  a  re* 
fpeftable  yeoman's  family  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  and  his 
grandfather  appears  to  have  been  fettled  at  Buiby,  i^ear  Watford, 
where  he  followed  the  profitable  occupations  of  mealman  and 
maltfter.  His  father,  who  redded  at  Stone  Caufeway,  on  Har- 
row Weal  common,  poiT^ed  confideraMe  property  in  land, 
which  he  farmed  himfelf :  he  had  four  children,  three  fons  and 
a  daughter;  and  on  his  death,  in  1736,  his  eldeft  fon  Daniel  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  eftate. 

It  has  fomewhere  been  ailerted,  that  there  never  vet  were  throe 
fucceflivc  generations  of  mifers ;  the  Dancers,  however,  form  a 
fpecial  exception  to  this  rule,  for  it  is  an  undoubted  fa£l,  that  the 
'  grandfather,  the  father,  and  all  the  children,  were  ftridlly  entitled 
to  this  appellation  !  Their  charadlers,  however,  were  of  a  pe^ 
culiar  cad ;  for  it  was  the  ambition  and  the  occupation  of  their 
lives,  not  to  accumulate  for  the  fake  of  their  ofisprtng,  or  rela- 
tives, or  pollerity,  or  themfelves,  but  from  the  fame  principle 
that  the  magpie  is  (aid  to  fteal  gold — ^merely  for  the  pleafure  of 
hiding  it ! 

The  contemporaries  of  the  grandfather  are  now  no  more,  and 
but  few  traditional  anecdotes  have  been  handed  down  concerning 
him.  ]3ut  Daniel  was  fatisfied  that  his  father  had  concealed 
money  to  the  amount  of  more  than  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
pounds  in  the  premifes  occupied  by  him,  and  this  occaGoned  no 
little  uneaiinefs  ;  but  it  did  not  proceed  from  the  fear  of  its  not 
being  difcovered,  but  from  the  dread  left  his  brothers  might  find  it, 
and  not  deliver  it  to  him.  This  rendered  him  cautious  of  mention- 
ing his  fufpicions ;  and  it  was  full  two  years  before  any  part  of  it 
was  found.  At  length,  on  removing  an  old  gate,  about  two 
hundred  pounds  in  gold  and  bank  notes,  wl/ich  had  been  con- 
cealed  between  two  pewter  di flies  under  one  of  the  pods,  were 
fortunately  difenterred.     The  reft  was  never  heard  of. 

It  was  in  the  paternal  mandon  at  Aftmifs,  at  Caufeway-gate, 
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en  Harrow  We^  common^  that  Daniel  was  doomed  by  the  fates 
to  fpend  the  whole  of  bis  life,  which  feems  to  have  been  one  un- 
interrupted dreary  blank.  His  wretched  *  habitation  was  fur* 
rounded  by  about  eighty  acres  of  his  own  rich  meadow  land*  with 
feme  of  the  fineft  oak  timber  in  the  kingdom  upon  it ;  and  he  pofr 
kScdzn  adjoining  form,  called  Waldos,  the  whole  of  the  annual 
val  ue  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annum,  if  properly 
cultivated.  But  cultivation  was  expeniive,  and  fo  Daniel  per-* 
mitted  grafs  only  to  grow  there ;  indeed,  in  fo  negle£fced  a  flate 
was  th^  place  for  many  years,  that  the.  houfe  was  entirely  fur- 
rounded  by  trees,  the  fields  choaked  up  with  underwood,  and 
the  hedges  of  fuch  an  amazing  height  as  wholly  to  exclude  tb« 
profpe£t  of  mankind,  a.nd  create  a  dreary  gloom  all  around. 

*  I  have  been  Jong  deHrous  to  fee  the  houfe  poflefled  by  Daniel  Dancer,  but  new 
conld  gratify  my  curiolity.  I  hvfe,  howe?er,been  aHurecl,  that  it  exhibited  a  com* 
plete  piOure  0/  mifery^and  defolation.  Among  other  odd  circumftances,  I  was  told, 
that  a  tree  bad  adually  poflied  its  top  through  the  roof,  and  contributed  nqt  a  Httle, 
by  means  of  its  btancbee,  to  iheltcr  the  wretthed  inhabitants  from  the  incledaency 
of  the  woather. 

The  following  lines,  by  Pope,  are,  I  am  weU  alTured,  equally  chaiadkriAic  of  this 
old  man  and  his  habitation : 

"  What  tho'  (the  nfe  of  barVrous  fpits  forgot), 
**  His  lutc^ien  vy*d  in  coobiefs  with  his  groc  ? 
*'  His  court  with  nettles,  moats  with  creifes  i^r*df 
**  With  roups  unbought,  and  faJIads,  blefsM  his  board  f 

".If  Cotta  liT*d  on  pulfe,  it  was  no  moie 
'<  Than  Brahmins,  faints,  and  fages,  did  before : 
**  To  cram  the  rich  was  prodigal  expence, 
^'  And  who  would  take  the  pgor  from  Providence  ? 

•«  Like  Tome  old  Chartreux  ftands  the  good  old  hall, 
'<  Silence  without,  and  faAs  wi^in  the  wall ; 
**  No  raptar*d  roofs  with  dance  and  ubor  found, 
**  No  noontide  bell  inyttes  the  country  round } 
<*  Tenants  with  iighs  the  fmokelefs  tow*rs  furvey,     ' 
''  And  torn  th*  unwilling  fteeds  another  way ; 
<<* Benighted  wanderers  the  foreft  o*er 
''  Curre  the  fav*d  candle  and  unop*ning  door 5 
*<  While  the  gaont  mailiff,  growling  at  the  gate, 
**  A^rights  the  beggar^  whom  he  loogt  to  e^t/' 

Tbij 
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This  wai  enflly  whit  was  wanted  if  Ac  foUfary  pothSBsTf 
for  he  apfufears  tty  have  Jed  the  life  of  a  hermit  during  more  thai| 
half  aeentury,  and  ta  hai^  been  as  niiidi  unocqaainccd  with, 
and  u/iknoam  m,  i^  w<M4d,  although  refilling  withifi  eight  or 
nine  miks  of  the  cipitaly  as  if  he  bad  been  the  inhabitant  of  z 
deicrt.  |lis  pnndpal,  ani,  indecsd*  only  dealing  wiih  nrankiBd, 
afoTe  from  die  fade  of  his.  hay ;  and  he  was  firidom  accofted  by 
any  body»  except  when  he  wandered  about  the  coninipn  to  picl( 
op  a  firay  loc)c  of  wool,  ooUefl:  the  dung  of  flie^  under  the 
he%e8,  or  trudged  filong  tt^e  road  in  ^arch  of  paper,  0I4  imch  Cf 
caft  hc^HNHioes. 

fft  wcakh  was  thus  prodtrftive  of  no  other  enjoyment  thaij 
the  fordid  and  unavaHiilg  One  arifing  from  the  contemplation  of 
riches  which  he  did  not  dare  to  enjoy.  On  the  contrary,  it 
feemed  to  carry  a  curfe  alon^  with  it,  and  to  engender  a  variety  qf 
calamities  to  the  wretched  poSeiTor.  As  he  lived  entirely  alone, 
aft(ar  the  death  of  bis  fifter,  for  he  ppvid  npver  prevail  upon  hinir 
ielftobe  3^  the  expttuecf  a  wife,  the  temptati<^n  to  rob  the 
old  mifer  proycd  irrefiftible  to  thofe  who  lived  by  rapine ;  in- 
deed, there  is  fome  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  they  contemplated  the 
plunder  pf  a  fnan  of  his  penurious  difpofition  wjth  but  little 
compun(5lion  pr  remorfe :  his  avarice,  if  not  an  excvfe  for,  af 
lead  feemed  an  alleviation  of,  the  crime.  He  was  accordingly 
robbed  frequently,  and,  if  report  be  true-<^for  this  was  a  fubjc^ 
pa  which  he  did  not  choofc  to  enlarge — to  a  very  confiderabl^ 
amount.  He,  however,  once  confeflfed,  with  tears  in  >hrs  eyes, 
^o  his  niece,  who  had  Teen  whole  and  half-pecks  of  halfpence  oq 
his  ftaircafe,  that  **  all— all  was  gone  I" 

On  thefe  pcc^fiQns  it  was  cudomary  wjth  the  houfebreakeni 
to  terrify  him  into  a  difcoyery  of  his  more  valuable  ptoper^jr ;  and 
they  are  faid  to  have  a^ually  fufpende4  him  by  the  neck  fcveral 
fimes  before  they  could  eitort  a  ^nfeffipp  where  it  vvas  depq- 
^ted. 

At  length  Daniel  befhought  hinifelf  of  a  mode  of  preventing 
their  vifits,  and  puniihing  their  temerity*  After  faftening  ht^ 
rotten  door  on  the  infide,  in  die  beft  manVier  pof&b'e,  he  deter- 
mined never  to  enter  thf  hpule  again  tl^rough  that  aperture. 

Accord* 


Accordiogify  be  procured  a  ihort  ladder,  always  afeended  1>y  itg 
means,  and,  puliing  it  in  ^fter  him,  took>refuge  in  his  mHerable 
apar^meni,  where  he  literally  refembled  Robinibn  Crofoe  ihot 
up  in  his  Uttie  garrifpn. 

But  not  deeming  this  faflkient,  he  aAuatly  dtig  a  hole,  or 
^hat  military  men  tefm  a  trou  diioup^  before  the  entrance,  whicii 
he  covered  over  virith  looTe  ftraw  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  fecufv 
the  principal  affrqaci}  Rewards  bis  caftie,  and  entrap  any  iocautibos 
fdSailant,  vho  might  havjB  the  temerity  to  invade  his  darling 
property.  After  exhibiting  this  fpeciinen  of  bk  talents  as  an  en* 
^ineer,  (he  moderp  Midas  feems  to  have  flept  in  fafety  aoiidft 
bis  gold*. 

His  fi(l.er,  who  lived  along  with  hifn  for  many  yean,  at 
length  died,  apd  left  a  confi4erabie  fum  of  money  behind  her, 
which  went  towarid^  the  incn^fe  of  hi$  wealth,  and  ferved  rather 
^o  flimulate  than  diminiih  his  avaricp.  About  this  time  com* 
menced  bis  acquaintance  \vith  the  Tci;iipc^  family^  which,  while 
^  jbothed  bis  pride,  alleviated  the  ibfferings  and  (prrow^  of  his 
declining  age*  X^y  Tempeilf,  who  happened  to  hye  \a  his 
peigbbpurhopd,  compaffionating  the  fituation  pf  Mils  Dancei^ 
took  her  into  herhoufe  during  her  laft  illneik,  and  treated  her 
with  uncommon  kindnefs.  But  thp  difeafe,  which,  dreadful  to 
felate^  is  fupppfed  to  h^v^  proceeded  originally  from  itumhiim^ 
proved  mortal,  and  rendered  alj  ^he  gpod  old  lady^s  cafe  inefiec^ 
tual. 

Although  Daniel  never  evinced  any  afieflipn  Ux  his  {Ifter,  fad 
determined  to  bury  h<r  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fhould  not  difgracc 
the  family.  He  accordingly  cpntra<5led  with  an  undertaker,  who 
agreed  to  take  timber  in  return  for  a  coffin,  as  Mr.  Dancer  had 
po  idea  of  ufing  the  precious  metals  as  a  vehicle  of  exchange :  he, 
however,  could  not  be  prevaile(|  upon  to  pf^rchafe  proper  mourn- 

*  When  hard  pu^ed»  he  Is  faid  to  ha^e  taken  refuge  tn  a  well  in  the  yard. 

■f  The  dvwager  bdy  Tenpeft,  widow  o{  Sir  Henry  T^mpeft,  of  Ton g,  in  the  covnty 
€^  York,  b«ronet,  and  mother  to  Sir  H.  Tempcft,  bart.  the  prcfent  high  iieriff  for 
thft  county  of  Hereford,  died  in  February  1795*  U<r  maiden  name  wat  Holmca: 
Ike  was  defce;idcd  from  the  family  of  Holmes  in  the  iile  of  Wight,  celebrated  dor* 
ing  the  cx^M  wars,  and  exhibited  ttncommon  abilities^  and  a  ftcady  fortitude,  on 
fariotts  trying  occalioni. 
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ing  for  himfelf ;  yet,  in  confequence  of  the , entreaty  of  his 
neighbours,  he. unbound  the  hay-bands  with  which  his  legs  were 
ufually  covered,  and  drew  on  a  fecond-hand  pair  of  black  worfted 
fiockings.  His  coat  was  of  a  whiti(h-brown  colour ;  his  waift-r 
coat  had  been  black  about  the  middle  of  the  prefent  century  ; 
and  t^e  inimediate  covering  to  his  head,  which  feemed  to  have 
been  taken  from  Mr,  Elwes^s  wiggery^  and  to  have  defcended  to 
Daniel  as  an  heir  loofHy  gave  a  grotefque  appearance  to  the  perfoa 
of  a  chief  mourner,  but  too  well  calculated  to  provoke  mirth« 
This,  indeed,  was  increafed  by  the  flipping  of  his  horfe's  girth  at 
the  place  of  burial ;  in  confequence  of  which  the  rider,  to  the 
gr^at  diveriion  of  fome  of  the  Harrow  boys  who  attended,  was 
precipitated  into  the  grave  ! 

The  latter  part  of  Daniel's  life  was,  however,  meliorated  by 
the  humanity  and  goodnature  of  his  worthy  and  refpedable 
neighbour. 

Lady  Tempeft  prefented  him  with  a  be<l,  and  at  length  afiually 
prevailed  upon  him  to  throw  away  the  fack  in  which  he  had 
flept  for  years.  Being  a  fworn  enemy  to  extravagance,  he  was 
careful  to  excefs  of  the  property  of  another.  He  could  fcarcely 
be  prevailed  upon,  it  is  faid,  to  touch  a  joint.  He  delighted  in 
fragments  and  crufts ;  and,  while  indulging  himfelf  in  thefe 
luxuries y  muttered  execrations  againft  the  devouring  gluttony  of 
modern  times. ^  He  alfo  evinced,  on  this  occafion,  a  confiderable 
portion  of  that  low  cunning  fo  common  in  illiterate  perfons ;  for 
he  pretended  to  pay  his  addrefles  to  the  cook,  in  an  honourable 
wayj  with  a  view  of  keeping  in  favour  with  her ;  and,.when  itwas 
evident  that  flie  had  difcovered  his  intentions  to  proceed  from 
what  is  termed  cupboard  love^  he  endeavoured  to  impofe  on  her 
a  fecond  time,  by  promififig  to  remember  her  in  hjs  will ! 

To  a  brother,  flill  alive,  who  keeps  flieep  on  the  fame 
common,  and  rivals  the  late  Daniel  in  penury  and  abnoft  in 
wealth,  he  always  manitbflred  the  utmofl  averfion  ;  to  his  niece, 
however,  he  once  prefented  a  guinea  on  the  birth  of  a  daughter : 
but  even  here  he  made  a  hard  bargain,  for  the  gift  was  condi- 
tional— fhe  was  either  to  name  the  child  Nancy,  after  his  mother, 
or  forfeit  the  whole  fum, 
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To  the  honour  of  Mr., Dancer,  howevery  he  poflelTed  one 
virtue*  and  that  too  not  a  very  tomroon  one  in  this  world— gra- 
titude* Accordingly,  fome  time  before  his  death,  he  made  a  will, 
and  furrendered  his  copyhold  eftates  to  the  difpofition  he  had 
made ;  the  will  and  furrender  were  both  in  favour  of  his  bene* 
fa^efi.  Lady  Tempeft. 

The  evening  before  his  death  he  dtfpafched  a  meflcngcr,  in 
whom  he  could  confide,  requefting  to  fep  her  ladyfhip ;  and,  on 
being  gratified  in  this  particular,  he  exprefled  great  fatisfiiAion. 
Finding  himfelf  a  little  better,,  his  attachment  to  the  only  thing 
he  refpcfted,  more  than  that  lady,  recurred,  and  that  too  with 
fuch  violence,  that,  although  his  hand  was  fcarcely  able  to  per- 
form its  fun£tions,  he  took  hold  of  his  tjeftament,  which  he  had 
intended  to  have  prefented  to  her,  and  replaced  it  once  more  in 
his  bofom. 

Next  ntoming,  however,  perceiving  his  end  to  be  faft  ap- 
proaching, ht  a£^ua}ly  confided  this  paper,  according  to  his  ori- 
ginal determination  ;  and  having  now  refigned,  as  it  were,  all  title 
to  that  adored  wealth,  which  he  confidcred  as  his  "  heart's 
blood,"  he  foon  after  gave  up  the  ghoil,  and  was  buried  in  the 
church-yard  of  his  pariOi  (Harrow),  by  his  own  particular  de- 
fire. 

Thus  lived,  and  .thus  died,  at  the  age  of  feventy-cight,  on  Sep- 
tember 4,  1794,  Daniel  Dancer,  a  true  difciple  of  the  Elwes 
fchool,  the  rigours  of  which  he  praftifed  to  a  far  greater  degree 
than  even  his  mafter.  In  confequence  of  a  very  common  miftake 
of  the  means  for  the  end^  he  deprived  himfelf  not  only  of  what  arc 
termed  the  pleafures,  but  even  of  the  neceflaries  of  life.     At 
times,  however,  he  would  lament  that  he  did  not  make  a  better 
ufe  of  his  riches,  and  was  once  heard  to  regret  that  he  had  not, 
according  to  his  original  intention,  (ct  up  a  whi/keyy  which  in  his 
opinion  was  the  tu  plus  ultra  of  gentility.    On  another  occafion, 
upon  receiving  twopence  for  a  pint  of  beer  from  a  deputy  cora- 
miflary,   who  was  about  to  pay  him  five  hundred  pounds  for 
bay  during  the  laft  war,  and  had  miAaken  him  for  one  of  'Squire 
Dancer's  fervants,  he  bridled  up,  and  faid  that  he  intended  foon 
to  become  a  gentleman  himfelf!" 
In  his  roiferable  habitation  were  found  fome  hundred  weight 

of 


•f  wzfte  pupfSty  the  QolIeSion  of  half  a  centtiry)  «ni  Mo  or  ihree 
tons  c^old  iron,  coniifttng  csf  naiU,  hoffefhoes^  &c.  which  he  had 
{licked  up. 

On  tlie  gfodn(i  ^bor  feveral  ptedes  of  fofeign  gold  and  filvcr. 
were  dug  up;  and  fome  coins,  among  which  were  a  crown  and  a 
Shilling  of  the  EngKfli  commonweahh,  both  of  which,  by  the 
generbilty  of  a  friend,  ate  now  in  the  pofl[e0ioft  of  tbt  writer  of 
this  article. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  perpetual  e^ercife  of  bis  mafl^ir'paffi^H^ 
Daniel  Dancer  might  have  been  a  credit  to  his  family,  and  ani 
ornament  to  fociety.  He  pofieflbd  the  (eedi  of  many  admirable 
qualities,  and  exhibited  frequent  marks  of  ftrong,  nervous,  good 
Ibtife,  uupdrHied  indeed  by  commerce  with  the  worlds  but  at 
the  fame  time  uoibphifticated  by  its  vices,  of  its  follies.  . 

Both  he  and  his  father,  during  ai  feries  of  mofe  than  fixt^ 
years,  had  allowed  themfelves  two  jubilee  days  in  the  yelir :  thefe 
were  their  feftivals,  and  they  enjoyed  them,  for  there  was  good 
cbeer  to  be  had  without  expence.  The  periods  alluded  to 
occurred  in  April  and  Odtober,  at  Sir  John  Rufliout's  court 
baroQ  for  the  manor  of  Harrow.  As  head  tenants  thev  coa- 
fiantly  attended ;  and  it  was  obferved  Ijy  all  the  fuitors,  that  if  the 
Dancer^  ftarved  at  home,  they  eat  mcft  voracioufly  abroad.  On 
thefe  occafions  Daniel  diftinguiihed  himfelf  by  his  drolf  fayings  ; 
and,  whenever  any  attempt  was  made  to  ridicule,  burlefque,  oc 
pafs  a  joke  upon  h;m  (which  was  invariably  the  cafe),  the 
wit  and  eccentricity  of  his  replies  fooii  put  his  antagonifts  to 
£Ience. 

No  man  had  more  of  the  true  Engliiliman  about  him,  at, 
lead  fo  far  as  concerned  the  defence  of  his  riglus  and  privileges, 
than  Mr.  Dancer.  He  was  a  fecond  Hampden  in  this  refpcft ; 
for,  during  the  whole  of  his  life,  he  would  never  permit  any 
infringements  on  Harrow  Weal  common.  Whenever  an  en- 
croachment took  place,  without  any  refpefl:  to  Tank  or  fortune, 
Daniel  inftantly  headed  the  villagers,  and  al>atcd  the  nuifance. 
This  made  him  extremely  popular. 

'  During  a  period  of  fifty  years  he  never  kept  any  female  fer- 
Vant,  or  indeed  any  fervant  at  all.  At  length,  after  the  lo&  of  his 
£fiert  and  within  a  few  years  of  his  own  death,  he  took  a  man 

called 


CEtUed  Griffitfat  into  bis  .lemee ;  but  he  Wats  narer  known  t0 
have  a  domeftic  animal  of  any  kind  within  hb  walls, 

Miferable  and  wretched  as  his  difpofition  was,  he  was  not 
aocnled  of  having  ever  coolaittted  any  2£t  of  injuftice ;  on  the 
contrary,  be  was  fometimes  known  ta  have  a£Eifted  thofe  wbofe 
ftyk  a(  living  and  appearance  was  infinitely  fuperior  to  his 
•wn. 

He  had  no  farming  bufineis  bat  during  the. time  of  mowing 
his  meadows. -That  of  his  hay  harveft,  then,  feems  to  have  been 
the  only  period  of  the  year  in  which  his  mind  was  occupied  hj 
bufinefs:  and  this  too  was  the  fole  time  in  whicb'joUity  appeared 
to.be  familiar  to  his  mtnfion;  for  he  ieenied  then  to  have  en- 
tirely divefted  himfelf  of  his  natural  charaAer.  "  No  gentleman 
in  the  neighbourhood  gave  his  mowers  better  beer,  or  greater 
quantity,  than  Daniel  did  on  this  occaiion.  It  was  brought  from 
a  neighbouring  brewhoufe ;  for  at  thi$  time  only  was  the  be- 
verage of  our  Saxon  forefathers  to  be  found  within  his  walls. 

On  his  demife,  the  houfe  in  which  he  died,  and  in  which  he 
was  alfo  bom,  exhibited  a  fpefhcle  of  mifery  and  of  terror ;  for  it 
poflefled  jfo  Iqualid  an  afpe£l,  that  no  other  perfon  would  have 
flept  in  it ;  and  was  a&ualiy  fo  ruinous,  that  neither  bricklayer 
nor  carpenter  would  have  ventured  to  repair  it. 

Some  time  before  his  death  'he  left  this  ancient  tenement*, 

which, 

*  NotwitbfiandlDg  the  miferable  afpe^  of  the  houfe  and  its  inhabitants,  both 
kother  and  fifter,  the  former  efpeciaHy,  who  was  nearly  naked,  yet  on  DantePs  de^th, 
not  only  pbce,  ubk  rinen,  an3  twenty- four  -fzit  of  good  Aects,  but  clothes  of  erery 
defcriptioii,  were  found  locked  up  in  chsfts.  The  female  attire,  of  which  there 
Ivas  a  opncd  inventory,  in  the  brothet^t  own  hand-writing,  was  valued  at  feven- 
Inii  povttdt.  He  alfo,  sfmong  other  apparel,  had  fome  excellent  boots ;  but  be  pre« 
felted  to  (afi  hat  legs  «^th  the  ftiU  warmer  coveHng  of  hay»bands  1 

Although  he  pofiefled  two  ancient  but  tolerably  good  bedlteada,  with  the  proper 
fttmitvre,  ocigiaally  belonging,  as  well  aa  the  hottfc,  to  the  Idtins,  a  family'  of  fome 
ptQfctty,  yet  they  were  cavef«lly  iceladed  frott  the  light  of  heaven,  and  both  h« 
and  his  fifter  fl?pc  on  facks  ftuffcd  with  hayi  and  covered  with  a  horfe  rug. 

Their  ofunl  mUk  coafifted  of  cold  dampUns  aa  hardaa  a  ftoae,  mado  of  the  coarfeft 
«ctl }  their  only  bevccage  waa  water  j  theii  (ole  6rt  a  few  fiicks  from  the  common  s 
and  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  their  own  wood,  which  they  poffeficd  io  pleniyf 
«Mf«ffcred  t»  rot,  that  bciag  cdcfoed  facied. 


which,  wldi  the  furroundiog  meadows,  has  k^n  lately  (tOi 
by  fir  Henry  Tempcft,  to  the  manjnis  of  Abcrcorri,  on  puf-* 
pofe  to  read  his  will  to  a  peifon  in  the  neighbourhood.  An 
objedtion  being  made  to  It,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  pit^* 
viiion  bequeathed  to  his  brothers,  he  replied, 

**  If  I  were  of  a  great  family,  I  would  not  difiuhem  the  heir 
of  the  paternal  efVate — ^in  fuch  a  cafe  it  would  be  wrong ;  but  I 

have  long  had  it  in  my  mind  to  leave  what  I  have  away  from 
mine.  My  brothers  are  both  old  men,  and  have  much  more 
than  they  can  fpend,  or  know  how  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of; 
beiides  they  have  no  children.  I  am  afbamed  of  myfelf  and 
them.  I  have  not  even  improved  my  property ;  and,  were  I  to 
live  my  time  over  again,  I  would  not  do  as  I  have  done/' 

Mr.  Dancer,  as  has  already  been  obferved,  kept  neither  cat 
nor  dog,'  and  yet  rats  and  mice  were  flrangers  to  his  dwelling  z 
they  had  furely  left  it  *'  inftin^vely,"  knowing  they  mull 
ftarve  there. 

He  entertained  a  mofl  fmgular  idea  of  a  neighbouring  na* 
tion,  although  he  entered  but  little  into  political  difcuffions.  He 
called  the  French  republicans,  the  Romans^  and  was  fully  prepof* 
fefTed  with  the  belief, '  *^  that  they  would  ultimately  overrun  the 
world,  and  come  and  claim  his  lands,  becaufe  they  had  once  be-* 
longed  to  a  monaflery."  So  fully  fatisfied  was  he  of  this  fad,  that 
he  was  particularly  careful  never  to  utter  a  word  againft  them. 

The  two  following  anecdotes  of  Daniel  have  been' communi- 
cated by  a  gentleman  yirho  poflefled  the  beft  means  of  obtaining 
information  concerning  him. 


During  thcr'Uil  twenty  yean  DaoUrs  houfe  Is  fmd  to  Iitvc  been  entered  at  leclr 
iburteen  times  by  thieves,  and  the  amount  of  his  hffts  is  calculated  at  two  tboufand 
i^ft  hundred  pounds*  As  the  lower  part  was  in  fuch  a  ruinous  ftate  as  to  admit  a 
perfon  with  eafe,  it  was  recommended  to  him  to  get  it  repaired  j  but  he  replied/ 
**  that  this  would*be  only  throwing  away  more  money,  for  then  they  would  get  in  ac 
the  windows.** 

In  order  to  cmploy.the  a^ention  of  the  maaudcrs,  until  he-  ftould  efeape  to  his 
htM.:g'piacef  he  was  accuftomed  to  ftrewc  be  ground  floor  with  fiutbings  and  fixpett«er 
wra:.^ed  up  In  paper* 

Abdtit 


Abc3fot  fix  years  before  his  deaths  during  a  hot  fammer's  day^ 
he  was  obferved  by  a  neighbour  vci^  affiduoufly  employed  4rf. 
throwing  water  from  a  pool,  by  means  of  a  frying-pan,  on  the 
funounding  meadow,  which  happened  to  be  burnt  up.  On 
being  queftioued  as  to  the  obje£t  of  his  labours,  he  obferved, 
"  that  he  wanted  a  bit  of  nice  frefli  grafs  for  his  old  horfe,  for 
hay  being  then  very  dear,  a  poor  body*  ought  to  be  fparing  of  it." 
The  fame  perfon,  returning  in  three  or  four  hours  afterwards^ 
foand  the  old  man  in  tears,  and,  on  inquiring  the  caufe,  was  in^ 
formed,  **  that  he  had  worked  with  the  frying-pan  until  he  was 
tired,  when  falling  afleep  on  the  grafs,  fome  rogue  had  ftolen  a 
pocket-book  from  him  containing  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
in  bank  notes,  which  he  had  received  the  day  before  for  Ibme 
ricks  of  hay  that  he  had  fold.  *' 

Having  been  once  reludtantly  bound  over  by  a  magiftrate  to 
profecute  a  horfe-llealcr  at  Aylcibury  af&zes,  he  fet  out  with  a 
refpeiSable  neighbour,  who  undertook  to  accompany  him.  Him* 
felf  and  his  horfe,  on  this  occafion,  exhibited  a  grotefque  appear* 
ance,  for  the  movements  of  the  latter  were  regulated  by  a  halter 
inftcad  of  a  bridle,  while  a  fack  faftened  round  him  ferved  inftead 
of  a  faddle ;  as  for  fhoes,  this  was  a  luxury  that  Daniel's  Rodnante 
had  never  been  aocuAomed  to.     ' 

On  their  arrival  at  Aylefbury,  having  (lopped  at  an  inn  of 
decent  appearance.  Dancer  addreiTed  his  companion  in  the  fol« 
lowing  manner : 

"  Pray,  fir,  do  you  go  into  the  houfe,  order  what  you  pleafe^ 
and  live  like  a  gentleman,  I  will  fettle  for  it  readily ;  but  as  for 
myfclf,  I  muft  go  on  in  my  old  way." 

He  accordingly  did  fo,  for  he  bought  a  pennyworth  of  bread 
for  himfelf,  flept  under  his  horfe's  manger,  and  paid  fifteen  ihil- 
lings,  being  the  amount  of  his  companion's  bill,  with  the  utmoft 
cheerfulneft. 

Having  faid  fo  much  of  Daniel,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  men* 
lion  a  few  particulars  about  his  immediate  relations.  Henry,  his 
next  brother,  is  an  old  man,  and  unmarried ;  he  is  fuppofed  to  be 
worth  five  thoufand  pounds,  which  he  conceals  in  the  true  Dancer 
manner.    He  lives  on  Harrow  Weal  common,  tends  iheep  at  fo 
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jsiuth  per^day^  will  hoM-a  gentlemaD*s  horfe  for  t\viopehce»  and 
iiAqrii  him  a  thoaiand  thanks.*  He  donimonly  hires  bis  ferviees  out 
lo  the  farmers  in  any  way  he  may.be  ufeful,  and  in  coDtequence 
df  a  law  fuit,  occalioned  by  his  brother's  wiUt  he  btely  repaired  to 
London  in  a  new  coat,  of  exa^Uy  the  fame  cut  and  colour  as  that 
ufually  btftowed  by  the  pariih.  In  addition  to  other  pr<^)erty, 
he  pqflefies  the  fitrta  of  Waldos*  worth  about  three  thoufand  two 
hvmdred  pounds* 

Hammon  Dancer,  the  laft  of  the  race,  is  alfo  an  old  man,  and 
without  children.  He  reiides  in  a  wretched  habitation  near  Lam* 
beth,  exhibits  the  fame  uniform  decree  of  niifery  as  the  other 
branches  of  his  family,  denies  himfelf,  like  them,  /every  comfort 
of  life,  and  actually  (brves  with  fix  or  feven  thoufand  poucidsin 
his  polTeffion. 

A  little  before  the  death  of  their  fifter.  Mils  Dancer,  whofe  life 
had  b^n  prolonged  by  the  care  of  Lady  TctnpeU  during  fix 
months,  ihe  expreiTed  a  defire  to  leave  an  acknowledgment  to 
the  dowager  out  of  the  one  thoufaud  fix  hundred  j>ounds  (he  had 
concealed  in  an  old  tattered  black  petticoat ;  but  this  was  pre- 
vented by  the  eldeft  brother,  who  faid  **  it  was  needlefs  to  give 
that  good  lady  a  part,  for  (be  would  have  the  whole  when  he 
died." 

No  fooner  was  (he  interred,  than  Henry  and  Hammon  applied 
for  their  ihare  of  the  perfonallty ;  but  this  was.  (lurdily  refiflred  by 
Daniel,  who  aflertedthat  he  would  not  part  with  a  penny :  obferv- 
ing,  *^  that  as  ibe  had  nothing  originally,  all  her  property  nKift 
have  been  (lolen  frocti  him  :  befides,  he  had  boarded  her  during 
forty  years,  and  he  could  not  really  aflbrd  fuch  a  heavy  expence 
under  thirty  pounds  per  annum."     ' 

On  being  threatened  with  a  law  fuit,  he  did  not  appear  at  all 
difpkafed  at  the  idea;  indeed,  it  feenied  exa&ly  to  tally  with  his 
favourite  maxims  of  concealment :  ho  fbrewdly  obferved,  **  that 
the  money,  in  that  -cafe,  would  foon  b^  hid  fo  (afe  among  the 
lawyers,  that  none  of  them  would  be  able  to  find  it." 

He  was,  however,  prevailed  upon  to  give  his  brothers  about 
four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  apiece,  and  releafes  were  accord- 
ingly executed  in  the  ufual  form :  but  from  that  time  he  never 
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fawthem,  and  could  not.  bear  their  names  to  be  mentioned  ia 
his  prefence.  , 

The  whole  of  his  property,  on  his  deceafe,  amounted  to  about 
ten  thoufend  pounds ;  a  fum  which,  by  proper  management,  he 
might  have  doubled,  and  at  the  fame  time  allowed  himfelf  all  the 
comforts  of  Kfe.  • 

Thus,  in  his  cafe,  avarice  was  unaccompanied  with  that  ca- 
gle-eytd  keennefs  which  is  its  ufual  concomitant,  and  that  fpiric 
of  calculation  and  finance,  that  Cocker-like  knowledge  of  funds 
and  figures,  which  generally  occupies  the  daily  labours,  and  flits 
aroand  th<;  pillow  of  the  modern  mifer. 


,  £LOC£   OF 

D  U  P  U  Y, 

FROM   THE   FitENCH  OF  LALAKDE. 

Louis  DupuY,  a  member  of  the  late  academy  of  infcrlptions 
snd  belles  lettres,  and  of  that  of  Gottingen,  cenfor  and  librarian  of . 
the  library  of  the  hotel  De  Soubize,  and  one  of  the  writers  in  the 
joQmal  Des  S^avans,  was  bom  at  Chazey,  in  Btigey,  November ' 
23, 1709.  His  father  refided  in  that  village,  in  an  agreeable  re^- 
treat  bordered  by  the  river  Ain,  and  he  lived  in  eafy  circumftances 
with  twelve  children  whom  he  brought  up  to  labour  and  eco* 
nomy.  He  cultivated  under  his  own  eyes  the  eftate  of  his  aU'^ 
cellors,  and  feemed  to  defire  nothing  more  than  a  feafon  favour*- 
able  to  his  corn  and  his  grapes. 

He  knew  not  from  what  clafs  of  citizens  he  derived  his  origin, 
whether  nobles  or  plebeians,  and  gave  himfelf  little  concern  about 
it.  All  the  titles,  even  thofe  to  his  patrimonial  efiate,  had  been 
burat  during  the  wars  of  Henry  IV.  with  the  exception  of  one 
dated  in  1400,  and  which  was  acquired  by  an  alliance  contra(Sled 

M  2  with 


1 64  DUPUT. 

vrith  the  marchionefs  De  Saman.  This  was  the  right  of  notaf-^ 
Hating  to  a  chapelry,  the  gift  of  which  was  in  the  eldeft  of  the 
family  ;  sind  the  living  was  to  be  enjoyed  by  one  of  the  relations 
only,  without  the  vifitorial  interference  of  the  archbiibop. 
1  his  circumftance  determined  the  father  of  Liouis  Dupuy  to 
give  him  an  education  that  fhould  qualify  him  for  the  ftation  of 
an  ecclefiaftic.  One  of  his  brothers,  a  very  learned  man,  and 
much  refpe£ted  as  a  cure  or  redlor,  accordingly  took  the 
charge  of  young  Dupuy  from  the  age  of  five  to  twelve^  To 
coHne^l  the  only  advantage  of  public  tuition,  which  is  ema- 
latiop,  with  the  private  education  of  his  nephew^  he  fent  fer 
two  of  the  boy's  coufins  to  ftudy  with  him,  Thefe  were  very 
foon  diftanced  by  Louis  in' the  career  of  learning,  being  rather 
his  fcholars  than  fellow  (ludents ;  in  field  fports  and  mafic, 
however,  they  continued  his  equals. 

Louis  afterwards  (lucfied  with  brilliant  fuccefsat  Lyons,  where 
the  Jefuits  had,  at  that  time,  a  very  famous  college.  He  had 
formed  a  little  academy  of  the  ableft  fcholars,  who,  in  a  cham- 
ber hired  at  their  own  expence,  prepared  honorary  premiums, 
u^hlch  were  always  borne  away  by  himfclf.  They  fiudied  Greek 
and  Hebrew :  how  happy  would  he  have  been  if  he  bad  not 
loft  fix 'years  in  the  ftudy  of  theology! 

With  letters  of  recommendation  and  a  fmall  peculiuk^  this 
young  man,  already  celebrated  at  Lyons  among  the  ecclefiaftics> 
arrived  at  Paris  in  1732.  He  "was  then  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  and  was  admitted,  about  two  months  afterwards,  into 
the  feminary  of  the  thirty-three,  where  he  was  appointed  to  the 
charge  of  teaching  pliilofophy.  There  he  remained  fix  years ; 
and  proceeding  thence  to  the  Sbrbonne,  to  take  his  degrees,  lie 
became  what  was  called  fecond  fuperior  there,  although  be  was 
only  a  fimple  tonfure.  He  infpired  his  pupils  with  a  relifti  for 
the  ftudy  of  Greek  and  Hebrew,  following  the  leflbns  of  the 
college  royal.  The  celebrated  Fourmont  conceived  the  grcateft 
r^ard  for  him,  and  had  already  formed  the  idea  of  introducing 
him  into  the  academy  of  belles-lettres;  Dupuy 's^modefty, 
however,  infifted  that  the  time  for  this  was  not  yet  arrived. 

A  financier  who  loved  him  took  him  to  his  own  houfe,  tliat 

he 
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be  might  have  more  leifure  to  pvirfue  die  profotind  and  diver* 
fified  ftudies  to  which  he  Taw  him  devoted.  But  thinking 
that  no  bait  could 'be  more  attra£kive  than  a  rental  of  25,000 
iivres,  be  faid  to  him— '^  I  am  difpofed  to  make  your  fortune; 
all  I  defire  of  you,  in  return,  is  to  copy  and  to  comprehend  th^ 
regifters  before  you.  In  taking  you  as  a  partner  into  my  concerns'} 
I  engage  to  procure  you  a  property  at  leaft  equal  to  a  quarter  of 
my  own.  You  feem  to  me  to  have  renounced  the  church,  and 
thecftatc  of  your  father,  which  you  arc  willing  to  refignto 
your  only  brother  now  left  alive.  Science  only  regales  the  ui^-, 
<ierftandiag.  Do  not  negied  the  offers  I  make  you.  You  fball 
ht  my  af&llant  and  my  friend.  A  rich  daughter  will,  in  a  few 
years,  augment  the  portion  which  I  (hall  in  the  mean  time  ob- 
tain for  you," 

Dnpuy,  after  thanking  him  with  great  fenfibility,  fat  down 
to  the  deik ;  and  now  we  fee  him  a$  it  were  fedentem  in  telonts. 
At  the  end,  however,  of  three  months,  fatigued  and  exhaufted 
with  poring  over  a  tariff  of  duties,  he  takes  up  the  regifter, 
carries  it  back  to  the  financier,  and  frankly  tells  him,  that 
overpowered  by  his  paffion  for  the  fciences  and  literature,  he 
had  come  to  a  refolution  of  renouncing  finance  and  all  the  ad- 
vantages he  might  have  expe£ted  from  it. 

Soon  after  this,  the  marquis  De  Mancini  fent  to  invite  him 
to  take  a  fhare  in  his  apartments  and  table  in  the  Louvre.  He 
repaired  thither,  and  in  that  fociety  improved  in  the  highefl:  de- 
cree his  tafle  for  muiic,  the  marquis  furnifhing  him  with/all  the 
oeceflary  means.  Here  he  alfo  mingled  with  the  befl  company, 
and  formed  many  fafhionable  connexions :  liis  hoi^  himfdf  in-* 
troducing  him  to  the  greateft  families.  Still,  however,  he  co- 
veted a  more  retired  fituation,  where  he  might  entirely  dcvot» 
himfelf  to  fludy.  M.  Pafquier,  a  counfellor  of  parliament, 
who  had  conceived  a  high  opinion  of  his  merit,  demanded  him 
of  the  marquis.  ^  The  magiflrate,  who  was  himfelf  a  learned 
man,  a  widower,  and  kept  but  little  company,  had,  more- 
over, an  only  (on,  whofe  infancy  gave  little  promife  of  im- 
pcovcment,  and  was  defirous  to  have  near  him  a  man  of  me- 
nt|  who,  during  his  own  abfence,  might  a£t  as  a  fuperintendant 
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over  all  who  were  concerned  in  the  odiMration  of  the  i^.  Em*  ' 
ployed  in  important  stfiairs,  both  judiciary  and  political,  Im 
wiflied  to  be  replaced  by  a  learned  friend.  In  this  cooBexlon 
with  the  magfftrate,  Dupuy  found  the  necefifary  and  the  agree- 
able,  with  fufficient  leifure  to  purfue  his  (ludies.  His  refearches 
were  now  direded  towards  objedls  of  erudition  of  ^very  kind, 
iacred  and  profane.  The  fruits  of  his  firll  lucubrations  were  a 
variety  of  .literary  remarks,  which  appeared  in  the  periodical 
publications  of  the  day.  la  1739  and  1740  he  wrote  a  paper 
in  the  journal  of  Trevoux  relative  to  the  differtatAoa  of  fetber 
Merlin  on  the  letter  of  St.  Chryfoftom  to  Cezaire. 

In  1752  he  printed,  in  the  journal  De  Verdun,  fome  letters, 
containing  Obfervations  on  ap  Introdu£Uon  to  the  Underftand- 
ing  of  the  Scripture,  publifhed  by  Villefroy,  a  learned  profeflbr 
of  Hebrew.  In  1755  appeared  a  volume  of  Critical  Reflexions 
on  the  Method  of  Villefroy^ ;  and  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Aca- 
demy, vol.  Kxxvi.  a  Diflertation  on  the  Vowels  of  the  Oriental 
Languages*  In  1760  he  fent  to  the  journal  Des  S9avans  an 
'Explanation  of  a  Paflage  in  the  Firft  Book  of  Kings,  &c. 

His  erudition  foon  psocured  him  the  acquaintance  of  many 
academicians,  and  in  1756  the  count  De  Caylus  prevailed  upon 
him  to  oflfer  himfelf  to  the  academy :  he  was  accepted,  and 

firom  that  epoch  became  one  of  the  moft  alEdnous  co-operators ; 
as  appears  from  the  volumes  of  that  period.  In  1773  he  was 
chofen  fecretary  in  place  of.Lebeau,  from  which  time  to  1779 
we  find  twelve  eloges  of  his  on  Fomett6,  Bignon,  I>uclos, 
La  Bletefre,  Chefierfield,  Lenauze,  Caperonier,  S.  Aignan, 
•La  Vrilliere,   Debrofles,  Le  Beau,  and  Foucher. 

The  ftyle  of  his  eloges  is  neither  that  of  a  poet,  nor  an 
orator:  he  does  not  aftonifh  like  Cendorcet  and  Vicq-d'Asir; 
we  recognife,  however,  the  true  fpecies  of  hiftoric  eulogy,  the 
talent  of  a  man  acculSomed  to  weigh  and  appreciate  every  thing; 
reflexions  refined  and  deep,  which  arife  without  effort  from  the 
abundance  of  his  learning.  He  appears  rather  to  make  the  exa- 
metiy  than  the  panegyric  of  his  aflbciates  i  he  does  not  (eek  to 
banifii  (hades  from  the  pidure,  but  confiders  truth  as  a  merit 
ttkmidfhf  requUile  to  bis  CQmpofitioa.     His  pbrafes.  combine 
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j»recifk>ii  and,  abtindance,  and  his  di^lioa  pedpicaity  and  the 
tnoft  rigid  purity. 

Thcfe  writings  fomctimcs  invplvcd  him  ia  difputcs.  The  akl>< 
Rive  was  incenfed  at  his  having  called  Bibliography  th^  Jdence 
9f  a  /kilful  bookfelUff  and  menaced  a  terrible  vengeance;  but^ 
although  he  lived  many  years  afterwards,  he  never  thought  fit 
to  execute  his  projedi.  ^ 

His  employment  of  fecretary,  together  with  that  of  trcai- 
furcr  of  the  academy^  added  to  his  other  occupations,  became, 
at  length,  too  laborious  for  the  age  of  Dupuy,  and,  in  1783, 
madam  Dupuy  prevailed  upon  him  to  give  in  his  refignation ; 
he  was  fucceeded  by  Dacier. 

In  1758  he  was,  chofen  one  of^the  writers  in  the  journal 
DesS^avans:  this  was  another  fpecies  of  academy,  in  whlcht^e 
was  exceedingly  ufeful ;  and  where,  by  uninterrupted  labour^ 
he  contributed,  during  thirty- five  years,  to  the  progrefs  of  pub- 
lic inftruAion.  His  articles  were  often  diCertations  more  learned 
than  the  works  which  he  analyfed — criticifms,  fupplements^ 
judgments ;  which  all  the  learned  of  Europe  attended  to  with 
refpe£}.  In  fhort,  he  was  one  of  thofe  who  contributed  the 
moil  towards  rendering  the  colle&ion  of  the  journal  Des  Sfa* 
vans'a  valuable  and  efteemed  depofitary  of  literature. 

In  1764  he  gave  the  hidory  of  that  journal  in  ah  hidoriciA 
memoir  printed  in  the  laft  volume  of  the  index  of  that  work. 
This  memoir  had  been  written  more  than  eighteen  vears  before, 
and  was  printed  without  his  privity ;  of  courfe  he  could  have 
wi(hed  to  have  feen  fome  things  in  it  altered. 

One  of  the  laft  reviews  which  we  find  of  his  (in  the  journal  for 
Auguft  179  0  is  that  on  the  twelfth  volume  of  the  moral 
yorks  of  Plutarch.  No  one  was  more  capable  than  Dupuy  to 
pronounce  on  fuch  fubjedb  a  judgment  which  might  ferve  as 
a  rule  to  fix  that  of  the  readers ;  and  a  journal,  wherein  the 
opinions  of  fo  excellent  a  critic  were  to  be  found,  could  not 
but  be  very  valuable- 

The  laft  of  all  the  articles  of  Dupuy  is  to  be  met  with  in  the 
review  for  May  1792;  its  objeft  is  to  (ketch  out  a  tableau  of 
the  works  of  the  academy  of  infcriptions.     His  health,  how- 
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I 
ever,  at  that  time  did  not  allow  him  to  ftir  out»  and  he  no 

.  longer  affifted  at  the  meetings  of  the  jonrnalifts.  Deguigncs, 
Am#iIhon»  and  Dutheil,  fupp]ied  the  part  y/hich  Dupuy  had 
fowell  executed  from  his  entrance  into  that  learned  aflbciation. 
Towards  the  end  of  1792  the  journal  was  difcontinued,  hecaufc 
the  revolution  in  France  having  turned  the  attention  of  all  read- 
ers towards  politics,  and  (ufpended  the  foreign  communications, 
the  bookfellers  were  unable  to  bear  the  expences  of  the  publica- 
tion. In  like  manner  the  journal  De  Phylique,  the  journal 
Encyclopedique,  the  annales  De  Chym^e,  were  interrupted. 
It  is  only  in  the  prefent  year  (the  third  of  the  republic),  that 
fome  journals  have  been  again  fet  on  foot  with  a  view  to  fupply 
their  lofs. 

^The  memoirs  of  the  academy  of  infcriptions  are  the  dcpofitary 
of  the  moft  important  works  oiF  Dupuy ;  and  there  we  trace  the 
immenfe  extent  of  his  refearches  and  learning. 

In  1 76 1  he  publifhed  three  diflertations  on  the  Romaa 
money,  and  on  the  denier  in  the  time  of  Charlemagne  (fee 
vol.  xxviii.) ;  this  is  the  moft  important  of  all  his  works.  To 
thefe  he  made  additions  in  the  journal  Des  Scavans  (1763 
and  1766).  No  one  .was  better  qualified  to  clear  up  an  ob- 
fcure  point  where  eruditior)  was  as  much  required  as  cal^ 
culation.  He  fhews  that  the  as  paficd  fucceiiively  from  the 
weight  of  a  pound  to  that  of  a  quarter  of  an  ounce ;  he  efta« 
blifhes  the  relation  between  the  Attic  drachma  and  the  Ro- 
man denarius,  or  denier,  lefs  by  one  quarter  in  the  time  of 
Nero.  He  proves  that  Voltaire  and  Vely  were  miftaken  in 
computing  the  denier  of  Charlemagne  to  be  worth  thirty  fous  of 
French  money.  The  denier  was  the  two  hundred  and  fortieth 
part  of  the  pound  weight,  or  of  twelve,  ounces:  thus  the 
twelve  ounces  being  worth  nearly  feventy-two  numerical 
pounds,  the  denier  muft  be  worth  fix  fous.  Finally,  he 
proves  that  twelve  ounces  of  filvcr  coined,  were  equivalent  to 
twenty  fcptiers  (a  French  meafure  containing  twelve  bulhels)  of 
wheat;  and  thefe  were  worth  more  than  fifty  when  Dupuy 
compofed  his  memoir. 

In 
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In  the  thirty- firft.  volume  he  fumiifhed  fome  obfervations  on 
the  Egyptian  hiftory. 

In  1762  he  publifhed  a  verfibn  of  four  pieces  of  Sophocles^ 
which  had  never  till  then  been  tranflated  into  French  (one 
volume  in  quarto,  or  two  volumes  in  twelves) ^  with  learned 
noties« 

In  1755  he  printed  new  obfervations  on  the  Oedipus  of  So-* 
phocles,  and  on  tragedy  (jour.  Des  S^avans) :  and  in  the  mo» 
moin  of  the  academy  (vol.  xxix.  and  xxxi.).  Refleditions  on.the 
Means  of  improving  the  French  Tranflations  of  ancient  Au- 
thors; Remarks  on  the  Text,  and  on  the  Tranflations  of  the 
Iphigenia  in  Tauris ;  the  Hypolita  of  Euripides ;  the  Philodletus 
of  Sophocles;  and  finally,  fome  remarks  on  the  laft  tranflationi 
of  Virgil  (vol.  xxxiv). 

Dapoy,  although  fo  profound  in  refpe£t  to  literature,  was  well 
verfed  in  mathematical  learning.     In  1740  he  publifbed  in  the 

journal  De  Desfontaines  fome  refledions  on  the  hiftory  of  the 
heavens,  by  Pluche.  .  In  1759  appeared  in  the  journal  De$ 
S^vans  Obfervations  on  the  infinitely  fmall  Particles,  and  on 
the  Metaphyfical  Principles  of  the  Abbe  Foucher.  In  the 
twenty-ninth  volume  of  the  memoirs  of  the  academy  he  gave 
a  Diflertation  on  a  Paflage  in  Herodotus  which  treats  of  the 
extraordinary  rifings  of  the  fun  as  pretended  by  the  Egyptians, 
entering  very  deeply  into  the-  merits  of  the  queftion.  Explica- 
tions of  this  paflage  had  been  given  by  Louville,  Lanalize, 
Brequigay,  Calmet,  Goguet,  and  Gibert.  Dupuy  refutes 
them  all  in  detail ;  and  (hews  that,  according  to  Herodotus,  the 
Egyptians  pofitively  maintained  that  the  fun  had  rifen  twice  in 
the  accuilomed  places  of  the  horizon,  without  any  change  in  his 
ordinary  amplitude,  and  twice  in  the  weft.  Probably  Herodotus 
did  not  comprehend  the  meaning  of  the  Egyptians,  or  elfe  they 
had  a  mind  to  impofe  upon  him. 

We  may  further  cite,  as  an  inftance  of  his  tafte  for  matbe* 
tics,  the  memoir  wherein  he  explains  the  manner  in  which  the 
iacred  fire  was  kindled  in  vafes  which  colledled  the  folar  beams 
(vol.  xxxv).  This  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  calculating 
the  eflFe^  of  different  forts  of  mirrors ;  and  ladly ,  a  problem  in 
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m^anicst  tbefolution  of  which  he  printed  In  thejodmal  Des 
S^avans  for  1766. 

He  wrote  alfo  a  memoir  on  the  manner  of  tranfraitting  to 
poftcrity  the  knowledge  of  weights  and  mcafures  (vol.  xxix). 
He  faw  then  the  propriety  of,  <ind  he  propofed  to  execute,  what 
is  now  doing  by  means  of  a  degree  of  the  earth,  the  pendulum, 
&€•  and  he  enjoyed,  before  his  death,  the  pleafure  of  (eeing  • 
projedh  accompliflied  which  his  knowledge  in  calculation  and 
phyiics  had  fuggefted  to  him'a  long  time  anterior. 
^  Thus  it  ufed  to  be  (aid  that  Dupuy  was  a  proportional  me* 
dium  between  the -academy  of  fciences  and  that  of  belles  let« 
tics;  be  himfelf,  however,  regretted  his  not  having  fufficieatly 
cultivated  mathematics,  to  enter  into  the  former  fociety. 

The  Latin  infcription  in  the  Place  De  Louis  XV.  had  been 
oompofed  by  the  academy  i  a  volume  appeared  oontaiaing  the 
eritiqde  of  that  infcription*.  Dupuy  aofwered  it  in  the  journal 
Pes  Sgavans,  1773 ;  and  we  fee,  by  a  multitude  of  quoutions 
from  Cicero  and  from  ancient  infcriptions,  how  completely 
Dupuy  was  mailer  of  the  fubje£k,  and  how  well  qiialificd  he 
was  to  compofe  the  infcription^  entrufted  to  the  academy ;  as 
alfo  the  mottoes  and  the  legends  furniihed  by  it  yearly  for  the 
monuments,  feftivals,  medals,  counters,  &c.  and  every  thing 
'  requiring  that  fort  of  learning  of  which  the  academy  of 
belles  lettres  had  become  the  depoiitary. 

In  1779  Dupuy  publiflied  a  Greek  manufcript  which  had 
never  been  printed :  this  was  a  fragment  of  Anthemius  on 
wonderful  machines ;  wherein  he  (hews,  among  other  things, 
that  Archimedes,  at  the  fiege  of  Syracufe,  burnt  the  (hips  of 
Marcellus  with  plain  mirron.  This  work,  printed  at  the  /m- 
primerie  royale^  contains  the  tranflation  with  notes  made  on  the 
manufcripts,  and  a  commentary  critical  and  geometrical ;  it  ap^ 
pear«d  alfo  in  the  forty-fecond  volume  bf  the  academy.  Anthe- 
mius, architect  of  the  emperor  Jnftinian,  is  cited  in  the  hiftory 
of  mathematics  by  Montucia  (vol.  i,  p.  327). 

Although  Dupuy  was  Icfs  '  converfant  in  the  hiftory  of 
France  than  in  other  parts  of  learning,  we  frnd  fome  memoirs 
of  his  on  this  fubjcft  in  the  voluiflcs  of  the  academy.     The 
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fisft  k  ca  the  abolition  of  fenritiivlQ  in  France;  wherelo  W 
fhews  that,  i;inder  the  tyranny  of  the  barons  before  the  twelfth 
century,  the  title  of  citizen,  in  its  proper  fenfe,  only  belonged 
to  the  clergy  and  the  noblefie.  Liberty  added,  or  at  lead  caufei) 
to  fpring  up,  a  third  order^  which  took  the  name  of  tier$*€tat» 
and  which  appears  to  have  made  a  part  of  the  nation*^  fifiem- 
blies,  iuiderPtuUp4e-Bel»  about  1300.  ^ 

He  goes  as  far  back  as  Louis  le  Gro&,  about  1108,  to  trace 
the  ibuadations  of  e(labli(hments  u(eful  to  liberty;  of  charters 
di  affraiKhifement  and  of  the  commons.  -  The  ofdinance  of 
1315  declared  Aat  fervitude  was  contrary  to  nature,  andfinoe 
ttwit  time  liberty  has  been  continually  gaining  ground  (vd. 
xxxviii).  He  wrote  alfo  fome  obfervatioos  on  the  legitimatioa 
of  the  count  Dc  Dunois,  baftard  of  Orleans ;  and  on  the 
title  of  prince  of  the  blood  granted  to  him  and  his  de- 
f<?eDdai%ts, 

The  fun£tioos  of  cenfor,  which  he  exercifed  during  forty 
years,  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  being  ufeful,  by  hiscounfels, 
to  a  number  of  men  of  letters;  and  he  was  often  conft^Ited  by 
tranilators,  hiftorians;  and  metaphyseal  writers,  who.  repaired 
with  confidence  to  the  immenfity  of  hb  knowledge,  blended 
with  a  complaiiance  which  indifcretion  itfelf  could  not  weary. 

His  erudition  extended  even  to  books  of  alchymy ;  which  are 
ib  obfcure,  and  fo  little  known,  that  he  has  been  the  only 
man,  perhaps,  of  our  time  who  has  poflefled  this  fort  of 
knowledge. 

He  printed  in  the  courfe  of  lad  year  a  pamphlet  originating 
from  temporary  events ;  this  confifts  qf  philoibphical  obferva- 
tions  on  celibacy,  athclfm,  and  the  Roman  church,  in  which 
he  undertakes  to  prove  that  the  toleration  of  modes  of  worihip, 
compatible  with  the  public  good,  is  irreconcileable  both  with 
atheifm  and  the  Roman  church.  He  had  an  abhorrence  of 
atheifm,  as  aiming  to  fubvert  the  foundations  of  morality,  and 
thought  its  principles  were  as  much  to  be  dreaded  for  intoler- 
ance as  thofe  of  fanaticlfm. 

Dupuy  was  rather  a  metaphyfiCian  than'a  philofopher;  we 
coUeft  this  fttim  a  paper  mfcrted  by  him  in  the  journal  De 
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Vcrdtm,  in  1754?,  entitled  Remarks  on  the  Opinion  of  modem 
Fhilo(bphcrs»  that  all  our  ideas  arc  generated  from  fenlation. 

The  philofophers  accufed  him  of  1)eing  a  Janfcnift,  perhaps 
C/A  account  of  his  intimacy  with  Pafquier,  counfellor  of  parlia- 
mtniy  who  was  a  celebrated  member  of  that  party.  His  reli- 
gion, however,  was  more  philofophical ;  he  wiftied  for  chrifti- 
anity,  but  not  its  a^uies.  He  left  a  manufcript  on  the  condem- 
nafion  of  John  Hufs  at  the  council  of  Conftance,  which  did 
not  ttt  off  the  Roman  church  to  the  beft  advantage :  even  the 
Janfenifts  did  not  approve  of  it ;  they  attacked  it  in  the  Eccle- 
jlaftical  publications  for  five  years  fuccefiively.  Madam  Dupuy, 
however,  who  was  afraid  left  age,  difeafe,  and  the  afdent  tem- 
perament of  her  huiband,  might  render  this  difpute  dangerofus  to 
him,  wrote  fccretiy  to  the  authors  of  thofe  works,  which  pat 
an  end  to  their  aggreflions. 

In  his  political  opinions,  Dupuy  was  a  republican  from  prin- 
ciple j  being  fo  bcfpro  the  revolution,  from  the  train  of  his 
pajticular  ftudies  and  refle6lions.  He  had  even  written  a  dilier- 
tation  to  prove  th^t  a  body  privileged  by  hereditary  nobility^ 
was  a  public  diftemper ;  he  fpoke  of  this  with  warmth  to  thofc 
who  frequented  his  lipufe,  and  contended  ftrenuoufly  againfl  the 
ariftocrats.  He  cried  out  in  his  bft  moments,  '^  The  reign 
of  juftice  and  of  peace  is  arrived — I  die  ^  republican,  coptenf 
and  glorious.'* 

In  1767  he  married  Louife  Menon,  aged  twenty-nine  years. 
daughter  to  one  of  his  friends  to  whom  he  was  under  obliga% 
tions.  The  fimilarity  of  tlieir  tafles,  fludies,  and  charafters, 
formed  this  union  ;  and  noadame  Dupuy  was  well  qualified  to 
captivate  a  man  of  great  merit.  The  death  of  her  mother^ 
during  whofe  life  (he  refufed  to  marry,  having  left  h^r  as  it 
were  by  herfelf,  flae  gave  the  preference  to  M.  Dapqy,  almqft 
againft  the  will  of  her  father,  who  valued  fortune  rather  than  a 
tafte  for  letters.  She  was  determined,  however,  to  marry  the 
friend  of  her  parents,  whom  fhe  had  known  from  her  tender 
infancy ;  and  who,  having  advanced  in  years  almoft  before  her 
eyes,  did  not  feem  to  her,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight,  older  than 
at  forty.     This  union,  which  lafled  tw^nty-feven  years,  was 

tranquil 


tnanqail  and  liappy.  Become  ahe  wife  of  k*  man  of  letters^ 
madame  Dupay  laboured  fome  years,  in  concert  with  her  hus- 
band, both  in  compofing'  extraifls,  and  on  the  catalogue  of  the 
library  t>e  Soubifc.  But  as  .M-  piipuy  was  averfe  to  all  dd- 
meftic  bufinefs,  (he  found  herfclf  under  the  ncceffity  of  under- 
taking the  entire  management  of  the  heufehold  affairs  and  of 
mixing  with  foclety,  in  order  to  render  his  life  more  agreeable. 
To  tbefe  coniiderations  ihe  iacrigced  her  tafte  for  the  Latin, 
Italian,  £ngli(h»  and  German  languages ;  which  (be  had  cul- 
tivated fo  far  as  to  be  thought  the  mod  learned  woman  in  ^arisw 
One  of  the  two  daughters  who  fpraog  from  this .  marriage,  re- 
ceived from  her  an  education  of  a  particular  kind ;  witboujt  aoy 
exertion  of  mind,  as  her  conftitutton  was  infirm,  and  it  required 
much  addrefs  to  manage  her,  (he  liad  muftered  a  furprtiiog  Aock 
of  ufeful  knowledge.  This  little  prodigy  died  at  the  age  of 
nine  years  and  a  half. 

The  laborious  and  honourable  career  of  Dupuy  was  ex- 
tended to  a  great  length.  At  the  age  of  feventy-feven,  how* 
ever,  he  was  attacked  with  a  ftrangury  and  relaxation  of  the 
bladder,  from  which  he  fufiered  eight  years  fucceflively ;  dur- 
ing the  three  hft  he  was  unable  to  (lir  out,  although  he  was 
always  engaged  at  his  ftudies.  At  length  he  fell  a  vidUm  to 
difeafe  April  12,  I795»  a  day  noted  alfo  for  the  death  of  BoiTuet 
and  of  Young. 

Dupuy  was  good-natured  and  polite,  yet  intolerant  to  aU 
fttch  as  he  had  no  eileem  for.  He  was  averfe  to  difputation; 
yet  if  he  found  himfelf  in  an  error,  he  was  ready  inftantly  ta 
acknowledge  his  miftake,  and  never  bore  ill  will  to  the  perfoft 
who  had  had  the  better  in  the  argument. 

He  was  by  temperament  free  from  cares ;  having  few  real 
wants,  he  was  not  difquieted  by  imaginary-  ones :  this,  added 
to  his  abAemioufnefs,  contributed,  no  doubt,  to  prolong  his 
days. 

He  was  a   mufician  ;   and  in  the  concerts  at  which  he  at- 
tended, frequently  ai&ftcd  at  the  violoncello.     Sometimes  he 
amufed  himfelf  with  compofition  ;  a  talle  which  (eems  to  have 
refulted  from  his  knowledge  of  calculation.     He  was  expext  in 
-    <  the 


IJ4  ^vfvr. 

Ae  chafe,  ind  at  the  billiard  tsrble ;  conftiMly  following  ^fliefe 
cxercSfes  till  his  pains  pfcventod  him. 

He  was  ''a  ftrangcr  to  ennui,  whether  in  health  or  fidcnefs ; 
devoting  to  labour  or  ftudy  the  intervals 'which  hb  difeafe  aU 
lowed  him. 

The  prolongation  of  hw  life  may  alfo  be  attributed  to  another 
caufe,  his  never  tormenting  hinvTelf  with  the  dbfire  of  getting  a 
name :  he  faid  great  celebrity  was  rather  to  be  (bunned  than 
courted,  and  all  the  places  which  he  held  feeihed  to  offer  them- 
jelves  to  him  fpontaneoufly ;  he  never  purchafed  any  by  foil* 
citoufly  canvaf&hg  for  them.  He  was  known  to  be  one  who 
never  af^red  to  the  iituations  deftined  for  nieti  of  letters ;  and  if 
he  foSklkd  the  friendship  of  any  men  in  power,  grandees,  &c. 
k  was  without  courting  it,  and  without  foliciting  their  favour. 

In  1768  he  was  put  at  the  head  of  the  library  De  Soubize, 
a  {Ituation^every  way  agreeable  to  his  wiihes ;  the  coUeftion 
being  well  compofed,  and  analogous  to  his^tafte.  When  the 
prince  De  Soubize  was  obliged  to  fell  it,  this  privation  was  a 
iburce  of  real  chagrin  to  Dupuy. 

With  regard  to  his  circumftances,  after  his  marriage  he  lived 
in  a  certain  degree  of  opulence  compared  with  the  genera^  condi- 
tion of  men  of  letters.  During  the  laftyear  of  his  life,  however, 
by  a  fudden  reverfe,  he  loft,  all  at  once,  his  income  as  academi- 
cian, cenfor,  and  joumalill ;  a  revenue  which  his  literary  labours 
feemed  to  have  infured  to  him.  Thefe  were  the  only  fruits 
which  he  derived  from  fixty  years  of  toil.  He  was  a(Fe£led  by. 
thefe  loflies,  and  cited  the  example  of  Ooldoni,  who  died  in 
mifery  while  a  decree  was  preparing  to  fumt(h  him  fuccours. 
^e  had  an  acute  fenfe  of  the  flagrant  injuftice  of  government 
in  fupprel&Qg  academic  peniions  acquired  by  fuch  meritorious 
exertions,  and  rendered  by  reciprocal  engagements  a  (acred  debt* 

Thus  he  had  only  the  fortune  of  his  wife  to  fubfifl  upon, 
who  had  herfetf  fuftained  lofles  under  the  miniftry  of  Terray ; 
and  had  alfo  fufiered  recendy  iince  the  levolution.  His  regrets 
feemed  to  increafe  in  proportion  to  the  care  and  tendemefi  which 
fhe  .lavilhed  apon  him. 

Dupuy  left  at  Lagnieu,  in  Bugey,  a  brother,  two  nephews^ 

two 
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tsro  aeices,  all  of  whom  efleemed  it  an  bonoar  to  be  idated  to 
him,  as  well  as  his  learned  widow,  who  furvivcd  him  with  re- 
gret. 

When  his  portrait  was  engraved  in  1777,  M.  De  Sacy.  caufed 
the  following  verfes  to  be  placed  underneath,  containing  a  ment*** 
ed  encomium  on  his  heart  and  underflanding: 

«•  Des  fhefs-d^cntvres  d*Atbenes  il  enr'uhit  la  Francei 
**  Et  des  vertus  de  Sparte  il  a  remplifon  ccpur. 
*•  Lajieck  de  Voltaire  admire  fa  ^cience  \ 
•*  Lejiecle  de  Bayard  eut  cherifa  candeur, , 
**  Forme  far  la  nature  et  pour  Pun  et  pour  Fautrey 
**  Ses  moeursfont  du  vieux  terns  5  fon  efpr'u  ejl  du  notrej^^ 


JOHN-WILLIAM-LEWIS   MELLMANN, 

XATB    KECTOR    OF    THE    GYMNASIUM,    AND    PROFESSOR    OF 

THE  GREEK  AND  LATIN  LANGUAGES  IN  THE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MOSCOW. 

• 

J.  W.  L.  Mellmann  was  bom  at  KInetz,  a  village  of  Meclc-^ 
lenburg,  in  January,  17^4-  His  father  was  a  learned  clergyman, 
who  fuperintended  his  ftudies,  which,  as  well  as  thofe  of  his  brother, 
were  fabmitted  to  the  immediate  diredioil  of  a  tutor.  For  hit 
moral  chara£ter,  he  was  certainly  indebted  to  the  example  and 
infiniAiens  of  his  parents,  who  wore  exemplary  in  their  lives. 

In  1779  he  was  fent  to  the  Gymnajium  at  Lubcc,  where  he 
remained  three  yeaii.  Thence  lie  repaired  to  Kiel,  where  his 
cirounftances  rendering  it  de&rable  lor  him  to  participate  in  the 
benefadions  conferred  on  the  fcholars  in  this  univerfity,  he  per- 
formed his  exerdfes  for  that  purpofe  with  diftinguifhed  applaafe; 
Here,  as  at  Lubec,  be  was  diligent  in  his  ftudies,  and  occafiohally 
pud  bis  court  to  die  mufe.  He  likewife  made  confideraUe  pro* 
gieis  in  drawing  and  painting,  for  which  be  had  an  excellent 
talent,  ' 

From  Kid  lie  went  to  Gottingen,  in  1784,  partly  from  a 
S  defuc 


defire  of  purfuing  a  philological  courlc  under  Heyne^  pattly  that 
he  mi^t  have  the  ufe  of  an  ample  library.  When  he  had  been 
about  two  years  at  Gottingen,  where  he  took  his  degree  as  mafter 
of  arts»  profefibr  Heyne  propoCbd  him  as  fticceflbr  to  Mattbsi, 
in  the  place  of  redor  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  dalles  in  the  gym« 
nafiuni  conneSed  with  the  academy  at  Mofcow. 

He  accordingly  entered  into  an  engagement  for  fix  years,  to 
inftruc^  the  youth  in  the  higher  claflfes,  four  days  in  a  week,  and 
four  hoiirs  in  the  morning  of  each,  in  belles  lettres,  in  Greek 
and  Latin,  and  antiquities;    and  thus  prepare  them   for  the 
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univeriAty :  to  fuperintend  the  other  Greek  s^id  Latin  clafles, 
and  dire<%  the  mode  of  inftruAing  them ;  to  compofe  fuch 
fcliool- books  as  might  be  deemed  neceflary;  and  to  inflrudl 
fome  apt  pupils,  fo  as  to  render  them  capable  of  fucceeding 
bim.  For  this  he  was  to  receive  eight  hundred  rubles  (one 
hundred  and  eighty  pounds)  a  year,  apartments  in  the  uni- 
verfity,  and  firing.  He  was  promifed  an  addition  of 'two  hundred 
rubles  (forty-five  pounds)  to  his  falary,  after  the  third  year,  and 
^  to  be  made  profefibr  of  ancient  literature  in  the  univerfity :  he 
was  likewife  to  receive  a  hundred  copies  of  every  fchool-book  he 
fliould  compofe,  or  their  value ;  two  hundred  rubles  to  defray 
the  expence  of  his  journey  to  Mofcow ;  and  the  like  fum  for  his 
return  to  Germany,  if  he  fhould  requeft  his  diiiniflal  at  the  end 
of  the  fix  years^ 

Finding  his  exertions  to  be  attended  with  fucce&,  and  alfo  to 
give  fatisfafUon,  he  did  not  wi(h  to  exchange  a  fituation,  in 
which  he  felt  himfelf  capable  of  being  ufeful,  for  any  other, 
which,  though  produ£live  of.  higher  honour  and  greater  profit, 
might  be  lefs  adapted  to  his  talents  and  habits.  Still  he  was  len- 
fibie,  that  in  time  he  muft  become  unable  to  fupport  his  ptefent 
labours ;  and  that  he  ought,  therefore,  to  endeavour  to  fecore 
himfelf  a  competency  againft  that  period  when  he  ibould  be  ob* 
liged  to  lelinquiih  his  occupation.  Accordingly,  when  the  fix 
years  for  which  he  liad  engaged  were  expired,  he  was  defirous  of 
an  addition  of  three  hundred  rubies  (fixty-<ieven  pounds  ten 
Jbillingis)  a  year  to  his  falary ;  as  he  could  lay  by  this  fum,  which 
in  ten  years  would  produce  a  capital  of  three  thoufiind  rubles  (fix 
hundred  and  feventy-five  pounds) ,  and  with  this  he  could  end 
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hh  days  in  peace  in  his  oivn  country,  if  his  firength  (hould  not 
allow  him  any  longer  to  perform  the  f  unSions  of  his  office. 

In  December  1791,  however,  the  profcffor  of  eloquence  in  the 
univcrfity  of  Mofcow  died  uncxpe6bedly,  and  it  was  propofed  to 
Mr.  Melimann  to  undertake  part  of  his  office.  To  the  le^res 
on  Greek  and  Latin  he  had  little  objedion,  if  the  Ruffian  were 
conduced  by  fome  other  hand,  at  the  fame  time  retmning  his 
pofl  in  the  Ichool,  though  his  labours  would  thus  he  confiderably 
increafod. 

A  cold,  which  he  caught  about  this  time,  left  behind  it  a 
weaknefs  in  his  eyes,  which  could  not  appe:^r  otnerwife  than  a 
ferious  calamity  to  a  perfbn  in  his  fituation :  yet  on  thi^fH^fion, 
as  on  all  others,  he  confoled  himfelf  with  the  reflefkion,  that  in 
a  world  governed  by  an  all-wife  Providence,  the  event,  to  what- 
ever it  might  tend,  mnft  be  ultimately  produftive  of  good. 

Unfortunately,  Mellmanil,  though  a  man  of  ftri6^  virtue  and 
probity,  was  by  no  means  a  man  of  the  world  ;  hence,  probably, 
fome  little  bickerings  enfued;  and  at  length,  in  confequence  of 
a  mifunderftanding,  he  was  provoked  to  behave  with  fuch  nidc- 
neis  to  the  biihop  of  Mofcow,  that  his  difmiffal  from  his  office 
was  the  confequence.  The  particular  circumftances  of  this 
affair  have  never  tranfpired ;  but  it  was  followed  by  an  order  for 
a  party  of  foldiers  to  condu^  him  beyond  the  frontiers,  which 
was  carried  into  execution  in  extremely  cold  weather,  and  no 
doubt  with  barbarous  rigour,  i^nce  it  colt  him  his  lite.  The 
Ruffian  foldiers,  having  conveyed  him  through  Wielna,  delivered 
him  into  the  charge  of  the  Pruffian  lieutenant  Von  Derfchau, 
who  had  the  command  on  the  Polifli  frontier.  This  worthy 
man  took  him  home ;  fa^  from  his  papers,  that  he  was  deferv* 
iag  ofcompaflion;  gave  him  one  of  his  own  fliirts,  for  all  hj|( 
linen  was  gone ;  and  treated  him  with  the  utmoft  humanity* 
He  ofiered  him  food  an4  drink,  but  he  could  get  nothing  down 
but  a  cup  of  coffee.  Derfchau, « not  having  it  in  his  power  to 
leave  his  poft,  hired  a  carriage  to  convey  Melimann  to  the  boufe 
of  Mr.  Jaoobi,  an  eminent  merchant  at  Konigfberg,  and  fent 
with  hifsi  his  own  iervanc  and  a  foldier  of  his  co;»pany,  whom  he 
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knew  to  bo  a  very  honeft  man,  charging  them  to  proeeed  with 
great  caution,  and  to  ^make  very  ihort  ftage$. 

All  this  was  accordingly  done ;  but  Mellraann  took  no  nourtih* 
ment ;  his  ftrength  left  him,  and  he  died  of  hunger,  in  the  ftrifleft 
fenfe  of  the  word,  at  Georgenburg,  near  Infterbarg,  half  an  hour 
after  he  arrived  at  that  place,  on  the  12th  of  April  I795»  and 
was  buried  there. 


^.  A  SKETCH  OF  THE  LIFE  OF 

THE  ABBE  BARTHELEMY, 

4tE£P£]t  OF  THB  R.OYAL  COLLECTION  OF  MEDALS,  AN  ASSO^ 
CIATE  AND  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ACADEMY  OF  INSCRIP* 
TIONS,  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  FRENCH  ACADEMY,  THE  ACA- 
PBMIES  OF  MARSEILLES,  MADRID,  CORTONA,  &C.  AND 
r^tSO  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  ROYAL  AND  ANTIQUARY  SO- 
CIETIES OF  LONDON  i  AUTHOR  OF  THE  TRAVELS  OF  ANA- 
CHARSIS,  &C. 

Whatever  reproaches  the  old  government  of  France  may 
Ibive  incurredy.and  however  unworthy  it  might  have  been  of  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  it  is  but  candid  to  confefs,  that  it  often 
piotQ^led  letters,  and  beftowed  munificent  rewards  on  men  ofge-, 
nius/  The  academies  eftablifhed  in  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV.  were 
worthy  of  a  great  nation,  and  the  knowledge  diflftifed  frotn  thefe 
in  feme  fmall  degree  indemnified  them  for  tlieir  chains:  certain 
it  Js^  tiiat  the  encouragement  given  to  learning  inienfibljr  pre- 
pared the  minds  of  the  people  for  the  changes  that  enfued,  and 
led  to  that  revolution,  many  of  the  fcenes  of  which  all  good  men 
muft  deplore.        '.  ^ 

But  the  protediion  of  the  learned  and  illuftrious  was  not  con« 
fined  to  the  court ;  the  jiobles  throughout  the  whole  extent  of 
the  empire  either  poflefled  or  afie£ted  a  tafte  for  fcienccfi  and  their 
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hottfes  and  tables  were  evfer  open  to  thofe  men  who  contributed 
to  extend  the  literature  and  arts,  and  with  them  the  glory  and 
itnown  of  their  country. 

The  fubje&  of  this  memoir,  after  backing,  for  more  than  half 
a  century  under  the  prote&ion  of  royalty,  fuddenly  beheld  him- 
lelf  dripped  of  his  well-earned  rewards,  and  confined  within  the 
walls  of  a  prifon :  but  the  reign  of  Vandalifm  happily  was  not  of 
long  duration  ;  even,  amidft  the  turbulence  of  fa&ton  and  tor- 
rents of  innocent  blood,  a  certain  degree  of  veneration  was  ftiU 
attached  to  his  perfon,  and  in  the  author  of  Anacharfis,  France 
once  more  did  homage  to  talents. 

Jean  Jacques  Barthelemy,  the.  Neftor  of  French  literature, 
was  a  native  of  Provence,  having  been  bom  at  Caffis,  a  little 
fca-port  on  the  (bores  of  the  Mediterranean,  January  ao,  17 16*, 
The  family  of  his  mother,  whofe  maiden  name  was  Magdeleinc 
Rafijt,  had  been  long  engaged  in  commerce,  and  (he  was  de- 
livered of  her  fon,  Jean  Jacques,  while  on  a  vifit  to  it.  As 
foon  as  (he  was  able  to  bear  the  fatigue  of  a  journey,  (he 
was  removed  to  Aubagne,  a  handfome  town  fituated  between 
Marfeilles  and  Toulon,  where  her  hulband^  Jofeph  Barthelemy, 
reiided. 

The  boy  waspnly  four  yean  of  age  when  he  was  bereaved  of 
this  tender  and  afFe£tionate  parent  f .  At  that  period  he  was  infen- 
lible  to  fo  great  a  lofs,  but  as  he  grew  tip,  he  learned  from  his 
father  to  refpe^'her  memory,  and  bewail  her  death  $  for  the  dif- 
confolate  widower  was  accuftomed  to  place  him  upon  his  knee, 
and  with  tears  (fareamtng  from  his  eyes,  he  reminded  him  of  their 
common  misfortune.  This  produced  fuch  an  eftetSl  upoil  his 
memory^  that  the  impreflion  was  never  effaced.  It  was  thus^ 
that  at  an  early  period  of  life  the  good  father  rendered  the  heart 
of  his  fon  fufceptible  of  fympathy,  and  developed  that  exqui^te 
fen&bility  with  which  nature  had  endowed  it. 

Jean  Jaques  at  twelve  years  of  age  was  fcnt  to  fchool  at  Mar- 

*  £flai  fur  la  vie  de  J.  J.  Barthelemy,  par  LjTJU-Julei;  Buibon  Manclfil  Niver* 
cais  (cUdevaflt  dot  de  Nii^nois),  p.  x. 

f  She  left  another  foo  and  two  daughteri  behind  hei*,  the  brother  and  fiftcrt  ^ 
Barthelemy.        ^ 
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fellies.  It  was  in  this  ancient  city,  originally  a  Greek  cdiony* 
and  which,  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  memorable  revdii^ 
tion,  evinced  that  love  of  liberty  for  which  Greece  was  fe  juftly 
renowned,  that  he  received  his  education.  Being  admitted  into  the 
college  of  the  oratory,  he  was  put  under  the  care  of  father  Renaod, 
a  perfon  of  tafte  and  wit,  who  foon  difcovered  flmiiar  qualities 
in  his  pupil,  and  became  uncommonly  attentive  to  his  progre(s. 
M.  dc  Vifcledc,  a  man  of  letters,  and  friend  to  the  former,  alfo 
Concurred  with  him  in  his  endeavours,  and  young 'Barthelemy's 
career  foon  became  equally  rapid  and  brilliant. 

He  had  refolved  to  dedicate  himfelf  to  the  church ;  but,  in  order 
to  prepare  for  this,  it  became  neceflary  to  change  his  place  of 
reCdence,  for  M.  de  Belzunce,  then  biOiop  of  Marfeilles,  being 
a6lunted  by  a  narrow  jealoufy,  refiifed  to  admit  the  (hidents  of 
the  oratory  to  holy  orders.  Barthelemy,  diereibre,  quitting  his 
^  mafters  with  regret,  found  himfelf  under  the  necefiity  of 
ftudylng  philofophy  and  theology  with  the  Jefuits. 

As  he  had  not  at  firft  the  good  fortune  to  fall  into  :d>le  hands, 
he  determined  on  following  a  private  plan  ot  education,  inde- 
pendent of  the  profeflbrs.  He  accofdingly  applied  himfelf  to  the 
ancient  languages,  and  was  indefatigable  in  obtaining  a  know- 
ledge of  the  Greek,  Hebrew,  Chaldean,  and  Syriack*  His  paf- 
fion  for  learning  had,  however,  nearly  coft  him  his  life,  for  he 
fell  dangeroufly  ill,  and  did  not  recover  his  ftrength  until  he  had 
entered  the  feminary  where  he  received  the  tonfure. 

In  this  retreat  he  dedicated  his  leifure  hours  to  the^Htidy  of 
Arabic.  A  young  Maronite,  who  had  been  educated  at  Rome, 
afforded  him  his  aiTiftance,.  and  enabled  him  not  only  to  read,  but. 
even  to  fpeak  it.  On  this,  his  new  friend  propofed  to  him  to 
render  all  the  fervices  in  his  power  to  the  Maronites,  Armenians, 
and  other  catholic  Arabians,  who  were  but  ilightly  acquainted.-! 
with  the  language  of  the  country  in  which  they  refided ;  inj 
other  words,  hfe  wiftied  that  he  would  announce  the  wcrdofGod 
to  them  in  their  native  tongue,  and  accor^ngly  prefented  him 
with  fome  Arabic  fermons,  compofed  by  a  Jefuit  who  belonged 
to  the  propaganda. 

Barthelemy,  who  could  refufe  nothing  that  rcjigion  or  friend* 
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(tip  <femiDded»  got  one  or  two  of  them  by  heart»  and  pronounced 
tbcm  with  the  moft  edifying  fucce/s^  in  a  fpacious  hall  appertain*  ^ 
ing  to  the  feminary.  His  oriental  auditors  became  fo  enchanted 
with  their  Yiew  paftor,  that  they  entreated  him  to  be  their  con** 
fefibr ;  but  his  complaifance  did  not  extend  fo  far  as  ;th)s,  and  he 
replied  jocular] y,  that  he  was  unacquainted  with  that  part  of  th^ 
Arabian  vocabulary  which  related  to  Jin. 

His  reputation,  notwithftanding  his  exceffive  modefty,  had  by 
this  time  fpread  abroad,  and  he  began  to  be  confideredas  a  youth 
of  uncommon  promife,  when  a  trifling  incident  occurred,  and 
tended  not  a  little  to  enhance  his  reputation.  Ten  or  twelve  of 
the  principal;  merchants  of  Marfeillcs  pne  day  introduced  a  per- 
ion  to  him  who  had  implored  their  cjiarity  on  the  exchange^ 
oblerving  that  he  was  by  birth  a  Jew,  and  had  been  raifed,  on 
account  of  his  great  learning,  to  the  dignity  of  a  raihin ;  but 
having  perceived,  in  confequence  of  his  lludies,  that  the  Chrif* 
tian  was  the  true  religion,  he  had  become  a  convert.  He  at  the 
fame  time  added,  that  he  was  profoundly  in(lru6^ed  jn  the  ori* 
entai  languages,  and  demanded  to  be  put  to  the  proof,  by  being 
confronted  with  (bme  learned  man. 

Barthelemy,  not  then  twenty^one  years  of  age,  was  imme- 
diately pitched  upon.  It  was  in  vain  he  afTured  them,  that  al- 
though he  could  read,  he  was  unable  to  fpeak  the  languages  in 
queflion;  they  prelTed  him  to  enter  into  converfation  with  the 
native  of  the  eaft ;  and  the  {1  ranger  himfelf  entreated  that  the 
conference  might  immediately  commence. 

The  challenge  was  at  length  accepted,  and  the  foreigner  began 
the  conteft.  Luckily  for  the  reputation  of  the  Abbe,  who  knew 
all  the  pfalms  of  David  by  heart,  he  inflantly  perceived  that  his 
antagonift  was  reciting  the  firil ;  after  allowing  him,  therefore," 
to  repeat  a  verfe  or  two,  he  immediately  Hopped  him,  by  an 
Arabic  phrafe  from  one  of  the  dialogues  to  be 'found  in  all  the 
gnmmars.  The  Jew  on  this  refumed  l^is  Hebrew  canticle,  the 
Abbe  replied  in  his  Arabic  dialogue,  and  the  converfation  foon 
became  exceedingly  animated  and  interejiing  in  the  opinion  of  all 
the  bye-danders.  At  length  the  pfalm  was  ended,  and  with.it 
the  Jew's  erudition  i  but  Barthelemy,  determining  to  have . 
-    '     *  N  3  •  the 
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the  laji  vjordy  ottered  a  few  more  phrafcs  from  his  Arabic  gram- 
mar, in  a  folcmn  tone  of  voice,  and  concluded  by  aflbring  the 
merchants,  that  this  interefting  flranger  was  highly  deferving  of 
their  care  and  attention  ;  but  the  defcendant  of  Abraham,  deter- 
mined not  to  be  behindhand  with  the  Chriftian  prieft  in  generoiity , 
cxcla^imed,  in  had  French ^  that  ho  had  traverfed  Spain,  Italy, 
Germany*  and  Turkey,  and  had  never  before  met  with  fuch  a 
prodigy  as  the  young  Abbe  ! 

Barthelemy  having  now  finiflied  his  education  at  the  feminary, 
retired  to  Aubagne,  and  fpent  fome  time  in  the  bofom  of  his  fa- 
mily, by  all  the  members  of  which  he  was  greatly  beloved.  He 
wais  accuftomed,  however,  to  repair  frequently  to  Marfeilles,  on 
purpofe  to  vifit  the  academicians,  and  other  learned  men  refiding 
there.  Among  thofe  to  whom  he  attached  himfeif  in  a  particu- 
lar manner,  was  a  M.  Gary,  the  pofleflbr  of  a  fine  cabinet  of 
medals  and  a  valuable  collection  of  books,  analogous  to  the 
darling  fubjcfk  of  his  (ludies.  They  fpent  whole  days  together 
in  converfingon  literary  fubjc£b;  after  which,  Barthelemy,  as  if 
infatiable  of  knowledge,  would  retire  to  the  Minims^  where  father 
Sigaloui,  a  correfpondeht  of  the  academy  of  fciences,  was  em- 
ployed in  making  aftrontomical  cr^fcrvations.  In  thefe  labours 
the  young  Abbe  became  his  allbciate,  for  he  was  ambitious  of 
eyery  fpecies  of  knowledge. 

•'But  he  began  at  length  to  perceive,  that  in  order  to  render  his 
ftudies  profitable,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  circumfcribc  them,  as. 
mfdij^rity  of  knpwledge,  the  inevitable  refult  of  a  diverfity  of 
applications,  was  but  little  preferable  to  ignorance  itfelf.  Occu- 
pied with  thefc  fentimetits,  he  repaired  to  Paris  in  1 744,  with  a 
view  to  devote  himfclf  entirely  to  literature.  He  was  furnished 
with  a  letter  to  M.  de  Bo^*  keeper  of  the  medals,  and  perpetual 
fecretary  of  infcriptions  and  belles  lettres.  This  learned  man, 
fo  efiimable  in  every  point  of  view,  received  him  with  great  po- 
liteneis,  and  introduced  him  to  the  acquaintance  of  the  mod 
di(lingui(hed  members  of  the  three  academies,  who  dined  t^ice  a 
week  at  his  apartments.  Mixing  with  fociety  of  this  kind,  Bar- 
thelemy became  more  deeply  enamoured  than  ever  with  a  love 
for  letters,"  and  a  rcfpcdJ  for  thofe  who  cultivated  thciu.    _ 
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y.  De  Bozcy  in  the  mean  time,  carefully  (hidled  die  cha- 
ra£ter  and  difpofition  of  the  young  man,  and  at  length  fa* 
voured  him  with  his  friendihip,  and  eren  with  hb  confidence; 
at  leaft  he  conferred  as  much  of  thefe  as  it  was  poflible  for  a 
man  of  fo  much  circumlpeAion  and  referve. 

As  the  increafing  age,  and  declining  health,  of  M.  De  Boxe 
^ould  not  permit  him  to  apply  any  longer  with  the  intenfe  in* 
veftigation  neceflary  for  the'completion  of  the  cabinet  pfmedalsy 
he  had  entertained  fome  thoughts  of  aflbctating  M.  De  BafHer 
a  learned  antiquary  belonging  to  the  academy  of  infcriptlons, 
as  a  partner  in  his  laboun.  That  gentleman  loft  the  appoint- 
ment, however,  in  confequence  of  an  unlucky  expreffion,  and 
Baithelemy  was  fele£led  a  few  months  afterwards:  this  nomi* 
nation  was  approved  both  by  M.  Bignon  the  librarian,  and 
Maurepas  the  minifter  of  the  department. 

From  that  moment  the  Abbe  dedicated  bodi  his  days  and 
nights  to  the  ftudy  of  thofe  medah  which  his  colleague  bad 
been  prevented,  by  his  infirmities,  from  arranging.     This  was 
a  tedious  procels ;  for  the  colleAions  of  the  marihal  D^Eftrfet 
snd  the  abbe  De  Rothelin,  both  of  which  were  numerous 
and  interefting,  had  b«eo  piled  up  in  boxes  without  order,  and 
even  without  labels.     It  was  neccfTary  to  examine  all  the  md* 
dais  with  care ;  to  compare  them  with  thofe  appertaining  to  tbe  '.  ' 
andent  collediion ;  to  itleSt  foch  as  were  worthy  of  being  prv    '^^ 
ferved ;  and  then  to  infcribe  them  in  feries  in  a  fupplement  to  the 
catalogue.  1  he  difficulties  attendant  on  fuch  a  tedious  operation, 
may  be  eafily  conceived ;  the  moft  indefatigable  exa£lneis  and 
perfeverance  were  neceflary  on  this  occafion,  and  thefe,  whi3h 
would  have  terrified  others,  became  a  new  ohje£t  of  attra£tiOff€o 
the  afilftant-medalift.  r.        ^ 

Amtdft  his  multiplied  occupatioxis,  Barthelemy  began  to  enjoy 
a  mode  of  life  fo  conformable  to  his  tafle  and  his  talents^  whta 
he  faibeld  with  affi'ight  a  new  career  prefent  itfelf.  In  the  courfe  ^ 
of  hisrjoamey-to  the  capital  he  had  feen  M.  De  Bauilet,  theh^  ' 
canon,  at  Aix.  Thiey  were  friends  and  countrymen;  for  M« 
De  B.  was  bom  at  Aubagne,  where  his  family  had  been  long 
^efliabUfliedv  As- he  was  a  young  man  of  coniiderable  expeftations, 
'  N  4  he 
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be  had  promii^  that  Barthdemy  fhot^ld  becoml  his  vidar-^ 
fal  the  moment  hdihtmfelf  was  decorated  witb  the  mitre.  Such  a 
fyttcntiffioffer  was  not  to  be  reje&ed}  and  as  the  catnon  was  now 
«iaafinated  to  the  bifliopric  of  Bezieres,  ho  did  not  &il  to  remind 
his  old  acquaintance  of  their  mutual  engagement.  The  forrow 
of  the  medalift  on  thisoccafion  was  too  great  to  be  concealed;  he 
was,  however,  too  fcrupulous  an  obferver  of  his  word  to  break . 
Jiis  promife ;  but  the  prelate,  who  faw  and  felt  for  the  embar- 
nffment  6f  Barthelemy,  immediately  deiifted  from  his  im- 
^rtunities.  * 

'  On  the  death  of  M.  Burette,  in  May  1747,  the  afibciate  of 
the  cabinet  of  medals  was  elcfbed  in  his  place  an  afibciate  c^  the 
academy  of  infcriptions,  M.  Le  Beau  having,  out  of  refpdft  €0 
Him,  generoufly  defifted  from  all  folicitations  for^imfelf.     On 
the  next  vacancy  that  gentleman  was  unanimouib  eledled ;  this 
:kecame  the  prelude  to  a  generous  cdnt^ft  between  thefe  two 
learned  and  refpe&ble  men:  for'M.  De  Bougainvilie  )iaving 
trefigned  the  place  of  fecretary  to  the*  academy^  on  account  of 
Ms  infirmities,  he  propofed  to  M.  d'Argenfon,  who  prefided  over 
that  departmenj,  that  Barthelemy  (liould  be  his  fuccefibr.     The 
tninifter  confented  to  the  arrangement,  but  Barthelemy  refufed 
.the  appointment,  and,  in  his  turn,  recommended  M.  Le  Beau. 
On  the  refignation  of  the  latter,  a  few  years  afterwards,  he 
wiflied  the  Abbe  tp  fupply  his  place ;  faying,  2it  the  fame  time, 
**  I  owe  it,  and  I  reftore  it  to  you.'* 

Barthelemy,  now  become  the  fuccefibr  of  fo  many  illuftrious 
men  who  had  fupported  the  caufe  of  literature  fince  the  efta- 
Uifbment  of  the  academy  in  1663,  prepared  to  add  to  his  daily 
avocations  in  the  cabinet  of  medals  the  annual  labours  re<]uired 
by  his  new  fituation  ;  and  he  acquitted  himfelf  of  this  double 
talk,  with  a  degree  of  exa£tnefs  which  his  vaft  erudition  cQuId 
alone  enable  him  to  attain.  He  explained  the  monuments  left 
by  tlie  Hebrews,  Perfians,  Phenicians,  Egyptians,  an|pf^ra- 
hians ;  all  the  nations  and  all  the  languages  of  antiquity  became 
the  fubje£i  of  his  refe^g-ches,  and  the  objeds  of  his  judicious 
eriticifms.  In  the  courfe  of  bis  ftudies  he  could  not  fail  to  dif- 
clofe  the  trrocs  of  many  eftimable  and  learned  men  who  had 

preceded 
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Mpcded  him;  but;  wlule  h«  dU«QYettd  timr  faults  with  hU 
mual  fagacity*  he  mentio&ed  them  with  that  modefty  a^d  fK>- 
liteiuj^  which  dilUnguiihed  htm  in  a  particular  maoner.  Thjs 
'wa»  eminently  obfervablo  in  his  dii&rtation  on.  the  infcrlptioos 
found  at  Palmyra,  by  lome  Englllh.  travellers^  of  which  an  ex-* 
planatipn  had  often  been  attempted  before:  but  this  always 
proved  unfatisfa&ory,  while  that  given  by  him  was  rendered 
truly  eftimable  on  account  ^of  its  (implicity  and  its  precidon. 
Nay  he  formed,  on  this  occafion,  a  Palmyrian  alphabet ;  which 
afTorded  much  fatisfaftion  to  the  learned  world,  and  may,  per- 
haps, ferve  fome  day  to  refufcitate  the  memory  of  a  people  for-* 
mftrly  celebrated  on  account  of  their  power,  their  exploits* 
their*  commerce,  their  tafte  for  the  arts,  their  magnificence,—- 
the  very  lumory  of  which  has  been  nearly  extinguiflied  by  the 
vengeance  of  the  Romans. 

On  the  death  of  M.  De  Boze,  keeper  of  the  cabinet  of  mc- 
idsl  ifi  I753»  Bartnelemy,  who  had  been  his  colleague  during 
{evch  years,  of  courfe  expedled  to  fucceed  him  in  that  honour- 
able fituation.     One  perfon,  however,  darted  as  a  candidate;     « 
but  nqtwithftanding  the  Abbe,   relying  on  the  juftice  of  his       , 
pretentions^  took  no  ftep  whatever  to  obtain  the  ap^^ointm^nt*     % 
yet  the  zeal  of  his  friends  rendered  all  folicitatioo  on  his  part 
unnecellary,   for  they  were  both  numerous  and  powerful     M. 
DeMaielherbes,  whofe  unfortunate  and  tragical  death  all  worthy 
men  deplore ;  M^  De  Stainville,  afterwards  a  duke  and  minideri 
and  M.  De  Gontaut,  brother  of  the  laft  marfhal  De  Biron^ 
fupported  his  pretenfions,  and  he  was  accordingly  nominjited 
fucceSbr  to  his  friend  in'  175^ 

It  may  be  eafily  fuppofed  that  his  zeal  experienced  no  abate** 
ment  by  this  new  favour.  On  the  contrary,  his  mind  was  con- 
tinually occupied  in  difcovering,  acquiring,  and  explaining  the 
moft  precious  works  of  antiquity ;  and  his  attention  was  of 
CDjfle  principally  dire£ted,  on  this  occailon,  towards  the  mo* 
mRents  of  Greece  and  Rome.  An  opportunity  foon  pre« 
(enjed  itfelf  of  gratifying  his   curiofity  in  refpeft  to    thefe 

De  StaioTille,  aftetwards  better  known  during  his  admi- 

niftratba 
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Djftration  by  the  title  of  dnke-  Dc  ChotfeuU  in  1754  was 
appcHfited  ambaflador  to  Rome.  Madame  De  StainviUe*^  a  lady 
both  young  and  beautiful,  being  paflionately  attached  to  learn- 
ing and  learned  men,  conceived  a  particular  regSird  for  the  Abb^^ 
and  it  was  propofed  that  he  fhould  occupy  a  ]ilace  in  their  car- 
riage, on  this  occafion,  and  make  the  tour  of  Italy  along  with 
them.  Such  a  proportion  could  not  fail  to  be  highly  flattering ; 
but  he  was  obliged,  from  principles  of  duty,  to  refrain  for  a 
time  from  complying  with  their  wishes.  He  fet  out  foon  after, 
however,  with  his  friend  M.  De  Cotte  (in  the  month  of  Auguft 
1755),  and  arrived  on  the  firft  of  November  at  Rome,  where 
he  and  his  companion  were  received  and  treated  in  the  kindeft 
manner  by  the  French  plenipotentiary,  who  lived  in  a  magnifi- 
cent Ayle  in  a  capital  defined,  in  confequence  of  a  moil  unpre- 
cedented coincidence,  of  affairs,  to  appertain  to  his  native  coun« 
try.  Pope  BenediS  XIV.  who  then  wore  the  tiara,  being  a 
learned t  man  himfclf,  did  not  fail  to  di{lingui(h  Barthelemy  by 
the  moft  courteous  reception.  But  his  ftay  at  Rome  was  not 
long,  for  be  was  defirous  of  viiiting  Naples,  rendered  particu* 

*  Mad.  De  S.  was  only  fcventeen  ycwn  of  age  }  l^er  chariAcr  it  depifted  by  the 
grateful  author  of  Anacliarfii,  nn^fit  the  name  of  Phsdika,  while  che*ai&bairador 
ii  celebrated  ta  ABAtwvi .  It  ia  thoa.  they  ac€  defcrlbcd  by  a  noUemaa  (the  late 
duke  De  Nlveraois)  who  was  k>nf  fud  intimately  acquaijited  with  them  both  t— ' 
.  *'  Mt  D<  Stainville  depuis  miniftre  d'etat.  Sec.  Connoifleur  en  homiBes  SctnU^ 
Uotp  iljoi^oit  i  fa  gcn^rqiitf  naturelle  une  vue  que  tous  lea  hoames  d*etat  dolvent 
tfotri  cclle  de  favorifer,  d*aider,'de  pr^venir  lea  fujets  di (Ungues  par  on  merlte 
fcedAttQ.  - 

**  La  jeune  female  de  rambafladcur  ne  ceflbit  d*avenir,  d^ciciter  avec  Tigihaco 
Jca  difpoittaotfs  gcnereufes  d\in  man  qui  dcoit  Tunique  objet  de  (oa  adositioA  Sc  de 
Jon  cnhcy  comroe  il  eft  depuis  dix  anodey  celi^i  de  fes  regrets  St  de  fcs  larmes. 

*'  A\^ee  dc  17  aosy  mais  formee  par  des  le^ures  folideb,  par  del  r^fleKions  toti* 
joors  juftes>  dc  mieui  encore  par  rheureiix  inftind  d*un  caraAere  qui  ne  lui  laifle 
4ire,  penfer  Sc  faire  que  ce  qui  eft  bien>  elle  juiflbit  d^a  dans  Rome  d*nne  hauto 
coafideration  $  dc  elle  y  acquit  bicotot  crtte  veneration  qui  d^ordinaire  ne  a'aoorde 
qu'a  un  long  exerdife  des  vertus.  Ii  me  feroit  aujourd*hui  plus  aife  qu*a  pcrfoiflr  de 
detainer  icx  les  rares  qualites  de  font  cceuri  Sc  de  Ton  efpritj  maisje  m*en  abftienj^ 
^Ht  attacKement  pour  elle.  Je  connoU  trop  fa  modeftle  pour  Touloir  la  faiie  toii%ir 
d*on  portrait  qu'elle  regatdczoit  camme  on  ^loge.** 

.-f  Lambertini  publiihed  ao  lefs  than  twelve  voliimesj  f^ativ^  t«  religion^  before 
^s  ekration  to  the  chair  of  St,  Peur,  " 
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llrly  interefting  to  an  antiquary,  at  that  period,  by  the  recent 
discoveries  made  in  its  neighbourhood.  He  and  his  feIlo\v*tra* 
YeUer  were  occupied  during  a  whote  month  in  admiring  the  cu- 
rioiities  of  that  capital,  now  alfo  in  pofleffion  of  their  country- 
men ;  after  which  they  took  a  journey  of  thirty  leagues,  to  be- 
hold the  monuments  /of  Grecian  architedlure,  ftill  exiding  on 
the  fite  of  the  ancient  city  of  Psftum. 

The  fpacious  apartments  of  the  palace  of  Portici,  containing 
the  antiquities  of  Herculaneum  and  Pompeia,  were  ilill  more 
interefting,  and  excited  a  far  greater  degree  of  curiofity  in  the 
breafts  of  the  French  philofophers.  There  they  beheld  aii^lm* 
nienfe  quantity  of  paintings,  ftatuts,  bufts,  vafes,  and  uten(& 
of  every  kind ;  obje£b  peculiarly  calculated  to  engage  their  af^ 
tention  and  excite  their  applaufe.  It  was  not,  howevcf ,  y^ithr 
cut  a  certain  mixture  of  grief  and  furprife  that  they  noticed  tKt 
four  or  five  hundred  manufcripts,  faved  from  the  ruiqs  of  Her* 
culaneum,  lying  in  the  fame  forlorn  (late  in  'which  they  vrfitt 
difcoveredw  Two  or  three  only  had  been  unrolled,  of  which 
the  learned  Mazocchi  has  given  an  explanation':  as  theie  con* 
tainad  nothing  important  the  operation  was  abandoned. 

But  Barthdemy  was  not  fo  eafily  difcouraged,  for  he  unoeaf^ 
ingly  folicited,  he  almofi  condefcended  to  intrigue^  with  a  vievr 
to  engage  the  pofleflbrs  of  thefe  treafures  to  turn  them  to  the 
befi  advantage.  He,  at  length,  perceived  his  labours  ibout  to 
be  crowned  with  fuccefs  a  few  years  afterwards,  but  he  was 
finally  diiappoioted  by  the  death  of  the  marquis  Caraccioli,  the 
minifter  of  Naples,  who  had  entered  moft  cordially  into  bis 
views. 

Another  fi;ibje6^  about^  this  time  alfo  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  Abbg.  He  was  e^tceedingly  defirous  of  prefenting  the 
learned  men  of  France  with  a  fpecimen  of  the  ancient vrriting 
employed  ia  the  Greek  manufcripts.  He  according  ^tttSiA 
himfelf,  oh  this  fubje^,  to  his  friend  Mazocchi',  and 'alfo  ^o 
M,  Pademo,  who  fuperintended  the  treafures  of  Portici :  both, 
however,  replied  that  they  were  exprefsly  enjoined  hot  to  com- 
municate any  thing.  On  this  he  folicited  permiflion  to  look, . 
for  a  few  minutes  qnly,  op  a  p;^e  of  a  manufcript  which  had 
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been  cut  from  top  to  bottom  ilnce  its  difcovery.  It  contained 
twenty-eight  lines^  and  ^artbelemy  read  it  over  fix  dfflFereat 
times  with  extreme  attention  -,  after  this  he  retired  to  a  comer  • 
and  tranfcribed  the  precious  fragment,  on  a  piece  of  paper,  from 
memory.  He  then  returned,  and  having  made  a  mental  coUa* 
tion  between  the  copy  and  the  original,  he  correAed  two  or 
three  trifling  errors  that  had  efcaped  his  attention. 

Having  thus  rendered  himfclf  matter  of  a  fac-Jimile  of  the 
MS.  which  related  to  the  perfecution  of  the  Greek  phiIofi>- 
phers  during  the  time  of  Pericles,  he  tranfrnitted  the  literary 
plunder,  in  the  courfe  of  that  very  day,  to  the  academy  of 
Mles-Iettres,  ftri^lly  enjoining  fecrecy,  ho\yever,  that  Ma* 
jx>cchi  ami  Paderno  might  efcape.all  manner  of  blame. 
.  The  king  of  Napl«s»  who  happened  to  be  at  that  time  at 
Claserta,  caufed  Barthelemy  to  be  pre(ented  by  M.  d'Oflun, 
ihe  French  minifier.  During  dinner  his  majefty  converfed 
•with  him  freely,  relative  to  the  difcoveries  lately  nude  in  his 
Jcingdom ;  and  regretted  exceedingly  that  he  could  not  fee  the 
cabinet  of  medals,  on  account  of  the  abfence  of  the  keeper. 
He,  however,  caufed  the  fuperb  columns  of  andent  marble, 
recently  brought  to  his  palace,  to  be  (hewn  to  the  learned 
Frenchman,  and  gave  orders  that  his  name  fhould  ,be  infcribed 
among  thofe  who  were  to  receive  the  volumes  containing  the 
antiquities  of  Herculaneum. 

Throughout  all  the  great  towns  of  Italy,  Barthelemy's  repu- 
tation enfured  him  a  welcome  reception  by  all  thofe  diftin- 
guilhed  either  for  birth  or  erudition.  He  chiefly  refided,  how- 
ever, at  Rome ;  and  it  was  there  he  explained,  in  a  novel  and 
fatisfaSory  manner,  the  rich  Mofaic  of  Palcftrina.  Several  il- 
luftrious  men,  before  this,  had  given  very  ingenious  interpreta- 
tions, but  he  was  allowed  to  have  fubftituted  a  more  fimple  and 
true  one.  His  predeceffors  had  endeavoured  to  folve  this  grand 
enigma  by  recurring  to  the  life  of  Sy II a.  They,  thought  they 
could difcover  Alexander  arriving  in  Egypt,  and  appearing,  with 
viftory  by  his  fide,  under  a  tent,  furrounded  by  his  guards  and 
generals.  According  to  them  it  was  the  Romans,  in  the  dif- 
guife  of  the  liero  of  Maccdoni;^,   who  reminded  the  people  in 

the 


BARTH£L£!kfV.  1S9 

the  temple  of  Fortune  at  Prfnefte,  now  called  Paleftrina,  of  the 
ondes  of  that  goddefi,  which  juftified  the  elevation  of  the  die* 
tiktor  lit  the  fame  manner  the  oracle  of  Ammon  had  legitimated 
the  conquefts  of  Aleiander.  Barthelemy,  on  the  other  hand, 
would  not  believe  that  this  ^as  either  Sylla  or  the  Grecian  con- 
queror, but  the  emperor  Adrian ;  and  this  dlfcovery  did  infinite 
honour  to  the  modeft  author,  who  confidered  it  in  no  other 
light  than  a  fimple  reftitution  of  the  text  *, 

M.  De  Stainvilie  having  been  appointed  amb9flador'to  the 
court  of  Vienna,  in  17579  the  Abbe  accompanied  his  hdy  thi-- 
ther.  On  his  arrival  he  found  that  his  friend  and  proteAor  had' 
made  certain  arrangements  with  the  French  miniftry,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  gratiJly  his  paffion  for  antiquities.  In  confequence  of 
this  he  had  leave  to  vifit  Greece  and  the  fea-ports  of  the  Medi- 
terranean, at  the  king*s  expence,  where  he  was  to  amt^s  new 
treafures,  and  return  with  them  to  his  native  country  by  Mar- 
fellies.  But,  notwithftanding  all  the  attra£tions  that  this  projed 
prefeated,  his  fcrupulbus  attachment  to  his  duty  prevailed  over 
his  paffion  for  knowledge ;  as  he  deemed  it  highly  improper  tliat 
the  cabinet  of  medals  ihould  be  fo  long  Aiut. 

At  length,  towards  the  end  of  1758,  M.  De  StainvUle,  now 

become  duke  De  Choifeul,  was  nominated  minifter  for  foreign 
aflairs  in  the  room  of  the  abbe  De  Bernis,  who  had  retired  with 
a  canlinars  hat.  No  fooner  did  this  event  take  place,  than  both 
he  and  his  lady  determined  to  provide  for  their  friend.  They 
accordingly  requefted  Barthelemy  to  flate  the  fum  that  would 
make  him  eafy  for  life,  and  he  inftantly  mentioned  fix  thou- 
fand  livres  a  year  f  ;  blufhing,  at  the  fame  time,  at  the  largenels 
of  the  demand. 

As  the  purfc  of  the  nation  was  now  open  to  the  patron,  he 
diftributed  bis  favours  with  a  liberal  hand;  and  it  muft  be  owned 
that,  onthis  occafion^  an  objeft  worthy  of  remuneration  prc- 
fented  itielf  in  the  perfon  of  the  learned  Abbe.     Accordingly^ 

*  Barthelemy  wrote  a  diflertation  on  this  (nhjtAj  which  is  to  be  found  in  the 
thirtieth  ▼olame  of  the  academy  of  infcriptions. 
t  About  250L  ft«ylili|. 

in 
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in  17599  he  prefented  him  with  a  peniion  on  the  arehblihc^ric 
of  Alby;  in  1765  he  conferred  on  him  the  treafurcrfliip  of  St. 
Martin  De  Tours,  and  in  1768  he  made  him  fecretary-general 
to  the  Swifs  guards.  In  addition  to  thefe  the  Abbe  alfo  enjoyed 
a  penfion  of  5000  livres  on  the  Mercury*.  His  income  was 
now  very  large,  but  he  employed  it  nobly;  for  he  diftributed* 
the  furplus,  which  was  confiderable,  among  indigent  men  of 
letters. 

In  1771  M.  De  Choifeul  was  difgraced,  being  facc^eded  in 
bis  office  by  his  enemy  the  duke  d'Aiguilloni  ^nd  exiled  to  his 
oftate  at  Cbanteloupe.  On  this  occafion  he  was  forfaken  as* 
ufual  by  the  courtiers,  who  had  ba(ked  in  the  funihine  of  his 
favour;  but  he  was  not  deferted  by  the  grateful  antiquary, 
who  inftantly  repaired  thither  to  pay  his  refpeAs ;  nay,  when  the 
king  demanded  the  duke's  refignation  of  the  poft  of  colonel- 
general  of  the  Swifs  guards,  the  Abbe,  with  a  fpirit  that  does, 
honour  to  his  memory,  infilled  on  fending  in  his  own  refigna- 
tion ojT  die  fecretaryihjp ;  but  the  ex-mini(Ier  interfered,  and 
prevailed  upon  him  not  to  deliver  it  up  without  an  indemnifica- 
tion, which  (hould  be  fanSioned  by  the  great  ieal,  and  autho- 
rifed  by  letters  patent  enregiftered  in  parliament.  On  his  return 
to  Paris  an  offer  was  made  him  to  retain  his  place  on  the  iamc 
footing  as  formerly,  with  the  exprefs  condition,  however,  that 
h^Jhould  not  renew  his  vljit  to  Cbanteloupe :  but  he  refufed  to 
agi^e  to  fuch  degrading  terms.  At  length  he  received  a  pen* 
fion  of  60CO  livres,  arifing  out  of  the  profits  of  his  office, 
and' the  day  after  returned  to  the  houfe  of  his  benefactor. 

Barthelemy  was  now  in  poflfeffion  of  more  than  X200l.  fler- 
Ihig  per  annum ;  of  this  he  diftributed  between  three  and  four 
hundred  in  the  manner  before  related ;  the  remainder  was  not 
diffipated  in  pomp  and  oflentation,  but  employed  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  enable  him  to  enjoy  a  philofophic  eafe.  He  alfo 
educated  and  efiablifhed  three  nephews  in  life,  one  of  whom  hai% 
been  fuooeffively  ambaffiidor  and  diredlor ;  he  at  the  fame  time 
fupported  the  reft  of  his  family  in  Provence,  and  feledted  a 

^  A  cdeBtatod  jownal  pubUihed  weekly  ia  Ptrlii.    . 
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nobte  library,  which  be   difpQfed  of  fome  yean  before  hU 
death. 

After  having  thus  poflefled  an  ample  income  during  more 
than  twenty  years,  theabb6  Barthelemy  found  himfelf,  towards 
the  latter  end  of  hisexiftence,  reduced  to  live  on  a  pittance  calcu* 
latcd  merely  to  furnifli  the  indifpeufable  neceflaries  of  life,  in 
cbnfequence  of  the  fuppreilion  of  places  and  appointments  that 
enfued  immediately  after  the  revolution.  He  was  never  heard, 
however,  to  complain ;  nay,  he  did  not  feem  to  perceive  the 
change ;  and,  while  he  was  ftill  permitted  by.  his  age  and  infir- 
mities to  walk  from  one  end  of  Paris  to  the  other,  to  pay  his 
rcfpeAs  to  madame  De  Choifeul,  he  feemed  to  the  full  as  happy 
as  before. 

In  1788  appeared  his  celebrated  work,  entitled  *^  Voyage  du 
jeune  Anachariis  en  Grece,  dans  le  milieu  du  quatrieme  fiede 
avant  Fere  Chretiennc."  He  had  begun  it  in  1757,  ^"^>  during 
an  uninterrupted  fucceffion  of  thirty  years,  occupied  his  leifure 
hounin  bringing  it  to  maturity.-  Some  have  exprefTed  their 
aftoniihment  that  any  man  fhould  have  been  fo  employed  for 
fuch  a  feries  of  time ;  others,  on  the  contrary,  wonder  how 
fttch  a  marvellous  fabric  could  have  been  raifed  within  that 
period. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  here  to  (ketch  an  outline  of  this  work. 
His  hero,  a  young  Scythian,  defcended  from  the  famous  phi- 
lofopher  Anacharfis,  whdfe  name  he  bears,  is  fuppofed  to  repair 
to  Greece,  for  his  inflruction,  in  his  early  youth,  and,  after 
making  a  tour  of  her  republics,  her  colonies,  and  her  iflands, 
he  returns  to  his  native  country  and  writes  this  book,  in  his  old 
age,  after  the  hero  of  Macedon  had  overturned  the  Perfiaa 
empire.  .  In  the  manner  of  modern  travellers,  he  gives  an  ac- 
count of  the  cuftoms,  government,  and  antiquities,  of  the 
country  he  has  viilted ;  a  copious  introdu£tion  fupplies  what- 
ever may  be  wanting  in  refpe£l  to  hiftorical  details ;  while  vari- 
ous diflertations  on  the  muiic  of  the  Greeks,  on  the  library  of 
the  Athenians,  and  on  the  osconomy,  purfuits,  ruling  paflions, 
manners  and  cuftoms,  of  all  the  furrounding  dates,  afford  ample 
gtatification  to  the  reader  of  tafte. 

It 
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It  is  to  be  6bfcrvcd,  however,  that  Bartheleaiy,  perhaps^ 
pays  but  too  little  refpefl  to  Athens,  and  too  much  to  Sparta ; 
that  he  undervalues  a  city  which  was  '*  the  eye"  of  Greece, 
to  praife  a  nation  that  lived  iti  eternal  hoflility  to  the  kws  of 
human  nature.  His  apology  for  ttelolifm^  and  his  attempt  to 
excule' the  barbarities  of  the  cruel  mailers  of  Leuconia,  evince 
either  a  finguiar  love  of  novelty,  or  an  unbecoming  partiality 
to  tyranny.  On  the  whole,  however,  it  is  one  of  the  moft 
teamed  wgrks  that  has  appeared  in  the  prefent  age ;  and  did  not 
fail  at  once  to  excite  and  jnilify  the  admiration  of  the  public 
in  behalf  of  the  author. 

In  1789  the  author  became' a  candidate  for  a  chair  in  the 
French  academy ;  and  fuch  was  the  reputation  he  had  obtained 
by  his  labours,  that  this  learned  body  became  particularly  anxious 
to  enrol  him  among  its  members ;  he  was  accordingly  eleded  hj 
•cclamatioo*  The  fpeech  delivered  by  the  Abbe  on  his 
inavguration  has  been  equally  celebrated,  for  its  fimplicity 
and  modefty. 

In  1790  M.  De  St.  Prieft,  miriifter  of  the  department  of 
Paris,  made  him  an  offer  of  the  place. of  librarian  to  the  king^ 
then  vacant  by  the  refignation  of  M.  Le  Noir.  This  was,  at 
that  period,  a  very  flattering  propofal,  but  it  was  not  accepted ; 
for  the  Abbe  imagined  that  it  might  interfere  with  hb  literary 
occupations,  and  therefore,  after  ezprefling  his  gratitad^,  he 
declined  the  intended  favour. 

In  the  mean  time,  while  Barthelemy  was  thus  refulrng  one 
of  the  moil  honourable  offices  that  a  man  of  letters  could  at  that 
time  *afpire  to,  he  did  not  negle^l  the  department  which  bad  fo 
long  been  confided  to  his  charge.  His  ardour,  in  refpefl  to 
every  thing  that  concerned  the  cabinet  of  medals,  remained  un- 
abated and  unaltered  through  life,  and  he  now  found  means  to 
have  his  nephew,  Barthelemy  Courcay,  alTociated  with  him  in 
his  labours.  This  grand  coUedlion  had  received  a  coniiderablc 
incr«|fe,  and  been  embelliihed  with  a  number  of  fine  fpecimens 
fince  it  was  confided  to  his  care.  To  enrich  it  ftill  more  he  carried 
on  acorrefpondence,  not  only  with  the  various  provinces  of  France, 
but  alfo  widi  all  parts  of  Europe.     Sweden  and  Denmark,  as 
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well  as  Italy,  contributed  to  its  f;»lendour,  and  helped  to  complete  ^        , 
the  afleinblage  of  modem  medals ;  the  feries  of  which  had  been  i 

tacglcded  after  the  death  of  Colbert,  that  great  K»n,  who 
forgot  nothing  tint   could,  contribute  to   the    glory  of  his 

country. 

But  the  works  of  latter  times  did  not  appear  to  fiarthelemy  to 
be  fo  inteiefting  as  diofe  of  the  ancients ;  it  was  therefore  in 
fearch  of  thefe  t^iat  he  was  chiefly  employed,  and  his  fucceis  was 
fach,  that  he  actually  doubled  this  fpecies  of  treafure,  for  he  found  i 

only  twenty,  and  left  forty  thouland  ancient  menials.  He  was 
indefatigable  in  purfuit  of  them,  and  no  lefe  than  four  hundred 
tboufand  are  fuppofed  to'  have  paiTed  through  his  hands  ia  the* 
courfe  of  his  adminiftratton. 

In  addition  to^thofe  purchafed  feparately,  he  (bmettmes  pro- 
cured complete  collections  belonging  to  learned  and  enlightened 
men,  fuch  as  thofd  of  Gary,  Pellerin,  D*£nnery,  and  Cleves,  the 
bftof  whom  had  obtained  feveral  precious  fpecimens,  that  tend* 
cd  nof  a  little  to  embellish  the  feries  of  imperial  medals  in  gold. 
That  of  Pellerin  was  the  moft  complete  whichhad  ever  been  pof- 
fefled  by  any  individual :  he  enjoyed  a  place  in  the  naval  depart*' 
ment,  and  carried  on  a  correfpondence,  during  more  than  forty 
yean,  with  all  the  French  confuls  in  the  Levant,  by  which  means 
he  enriched  his  colle6Uon  with  an  infinite  number  of  Greek  ' 
medals,  until  then  unknown.  * 

The  cabinet  was  now- fo  large,  and  had  attained  fuch  a  high  de- 
gree of  fieputation,.  that  it  was  deemed  neceflary  to  communicate 
a  lift  of  its  treafures  to  all  the  learned  men  of  Europe.  A  miU 
nufcript  catalogue,  accompanied  by  an  accurate  defcription, 
was  intended  to  crown  the  labours  of  Bartheleimy.  This,  how- 
ever, was  a  coftly  operation,  in  confequence  of  the  number  of  . ' 
tR  engravings.  M.  De  Breteuil,  at  that  time  one  of  the  minif- 
ters,  wafmly  patronized  the  plan ;  but  fach  was  the  miferaUe 
ftate  of  the  finances  towards  the  latter  end  of  'the  monarchJH 
that  money  could  not  be  fparcd  to  defray  the  expences !  \ 

I  In  the  mean  time  the  health  of  the  learned  medallift  declined 
daily,  and,  in  1 792,  his  ftrength  began  to  fail  him.  Towards  the 
beginning  of  the  next  year  he  became  fubjedt  to  fainting  fits» 

O  which 
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wluchdeprivedhhnoftheexerdr^of  his  faculties  for  feveral  hours 
togcthei;.  E(eing  naturally  calm  and  courageous,  he  did  notappcar, 
however,  to  be  in  the  leaft  aiFe£ted  by  thcfe  accidents,  but  his  friends 
confidcrcd  them  as  fymploms  of  a  fpeedy  diffolution. 

He  was  now  feventy-eight  years  of  age,  fixty  of  which  had 
been  fpcnt  in  literary  toils,  when  an  event  occurred,  calculated 

«  _ 

to  ej^cite  the  mod  bitter  indignation.. On  the  30th  Auguft,  1793, 
this  feeble  old  man  was  denounced  as  an  arijla^raty  and  his 
nephew  and  feveral  other  young  men  employed  about  the  library 
were  included  in  the  fupj)ofed  guilt.  The  accufation  proceeded 
from  a  perfon  of  the  namo  of  Duby,  a  clerk  in  the  library,  and 
was  conveyed  in  a  letter  written  by  him  to  a  perfon  of  the  name 
of  Chretien,  a  paftry-cook,  who  happened  to  be  a  member  of  the 
fcdlion,  before  v\^hic4i  it  was  flrft  read,  and  then  tratifmitted  to 
the  municipality.  It  ought  not  to  be  omitted  here  that  Duby 
did  not  know  Chretien,  or  Chretien  Duby,, and  that  Bagtbelcmy 
was  not  acquainted  with  either  of  them  ! 

A  warrant  was  ipamediajely^ifltied  againft  the  fuppofed  cul- 
prits, and  this  was  fignified  by  the  officers  of  jiiftice  to  the  Abbe, 

'  who  happened  to  be  at  madame  De  Choifeul's  on  the  morning 
of  the  2d  of  September.  ^On  this  he  inftantly  arofe,  and,  with- 
out difccvcring  any  fymptoms  of  fear,  took  his  leave  of  that 
lady,  and  was  conduced  to  the  AlagdelomtteSy  where  he  found 
his  nephew  Cour^y.  Such,  however,  was  the  refpe(^  paid  to 
his  virtues  and  his  talents,  even  within  the  walls  of  a  prifon, 
that,  on  entering  the  gate,  he  was  received  with  every  expreiCon 
of  regard  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  dreary  manfion,  and  the 
gaoler,  wh^ofe  name  was  Vanbertrand,  paid  the  utmoft  attention 
to  him.     He  was  accordingly  lodged  in  a  little  apartment  along 

,  with  his  relation,  and  in  the  courfc  of  that  evening  he  received 
a  villt  from  madame  De  Choifeul,  who  had  taken  care  to  inti- 
mate the  event  to  the  government.  No  iboner  was  the  com- 
r)iittcc  informed  that  the  Abbe  Barthelemy  had  been  included  in 
^|p  order  that  was  meant  only  to  extend  to  fome  of  the  fubalteriis 
employed  in  the  library,  than  orders  were  inilantly  iiTued  for  his 
releafe,  aiid  we  are  aiTured  by  his  friend  the  duke  De  Nivernois, 
that  the  clerks  in  the  public  offices  difplayed  the  utmoft  zeal  ia 

forwarding 
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forwarding  the  neceflary  papers  for  his  liberation:  accordingly 
at  eleven  o'clock  at  night  he  was  aroufed  from  bis*fleep  (for  it 
feemed  to  be  refolved*  on  the  part  of  the  committee,  that  the 
author  of  Anachards  ihould  not  be  permitted  to  fpend  a  night  in 
prifon},  and  condu£ied  to  the  houfe  of  his  fair  friend* 

But  the  attention  of  the  government  did  not  (lop  here ;  for  in 
a  few  weeks  afterwards,  the  place  of  national  librarian  being  va- 
cant by  the  death  of  Carra,  and  the  refignation  of  Chamfort, 
who  had  held  it  jointly,  it  was  offered  to  the  Abbe,  with  the 
mod  flattering  marks  of  attention.  His  age  and  infirmities,  how- 
ever, aflfbrded  but  too  good  a  pretext  for  his  refufal. 

In*  1794  his  approaching  diflblution  was  apparent  to  every  one 
but  himfel^  for  his  fainting  fits  became  longer  and  more  fre* 
quent ;  however,  as  he  did  not  retain  any  remembrance  of  tliem, 
he  occupied  his  time  as  ufual ;  in  other  words,  he  devoted  all  his 
hours  to  friendfhip  and  literature. 

He  had  now  reached  the  eightieth  year  of  a  life  which  had 
been  entirely  fpent  in  a  laborious  and  incefiant  application  to  Audy,* 
which  had  fecretly  weakened  the  fprings  of  cxiftence.  The  rigour 
of  the  winter  of  1795,  againft  which  he  had  adopted  no  precau- 
tions, is  fuppofed  to  have  haftenedjhe  cataftrophe ;  this  did  not 
occur,  however,  until  the  fpring. 

On  the  a5th  of  April  he-  dined  with  madame  De  ChoifeuU 
although  he  had  been  ill  for  fome  days  before,  and  his  phyfician, 
M.  Poifonnier  Defperrteres,  is  of  opinion,  that  on  his  return  he 
was  afFedled  by  the  coldnefs  of  ^he  afternoon.  The  evening, 
however,  was  fpent  as  ufual  in  converfation  ;.  but  in  the  courfe 
of  the  itight  he  became  fo  weak  that  he  was  unable  to  ring  his 
bell,  for  he  never  would  permit  any  one  to  fleep  in  the  fame 
apartment  with  himfelf.  Comtois,  his  valet  de  chambre,  being 
furprifed  that  he  had  not  been  called,  as  the  Abbe  was  accuftom- 
ed  to  rife  early,  entered  the  bedchamber  of  his  own  accord,  at 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  beheld  his  mafter  with  his  feet 

in  the  bed  and  his  bead  on  the  floor,  entirely  deprived  of  fenfa- 
tion.  After  beings  replaced,  his  recoll^d^ion  returned  by  de« 
grees,  but  a  fever  accompanied  by  a  cough  enfued,  expe6loration 

O  %  became 
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became  4i£culty  and  he  was  carried  odFwidioat^xporienciTig  any 
paio,  ?X  three,  o'clock  of  the  afternoon  of  April  30*  -1795.  • 

He  retained  full  pofleffion  of  all^  his  fenfes  until  the  very  laft 
moment.  At  one  o*clock  he  read  Horace  as  if  nochmg  extraordinary 
had  occurred;  but  his  hands  turning  cold,  in  confequenCe  of  the 
approach  of  death,  became  unable  to  fupport  the  book,  which 
fell  to  the  ground.  His  head  foon  after  was  feen  to  incline  on 
one  fide,  he  appeared  to  deep,  and  it  was  believed  by  bis  nephew 
and  his  attendants  that  this  was  really  the  cafe;  but  it  was  fiton 
difcovered  that  bis  refpiration  had  ceafed»  and  that  this  learned 
man  was  no  more  I 

Thus  died,  without  any  x>f  the  ufual  ftruggles  that  accompany 
death,  Jean  Jaques  Barthelemy,  one  of  the  greateft  ornaments  of 
his  age,  regretted  by  all  his  relations  as  if  he  had  been  their  com- 
mon father^  whofe  life  prefented  an  example,  and  whofe  works 
form  a  model  for  literary  men.  In  perfon  he  was  above  the  middle 
fize,  and,  if  we  are  to  give  credit  to  his  admirers,  his  coun* 
tenance  difplayed  an  siir  of  antiquity  wonderfully  correfpondent 
to  his  (hidies.  His  bud,  carved  by  the  chiflel  of  Houdon,  is  al- 
lowed to  be  a  mafterpiece  of  art,  and  that  able  fculptor  has  con- 
.trived  to  infufe  into  the  phyliognomy  a  mixture  of  the^mild- 
nefs,  ilmplicity,  good- nature,  and  grandeur,  fp  viCble  in  the 
original. 

The  learned  of  all  nations  courted  his  acquaintance,  and  the 
academies  of  all  poliihed  countries  were  proud  to  enrol  bis  name 
on  their  reooids,  for,  befides  the  Fitnch  academy,  the  academy  of 
infcriptions,  and  the  academy  of  MarfeiUes,  he  belonged  tothoie 
of  Madrid,  Cortona,  Pezaro,  Hefie  Caflel,  &c.  He  was  alfo  a 
member  of  the  royal  Ibciety,  and  of  the  fociety  oi  antiquaries  Qf 
London.*  . 

On 

*  The  followinf  it  a  lift  of  his  works. 

1.  Voyage  du  jeime  Anacharfii  en  Grtice,  dam  le  tniKea  da  ^aatriemet  fiecle 
avant  Tere  Chr^iioe,  4  volt.  410.  7  volt.  8yo.  Piria>  17SS. 
N.  B.  There  ii  a  volume  of  mapt  to  both  diefe  edltiont. 

'  Monoirs 


I 

r 


BARTHILEMY*      .  fgj 

Oa  the  day  after  h»  demiTe,  EKifimlx  enticred  thenafiaixal  c<m« 
ventiony  aod  afcetiding  the  tribune,  paid  the  following  tribute  to 
bis  memory : 

'<  licgiflators  I  y>ar  Ubeiality  conferred  honour  on  the  latter 
days  of  the  life  of  our  refpe&able  fellow  citizen  Barthelemy. 
Oar  (iiccef&>r$y  I  haVe  no  doubt,  will  confecrate  bis  memory  as 
foon  as  the  period  fixed  by  the  law  (hall  permit*  May  his  old 
friend,  however,  be  permitted  in  a  few  words  to  point  out  the 
rare  qualities  of  a  perfon  who  did  honour  to  French  literature  ? 


Memoirs  and  DiflatadoBt,  i«fert<4iii  the  Colleftion  o#the  Academy  of  larcnp* 

tkmf  I 

2.  Recberches  far  1e  Pa^le  par  extralc.  Tome  txU  p.  t^  Fut^t  Hiftoriqae. 

3.  Remarquei  far  uni  Mciaile  de  Xen^s.  IbM.  p.  404. 

4,,  ■  ■  Infcriptioa  D'AmfCbe.  Tomrzdii.  p.  394. 

5.Eflai  d^ttnePakrfiapliia  Niimirmad^ue.  Tosoic  xxir*  p.  30.    ' 

6.  Differtatton  far  deux  MeJaillei  Samaritainei  D^Aoti^onuf,  Roi  de  Judec. 
Ibid.  p.  49. 

7.  Remarket  far  leqoelqueB  M^datUei' pobli^es  pif  dSffefeni  Aoteuit.  Tome' 
xztI  p*  532. 

'  S.  Dtflerta£loa  fur  let  MedaiUefl<  Arabes»  Ibid.  p.  557. 
9*  Reilcxiones  far  1*  Alphabet,  et  la  I«aiigoe  dont  ou  ic  (ervoit  a  Palmyie*  Ibid* 

p.  577. 
10.  Memoir!  fur  let  Monuroens  de  Rome*  Tome  zxtii.  p.  57^. 

1  z.  keflexioDS  fur  ^aelques  Monomens  Pheniciena.  Tome  zxs.  p.  405* 

12.  ExpKicatioo  de  la  Mol^i^ue  de  Paleftrine.  Ibid.  p.  503* 

13.  Reflexions  Gcneralei  for  les  Rapport  de  Laoguet  £|yptSeniiey  Pheiiiciennef 
ct  Grrcqne.  Tome  xxzii«  p.  21s. 

14.  ReiQar^uet'  for  quelqaet  MtiaUles  ptiUiees  par  differtni  AuteuM*  ToflU 
xxxii.  p.  671.  , 

15.  Ezpficatioii  d*ttn  Baft-tctief  Bgypcioiy  et  de  nnfcriptlon  Phenaeieime  ^ 
faccoflipagna.  Ibid.  p.  725. 

t6.  Remarques  fur  le  nombre  de  piecei  qu^oa  leprefentoit  dani  un  meme  joar  far' 
le  Theatre  d'Athenei.  Tom.  xxxix.  p.  171. 
17.  Refflarqoet  fur  les  M^daiUes  de  TEmpereur  AntoDia*  Tom.  xli*  p.  fot* 

Letttes  aox  Auteiir  du  Journal  det  SiTans. 

xB.  Vol.  d^Aoot,  I76o9in4to.  p.  49e*  -x  .,      .     «,^,  .„         .  ^  •   •       m. 
'    '  -r      r -ty^    /  Sur  des  M^daillei  et  Inferiptiont  Pk«- 

19.  .-..^de  Pec.  1761, p.  87i.>- 

V       Aiciennea.    • 
io»  —  du  Sept.  ou  Nor.  1763.  j 

XI.  -^~  d*ATriIy  179O9  for  des  M^daiBes  Sanoritaines. 

22.  Lettre  an  Marquis  OIlYieri  fur  les  monument  Phcniciennef»  1764. 

23.  Dtflertation  fur  unc  Aocienne  InicriptMa  GrecqaCy  dite  le  Mirbredc  CM- 
liettl,  relatiTe  aux  Finances  d*Ath^nienS|  X772. 
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<<  It  might  perhaps  be  fufficient  to  tell  you^  as  Xenbphbn  (aid 
with  So  much  iimplicity  of  one  of  bis  moft  illuftrious  eontempo-* 
rarics,  that  Barthclemy  was  an  excellent  man  in  all  refpeSs.  In 
faft,  thofe  who  knew  him  bcft,  were  at  a  lofe  which  to  admire 
moft— his  immortal  Anacharfis,  -or  his  owil  life. 

*'  His  policy  confifted  in  joodnefo-;  Ws  fcicnce  was  an  im- 
menfe  treafure  of  every  thing  that  could  purify  the  morals,  per- 
fc£l  the  tafte,  render  man  more,  dear  to  man,  and  contribute  to 
the  fplendour  of  his  country.  A  fingle  trait  will  convince  you 
of  the  mildnefs  of  his  philanthropic  mind :  **  Why  is  it  not  per- 
mitted," he  often  afked«  **  to  a  mortal  to  bequeath  profperity  to 
his  fellow  creatures?" 

"  After  having  been^overwhelmed  with  the  favours  of  fortune, 
equally  unexpeAed  and  unfougbt  op  bis  part,  be  became  poor  ; 
yet  his  chara£ter»  far  from  finking  under  the  prefTure,  acquired 
new  refpe£k ;  and  he  proved  that  poverty  fupportcd  with  dignity, 
is  not  lefs  honourable  than  vyealtl^  accompanied  by  bepevo* 
Jence. 

**  Perfecu^ed  as  all  virtuous  citizens  were,  he  carried  with  him 
to  the  dungeon  of  that  tyranny  which  you  have  fo  glorioufly 
deflroyed  the  conflanpy  and  ferenity  of  Socrates.  It  was  theire 
that  the  venerable  Barthelemy  offered  to  his  companions  in  mif- 
fortune  the  magnificent  fpe£bcle  of  a  good  man  flruggling  with 
adverfity. 

.  ^^  I  have  faijl  that  he  had  been  rich,  but  let  it  not  be  forgotten, 
that  it  was  not  at  the  expence  of  the  unfortunate,  and  that  he 
adopted  all  the  branchy  of  bis  numerous  family.    The  republic 

I 

In  additiuo  to  the  above,  M.  Bartheletny  tranfmitted  feveral  articles  to  M,  De 

Caylos,  which  have  appeared  in  <*  LaRecoeil  des  Antiquitei.** 

He  fent  many  extrafis  from  books  of  antiquities  to  the  Journal  de  Savans,  fuch  as 

thofe  relative  to  the  r^ins  of^Palmyra,  in  the  numben  pubtiihed  April  1754,  and 

June  1760. 

He  alfo  prefented  M.  Bertin  with  a  memoir  on  the  Mexicait  paiatingt,afew  frag* 

ments  of  which  only  remain,  as  the  author  did  not  keep  a  copy. 

M.  De  Barthelemy  intended  toiiave  collc^ed  all  thofe  into  a  vohime  ;  he  attach-* 

ed  a  particular  value  to  what  he  had  written  concerHtn;  the  monamenta  and  ian* 

guaget  of  the  £aft,  and  his  ^aietgrapble  Ik^umjfmatifut. 

has 
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has  gained  by  that  family  good.cltizens,  who  fcrve  her  in  the 
moft  ufeful  ahd  brilliant  manner. 

"  Rarthelemy  at  length  felt  that  the  period  of  his  diffolution  was 
approaching :  yet,  although  exhdufted  with  fatigue,  and  bending 
beneath  the  weight  of  eighty^  years,  his  fcnfibility  was  ftiil  vigo- 
rous, and  your  juft  decrees  made  the  clofing  fcpnc  of  his  life 
happy.  ' 

•*  When  he  heard  that  you  were  endeavouring  to  repair  the 
ilk  under  which  fo  many  thoufands  of  innocent  men  laboured, 
he  lifted  up  his  hands  towards  heaven,  and  exclaimed — "  Glory 
to  Gpd — honour  to  the  national  convention— I  have  lived  long 
enough !" 

**  In  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs,  the  country  demands  all 
your  attention.  I  fhall,  therefore,  confine  myfclf  to  requefl  a 
favour  due  to  the  manes  of  Barthelemy.  One  of  his  nephews, 
I  do  not  mean  your  refpeflable  ambaffador  at  Bafle,  but  the 
citizen  Cour^ay,  has  for  twenty-five  years  difcharged  the  duties 
of  a  fon  to  his  uncle,  and  for  a  long  time  fulfilled  all  the  func- 
tions of  keeper  of  the  medals  and  antiquities  of  the  national  cabi- 
net. I  move,  therefore,  that  the  citizen  Cour9ay  be  appointed 
to  that  o£Eice,  which  he  has  already  proved  himfelf  fo  able  to 
fill !" 

This  motion  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  public  inftruc- 
tion,  and  a  report  foon  after  n^ade,  in  confequencc  of  which 
Barthelemy  Cour^ay  was  appointed  fucceflor  to  his  uncle. 


ROBERT    BAKE  WELL. 

Robert  Bakewell«  a  yeoman  of  considerable  pFoperty,  and 
author  of  a  new  fyftem  relative  tp  the  breed  of  domeitic  animals, 
was  born,  in  1726,  at  Diihley,  in  Liecedcrfliire,  on  the  paternal 
£irm  which  afterwards  became  his  conftant^refidence,  and  the 
Ic^ne  of  all  bis  improvements.  His  education  was  fuch  as  is 
generally  beftpwed  on  people  of  his  rank  in  life>  and  extended 

O4  no 
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no  further  than  to  writing  and  arithmetic;  bat  he  enjoyed,  the 
.  advantage  of  an  early  profeflional  initiation  in  huibandry,  under 
the  aufpices  of  a  father,  who  was  a  man  of  a  ftrong  and  inquifi- 
tive  mindy  and  the  orderlyexoellence  of  whofe  agricultund  labours 
had  long  dtftinguiihed  him  as  die  ableft  cultivator  of  his  diftri<%. 
The  elder  Bakewell  died  in  1760,  but  the  mans^ement  of  the 
farm  was  committed  to  the  fon  many  years  before,  and  at  bis 
father^s  death  be  had  witnefled  a.  feries  of  fuccefsfol  experimeatal 
pradlice,  both  In  flock-breeding  and  hufbandry. 

That  the  younger  Bakewell  was  actuated  by  that  ffax>ng  men* 
tal  Jlimulus  which  is  the  certain  indication  of  original  genius,  is 
evinced  by  a  conftant  eccentric  a£Uvity,  from  which  refulted  dif- 
coveries  and  improvements  in  his  profefBon,  and  a  decided  fupe* 
riority,  both  of  plan  and  execution,  over  his  contemporaries ; 
who,  indeed,  hx  from  aimuig  at  rivalry  and  competition,  impli- 
citly fubmitted  to  his  decifions.  Eminently  fitted  as  he  was  by 
natural  difpofition,  and  even  perfonal  appearance,  for  the  precifc 
chara^er  in  life  in  which  he  chanced  to  be  placed,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  he  fvould  have  foared  far  above  the  common  level,  had 
fate  allotted  him  a  pofl  gf  much  higher  diflinAiop ;  and  the  wri- 
ter of  this  memoir  has  bee^  aflured  by  a  man  of  fcience,  in  the 
'  habits  of  intimacy  with  him,  that  although  illiterate,  and  apper- 
taining to  a  clafs.  proverbially  devoid  of  curioflty,%ie  would  liflen 
to  a  philofophical  problem  with  that  eager  curioGty  and  ardent 
defu'e  of  information  peculiar  to  original  minds  alone. 

The  grand  principles  adopted  by  Bakewell  in  flock-breeding 
and  tillage,^  namely,  that  **  Like  will  produce  its  Cke,"  and  that 
^'  Animal  manure  is  the  main  fcience  of  hufbandry,"  are  allowed 
to  be  jufl,  but  his  application  of  thefe  leading  maxims  was  ;&r 
from  being  incontrovertible.  Thofe  peculiar  notions,  to  which 
it  is  difficult  to  fubfcribe,  are,  that  the  quinteflence  alone  of  ma- 
nures (which  he  fuppofed  to  refide  in  the  dried  and  exhaufled 
afhes)  is  of  any  benefit  to  the  land^;  and  that  the  barrel-fbape, 
which  prefents  rotundity  in  the  oentre,  with  a  gradual  tapering 
towards  either  extremity,  is  the  moil  advantageous  form  for  do- 
meflic  animals.  In  purfuance  of  the  firfl  notion,  he  fuffered  his 
dung  heap  to  lie  fo  long  (perhaps  two  years  anil  upwards) ,  and 
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CO  g^  throng  fudh  a^mttmiied  pcoodk  of  faaeotatioo,  that  k 
vras  fairly  reduced  to  tlui  oonflfieoce  of  sLfierocirary  {buff/  and 
ia  this  ftate  he  laid  it  npon  his  land ;  which  furely  would  not 
ha?e  been'the  worfe  £00:  that  fat  and  inasaflating  fubftance,  in- 
hsJed  by  the  atmoTpbere  during  ia  long  a  period.  Granting 
even,  for  form's  fake,  that  the  real  eflence  of  manutt  had  been 
thus  procured,  yet  the  extreme  difficulty  of  obtaining  an  ade- 
quate quantity,  jdlned  to  its  unavoidable  wafte  in  the  applica- 
tion, fbrm  an  infuperable  bar  to  the  utility  of  the  practice. 
The  barrel  ifaape  of  cattle,  a  mere  fadStious  form,  and  perhaps 
not  natural  to  any  of  the  indigenous  breeds  of  this  ifland,  is 
liable  to  the  folid  objciftions  of  producing  in  animals  intended 
for  ilaughter  a  difproportion  of  fat  to  the  quantity  of  lean, 
which  is  a  public  lofs;  and  in  thole  deftined  for  labour  the 
waddling  gait  of  a  duck,  in  the  place  of  a  firm,  facile,  and  rec« 
tilinear  mode  of  prbgrefSon. 

He,  however,  adhered  to  hisfavoorite  ideas,  with  a  full  (hate 
of  that  paternal  prejudice  and  pertinacity  which  is  £iid  to  dif- 
linguifh  the  founders  of  fyftems.  His  cattle,  feleded  and  reared 
with  immenfe  care  and  cofl^  aflumed  that  (htely  and  beautiful 
appearance  which  charmed  a  whole  country  where  fuch  a  fight 
was  perfedUy  novel ;  and  the  cultivators,  being  admitted  in  the 
critical  moment  of  th&  animals'  bite,  vrere  equally  ready  either 
to  be  duped  or  inflru£ked*  The  idea  was  new,  and  the  rationale 
of  it  centred  in  the  invention  and  judgment  of  a  fingle  enter^ 
prifing  individual.  It  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  hts  purchafers 
and  difciples  were  firft-rate  judges  of  the  true  lines  of  animal 
proportion,  or  that  they  could  artfully  and  fcientifically  com- 
bine the  ideas  of  beauty  and  utility ;  for  it  is  well  known  that 
thefe  are  ftill  extremely  variable  and  uncertain  among  our  cat- 
tie-fanciers.  The  truth  is,  a  large  quantity  of  beautiful  and  va- 
luable ftock  was  diftributed  about  the  country  from  Diihley, 
and  of  thi^  there  was  no  fmall  fhare,  the  fole  value  of  which 
confifl^  in  a  fleek  and  bulky  appearance,  conferred  folely  by  the 
gireat  care  and  expence  of  She  breeder.  Thefe  animals  having 
coft  the  purcbaiers,  or  thofe  who  hired  them,  confiderable 
(amSf  it  was  a  necq^ary  confequence  that  then-  produce  would 
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W  valuiWc/ in  proportion;  and  Bakewell  (hrdwdly  obfcrveJ, 
**  that  the  only  way  to  have  capital  flock  is  to  keep  the  price 
high." 

In  aid  of  thefe  natural  and  legitimate  caufes  of  the  high 
prices  of  the  Difhley  breeds  others  wcre,fupc.radded,  which, 
although  but  too  common  in  all  matters  of  bargain  and  fale, 
are  not  con(idered.as  being  (b  candid.  A  (brt  of  monopoly  was 
created  among  the  fraternity  of  improvers^  who  adopted  all  the 
arts,  and  put  in  prafiice  all  the  tricks,  of  jockies  and  borfe* 
dealers.  Sham  contradis  and  purchafes  were  made  at  wonderful 
high  prices;  pufiers  were  regularly  engaged  to  fpirit  up  the 
buyers  atauflions;  and  a  young  lord  or  gentleman,  with  hi$ 
pockets  well  lined,  and  his  fenfes  intoxicated  by  the  fum^s  of  im» 
provement,  was  as  Jure  to  be  impofed  upon  by  thefe  as  by  the 
gentry  at  Newmarket.  The  pens  of.  itinerant  agriculturiftsy 
wbofeknowledge  of  live  (lock  originated  merely  in  their  writ- 
ing about  it|  now  took  up,  the  caufe,  and  blazoned  forth  the 
tranfcendent  qualities  of  the  *'  new  Leicellers.*'  In  confe-r 
qucnce  of  this  the  country  began  to  coniider  thefe  oracular  de- 
cjfions  as  orthodox.  Not  fo  the  town.  The  fages  of  Smiths 
field,  befbre  whom  the  fatted  animals  of  all  counties  pa(s  in  heb- 
domadal review,  and  who  try  the  merits  of  all  by  the  unerring 
Aandard  of  the  balance,  although  they  were  compelled  to  pur- 
chafe  the  commodity,  never  approved  the  harrel-^/bapey  or  the 
Diihiey  improvements.  They  pretend  at  this  hour  that  the  on- 
ginal  brcc4  Qf  Leicqfter  fbe^p  wa$  more  advant9igiK>us,  in  point 
of  public  utility,  than  the  new  one;  and  that  the  Lincoln, 
9  branch  of  the  ancient  family  of  Teefwater,  is,  in  refped  to 
ferm,  fuperior  to  all.  They  do  not  even  fcruple  to  aflert  that 
the  feeding  of  Difliley  ftock  has  never  fairly  repaid  the  cul- 
tivator. 

It  is  certain  that  Mr.  Bakewell  was  not  enriched,  notwitfi- 
fiandipg  bis  unremitting  exertions,  the  admirable  ceConomy  of 
his  farms,  and  the  vaft  fums  which  he  obtained  for  his  (:atlle. 
But  this  is  to  be  attributed  entirely  to  the  generous  ftyle  of  hos- 
pitality which  he  conft^ntly  n^aintained  at  DiMey,  where  every 
io^uifitive  ftranger  was  received  and  entertained  with  the  moft 
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frank  and  Kberal  attention.  The  expanded  heart  of  this  mm 
demanded  more  capacious  means  for  the  gratification  of  its  gene- 
rous deilres;  asd  ft  is  evident,  from  his  condud,  that  he 
was  amintious  rather  of  the  honour  than  the  profit  of  his 
calliilg. 

After,  what  has  h^cn  fo  freely  aflfertcd  refpefling  the  errors  of 
the  Bakeweliian  fyjkniy  the  mind  of  the  reader  may  well  be 
Ibppofed  anxious  to  inquire  wherein  confiiUd  the  merit  of  this 
famous  breeder,  and  in  what  mode  can  he  be  faid  to  have  ferted 
bis  country.  Notwithftanding  his  pradical  failure,  Bakewell 
was  a  greater  firiend  to  improvement  than  any  other  man,  either 
befpre  or  fince  his  time ;  by  promulgating  to  the  nation  the  true 
principle  of  ail  excellence  in  breeding,  in  the  axiom  that  ^*  like 
produces  its^  like/'  and  proving  it  by  his  pra&ice;  by  exciting - 
a&ivity  and -emulation  in  a  clafs  of  fociety  perhaps  the  moft* 
indolent  and  prejudiced  of  all  others ;  by  making  cattle-breeding 
depend  on  principle,  in  oppofition  to  the  old  lazy  tmek  and  bin* 
f^Aem  of  the  little  farmer,  which  would  abiblutely  have  ftanrcd 
our  increafed  population ;  in  fine,  by  opening,  and  rendering 
pafTable,  a  road  which  will  in  the  end  lead  to  pcrfedion.  His 
fyfiem  has  been  feduloufly  purfued;  models  of  the  larger  homed 
cattle  have  been  produced,  in  j>oint  of  form  abfolutely  border- 
ing on  perfection  ;  and  the  bufmefs  of  rearing  live  (lock  is,  at 
this  inftant,  followed  with  enthufisifm  by  the  moft  illuftrious 
characters  in  the  kingdom. 

The  inftruCtive  converfation  of  his  father/  and  a  perufal  of 
the  (amQing  and  cattle  treatlfes  of  Ellis  ^f  Gaddefden,  were  the ' 
firft  incentives  to  improvement  experienced  by  our  rural  philo- 
fopher.  Looking  arpund  him  he  beheld  nothing  worthy  of  re- 
mark, but  a  ftupid  and  indolent  adherence  to  old  culloms ;  a  farm- 
ing praClice  withouj  oWer  or  economy ;  the  land  foul  and  ftarved 
for  want  of  ftock,*  or  ftocked  with  fliabhy  and  ill-fortcd  ani- ' 
p:ials ;  and  a  bare  living  obtained  wb^r^>  with  an  enlightened  and 

*  By  the  eock  and  ben  fyftem  is  intended  an  alfudon  to  thofe  Cockney  coltivatorf 
who  writ«  with  fbcb  nptores  about  the  IHile  farnurs  tf  Jormer  dap^  tnd  cIk  %'i^JUch 
*fpOMitry<h^  Cent  to  market.  Poultry,  a) way*  an  expe^vt  luzoryy  will  probably 
»ppear>  on  a  fair  calculation,  to  be  lAvafiAbly  a  lofs  to  a  fmaU  farmer. 
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felted  improvement;  fbrtune  might  have  been  acquired.  Hav* 
i&g  now  conceived  certain  theoi«tic  notioDs»  with  a  charac- 
tpiiftic  fpirit  of  fagacity  and  enterprise,  he  determined  to  fub» 
mit  them  to  the  teft  of  experiment,  pievioufly  to  their  adc^* 
tton  as  fixed  principles^  He  accordingly  made  occafioaal  touis- 
AtXMgh  the  beft  cultivated  parts  of  the  ifland,  dpecialiy  thofe 
mod  celebrated  for  their  refpe£live  breeds  o(  cattle ;  he  a}fo  vi» 
iited  Ireland*  more  than  once,  for  the  fame  purpofe.  He  viewtd' 
on  the  fpot  the  ufe  and  commencement  of  that  cheap^  expedt*** 
tious,  and  effective  mode*  of  hu(bandry  pradifed  in  Norfolk*, 
which  has  fince  become  fo  defervedly  famous;  and  on  that  mo^ 
del*  and  the  neat  andorderly  fyftems  of  Holland  and  Flanders»« 
which  be  afterwards  furveyed,  he  founded  his  own,  in  no- 
refpedl  inferior,  and  in  many  hr  fuperior  to  the  celebrated 
originals. 

Nothing,  either  of  great  or  inforidlr  confeqiiende,  in  xlirat 
economics,  efeaped  his  indefatigable  refeardi ;  and,  itoro  rc|)eate(l> 
enervation  of  that  moft  beneficial  pra£tioe,  hefat  length  fcn-med 
»  very  complete  plan  of  irrigation,  or  condufting  of  water  over 
meadow  land,  calculated  for  his  own  fituation  at  Diihiey.  A» 
ar  (briking  proof  of  the  inventive  and  ufeful  turn  of  this  man'» 
mind,  it  is  recorded,  that  a  ftream,  brought  for  the  purpoCe  of 

irrigation  from  the  upper  grounds,  was  applied  to  the  convey- 
ance  of  floats  of  tumeps  to  the  homeftead  for  the  ufe  of  the 
cattle*  Thus  labour  and  cartage  were  faved,  and  the  attend* 
stnts  in  the  yards  received  from  the  favourable  tide  of  this  canal » 
of  various  ufes,  whole  cargoes  of  the  needful  commodity  reader 
wafhed  to  their  hand.  Another  fingularity,  worthy  of  notice^ 
attended  Bakeweirs  plan  of  irrigation  :  his  unenlightened  neigh- 
bours,  farmers  of  the  old  fchool,  who,  whilft  they  looked  over 
his  hedge  and  iaw  him  ploughing  up  his  grounds,  in  the  moft 
complete  and  advantageous  manner,  with  only  two  horfes  and  a 
driver,  were  at^the  inftant  employing  four,  or  perhaps  fix,  with 
two  attendants,  upon  precifely  the  fame  foil,  aflfeAed  to  be  much 
alarmed  left  the  water,  winch  Bakewell  coUeAed  upon  his  land 
to  foch  an  immenfe  profit,  might,  by  an  accidental  inundation^ 
poifon  theirs;  and  they  even  threatened,  nay,  it  is  faid,  adualiy 
commenced,  a  profecutlon  againft  him  on  this  account. 

The 


Tbe  Lancadiipe  long-homed  catde,  the  Teefvrater  and  lia*, 
coin  ft^ep,  the  Bcrkihire  pigt»  in  (hort  all  the  original  and  bed 
breeds  of  the  iflandip  now  fvpplied  Difiitey  with  well  feledled 
individoalS)  in  order  to  mix  and  produce  a  variety,  according  to 
the  precffe  ideas  of  this  fyftcmadc  projedbor,  and  thus  attain  a 
profitable  fuperiority  both  ui  refpeft  to  figure  and  quality.  Ho 
accordingly  went  to  work  to  dimiui£h  bone  and  lengthy  or,  in 
his  own  pithy  phrafe,  *'  to  fubftitute  profitable  flefli  for  nfelefi^ 
bone/'  Finenefs  of  bone,  he  argued,  and  reduAion  of  firame, 
would  produce  fineneis  of  flefli,  aptitude  to  fiitten,  and  diminn* 
tion  of  ofial.  The  fpontaneous  tendency  to  pinguefaAion 
ivoold  alfo  conduce  to  quietude  of  difpofition  in  the  animal,  and 
to  the  more  economical  and  eafy  fatisfa^ion  of  the  appetite. 

The  Difhley  breed  of  hprfes  originated  in  that  of  Flanders, where 
Mr.  Bakewell  (eleSttd  the  mod  valuable  ftock  of  this  k  ind  he  could 
meet  with  at  a  very  confiderable  price ;  and  he  was  often  accuftom- 
ed  to  relate,  with  great  good-humour,  that  he  had  once  met  with  a 
Dutchman  who  refafed  any  ipQney  for  a  favourite  mare.  His 
partiality  for  large  horfes  and  inattention  to  the  racing  kind,  of 
fuch  indifpenfable  ufe  in  this  country,  are  matters  of  fofficient 
notoriety ;  while  his  oflFer,  fome  years  iince,  of  a  huge  black  cart 
horfe,  which  was  exhibited  to  the  king  and  at  Tatterfal's,  as  a 
proper  ftallion  for  the  produce  of  faddle-horfes,  was  juflly  confi- 
dered  as  one  of  the  moft  prominent  errors  of  his  judgment  *• 

The  father  lived  long  enough  to  obferve  the  dawning  fuccefi 
of  his  fon,  and  is  (aid  to  have  exprefled  the  moft  heart-felt  (a- 
tisfadioUf  and  fanguine  hopes,  at  the  profpeft.  Some  time 
previoully  to  the  old  gentleman's  death,  the  new  Leictjier  Jbetb 
were  fold,  by  private  contra&,  at  two,  three,  and  Ibme 
few  at  four  guineas  each.  Bakewell  then,  with  truly  public 
fpirited  views,  began  to  let  out  his  rams  among  his  neighbours 

at  the  low  price  of  fifteen  or  twenty  {hillings  apiece  for  the  fea* 
fon.  But  {p  fudden  ^nd  confpicuoils  was  the  improvement 
of  the  neighbouring  flocks,  tx>th  in  fubibtnce  and  elegance 
of  form,  that  the  fame  of  the  Diihley  rams  was  rapidly  diffujejl 

*  Hit  own  ftalUons,  bowever,  wert  ofttall7  ^^t  bj  the  firtfoo,  it  die  nte  of  ope 
luin4K4  guinettaAA  opwards. 
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around*  and  extended  even  to  foreign  countries.  Their  prfcc, 
tbcre(bre»  both  for  hire  and  purchafe^  augmented  in  ar  propor* 
tkmate  degree.  The  fum  paid  for  the  ufe  of  one  of  thefe  for  W 
leafon  was  foon  increafcd  to  twenty-five  guineas,  and  from  that 
nte  (fo  great  bad  now  become  the  fame  of  his  ftock)  experienced 
a  gradual  rife  to  the  amount  of  near  five  hundred  pounds !  Biit^ 
ai  an  in(bnce  of  Angularly  great  emolument  in  this  way,  the 
ram  named  the  two-pouncUr  earned  his  proprietor^  in  one  feafon^ 
eight  hundred  guineas,  exclufive  of  his  duty  to  his  own  feraglio  ; 
the  reward  of  whFch,  being  reckoned  in  proportion,  would 
have  produced  the  enormous  total  of  twelve  hundred  guineas. 

In  the  mean  time  the  charafler  of  the  new  Leicefter  oxen  held 
even  pace  with  that  of  the  flieep,  and  commanded  prices  pro-* 
portionally  great.  They  were  imported  by  the  cultivators  of 
Ireland,  with  a  view  to  improvement;  and  fome  found  their 
way  to  the  continent,  even  as  far  as  Rufiia,  where  they  were 
much  admired  for  their  ftatelinefs  and  beauty.  A  confiderable  ' 
number  of  the  Difhley  bulls  and  heifers  were  expofed  to  (ale  at 
the  horic  audlion  at  Tatterfal's,  where  thofe  of  the  fineA  form 
obtained  high  prices. 

As  an  additional  proof  to  foreigners  of  the  wealth  and  fpirit 
of  improvement  in  this  fortunate  country,  and  with  the  view  of 
handing  down  to  pofteiity  the  remembrance  of  fuch  extraordl* 
Dary  events,  it  will  be  proper  to  adduce  fome  more  fadls  refpefling  - 
the  prices  obtained  for  this  famous  breed  of  cattle.  Mr.  Fow- 
ler,  of  Roili'ight  in  Oxfordshire,  began  his  improvements  by 
hiring  a  few  cows  ard  a  bull  from  Difliley.  At  the  fale  of  his  . 
eflefls,   after  his  death,  his  ftock  of  large  horned  cattle  alone 

raifed  %  fum  of  money  equal  iti  value  to  the  fee  (imple  of  his 
farm  :  fifteen  head  of  them  were  fold  at  an  average  price  of  one 
hundred  and  fix ty -four  pounds  each,  making  a  grofs  amount  of 
two  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fixty-four  pounds. 

At  the  fale  by  audion  of  the  floak  of  Mr.  Paget  of  Kftock 
(for  mart^ff  years  a  breeding  confederate  of  Bakewell's),  onebull 
produced  four  hundred  gi^ineas,  and  a  fixth  ftiare  of  the  fame  was^ 
fome  time  after,  difpofed  of  for  one  hundred.  A  two  year  old  heifer 
fetched  84  guineas;  two  hundred  and  eleven  ewes  and  theave 
^"•t>  brought  three  ihoufand  three  hundred  and  fifteen  ^^uineas, 
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at  an  average  price  of  (eventcen  guineas  each;  "Vihilt  one  parti- 
cular lot  of  ewes,  in  number  five,  was  fold  by  themfelves  for 
three  hundred  and  ten  pounds.  Many  readers  will  readily  pre* 
fuppofe  a  great  deal  of  riik  and  uncertainty,  and  no  little  of 
the  inveigling  power  of  imagination,  in  fpeculative  purchafes 
like  thefe ;  for  real  bonajide  purchafers  they  were :  and  to  prove 
fuch  are  not  fingular  in  their  judgment,  a  certain  high-bred 
DiflUey  heifer,  which  coft  the  fortunate  buyer  fourfcore  pounds, 
was  ai^ually  valued  oil  ber  jonmey  homewards,  by  a  jury,  of 
common  farmers,  at  eight. 

The  author  of  this  article  himfelf,  a  thorough  paced  ama- 
teur, has  bought  new  Leicefter  heifers  at  ten  pounds  each, 
which,  comparatively,  were  not  worth  half  that  fum,  either  as 
milkers  or  for  any  other  purpofe.  But  the  following  anecdote 
will  evince  the  opinion  of  the  law  ii^  this  cafe :  Mr.  Bakewell 
let  a  bull  for  the  feafon  to  a  certain  gentleman  who  deiired  to 
improve  his  ftock.  The  gentleman  djed  in  the  interim ;  and  fo 
Uttle  account  was  made  of  this  high-bred  animal,  that  he  was 
«aiftually  fold,  with  the  reft  of  the  effe<5ls,  and  obtained  no 
more  than  eight  pounds,  having  been  porchafed  by  a  butcher, 
who  ilaugbtered  and  fold  his  fleOi  at  two-pence  halfpenny  per 
poond.  Bakewell  laid  his  afiioh,  and  recovered  two  hundred 
pounds  fbs  this  £ime  bull,  and  fifty  for  the  ufe  of  him  during 

the  feafon.  '         ^  , 

Wc  have  already  mentioned  die  cheering  old  Engliih  hofpi- 
talities  of  Di(hley.  Every  thing  about  the  farm  was  arranged 
with  admirable  order,  and  at  the  (ame  time  fo  calculated  as  to 
iatisfy  curiofity.  Even  the  fliew  of  the  cattle  was  condutSled 
with  th6  moft  pleafing  and  interefting  regularity.  The  fhecp 
were  exhibked  iingly  in  a  (mall  houfe,  adapted  to  that  purpofe, 
having  two  oppofite  doors,  one  for  admiiEon,  the  other  for  re- 
treat; and  tBe  inferior  were  always  introduced  firft,  that  the 
imagination  of  the  infpcflor  might  be  raifed  by  degrees  to  the 
lEttmoil  pitch  at  the  exhibition  of  the  laii  and  fincft.  Tt^e  policy 
of  Bakewell  alfo  induced  him  to  conceal  thofe  rams,  which  were 
dlroidy  engaged,  irom  the  view,  and  inefie£tual  coveting,  of 
dioie  who  were  dcHsbus  to  hire.    Among  his  cv^riofui^  he 
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inftil  into  htin  the  principks  of  Calviniroii  but  without  fuc- 
eels.  In  a  note  in  the  Biographia  Britannica,  fpcaking  of 
EHflia  Coles's  treatife  on  the  Sovereignty  ^of  God»  he  fays, 
*<  that  book,  which  is  compofed  in  the  highell  ftrain  of  Cal- 
**  vinifm,  upon  what  is  called  the  fuperlapfarian  fcheme,  was  put 
*'  into  my  hands,  when  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  of  age,  by 
**  fome  zealous  friends,  to  in(lru£l  and  confirm  me  in  the  doc- 
•*  trines  it  contained.  The  reading  of  it,^  however,  produced  a 
**  contrary  efFeft.  The  author  Aated  the  objections  to  his  opi* 
*'  nions  concerning  abfolute  eIe£tion,  reprobation,  and  other 
**  points,  and  endeavoured  to  remove  them ;  but  to  me  his  ob^ 
'*  je^ions  appeared  ftronger  than  his  aofwers :  (o  that  I  owe  to 
**  Coles  on  God's  Sovereignty  my  fijrft  renunciation  of  Cal- 
**  vinifm."  Biog.  Brit,  fecond  edit.  Vol.  IV.  p.  3. 
.  He  received  his  grammatical  education  at  Sicaford ;  and  ap- 
plied him(elf  to  his  iludies  with  fo  much  diligence  and  fucce&> 
that  he  excited  the  particular  attention  of  Mr.  Merrivale,  who 
was  minifter  of  a  congregation  of  proteftant  diilenters  in  that 
town,  and  a  man  of  tafie  and  learning.  By  this  gentleman  he 
was  much  patronifed,  and  encouraged  in  his  literary  purfuits ; 
he  frequently  expreiTed  the  ftrongeft  fenfe  of  his  obligations  to 
him  ;  and  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  by  his  advice  and  encou- 
ragement, that  he  was  firft  induced  to  direct  his  views  to  the 
profeffion  of  a  diflenting  minifter^* 

In  1 241  young  Kippis  was  admitted  into  the  academy  for  the 
education  of  protedant  diflenting  miniders  at  Northampton^ 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Doddridge.  Here  he  applied  himfelf 
dofely  to  histludies,  and,  by  his  general  conduft,  greatly  re^ 
commended  himfelf  to  his  tutor ;  and  of  Dr.  Doddridge  he  al- 
ways exprefled  his  regard  in  the  ftrongcft  terms.  In  a  note  to 
a  fermon  preached  by  h^m,  on  the  occafK>n  of  founding  a  new 
academical  inditution  among  protefknt  diflenters,  he  fays, 
**  that  Dr.  Doddridge  was  one  of  the  beft  chara£tera  tliat  ever 
cxiRed.     To  his  pupils  m  general-  bt  behaved  as  a  fiither :  to 

*  Sermon  pitachei  on  occafion  of  the  death  of  Df»  Kippit,  bj  Abraham  Reef» 
S.D.  p.  14. 

jnyfelf 


c« 


myMt  (adds  ht)  hei  did  (b  in  a  particular  fnanner ;  /or,  dtir<» 
ing  the  latter  years  of  my  refidcnce  with  him,  1  Was  di(lin« 
guiihed  by  his  favour  above  the  reft  of  my  fellow-ftudents; 
and  thk  when  he  fully  knew  that  I  aflerted  my  own  right  of 
judging  upon  theological  fubje6ls  *."  And  at  the  clofe  of  the 
Hfe  of  Dr.  Dbddridgc,  which  is  infcrted  in  the  BSographia 
BritaMica,  Di*.  Kippts  obferves,  '*  I  eflccm  it  as  no  fosdl  feli- 
city of  my  life,  that  I  ha^e  been  prefervcd  to  give  this  tcfti* 
mony  of  duty,  gratitude,  and  affection,  to  the  memory  of 
"  my  bene(k£tor,  my  tutor,   my  friend,  and  my  father.'* 

When  Mr.  Kippis  had  been  five  years  at  !>•  Doddridge's 
academy,  he  v^as  invited  to  undertake  the  paftoral  care 
of  a  congregation  of  proteftant  diflenters  at  Dorchefter;  but 
having,  at  the  fame  time,  received  a  fimilar  invitatiort  fron^ 
Boften  in  Lincolnfhire,  he  preferred  that  fituation,  and  went 
to  refide  thete  in  the  month  of  September  ijd^6f*  Here  he 
continued  four  yean ;  but,  probably,  having  an  inclinatidn  to 
refide  nearer  to  the  metropolis,  in  1750  he  became  minifter  of. 
a  congregation^  at  Dorking  in  Surry. 

On  the  death  of  Dr.  Obadiah  Hughes  he  was  chofen,  in 
I753>  paftor  of  the  congregation  in  Prince Vftrect,  Weft- 
minfter ;  and  of  that  congregation  he  continued  minifter  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  In  the  fame  year  in  which  he  became  a 
minifter  in  Weftminfter  he  wa^  married  to  Mifs  Elizabeth 
Bott,  the  daughter  of  a  re(pe£lable  inhabitant  of  Bofton  iu 
Jl.iocoln(hire. 

As  Mr.  Kippis  had  cultivated  his  talents  with  great  diligence 
and  fuocefs,  and  was  ibnd  of  literature  and  of  literary  company,  his 
refidence  in  the  metropolis  was  much  more  agreeable  to  him  than 
his  former  fituation  in  the  country.  The  ^cellence  of  his  cha- 
rader  ibon  procured  him  a  number  of  refpedbble  acquaintance^ 
and  by  bis  congregation  he  was  much  beloved,  and  held  in  high 
eftimation.  His  firft  publication  appears  to  have  been  a  fermoa 
the  advantages  of  religious  knowledge,  preached  at  St.  Tbo- 

^  Sermoii  on  the  new  academical  inftltutlon,  p.  5o« 
f  Funeral  Sermooy  utfDpra,  ptS^*    * 
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.xnas's  m^eting-houfe,  in  1755,  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity- 
fchooly  in  GravcHanc,  Southwark.  The  following  year  he 
publtihed  a  difcourfe,  containing  a  concife  account  of  the 
doArine  of  the  New  Teftament  concerning  the  Lord's  Supper, 
which  paflfed  through  feveral  editions. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  Monthly  Review,  he 
became  a  writer  in  that  literary  journal^  and  continued  to  con- 
tribute to  it  for  many  years.  In  1761,  a  periodical  publication 
was  comidencedy  entitled^  *^  The  Library,  or  Moral  and  Critical 
Magazine,"  in  which  Mr.  Kippis  agreed  to  take  a  part. 

In  that  work,  the  hiAory  of  knowledge,  tafte,  and  learning  in 
Great  Britain,  was  written  by  him.;  together  with  feveral  mifcel* 
laneous  eilays.  The  Library  was  a  publication  of  confidetable 
merit,  but  contained  more  moral  and  theological  difcuffions  than 
feems  to  have  been  agreeable  to  the  generality  of  readers.  It 
was,  therefore,  difcontinued,  the  fale  not  being  adequate  to  the 
expence,  when  one  volume  had  been  publiihed,  and  five  numbers 
of  a  iecond.  In  the  laft  number  the  following  paragraph  was 
inferted  by  the  dircftion  of  Mr.  Kippis :  **  The  author  of  the 
*'  Hiftory  of  Knowledge  having  the  fatisfadlion  to  find  that  his 
<*  fubjefl  is  approved  of,  is  defu-ous  that  we  would  here  intimate 
•*  his  intention  of  completing  his  fcheme,  of  corre6ling  and  enlarg- 
•*  ing  what  has  been  already  done,  and  of  printing  the  whole, 
**  with  the  proper  authorities  annexed,  in  a  feparate  treatife.'* 

This  hiftory,  confidcrably  enlarged,  was  afterwards  inferted  in 
the  New  Annual  Regifter,  It  is  probable  that  it  was  always  Dr. 
Kippis's  intention,  that,  when  com(>leted,  this  fhould  be  publiflied 
as  a  diftinft  work ;  but  as,  in  confequence  of  his  unexpected 
death,  neither  his  papers,  nor  the  difpofal  of  his  produd^ions^ 
came  into  the  hands  of  any  proper  or  judicious  literary  friend, 
we  do  not  find  that  meafures  have  been  adopted  for  that  pur- 
pofc. 

In  176a  he  was  chofen  facceffor  to  Dr.  Benfon,  as  truftee  of 
Dr.  Daniel  Williams's  library,  in  Red-crofs  ftreet,  London i 
Dr.  Williams,  who  died  in  17 16,  founded  this  library,  chiefly, 
'but  dot  exduftvely,  for  the  ufe  of  the  diflenters;  and  a  part  of 
his  eftate  was  alfo  appropriated  to  various  charitable  purpofcs 
/    .       3  under 
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nncier  the  diredion  of  his  tniftees.  Dr.  Rees,  fpeaklng  of  Mn 
Kippis's  being  eledied  on  this  occafion,  obfetves,  that  **  this  ap« 
*f  pointment  afforded  him  an  additional  opportunity  of  bein 
**  eminently  and  extenfively  ufefiil  :n  a  variety  of  refpeds.  His 
**  connexions  with  the  general  body  of  proteftant  diilenting 
•*  minifters  belonging  to  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter, 
*<  and  with  many  charitable  inftitutions,  which  the  liberality  of 
**  difienters  has  eftabltfhedy  gave  him  frequent  occafion  to  cxer* 
^*  cife  his  talents  fer  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  caufe  to 
**  which,  both  by  his  fentiments  and  profei&on,  he  was  zealoufly 
"attached*." 

As  Mr.  Kippis*s  literary  abilities  and  acquifitions  were  now 
well  known,  he  was,  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Jennings,  eleffced,  in 
1763,  claffical  and  philological  tutor  to  the  academical  inftltu- 
tion  for  the  education  of  diilenting  minifters,  fupported  in  Lon- 
don by  the  funds  of  William  Coward,  efq. 

In  1766  he  publiflied  an  introdu£lory  difcourfe,  which  was 
delivered  at  the  ordination  of  the  reverend  Samuel  Witton,  at 
Lower  Tooting,  in  Surry ;  and,  the  following  year,  the  unlver-* 
fity  of  Edinburgh  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  ioGtoc  in 

divinity. 

In  1769  he  publiHied  a  fermon  on  the  chanwJier  of  Jcfus 
Chrift  as  a  public  fpeaker,  which  was  preached  at  Bridport,  in 
Dorfetfliire,  at  the  ordination  of  Mr.  George  Waters  and  Mn 

William  Ypuat.  The  fame  year  he  publi(hed  a  fermon,  which ' 
was  preached  at  Hackney,  on  the  occafion  of  the  death  of  Mn 
Timothy  Laugher,  who  was  minifter  of  the  Prelbyterian  con- 
gregation in  that  place,  and  who  was  fuccceded  b;^  Dr.  Price. 
Mr.  Laugher  had  been  extremely  intimate  with  Dr.  Kippis,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-five.  In  this  fermon  Dr.  Kippis  ex- 
prefles  himfelf  thus  concerning  his  friend :  **  I  have  been  con- 
*^  nedled  with  him,  in  a  clofe  and  endearing  friendfhip,  between 
*•  twenty  and  thirty  years;  I  have  (hared  every  fecret  of  his 
*^  heart,  and  been  acquainted  with  almoft  every  tranfadion  of  his 
*'  life ;  I  have  feen  him  in  the  unguailied,  moments  of  youths. 

* 

•  Funeral  Sermon,  p«  27* 
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*<  ^ad  In  the  various  (kusitkins  of  riper  2^ ;  and»  with  thiskfiotr- 
<^  le^e  of  him^  I  can  aflert^  that  he  hath  aliv^ys  appeared  to  mo 
^*  to  be  animated  by  a  genuine,  fervent,  and  uncorrupted  prin« 
*^  ciple  (^ piety,  integrity,  honour,  and  benevolence*. 

Jil  1773  he  pubjifhed  ^^  A  Vindication  of  the  Proteftant 
mfl^Oting  ^ii^iikrs,  with  regard  to  their  late  ;iippItcation  to  Par- 
li^kfnpnt."  Xhie  application  was  to  remove  the  obligation  they 
we;;^  under,  i^t.thp  law  tbci>  ftoqd,  to  fubfcribe  the  greater  part 
of  the  articltss  of , the  church  q(  Engl^.  That  difienting  minif- 
ten,  who  openly  feparated  froip  die  church  of  England,  and  avow- 
edly difapproved  of  its  do6lnnes,  fhould  be  required  to  fubfcribe  the 
roajority  of  the  articles  of  that  church,  was,  upon  the  very  £ice 
of  it|  unjuft  and  abfcyd;  Many  of  the  diOenting  minifters,  of  the 
heft  reputatipn  for  abilities,  and  for  fntegrity,  never  complied 
with  this  requifitiop ;  but'  they  were  fub}e<^  by  law  to  con* 
fiderable  penalties,  if  the  law  ha^  been  enforced.  In  this  pam- 
phlet. Dr.  Kippis  fays,  *^  Religion,  in  every  form  of  i^  which  is 
conGftept  with  the  fafety  of  the  ftate,  has  an  unlimited  title  to 
indulgence.  I  do  not,  therefore,  think  that  liberfy  of  ooniG^ience 
ought  to  be  confined  to  Chriftianity.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the 
magiftrate  hath  no  right  to  interpofe  in  religious  matters,  fo  a&  to 
lay  any  reftraint  upon,  or  to  prefcribe  any  teft  to,  thofe  who  be- 
kiive  as  peaceable  fubjeSs  f." 

At  the  doie  of  this  piece  Dr.  Kippis  adds:  **  When  bio- 
giaphy  {hall  relate,  in  future  ages,  the  learned  labours,  and  the 
eminent  virtues  of  fome  of  the  prefent  bench  of  bifliops,  (he  will 
at  the  fiune  time  record  it  with  furprife  and  ihame,  as  a  (In^nge 
inconfiftency  with  their  great  ablHties,  and  an  aftoni/hing  blot 
In  their  charadters,  that  they  were  capable  of  pleading  for  the 
continuance  of  laws  which  are  repugnant  to  every  di^te  of 
Wifdom,  every  precept  pf  the  gofpel,  and  every  fcntiment  of 
humanity*. 

Dr.  Kippis's  piece  produced  an  anfwer  from  Dean  Tucker, 
which  was  publi(hed  under  the  title  of  ^^  Letters  to  the  R^v* 

f  Seimon,  p.  56* 

^  Vindication  of  the  ProtefiiDt  Diflcnting  MjoUlert,  p.  63,  fecond  edidoo. 
}  lbid.;p.  izy 
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typ.  Kippis,  occafioned  by  his  Triatife  entitled  a  Vindtcation, 
&:c/^  This  controverfy  was  earned  on  with  much  civility  on 
both  fides.  Dr.  KipiNS,  in  his  Vindication,  had  ftyled  Dr. 
Tucker  •*  the  ableft  apologift  for  the  church  of  England;"  and 
the  dean;  in  his  Letters,  fays  to  Dr.  Kippis,  "  You,  fir,  ap» 
•*  pear  to  me  in  the  light  of  a  very  able  advocate  for  your  caufo ; 
and,  what  is  much  better,  but  whi6h,  alas !   can  be  faid  of  very 

few  controvcrfial  writers,  in  the  light  of  an  honeft  man.  You 
are,  on  the  whole,  a  candid  and  impartial  fearcher  after  truth*/' 

The  application  of  the  diflenting  minifters  to  parliament  was 
not  complied  with  at  this  time ;  but,  fome  years  after,  an  aS  was' 
pafied  for  their  relief  in  the  bufinefs  of  fubfcriptiop. 

In  1777  he  undertook  the  office  of  editor  of  the  new  edition 
of  the  Biographia  Britannica.  This  work  engaged  much  of  his 
time  and  his  attention,  and  he  was  extremely  folicitous  to  render 
It  truly  valuable.  In  the  preface  to  the  fird  volume  he  ftated 
his  ideas  of  the  principles  on  which  he  was  defirous  that  it  ihould 
be  executed.  He  fays,  *^  It  Js  our  wi{h,  and  will  be  our  aim,  to 
conduA  this  publication  with  real  impartiality.  We  mean  to 
rife  above  narrow  prejudices,  and  to  record,  with  fidelity  and  free- 
dom, the  virtues  and  vices,  the  excellencies  and  defeAs,  of  men 
of  every  profeffion  aod  party.  A  work  of  this  nature  would  be 
deprived  of  much  of  its  utility,  if  it  were  not  carried  on  with  a 
philofophical  liberality  of  mind.  But  we  apprehend,  that  a  phi- 
lofophical  liberality  of  mind,  whilft  we  do  full  juAice  to  the 
merit  of  thofe  from  whom  we  differ,  either  in  religious  or  poli* 
tical  opinions,  doth  not  imply  in  it  our  having  no  fentiments  of 
our  own.  We  fcruple  not  to  declare  our  attachment  to  the 
great  interefts  of  mankind,  and  our  enmity  to  bigotry,  fuperft^i- 
tion,  and  tyranny,  whether  found  in  Papift  or  Proteftant,  Whig 
or  Tory,  Churchman  or  Diflcnter.  A  hiftory  that  is  written 
without  any  regard  to  the  chief  privileges  of  human  nature,  an<t 
without  feelings,  efpecially  of  the  moral  kind,  muft  lofe  a  con^^ 
fiderable  part  of  its  inftruftion  and  energy." 

At  the  clofe  of  the  preface  Dr.  Kippis  addsj  **  Biography  may 

*  Letters  to  the  Rereitad  X>r.  Kippis,  &c  by  Jofiah  Tttckert  D.  D.  Deu  of 
Ckncefter,  p.  5. 
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be  cottfi&red  in  two  lights.  It  is  very  agreeable  and  ttfeiij!, 
when  it  hath  no  other  view  than  merely  to  relate  the  circum- 
fiances  of  the  lives  of  eminent  men,  and  to  give  an  aecount  of 
their  writings.  But  it  is  capable  of  a  ftill  nobler  application.  It 
•may  be  regarded  as  prefenting  us  with  a  variety  of  events^  that^ 
like  experiments  in  natural  philofophy,  may  become  the  ma« 
terials  from  which  general  truths  and  principles  are  to  be  drawn. 
When  biographical  knowledge  is  emplo}red  in  enlarging  our 
acquaintance  with  human  nature,  in  exciting  an  honourable 
emulation,  in  correfling  our  prejudices,  in  refining  our  fenti- 
ments,  and  in  regulating  ouf  condud,  it  then  attains  its  true  ex- 
cellence. Befides  its  being  a  pleafmg  amufemcnt,  and  a  ju(t 
tribute  of  refpeiS  to  illuftrious  chara£lers,  it  rifes  to  the  dignity 
of  fcience ;  and  of  fuch  fcience  as  muft  ever  be  efteemed  of  pe- 
culiar importance,  becaufe  it  hath  man  for  its  obje£l." 

When  he  had  been  fome  time  engaged  in  the  Biographia,  he 
found  that  the  talk  was  too  great  for  him  to  execute  alone ;  and 
Dr.  Towers  was  joined  to  him  as  an  afibciate. 

All  the  new  articles,  and  additions  to  old  articles,  written  by 
Dr.  Kippis,  had  the  latter  K  afExed  to  them.  To  the  new  ar- 
tichs,  or'  additions  to  old  articles,  written  by  Dr.  Towers,  the 
l^^er  T. was  affixed. 

The  articles  written  by  Dr.  Kippis,  in  the  fixth  volume,  part 
of  which  is  printed,  but  not  yet  publiflied,  are  the  following: 
Dr»  Henry  Felton,  Elijah  Fcnton,  Henry  Fielding,  Henry 
Finch  firft  Earl  of  Nottingham,  Martin  Folkes,  Samud  Foote, 
David  Fordyce,  and  Dr.  Nathaniel  Forfter. 

In  1783  he  publifhed  **  Confiderations  on  the  Proviflonal 
Treaty  with  America,  and  the  Preliminary  Articles  of  Peace 
with  France  and  Spain."  In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year  ap- 
peared ^*  Six  Difcourfes  delivered  by  Sir  John  Pringle,  bart. 
when  prefident  of  the  Royal  Society,  on  occafion  of  lix  annual 
aiBgnments  of  Sir  Godfrey  Copley's  medal.  To  which  was 
prefixed  the  life  of  the  author."  Dr.  Kippis  had  been  on  very 
friendly  terms  with  Sir  John  Pringle,  who  frequently  attended 
public  worfhip  in  his  congregation. 

In  1786  he  publiihed  a  fermon  preached  by  him  at  ^iOld 
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J^wry^  611  the  26th  of  April  that  year,  on  occaiion  of  a  new  aca* 
demical  inftitutioo  among  proteftantdiffenters,  for  the  education 
of  their  minifters  and  youth.  Of  this  academy  Dr.  Kippis  be- 
came a  tutor,  and  continued  fo  for  feveral  years,  he  being  very 
deiirous  of  promoting  the  interefts  of  the  inftitution.  But  he 
after wix^  quitted  that  office;  and,  at  no  difbnt  period,  the  in- 
ftkution  itfelf  was  aboliflied,  in  confequence,  as  has  been  fup« 
pofed,  of  injudicioua  management  in  the  conductors.  Dr.  Rees, 
fpeakiog  of  Dr.  Kippis  as  tutor,  fays,  *'  Hlsle^hires,  and  his  ge* 
neral  conduct,  conciliated  the  efteem,  and  promoted  the  improve- 
ment»  of  bis  plipils*  They  all  honoured  and  loved  him :  for  he 
had  a  happy  talent  of  attaching  their  attention  arid  refpedt  *." 

Dr.  Kippis  publiflied,  in  obc  volume  quarto,  in  i'78S,  the  life 
of  the  celebrated  circumnavigator,  Captain  James  Cook ;  and^ 
the  (ame  year,  a  life  of  Dr.  Nathaniel  Lardner,  which  was  pre- 
fixed to  his  works.  It  was  a  fingular  circumftance,  that  when 
the  greater  part  of  this  life  had  been  compofed,  Dr.  Kippis  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr.  David  Jennings,  grand-nephew  to  Dr. 
Lardner,  deiiring  him  to  withdraw  his  publication.  This  letter 
was  written  not  only  in  his  own  name,  but  in  the  name  of  Dr. 
Dickens,  prebendary  of  Durham,  who  had  married  a  niece  of 
Dr.  Lar^lner,  and  who  joined  in  the  rcquifitioik  At  the  fame 
time  Dr.  Kippis  was'afibred,  that  if  he  perfifted  in  his  intention, 
they  wouU  (Irongly  and  publicly  difavow  their  having  confcnted 
to  the  performance. 

Dr.  Kippis,  having  dated  this  abfurd  application,  fiys,  in  an 
advertifement  prefixed  to  the  life,  *'  Although,  for  reafons  which 
to  tny  own  mind  appeared  perfef^Iy  fatisfadlory,  I  refufed  to 
comply  with  their  requed,  I  acquainted  them,,  that  1  had  not 
the  lead  obje6^ion  ipyfelf  to  record  their  difavowal,  and  to  take 
upon  me  the  difgrace  of  having  written  the  life  without  aiking 
their  permiffion.  Accordingly  I  here  do  this  in  the  mod  expreis 
manner.  I  here  declare,  that  if,  in  the  life  of  Dr.  Lardner  now 
prefented  to  the  public,  there  be  any  midakes  in  point  of  fa£l,  or 
errors  of  fentlment;  that  if  it  b#Ul  written,  or  improperly  writ- 
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ten,  its  faalts  belong  to  myfelf  alone,  being  cfaai^;eable  upon  no 
other  perfon  whatfocvcr." 

Dr.  Kippis's  account  of  Dr.  Lardner  is  compofed  with  great 

Judgment,  and  contains  much  valuable  information.     He  alfo 

made  numerous  additions  to  Dr.  Doddridge's  oourfe  of  le^res 

on  pneumatolqgy»  ethics,  and  divinity,  which  were  printed  in  the 

third  edition.  ^ 

In  J  79 1  he  publifhed  a  volume  of  fermons;  anil,  the  fame 
year,  a  funeral  oration,  delivered  at  the  interment  of  the  cele- 
brated  Dr.  Richard  Price. 

Dr.  Kippis  regularly  attended  the  public  meetings  of  the  diC- 
fen^ers  on  important  and  proper  occafions ;  and  Dr.  Rees  remarks, 
that  '^  his  knowledge  of  the  world,  the  re£litude  of  his  judg- 
ment, and  th^  mildnefs  of  his  temper,  gave  him  confiderable  io- 
fluence  in  various  connexions  to  which  he  belonged.  At  the 
Prefbyterian  board,  in  Dr.  Williams's  truft,  and  in  the  general 
body  of  adbciated  minifters,  his  opinion  always  claimed  peculiar 
deference.  As  he  was  become  the  &ther  of  feveral  focieties  of 
this  kind,  to  which  he  ftood  related,  his  age  commanded  refped ; 
and  his  condefcending,  complying  difpofition,  rendered  it  eafy  and 
pleafant  to  a&  with  him  on  every  occafion. 

NothwithfbnSiing  the  variety  of  his  engagements,  he  viras  a 
conftant  attendant.  He  never  pleaded  them  as  an  apology  for 
abfence.  He^  never  wifhed  to  decline  any  public  fervice,  wbat-> 
ever  perfonal  inconvenience  or  trouble  might  attend  it.  He 
preferred  the  concerns  of  others,  who  needed  his  af&fhnce,  to  his 
own*. 

He  was  a  fincere  friend  to  the  interefts  both  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  and  frequentcd^everal  popular  focieties.  For  fome 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  fociety  for  confiitutional  informa- 
tion; he  was  a  member  of  the  revolution  fociety,  and,  in  1788, 
he. publifhed  a  fermon  which  was  preached  before  that  fociety. 
He  w^  alfo  a  member  of  the  fociety  of  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
and  the  Unitarian  fociety. 

Dr.  Kippis  died  on  the  8th  o^DAober,*  1795 ;  and,  though  he 
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Uras  then  in  the  feventy*fir(l  year  of  hk  age»  he  had,  till  a  very 
ihort  time  before,  fuch  an  appearance  of  health,  that  it  might 
have  been  expeded  that  he  would  have  lived  m^ny  years.  It 
W£^  this  circamftance  which  probably  prevented  his  having 
made  any  late  will,  or  given  inftru6^ions  for  a  proper  diipoiitioa 
qI  his  books  and  manufcripts.  He  might  not  choofe,  perhaps,  to  - 
make  any  new  will  till  the  death  of  his  wife.  She  had  been  con* 
fined  to  her  room*  and  was  not  able  to  walk  acrofs  it  for  fome 
years  without  ^ftance,  while  he  apparently  enjoyed  good 
health.  No  body,  therefore,  thought  it  probable  that  Mrs. 
Kippis  would  Turvive  him,  but  ihe  lived  more  than  a  year  after 
his  death. 

He  was  interred  in  the  dHTenting  burying-ground  in  Bunhill 
fields,  on  the  i8th  day  of  the  month  in  which  he  died.  He  had 
two  children  by  Mrs.  Kippis,  but  they  were  both  cut  off  at  a  very 
early  age,  and  tbeir  lofs  fe^ms  to  have  afieded  him-more  than 
any  other  afilidtion  he  ever  experienced. 

Mr.  Jervis,  who  fucceeded  Dr.  Kippis  as  minifier  of  the  con- 
gregation in  Prince's-ftreet,  Weftminfter,  made  the  following 
obfervations  concerning  his  predeceflbr,  in  the  firft  fermon 
preached  by  him  as  paftor  of  that  congregation.  He  faid,  that 
Dr.  Kippis's  was  a  name  which  '*  would  be  reiflembered  in  the 
world  as  long  as  manly  abilities,  fdid  learning,  fterling  worth, 
and  unaffeded  benevolence,  (hall  continue  to  retain  a  place  in 
the  efteem  of  mankind.  In  him  the  perfonal  virtues  and  talents 
of  the  man  were  fo  admirably  blended  with  the  acquirements  of 
the  fcholar,  and  the  elevated  fcntiments  and  principles  of  the 
Chriftian,  as  to  conftitute  a  riare,  valuable,  and  accomplifhed 
chara6ler.  In  him,  fcience  has  lod  an  ornament,  religious 
liberty  and  truth  an  able  advocate,  and  humanity  a  difinterelled 
friend*." 

His  charadler  was  uncommonly  excellent  and  amiable;  his 
manners  were  mild  and  placid ;  he  had  great  ardour  and  a<%vity 
of  benevolence ;  and  much  of  his  time  was  employed  in  doing 
good  to  others.     He  walked  flcmly,  and  it  was  his  cuftom  to 
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read  even  in  the  ftreets  of  London.  He  roTe  ^rly ;  and  appesus 
always  to  have  been  diftinguiibed  by  diligence  and  af^lication. 
In  his  life  of  Dr.  Doddridge  he  fays,  *^  Literary  diligence  is  a 
*'  matter  which  I  have  always  earneftly  widied  to  preft  on  every 
'*  young  man  of  liberal  education,  with  \yhom  I  have  had  ac- 
*'  quaintance.  When  accompanied  with  original  genius,  it  is 
**  the  parent  of  all  that  is  great  and  valuable  la  fcience ;  and 
*'  where  there  is  not  much  of  original  genius,  provided  theip  be  a 
**  natural  capacity,  it  is  endued  with  the  power  of  prbdacing 
*'  valuable  attainments,  and  of  rendering  eminent  fervices  to  the 
*•  learned  world." 

Dr.  Kippis  wrote  the  preface  to  Edwin  and  Eltruda,  a  l^en<^ 
dary  tale  by  Mifs  Helen  Maria  Williams.  That  ingenious 
lady  had  been  much  benefited  by  his  advice  and  frieadfliip ;  ate 
the  time  of  his  death  Ihp  was  at  Paris,  but  (be  there  wrote  a  poena* 
in  honour  of  his  meipory*  in  whigh  are  the  following  lines : 

*'  For  kiiDa  bis  country  twines  her  ciric  palm, 
And  learning*^  tears  hit  konourM  name  embalm  { 
Hia  were  the  Uviih  ftores,  her  foi^e  fabHrne,^ 
Thro*  ^very  paffing  age  hat  fnatch*4  from  times 
His,  the  hilloriao's  wreath,  the  cricic't  art, 
A  rigid  judgment,  bat  a  feeling  heart; 
Hit,  the  warm  purpofe  for  the  general  weaf, 
Xbe  Cbrirtian's  meeknefs  and  the  Chriftian's  seal; 
And  hit  the  moral  worth,  to  which  is  given 
earth's  pureft  homage,  and  the  meed  of  heaven/* 

Poetical  compofltions  in  honour  of  him  were  alfo  publiflied 
by  Mr.  John  Towel  Rutt,  and  Mr.  WilHam  Toulmio,  now 
Dr.  Toulmin. 
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FRANCIS   NEUBAUER, 

MUSIC-MASTER  TO  THB  CHAPEL  OF  THE  PRINCE  OF 

NASSAU,  AT  WEILBURG, 

\ 

I 

Nbub  AUER  was  bom  in  Bohemia,  where  his  relations  dill  Iive» 
and  in  all  probability  of  low  parentage.  But  that  land  of  mufic, 
where  every  talent  for  the  art  has  free  fcope^  introduced  him  at 
an  early  age  to  men  who  difcerned  his  excellent  qualifications, 
and  gave  all  poffible  affiftance  t«kpromote  their  progrefi.  He  had 
unqueftionably  Attended  the  grammar  fchool  in  his  youth,  for 
he  fpoke  Latin  with  tolerable  facility,  and  afterwards  acquired 
fome  knowledge  of  French  and  Italian,  at  leaft  as  much  as  is  in- 
difpenfably  neceflary  to  enable  a  compofer  to  form  a  judgment  of 
foreign  wor^. 

Prague  and  Vienna  were  the  two  chief  fchodls  of  muCc, 
which  Neubauer  fubfequently  frequented ;  and  his  acquaintance 
with  the  moft  celebrated  mafters  of  his  time,  Haydn,  Mozart, 
Wranitzky,  Kotzeluch,  and  others,  added  to  a  diligent  ftudy  of 
the  beft  Italian  ones,  both  ancient  and  modern,  enabled  him  to 
attsun  that  accuracy  of  exprefilon  which  will  tranfmit  his  thoughts 
to  pofterity.  He  began  early  to  compofe,  and  the  excellent  con- 
ftrudion  of  his  pieces  had  been  admired  in  many  parts  of  the 
fouth  of  Germany,  and  pralfed  in  feveial  periodical  publications, 
and  among  others  by  Meufel  and  Kramer. 

His  works  were  publiflied  at  Vienna,  Paris,  and  Ofienbacli; 
and  the  catak^es  of  mufic-fellers  were  continually  ilnnouncing 
fome  new  fymj^onies,  quartettds,  or  longs,  of  his  eompofmg. 
Neubauer  was  an  original.  AH  his  mufical  ideas  bore  the  marks 
of  glowing  geniu&.  Symphony  was  hh/srtef  and  in  this  he  dif- 
played  inexhauftible  coploufnefs  of  thought,  with  ftrength  and 
richne&  of  expreifion.  His  qutrtettos  have  a  foft  and  amiable 
charader ;  luit  his  fengs  fomewhat  of  fullnefs,  and,  from  the  too 
copious  introduAion  of  wind  inftruments,  which  in  general, 

however. 
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Jiowever,  he  knew  how  to  employ  with  efFeii,  are  a  little  over- 
charged, throwing  the  finger  too  hiuch  into  the  back-ground. 

He  was  not  thirty  years  old  when  he  entered  into  the  fervicc 
of  the  prince  De  Weilburg.  The  difturbances  attending  the  war 
of  the  revolution  broke  up  the  chapel,  and  Neubauer  fled  to 
Pruffian  Minden,  where  he  remained  fome  time,  tiD  he  became 
known  to  the  princefs  of  Schaumburg,  who  gave  him  leave  to 
rqiair  to  Bueckeburg.  The  laft  of  the  Baches  was  then  mafter 
of  the  concert  at  Bueckeburg.  As  a  compoiar  Neubauer  was 
fy[  fup^rior  to  him  in  the  management  of*  inftroments.  Bach 
felt  this ;  and  he  was  vexed  that  the  arrival  of  a  flranger  fhould 
throw  him  into  thefhade;  particularly  as  he  was  confcious  of 
pofieffing  certain  excellencies  in  the  fuperiour  branches  of  the 
Icience,  to  which  nothing  was  wanting  but  the  art  of  di^hying 
tbem  to  advantage. 

Keubauer  had  obtained  permiffion  to  perform  ibme  of  his  com* 
pofitions  in  the  chapel,  and  of  this  he  availed  himfelf  to  fuch 
advantage,  4that  his  powers  of  mufical  execution  excited,  univer* 
ial  iiftonUhment.  The  fire  of  genius  pervaded  the  orcheftra, 
when  led  by  hiip ;  and  his  fymphonies,  when  animated  by  his 
Ipirit,  produced  an  indefcribable  ctkGfon  the  audience. 

Bach  was  a  man  of  the  higheft  probity :  but,  in  the  confidence 
of  a  private  converfation,  he  had  pafied  fome  flight  cenfures  on 
Neubauer's  compofitions,  to  which  they  were  undoubtedly 
liable,  when  weighed  in  the  old  Bachian  balance.  Some  officious 
friends  reported  thefe  cenfures  to  Neubauer,  who  was  inflaqied 
with  fuch  zeal  for  his  art,  that  he  broke  out  into  the  bittereft  in* 
ve£tives  againft  Bach,  without  the  lead  reftraint,  and  challenged 
bim  to  a  mufical  conteft,  in  the  compofition  of  a  fubjeft  in  paits^ 
in  which  he  wiihed  to  engage  the  old  mufician^o  arts  etfocis. 

Shortly  after  this  Bach  was  feized  with  an  acute  diforder,  of 
which,  to  the  regret  of  all  true  connoifieurs  in  mufic,^he  died. 
Neubauer  fucceeded  to  his  place,  and  was  engaged  as  diredor  of 
the  concert  by  the  princeft  of  Schaumburg,  but  fDr  no  deter* 
minate  time.  Long,  however,  he  did  not  long  enjoy  the  fatis* 
£i^on  of  a  peaceful  abode,  and  the  happinefs  of  an  affedtionattf 
wifci  whom  he  had  married  in  Bueckebui]g,  for  death  hurried 
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him  off  in  the  prime  of  life.     He  followed  his  predeceflbr  Bach 
in  the  fame  year,  and  his  bones  were  laid  at  reft  in  the  ikme 
.  church-yard  with  thofe  of  him  whofe  rival  he  had  been  when 
alive; 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  he  (hortened  his  life  by  a  vice 
which  he  had  permitted  to  acquire  a  fway  over  him.  Formerly, ' 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Rhine,  he  had  inflamed  his  fancy  by 
the  generous  juice  of  the  grape :  afterwards  the  fcant^meft  of  hit 
purfe  induced  him  to  have  recourfe  to  brandy,  to  fiitisfy  his  want 
of  ftimulating  liquor.  In  this  he  indulged  to  an  immoderate  de-  , 
giee ;  and  he  fell  a  facrifice  to  his  indulgence. 

His  native  chara&er  was  eftimable.  He  had  a  difpc^tion  to 
generoiity,  which  would  have  difplayed  itfdf  to  advantage  in  fa- 
vourable ciYcumflances :  but  his  goodnefs  of  heart  led  him  into 
eitrava^ance.  He  employed  his  talents  for  the  relief  of  neteffi*- 
tons  muiiciansy  particularly  on  their  travels,  and  gave  them  the 
whole  of  his  earnings,  when  hehimfelf  was  fo  poor,  that  he  muft 
.either  fhrve  or  get  into  deb^.^  In  ihort,  his  heart  was  fufceptible 
of  great  and  noble  fentiments .  *^  1  cannot  avoid  thinking,*'  he 
ufed  to  fay,  **  that  it  is  impcflible  for  a  great  artift  to  have  a  nar^ 

row  foul/' 

His  phyfiognomy  was  cxprefEve  of  genius  and  animation; 
they  indeed  beamed  from  his  eyes.  The  lower  part  of  his  face 
indicated  the  lover  of  what  is  called  good  living.  In  every  fea- 
ture there  was  an  indefcribable  ftretch  of  attention  to  every  im- 
preffion  his  mufic  produced.  He  well  knew  the  paflages  that 
xnufl  have  the  greateft  efFe£t ;  and  never  failed  while  they  were 
playing  to  take  a  fide  glance  at  thofe  amateurs  by  whom  he 
thought  they  would  be  moft  felt,  or  on  whofe  judgment  he  mofl 
depended. 

He  compofed  with  incredible  facility ;  and  would  fit  down  in 
a  crowded  tavern,  and  produce  a  mafterly  fymphony  amid  the 
jarring  din  of  a  hundred  difcordant  voices.  At  times,  it  is  faid, 
he  expofed  himfelf  to  the  difgrace  of  deteflion.  He  would  write 
down  paflages  from  fome  of  his  compofitions  that  had  long  been 
iu  print,  and  give  them  out  as  perfectly  new.  It  cannot  be 
Jcteed  that  he  had  fbmething  Thcafonic  in  his  cbarader.    This 
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was  never  mors  clearly  expreffed  than  in'  his  capital  fymphonyy 
•*  The  Battle,"  which  excels  all  his  others  ineficA;  but  in 
real  fcience,  and  mufical  corre(5lne&  of  mvention  and  conftnic- 
tion,  muft  rank  far  below  them.  This  fymphony,  and  his 
cantata  on  the  taking  of  Mentz,  have  l^een  performed  in  fevc^ral 
places  with  great  applaufe.  Tlie  latter  has  this  fxDgnJbiity,  that^ 
though  the  work  of  a  Bohemian,  who  was  by  no  means  mafter  of 
the  German  language,  he  put  the  words  together  while  he  was 
compoCng  the  mulic,  and  wrote  them  down  with  the  notes. 
This  cantata,  with  all  its  faults  in  refpeA  to  profody,  has  fome^ 
thingin  it  fo  original  that  no  poet  has  ventured  to  alter  the  words. 

His  moft  perfe£l  maflerpiece  was  the  Harmony,  as  it  is  enti- 
tled ;  a  piece  for  wind-inftruments,  with  accompaniments  for  a 
violin  and  bafs.  All  the  fkill  that  could  be  exerted  for  prodocing 
the  fineft  e0e<ft  by  wind  inftruments  has  here  been  concentred 
in  one  focus.  It  is  the  harmony  of  the  fpheres,  in  which  the 
idea  of  every  thing  terreftrial  is  abforbed. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Neubauer  fufiered  the  warmth  of  bis 
genius  to  pervade  his  character,  and  carried  it  to  excefs.  His 
fpirit,  however,  lives  in  his  works ;  and  many  a  foreigner  will 
hear,  with  regret,  the  news  of  his  early  death,  which  happened 
Oflober  II,   1795. 


GEORGE  BENDA, 

SIHECTOR  OF  THE  CHAPEL    OF   HIS    HIGHNESS  THE   DUKE 

OF    SAXE   GOTHA< 

/  .  : 

In  the  year  1795  Germany  loft  two  eminent  muiicians.  Bach 
and  Benda ;  of  whom  it  is  remarkable  that  they  both  fpning 
from  muiical  ||milies.  George  Benda  was  born  in  1721  or 
1722.  He  was  the  third  fon  of  a  linen-weaver,  who  lived  at 
Altbenatky  in  Bohemia,  and,  in  the  national  fpirit  of  that 
country,  played  a  little  on  the  hautboy,  the  bagpipe,  and  the 
pfaltery. 
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His  thfee  brothers  were  all  maficians,  and  his  only  fifler  was 
married  to  a  mufician,  and  had  the  repute  of  being  One  of  the 
bcft  fingers  of  her  time/  During  the  firft  Silefian  war,  Frede- 
rick II.  of  Prnffia  brought  the  whole  family  out  of  Bohemia 
to  Berlin,  and  placed  the  children  under  proper  mafters  to  be 
taught  mufic.  The  eldeft  brother,  Francis,  became  a  great 
player  on  the  violin ;  and  George  foon  difplayed  a  talent  for 
coaipofition.  He  alfe  handled  the'bow  with  confiderable  ikill,s 
and  at  an  early  age  was  introduced  into  that  g;reat  fchool  of  mu« 
&c,  which  was  formed  about  the  middle  of  ^e  prefent  century* 
ia  Berlin,  anil  of  which  he  (bon  became  a  confpicuous  member. 
He  was  likewiie^  good  harpfichord  player  for  that  time;  but 
his  favourite  inftniment  was  the  hautboy. 

G.  Benda  never  enjoyed  any  particular  inftrudions  for  com** 
poGng  mafic:  his  natural  t^ent'and  feelings  made  him  madec 
of  the  art.  On  reading  (bme  able  criticlfms  of  his  later  works^ 
be  once  faid  to  a  friend^  **  The  reviewer  remaiJcs  and  praifes  my 
oblervance  of  fome  very  fublime  rules  of  compofition,  with  the 
very  names  of  which  I  was  in  fa£t  unacquainted."  In  the 
mean  time  his  fix  fonatas  for  the  harpfichord,  publi(hed  in  . 
1757,  ^^^  ^^  confidered  as  daffical  compofitions,  are  lading 
proofs  how  well  he.  was  led  by  his  own  ear  to  obey  the  rules  of 
art.  We  cannot  fay  whether  Benda  wa$  fent  for  to  Gotha  in 
confequence  of  the  recommendation  of  friends,  or  of  the  fame 
he  had  acquired :  we  only  know  that,  in  1748^  he  went  thither 
to  fill  the  place  of  mailer  of  mufic  to  the  chapel,  which  Steele 
zel,  a  man  of -merit  in  his  way,' had  enjoyed  before  him« 
This  fitgation  contributed  greatly  to  improve  his  talents  as  a 
compofer.  Frederic  III.  the  reigning  duke  at  that  time,  was  a  ^ 
great  lover  and  good  judge  of  mufic,  and  Benda  compofed  a 
great  deal  for  the  church  by  his  order*  He  compofed  almoft 
four  fets  of  church  mufic  for  the  whole  year ;  beikles  feverai 
niailes,  fervices  for  pafSon-week,  and  other  piece^  His  fym« 
phonies  were  prized  as 'highly  at  that  time,  as  tho^of  Haydn 
and  Mozart  are  now.  His  Italian  airs  were  greatly  admired* 
and  he  compofed  the  whole  of  the  opera  Xint$  rlconofciuto, 
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Behda  enjoyed  the  efteem  of  hi$  prince  in  fuch  a  degree,  that 
he  was  fent  into  Italy  at  his  cxpence  in  1765,  and  afterwards 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  direflor  of  the  chapel.  This  journey 
enlarged  and  improved  his  tafte,  and' freed  him  from  many  of 
the  prejudices  he  had  before  imbibed.  The  acquaintance 
he  obtained  with  the  theatre  prepared  for  him  thofc  laurels, 
which  he  afterwards*  acquired  by  his  corapofitione  for  the  ftage. 
He  was  indebted  to  fortuitous  circumftances,  however,  for  an 
opportunity  of  gathering  them.  In  1774  the  palace  at  Weimar 
being  burned  dowQ]  Seller's  company  of  actors  removed  from 
that  city  to  Gotha.  With  it  came  Schweizer,  then  chiefly 
known  to  the  world  for  having  compofcd  the  mufic  to  Wieland's 
opeVa  of  Alcejlcy  and  who  was  afterwards  the  fucce{jR>r  of  Beuda 
as  mufic  mailer  to  the  chapel. 

Benda's  talents  had  now  flumbered  for  feme  time.  On  the 
death  of  Frederic  IlL  in  1772,  the  muGc  in.  the  ducal  chapel 
had  been  difcontinued ;  and  nothing  occurred  to  roufe  him  from 
that  life  of  indolence  and  eafe,  to  which  he  had  a  ftrong  pro* 
penfity.  The  amufemcnts  of  the  theatre,  of  which  he  was 
paiTiqnately  fond,  and  the  fuccefs  which  attended  the  Alcefte  and 
other  performances  of  Schwcizer,  at  length,  however,  ftimu- 
lated  him  to  exert  his  talents  for  the  ftage.  The  farft-fruit  of 
this  exertion  was  that  very  original  and  celebrated  work  his 
Ariadne. 

Benda  was  a  great  admirer  of  tlie  declamation  and  a£tion  of 
an  a£trefs  at  Gotha,  of  the  name  of  Brandes,  who  had  ns 
talent  for  finging:  and  he  conlideredhow  he  could  combine  her 
powers  as  an  aSrefs  with  the  efFeS  of  mufic.  The  thought  of 
a  mekdramatixxxK^  him ;  and  this  he  communicated  to  his  friend 
Eiigelof  Berlin,  who  was  then  at  Gotha  with  Gotter.  He  was 
ii^ormed  by  him,  that  a  fimilar  idea  had  occurred  to  RoufJeau, 
who  had  carried  it  into  execution,  though  but  feebly,  in  his 
Pygmalion^fni  he  encouraged  him  to  attempt  fuch  a  work. 
From  thei^iinls  Brandes  the  a<£lor  compofed  the  text  of  the 
melodrama  of  Ariadne  in  the  ijland  of  Naxos.  The  words  of 
the  piece  have  no  extraordinary  merit,   but  the  ftory  is  well 
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adapted  for  eSetS.  ^  Bcnda  undertook  the  compoGtion  of  Uie  , 
rnufic  for  this  piece,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  there  is  no  proper 
air,  throughout  the  whole,  but  the  mufic  occafionally  relieves 
the  declamatio;!,  and  endeavours  to  extend  the  expreffion  of  the 
fentiments  conveyed  by  the  words.  It  is/  indeed,  an  enchanting 
performance ;  and  Reichardt,  a  critic  of  no  mean  eminence, 
iaid  of  it,  that  fuch  genuine  mufic  had  never  before  been  heard 
within  the  walls  of  a  German  theatre. 

This  mailer«piece  was  followed  by  the  Medea  of  Gotter,  into 
which,  however,  Benda  introduced  fome  airs.  The  Fair 
WaldeTy  Romeo  and  Juliet ^  the  Woodcutter ^  and  Pygmaiion^  fuc-- 
ceeded  each  other  rapidly ;  and  forae  time  after  the  Law  of 
Tartary  was  performed  at  Manheim. 

Caprice,  and  probably  fome  portion  of  dlflike  ^to  his  rival 
Schweizer,  who,  however,  was  very  far  inferior  to  him,  and 
with  whom  be  had  fome  caufe  to  be  offended,  induced  Benda, 
in  1778,  to  requed'his  difmllion  from  Gotha,  where  his  in- 
come amounted  to  upward  of  two  hundred  a  year.  In  this  im* 
prudent  refolution  he  perfifled,  againil  the  advice  of  all  his 
friends,  and  went  to  Hamburg,  where  he  was  engaged  by 
Schroeber,  under  very  advantageous  terms,  as  direflor  of  mufic 
to  the  theatre.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  only  daughter^  and 
one  of  his  younger  fons,  who  both  had  engagements  at  the  the-? 
atre  likewife. 

After  feme  time  he  became  diffiiti^fied  with  this  fituarion,  left 
Hamburg  and  repaired  to  Vienna,  where  he  acquired  confuler- 
able  feme  and  fome  money.  Hence  he  returned  ta  Gotha  to 
vifit  his  fifter,  Mrs.  Hattafch  the  finger,  and  his  old  friends  •„. 
tliough  chiefly  to  folicit  a  penfion  from  his  former  benevolent 
employer,  as  his  prelent  unfettlcd  way  of  life -afforded  him  but  a 
gloomy  profpcft  for  his.  declining  years.  It  coft  him  fome  pai|i 
to  confeis  that  he,  an  old  man,  after  having  fpent  eight  and 
twenty  years  of  meritorious  fervices,  had  afted  witflfuch  im- 
jmidence  as  at  once  to  throw  up  a  lucrative  place  from  pafTion. 
The  4uke,  however,  was  not  deaf  to  his  petition ;  and  his 
brotber  prince  Auguftus,  who,  being  a  lover  and  judge  of  raufic, 
valued  Benda  as  an  arttft,  joined  in  the  grant  of  a  little  annuitv. 
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And  thus  this  muiician,  who  found  his  former  income  infaffi^ 
cient,  though  great  in  companfon,  now  thought  himfelf  happy 
to  be  aiTured  of  fomewhat  lefs  than  feventy  pounds  a  year  for  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  .        ^      ^ 

Soon  after  this  he  began  to  coIle£t»  and  publifh  by  fubfcrip- 
tion,  the  various  pieces  he  had  compofed  for  the  harpfichord 
while  he  was  in  the  fervice  of  the  duke  of  Saxe  Gotha.  The 
fame  of  Benda  was  fo  great,  that  the  firft  volume  had  above 
two  thoufand  fubfcribers ;  but  as  none  of  the  pieces  exhibited 
that  extraordinary  merits  which  he  had  difplayed  in  his  compo- 
fjtions  for  the  ftage,  the  fucceeding  volumes  experienced  but 
indifferent  fuccefs. 

At  the  preffing  invitation  of  Mrs.  Zernitz,  fupported  by  the 
advice  of  hi^  other  friends,  he  left  the  place  of  his  refidence 
near  Gotha,  and  repaired  to  Paris,  to  bring  out  his  Ariadne^ 
which  had  been  tranilated  into  French.  It  was  accordingly  per- 
formed at  the  Italian  theatre :  but  the  opinion  of  the  public  was 
divided  refpefling  it ;  in  confequence  of  this  a  little  paper  war 
arofe,  which  was  carridd  on  in  the  Mercwre  de  Francis  He 
reaped  fufficient  emolument,  however,  to  defray  the  expences  of 
his  journey. 

On  his  return  he  fpent  his  days  in  extreme  folitude,  his  wife 
having  lonjg  been  dead,  and  his  children  grown  tip  and  dif- 
perfed  in  the  world.  In  1790, 'br  1791,  he  took  a  'final 
leave  of  mufic  in  a  cantata,  compofed  at  Ronneburg,  under  the 
title  of  Benda' s  Lamentations,  Walking  was  his  chief  ocCupa^ 
tion  and  amufement,  and  he  often  went  to  a  town  fome  miles 
off;  entered  at  one  gate,  went  out  at  another,  and  returned 
home  without  fpeaking  to  a  (Ingle  perfon.  He  frequently  went 
on  pod-days  to  read  the  news  as  early  as/pofiible,  for  he  was 
eager  after  a  knowledge  of  public  events,  and  in  particular  con- 
cerning every  thing  that  appertained  to  the  French  revolution^ 
of  which  Awas  a  warm  friend.  Cknce  meeting  an  acquaint- 
«ince,  ,whom  he  could  not  avoid,  he  flood  fliil,  and  looked 
carneftly  all  round  him,  without  fpeaking.  "  Are  you . locdc- 
iia;  tor  any  oner"  faid  his  old  friend.  "  Yes:  for  my  wife.'* 
**  You  have  no  wife."     "  O  yes:  Solitude;" 
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Benda  was  of  a  nrinift  frame ;  but  his  letter  yean  were  infirm ; 
and  he  died  on  the  5th  of  November,  1 795',  about  the  age  of 
(cventy-foiir.  Handel,  JomelU,  Gluck,  and  Bach,  have  been 
inihnced  as  examples  of  muficians  who  were  great  eaters;  and 
Benda  may  be  added  to  the  number.  Once  calling  on  a  friend, 
a  frugal  Frenchman,  who  had  a  ptecie  of  roaft*meat  juft  brought 
in,  that  he  intended  (hould  ferve  him  for  his  fupper  during  the 
whole  week,  and  being  aiked'  to  tafte  itr  he  fat  down,  though- 
it  was  between  meals,  and  did  not  leave  off  till  he  had  picked  the 
bones. 

He  was  famed  for  abfence  of  mind  and  foi^etfulnefs;  manj[ 
ififtances  of  which  are  related.  Mildnefs  and  benevolence  were 
alfo  highly  predominant  in  his  charaAer :  but  he  was  extremely 
fenfiUe  ol  any  a^ront,  or  difrefped,  and  did  not  readily  forget, 
it.  He  loved  his  children,  yet  left  their  education  almoft  to 
chance.  Rightly  as  he  judged  in  the  Cafe  of  others,  and  good  as 
was  the  counfel  he  gave  his  friends,  he  often  miftook  *his  own 
intereft,  and  negleded  the  duties  incumbent  on  the  father  of  a 
family.  His  firft  pafiion,  which  he  carried  to  excefs,  was  to 
relieve  the  wants  of  others  :  his  next  was  for  fociety  and  cards, 
though  with  the  exception  of  almoft  all  games  of  chance;  an^ 
he  has  often  feriouily  faid,  that  he  could  fcarcely  believe  it  pof- 
fible  for  a  man  to  be  a  good  compofer  of  mufic  who  had  no  Ikill 
at  cards  or  draughts. 

Of  the  philofophy  of  Benda  we  have  many  fpecimens  before 
us  in  his  letters,  an  extrad  from  which  we  cannot  withhold,  as 
it  will  jprobably  be  acceptable  to  the  readers,  and  afford  fome 
idea  of  the  man. 

"  March  4,  1788. 
'*  I  a  Sceptic  ?  Heaven  defend  mc  from  it !  Scepticifm  in- 
dicates weaknels  of  mind,  has  embittered  the  lives  of  many, 
and  to  many  has  o^ade  death  terrible.  I  believe,  ^nd  firmly  be^i* 
lieve,  what  reafon  bids  me :  but  things,  of  wl^  1  cannot 
convince  myiclf,  I  leave  as  they  are;  rejed  tbeto  not,  ridicule 
them  not,-  and  only  fay,  that  I  know  nothing  of  the  matter*' 
With  refped  to  our  ftate  beyond  the  grave»  nothing^can  be  iaid 
with  certainty:  he  who  created  us  alone  can  know,  whether, 
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and  how,  the  faul,  feparated  from  its  body*  cao^  think  and  i£l. 
Bnt  tins'  uncertainty  dtfturbs  me  not.     Was  I  unhappy  before  I 

was  born  ?  Why  then  fhoald  I  deem  myfelf  unhappy,  if  I 
muft  ceafe  to  be  and  rttnm  to  my  farmer  non-enttCy?  I  thank 
the  jOmnipotent  for  the  boon  of  this  ihort  life,  whether  fiitu* 
rlty  be  to  me  an  eternal  fkep,  or  a  continuation  of  exiflence. 
If  the  creator  of  all  things  have  deftined  man  to  the  latter,  I  am 
convinced,  that  I  tod  flail  enjoy  fuch  happinefs.  While  this  is 
the  {late  of  my  mind,  the  old  fellow  with  his  fcythe  may  come 
when  he  will.  Probably  he  will  not  find  that  I  ftiall  receive 
htm  with  a  fmile ;  though  I  certainly  ihall  with  ferentty,  if  my 
machine  be  ib  far  worn  out,  as  not  to  be  too  fenfible  of  the  pain 
attending  its  deftrudiion/' 


.  EWALD-FREDERIC  COUNT  DE  HERTZBERG, 

MINISTER  OF  STATE  TO  THE  KING  OF  PRUSSIA,  CURATOR 
OF  THE  ROYAL  ACADEMY  AT  BERLIN,  PRESIDENT  OF 
THE  ECONOMICAL  SOCIETY  AT  POTSDAM,  HONORARY 
MEMBER  OF    THE  BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE   OF   LONDON, 

&C.    &C. 

It  is  known  to  the  world,  that  Hertzberg  was  one  of  the 
mofl:  able  and  aftive  aflifiants  of  Frederic  II. ;  an4  that  this 
great  king,  in  his  laft  hours,  would  have  him  alone  of  all  his 
miniftcrs  about  him :  thus  appearing  to  make  the  count  the  de- 
pofitory  of  thofe  political  maxims,  an  adherence  to  which  was 
to  maintain  and  extend  the  internal  ftrength  and  external  power 
of  the  Pruffian  monarchy. 

Ewald- Frederic  Von  Hertzbcrgy  defcended  from  an  ancient 
but  decayed  Pomeranian  family,  was  bom  on  the  fecond  of 
September  1^725,  at  Lottin,'  an  ellate  of  his  anceAors,  near 
New  Stettin^  to  which  his  father  had  retired  with  the  rank 
pf  major,  in  the  fefvice  of  the  king  of  Sardinia*     When  he 
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was  iix  years  old,  his  parents  entrufted  him  to  the  care  of  a 
neighbouring  clergyman,  named  Rheniius,  in  whofe  houfe  fe- 
vcial  young  noblemen  were  boarders.  Under  this  mafter,  who 
pofiefled  his  grateful  elleem,  he  imbibed  the  elements  of  learn- 
ing with  fuoh  fuccefs,  thatf  after  having  been  three  years  at 
the  academy  of  Old  Stettin,  he  was  capable,  in  1742,  of 
compoiing  a  genealogical  hiftory  of  the  firil  Auftrian  emperors^ 
in  Latin,  from  original  fources.^  Both  the  choice  of  his  fub- 
je&,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  handled*  it,  proved  that,  al- 
ready in  his  feventeenth  year,  he  had  turned  his  thoughts  to  that 
courfc  in  which  he  afterwards  obtained  fo  much  fame. 

Probably  the  narrow  circumdances  of  his  parents,  which  his 
father  arduoufly  ftrove  to  improve,  firft  induced  him  to  try  a 
path,  in  Which  he  hoped  he  might  earlier  be  enabled  to  Support 
himfelf  without  their  afliftancc.  But  whether  this  conjediure 
be  right  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  he  feduloufly  purfued  the  ftudy 
of  the  public  law  of  Germany,  and  the  fciences  connedled  with 
it,  during  a  three  years  relidcnce  at  Halle,  under  the  celebrated 
profeflbrs  Bcehmcr,  Von  Ludwig,  Schmaufs,  and  Wolf.  Be- 
fore he  quitted  the  univerfity  he  was  defirous  of  exhibiting  a 
proof  of  the  knowledge  he  had  acquired,  by  a  fyftematic  effay 
on  the  jurifprudence  of  Brandenburg ;  but  the  cabinet  of  Berlin 
forbad  the  publicationof  this  work,  to  which,  however,  it  could- 
not  refufe  praife.  The  mortification  experienced  by  the  young 
man  contributed  greatly,  perhaps,  to  render  the  future  minifterof 
ftate  more  frier.dly  to  the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  than  from  the 
tenor  of  his  mind  in  other  refpcSs  he  appears  likely  to  have  been. 
Nothing  remained  for  him  at  the  time,  however,  but  to  choofe 
another  fubjeft  for  his  thefis,  which  he  propofed  to  maintain  in 
public  without  a  moderator ;  and  he  pitched  upon  the  Eled^oral 
Union,  the  hiftory  of  which  he  executed  with  great  judgment, 
arid  defended  with  uncomtnon  applaufe. 

Immediately  after  this  he  was  placed  in  the  department  of  fo- 
reign affairs  at  Berlin;  then  accompanied  the  embafTy  of  the 
eledtor  of  Brandenburg,  on  occafion  of  chdofing  an  emperor,  as 
fecretary ;  and  after  his  return  laboured  with  great  induftry  in 
public  bufmcfs,  particularly  in  the  private  archives,  an  intimate 
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acquaintance  with  wlilch  he  juftly  confidered  as  the  itioft  certain 
road  to  di(lin6tion  in  his  new  career.  His  exertions  wer^  ibon 
noticed,  and  praifed  by  the  king;  who  direded  him  to  make 
extra£ls  from  documents  relative  to  the  biftorjr  of  Brandenburg, 
and  to  compofe  an  eflay  on  the  military  ftate  of  the  eledlorate* 
As  a  recompcnfe  for  this  he  was  niade  counfellor  of  lotion, 
and  tbu:  attained  one  ftep  nearer  his'objefl,  be  being  now  called 
upon  oflBcially  to  defend  the  a&ions  and  rights  of  his  prince*. 
In  1750  he  received  orders  to  arrange  the  fecrct  papers  of  flate, 
which  had  remained  packed  up  ever  fince  the  war  of  1745.  An 
infpe£tion  of  the  original  documents,  refpedling  the  external  con- 
nexions of  his  court  and  the  rooft  important  tran(a£tions  of  the 
times,'  afforded  him  an  accurate  and  profound  knowledge  of  the 
domellic«and  foreign  relations  of  Pruflia,  and  contributed  not  a 
little  to  his  future  improvement.  In  1752  his  efl&y  On  the  hril 
Poptilation  of  the  Marche  of  Brandenburg,  obtained  the  prize 
from  the  royal  academy  of  fciences  at  Berlin ;  and,  in  confe- 
quenceof  it,  he  was  foon  after  made  a  member  of  the  academy, 
and  privy  counfellor  of  legation.  In  1755  he  was  fummoned 
to  the  ordinary  conferences  of  the  department  for  foreign  affiiijs, 
and  had  the  fuperintendanceof  part  of  the  private  difpatches. 
During  this  bufy  period  he  wrote  the  concife  but  learned  "  Hiftory 
of  the  Maritime  Streng^  of  Brandenburg  under  the  Eledor 
Trederic- William  the  Great,  and  of  the  African  Company,  as 
likewife  of  the  Pofleflions  of  the  Brandenbprgera  on  the  Coaft 
of  Africa,  which  the  King,  Frederic-William,  Ibid  to  the 
Dutch  in  1720.** 

In  1756,  when  Frederic  II.  meditated  the  projeA  of  marching 
at  the  head  of  an  army  into  Bohemia  and  -Saxony,  Hertzberg  - 
was  direfted  to  prepare^  an  •*  Ab(lra£t  of  the  fecret  Defigns  of 
the   Courts    of   Vienna,    Peterfburg,    and   Drefden,    againft 

*  In  the  year  1747  h«  compofed  an  tnfwerto  the  foTj,  B'floru  4n  SliMrj/cMer,  ^c. 
entitled  '<  Political  Hift*ry  of  Che  Errors  of  State,  which  the  l;uropean  Powert  have 
committed  with  refpedt  to  ihe  Houfes  of  Bourbon  and  Brandenburg  ;'*  and,  in  X748» 
an  argument,  in  French,  againft  the  crown  of  England,  refpe^king  the  freedom  of 
(he  navigation  of  PraHia,  as  «  neutral  nation,  iq  the  xnari^me  war  of  that  tinnc. 
Bdih  thefe  wurkf,  however,  remained  impublKhed  for  reafons  of  ftate. 

PrufSa," 


Fruffia/*  from  the  papers  oi  the  eleSor  ot  Saucdny,  wfiidi  the 
king  had  fbuod  means  to  procure:  and  when  Frederic  made 
himfelf  mafler  of  Drefden,  ^uid  fent  Hertzberg  the  correfpond- 
eooe  of  Ae  Saxon  court  fioom  1746  to  7756,  taken  from  the 
archives,  the  minifter  drew  up,  from  thefe  forty  volumes^  in 
the  conrfe  of  a  fingle  week,  in  three  difierent  langnages,  *^  The 
Memorial  re^Aing  the  Condudt  of  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and 
Saxony,  and  their  dangerous  Defigi^s  againfl  the  Kingof  Pruilia, 
with  the  original  Documents,  from  which  the  Proofs  of  them 
are  derived."  This  memorable  compofition  brought  on  him 
various  attacks,  to  all  of  which  he  gave  a  general  anfwer. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 757,  when  the  king  was  pre- 
paring for  a  fre(h  campaign,  and  had  it  in  contemplation  to 
abandon  Pruilia  and  Weftphalia  in  order  to  -concentrate  bis 
whole  force  between  the  Viftula  and  the  Wcfcr,  and  epnploy  it 
againft  Auftria,  Hertzberg  counfelled  him,  in  an  anonymous 
letter,  not  to  leave  thofe  provinces,  but  rather  to  augment  liis 
army  with  forty  thoufand  men.  The  latter  part  pf  his  advice 
was  taken,  as  the  water  fbon  difcovered ;  but  Frederic  abandoned 
the  provinces,'  and  they  were  loft.  After  the  death  of  privy 
counfellor  Wahrendorf,  in  the  courle  of  thh  year,  Hertzberg 
became  firft  privy  counfellor,  or  fecretary  of  fbte,  for  the  fb* 
reign  department ;  in  which  office  be  had  to  prepare  all  the  pri- 
vate difpatches,  both  French  and  German,  including  thofe  for 
Silefia.  In  addition  to  this,  he  had  the  fuperintendance  of  the 
fecret  archives.  He  had  alfo,  from  this  time,  the  diredion  of 
foreign  a£EiirSt  in  conjunAion  with  the  two  minifters  count 
Podewils  and  count  Finkenftein ;  compo&d  all  the  fbte  papers 
that  were  written  in  German,  French,  and  Latin,  during  the 
feven  years  war;  and  removed  the  fecret  archives  to  Mag- 
jdebourg.    ". 

After  the  unfortunate  battle  of  Collin,  when  the  fortrefs  of 
Stettin,  completely  divefted  of  troops,  was  threatened  by  a 
Swedifii  army,  he  rendered  an  important  fervice  to  his  king  and 
nation,  by  perfuading  his  patriotic  countrymen,'  the  ftates  of 
Pomerania,  to  aflemUe  in  hafte  abodyof  militia,  confifting  of 
ten  battalions  of  foot,  and  tv^o  fc[uadrons  of  buflars.     Thefe 

were 
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were  kept  embodied  during  the  remainder  <9f  the  war,  ami  |Msr« 
formed  fignal  fcrvices  by  their  valour,  wBicfiwaa  animated  and 
increafed  by  the  love  of  their  country. 

In  the  year  1 76a,  Hcrfeberg'  was  the  tneafn^  of  brittging  about 
an  accommodation  between  Ruffia  and  Sweden,  and  in  1763  the 
king  pitched  upon  him  as  the  inflrument  for  effecting  a  general 
peace.  He  went  to  Hubertlburg  with  oral  inftruflions  merely, 
and  there  concluded  a  treaty  on  the  day  prcfcribed.  The  faying 
6f  Frederick  on  this  occafion,  **  You  have  made  peace,  as  I  made 
war,  one  againft  many/*  was  to  fuch  a  minifter  the  nobleft  of 
rewards.  After  this,  his  merits  and  exertions  were  further  rc- 
wanled  by  the  place  of  fecond  nrinifttr  of  ftat^,  or  minifter  for 
foreign  affairs,  vacated  by  the  death  of  count  Podfcvrils;  in  addi- 
tion to  tills  he  for  a  time  cdntiqued  to  exercife  his  former 
funftions. 

On  the  firft  partition  of  Poland,  In  1773,  Hertzbcrg,  though 
he  fo  loudly  declaimed  againft  tlie  laft  dlvilion  of  that  unfortu- 
nate  kingdorti,  was  extremely  aftive,  both  by  his  expo£tion  of 
the  pretenfions  of  Pruffia,  and-  liis  counfels  refpeSing  the  ag- 
grandifcmenttjf  the  Houfe  of  Brandenburg.  As  thefe  important 
fcrvices  to  the'  Pruffian  monarchy  appeared  to  have  been  too  little 
noticed,  he  hitnfelf  was  anxious  that  they  fliould  be  fully  dif- 
played  in  Weddigen's  fketchcs  tjf  his  life.  Hcrtiberg  took  an 
atSive  part  in  the  difputes  bttween  the  houfes  of  Pruffia  and 
Auftria  r&fpefting  Bavaria,  both  by  his  writings  and  his  influ- 
ence: and  at  the  peace  of  TcfcJien,  in  1779,  he  was  not  idle, 
having  drawn  up  the  treaty  himfelf.  As  the  emperor  Jofeph 
made  frefti  attempts,  in  1784,  to  obtain  Bavaria,  thcfe  rendered 
new  counterplots  neceflary.  Hertzberg  performed  a  principal  part 
in  the  grand  projedl  of  bringing  about  a  cAalition  of  the  German 
princes,  in  17H5,  intended  to  fruftrate  the  emperor's  fchcine ; 

* 

but,  according  to  his  own  avowa),  the  firft  hint  of  it  came  from 
the  heir  to  the  thrune.  The  count  publi(hed  fome  tra<^s  refpe&ing 
this  coalition.  Soon  after  this  he  became  prime  mover  of  the  meai^ 
fores  entered  into  for  quelling  the  difturbances  in  Holland,  reftor- 
ing  the  ftadtholdcr,  and  diminiihing  the  influence  of  France  ii| 
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the  united  province.     Even  the  well-Jtnown  journey  of  the 
princeTs  of  Orange  wa&  his  work*. 

During  his  laft  illnefs,  Frederick,  as  we  have  aheady  obfervcd, 
fent  for  his  old  and  trafty  niinifter  to  Sans  Souciy  and  kept  him 
with  him  till  his  death,  which  6ccttrred»  Auguft  the  i6th,  1786.  ; 
What  inuft  have  hecu  the  feelings  c^  Hertzbcrg  at  the  deinife  of  • 
this  firil  of  kings,  .who  had  honoured  him  with  his  confidence  for 
fo  many  years,  with  whom  he  had  fo  long  co-operated,  the 
fplendor  of  whofe  great  deeds  had  been  diffufed  over  him  alfo, 
and  on  who(c  quitting  the  (lage  it  wa$  prohable  his  own  part  as  a 
politician  was  ended  !  But  the  hour  was  not  yet  come  when  he 
was  to  retire  from  the  fatigues  of  (late,  to  enjoy  dignity  and  eafe^ 

Frederick -William  feemed  defirous  of  treatipg  Hertzbcrg 
with  the  fame  favour  and  affection  as  his  uncle.  He  honouted 
him  with  the  order  of  the  black  eagle ;  took  him  along  with 
him  when  he  went  to  receive  the  homage  of  Pruffia  and  Silefia  ; 
promoted  him  to  the  rank  of  a  count;  fent  him  toPomerania 
and  the  Ncumark,  to  accept  the  oaths  of  fealty  in  tiie  name  of 
his  king;  committed  to  his  charge  the  department  of  foreign 
afi^UFS ;  and  made  him  curator  of  die  academy.  Peace  was  re« 
ftored  in  Hdland  by  his  means  ;  and  he  was  a£ti?e  in  prefcrvjng 
the  balance  of  Europe.  Hence  refulted  the  celebrated  congref  s 
of  Reichenbach,  in  1790.  The  count  could  never  forget  that 
this  compa^,  which  he  confidered  as  his  mafter-flroke,  was  not 
brought  to  perfeAion,  and  that  he  was  thwarted  in  the  execution 
of  his  deflgns.     With  this  fource  of  diflatisfadlion  others  united. 

•  When  this  princefi  was  flopped  in  her  jaurney  by  the  Dutch  patriots,  the  kinj 
of  Pruffia  demanded  fatisfa€t}on  within  a  (hort  deternainate  time»  in  a  memorial 
drawn  up  hy  Hertsberg.  The  following  letter  on  this  occafion  from  the  count  to 
Mr.  Poflclt,  publiihed  in  Pcffclt's  annals  for  1797*  No.  2,  p.  137,  Is  charaderilUc 
of  the  mlnifter.  *'  In  the  cafe  of  the  lad  memorial  of  Mr.  Von  Tulemeier,  I  have 
in  my  thoughts  the  examples  of  Popilius  Lznas,  Liv.  xlv.  Jz,  and  of  Admiral  Mat- 
tliews  before  Naples;  and  I  have  ultimately  attaioed  a  wifh  which  I  have  ever 
cheriibed  throughout  nv^  diplomatic  career.  This  attempt,  however,  is  much  more 
Ariking  thm  either  of  thafe  to  which  I  allude,  becaufe  it  is  not  dire^ci;^  again  ft  fuch 
feeble  fovereigns  as  Antiochus  and  Don  Carlos,  but  a  much  greater  power  (France), 
at  leaft  indirectly,  not  iniignificant  Holland.  '  Yet  I  engage  that  it  (ball  oot  occafion 


a  war.** 
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In  May  179X  the  cabinet' was  enhrged  hj  the*  addition  of.  two 
new  miniilersy  fo  that  the  bufinefs  was  no  longer  oondnAed  by 
himfelf  alone;  which  he  fenfibly  feit«  This  proof  of  difefteem, 
or  disfavour,  induced  him,  in  July,  to  requeft  his  difmiflal,  or«t 
leaft  to  Be  exonerated  from  any  concern  in  foreign  affairs.  The 
latter  was  granted;  but  neither  his  complete  refignation,  nor 
the  relinquifhment  of  his  falary,  which  he  had  likewift  ofiered, 
was  accepted.  Thus  he  ftill  retained  the  title  of  prime  minifter; 
but  the  only  bufinefs  he  had  to  tranfaA  was  what  belonged  to 
him  as  trurator  of  the  academy  of  fciences,  with  the  fuperinten- 
dence  of  the  filk  manufa£ture  *  in  Pruflia,  and  the  rural  econo- 
jody  of  the  country. 

The  leifore  now  enjoyed  by  the  count,  and  his  high  regard 
for  the  late  king,  induced  him  to  refolve  on  writing  a  hiftory  of 
Frederick  IL  and  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  fecret  archives  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  The  new  monarch  gave  him  permiflion.  Obflacles  of  every 
kind,  however,  were  induftrioufly  thrown  in  his  way  ;  fo  that  at 
length  he  grew  weary  of  a  work,  which,  continually  occupying 
his  mind,  by  the  recoUedion  of  happier  days,  might  have  zSarded 
him  confiderable  enjoyment.  He  efiedcd,  however,  the  crfSdon 
of  a  memorial  to  Frederick  the  Great,  an  idfea  which  he  did  not 
fu^eft  to  his  Pomeranian  countrymen  in  vain.  This  was  a  marble 
flatue  of  the  king,  by  Schadow,  toward  which  the  count  himfelf' 
fubfcribed  one  thoufand  rixdcdlars  (one  hundredxand  fixty^fix 
poundst)>  and  which  was  publiqly  dedicated  to  his  memory,  at 

Old 

*  The  manufadurs  of  filk  feemi  to  to  have  been  an  objed  pecntiarly  dear  to 
covint  Hcrtzberg,  and  that  the  hopes  entertained  by  him  on  this  occafion  were  pro« 
portionably  fangnine  may  be  feen  by  the  following  eztraft  of  a  letter  from  that  noble- 
man, to  a  perfon  in  high  public  fituadon  in  this  country,  dated  Berlin,  June  i, 

1794-  ' 

*'  Je  continue  a  faire  des  grandet  progttt  dtns  la  culture  de  la  foyc  natipnale,  et  je 

me  flatte,  que  favorifer  par  le  faifon  de  .cette  annee  nous  aaront  unc  lecolte  abon- 
dante,  et  qnc  nos  fabriques  profperont  par  la  ruine  de  Lion,  puifque  lea  etranger  Tien- 
nent  deja  demander  de  nos  fabrications.**  ^ 

It  would  appear  from  another*  paflage,  that  he  encouraged  the  cultivntioB  of  filk 
by  giving  two  golden  Fredericks,  and  prefenting  a  medal  to  every  perfon,  on  lalfing 
the  firft  t>\'enty  pounds  weight;  hjs  or  h^r  name  was  alfe  infcrted  in  the gasette* 

-f^lt  appears  from  an  original  letter,  written  by  the  ex-miniiler,  and  nAw  in  the 

poiTeflloa 
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OM  Stiettin,  on  the  xoth  of  Ofiobcr  1793,  when  Hcrteberg  gave 
vent  to  bis  feelings  refpefting  the  merits  of  Frederick,  in  an 
oration  delivered  hy  him  on  this  occafion*. 

Hertzberg*s  conftitution  was  by  no  means  ftrong,  and  he  could 
not  have  fupported  his  various  exertions  during  fo  long  a  geriod, 
had  he  lived  in  a  lefs  iimple, manner.  In  the  year  1780  he  was 
attacked  by  a  dangerous  illnels,  during  which  the  king  teftified 
his  anxiety  for  his  life  b^  frequently  fending  to  inquire  after  his 
health,  ^and  giving  orders,  that  no  carriage  iliould  pafs  near  his 
houfe.  During  thelaft  two  years  ofhis  exigence  the  fpafmodic  coin-i 
plaint,  under  which  he  occafionally  fufiercd,  became  more  fevere 
lafting,  and,  after  he  had  loft  his  fpeech  for  more  than  a  month, 
he  died  on  the  27th  of  May  1795,  aged  fixty-nine  years,  eighth 
months,  and  twenty-five  days,  near  fifty  years  of  which  he  had 
^ent  in  the  fervice  of  the  ftate.  According  to  his  laft  will,  his 
brother,  E.  R.  Count  de  Hertzberg,  a  captain  of  horfe,  was  ap- 
pointed his  heir,  after  the  p^^ment  of  a  coiifiderable  number  of 
legacies. 

Hertzberg^s  phyfiognomy  was  ftrikingly  eypreifive  of  a  think- 
ing mind  f*  Of  his  carriage  and  external  appearance  he  was 
negligent.  His  drefs  was  after  the  manner  of  the  oUfcbooL  His 
manners  were  not  thofe  of  a  courtier  but  of  a  citizen ;  plain,  and 
patriarchal,  as  was  his  mode  of  living.  He  faw  little  company 
at  his  houfe,  and  his  acquaintance^  was  confined  meftly  to  men 
of  letters. 

The  count  united  what  we  do  not  often  find  in  the  fame  per* 
fon,  the  praftical  man  of  bufinefs  with  the  theorift'and  fcholar. 
Had  he  not  been  a  ftatefman,  he  would  have  been  admirably  qua- 
lified for  a  profefibr.     His  prediie£tion  for  hiftorical  inquiries, 
-  and  his  fuccefs  in  them,  are  evinced  by  the  memoirs  he  read  in 

pofleffioo  of  the  Editor,  that  he  fublcribei  two  hundred  guineas  on  this  occafion* 
E£t.  , 

*  See  Umflandlkhe  luuhriebt  von  der  itm  gr^ffen  Keenig  FrUdricb  IL  xu  Ait,  Stettin 
arHchtetenmarmorHcnMdfauIe :  '<  A  circumftantial  account  of  the  aiarble  ftatuc  trtd' 
ed  to  the  great  kUig  Frederick  IL  at  Old  Scettio  }'*  ptinCed  at  Berlin,  in  quarto,  1793^ 
An  engraving  6f  the  ftatue  it£Blf  is  prefixed. 

•\  An  elegant  print  of  him  has  been  publlfted  by  Frarenhols,  at  Nuremberg,  enl^ 
graved  by  Khuber,  from  a  painting  by  Schroeder* 
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the  academy,*  a  complete  catalogue  of  which  is  given  in  Meufel's 
fifth  fupplcincnt.  The  numerous  ftatc  papers  he  has  compofed 
•  alfo  afford  ftrong  proofs  of  his  great  diplomatic  induftry  and  abi- 
lities. They  have  been  jpublifhcd  in  three  volutnesy  under  the 
title  of  Recueil  des  Dedu^ions^  &c,  "  A  colleftion  of  expoiitions, 
manifeftocs,  decbrations,  treaties,  and  other  public  documents 
aiid  writings,  compofed  and  publiQied  for  the  court  of  Pruflia, 
by  court  de  Hertzberg,  minifter  of  ftate."  Thefe  include  the 
political  tranfaSions  of  the  Pruffian  government  from  the  year 
iyc6  to  th^  year  1795*  He  could  not  for  a  long  time  obtain 
permiffion  to  publifli  the  third  volume,  which  contains  the  me- 
morable treaties  and  tranfa&tons  of  the  year  1790,  with  Poland 
and  the  Porte,  and  with  Auftria  at  Richenbach.  It  appeared  at 
length  in  1796. 

A  critic  has  excellently  appreciated  Hertzberg's  charadler  as  a 
political  writer,  in  few  words.  ^^  Unqueftionably  he  is  the 
greated  and,  moil  weighty  author,  in  regard  to  expofitions  (de- 
du£fions)^  that  Germany  can  boaft  of.  A  ftatefman,  who,  with 
an  extenfive  knowledge  of  politics  and  the  world,  is  intiraately 
acquainted  with  ancient  and  modern  hiilory,  the  public  law  of 
Germany,  and  every  thing' conne£led  with  it;  has  iludied  the 
records  and  claims  of  his  king  for  fcveral  years  ;  has  acquired  an 
eminent  rank  in  diplomatic  learning,  and  pofTefles  various  know- 
ledge. Bcfule  this,  he  has  great  penetration  ;  is  capable  of  feeing 
things,  and  exhibiting  them  in  their  true  ftiape  and  value,  with  a 
clear,  pure,  nervous,  extremely  concife,  eafy,  and  convincing 
ftylc." 

A  remarkable  feature  of  his  polit^ral  ,chara£lcr,  which  is  not 
ufually  copied  by  the  members  of  the  diplomatic  body,  was  a  high 
degree  of  fmcerity  and  opennefs,  which  in  many  refpecSis  claims 
our  regard,  but  did  not  always  render  him  the  fecureft  repofitoryof 
political  fecrets.  This  too  might  be  the  reafon  that  during  his  lat- 
ter years  he  was  excluded  from  a  ftiarc  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  ca- 
binet, and  even  his  letters  opened  at  the  poft-o£Bce.  This  way 
of  thinking,  probably,  among  other  things,  gave  him  fuch  an  in- 
clination to  publicity.  '*  Every  ftate,*'  faid  he  in  his  fpeech  to  the 
academy  on  the  coronation  day  of  Frederick- William  II,  '*  the 

conduct 


condtt^l  of  which  is  founded  on  wifiloiiiy  power,  .and  juftice^ 
gains  by  that  {Hiblicity  which  exhibits  it  to  the  world  in  its  true 
light :  it  is  d^gerons  only  to  thofe  governments  which  love  dark 
and  crooked  by-ways." 

With  a  commendable  fenfc  of  his  own  worth  and  merit,  was 
aflbciated  a  dadi  of  vanity,  a  certain  degree  of  pertinacity,  a  too 
great  diflike  of  contradi£lion.  Ill  health  and  ncgledl  ferved  to  in- 
creafe  the  difcontent  of  his  latter  years.  He  was  plcafed  with 
nothing  that' was  done  in  Pruflia.  Accuilomed  to  the  mod  ex- 
tenfive  political  activity,  he  was  not  enough  of  a  pra£tical  philo- 
fopher  to  feel  With  unconcern  his  powers  contradted  and  his  in- 
fluence vaniihed.  He  fawthe  ftate  brought  to  a  perilous  crifis: 
he  looked  upon  himfcif  as  the  only  perfon  who  could  fave  it 
froiij  approaching  mint  Accordingly  he  refolvcd  once  more  to 
offer  his  fcrvices  to  the  king,  and,  in  July  1794,  he  wrote  three 
letters  to  his  majedy,  which,  on  account  of  the  anxious  impo^ 
tunity,  boldnefs  of  political  opinions,  rare  freedom  of  fpcecli* 
and  wounded  felf-loye,  evidently  difplayed  in  them,  have  been 
preferved,  as  highly  memorable  documents,  with  the  king's  an- 
fvver,  in'  Haberlin's  Staats  Jfrcbir^  *'  Political  Rcpofitory,"  for 
1796,  No.  I,  In  giving  a  charaftcr  of  Hertzberg,  a  few,  frag« 
ments  of  thefe  letters  ihould  not  be  omitted. 

His  difapproval  of  the  new  partition  of  Poland  he  exprefles 
moft  forcibly  in  the  following  terms :  '' I  confefs,  accoi^ding  to 
my  notion*  it  is  the  greateft  political  fiiult  that  the  three  powers, 
Prui&a  in  particular,  could  commit.  The  claim  which  they 
advance  for  the  diviiion  of  Poland  is  (o  odious  and  ib  (Irongly  re* 
probated*  that  it  will  remain  an  eternal  blot  on  the  reputation  of 
the  three  fovcreigns,  will  tarniih  their  names  as  long  as  hiftory 
(hall  lady  and  I  own  I  know  not  how  thay  can  reconcile  it  with 
their  religion  or  their  conferences.  Iliave  incurred  your  majefty^s 
djfpleafure  *,  I  was  facriiiced  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  I  have 
withdrawn  nayfclf  from  a^irs  o[  ftate,  to  which  I  had  devoted 
myfelfy  I  believe  with  fuccefs,  for  fifty,  or  at  leaft  fur  thirty 

*  Or  ocrafioa  of  the  conveotioD  of  Retcbcnbach. 

years.*' 


years/'  Htre  be  proceeds  to  ftate  the  dangen  t^  a  Waf  wfth 
France,  and  propofes,^  a$  the  only  meatis  of  aterting  voLin^  that 
the  king  fhould  propofe  a  peace  widi  the  French  republic,  as 
mediator,  in  the  name  of  the  allied  powers.-  *'  If  your  majefty. 
ihould  approve  this  idear,  I  will  undertake  to  carry  it  into  execu* 
tion  with  that  aAivity  which  is  natural^to  me,  and  which  I  have 

^  never  failed  to  exert,  by  means  of  perfons  whom  I  would  felc£l 
and  memorials  which  I  would  compofe  for  the  belligc^nt  powers. 
I  would  propofe  to  them  a  general  congrels  like  that  of  the  peace 
of  Weftphalia,  and  there  is  every  reafon  to  prefume,  from  the  con- 
fidence all  parties  have  in  the  known  reditude  of  my  principles, 
that  it  would  be  accepted.  I  do  not  Wifli  to  refume  my  placein 
your  majefty's  cabinet ;  I  defire  only  to  be  admitted  into  it  for  a 
fu£Bcient  time  to  re-eflablilh  the  (afcty,  fecurity,  and  weight  of  my 
country.  I  have  lived  too  long  not  to  with  for  repofe,  after  I 
have  rendered  it  this  fervice,  and  I  afk^no  other  reward.  I  fore* 
fee,  from  the  remembrance  of  what  is  paft,  that  your  majdly 
will  charge  me  with  extreme  prefumption,  and  that  this  may 
increafe  your'di(pleafure  againft  me:  but  I  choofe  rather  to  run 
this  riik,  than  not  to  exert  the  laft  effi>rts  of  which  I  think 
myfelf  capaUe  to  fiive  my  country,  and  to  (erve  a  mo- 
narch with  whom  I  have  fallen  into  difgrace,  but  to  whom 
I  am  not  the  lefs  attached  and  devoted.  If  your  majefty 
would  truft  to  me,  I  would  draw  up  memorials,  without  lois  of 
time,  exhibiting  reaibns  of  fufficient  force  to  induce  the  two 

.  courts  of  London  and  Vienna  to  acknowledge  the  French  re* 
public,  and  make  peace  with  her  on  the  footing  I  have  propofed, 

•  &c. ;  and  I  have  likewife  fome  hope,  that  1  could  bring  the 
French  convention  into^  this,  by  the  arguments  which  I  (hould 
lay  before  it,  and  to  which  it  would  more  readily  liften  than  if 
they  came  from  any  other  minifter  than  me,  whofe  firmneft  and 
veracity  it  knows  from  the  paft.  At  the  lame  time  I  will 
endeavour  to  make  the  court  of  Ruffia  liften  to  itafon,  by 
forcible  arguments  to  which  flie  cannot  refufe  to  fuhmit.  If 
t^hefe  fuggeftions  receive  your  majefty*s  approbation,  the  me- 
morials in  queftion  will  be  compofed  in  a  couple  of  days;  and 
it  will  then  depend  on  your  majefty  whether  I  ihall  be  near  your 

peribn. 
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^fon,  to  prepare  daily  and  pr^cife  in(lra£kions  for  the  foreign 
ininiftcrs,  as  I  did  with  fo  much  dftivity  and  facccfs  in  the  happy 
period  between  1786  and  the  middle  of  1791.  To  your  majefty 
it  (hall  not  cod  a  Cngle  penny.  I  wUl  undertake  the  whole 
from  motives-of  the  moft  difinterefted  patriotifm^  and  will  retire, 
the  moment  the  prefent  crifis  is  part.  Your  majefty  knows,  by 
experience,  whether  others  have  fcrved  you  better,  more 
promptly,  and  at  leis  expence,  fmce  my  dilmifial  from  the 
cabinet." 

To  the  plain  and  home  language  of  th^ie  letters  the  king  re- 
turned the  following  fliort  but  cxpreffive  anfwer:— "  There 
was  a  time,   when  yoti  fulfUied  a  duty,    in  fubmitting  to 
me  your  opinion  refpefking  thofe  affairs  which  I  entrufted  to 
your  zeal.     Now  your  diplomatic  career  is  finifhed,  I  fhould 
have  been  glad,  if  your  difcretion  had  fpared  me  the  trouble'  of 
advice,  to  which  I  pay  regard  only  when  I  alk  it.    Leave  to 
the  minifterSy  whom  my  cOnfidcfnce  has  pbced  over  thofe  con- 
cerns, which  were  once  entrufted  to  your  fuperintendence,  the 
care  of  receiving  my  orders,  and  carrying  them  into  execution. 
I  know  the  value  of  patriotifm,  and  I  would  Wifli  to  thipk  that 
it  alone  prompted  your  offers.     Yet  it  h  pofSble,  that  felf-love 
niay  have  aflumed  its  garb  to  your  eyes,  and  deceived  you  with 
refpefi  to  your  true  motives :   aftd  I  (hall  be  glad,  if  thishiflt 
put  you  fufficiently  upon  your  guard  againfl  your  own  feelings, 
fo  as  to  induce  you  to  confine  yourfelf  within  the  fphere  of 
your  prefent  duties,   and  fave  me  the  unpleafant  taflc  of  repeat* 
ing  to  you  this  counfcl.     With  this  I  pray  God  to  take  you 
into  his  good  and  holy  keeping.    From  the  camp  at  Oppenheim, 
July  20,  1794. 

"  Frederic- William." 

From  the  merits  of  Hertzberg,  a$  a. politician,  wc  now  turn 
to  thofe  he  poffcffed  in  relation  to  fcicnce.  The  academy  of 
Berlin  will  ever  remahi  highly  indebted  to  him  ;  for  as  the  Ger- 
man men  of  letters  were  nearly  excluded  under  the  reim  of 
Frederic  If.  Hertzberg,  on  being  made  curator,  wi(hed  to  in- 
vite into  its  bofom  the  moft  eminent  of  the  natives,   particularly 
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tbofe  x>f  Berlin.  He  endeavoured  more  and  m<Mre  la  Getnanm 
the  French  turo  which  the  members  had  taken ;  and,  though  hr 
was  himfelf  fond  of  the  Frendi  language,  he  fupported  the 
eaule  of  that  <^  hk  country,  both  by  exhortation  and  pra£^Ice*. 
In  his  cooverfetions-  with  Frederic  he  always  fpoke  in  favour  of 
the  Gremian  tong]Ei«v  and  thus  gave  riCe  to  his  majefty's  eflay  oa 
German  literature,  which  the  king  ordered  btm  to  get  tranflated 
and  printed.  On  this  occafion  he  wrote  to  a  German  literary 
friend,  withrwhom  he  correfponded  frequently,  "  I  have  not 
facrificed  the  fuperiority  of  the  German  to  the  ufiial  arts 
of  a  courty  but  have  endeavoured,  both  ifi  converiation  and 
writing,  to  turn  the  king   from  his   preju£ce,   though,  la 


vain/ 


Hertzberg  oontvibutcd  greatly  to  promote  the  culture  of  iUk. 
ki  Pruffia.  Prcvioufly  to  the  year  4788,  when  a  j^articulat 
board  was  appointed  for  this  objeA,  he  was  made  prefident  of  it : 
the  induftry  of  thofe  who  attended  to  this  branch  of  cultivation 
was  anrniated  almoft  wholly  by  Umlelf,  by  advances  of  money^ 
pecuniary  rewards,  medals,  and  his  own  example  at  his  eftate  of 
Britz,  near  Beriin.  Between  the  years  1769  and  1789  he  fpent 
10,000  rix-dollars  (1666I.)  in  bringing  the  culture  of  (ilk  tO' 
perfe£tion.  His  dVawing-rooms  at  Britz  and  at  Berlin  were 
fiirnifhed  with  this  coimnodity  from  his  own  eftate,  and  all  the 
filk  garments  he  wore  were  made  of  the  fame.  In  1 784,  01^ 
the  king's  birdi-day,  Hertzberg  made  his  appearance  at  court,  at 
Fotfdam,.  contrary  to  his  ufual  cuilom,  in  a  fpleodid  fuit  of  vel* 
vet.  The  king  noticed  it,  and  afked  how  he  came  to  be  fa 
drefled.  *•  It  is  from-  filk  of  ray  own  raifing,"  anfwered  the 
minider,  '<  and  the  whole  has  been  manufa£lured  in  your  ma* 

jefty's  dominions :  1  thought,  therefore,  I  could  not  better  tef-* 
tify  my  joy  on  this  day,  than  by  a  production  of  the  country,, 
which  is  indebted  for  its  exiflence  to  your  majefty's  glorious, 
reign."  The  hiftory  of  the  culture  of  lilk  in  the  Pmflian  ter- 
ritones,  under  the  direction  of  the  board,  is  circumftantially 
given  in  Wcddigen's  Fragments,  pt  151  and  following.  Sines- 
the  eftaUifliment  of  this  board»  the  cultivators  of  filk  have  en* 

joyed 


joyoii^lViCh  more  favour  and  fupport  than  before.    On  that 
ocCifioa  Hertzl)erg  had  par^Jcularly  in  view  the  poor  village 
fchooimaftefs ;  ami,  befidr  the  additional  empiojmeat  of  raiiihg 
filk»  be  procured  them  more  roomy  habitations,  ground   for 
idantiog,  ami  many  other  advantages.    He  indeed  proved  him- 
(elf  a  patriot  in  regard  to  the  fcholaftic  inftttutions  of  his  country 
in  general..     He  exerted  himfelf  with  paternal  care  for  the  im^^ 
provement  of  the  royal  fchool  of  arts  (realfchulej  at  Berlin,  of 
vbich  he  was  one  ot  the  guardians,   and  the  different  eftabliih- 
isents  conneded  with  it.     Among  other  favours,  he  bedowed 
on  this  inftitution   xooo  rixdoUars  (166 1.)  for  the  repair  of  the 
fchooUhoufe ;  frequently  fent  it  fire-wood;  diftributed  confi* 
derable  fums  of  money  among  the  fcholars ;  paid  a  teacher  of  the 
management  of  filk*worms  an  annual  falary  of  aoo  rixdc^rs 
(33 1.)  for  fix  years ;  ^nd  allotted  rewards  to  his  pupils.  He  was 
likewife  a  confiderable  benefadtor  to  two  other  fchoals  at  Berlin. 
Whenever  lie  was  afkdd  to  a  public  examination  of  the  fdiolar^ 
of  any  of  the  public  feminaties  in  the  capital,  he  always  accepted 
the  invttattbh,  if  it  were  pradticable  for  Iiim  to  be  prefent,  was  an 
attentive  auditor,  and  at  times  even  aflifted  in  the  examinations. 
On  all  occafions  he  inculcated  the  principle,  that  the  tw6  chief 
objcds  of  education  art,  to  inftil  into  the  minds  of  youth  the 
love  of  their  country^  and  give  them  a  thorough  knowledge  of 

it.  He  likewife  vifited  the  civil  and  military  fchools  of  the 
lower  dafles.  At  every  examination  of  the  harrack-fchool  of 
the  late  Pfuhl's,  now  Thile's,  regiment,  he  formed  one  of  the 
audience,  and  difplayed  his  liberality  to  the  children  and  the 
teachers.  I^e  alfo  paid  great  attention  to  the  New  and  Old 
Stettin  gynmafiums :  the  former  was  Bd^d  partly  revived  by 
Itim  from  its  declining  ftate.  For  feveral  years  he  made  a  con- 
fiderable addition  to  the  income  of  the  teachers ;  and,  befule  tliis, 
be  beftowcd  books,  maps,  and  money,  from  time  to  time,  to 
enrich  tlic  library  of  the  fchool,  and  as  rewards  to'  the  mofl  dili- 
gent fcholars.  To  the  gymnafium  of  Qld  Stettin,  in  which 
he  had  laid  the  foundation  of  his  own  acquirements,  he  (hewed 
himielf  particularly  grateful  on  the  lOthof  Odober,  1793^  on 
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the  dedication  of  the  ftatuc  of  Frederic  II.  He  delivered  i 
ipecch  there,  and  prefented  to  the  inftitution,  among  other 
things,  the  important  Codex  Diplomaticus  Pomerania  of  Dreger, 
which  he  had  purchafed,  of  Dreger's  heirs,  for  50c  rixdoilars 
(83 1.)*  and  enriched  with  many  ancient  docmnents.  He  con- 
tributed likewife  to  the  fupport  of  the  Sunday  charity-fchool  of 
Mr.  Fidter,  preacher  at  Spandafa,  by  an  annnal  donation. 

The  name  of  Hertzberg  is  alfo  mentioned  with  refped  amon^' 
the  Pruflian  agricultisriifls.  He  himfelf  deCcribed  the  rural  eco^ 
nofny  of  his  eftate  at  Britz,  in  Buefching's  Reife  von  Berlirr, 
tie.  or  "  Journey  from  Berliny  through  Britz,  to  Rckaha." 
It  is  advantageoufly  diftinguifhed  in  every  re(ped.  He  brought 
the  rearing  of  cattle  to  a  great  degree  of  perfe£lion ;  introduced 
ilall^feeding,  of  which  he  approved  ttnconditiotiaUy,  except  witk 
regard  td  (heep ;  cultivated  many  kinds  of  fodder,  particularly 
iucerne ;  and  recommended  a  very  advantageous  method  of  fav^- 
Sng  wood;,  and.  managing  fot;e{ls.  He  never  fqffered  a  Jtree  to* 
be  cut  down,  but  dug  up  the  earth  round  it,  and  loo&ned  the 
roots,  fo  that  it  fell  by  its  own  weight :  thus  a  confiderable 
quantity  pf  refmous  wood  was  gained,  and  the  .land  rendered 
almoll  imm^ately  fit  for  the  reception  of  feed.  He  was  not  a 
little  chagrined  to  find  his  propofal  for  the  general  afloption  of 
this  method  throughout  the  couHtiy  ivcglc6ied.  His  Clk- 
works  at  Britz  have  already  been  mentioned*  The  order,  ex- 
a£tnef$,  diligence,  and  induftry,  with  which  this  eftate  was 
managed,  were  eminent.  There  Hertzberg  enjoyed  his  pleai- 
fures  and  recreation,  and  his  eye  was  extended  to  the  roinuteft 
obje£ls.  How  firmly  he  was  perfuadcd,  that  the  rural  economy 
of  this  territory  ^^ ^capable  of  improvement,  appears  from 
his  will ;  in  whicline  makes  k  an  abfolute  condition  with  his 
heirs,  that  they  fliould  continue  to  manage  not  only  the  lands 
in  fee,  which  he  held  in  Pomerania,  but  alfo  his  freehold  of 
Britz,  according  to  the  plan  which  be  had  adopted  and  found 
fo  advantageous. 

By  way  of  concluding  this  brief  memorial  of  a  man  fo  cixvi- 

nent  in  his  day,  and  whofc  name  will  Be  recorded  with  honour 

to 
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to  ibe  hCeft  pofterity^  we  ihall  give,  a  tranilatioii  of  the  epitaph 
iafcribed  on  his  tomb*  ^ 

HIS    EXCELLENCY 

EWALD-FREDERIC  COUNT  HERTZBERG,       ' 

MINISTEH   OF    STATE,    OF   WAR,    AND   OF    THE    CABINET, 

eUkATOR  OF   THE   ACADEMY  OF   SCIENCES,    KNIGHT 

OF  THE  ORDERS  OF  THE  BLACK  AND  RED  EAGLE, 

HERlBDITARY  LORD  OF  BRITZ^  LOTTIN,  &C. 

A    MAN, 
WHOSE   NAME    ALONE   IS  A  SUFFICIENT  EULOGY, 
AND    WHOSE   MEMORY  GRATEFUL    POSTERITY  WILL 

HONOUR, 
WHILE  IT  WILL  BE  IMM<;>RTALIZED  WITH    THE 

HISTORY   OF  PRUSSIA, 
BORIY    SEFTEMBER  THE  2*ID,    \'f%^\ 

DIED  MAY  THE  27 TH,    1795*.  * 


GEORGE  ANDERSON,  A.  M. 

It  is  one  of  thtf  many  advantages  refultiog  from  a  ixtt  goverti^ 
ment,  and  has  ever  been  the  peculiar  boaft  of  our  own,  that*th« 
career  of  glory  and  ambition  is  open  to  all ;  that  the  arts  and  fci- 
ences  confer  diftin£tion  on  their  votaries ;  and  that  talents,  when 
accompanied  by  worth,  may  afpire  to  thelligbeft  departments  in« 

*  Tlie  ieadi  of  count  De  Hertzberg  was  innounced  by  hit  vndov  to  aU.  hii. 
IneJids  and  correfpondentt  throughoot  Europe.  In  ooe  «f  the  circohr  letccn  writtctti 
bj  her  on  tbit  occafion,  with  eqnal  propriety  and  ekfance,  which  lies  opei^at  chit 
jnoment  before  me,  dated  Berlin  May  a8,  179151  ihe  conclodet  with  her  lignati«i» 
as  <<  Veuve  Hertzberg,  nee  de  Koiphaufeoj'*  and  pays  a  lively  and  at  Uic  fiuno^ivK 
a  juft  tribute  of  applaufe  to  the  memory  of  h^r  late  huiband.    £i. 
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the  ftate.  It  IS  faf  otherwifc  in  Alia  * :  in  China  the  foil  tf  the 
lowcfl:  artifan  is  doomed,  by  irrevcxiable  cuftom,  to  follow  the 
profeflion  of  his  father;  and  in  Hindooftan,  the  Pariar  muft 
appertain  to  that  vile  call  for  Tife. 

Thcfe  preliminary  observations  are  not  wholly  inapplicable  to 
the  fubjef):  of  this  memoir,  who  rofe  from  humble  beginnings 
in  confequence  of  the  early  dawnings  of  genius,  which  diftin- 
guifhed  hun  from  the  crowd,  and  luckily  obtained  for  him 
the  patronage  and  proteftion  of  a  fucceflion  of  amiable  men. 

Mr  Andcrfon  was  born  at  Wefton,  a  village' near  Ay^efbury 
in  Bucklnghamfliire,  in  November  1760.  His  father  was  a 
peafantr  undiflinguiflied  either  by  wealth  or  talents;  one  of 
thofe  plain,  fimple,  indu&rious  men,  who  rear  a  numerous  and 
healthy  progeny,  on  the  fcanty  proJ5ts  of  a  fixall  farm,  and 
thus  effentially  ferve  the  community,  without  enriching  them- 
fejves.  Both  his  parents  died  while  he  was  yet  young ;  but  from 
his  mother  he  was  lucky  enough  to  receive  fome  little  inftruc- 
tion  ;  and,  what  is  ratherunufual,  this  boy,  who  was  the  younger 
of  two^  fons,  was  adlually  taught  to  read  and  fpeak  at  the 
fame  time.  At  the  ufual  age  he  was  fent  to  a  little  day  fchool, 
but  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  more  than  one  leflbn. 
On  his  elder  brother  ^c -talk  of  inftrudlion  feems  to  have  de- 
volved, in  confequence  of  this  event,  and  from  him  he  received 
the  firft  rudiments  of  aritbhietic  f.   Such  a  condud  made  a  deep 

impref&oa 

« 

*,  T hit  ii  aNb  the  cafe,  in  geaeni,  in  every  country  of  Eorope  founded  on  xim 
Oriental  model }  vith  an  exception,  however,  in  favour  of  the  clergy.  AFsencb* 
man,  during  thf  cjiiftence  of  the  old  government,  00  hearing  that  Dr«  Franklin  h*d 
h^n  appointed  poil-maAer-general  in  America,  by  the  king  of  Great  Briuin,  ia« 
quired  iihe  was  a  nchlt\  and,  on  being  told  that  his  father  had  been  a  uliow-chandler 
at  Boilonj  he  olchiimed,  with  a  mixture  of  farpHfe  and  indignation,  **  Comment  em* 
ployer  le  fils  d*un  chandelier  t** 

The  Bifikop  of  Nffnet  (Flechier),  whofe  father  had  followed  the  fame  bufioefs^ 
waa  reproached  by  a  nobleman  on  this  very  account ;  the  reply  of  this  celebrated 
Of  lew  h  ie»  itmarkaMe  to  be  omitted  here :— >«<  My  lord  duke,*'  exclaimed  he  witH 
M  hone*  ptidt,  «  inft^d  of  being  difgracefil  (o  me,  t^is  very  circumftance  proved 
mj  fopnrlotity  over  yowfclf}  Ibr  if  yov  hid  been  born  la  the  fame  Nation  that  I  was, 
yM  wmM  IhHre  ftiR  remained  a  wmhr  cf  tandlet.^ 

^  He  waa  alfo  pnt  for  feme  titte  under  the  tuition  of  one  Tyler,  an  excifeman,  who 
k*ft  «CBatt  fchool  at  Wesdover*  Hc«  kowtver,  did  not  remain  with  him  bug ;  for 
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impreffi€fn  on  a  heatt  naturally  grateful,  and  was  afterwards 
amply  repaid  in  a£b  of  beneficence,  to  the  fon  and  daughter  of 
charrelatl^,  when  he  himfclf  had  been  fnatchcd  away  by  death 
from  the  pofiibility  of  paiticipating  in  his  bounty. 

At  an  early  age  George,  who  feeme^  to  have  been  doomed 
like  the  reft  of  his  family  to  the  plough  and  the  flail,  attended  to 
all  the  little  details  of  the  farm  ;  and,  on  the  approach  of  ma* 
turer  years,  aflifted  in  its  more  laborious  operations.  While  in 
thisobfcure  fitaation,  and  occupied  by  the  daily  roond  of  toil 
and  exertion,  his  mind  feems  to  have  been  to  the  full  as  adti^ 
as  his  body.  Ukt  Fergufon,  in  a  nearly  fimilar  fituation,  he 
conceived  an  irrefiflible  attachment  to  mathematics;  and  be- 
reaved  himfelf  of  fome  of  the  hours  ufually  devoted  to  fleepi  in 
order  to  cultivate  his  favourite  fcience. 

Not  content  with  the  applaufe  oPa  village  pirde,  he  foon  af* 
ptred  to  celebrity,  and  panted  to  behold  his  name  and  labours  id 
print.  This  harmlefs  and  perhaps  laudable  ambition  was  luckily 
gratified ;  for  happening  by  accident,  in  1777,  to  (ee  the  London 
Magazine,  which  cohtained  fome  mathematical 'problertls  and 
arithmetical  queftions,  he  was  fortunate  enough  to  tranfmit  a 
(atisfa^ry  folution  to  each;  and  his  letter,  f^gncd  *^  George 
Anderfon,"  and  dated  from  **  Weflon,  Bucks,'^  was  accord- 
ingly inferred*. 

Mr.  Bonnycaftle,  the  author  x^f  feveral  valuable  treatifes  oa 
snathematics  and  aftronomy ,  and  now  one  of  the  inftru£kors  in 
the  royal  military  academy  at  Woolwich,  happening  to  take  up 
the  periodical  work  juft  mentfoned,  while  in  London,  was  afto* 
ni{hed  at  this  attempt  on  the  part  of  a  young  man  from  the 
fame  county  with  himfelf,  knowing  that  his  education  mail 
have  b^n  very  limited,  and  his  means  of  information  ei^tremely 
confined. 

the  mafter  lagenuoafly  ccahSki  that  be  wu  greatly  fwpefled  by  his  fehoUury  who  h«A 
oMe4ay  given  him  an  arithmeticel  pioblcai,  which  it  wathcyoodihit  ability  Co  lobc^ 
althoBgh  the  youth  did  it  with  the  greatcft  eafe. 

^  At  this  occurred  in  the  ieTeotetath  year  of  his  sge»  it  afSbrdt  aa  OMfatfocai 
iaftance  of  prccocioua  taleau. 

R  4  Oir 
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On  that  gentleman's  return  to  his  father's  In  Buckingliani* 
ihire,  he  accordingly  repaired  to  Wefton,  about  fevcn  nailes 
diftanty  ui(]uired  for  the  youth,  and  found  him  threihing  in  a 
barn,  the  walls  of  which  were  covered  with  triangles  and  paral- 
lelograms. During  this  firft  interview,  thebalhfulnefs  of  the 
tyro,  in  the  prefence  of  a  mafter,  was  invincible ;  and  it  was 
with  the  utmoft  difiiculty  that  a  finglc  word  could  be  extra£ted 
from  him.  A  fecond  conference  at  Weedo^  the  reiidence  of 
Mr.  B.'s  family,  proved  more  fortunate;  and  th&  loan  of 
**.Simpfon*s  Fluxions,"  and  two  or  three  other  books*,  won 

^i4pon  his  heart,  and  infpired  him  with  a  regard  that  foon  became 
mutual,  and  endured  through  life. 

In  the  mean  time  the  acquirements  of  this  provincial  prodigy 
had  buzzed  about  the  neighbourhood ;  and  it  was  at  length  re- 
ported to  a  refpe6table  clergyman,  that  the  village  of.  Wefton 
contained  a  young  peafant  who, .  with  few  books  and  fcarcely  . 
any  mader,  had  attained  fuch  a  proficiency  in  mathematical 
learning,  as  to  become  the  correfpondent  of  a  periodical  work 
publiflied  in  London.  The  vicar  f  of  Whitchurch  was  not 
very  opulent  \  but  he  pollefled  a  benevolent  hearty  Aftuated 
by  the  nobleft  and  mod  difinterefted  fentiments,  he  faw  and 
converfed  with  the  boy.  After  this  he  oonfulted  the  gentleman 
already  alluded  to  refpediing  his  talents,  and  on  receiving  a 
favourable  report,  conceived  the  generous  refolution  of  culti- 
vating them  by  means  of  a  regular  education.     His  care,  which 

^  was  truly  paternal,  extended  even  to  his  health ;  and,  lell  he 
Should  be  cut  oflF  from  that  fociety  to  which  he  hoped  he  might 
one  day  prove  an  ornament,  by  the  ravages  of  a  malignant 
difeafe,  he  toqk  him  home,  and  caufed  him  to  be  inoculated  for 
the  fmalI«pox. 

After  fome  prefatory  inftru61ion  at  the  grammar  fchool  be- 
longing to  New  College,  Oxford,    he    was   matriculated  in 

*  It  would  be  unjoft  to  omit  here  that  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Dagnall^  ^  worthy 
hookfellerac  Aylefbnry,  aKb  fopplitd  Mr.  Anderfon  with  feverat  books.  ^ 

f>  The  Rev.  Mr.  King,  now  redor  of  Worthing  in  Shropshire,  where  he  reiided 
nany  yeari.  with  an  amUble  wife  and  fcv^nl  chiidreo.  He  has.Uteljr  removed  int^ 
Ql^uceftcr/hire, 

the 
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die  unlverdty,  and  entered  of  Wadbam  college*  In  that  cele-^ 
brated  feminary,  inftead  of  confining  himfelf  wholly,  as  was 
expedcd,  to  his  former  purfuits,  he  applied,  himfelf  to  the  ftudf 
of  claffical  learning ;  but,  although  he  attained  confiderable  pro- 
-ficiency;  yet  he  made  no  confpicuous  figure.  The  reafon  of 
this  is  pretty  obvious :  the  languages  were  unconne&ed  with  his 
ruling  paffion.  It  was  the  (tone-cutter*  of  Mezieres  cultivate 
ing  a  tafie  for  natitical  knowledge. 

Let  it  not  be  fuppofcd,  however,  that  this  is  intended  to  con* 
▼ey  tl^e  flighted  rcflcdkion  on  his  generous  patron  :  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  well  known  to  all  his  friends  that  the  education  he 
received,  upon  this  occaAon,  fitted  him  for  the  a£live  fcenes  of* 

life,  and  qualified  him  for  the  department  to  which  be  was  af- 
terwards appointed. 

While  at  Oxford  he  became  acquainted  with  Dr.  White  f 
and  Mr.  Hcnderfon,  both  of  whom  refembled  him  not  a  little 
kh  the  early  part  of  their  hiftory :  the  firft  having  been  indebtpd 
for  bis  education  to  the  beneficence  of  a  country  gentleman ; 
llie  fecond-'  to  •  the  fatherly  care  of  a  clergyman  of  fome 
celebrity  J. 

Mr.  Anderfon's  expenccs  were  fupported  in  part,  during  the 
firft  year,  by  the  prefent'Earl  of  Chefterfield,  and  the  late  Sir 
John  Dafbwoed;  the  greater  (bare,  however,  was  fopplted  out 
of  an  income,  at  that  period  far  from  being  Ibrge,  by  his  early 

*  Moii£f|OcigipaUy  .a  i}ABe«-cotter  at  Mesieret,  having  4i^pbye4  ficat  ukmtt  for 
leomctry^  was  rescued  from  the  drudgery  of  naaual  laboar  by  the  geaerofity  •f  thft 
abbe  RoiTuet.  Condorpet,  who  had  ieen  him  foive  many  difficult  probkmt  before  the 
academy  of  fcie^icety  0/  which  he  had  been  fecretary*  imagioed  he  woold  make  s 
mo%  exceUent  minifter  of  the  marine.  He  was  accordingly  <pfiointed  to  the  baad  of 
that  department,  but  became  celebrated  for  nothing  bot  bis  incapacity  during  tba 
whole  of  bis  Ibort  adminift  ration.  Being  foon  forced  to  9cHnquiib  a  ftation  for  which 
he  was  fo  little  calculated)  he  returned  once  more  to  his  problems  $  and^  after  having 
Aewn  himfelf  th<;  worft  miaifter  France  ever  poflefledy  he  now  ftands  in  the  very-fir^ 
dafs  aiQong  her  mathematicians. 

f  Mr.  Anderfon  was  always  accuftomed  to  fpcak  in  high  terms,  both  of  the  talents 
and  generoGty  of  Dr.  White  9  from  whom  he  received  perhaps  the  firft  watch  he  ever 
pofleflcdy  for  the  corre^lion  of  fome  proof  ihects.  The  early  and  various  attain* 
ments  of  the  lace  Mr.  Henderfon  alfo  formed  a  copious  theme  j  and'he  often  diveitcd 
his  friends  by  recounting  the  fin|ularities  of  that  wonderful  yoang  man,  , 
i  De^  Jttckei. 

*  friend 
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friend  the  Rev.  Mr.  King;  and,  In  a  fhoit  time  after,  the  whole 
charge  devolved  entirely  on  him.  But  what  was  infinitely  more 
Ihan  this,  he  devoted  his  time  to  the  youth  of  his  adoption,  and 
a£iually  fopcrintended  both  his  morals  and  his  education.  To 
the  honour  of  mankind,  there  ,are  many  inftanccs  of  limilar  li- 
berality in  refpeiSl  to  pecuniary  affiftance ;  there  is  fcarcely  one, 
however,  in  which  perfonal  attention  has  been  fuperadded :'  thia, 
therefore,  forms  an  example  equally  rare  and  honourable. 

As  the  church  feemed  to  prefent  an  afylum  to>  youth  of  me- 
rit, George  AnderfQn  took  the  degree  of  A.  M.  and  was  admitted 
to  deacon's  orders^p  Here, .  however,  his  edclefiaftical  career 
ended ;  for  his  profpeft  of  obts^injbag  a  living  was  but  iknall,  and 
a  country  curacy  had  few  charms  fpr  him ;  he  therefore  never 
qualified  himfelf  as  a  prieft. 

In  January  1785  he  repaired  to  the  metropolis,  that  great 
mart  of  preferment,  in  con(equence  of  an  invitation  fmoi 
Scrope  Bernard,  Efq.  M.  P.  brother-in^iaw  to  Mr.  King^ 
This  gentleman,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  hk  hiflory,  aad 
Ead  &en  him  frequently  at  Oxford,  became  deeply  intereftcd  iii 
his  future  welfare  in  life,  and  now  undertook  the  care  of  intro- 
ducing htm  to  notice  in  London.  He  was  accordingjLy  provided 
with  lodgings  in  Villiers-ftreet,  in  the  Strand,  until  fooie  per- 
manent provifion  could  be  procured  for  him  *•         .  ^.  . 

After 


*  While  At*  WM  tn  agkattort,  Ixiflg  i^iitted  kf  ai  ffint  of  independence,  yoang 
AqdtrfMi  became  fcerttly  imp«tk»t  to  exonerate  his  friends  from  the  expcnce  of  his 
Amher  maintcDAnoo.  lie  accordingly  re^uefted  Mr.  Bonnyctftle  to  procure  hioi 
itme  enploymeat.  By  that  gentkman  he  wat  prefented  to  the  mafter  of  an  academy, 
wko  appeared  deliroua  ^  ohtaining  at  an  affiftant  «*  a  perfon  who  ftoiild  prove  his 
fiacere  friend  j— who  anderftood  every  thingi  and  to  whom  in  retumJie  woW  give 
a  BAoft  Mfacral  aiUwance.'*  Oa  further  inquiry,  he  was  cxpef^ed  to  teach  EngliAy 
Latin*  Creek,  arkhaietic,  mathematics,  ice,  &c»;  to  rifi  very  early ;  attend  the 
kiys  in  tbe  piay-g roimd  daily ;  accompany  them  twice  every  Sunday  to  church ;  and 
to  be  the  <*  friend'*  of  the  fchoolmafterr  a  term  of  indefinite  meaning,  and  which 
nndoubtedly  included  fon^e  new  drudgery.  Being^aikred,  v;h;^t  ^ifit  he  was  to 
have  to  himfelf?  It  was  replied,  «  plenty :~  for  he  ral^hc  take  as  much  as  he 
pleafcd  while  the  Boys  were  afleep]'*  On  Inquiry*  *'  the  liSeraridlowance**  for  all 
this  was  to  be  twenTf-i(Te  pounds  per  annum.  «         ^ 

On  leaving  the  apartment  of  ihis  Rhadamanthus  of  academic)  ans^  Andfrfon  turned 

his 
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After  between  two  and  three  months  delajr,  the  objeft  in 
vWw  was  affe£ted;  for  Mr.  Bernard,  who  had  always  evinced  an 
unremitting  2eal  for  his  advancement,  introduced  him  to  his 
friend  Mr.,  now  Lord  Grenville,  and  he  recommended  him  to  - 
Mr.  Dundas,  then,  jas  now,  at  the  head  of  the  board  of  control, 
in  which  he  obtained  an  appointment  in  th«  fpring  of  1785. 
His  income  at  firft  was  fmall ;  but  he  no  fooner  difcovered  his 
ability  to  analyze  the  moft  intricate  arithmetical  (latements,  and 
apply  his  mathematical  knowledge  to  the  finances  of  Britifh  In- 
cKa,  than  his  falary  was  increafed  to  a  very  liberal  allowance,  and 
himfelf  promoted  to  the  refpe&able  iituation  of  accountant  ge« 
neral. 

Deeming  this  a  fiivourablc  opportunity  to  fettle  in  life,  he 
married  a  very  worthy  and  amiable  young  woman  in  1790  (who 
ftiH  furvives  htm),  and  foon  after  removed  to  a  refpedable  houie 
in  Abington-ftrcct,  Wcftminfter. 

Mr.  AnderfoD  was  of  courfe  utterly  ignorant  of  India  affairs 
on  his  entering  the  office  at  Whitehall ;  but  he  foon  obtained  a 
minute  acquaintance  with  every  thing  relative  to  the  hiftorys 
revenue,  and  refources  of  the  £ngli(h  dominions  in  Afia. 

To  his  eagernefs  to  fulfil  his  poblic  duty,  refpeftingtbe  ar** 
rangement  of  the  budget  for  1 796,  his  death  may  in  a  great  mea* 
fure  be  attributed ;  for,  on  finding  himfelf  indifpofed,  he  had 
tecourfe  to  medicine,  and  even  tncreafed  the  dofe  prefcribed  by 
his  phyfician,  to  difpel  what  at  firft  appeared  a  flight  illnefs^ 
that  he  might  finifh  his  calculatioos  in  due  time.  The  dtf<- 
eafe,  however,  increafed  in  an  alarming  degree,  and  fpeedily 
ptoved  mortal :  fuch  indeed  was  its  violence,  that  Dr.  Pearfon,  of 
wfaofe  fl^ill  he  entertained  a  high  opinion,  and  who  readily 
afibrdM  his  friendly  aid  on  this  occafion,  obferved  that  he  never 
knew  but  two  £miiar  iiiftances  ia  the  courie  of  hit  whole 
praiAiec. 

Chi  the  evening  of  Tuefday,  April  26,  1796,  he  was  firft  af^ 
tacked  while  in  tlie  houfe  of  a  worthy  and  refpeftable  fVieni^ 
with  whom  be  had  beefi  accuftomed  to  dine  once  a  week  during 

hit  eyc«  towards  beavea,  and  declared,  In  a  refolute  toae  of  voice,  **  that  he  would 
looter  ibip  himfelf  for  the  Weft  ladles,  and  becoxse  a  negro-drivir  I'* 

S  many 
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many  years.  FiDding  himfelf  better  next  day,  he  repaiiied  t9 
Whit;iehall  as  ufual,  but,  on  his  return,  was  obliged  to  retire  to 
bed,  and  was  carried  oS  on  the  Saturday  morning  following  at 

one  o^cIock.  A  few  days  after  his  body  was  attended  by  feveral 
refpeftable  friends  to  Fancras  chufch-yard,  where  he  was  in- 
terred. 

Thus  died,  in  the  thirty-fixth  year  of  his  age,  George  Ander- 
fon,  who,  by  the  munificence  of  an  cany  patron,  and  the  dawn- 
ings  of  bis  own  genius,  without  the  aid  either  of  wealth  or  family 
connexions,  rofe  to  a  refpe£Uble  and  confidential  employment* 
And  it  is  but  juftice  here  to  ftate,  that  the  prefident  of  the  India 
board,  with  an  attention  that  refle<5ls  honour  on  his  humanitj* 
on  hearing  of  this  fudden  event,  inftantly  determined  to  alleviate 
the  melancholy  fituation  of  the  affli^ed  widow,  and,  ih  a  letter 
£IIed  With  eulogiums  on  her  huiband,  defcribed  his  death  **  as  a 
public  lofs*.".  But  his  attention  did  not  ftop  here,  for  he  foon 
sftcr  procured  a  penfion  for  Mrs.  Anderfon,  and  prefented  bar 
with  a  fum  of  money  to  fupply  her  expences  in  the  mean  time.    . 

Having  none  of  his  own,  Mr.  Anderfon  adopted  two  children 
of  that  brother  to  whom  he  was  fo  much  attached ;  the  one  a 
boy,  whom  he  fent  to  India,  and  who  is  now  a  cadet  on  the 
Sombay  eftabliihment;  the  other  a  girl,  on  whom  he  was  beftow« 
ing  a  fuitable  education  at  the  time  of  his  death :,  - 

^  Vif  oC  csteato  Pioculeiut  cvo 
**  Notui  in  fratret  aaimi  paterni  s 
«  lUam  aget  penna  metaente  foWi 
'<  Faxna  fuperftet.** 

Throughout'all  the  relations  of  life  his  condu<f%  was  exemplary* 
He  was  a  good  hufband,  a  good  brother,  a  good  uncle,  a  good 
mafter,  and  a  good  friend ;  and  by  none  was  his  death  more  fin<* 
eerely  lamented  than  by  thofe  who  had  folleted  his  rifing  powers. 
No  man  ever  pofiefled  lefs  vanity,  and,  although  often  confulled^ 
by  adminiftration,  he  was  never  heard  to  boaft  of  any  intimacy 
#r  connexion  with  any  of  the  members  of  the  cabinet. 
'   He  never  afpired  to  fuperiority,  for  his  mannen  were  fimple 

*  Thii  «M  literally  the  cafe,  ai  there  wu  no  India  bajget  during  that  year. 

and 


and  unfcphifticatedy  and  he  was  unambitious  of  fHining  at  th^ 
cxpencc  of  others. 

Mr.  Anderfon  publifhed  but  two  works ;  the  firft,  **  Are-» 
narius,  a  treatife  on  numbering  the  fand/'  being  a  tranflation 
from  the  Greek  of  Archimedes,  appeared  in  1784,  previoufly  19 
his  arrival  in  town  *.  The  fecond  is  entitled  "  A  General  View 
of  the  Variations  which  t^ave  taken  place  in  the  Afiairs  of  the 
£aft  India  Company  fince  the  conclufion  of  the  War  in  Indk 
in  1784.''  The  former  has  never  been  feen  by  the  writer  of 
this  article,  but  he  has  often  admired  the  perfpicuity  and  praci« 
ficxi  of  the  latter.  It  pofleflcs  the  rare  merit  of  being  utterif 
devoid  of  party  fpirit,  malevolence,  iind  recrimination ;  and  ac- 
cordingly made  a  deeper  impreflion  on  the  public  mind  than  if  4t 
had  been  written  with  the  bittemels  of  a  zealot,  and  disfigured  hj 

the  reviljngs  of  a  partifan. 

A  few  of  his  friends,  who  loved  him  while  alive,  and  refpeA 
his  memory  now  he  is  no  more,  have  given  orders  to  ereA  a 
Ample  marble'  tablet,  with  an  epitaph  at  once  exprei&ve  of  his 
worth  and  their  efteem. 
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This  learned  and  exemplary  divine  was  defcended  from  an- 
^eftors  who  were  clergymen,  m  a  dire£l  line,  from  the  time  of  the 
jiefbrmation.  The  misfortuties  of  one  of  them,  on  account  of  his 
attachment  to  Charles  I.  during  the  civil  wars  are  well  and  par* 
ticularl]^  narrated  in  Dr.  Walker's  **  Account  of  the  Sufferings 
of  the  Clergy,'* 

His  father,  the  Rev.  Richard  Venn,  redor  of  St.  Aotholin*s, 

I. 

*  It  wts  poblilhed  by  Mr.  Johafoo,  Sl  Paul*!  church-yard. 

London^ 
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London,  diftinguiihedhimfelf  as  a  noted  difputant  m  his  day* 
particularly  in  conjunction  with  the  good  biibop  Gibfon,  ii» 
oppofing  the  promotion  of  Dr.  Rundle  to  a  bifhoprtc,  on  account 
of  a  converfation  in  Which  the  doctor  bad  expreflTed  feotiments 
rather  favourable  to  deifm.  Mr. Venn  alfo  aflifted  Dr.Webfter 
in  writing  the  '*  Weekly  Mifcellany,"  a  periodical  publication 
which,  under  the  venerable  name  of  Richard  Hooker,  laboured 
xealoufly  tn  defence  of  high  church  principles.  He  died  in  17409 
and  a  volume  of  lus  fermons  and  trafls  was  published  by  hi$ 
widow,  the  daughter  of  Mr*  A(hto^,  who  bad  been  executed  in 
the  reign  of  William  HI.  for  being  concerned  in  a  plot  to  brii^ 
back  the  Stuart  family. 

Mr.  Henry  Venn  was  born  at  Barnes  in  the  county  of  Surrey^ 
17^5.  He  was  educated,  partly  under  Dr.  Pitman,  at  Market^ 
llreet,  and  partly  under  the  reverend  Mr.  Calcott,  reStor  of  Sc 
Stephen,  Briftol,  a  Hutchinfonian  divine  of  great  ingenuity  and 
kaming,  the  author  of  a  curious  treatife  on  the  deluge,  and  $l 
volume  of  excellent  fermons.  In  1 742  Mr.  Venn  was  admittedof 
Jefus  college,  Cambridge,  proceeded  to  the  degree  of  B.  A* 
in  1745,  and  to  that  of  M.  A.  in  1749.  There  being  no  fel- 
lowship vacant  in  his  own  college,  the  fellows  of  Queen's  unani- 
moufly  ele£ted  him  a  member  of  their  fociety,  in  which  he  conti- 
nued till  his  marriage  in  1757.  The  lady  to  whom  he  became 
united  was  daughter  of  Dr.  Bifliop  of  Ipfwich,  author  of  an  expo- 
^fition  of  the  creed,  and  a  volume  of  fermons  preached  at  Lady 
Moyer*s  leAure  in  1724. 

At  this  period  Mr.  Venn  was  curate  of  Clapham,  where  he 
was  greatly  beloved  by  the  inhabitants,  and  contra£led  a  dole 
fhcndlhip  with  thofe  eminently  good  men  Sir  John  Barnard  and 
John  TThornton,  Efq.  By  way  of  exhibiting  his  gratitude  to  his 
parilhiooers,  he  publiftied  and  dedicated  to  them  in  1 759,  on  bs 
refignation  of  the  curacy,  a  volume  of  feriDons.  In  the  coprfe 
of  that  fame  year  he  was  prefented  to  the  vicarage  of  Hodden^ 
field  in  Yorkfhire.  Before  diis  removal  he  had  embraced  the 
Calviniftic  fyftem,  and  diilinguifhed  himfelf  as  one  of  the  heada 
of  methodifm  in  the  eftabliibment.  Such  men  as  Romaioe  and 
Venn  were  undoubtedly  great  acquiiltions  to  that  caufe ;  efpe- 
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dally  a$  ihe  majority  of  the  methodtfts  were  then  extremely 
xUiteratc.  Mr.  Venn's  perfonal  appearance  would  hardly  incline 
the  beholder  to  believe  that  he  was  of  an  afcetic  faft.  He  vrm 
not  Only  corpulent,  but  his  face  was  as  high  coloured  and  as 
much  bloated  as  if  he  had  been  an  enthufiaftic  votary  of  Bacchus* 
He  was  moreover  extremely  facetious  in  converfation,  and  dealt 
much  in  joke  and  repartee.  No  wonder  then  that  he  was 
frequently  taken  to  be  <z  Jtn/ial  par/on  who  loved  his  bottle  bitter 
than  afermon.  The  two  following  flories  be  ufed  to  tell  of  him** 
felf  with  great  felicity  of  manner. 

Happening  to  pafs  once  through  Towcefter  on  a  Saturday 
evening,  he  afked  die  landlord  of  the  inn  where  he  put  up,  whe- 
ther he  thought  the  parfon  of  the  parifli  would  be  glad  of  hi$ 
help?  «  Oh  yes,"  faid  Boniface,  "  I  dare  lay.  Sir,  he  will  be 
very  glad  to  have  his  duty  done.'*  "  Then  be  So  good,"  faid 
Mr.  Venn,  **  to  prefent  my  compliments,  and  tell  him  that  a 
Yorkfhire  clergyman  will  ftay  to-morrow  at  the  inn,  and  is  read^ 
to  preach  or  pray  iot  him,  if  he  needs  his  affiftance."  Away 
goes  mine  hoft  of  the  garter  with  the  welcome  news  to  the  par- 
fop.  **  Gladly,"  replies  the  vicar ;  **  but  pray  what  fort  of  z 
man  is  this  Yorkftiire  clergyman  ?  There  are  fuch  people  as  Me- 
thodift  vagrants,  you  know,  hah!"  The  otNer  laughed,  and 
ibaking  his  head,  replied,  "  Ah,  Sir,  look  only  at  his  face  and 
nafe^  and  you  will  fee  he  is  not  one  of  that  fort."  **  Well,"  faid 
the  vicar,  **  let  him  come  to  me  in  the  morning,  and  then  I 
fiiall  fee  whether  I  like  him  to  prcacl^  or  pray."  The  landlord 
letumed  with  the  meflage,  and  the  next  morning  Mr.  Venn 
waited  on  his  reverend  brother.  "  Sir,"  fays  h^,  "  you  arc 
from  Yorklhire,  I  underftand  ?"— «  Yes,  Sir."--^**  Will  yoa 
pleafe  to  drink  a  dram  this  morning?" — **  I  have  no  objeftion.'* 
The  bottle  beirtg  produced,  Mr. Venn  took  a  fip.  His  charaiier 
was  at  once  determined.  Robed,  and  ready,  away  tliey  poftcd 
together  to  church,  and  Mr. Venn  to  the  pulpit.  His  bible  was 
©o  iboner  opened,  than  the  congregation  ftared,  and  the  parfon 
covered  his  face  with  the  furplice  to  hide  his  mortification.  In 
ihort,  when  fervice  was  over,  the  vicar  haftcned  homq  without 
fpeaking  to  Mr. Venn,  who  was  left  to  retire  to  his  inn  alone. 

Another  time,  when  he  was  at  Bath,  and  was  to  preach  in  th^ 

evening 
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evqiing  at  Ltdy  Huadngdon's  chapel,  he  tefolved  tc5  g6  td 
church  ia  the  morning.  On  the  way;  he  overtook  the  clergy -. 
nan  .of  the  place,  who,  gueiling  from  his  appearance  what  her 
was,  aiked  him  to  preach  in  the  afternoon ;  he  accordingly  com- 
plied, greatly  to  the  edification  df  all,  and,  according  to  his  own 
account,  to  the  converfion  of  (ibveral  pcrfoits.  In  tlie  evenings 
when  the  parfon  went  among  his  old  friends  in  the  long  room, 
they  began  to  laugh  at  him  for  in^oducin^  fuch  a  nun  into  his 
congregation ;  but  he  feadily  apologized  for  this  by  faying,  juftly 
enough,  •*  Who  could  hai^e  looked^  that  man  in  thc^r^,,anrf 
fuppofed  him  to  have  been  a  methodiii  ?*' 

While  at  Huddersfield,  he  laboured  with^tinweatied  afliduity 
in  his  vocation,  and  his  memory  will  long  be  cheriihed  with 
tffcStion  and  veneration  in  that  extenfive  parish.  His  zeal, 
bowever,  carried  him  beyond  his  ftrength.  By  his  earned  zni 
frequent  preaching,  in  the  courfe  of  ten  years,  he  had  materially 
injured  his  conftitution,  and  brought  On  a  cough  and  fpitting  of 
blood,  which  rendered  him  incapable  of  officiating  any  longeiT 
in  fo  extenfive  a  fphere.  He  therefore  accepted,  in  1770,  the 
redlory  of  Yelling  in  Huntingdonftiirc,  a  crown  living,  which 
was  prefented  to  him  by  his  great  and  good  friend  the  lord  chief 
baron  Smythe,  tficn  one  of  the  commiffiorters  of  the  great  feal. 
iDuring  his  refidcnce  at  Huddersfield  he  publilhed  *'  The  Com- 
plete Duty  of  Man,"  which  hits  gone  through  feven  large  edi- 
tions, including.thofc  printed  in  Ireland  and  America.  The 
great  objed^of  this  book  is  to  counteraft  the  principles  of  the 
celebrated  work  which  bears  a  fimilar  title. 

He  continued  to  refide  at  Yelling  until  the  month  of  Decern^ 
ber  1796,  when,  in  confcquence  of  a  paralytic  ftroke,  which  not 
only  fhook  his  bodily  frame  but  his  intelle£ts,  he  removed  to  the 
houfe  of  his  fon,  the  worthy  rcdlor  of  Clapham,  where  he  died 
in  June  following,  aged  feventy-three. 

Mr.  Venn's  talents  were  of  fome  note  in  his  profeiCon.  He 
was  moreover  remarkably  cheerful  and  facetious  in  converfation» 
fo  that  piety,  as  recommended  by  him,  was  pleafant  and  alluring; 
and  the  young  and  the  carelefs  were  often  ftruck,  in  histonv- 
pany,  with  admiration  at  this  circumftance. 

The 


The  following  is  a  correS  lift  of  his  publications. 

1.  The  Pcrfed  Contraft,.  or  the  entire  Oppofition  of  Popery 
to  the  Religion  of  Jefus  the  Son  of  God :  a  Sermon  preached  at 
Clapham,  November  5, 1758,  8vo.  A  fecond  edition  was  priat«d 
in  1778. 

2.  Sermons  on  various  Subje£b,  8vo,  1759* 

3.  The  Variance  'between  real  and  nominal  Chriftians  con* 
fidered,  and  the  Caufe  of  it  explained :  a  Sermon,  Svo,  175^^. 

4.  The  Duty  of  a  Parifli  Prieft :  a  Sermon  preached  at  Wake« 
field,  July  2,  1760,  8vo. 

5.  Chrift  the  Joy  of  the  Chriftian  Life,  and  Death  his  Gain : 
a  Sermon  preached  at  Haworth,  on  the  death  of  William  Grim* 

■ 

ihaw,  minifter  of  that  parifli,  8vo,  1753. 

6.  The  Complete  Duty  of  Man,  or  a  Syftem  of  Dodrinal  and 
Pradical  Chriflianity.  Defigned  for  the  Ufe  of  Families,  8vo. 
1764. 

7.  Man  a  Condemned  Sinner,  and  Chrift  the  Strong  Hold  to 
fave  him.    An  Aflize  Sermoi^,  8vo,  1769. 

8.  A  full  and  free  Examination  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Prieftley's 
Addrefs  on  the  Lord's  Supper,  with  fome  StriAures  on  th« 
Treatife  itfelf,  8vo,  1769. 

9.  A  Token  of  Refpe£l  to  the  Memory  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Whitfield,  preached  at  the  Countefs  of  Huntingdon's,  Bath,  8vo, 
1770. 

ID.  Mi(bkcs  in  Religion  expofed,  in  an  Eflay  on  the  Prophecy 
of  Zechariah,  8vo,  1774. 

11.  The  Converiion  of  Sinners  the  greateft  Charity:  a  Ser- 
mon preached  before  the  Society  for  Promoting  Religious  Know* 
ledge,  8vo,  1779, 
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CATHARINE  IT. 

AirTOeAT&tX»  AMD  EAffPRBSS  OF  ALL  Ta£  RUSSIAS,  &C  &C» 

The  lives  of  all  (bvereigns  abound  virith  inftruiSion,  and  'the 
memoin  of  thofe  who,  have  a<Sled  a  confpicuous  part»  in  the 
drama  of  royalty,  cannot  fail  to  be  peculiarly  interefting. 

Bat  ahfolute  princes,  who  do  not  con^der  themfelves  as  ame* 
oabk  to  any  human  power,  claim  a  pre-eminent  degree  of  attco- 
tlon.  Their  paf&ons,  their  caprices,  their  vices,  their  virtues, 
^ven  their  amours,  are  intimately  blended  with  the  happineft 
or  mifefy  of  millions ;  they  themfelves  regulate  the  fate  of  whole 
nations,  and,  when  placed  at  the  head  of  great  empires,  are  in 
fome  meafure  c6nne£bd  with  the  deftiny  of  mankind.  Thefe, 
indoedy^can  fcarcely  be  faid  to  appertain  to  the  human  race,  for 
the  naturalifl:  contemplates  them  as  a  (Ingular  variety  of  the 
fpectes,  while  the  (latefman  views  them  as  anomalies  in  the  po- 
litical, and  the  philofopher  as  raonflers  in  the  focial  fyflem.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  flave,  taught  by  experience  that  their  frowns 
can  annihilate  him,  furveys  them  a&  die  vicegerents  of  the  DivU 
nity,  and  wonders  to  find  that  they  are  not  immortal. 

The  emprefs,  whoie  hiftory  is  about  to  be  detailed,  has  for 
many  years  paft  occupied  the  pubfic  attention  i  and  thofe  who 
confider  fuccefe  as  the  criterion  of  greatnefs,  arc  neceflarify 
dazzled  with  the  fplendour  of  her  ambitious  career.  Denmark 
devoted  to  her  will  daring  the  whole  courfe  of  her  reign ;  Swe* 
den  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  courting  her  alliance ;  the  oU 
monarchy  of  France  afraid  to  avert  the  deflru<^ion  of  its  ancient 
ally;  Great  Britain  obliged  to  yield  in  her  demand  for  the  refto- 
ration  of  Oczakow ;  Poland  partitioned,  and  the  lion's  fhare  re* 
ferved  for  herfelf ;  Turkey  at  her  feet,  and  Conftantinople  wait* 
ing  but  for  her  nod,  to  behold  the  Greek  cro(s  once  more  flying, 
on  its  battlements-^Such  is  the  grand  outline  of  her  fplendid 
reign. 

This  afloniifaing  female,  who,  on  the  throne  of  the  czars^ 
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fwayeil  a  mOre  abfolute  fceptre,  and  ruled  over  a  greater  extent 
of  dominion,  than  any  other  conremporary  fovereign,  was  origi* 
hally  a  petty  princefs  of  Germaiv^.  ^Her  father  was  glad  to  pro- 
cure employment  \ti  the  fervice  oF  a  king^  whofe  houfe  had  but 
recently  emerged  from  the  electoral  office,  and  fhe  herfelf  was 
fcarcely  diftingutfhed  from  the  cro.wd  of  dependents  at  the  Pruf- 
fian  court;  but  fortune^  which  had  referved  h^r  for  a  more 
exalted  deftiny,  conferred  all  die  requifites  necellary  td  obtain  it* 
Catharine  IL  the  daughter  of  Chriftian-Auguftus  of  Anhalt- 
Zerbft)  a  little  difln£l  in  Upper  Saxony,  was  born  in  the  calUd 
of  Zerbft,  in  i7»9»  on  the  2$d  of  May,  O.  S.  Sophia- Auguftai 
Frederica  (for  fo  fhe  was  then  called)  was  educated  -under  th^  ^ 
eye  of  her  parents,  along  with  her  brother  prin<^  Frederic-Au^ 
guftus,  and  at  an  early  period  difplayed  a  mafculiile  ffHrit.  £le* 
gaat,  ihajeilic,  and  handfome,  in  her  perfon,  her  complexion 
exhibited  the  union  of  the  lily  and  the  rofe,  while  a  hative  dig- 
nity was  tempered  by  a  fmilc  of  beneficence.  But  it  wasearl^ 
obferved,  that  (he  concealed  uiider  this  a  certain  aufterlty  of 
difpofitiod,  and  an  ambition^  which  was  even  then  confidered  as 
exceffive,  and  proved  afterwards  to  be  infatiable. 

It  is  alm6ft  needlefs  to  obferve,  that  (he  learned  all  the  fa^ 
fhionabte  accomplifhments  of  that  day.  Ih  addition  to  her  na<» 
tive  language,  ihe  wrote  and  converfed  in  French;  of  mufie 
(he  acquired  a  competent  knowledge,  and  excelled  particularly 
in  needlework,  which  (he  did  not  difdain  to  pra6\ife  after  her 
elevation  *. 

The  empi^s  EUtabeth,  who  had  pitched  upon  her  nephew 
the  duke  of  Holftein-Gottorp>01denbourg  for  her  fuccelTor,  was 
al(b  defirous  to  choofe  a  confort  for  him,  and  the  princefs  of 
Anhalt- Zerbft  was  fek£led  upon  this  occafion,  when  only  four- 
teen  years  of  age:  She  was  chiefly  indebted  for  fo  unexpected 
an  honour  to  the  tender  regard  which  her  imperial  majefty  al* 
ways  entertained  for  the  memory  of  her  uncle,  who  had  been 

^  Wkea  Peter  III.  was  prevailed  upon,  partly  by  her  threats  and  partly  by  her  fo« 
lemn  promires,  to  repair  to  the  capital,  be  was  feated  ia  an  apartment,  tht.  ear  jet  ^ 
which  had  beta  cmbroldcftd  by  her  own  hands*  « 

Sa  her 
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her  lover ;  and  in  an  evil  hour  fhe  united  the  fate  of  the  prince, 
better  known  afterwards  by  the  name  of  Peter  III.  to  that  of  the 
princefs  of  Anhalt-Zerbft.  In  confequence  of  a  fpedal  invita- 
tion, the  future  emprefs  repaired  to  St.  Peterfburgh,  accom- 
panied by  hier  mother,  and  being  admitted  into  the  bofom  of  the 
Greek  church,  the  ceremonial  of  *marriage,  after  fome  delay  *, 
took  place;  on  which  thefe  auguft  perfbnages  were  formally 
acknowledged,  by  her  imperial  majefty  and  the  fenate,  as  grand 
duke  and  duchefs  of  Ruffia.  Elizabeth,  at  the  fame  time,  pre- 
fented  them  with  the  palace  of  Oranienbaum,  delightfully  Ctu- 
V  ated  on  the  gulph  of  Cronftadt,  as  a  fummer  refidence ;  this  had 
formerly  apertained  to  MenzikofF,  the  favourite  of  Peter  the 
Great,  who,  in  this  capricious  court,  had  been  by  turns  a  pie- 
boy,  a  prince,  and  an  exile. 

The  grand  duke  was  far  from  being  handfome;  on  the  con- 
trary, his  perfon  was  difagreeable,  and  almoft  difgofting.  His 
education  had  been  greatly  negleded,  and  he  was  pafiSonately 
fond  of  militaiy  parade.     Frederick  of  PrufEa  was  at  once  his 

friend  and  his  model ;  he  kept  up  a  fecret  correfpondence  with 
that  monarch,  at  the  time  when  Ru£Sa  was  at  open  war  with 

him ;  he  was  accudomed  in  his  cups  to  kneel  before  a  pidure 
of  his  hero;  and,  after  quaffing  a  bumper,  he  would  exclain>» 
**  My  brother !  we  (hall  conquer  the  world  together," 

The  ftrft  moments  of  this  union  feemed  to  be  peculiarly  aufpi- 
cious.  The  illuftrious  pair  were  accuftomed  to  withdraw  them* 
felves  daily,  as  ifdeiirous  to  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  each  oth^'s  com- 
pany, in  preference  to  the  giddy  diflipation  of  a  court.  It  was  per- 
ceived at  laft,  that  grandeur  was  not  incompatible  with  happiDe&y 
and  that  hymeneal  felicity  was  not  confined  to  plebeian  life. 
*  The  emprefs  hoped  that  the  name  and  pretenfions  of  prince 
Iwan  would  be  obliterated  by  the  ifTue  of  the  grand  duke,  and 
the  whole  empire  impatiently  wiflied  for  and  now  expe&ed  an 

*  Between  the  period  of  her  firft  interview  with  the  gnad  dtike,  and  die  coiifym-^ 
mation  of  their  nipt'ials^  he  Is  faid  to  have  been  feised  vnth  the  finaI!-poz ;  aad  the 
rrragec  but  too  incident  to  that  cruel  dlforder  are  thougbt  to  have  ^vca  httth  to 
difguft. 
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kVtr  to  the  throne  ofPeter  the  Great.  It  has  fince  been  difcover- 
cd,  that  this  young  couple  occupied  their  time  in  a  far  different 
manner  than  wa^  then  fufpedled !  His  highnefs,  it  feems»  retired 
from  fociety  on  purpofe  to  perfi^  himfelf  in  the  Pruffian  9xercife^- 
and  his  confort  on  thefe  occafiops  participated  in  his  diverlionSy 
for  he  was  accuftomed  to  make  her  (land  for  houn  together,  as  ai 
centinely  with  a  muiket  at  her  (houlder.  This  fpecies  of  enter* 
tainment  did  not  altogether  fuit  the  difpofition  of  a  young  prin-* 
cefs  of  an  ardent  .temperament,  and  her  highnefs  accordingly 
began,  ;n  her  own  language,  to  think  *^  that  ihe  was  made  for 
fomething  elfc*." 

Altliough  {he  did  not'  love,  (he  at  this  period  governed  hec 
hulband,  and  even  concealed«his  foibles;  imagining  at  firft  that 
ihe  could  not  reign  but  by  means  of  him,  {he  wifely  determined 
to  make  him  appear  worthy  of  a  throne. 

A  marriage  of  eight  years  was  not  produSive  of  any  iflTue^ 
and  ftrange  fufpicions  began  to  be  entertained  f. .  This  alarmed 
the  court,  for  a  formidable  rival,  who  poilefied  a  fuperior  claim 
to  the  throne,  ftill  exifted ;  it  is  true  he  was  in  bondage,  but  in  a. 
country  like  Ruffia,  the  interval  might  not  be  long  between  a 
dungeod  and  a  throne.  The  birth  of  a  fon  and  daughter,  foon 
after  this,  put  an  end  to  all  apprehenfions  of  this  kind,  and  tended 
not  a  little  to  give  (bbility  to  the  empire. 

The  grand  duke,  who  at  times  difcotered  noble,  and  even 
magnanimous  fentiments,  had  about  this  period  formed  a  moft 
unfortunate  connexion  with  Elizabeth  VoronfofF,  a  lady  of  high 
rank,  but  neither  cq|pbrated  for  her  beauty  nor  her  talents.  He 
feldom  iaw  his  confort  in  private,  and  all  the  hours  that  were  not 
occupied  either  by  military  exhibitions,  [or  the  pleafures  of  the 
table,  were  entirely  devoted  to  his  nriftre& 

The  grand  duchefs,  on  the  other  hand,  is  faid  to  have  (pent 
much  of  her  time  in  company  with  a  young  Pole,  whpfe  hif< 

•  «  II  me  femblait  j'euii  boane  a  autre  chofe."     De  Rulhlere,  p.  7. 

^  f(  £t  quoi^ue  1^  nature  n'est  point  ttfsxti  au  fvan4  doc  tout  fenfiUlite,  les  gent 
inftnltt  piOttHicnt  par  del  n^/ona  inconteftablet,  ^tt*eo  ne  dietwit  pas  aKendre  ic 
lai  cette  ligae  de  fucceffion.**  Hiftoire,  on  Aaecdotei  fur  la  RatnliitMa  d«  RuBica 
Sfc,  par  Mt  de  Rulhiere,  ^.  9. 
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tory,  like  that  of  Cathavme's,  has  fmcc  been  interwoven  with  the 
annals  of  Europe.  This  was  Count  Poniatowiki>  afterwards 
known  as  Staniilaus  Augudus  king  of  Poland.  He  was  the 
third  fon  of  a  grandee  of  the  fame  nanne,  die  favourite 
of  Charles  Xlf,  of  Sweden,  by  the  princcfs  Ezatorylka,  who. 
boafted  the  poiTeffion  of  the  n^teft  blood  in  Poland,  as  (he  traced 
her  defQentfrbm  the  Jagcilons,  the  ancient  fovereigns  of  Litha*' 
ania.  His^rfon  was  of  exquifite  (ymmetry,  his  air  noble,  his 
manners  agreeable-;  in'  ihort,  he  pofleiTed  a  charming  exterior, 
and  his  mind,  a  cirtumftance  extremely  rare,  was-  no  lefs  grace- 
ful than  his  perfon.  At  this  period  he  was  in  no  hl^er  ftation^ 
than  a  gentleman  in  the  fuite  of  Sir  Charles  H.  Williams,  then 
minifter  plenipotentiary  from  England,  who  had  formed  an  inti- 
macy with  bis  ftfrily  during  a  former  miffion  at  Warfaw.  Being 
now  taught  to  look  higher,  he  returned  to  his  native  country, 
and  appeared  foon  aftpr  at  Peterfburgh,  as  ambaflador  from  the 
king  of  Poland.  In  this  new  capacity  he  did  not  forget  to  pay 
his  refpedb  at  the  little  court  of  Oranienbaum,^  and  the  young 
plenipotentiary,  with  a  view  of  ingratiating  himfelf  with  the 
grand  duke,  fmoked^  drapk,  and  praifed  the  king  of  PrufTia.  At 
length  Paul  Petrowifch  received  the  PoUA  minifter  with  <rool-^ 
ne(s,  and  he  wasaftually  forbidden  to  vi&t  at  the  palace.  Tbi^ 
however,  it  is  iaid,  did  not  deter  him  from  cotipealing  (he.onder 
of  the  white  eagle»  and  dirguifiag  himfelf  as  a  mechanic,  under 
which  aiTumed  quality  he  repaired  one  fummer^  evening  to  the 
gardens,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  gulf  of  Cronftadt ;  but  he 
was  difcovered  by  his  highnefs,  who  ordered  him  to  be  brought 
bcibre  htnOt  and,Tifter  aiFeding  to  reprimand  the  captain  of  hh 
guard  for  his  difrefpeft  to  the  reprefent^tive  of  a  crownod  head» 
ttM  him  he  was  at  liberty  to  depart. 

From  this  moinent  the  grand  duchefs  is  feid  to  have  chang- 
ed both  her  fyftem  and  her  conduft.  She  had  formerly  afpir- 
ed  only  to  dire^  the  counfels  of  the  future  emperor;  fhe  now 
refolved>  if  poffible»  to  obtain  the  crown  for  herAsa,  and  the 
regency  fDr  Aerfelf.  It  wais  an  Herculean  taik,  and  would 
hs^ve  difcouraged  a  common  mind,  for  it  wa$  impo0ible  to 

a^chieve 
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itchieve  this  without  prevailing  on  the  eraprefs  to  Qonfent  Xp  de^^ 
throne  her  own  nephew,  Bcftuchef,  the  grand  chancellor,  who 
hated  the  heir  apparent,  joined^  cordially  in  this  fcheme;  an4 
Elizabeth,  who  herfelf  had  obtained  the  crown  by  means  of  a 
revolution,  was  taught  to  tremble  for  her  life,  in  confequencc 
of  the  defigns  of  her  fucccflbr,  who  was  rcprefentcd  as  having 
refolved  to  fhorten  her  days  by  poifon.  But  a  hidden  and  unex- 
pected revolution  in  the  miniftry  put  an  end  to  thefe  intrigues; 
for    Bcftuchef  was  driven   into    exile,  and    Poniatowfki  re* 

called. 

A  long  and  melancholy  interval  now  enfued,  during  whicl^ 
the  ambition  of  the  grand  duchels  was  rather  fufpended  than  an- 
oihilated     She»  however,  had  recourfe  to,  and  foothed  her  an^ 
gui(h  by  means  of  books ;   it  was  in  her  ftudy  that  flie  laid  the 
foundations  of  her  future   grcatnefs,  and  rendered  herfelf  ii| 
feme  meafure  deferving  of  a  throne.     During  her  leifure  mo- 
ments (he  found  means  to  gain  partifans,   and  fhe  acquired  the 
£ivoar  of  the  foldiery,  who  did  duty  around  her  perfon,  by 
means  of  her  lifieralixy  and  condefceniion.     Peter,  jon  the  other 
hand,  to  the  perional  exertions  of  a  common  foldier,  added  the 
.orgies  of  a  debauched.     Surrounded  by  his  male  and  feifafc 
favourites,  he  confiimed  whole  days  and  nights  in  intoxication, 
and  forgot  that  he  was  a  prince.     There  were  fome  few  mo« 
ments,   however,  when  he  appeared  great,  and  even  magna«> 
nimous,  but  unfortunately  they  were  of  fliort  duration  ;  and  it 
was  his  misfortune  to  have  a  weak  woman  for  his  miftreis,.and  an 
able  and  ambitious  one  for  his  wife. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  court,  when  Elizabeth  died^  on 
the  5th  of  January  176a.  Thfs  event,  fo  produdive  of  ]ntereft4» 
ing  efic^,  had  been  long  forefeen  by  Catharine,  who  now  be* 
gan  to  aA  a  more  confpicuous  part  in  thi?  theatre  of  public  afr 
fairs.  Her  forrow,  which  appeared  unbounded,  was  only 
equalled  by  her  devotion.  She  was  conftantly  employed  either 
at  her  prayers  in  the  cathedral,  or  occupied  in  public  procef* 
fions,  during  which  (he  fcrupulouily  adl^ered  to  all  the  ceremo*' 
nious  pra6lices  of  the  Greek  church.  The  courtiers  were  afto- 
niibed  at  the  (udden  change,  and  afieded  to  furvey  it  with  con- 

S  4  tempt; 
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tempt;  but  it  impofed  on  die  populace,  ^nd  the  popes*  were 
I^ighly  gratified  with  the  zeal  of  the  emf^efs,  more  efpecially  as 
her  confort  had  always  treated  their  myfteries  with*  indignity. 
*  Another  dciign,  meditated  with  no  Icfs  art,  proved  unfiiccefsful. 
She  is  faid  to  have  made  ufe  of  all  her  eloquence  to  perfuade 
Peter,  that  he  ought  to  leave  off  the  barbarous  cuftom  of  .hping 
proclaimed  emperor  by  the  army,  in  the  fame  manner  as  his 
predeceflbre:  inftead  of  this,  {he  propofed  that  his  title  (hould 
'  be  recognifed  by  the  fenate  alone,  and  produced  a  fpeech  which 
ihe  herfelf  had  compofed  for  the  occafion  ;  but  Godowitz,  one 
of  the  favourites  and  the  only  fHend  of  the  new  fovereign,  per- 
oeived  the  (hare,  and,  partly  owing  to  his  entreaties,  and  partly 
'^rom  an  attachment  to  every  thing  military,  the  foldiery  were  as 
iifual  gratified  with  the  ceremony  of  faluting  the  czar. 

The  grand  duke  now  afcended  the  throne,  by  the  name  of 
Peter  III.  and  the  commencement  of  the  new  reign  appeared  to 
be  peculiarly  aufpicious.  The  cataflrophe,  which  terminated  a 
ibort  reign  of  fix  months,  may  be  attributed  to  three  apparently 
trifling,  but,  in  reality,  irretrievable  errors ;  for  it  is  albwed  on 
aD  hands,  that  if  they  did  not  conftitute  the  original  caufe,  they 
at  leaft  afforded  the  'pretext  for  his  dethronement  and  murder* 
The  firfl  of  thefe  was,  the  fudden  peace  with,  and  marked  pre- 
dile£lion  for,  the  king  of  Fruffia,  certainly  the  greateil  monarch 
of  his  age ;  the  fecond,  an  attempt  to  reform  a  barbarous  and  fa- 
natical clergy,  whofe  power  Peter  I.  had  curbed,  but  wbofe 
perfons  be  ftill  afie£ted  to  confider  as  &cred ;  the  third  was,  the 
war  againft  Denmark. 

Let  it  be  ftc<ille6|ed,  hoVever,  in  honour  to  his  memory, 
that  the  young  monarch,  immediately  after  bis  elevation,  threw 
open  the  ftatc  prifons,  recalled  Munich,  Biron,  Leflock,  and 
feveral  others,  who  had  offended  him  during  the  late  reign,  from 
Liberia ;  that  he  limited  the  defpotifm  of  his  officers,  abridge 
his  own  power,  by  abolifhing  a  ftate  inquifition,  exercifed  un- 
der the  name  of  •*  the  Secret  Council  of  Chancery;"  and  that 
be  framed  the  memorable  decree  Which  enfranchifed  the  noble& 


*  Tlie  Greek  yricftf  we  kaown  by  thii  name* 

from 


from  compulilve  leryice  in  the  army»  and  permittod  them  to 
travel  mthout  the  rdiyal  permiffion*. 

The  following  anfwer  to  a  letter  from  the  king  of  PruflSa,  ^ 
who  had  reqxiefted  him  to  be  on  his  guard  againft  the  plot  then 
meditating,  conveys  no  un&vourable  opinimi  of  his  beatt. 

^*  Touching  the  interefts  you  expreiSi  for  my  fafety,  I  requeft 
you  will  reft  contested.  I  am  called  the  father  of  my  foldiers-— 
they  prefer  a  male  to  a  female  government.  I  walk  alone  (^ki- 
ftantly  in  St.  Peteriburgh — ^if  any  mifchief  is  meditated,  it 
would  have  been  e&dled  long  iince ;  but  I  am  a  general  bene*- 
fador.  I  repofe  myfelf  on  the  protedlion  of  heaven ;  trufting 
to  that,  I  have  nothing  to  fear." 

This  falfe  fecurity  proved  his  ruin.  While  bis  mind  was  oc« 
Cupied  with  plans  of  reform,  and  he  afpired  to  rival,  and  even 
to  excel,  his  illuftrious  predeceflbr,  whofe  name  he  had  aflumed, 
aiperfon  who  had  fworn  fidelity  to  him  at  the  altar,  and  who 
owed  allegiance  by  the  double  ties  of  a  wife  and  a  fuhjed,  was 
a&ually  employed  in  planning  a  confpiracy,  and  organizing  a 
revolt,  againft  him.  It  has  been  laid  that  he  intended  to  have 
ihut  up  Ills  confort  and  fon  in  a  convent.  But  did  a  meditated 
imprifonment  juftify  treachery,  trealbn,  and  muder  ?  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  known  that,  &>  far  from  this  being  the  intention 
of  Peter,  be  was  preparing  for  a  journey  to  Holftein,  and  had 

aAually  empowered  his  confort  to  a£t  as  regent  during  his 
abfence. 

The  miftakes  of  the  emperor  did  not  efcape  the  eagle  eyes  of 
his  enemies.    He  purpoled  to  carry  his  guards  into  Holftein^ 

with  a  view  to  recover  the  pofleffions  wrefted  from  his  anceftors. 
The  regiments  that  bad  hitherto  done  duty  at  the  palace,  and 
were  inured  to  the  indulgences  of  the  capital,  revolted  at 
the  idea  of  a  foreign  war;  they  had  been  accuftomed  to  be 
governed  by  women,  and  they  were  taught  to  fix  their  eyes  on 
the  confort  of  the  czar. 


*  Such  was  the  ptetefided  fervor  of  their  gratitode,  that  the  noiulltjr  propofed'ta 
ttUk  a  ftatue  of  folid joU  in  hcnoui  6(  their  bc&efa£tor. 

It 
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It  k  n<»t  the  lead  wonderful  part  of  Itf  r  conduS:,  that,  previ-* 
oufly  to  the  great  cataftrophe  now  meditaittngt  Catharine  con* 
trived  to  appear  abandoned  fay  all  the  world*  She  knew  how  inte- 
veiling  a  female,  and  more  efpecially  an  eoiprefs,  appeared 
while  in  diftrefs;  and  ihetook  care  to  heighten  the  fenfibility  of 
At  public,  by  burfting  a,t  times  into  a  flood  of  tears.  Thtt 
artful  woman  had  found  nieane  to  attach  many  perfons  to 
her  defttny  3  it  muft  be  owned,  however,  that  her  adherents 
were  neither  fo  powerful,  nor  ib  numerous,  zs  to  afford  her 
any  well-fotinded  hopes  of  fuccefs.  She  had  gained  feveral  fub- 
alterns,  and  fotne  privates,  of  die  guards:  but  her  principal 
partifans  confided  of  the  princefs  d' Afchekof,  neice  to  the  nevr 
chancellor ;  prince  Rozamoufki,  who  had  rifen  from  obfcurity, 
having  been  orignally  a  peafant ;  Odart,  an  intriguing  Italian  ; 
and  Panin,  governor  to  the  grand  duke.  The  arrefl  of  Paffick, 
one  of  the  confpirators,  feemed  to  lead  to  a  difcovery,  which 
would  have  proved  fatal  to  the  malecontents ;  but  this  very  dr- 
cumftance  induced  them  to  declare  inftantly,  and  in  the  end 
crowned  an  apparently  rafli  attempt  with  fucceis. 

The  cmprcfs,  who  was  aileep  at  the  caflle  of  Peterfhoff,  re- 
ceived intimation  of  their  defign  by  a  common  foldier,  who  (bon 
after  returned  with  a  carriage  and  eight  horfes.  On  the  faith  of 
fhis  man,  and  accompanied  only  by  a  few  peafants,  a  German  fe- 
male domeftic,  and  a  French  valet  de  chambre,  (he  arrived  at 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  in  the  capital,  and  flopped  oppo- 
fite  the  barracks  of  the  regiment  of  IfmailoiSF. .  There  fhe  ad- 
dreflfed  the  foldiers  in  an  eloquent  fpecch,  intermingled  with 
(ighs  and  tears,  and  actually  found  means  to  perfuade  them  that 
file  and  her  fon  had  but  tliat  moment  efcaped  from  the  hands 
of  aflaflins,  fent  by  the  emperor  to  murder  them.  This 
flory,  by  agitatibg  the  paflions  of  the  troops,  had  a  wonderful 
eSeA  on  them,  and  they  all  fwore,  with  the  exception  of  only 
one  regiment,  to  die  in  defence  of  her  and  the  young  arch- 
duke. On  this  the  emprefs  ordered  a  crucifix  to  be  brought, 
and  commanded  th^  priefts  to  adminifler  a  new  oath  of  allegi* 
ance.    She  afterwards  repaired  to  one  of  the  principal  churches, 

5  whero 
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where  ihe  was  met  by  the  hiihop  of  Novogorod  and  the  clergy, 
and,  having  returned  thanks  to  Almighty  God,  afcended  a  bal- 
cony^ and  prefented  her  fon  to  the  people-  In  a  few  hours  (he 
ivas*again  feerf,  dreifed  in  the  uniform  of  the  guards,  riding  at 
the  head  of  a  numerous  and  well-appointed  army  againft  her 
hxilband. 

That  unfortunate  prince  firfl;  made  a  (hew  of  refiflrance,  an4 
manned  his  Lilliputian  batteries,  at  Oranienbaura,  with  his 
Holftein  guards,  in  order  to  oppofe  what  appeared  to  him  to  be 
a  contemptible  fedition.  When  it  was  too  late,  he  attempted 
to  get  pofleffion  of  Cronftadt.  He  might  flill  have  efcaped  to 
Revel,  but  the  Women  in  his  galley  were  apprehenfive  of 
danger,  and  the  courtiers  fhuddered  at  the  propofition  of 
old  Munich,  who  wiilied  them  to  aflift  the  failors  ia 
rowing. 

On  the  firft  intelligence  of  the  plot  this  intrepid  warrior 
had  repaired  to  his  benefador,  and  advifed  hinY  to  anarch  dt* 
Tt&lj  to  the  capital,  at  the  head  of  his  German  troops.  **  I- 
ihall  precede  you,"  faid  the  generous  veteran,  '*  and  my  dea^ 
body  Ihall  be  a  rampart  to  your  facfcd  perfon."  Bat,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  emiflaries  of  the  emprefs,  bathing  his  hands 
in  their  crocodile  tears,  deprecated  refinance,  magnified  th^ 
danger,  and  invited  him  to  repofe  in  the  inviolable  fidelity  of 
his  confort.  In^  ihoit,  on  the  14th  of  July,  I7^2»  he  wais 
taken  prifoner  by  the  orders  of  his  own  wife,  to  whom  he  had 
bepn  nmrried  fourteen  years,  prevailed  on  by  the  threats  and 
entreaties  of  count  Panin  to  renounce  his  erown,  conveyed  tp 
the  caftle  of  Robfcha,  and  three  .days  afterwards  put  to  death*  , 
Of  the  titled  minions,  who  perpetrated  this  daring  murder, 
one  carried  the  guilty  marks  of  the  czar^s  fcymitar  on  his 
forehead  to  the  grave,  and  another^  tortured  for  years  by  the 
lemembrance  of  the  laft  bloody  fcene  in  the  tragedy  of  his 
expiring  fovereign,  exhibited  a  (hocking  fpe(3acle  of  infanity 
and  remorfe. 

The  emprefs,  on  her  afiumptiop  of  the  now  vacant  crown, 
notified  the  event  to  all  the  courts  of  Etirope,  under  her  new  name 

•f 
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of  Catharine  Alexiewna  II  *.    But  there  was  ftill  a  competitor 
for  the  empire,  and  fufpicion  never  flumbers  heat  a  throne. 

This 

*  Mamjt/lo  9f  the  Emprtfs  Catharine  II,  pv'mg  Mn  Account  cf  her  Motives  for  takiitg 

the  Reins  of  Govenment  imo  her  Hsndu 

By  the  grace  of  God»  we  Catharine  II.  emprefs  and  fovereign  of  all  the  Rufliaf» 
make  known  theie  prefents  to  all  our  loving  fubjeda,  ecclefiaftkaly  militaryy 
•nd  cWi).  .    . 

Our  acceflioa  to  the  imperial  throne  of  all  the  Rii^ias  ia  a  manifeft  proof  of 
this  truth,  that  when  fincere  hearts  endeavour  for  gopdy  the  band  of  God  dlieds 
them*  We  never  had  either  defign  or  defire  to  arrive  at  empire,  through  the  meant 
by  which  it  hath  pleafed  the  Almighty,  according  to  the  infcrutable  views  of  hii 
providence,  to  place  us  upon  the  throne  of  Ruflia,  our  dear  country. 

On  the  death  of  our  moft  auguft  and  dear  aunt,  the  emprefs  Elisabeth  Petrovnsf 
of  glorious  memory,  all  true  patriots  (now  our  moft  faithful  fubje^s)  groaning  for 
the  iofs  of  fo  tender  a  mother,  placed  their  only  confohtion  In  obeying  her  ne- 
phew, whom  ihe  had  named  for  her  focce0br,  that  they  might  (hew  thereby,  in 
ibme  degree^  their  acknowledgmenu  to  their  deceafed  fovcreigii.  And  although 
they  foon  found  out  the  weaknefs  of  his  raind»  aofit  to  rule  ib  vaft  an  empire, 
they  imagined  he  would  have  known  his  own  infufficiency.  Whereupon  they 
fought  our  maternal  alliftance  in  the  affairs  of  government. 

But  when  abfolute  power  falls  to  the  lot  of  a  monarchy  who  has  not  fafBdent 
Tirtue  and  humanity  to  place  juft  bounds  to  it,  it  degenerates  into  a  firaitfol  iburce  of 
the  moft  pernicious  evils.  This  is  the  fum^  in  ihort,  of  vHiat  oor  native  country 
has  fuflfered.  She  ftniggled  to  be  delivered  from  a  iibvereign  who*  being  blindly 
given  up  to  the  moft  dangerous  paflionsy  thought  of  nothing  but  indulging  thenit 
without  employing  htmfelf  in  the  welfare  of  the  empire  conmiitted  to  lus 
care. . 

During  the  time  of  his  beihg  grand  4ake»  «nd  heir  to  the  throne  of  Ruifia,  he 
•ften  caufed  the  moft  bitter  grief  eo  his- moft  auguft  kunt  and  fovereigo,  (the  truth 
of  which  is  known  to  all  oor  court)  however  he  might  behave  himfelf  outwardly  i 
being  kept  under  her  eye  by  her  tendemefs,  he  looked  upon  this  mark  of  a/- 
fedion  as  an  infupportable  yoke*  He  could  not,  however,  dtfguife  himfelf  fo  well, 
but  it  was  perceived  by  all  our  faithful  fubjeds,  that  he  was  pofleflfed  of  the  moft 
audacious  ingratitude,  which  he  fometimes  ftiewed  by  perfonal  contempt,  fometimes 
by  an  avowed  hatred  to  the  nation.  At  length,  throwing  afide  his  cloak  of  hypo- 
crify,  he  thought  it  more  fit  to  let  toofc  the  bridle  of  his  paflions,  than  conduct 
himfelf  as  the  heir  of  fo  great  an  empire.  In  a  word,  the  leaft  traces  of  honont 
were  dot  to  bo  perceived  in  him*     What  were  the  confequenccs  of  all  this  ? 

He  was  fcarcely  aflured  that  the  death  of  his  aunt  and  benefa^refs  approached* 
but  he  hanilhed  her  memory  entirely  from  his  mind  ;  nay,  even  before  /he  had  (ent 
forth  her  laft  groan.  He  caft  an  eye  of  contempt  on  the  corpfe  expofed  on  the 
hicr  i  and  as  the  ceremony,  at  that  time  re^uired>  obliged  him  to  approach  iCj^  be  did 
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This  was  prince  Iwan,  (on  to  the  princefs  of  Mecklenburg,  and 
grand  nephew  to  Peter  Ae  Great  and  die  empreis  Anna  Iwan* 

owna, 

it  with  hif  eyes  muuhiOy  rtplete  with  joy,  ereo  intimatiflg  hit  ioffatitode  by  iik 
words.  I  might  addy  that  the  obfequiet  would  have  beea  nothing  e^oal  U^the  d^« 
nity  of  fo  great  and  magnanimoos  a  foveieigny  if  our  tender  lefpefk  toher^  cemented 
hy  the  ties  of  btoed^  and  the  eatreae  affcAion  between  uSy  had  not  made  as  taks 
that  duty  upon  ui* 

He  imagined  that  it  was  not  to  the  Supreme  ^eing^  but  only  to  chance>  that  he 
was  indebted  for  abfolnte  povrer ;  and  that  he  had  it  in  his  hands^  not  for  the  good 
•f  his  fubjeAsy  but  folely  for  his  own  fatisfadion.  Adding,  therefore,  licence  e» 
abfolute  power,  he  made  all  the  chaAges  in  the  ftate  which  the  wtaknels  of  hit  mind 
could  fuggeft,  to  the  oppreflion  of  the  people. 

Having  effaced  from  his  heart  even  (he.  leaft  traces  of  the -holy  orthodox  refigioa^ 
(though  he  had  been  fofficiently  taught  the  principles  thereof)  he  began  firft  by 
roodng  put  this  true  religion,  eftabliihed  fo  long  in  Ruffia,  by  abfenting  himfelf 
from  the  houfe  of  God^  an3  of  prayers,  in  fo  open  a  manner,  that  fome  of  hi* 
fubje^,  excited  by  confcience  and  hpnefty,  feeing  his  irreverence  and  contempt  of 
the  t)tes  of  the  church»  or  rather  the  railleries  he  made  of  them,  and  fcandalising 
them  by  his  behaviour,  dared  to  make  remoaftrances  to  him  concerning  it;  whop 
for  {6  doing,  fcarcely  efcaped  the  refentment  which  they  might  have  expeded  ,froni 
fo  capricious  a  fovereign,  whofe  power  was  not  limited  by  any  human  laws*  Be 
even  intended  to  deltroy  the  churches,  and  ordered  fome  to  be  pulled  down*  He 
prohibited  thofe  to  have  chapels  in  their  own  houfes,  whofe  infirtnities  hindered  theoi 
from  vifiting  the  houfe  of  God.  Thus  he  would  have  domineered  over  the  faithful^ 
in  endeavouring  to  ftifle  in  them  the  fear  of  God,  which  the  holy  fcripture  teaches 
us  to  be  the  beginning  of  wifdom. 

From  this  want  of  seal  towards  God,  and  contempt  of  his  laws,  refuted  that 
fcom  to  the  civil  and  natural  laws  of  his  kingdom  ^  for  having  but  an  only  fon, 
which  God  bad  given  us,  the  grand  duke  Paul  Petrovitch,  he  would  not,  when  he 
afcended  the  throne  of  Ruffia,  declare  him  for  his  fucceflbr  ;  that  being  referved  fot 
K^  caprice,  which  tended  to  the  detriment  of  us  and  of  our  ion,  having  an  incli- 
nation to  overthrow  the  right  that  his  aunt  had  vetted  in  him,  and  to  make  the  go*  | 
vernment  of  our  native  country  pafs  into  the  hands  of  ftrangers,  in  oppofition  to 
that  maxim  of  natural  right,  according  to  which  nobody  can  tranfmlt  to  another 
more  than  he  has  received  himfelf. 

Although  vrith  great  grief  we  faw  this  intention,  we  did  not  believe  that  we  our- 
lelves,  and  our  moft  dear  fon,  fliould  have  been  expofed  to  a  perfccution  fo  feverej 
bat  an  perfons  of  probity  having  obferved  that  the  meafures  that  he  purfued,  by 
their  effeds,  manifefted  that  they  had  a  natural  tendency  to  our  ruin,  and, that  of  our 
dear  fucce/Tor,  their  generous  and  pious  hearts  were  juftly  alarmed :  animated  with 
seal  for  the  intercft  of  their  native  country,  and  aftoniflied  at  our  patience  under 
thefe  heavy  perfecutions,  they  fecretly  informed  us  that  our  life  was  in  danger,  in 

order  to  engage  us  to  undertake  the  burthen  of  governing  fo  large  an  empire. 

While 


«   . 
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ewna,  who  had  deflined  him  for  her  [\xcctB6f ;  but,  irt  coilfil'^ 
qneaca  of  a  formor^revolation»  be  was  fetzed  while  yet  an  infant^ 

and 

Whik  tbe  whole  nation  were  on  the  point  of  teftifying  their  difapprobation  of  bis 
•l^aTurea^  he  neTerthelcfs  cootintied  to  grieve  them  the  more^  by  fnbT^ing  all 
thofe  excellent  amngements  efhibliflied  by  Peter  the  treaty  ourmoft  dear  predccef* 
loTi  of  glorioos  memory)  which  that  true  father  of  hia  country  accompliflicd  by  in* 
iefatigable  paini  and  labour  through  the  whole  courfe  of  a  itign  of  thirty  yean* 
The  late  Peter  the  third  defpifed  the  laws  of  the  empire,  and  heir  moft  refpcdable 
tribunals,  to  fiich  a  ^egree,  that  he  lould  not  even  bear  to  hear  them  mentioned. 

After  one  bloody  war,  he  raihly  entered  upon  another,  in  which  tbe  interefts  of 
Ruflia  were  no  way  concerned.  He  entertained  an  infuperable  averfion  to  the  regi« 
mentt  of  guards,  which  had  faithfully  ferved  his  illuftrious  anceftors,  and  made  in* 
Bovalions  in  the  army,  which,  far  from  exciting  in  their  breafts  noble  fentiments  of 
valour,  only  ferved  to  difcourage  troops  always  ready  to  fpi^  their  beft  blood  in  the 
caufe  of  their  country.  He  changed  entirely  the  face  of  the  army}  nay>  it  even 
feemed  that,  by  dividing  their  habits  into  fe  many  uniforms,  and  giving  them  i« 
snany  different  embelliihments,  for  the  moft  part  fantaftlcal  to  the  greateft  de-^ 
gree,  he  intended  to  infufe  into  them  a  fufpicion  that  they  did  i^ot>  in  effed,  belong 
to  one  mailer,  and  thereby  provoke  the  foldiers,  in  the  heat  of  battle,  to  flay  one 
another;  although  experience  demonft rated  that  uniformity  in  drefs  had  not  a  little 
'contributed  towards  unanimity. 

Inconfiderately  and  inceflantly  bent  on  pernicious  regulations,  he  fo  alienated  the 
hearts  of  his  fubjedks,  that  there  was  fcarce  a  fingle  perfon  to  be  found  in  the  natios 
who  did  not  openly  ezprefs  his  difapprobation,  and  was  even  defirous  to  take  awaj 
his  life;  but  the  laws  of  God,  which  command  fovereJgn  princes  to  be  refpeRed^ 
being  deeply  engraved  oh  the  he,arts  of  our  faithful  fubjeAs,  leftrained  them,  and 
engaged  them  to  wait  with  patience,  till  the  hand  of  God  ftruck  the  im[K>rtant 
blow^  u)d  by  his  fall  delivered  an  oppreffed  people.  Under  thefe  circumHanceSf 
BOW  hid  before  the  impartial  eyes  of  the  public,  it  was,  in  fa£k,  Impoffible  but  our- 
Ibul  Ihould  be  troubled  with  thofe  impending  woes  whibfa  threatened  our  country^ 
and  with  that  perfecutlon  which  we,  and  our  moft  dear  fon,  the  heir  of  the  Rufliafl 
throne,  unjuftly  ftiffered ;  being  almoft  entirely  excluded  from  the  imperial  palace^ 
In  fuch  fort,  that  all  who  h%d  regard  for  us^  or  rather  thofe  who  had  courage 
enough  to  fpeak  it  (for  we  have  not  been  able  to  find  that  there  is  oi^e  perfon  whole 
not  devoted  to  our  intereft),  by  ezprefliog  their  iientiments  of  refpeft  due  to  qs>  ae 
their  emprefs,  endangered  their  life,  or  at  leaft  their  fortune.  In  fine,  the  endea* 
voors  he  made  to  ruin  us,  rofe  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  they  broke  out  in  public;  and 
then  charging  us  with  being  tbe  caufe  of  the  murmurs,  which  his  own  imprudent 
.  meafures  occafioned,  his/cfolution  to  take  away  our  life  openly  appeared.  But  be« 
ing  informed,  of  Kis  purpofe  by  fome  of  our  trufty  fubje  As,  who  were  determined  te 
deliver  their  country,  or  periih  in  the  attempt,  and  relying  on  the  aid  of  the  Almighty^ 
we  cheerfully  expofed'our  perfon  to  danger,  with  all  that  magnaaimity  which  our 
natlve  country  had  a  right  to  cxpeA  b  retuxn  for  her  affedton  to  us.    After 

having 
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and  doomed  to  lead  a  life  of  captivity.     Duritig  eighteen  years 
of  precarious  exiftence,  be  had  been  fhut  up  in  the  caftle  of 

Schluf- 

kaving  ioToked  the  >foft  High>  and  repofed  our  hope  in, the  dWine  faToar>  we  rel  ' 
felved  atfo  either  to  facrifice  our  life  for  our  country^  or  fare  it  Arom  bloodiked  ami 
calamitj.  Scarcely  had  we  taken  this  refolotiony  by  the  diredion  of  favouriog  Hea« 
▼en,  and  declared  our  affent  to  the  deputies  of  the  empire,  than  all  the  orders  of  »Hf 
ftate  crowded  to  give  ui  affurances  of  their  fidelity  and  fubmiffion. 

It  now  remained  for  us,  in  purfuance  of  the  love  we  bore  our  faithful  fubje^Sj  Co 
^▼enl  the  confequences  which  we  apprehended^  in  cafe  of  the  l^te  emperor's  incon^  ^ 
£deratdy  placing  his  confidence  in  the  imaginary  power  of  the  Holftein  troops  (for 
whofe  fake  he  ftaid  at  Oranienbaum,  living  in  indolence,  and  abandoning  the  moft 
preffing  exigencies  of  the  ftate),  and  there  oceafioning  a  carnage,  to  which  our  guatda 
and  other  regiments  were  ready  to  expofe  tbemfelves,  for  the  fake  of  their  native 
aoantry,  for  ours,  and  that  of  our  fuccefibr.    For  thefe  reafons  we  looked  upon  it  at 

* 

n  necefifary  doty  towards  our  fuhjeds  (to  which  we  were  immediately  called  by  die 
voice  of  God)  to  prevent  fo  great  a  misfortune,  by  prompt  and  proper  meafures. 
Therefore,  placing  ourfelves  at  the  liead  of  the  body-guards,  regiments  of  artillery^ 
and  other  troops  in  and  about  the  imperial  refidence,  we  undertook  to  difconcert  an 
iniquitous  defign,  of  which  we  were  as  yet  only  informed  in  part* 

But  fcarcely  were  we,  got  out  of  the  city,  before  we  teceived  two  letters  from  the 
late  emperor,  one  quick  on  the  heels  of  the  other.  The  firft  by  our  vice-chancel* 
lor  the  prince  Gallitzin,  entreating  us  to  allow  him  to  return  to  Holftein,  his  native 
dominions ;  the  other  by  major-genera!  Michael  Ifmailoif,  by  which  he  declared^ 
that  of  his  own  proper  motion  he  renounced  the  crown  and  throne  of  Rufiia*  In  thii 
Uft  he  begged  of  us  *to  allow  him  to  withdraw  to  Holftein  with  Elisabeth  Vo- 
lontzoff  and  Goudovitch.  Thefe  two  letters,  ftuffed  with  flattering  ezprefiions^ 
came  to  our  hands  a  few  hours  after  he  had  given  orders  for  putting  us  to  deathi  aa 
we  have  been  fince  informed  from  the  very  perfons  who  were  appointed  to  execute 
thofe  unnatural  commands.  \ 

In  the  mean  time,  he  bad  refoorccs  ftill  left  him,  which  were  to  arm  againftushis 
Holftein  troops,  and  fome  fmaU  detachments  then  about  his  perfon  ;  he  had  alfoin  his 
power  feveral  perfonages  af  diftin^ion  belonging  to  our  court :  as  he  might  therefose 
have  compelled  us  to  agree  to  terms  of  accommodation  ftill  more  Hflrtfol  to  our  coun-* 
try,  (for  after  having  learned  what  great  commotions  there  were  among  the  people,  be 
had  detained  them  as  hoftages  at  his  palace  o(  Qranienbaum,  and  our  humanity 
would  never  have  cofifenttd  to  their  deftruAion,  but,  to  fave  their  lives,  we  would 
have  rificed  feeing  a  part  of  thofe  dangers  revived  by  an  accommodation),  feveral 
peribns  of  high  rank  about  our  perfon  requefted  us  to  fiend  him  a  biUet  in  return, 
propofing  to  him,  if  his  intentions  were  fuch  as  he  declared  them  to  be,  that  he 
ihottid  jnftantly  fend  us  a  voluntary  and  formal  renunciation  of  the  throne,  written 
by  his  own  hand,  for  the  public  fatisfadion.  Major-general  Iffflailoff'  caitied  this 
propofvl,  and  the  writing  he  now  fcnt  back  was  as  foHows ; 

«  During  the  fliort  fpace  of  my  abfolute  retg|i  over  the  empirc^f  Rufliar  I  ^* 
came  fenfible  that  I  was. not  able  to  fupport  fo  great  a  biirdeOf  and  that  my  abilities  . 

were 
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Schlaflelbotirf  9  artd  never  in  all  that  time  did  he  breathe  the  cpen 
air,  or  behold  thefky,  butonee.  This  prince  was  vifited  by  Peter 
III.  who  finding  him  in  an  arched  room,  twenty  feet  fquare,  deter- 
mined to  fet  him  at  liberty ;  but,  alas !  the  youtb»  in  confeqnence 
of  his  long  and  iblitary  confinement,  had  been  deprived  of  hie 
fenfes.  In  thirfituation,  the  emperor  determined  to  build  ahoufe 
for  him,  with  a  convenient  terrace,  where  he  might  take  the  air 
daily  within  the  fortreis.  Such,  however,  are  the  changes  of  for- 
tune, that,  in  three  wedks,  he  himfelf  was  alfo  precipitated  frodt 

r  ' 

wete  not  eoual  to  the  talk  of  goretning  fo  great  an  empire,  either  at  a  roverei^,  or 
in  any  other  capacity  whaterer*  I  alfo  forefaw  the  great  troablea  wliicb  mutt  have 
from  thence  arifcn,  and  have  been  /allowed  with  the  total  rain  of  the  empire^  and 
covered  me  wiUi  eternal  dDTgrace.  After  having  therefore  ftxioady  tefleded  there* 
on,  I  declare,  without  cojiftraint,  and  in  the  moft  Ibltmn  manner,  to  the  Rnfliaa 
empire,  and  to  the  whole  omverfe,  that  1  for  evar  renonnqs  the  government  of  the 
laid  empire,  never  defiring  hereafter  to  reign  therein,  either  aaan  abfolnte  Cbvereign, 
or  under  any  other  fbtm  of  fovenuDent )  never  wiibing  to  afpire  thereto,  or  to  ufe 
any  meant,  of  any  fort,  for  that  porpofe.  As  a  pledge  of  which,  I  fwear  fincerely, 
before  God  and  all  the  world,  to  this  prefent  rtoonciatioii,  written  and  figned  ibia 
a9th  of  June  1 76«,  C  S.  «  PETER.** 

It  is  thus,  without. IpilliAg  one  dmp  of  blood,  that  we  have  afceiided  the  ltoiii» 
throne,  by  the  affiftance  of  God,  and  the  approving  fulFrages  of  our  dear  60iuitry«— • 
Humbly  adoring  the  decrees  of  Divine  Providence,  we  aflure  our  faithful  f«bjedsj 
that  we  will  not  fail,  by  night  and  by  day,  to  invoke  the  Moft  High  to  Uefs  our 
fcepcre,  and  enable  us  to  wield  it  for  the  maintenance  of  our  orthodox  religion,  die 
fecnrity  and  defence  of  our  dear  native  country,  and  the  fopport  of  juflice ;  as  wet 
as  to  pot  an  end  to  all  miferies,  iniquities,  and  violences,  by  ftrengthenti)g  an^  for* 
tifying  our  heart  for  the  public  good.  And  as  we  ardently'  wifli  to  prove  effe&oaJly 
how  far  we  merit  the  reciprocal  Idve  of  oor  people,  for  whofe  happinefs  we  acknow* 
kdge  our  throne  to  be  appointed,  we  folemnly  promife,  on  oar  imperial  word,  to 
enake  fuch  arrangements  in  the  empire,  that  the  government  may  be  endued  wiA 
|ui  intrinfic  force  to  fopport  itfelf  within  limited  and  proper  bounds  $  and  each  de* 
partmeot  of  the  ftale  provided  with  whokfome  laws  and  regulations,  fuffiicient  to 
maintain  good  order  therein,  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circomftances* 

By  which  means  we  hope  to  eftabliik  hereafter  the  empire  and  our  Ibvereifii 
paw^  (however  they  may  have  been  formerly  weakened),  in  foch  a  namor  as  to 
comfort  the  difcooragcd  hearts  of  all  true  patriots.  We  do  not  in  the  leaft  doubt  but 
that  our  loving  fubjeAs  will,  as  well  for  the  falvation  of  their  own  fiwls,  as  for  tho 
good  of  religion,  inviolably  obferve  the  oath  which  they  have  fworfi  to  us  in  prefenca 
of  tfafe  Almighty  Godj  we  thereupon  affure  them  of  oor  imperial  ftvoftr. 

^   Done  at  Peterlbttrgh,  July  6,  syCi. 

a  throne. 
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dthtohei  and  elcpofed  to  a  violent  death*  This  event  was  but  the 
prelude  to  that  of  Ivan  j  for,  as^orders  had  been  given,  in  cafe  of  an 
attempt  to  relcue  him^  that  an  end  fliould  be  put  to  his, life,  and 
a  real  or  pretended  plot  having  been  hatched  for  this  purpofe,  the 
motives  and  details  of  which  have  hitherto  been  involved  in  the 
mod  profound  obfcurity,  the  unhappy  prince  experienced  the 
fame  fate  as  his  geneiious  prote&or.  . 

Catharine  being  now  firmly  feated  on  the  throne,  wifely  de- 
termined to  divert  the  thoughts  of  the  nation  from  the  late 
horrid  fcenes,  and  fix  them  on  more  agreeable  obje£b»  Having 
foothed  Prufilia,  acquired  a  preponderance  in  the  cabiffet  of 
Denmark,  long  become  an  abfolute  monarchy,  and  entered  into 
a  league  with  the  popular  party  in  Sweden,  not  yet  bereft  of  its 
liberties,  fbe  caft  her  eyes  on  Courland,  then  governed  by  prince 
Charles  of  Saxony,  the  fecond  fon  of  Auguftus  III.  king  of 
Poland ;  and,  finding  that  country  admirably  iituated  for  the  in- 

creafe  c^her  prefent,  and  the  extenfion  of  her  future  power,  fhe, 
in  1762,  expelled  the  lawful  fovereign,  and  invefled  Biron,  a 
creature  of  her  own,  with  the  ducal  cap.  Not  content  with 
this,  the  new  duke,  ibbn  reduced  to  the  moft'abjedt  dependence, 
was  prevented  from  refigning  his  precarious*  power,  and  the  dates 
aflembled  at  Mittau  were  anally  interdided  from  nominating 
a  fucceflbn  This,  however,  was  only  a  prelude  to  far  greater 
fcenes,  for  (he  had  hardly  dethroned  one  fovereign  before  fhe 
undertook  to  create  another.  Auguftus  II.  or  as  he  is  called  by 
fome,  Auguftus  III.  of  Poland,  having  died  at  Drefden,  in  1763, 
her  imperial  majefty  did  not  let  flip  fo  feir  an  opportunity  for 
interfering  in  the  appointment  to  the  vacant  throne,  and  even 
placing  one  of  her  dependents  on  it.  Count  Poniatowfli^i,  on 
the  elevation  of  Catharine,  had  fent  a  friend  to  Peterft>urgh,  to 
found  the  diipofttion  of  the  emprefs  about  his  return  to  that 
capital,  where  he  naturally  hoped  to  participate  in  her  power, 
and  ba(k  in  the  funfliine  of  the  royal  fmiles.  But  the  more  pru- 
dent German,  who  was  at  this  very  moment  meditating  a  fplendid 
provifion  for  him  elfe where,  prohibited  the  journey  from  political\ 
motives.  Accordingly,  notwithftanding  the  oppofition  of  the 
grand  chancellor  fieftudieff,  and  indeed  of  all  her  minifters,  flie 
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determined  to  inv^  him- with  the  endgnt  at  royalty.  Tbe  hesA 
of  the  houfe  of  Brandenbxirgh,  Swayed  by  his  hatred  to  Saxony 
and  Auftria,  or»  what  is  ftill  more  likely,  the  Pnkfiian  eagle 
having  perhaps,  even  now,  fcented  his  future  prey,  Catharine 
was  enabled  to  fend  tenthoufand  men  into  Poland,  who,  encamp* 
ing  on  the  banks  of  the  Viftula,  overawed  the  deiiberattons  of  the 
diet,  afiembled  on  the  9th  of  May  1764,  and  placed  Stanifkies* 
Auguftus  on  the  throne.  Thus,  by  the  appearance  of  a  camp 
filled  withRuflian  mercenaries,  was  violated  one  of  the  fundamen- 
tal laws  of  the  commonwealth,  eibblifbed  ever  fince  the  time  o^ 
Sigifmund- Auftugus  two  centuries  before,  in  confequence  of  which 
the  eledtion  of  a  king  is  deemed  void  while  there  are  any  foreign 

troops  within  the  territories  of  the  republic ;  and  fo  juftly  jea- 
lous were  the  ancient  Poles  of  their  national  independence,  that 
the  niarihal  of  the  diet,  onthjoTe  occafions,  was  accoftomed  to 
requeft  all  ambafiadors  to  abfent  therofelves,  as  he  could  not  be 
anfwerable  for  the  fafety  of  their  perfons^ 

Having  confcnod  the  crown  of  Pohind,  September  7,  1764, 
on  an  amiable  and  Accompli (hed  prin^e^  Who,  on  account  of 
his  youth,  his  poverty,  and  even  h^s  depettd^ct  oft  Ruflb,  would 
have  been  excluded  from  that  painful  pre-eminence  had  the  free 
fuiFrage  of  the  nation  been  colledled  ;  and  who  Wat,  in  confe- 
quence of  the  hatred  of  his  countryR>en,  ftill  more  fntijeAed  to 
the  dominion  of  the  emprefs,  (lie  began  to  prepare  for  a  war 
againft  the  Turks,  which  was  accordingly  declared  10  i*f6&» 
During  this  conteft.  the  Greek  cro6  was  triumphant  both  by 
fca  and  land.  On  the  firft  of  thefe  tlements  her  'fieet,  tttider 
Count  OrlofF,  entered  the  ftrait  of  Gibralta)",  and  tarrt^  terror 
and  defolations  among  thciilands  in  the  Archipelago,  and  throi^- 
out  the  defencelefs  (hores  of  Afia  Minor;  on  tbe  fecond,  her 
armies,  under  Galitzen  and  RomanzoflF,  achieved  many  important 
vidlories,  feized  on  the  fortrefs  of  Choczim,  and  prevailed  on  the 
Greek  inhabitants  of  Wallachia  and  Moldavia  to  acfcnowfedge 
her  as  their  fovcreign. 

In  the  mean  time,  however,  a  dangerous  infurredioh  hrdk^ 
out  in  the  heart  of  her  dominions^,  inftigated'by  a  Collaclc 
of  the  name  of  Pugatfcheff,   who  pretended  to  be  Peter  III. 

"5  '  After 


Aftek-  <fifpkiyiti;  great  valour  and  Goaficlerable  talents,  which  had 
enabled  him^  at  the  head  of  raw  and  undifciplincd  levies,  tocon« 
lend  a^inft  veteran  troops  and  estperienc^  getierak,  this  Unfor-^ 
tunate  man  Was  at  ledgth  feized^  isndo&d  in  an  iron  cagc^  and 
beheaded  at  MoTcow  on  the  21(1  of  Jailttsiry  1775^ 

A  pieaoe  had  been  contluded  ott  the  21ft  of  Julyf  id  the  pre* 
teding  yedr,  with  the  £6rte»  which  proved  highly  honourable  to 
RuiEa  I  bot  it  was  produAive  of  little  benefit,  fdar  the  liberty  of 
tiavig^ting  the  Bla^k  fea»  and  a  free  trade  with  all  the  ports  of 
the  Turkiih  empire,  which  wontd  have  afibrded  ineflimable  ad<- 
vantages  to  a  civilized  people,  was  fcarcelj  of  any  confequeni^ 
lo  a  nation  unacquainted  alike  with  comoletce  and  nlantt*^ 
fa£tures. 

Acc^ordingly,  we  £nd  her  imperial  majisfty  ftill  nniatisfied. 
Ambition,  which  in  a  female  bofom  is  ever  infatiaUe,  ftcmulate() 
her  to  attempt  neW  acqurfitions,  and  we  learn  with  aftonifhmeni 
that  her  diplomatic  artifices  proved  infinitely  more  hodile  to  the 
Turkifh  crefcent,  than  even  her  vi£torious  arms.     Scarcely  had 
four  years  elapfed,  when,  after  an  ^rmed  negotiation,  a  ne\^ 
treaty  of  pacification  was  agreed  to  by  the  reludant  fultan,  on 
the  aift  of  Match,"  17)79,  in  cotifequence  of  Which  the  Crimci 
^as  declared  independent :  ah  event  Hot  calculated  to  dofe  an- 
cient jealoufies,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  produce  fre(h  diflenfions, 
as  it  afforded  ah  Opening  into -the  very  heart  of  the  Turkifh  em- 
pire, and  a  ready  pretext  for  future  inteHbrence.     New  claims 
and  tiew  cbnceffions  immediately  followed.     RufBl  inCfled  on 
eftablifhing  confuls  in  the  threle  provinces  of  Moldavia,  Wal- 
lachia,  and  BefTarabia,  whith  (he  Was  accordingly  permitted  to 
do  by  the  treaty  of  1781.     Mortifying  as  this  complianoi  was, 
it  produced  biit  a  fhort  refpite.     The'cniperor  jofeph  was  now 
brought  upon  the  political  flage,  and  the  Roman  and  JKuiS^n 
eagles,  after  hovefmg  over  the  carcafe  of  the  Tuftifh  empire* 
and  itieditating  to  devour  the  whole,  were  at  laft  content  with  a 
part  .of  the  prey.     The  emprefs,  as  it  may  be  readily  beliif^red* 
was  niDt  inattentive  to  her  own  llntetefb,  and  by  the  treaty  k( 
Conftantinople,  figned  Jatiuary  9th,  1784,  to  Rufiia  was«»eded 
the  entire  fovereignty  of  the  Crimea,  which  theii  reciited  ttt . 

T  2  ancient 
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ancient  name  cyf  Tauricai  the  ifle  of  Tamani  add  pxn  of 
Cuban. 

It  was  now  in  the  fifty^-eighth  year  of  her  age,  and  the  twenty^ 
fifth  of  her  reign,  that  Catharine  may  be  faid  to  have  attained  the 
very  fununit  of  her  wi(het.  There  was  «no  one  who  pretended 
to  the  throne,  unlefs  her  (bit  Paul  Petrowitz,  an  amiable  prince, 
who  had  attained  his  thirty-third  year,  'without  difplaying  the  leaft 
fymptom  of  ambition,  and  who  befides  was  fuperintended  with 
the  mod  watchful  jealoufy.     She  had  triumphed  over  a  nation, 

fuppofed  to  be  the  natural  enemy  of  Ruflia,  both  by  arms  and  ne« 
gotiattoQs,  and  (he  dazzled  her  barbarous  iubje£b  with  the  blaze 
of  her  glory, .  for  diey  were  eager  to  forget  her  errors,  in  order 
to  contemplate  a  grandeur  which  foothed  their  national  vanity* 
Knowing  the  cffeS^  of  fplendour  upon  ignorance,  (he  u(hered  in 
the  year  1787  with  a  brilliant  journey  to  Cherfon.  Accom- 
panied thither  at  once  by  a  court  and  an  army,  with  foreign  am-- 
bafladors,  an  emperor  and  a  king  in  her  train,  fhe  intended  to 
have  aiTumed  the  high  founding  titles  of  Emprels  of  the  Eaft,  and 
liberator  of  Greece,  At  Kiow,  where  ihe  remained  during  three 
months,  (lie  was  received  under  triumphal  arches,  and,  havmg  heard 
the  petitions  of  the  deputies  from  didant  nations,  and  extended 
the  walls  of  that  city,  fhe  infcribed,  with  an  arrogant  anticipation, 
the  following  motto,  in  Greek  charadiers',  on  the  quarter  next  to 
Conftantinople :  "  Through  this  gate  lies  the  road  to  Byzan- 
tium." 

Scarcely,  however*,  had  the  empreis,  after  vifiting  Mofcow, 
returned  to  her  capital,  tlian  the  Turk  thought  proper  to  declare 
war.  Her  majefty,  bng  fmce  prepared  for  an  event  which  was 
far  from  being  difpleafmg,  called  forth  the  ftipulated  fuccours  of 
her  ally  the  emgetor,  and  the  combined  army  under  the  prince 
De  Cobourg  made  itfelf  mafter  of  Choczind,  at  the  end  of  a 
fiege  of  three  months.  Oczakow,  after  a  ftill  more  obftinate 
reiiftanoe,  was  taken  by  ftorm,  by  the  Ruffians  alone.  A  diver- 
fion,  however,  was  made  by  the  king  of  Sweden*  who,  fubfidized 
by  Turkish  gold,  and  dire^ed  by  Pruffian  counfels,  fought 
his  own  battles  at  the  expence  of  hie  ally.  But  the  exertions  of 
this  n^ionardi  were  principally  confined  to  the  indjccifive  naval 
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ad^tons  of  Stoogland)  in  which  both  parties  claimed  the  vi^iy^ 
and  this  was  foon  ^fter  followed  by  a  convention  for  peace. 

Difembarrafllfid  from  an  a^live,  if  not  a  pqwerful  enemy,  the 
emprefs  no  long^  confined  her  conqaefts  to  the  conrfe  of  the 
Danube,  bat  crowned  the  campaign  with  the  capture  of  Ifmael, 
which  was  taken  by  dorm  on  the  22d  of  December.  On  this 
occafion  Suwarrow,  one  of  her  favourite  generals,  difplayed  a 
horrid  mixture  of  courage  and  cruelty,  and  thus  proved,  to  a  de- 
monftration,  that  perfonal  bravery  is  far  from  being  incompatible 
with  the  deadlied  revenge.  Incenfed  at  the  gallant  refiftance  of 
the  Turks,  like  Caefar,  he  fnatched  a  (landard  from  a  fubaltem, 
and  planted  it  with  his  own  hand  on  the  walls  of  the  city ;  like 
SyUa,  he  doomed  the  vanquiihed  to  experience  a  bloody  pro(crjp« 
tion,  and  upwards  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  women,  and  children, 
if  we  are  to  credit  the  boaftful  account  of  the  barbarians  them* 
felves,  periihed  by  the  fword  and  bayonet  of  the  unfparing  Ruflians. 

Jnftead  of  regaining  the  Crimea,  as  had  been  expedted  by  the 
fultan^  the  fortrefs  of  Oczakow,  and  all  the  territories  betweed 
the  rivers  Bog  and  Dneifter,  were  ailigned  to  the  emprefs,  who 
now  found  herfelf  nearer  to  that  Byzantium,  on  which  (he  had 
fo  eagerly  fixed  her  eye,  by  a  whole  campaign,  than  at  the 
commencement  of  hoftilities.  England,  at  the  infEigation  of 
Frufiia,  armed  on  this  pccafion,  and  wifhed  to  enter  into  a 
naval  oontefi  with  Ruflia,  on  the  fliores  of  the  Baltic,  in  order 
to  oblige  her  to  reftore  Oczakov^ ;  but  the  nation  was  hap- 
pily refcued  from  fo  expenfive,  and  indeed  fo  ufelefs  a  cbnteft,  by 
a  party  in  parliament,  aided  by  the  voice  of  the  ]^ople*.^ 

Having  concluded  a  final  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Turk,  on  the 


*  The  folbwlng  notCi  writtm  on  that  occasion,  but  neter  befon  publiihed,  wm 
Icut  off  by  htr  imperial  najefty,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  moraijig,  to  a  perfon  refiA* 
uig  in  thu  country,  in  a  diplomatic  capacity  : 

**  Je  veuz  qu'on  me  procure  le  bufte  de  Charles  Fojf,  en  marbre  blanc,  pour  met- 

tre  iw*  mon  Corridore,  entre  celle  de  Demofthne  et  de  Ciceron,  car  c'eft  ]ai  qui 

par  fen  eloquence  fublime  a  deHne  fa  patrie  et  la  RuAe  d'une  gner  dans  laqaeUe  11 

fl'y  avoit  ni  jnftice  ai  raUoD,  \ 

"  CATHARINE.'* 

A  gentleman  happening  one  evening  to  criticijTe  the  language  of  this  note,  it  waa 
facetiuufly  obferred  by  one  of  the  greateft  orators  of  this  country,  «  that  it  was  odd 
caough  that  a  beUigertnt  power  Ihould  not  be  able  to  fpell  mr.** 
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jfth  of  January  179a,  by  which  the  river  Dimfter  became  the 
boundary  of  the  two  empires,  and  was  to  be  navigated  by  both, 
the  ctnprefshad  more  time  tbapjiy  her  attention  to  European  po- 
litics. Part  of  Poland  had  been  difmembered  and  partitioned  dur- 
ing the  year  1772,  not  only  in  contravention  to  the  genera]  rights 
of  nations,  but  in  dire£l  oppofition  to  the  moft  fotemn  treaties  on 
thepartof  Ruffia,  Pruffia,  and  Auftria.  The  revolution  which 
took  piace  in  that  ill  fated  country  on  ^ay  3,  1791,  and  which 
ffForded  the  profpcdl  of  a  happy  and  ftable  government  to  the 
remains  of  the  republic^  was  the  fignal  of  its  annihilation.  The 
inaperial  and  royal  fpoilers  feized  this  opportunity  to  fall  once  more 
i/i  coticert  on  their  prey,  which  they  forced  to  expire  under  |beir 
tatons;  and  they  have  (ince  cut  it  into  fhares,  and  attempted  to 
disfigure  it  by  new  names,  left  it  ihould  one  day  be  reclaimed 
by  the  lawful  owJiers.  After  this  infult  to  humaniiy^  Stanif- 
lausj  whom  pofterity  may  acknowledge  as  an  unfortunate,  but 
furely  not  as  a  great  king,  was  forced  foon  after  to  abdicate^ 
and  allowed  to  retire  into  ohfcurity  with  his  miftrefs,  his  chil- 
^ren«  and  a  penfion. 

But  another  great  objeft  had  for  fome  time  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  Catharine  and  her  cabinet.  This  was  the  French  re- 
volution \  an  event  pregnant  with  confequences  that  involved 
the  claims,  orj,  more  properly  fpeaking,  the  exiftence  of  all  the 
fovereigns  bf  Europe.  With  a  treafury  nearly  exhaufted  by  the 
war  with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  which  was  not  then  terminated, 
and  at  a  diftance  from  the  fcene  of  a^ion,  the  emprefs  could  not 
well  en|;age  in  the  conteft ;  but  ftie  readily  entered  into  the  co- 
aFition,  and  foon  after  fubfidize^  her  l^tc  enemy  the  king  of  Swe- 
den ;  but  that  enterp^iing  prince,  who  had  overturned  the  liber- 
ties of  his  country,  met  his  fate,  on  the  night  of  the  16th  o£ 
March  1794,  by  the  hand  of  an  incenfed  noble. 

Notwithftanding  this  finifter  event,  the  head  of  the  Greek 
church,  compailloaating  the  fate  of  (he  pretended  father  of  the 
Chriftian  world,  promifed  to^xert  herfelf  fiu*.  the  reftoratioaQf 
Avignon  to  the  holy  fee.     She  al(o  launched  forth  a  menacing 
xnanifefto  againft  France,  and  prepared  for  a  new  war. 

The  em^reft  has.  hitherto  been  contemplated  -in  her  public 

charafter* 
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chara£ler.  It  may  not  be  amifs  now  (o  fix  onr  eyes  on  the 
individaal ;  to  pay  fome  attention  to  the  fex  of  the  fovereign, 
and»  viewing  majefty.  as  it  were  in  an  qitdrcfs^  behold  the  wo« 
man  lurking  behind  the  princefs. 

It  might  have  been  fuppofed,  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Hyperborean  regions,  t^e  paffion^^^  if  not  dormant,  would 
be>at  leaft  moderate,  and  that  the  men  would  confequently  be 
temperate',  and  the  women  chafte.  The  contrary,  however,  is 
the  cafe :  and  it  is  left  to  the  phil6fopher  to  determine,  whether 
tlie  double  windows  and  heated  rooms  of  St.  Peterfburgh,  added 
to  an  afiedlation  of  oriental  mariners,  be  not  to  the  full  as  criti- 
cal, in  refpeft  to  female  virtue,  as  the  climate  of  Naples  and 
Turin.  Certain  It  is,  however,  that,  during  the  reign  of  Catha- 
rine II.  no  remarkable  increafe  of  indecorum  took  place,  and 
that  any  occaiional  indifcretions  appear  to  have  made  but  little 
impreffion  on  the  public  mind.  . 

Count  Gregory  Orloff,  diftinguiflied  in  Ruffia  by  the  appeU 
lation  of  Gregorevitsch,  was  one  of  the  handfomeft  men  in 
the  North.     Gratitude  and  affe&ion  both  confpired  to  procure 
him  a  favourable  reception  at  court :  and  from  an  obfcure  condi* 
tion  he  foon  rofe  to  the  higheft  offices  pf  the  ftate,  which  he, 
in  fadl,  governed.     His  opinion  in  the  cabinet  was  liftened  to 
with  deference^  and  he  was  invefled  with  the  fupreme  military  ' 
command.     Still  higher  honours  awaited  him.     The  empreis- 
queen  was  folicitedto  grant  him  a  diploma  of  prince  of  the  em*" 
pire;   it  was  next  in  contemplation  to  decorate  him  with  the 
titles  of  duke  of  Ingria  and  Carelia,  and  the  chancellor  Beftu- 
cheff  adu^Uly  propofed  to  the  emprefs  that  he  (hould  be  ad-  , 
roitted  as  the  partner  of  her  bed  and  throne.    But  this  fcheme 
was  blafted  by  the  interference  of  cpunt  Panin  * ;  who,  not 

content 

*  Fortane,  ia  hsr  wiy#ard  frealu,  is  fcea  fre^ucntlj  to  humble  the  lofty,  «nd 

elevate  the  huAible.    la  our  own  hiAory  we  find  two  celebrated,  men,  of  the  fame 

name,  one  the  (on  of  a  butcher  at  Ipfwich,  the  other  of  a  bbckfmith  of  Putney. 

both  of  whom  lofe  to  the  firft  offices  of  the  ftate.    In  Rtilfia,  and  in  aJt  arbitrary 

f  orernmcats,  thefe  fudden  changes  are  common  }  for  It  is  the  favour,  and  not  un« 

nnfrequently  the  caprice,  of  the  foverdgn  that  ennoUtt  or  exiles,  robe  or  enriches, 

tt  pleafttre« 

T  4  Count 
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conrent  with  his  own  remonftances,  invoked  the  interpofitkm  of 
RazumoiTsky  and  VorontzoflF,  and  found  means  to  divert  Catha* 
rine  from  her  purpofe. 

Soon  after  this  the  condud  of  Orloff  b^gan  to  give  difiadf- 
fa£tion  :  for  he  abfentod  himfelf  from  court ;  went  but  feldom 
to  the  palace;  refided  principally  in  the  country;  and^  being  ex- 
tremely addified  to  huntings  dedicated  whole  weeks  to  the  diace 

Count  Panifi  wst  of  an  obfciin  Urth>  aod  Fame  has  cagjcrly  traced  him  to  that 
period  when  he  fenred  aa  a  trooper  in  the  horfe-guards  ot  the  empreft  Elizabeth* 
This  may  Teem  an  extraordinary  introduAion  to  the  offices  of  ambaflador  and  prime 
miniftei',  hot  it  aftnally  led  to  both. 

The  proteAioB  of  prince  Kourakin  prpcnxed  him  th&iitoatioB  of  a  geotfemaa  of 
the  bed-chamber,  which,  by  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  interior  of  the 
palace,  introduced  him  to  the  nod^e  of  the  fovereign,  Her  imperial  majefty  (Eliza* 
beth),  who  was  not  verr  nice  in  thofe  matteri,  took  a  fancy  to  him,  his  perfoo  being 
tall  and  handfome ;  but,  u  ihe  wanted  fomething  beBdes  a  fine  figure,  he  was  tranf- 
ferred  from  the  bed-Vhamber  to  the  cabinet ;  aad,  in  174P9  fcQt  0»  the  cooit  of 
Stockholm  wi^  the  title  of  minifter  pknipotentiary. 

In  that  country  (for  until  the  reigf  of  the  late  kln|  it  appeared  tp  be  a  free  one) 
he  liTibibed  notions  of  government  fomc^vhat  republican ;  and  the^minifter  of  the  moft 
defpotic  fovercign  on  earth  began  to  imagine  that  a  limited  monarchy  and  a  ftnace 
formed  the  beft  of  all  pofilble  govtmments* 

A/ter  his  retuca  to  St.  Peteriburgh  he  was  made  governor  to  thp  youog  prfocc  Pavl 
Pctrowics,  his  prefent  majefty,  and  foon  attached  himfelf  to  Catharine,  to  whofe 
mafculine  genius,  unbounded  ambition,  a|id  fecret  intentions,  he  was  no  ftranger. 
Pn  the  demife  of  Elizabeth  he  propofed  that  Peter  III.  inftead  of  being  fahited  csar 
by  the  regiments  of  guards,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Roman  emperors  were  by  the 
.prartorian  bands,  Ihould  be  recognifed  by  the  fenate  3  thia  was  doubtlefs  a  ftep  In  fa- 
Tour  of  Rufiian  liberty  ;  but  the  new  fovereign  was  fo  much  attached  to  militarjr 
parade,  that  he  could  not  refift  his  defire  to  be  recognifed  by  the  foldiery. 

The  count  was  privy  to  the  confpiracy  againft  Peter  III.  and  00  the  death  of  that 
prince  obtained  the  confidence  of  the  emprefs,  who  treated  him  with  high  marks  of 
lefped.  In  thort,  in  the  circumftances  of  his  low  birth  and  fuddea  elevation,  he 
refembled  MencikofF;  but  he  was  either  more  prudent  or  more  fortunate  than  that 
prince)  as,  inftead  of  falling,  he  found  means  to  rife,  in  eonfeqQeuce  of  every  nve« 
lution. 

After  fuperintending  the  foreign  department  fur  many  years,  aad  acquiring  the 
eilfeem  not  only  cf  the  emprefs  but  of  the  heir'to  the  throne,  Panin  died  in  pea^e 
at  an  advanced  period  of  life.  Paul  Petrovitch,  then  Tiarevitcb,  and  now  empe* 
tor,  difpUyed  great  fenfibility  and  goodnefs  of  heart  upon  this  occafion.  During^ 
his  laft  illnefs  he  paid  frequent  vifits  to  the  minifter;  and,  perceiving  that  his  end 
approached,  he  knelt  by  his  bed-fide,  and  gratefully  kified  the  band  of  his  dying 
preceptor,  bedewing  it  at  the  fame  tine  with  his  tears ! 

of 
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t>{  the  bear.  Panin,  who  had  frequently  ^experienced  his  arro* 
gance,  deemed  this  a  happy  opportonity  to  procure  his  difgrkce. 
He  accordingly  intioduced  a  young  officer  named  Vifieniky, 
who,  being  dired^ed  by  the  artful  minifter,  behaved  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  give  reafoi^  to  believe  that  he  would  foon 
reign  uncontrolled.  Pride,  however,  on  this  occafion  fupplied 
the  place  of  afie&ion,  and  OrloiF  fuddenly  altering  his  con- 
dud,  his  rival  was  difmifled  with  fuperb  prefents,  and  invefted 
with  an  employment  that  required  his  refldence  in  a  remote 
province. 

A  new  favourite  foon  after  made  his  appearance  in  the 
perfbn  of  Vaffiltfchikoff,  a  fubaltern  in  the  guards,  and 
advantage  was  taken  of  the  abfence  of  Orloff  to  introduce  him 
at  the  Hermitage.  This  officer  was  young  and  handfome;  but 
nature,  which  had  been  lavifh  to  his  perfon,  feems  to^ave  been 
at  no  pains  with  his  mind.  He  was  immediately  appointed 
chamberlain  to  the  emprcfs,  enriched  with  fplendid  prefents, 
and  treated  with  the  n^oft  flattering  attention.  In  the  mean 
time  Gregorevitfch,  who  had  been  appointed  to  treat  with  the 
Turkifh  plenipotentiaries  relative  to  a  peace,  on  hearing  of  this 
unexpeAed  event,  inftantly  returned  to  the  capital  from  Fok- 
ihiani,  but  was  arrefted  at  the  gates  of  Peterfburgh,  and  dripped 
of  all  his  employments.  He,  however,  experienced  the  impe- 
rial bounty,  and  received,  as  a  recompence  for  his  fubmiffion, 
the  fum  of  ioo,qoo  rubles  In  hand,  a  penfion  of  150,000 
more,  a  magnificent  fervice  of  plate,  and,  to  crowli  the 
whole,  an  eftate,  with  6000  peafants  upon  it,  was  made  over 
to  him. 

VaffiltfchikofF,  during  twenty-two  months,  enjoyed  all  the 
di{Hn£lion  appertaining  to  the  reigning  favourite;  but  at  the  end 
of  that  period  he  alfo  found  occafion  to  lament  the  inconftancy 
of'  fortune.  This  young  man  had  conduced  himfelf  with  great 
prudence,  for  he  had  never  abufed  his  influence.  He  poflefled 
none  of  that  haugfatincfs  fo  common  to  upftarts;  and  he  did  not 
appear  eager  either  to  increafe  his  own  fortune,  or  to  diminifh 
that  of  his  rivals.  Such  was  his  moderation,  that,  as  his  eleva- 
tbn  excited  no  ^nvy,  fo  his  difgrace  was  unaccompanied  by 
9  exultatiqtu 
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exnltatidn'.  His  faults  are  Hill  unknown ;  and  mod  probably  he 
had  ceafed  to  pleafc*  His  retreat,  however,  was  accompanied 
by  erery  mark  of  refpe& ;  and  as  he  repaired  to  Mofcow,  the 
I>lace  of  his  deftined  exile,  he  received  prefents  on  his  journey^ 
1/rbtch  might  be  ftyled  imperial  on  account  of  their  magnificence. 
No  fooner  was  this  change  made  public  than  OrlofiF  appeared 
once  more  on  the  fcene,  and  was  readmitted  to  all  his  former 
influence.  Suppofing  Panin  to  be  the  caufe  of  his  late  exile,  he 
extorted  a  promife  from  his  royal  miftrcfs  to  difmifs  him  from 
all  his  employments.  Her  afient  was  given  with  relu6bnce ; 
and  the  prayers  of  the  grand  duke,  who  was  too  generous 
to  fuffer  his  preceptor  to  fall  a  prey  to  the  fufpicions  of  a  man  he 
did  not  love,  induced  her  to  revoke  her  intentions. 

In  the  mean  time  the  manly  air  and  elegant  appearance  of 
Potemkin  made  a  great  impreilion  on  an  illufirious  per« 
fonage.  This  officer  had  been  bred  in  the  guards  ;  and,  perceiv- 
ing on  that  memorable  day  when  the  emprefs,  mounted  on  a 
fine  charger  and  drefled  in  regimentals,  exhibited  herfelC  at  the 
head  of  the  troops,  that  (he  had  forgotten  to  place  a  plume  in 
her  hat,  he  fnatched  this  decoration  from  his  own,  and  prefented 
it  to  the  new  fovereign.  Neither  this  a6Uon,  nor  the  grace  with 
which  it  was  performed,  had  efcaped  unnoticed ;  and  the  time 
was  now  arrived  when  his  attachment  was  to  receive  an  ample 
remuneration. 

The  pod  of  &vour!te  is  almoft  peculiar  to  Ruflia,  and  waa 
during  many  years  confidered  as  an  official  employment.  Ever 
fmce  1730  the  nation  had  been  governed  by  women,  except 
during  the  fliort  and  unfortunate  reign  of  Peter  III.  In  fine,  it 
feemcd  to  be  fan&ioned,  if  not  by  a  fundamental  law  of  tlie 
empire,  at  leaft  by  prefcription ;  as  four  emprcffes  had  fuccef-r 
fively  confecrated  it  by  their  practice,  and  the  age  of  the 
laft  (Elizabeth)  made  it  be  confidered  in  foine  meafure  as  a  mere 

•appendage  to  imperial  grandeur*. 

Potemkin 

*  It  m^y  not  b«  uiiaeceirary  here  to  point  cut  the  duties  and  dift}n£llons  of  this 
f  njular  office  :— 
«  When  hermajefty  hid  filed  he(«holee  on  a  new  favourite,  lie  cieated  hin  her 

general 
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Potemldn  fobn  grew  giddy  with  facctfs,  ^  ^t^  his  pride  and 
prefumption  keeping  pace  with  his  elevation;  he  accordingly  ex* 
pofed  himfclf  to  a  number  of  difagreeable  erents.  Boafting  one 
day  of  the  extent  of  his  power,  in  prefcnce  of  count  Alexis 
OrlofF,  the  brother  of  his"  predeceflbr,  he  received  a  blow  which 
deprived  him  of  an  eye;  and  prince  Gregoey  OrlofF having  re- 
quefted  his  difiniiEon,  he  was  forced  to  repair. to.  Smolcnlk,  at 
once  the  place  of  his  nativity  and  cuile.  SuchAvas  his  vexation, 
partly  from  the  lofs  of  his  eye,  and  partly  fnam  his  dilgrace, 
that  he  afluaily  entertained  fome  ideas  of  turning  monk ;  but  a 

^enenl  aid  de*camp,  in  order  that  be  ought  accompany  her  every  where  wUhoiit 
reproach  or  obfervation.  Tkenteforward  the  favourite  occupied,  in  the  palace,  all 
apartment  VeneMb  (Kit  Qf  the  emprefs,  to  which  i(  cotnmunicaCad  by  a  private  ftai^ 
caiie.  The  firft  day  of  hit  inftalUtioA  he  received  a  prefept  of  ImO,ooo  ruhlct»  ai^l 
every  month  he  found  12,000  on  his  dreHing  tjrble, 

«*  The  marfhal  of  the  court  was  commiflioned  to  provide  him  a  table  of  24  cOYen^ 
Uid  to  deftay  all  the  expences  of  his  houfehold.  The  favourite  attended  the  empreft 
•n  all  parties  of  ^muibment;  at  the  opera,  at  balls,  promenades,  ^xcurfions  of  plea* 
fare,  and  the  like,  tod  wai  not  allowed  to  leave  the  pcrlace  vrithout  exprefs  ptimif- 
fioD.  He  was  given  to  underftand  that  it  would  not  be  taken  well  if  he  converied 
familiarly  with  other  women ;  and  if  be  went  to  dine  with  any  of  hi(  friends,  th0 
lai&feflQrTh&houfe  was  always  abfent. 

4  '^  Whenever  the  enprefs  caft  her  eyea  on  one  of  her  fufaje^t,  \a  the  deflgn  ef , 
fttfisj^  him  to  the  poft  of  iavourife,  (he  caofed  him  to  be  invited  te  dianer  hy  fomt 
hdy  of  (io)  her  confidence,  on  whom  ibe  dropped  in  at  if  by  chance.  There  the 
wobU  enter  into  difcourfe  with  the  new  comer,  with  a  view  to  difcdyer  whether  or  nqt 
ke  wai  worthy  of  the  favour  ihe  defigned  to  grant  him.  When  the  judgment  fhe 
formed  wat  favourable,  the  confidant  was  informed  of  it  by  a  fignlficant  look,  and 
took  care  to  notify  it  to  him  who  had  the  honour  to  pleafe*  The  day  following  h* 
Received  a  vifit  fropi  -the  phyfician  of  the  ci^urt,  who  came  to  inquire  into  the  date 
of  his  health  :  and  the  fame  evening  he  accompanied  the  emprefs  at  the  Hermitaget 
and  took  pofTefiion  of  the  apartment  that  had  been  prepared  for  him, 

«  It  was  on  the  feleAion  of  Potemkin  that  thefe  formalities  began  {  and  fince  that 
time  they  have  been  condantly  obferved. 

**  When  a  favourite  had  loft  the  power  of  making  himfelf  agreeable,  there  wad 
alfo  a  particular  manner  of  giving  him  his  difcniflion.  He  received  orders  to  travel; 
and  from  that  moment  he  was  debarred  all  accefs  to  her  majefty.  But  he  was  fure  of 
finding,_at  the  place  of  deftination,  recompences  worthy  of  the  munl^cent  Catharine.** 
lAJt  of  the  Em^eji  Ca,thadne,  Vol.  11.  p.  6. 

fobmidive 
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fubniiilive  letter  produced  his  recal;  and  from  that  moment  hci 
ibems  to  have  dropped  all  thoughts  of  the  cowl. 

<<  The  Devil  was  fick  t  the  Devi!  a  mojik  would  be  $ 

<<  The  DetU  got  well : — the  Devil  a  monk  was  he-"        / 

Ambition  now  appears  to  have  taken  complete  polTeffion  of  the 
bolbm  of  Potejnkin ;  and  this  was  amply  gratifiody  for  his  influ* 
ence  foon  Extended  to  every  department  of  the  ftate,  and  he  him- 
felfy  after  procuring  the  difmiffion  of  count  Zachar  Chernicheff, 
became  vice  prefident  at  war,  with  a  feat  in  the  council  *.  But 
his  afpiring  hopes  were  not  yet  gratified,  for  he  entertained  dill 
higher  expe£lations. 

With  a  view  to  the  accomplifhment  of  thefe,  he  afFe£led  to 
be  once  more  feized  with  a  fit  of  religion ;  and  kept  Lent  with 
•great  ftri<^ne(s,  living  upon  ixx>ts  and  water  during  that  holy 
feafen.  He  alfa  wearied  all  the  faints  in  the  Greek  calendar 
nvlth  his  prayers;  went  daily  to  confeffion  ;  and,  having  fele£bed 
on  this  occafion  the  (ame  pried  that  afFo^ed  ab(blution  to 
a  great  peffonage,  he  befought  him  to  inform  her,  that  his 
alarmed  confcience  could  no  longer  permit  him  to  indulge 
in  an  intercourfe,  which,  by  marriage  alone,  would  ceafe  to 
become  criminal. 

lliis  projeft,  however,  failed  of  fuccefs ;  and,  foon  after  the 
cniprefs's  return  to  Pcterfburgh  ^for  it  was  at  Mofcow  that  it 
bad  been  firft  conceived),  a  young  man  ftom  the  Ukraine,  of 
the  name  of  Zavadoffsky,  was  honoured  with  the  imperial  coun- 
tenance, while  the  haughty  Potemkin  received  the  cvftomary 
intimation,.''  that  he  mud  prepare  to  travel.*'  Potemkin  did 
not  dare  to  difobey,  but  he  evaded  the  order ;  for,  fctting  out  in 

*  The  foltowjog  anecdote  wilt  afford  fosse  idea  of  the  wU  and  prefumptioii  of  this 
young  man,  who  is  allowed  to  have  pofleffed  confiderable  talents,  Happening  to*he 
once  fummoned  to  council,  while  engaged  at  a  party  of  cards,  he  refyfed  to  ftir.  The 
nftoisiibed  tneiTenger,  unaccuftomed  to  fgch  an  inftance  of  difobedience,  and  afraid 
of  heing  implicated  in  his  guilt,  hiunbly  befought  Potemkin  to  fumiih  hini 
with  an  excufe.  On  this  the  favourite  referred  him  to  the  bihie  \  and,  on  being  re- 
^uefted  to  mention  the  paflfage,  he  gaily  replied,  "  In  thefirft  p(a1m,  and  the  &x^ 
verfe,  there  you  will  find  it  faid,-— ^mtm  v'w  qui  nttn  ahOt  In  wifi/io  mpk/vm^ 
(Happy  it  tbp  man  who  participateth  not  in  the  counfels  of  the  wicked.) 

great 


l^at  form,  li6  proceed  a  few  mMes  t6virardsnlia  place  indicated 
fer  his  exile,  but  xttumed  in  the  cburfQ  df  next  day,  and  placed 
himfelf  in  the  evening  eXa6Uy  oppbdte  to  the  efnprefs  as  (her 
was  abotit  tb  fit  down  to  whift.'  Every  "bne  expe£ted  to  behold 
Tonae  fignal  mark  of  the  imperial  difpleafure ;  but,  on  the  con^ 
trary,  Catharine,  handing  him  a  pack  of  cards,  defired  the  ex- 
favourite  to  cut  in,  obferving  that  he  had  always  been  a  fortunate 
player.  His  pofts,  his  honours,  his  influence,  were  all  reftored 
to  him,  and  he  now  occupied  a  new.  iltuation  about  the  perfon 
of  her  imperial  majefty,  for  he  became  her  friend. 

In  the  mean  time  the  bofom  of  the  humble  Zavadoflsky 
began  to  catch  the  flame  of  ambition ;  and,  as  he  was  jealous  of 
the  grandeur  of  Potemkin,  he  aimed  a  deadly  blow  at  his  con- 
fequence.  But  the  minifler  at  war,  become  wily  in  his  turn, 
warded  it  off,  and  made  it  recoil  on  the  head  of  bis  rivM.  Per-^ 
ceiving  a  handfome  young  Servian  officer  of  huflars,  of  the 
name  of  Zoritch^  who  had  repaired  to  Peterfburgh  in  fearch  of 
promotion,  be  prefe;ited  him. with  a  captaip's  commiffion,  and 
in  a  few  days  he  was  perceived  behind  the  chair  of  the  empre(s« 
A  large  eftate,  the  rank  of  major-general,  and  an  immenfe 
fum  of  money,  foon  became  the  appanage  of  this  fortunate 
youth ;  but  the  emprefs  perceiving  that  he  was  ignorant,  and 

being  difgufted  at  his  want -of  accompli  (hments,  recommended^ 

•■  * 

as  he  could  fpeak  no  language  but  that  of  the  Ruilian  boors, 
that  he  ihould  be  fent  abroad  for  improvement* 

Fortune  feems  to  have  been  in  a  playful  mood  when  (lie  ele- 
vated Rimlky  KorzakoiF  to  the  poft  of  chamberlain,  and  fuc- 
cellbr  to  the  Servian.  This  man  had  zStxiMy  been  a  feijeant  in 
the  guards;  he  was  now  declared  a^d-de-camp  general  to  the 
emprefs,  and  prefented  With  the  palace  of  Vaffiltfchikoff  *• 

*  Willie  III  the  height  of  hit  favour,  ^  hepai  to  conceive  that «  ttbvjry  wM  nece^ 
fary  id  a  palace.  He  accovdingly  appUei  to  Weicbrecht,  the  bookfelier;  and, 
DA  being  aflced  for  a  catalogue  of  the  authors  he  vCanted,  the  quondam  ferjeaat 
replied, 

**  O,  at  fbr  that  matter,  I  am  jiot  difficult,  only  take  care  to  place  great  book* 
at  bottom,  and  fmall  *t  top,  ai  you  do  for  the  empreft/* 

He 
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.  He  |l|e>ve4  t«  be  i  Vain  opftait,  whofe  dn&  ^exhibited  a  ^w^ 
fufion  of  diafDonds,  iind  wh6re  tonduft  was  foch  ai  coald  a6t 
ftil  to  involve  him  in  rwn.  Thit  fpeadily  otcurred;  fpr» 
keing  dctedsd  in  a  fecret  eorrefpondence  with  a  lady,  ibc 
was  l^iihied  from  eouit»  and  he  was  obliged  to  lej^ir  tm 
Mofcow. 

The  fame  day  that  beheld  hi»  difgrace,  -WitndTed  the  good 
jfbrtune  orLanfkoi,  a  Pole  by  defccnt,  and  an  officer  of  the  body- 
guards by  profeffion.     The  education  of  thi?  young  man  had 
()een  negloifled ;  but  this  defe<^  was  in  fome  meafure  remedied 
by  the  zeal  and  attachment  of  an  illuftriotis  perfonage,  who  fu- 
|>erintended  his  improvement;'  and  in  a  (hort  time  he  became 
as  remarkable  for  the  fuperior  elegance  of  his  manners,  as  the 
graces  of  his  perfon :    but,  while  ih  the  flower  of  his  youths 
and  th  ^i^ery  height  of  his  favour,  he  was  attacked  by  a  mor- 
tal diieafe,    which    cut   him  off  after  a  (hort   illnels.      lie 
died  in  the  arms  of  his  mi{lrefs,  who  was  inconfolable  on  the 
occafion,  and  refufed  to  take  any  fuftcnance  during  three  wholtf 
days.     A  maufoleum,  the  plan  of  which  was  {ketched  out  by 
an    Englifh  artiil  *,  Mteftcd  the  fefpeA  of  th<*  empfcfs,  who 
burft  into  tears  ort  feeing  it  two  years  after.     His  fortune  he 
had  bequeathed  to  her  imperial  iiwjefty,  but  ftie  prefcnted  it* 
ti^ith  her  acccufiomed  generofityi  to  the  fifter  of  this  handfome 
youth.  / 

The  next  perfon  who  afpired  to  the  poft  of  favourite  was  ^ 
young  man  educated  in  Scotland,  and  who  had  become  a  fel<^ 
low  of  the  royal  fociety  of  London.  This  was  prince  Daflikoff$ 
ion  to  the  celebrated  prince^  of  the  fame  name,  who  had  parti- 
cipated in  the  memorable  revolution  that  levelled  Peter  HI.  with 
the  duft.  A  lieutenant  of  the  liame  of  Yermoloff  anticipated 
him,  however,  in  thi^  poft,  to  winch  he  was  raifed  by  the  into* 
reft  of  Potemkin;  but,  proving  ungrateful  to  his  benefaSof,  he 
wal  fuddenly  difgraoed,  being  replaced  by  Momdnoff,  who  at-  • 
tended  her  imperial  majefty  during  her  journey  to  the  Crimea. 
He  fell  in  love,  however,  with  a  lady  of  the  court ;  and  no 
fooner  was  the  empreis  informed  of  this  circumftancei  than  itxe 

*  Mr.  Charles  Cameioa* 

infifted 
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iniifted  on  hi*  marrying  her  imuiediately ;  after  v^bkh  rbtj  were 
fent  into  exile  at  Mofcow.  • 

Plato  Zuboff,  an  officer  of  the  borle  guards,  fupplied  his 
place.  This  afpiring.  young  man,  not  content  with  wealth  i[ad 
honours,  afie&ed  public  empbyments ;  and  it  is  aiTerted  that 
the  idea  of  the.feconddivifion  of  Poland  originated  with  him* 
la  a  {hort  time  he  became  omnipotent  at  Peterfburgh.  He  was 
decorated  with  the  title  of  prince ;  received  the  poft  of  grand 
mafter  of  the  artillery;  all  the  admirals,  generals,  and  mi-' 
nifters  of  the  empire,  were  to  be  feen  at  his  levee  bending  lowly 
before  him ;  and,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  author  of  a  work  of 
fome  reputation,  paying  their  compliments  at  the  fame 'time,  in 
great  form,  to  his  favourite  monkey*. 

Catharine  hitherto  had  only  afforded  empty  premlfes  to  the 
enemies  of  France;  but,  at  the  tnfligation  of  Zuboff,  flienow 
formed  the  defign  of  giving  effedual  affiftance  to  the  confede- 
rated kings;  and,  as  a  proof  of  her  intentions,  iflued  orders 
for  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war  to  join  the  Englifh  fleet,  and 
commanded  a  levy  of  60,000  troops.  She  at  the  fame  time 
profccuted  a  war  on  the  frontiers  of  Perfia,  where  her  army, 
under  the  command  of  a  near  relation  of  the  grand  mafter  of  the 
artillery,  had  experienced  a  mod  humiliating  dcfc2it ;  and  flie 
was  now  preparing  to  fend  frefh  fucoouis  to  his  advance. 

Such  were  the  proje£fe  that  occupied  the  mind  of  Catharine :  • 
the  overthrow  of  the  French  republic,  and  the  fubjugatiou  of 
the  diftant  Perfians,  when  fhe  was  fmitten  by  the  hand  of  death. 
This  fortunate  princefc  had  hitherto  enjoyed  an  almoft  uninter^ 
ruptcd  ftate  of  good  health  during  the  whole  of  her  long  reign. 
She  was  fomctimcs,  indeed,  fubje6k  to  a  cholic,  and  her  legs 
Were  now  and  then  obferved  to  fwell ;  but  neither  of  thefe  fymp- 
toms  were  alarming. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  November  ihe  rofe  at  her  u(\nl  ^ 
hour,  and  1)reakf«fled  on  coffee  according  to  cuftom.  ^    Some 
time  after  fhe  retired  to  her  clofet^  and  her  long  abfence  afford- 
ing caufe  of'  fufpicion  to  her  attendants,  they  entered  the  afoft^ 

^  Set  Ld  fTede  Catbannt  //•    This  work  has  been  attributed  to  the  coon(  De  Se«* 
g«r,  formerly  lauiiftcr  from  France  at  the  coQtt  of  St.  PeterfrtUsh* 

ment 
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snent  and  found  her  lying  fpeechlcfs.  Dr.  Rogertbay  her  pky« 
fician,  being  fent  for,  he  treated  her  difeafe  as  an  apoplexy ;  and 
Confiderable  relief  ieemed  to  enfue  after  .the  application  of  the 
lancet.  But  the  emprefs  never  entirely  recovered  her  fenies ; 
and  did  not  utter  a  fmgle  word  during  the  remiainder  of  her  life, 
which  was  prolonged  to  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  Novem- 
ber lo,  1797. 

Thus,  with  her  ufual  good  fortune,  after  a  very  (hort  iQnefs, 
died  Catharine  IL  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias.  During  her 
youth  (he  had  been  extremely  handfome,  but  (he  got  fat  as  ihe  > 
increafed  in  years;  (he,  however,  preferved  a  certain  air  of 
gracefulnefs,  intermingled  with  dignity,  until  the  lafl  moment 
of  her  life. 

Her  majefty  in  perfon  was  not  above  the  middle  Cze,  but» 
being  well  proportioned  and  carrying  her  head  high,  fhe  appear- 
red  tall.  Her  forehead  was  open,  her  nofe  aquiline,  her  mouth 
agreeable,  and  her  diin,  without  being  ugly,  was  rather  loi^. 
Her  hair,  in  which  flie  took  great  delight,  was  auburn,  and  he^ 
^e-brows  dark  and  thick.  As  tq  her  eyes,  we  have  difierent 
accounts  j  one  gentleman  *,  who  refided  at  her  court  a  confider- . 
able  time  in  a  diplomatic  capacity,  defcribing  them  as  blue, 
while  another  t  infifts  they  were  of  a  brown  hue.  Upon  the 
whole  her  phyfiognomy  I  was  not  deficient  in  expteiTion;  but  (he 

had 

•  The  eouftt  Dc  Segtir.  f  M.Dt  Ralblerf, 

%  The  fallowing  remarks  on  a  print  of  the  emprefs,  by  the  phyfiogaomift  of 
Zttiicb,  exhibit  the  moll  unequivocal  marki  of  empiricifmt'*^ 

<*  I  aever  had  the  bapptaefi  of  feeing  this  illuftrioua  princefs,  diAinguiihed  by  i» 
much  perfonal  merit,  and  by  fo  many  great  qualities.  1  have  never  had  the  ilighteft 
epportttnity  of  difcuiling  the  refemblance  of  this  proiile»  and  yet  1  am  certain,  that  if 
the  mouth  is  ^za£tly  taken,  the  forehead  cannot  be  entirely  true  ;  that  if  the  uppef 
part  of  tbii  divilion  of  the  face  is  hit  with  preciHont  there  muft  certainly  be  an 
error  m  the  feAion  which  appears  between  the  eye-browt  and  the  root  of  the 
Bofe. . 

<<  A  face  (b  fublime  cannot  abfolutety  admit  of  a  noftril  fo  fmalK  Befidea,  the 
chin  and  the  nofe  are  fofficiently  homogeneous,  that  is  to  fay,  they  nniformly  an- 
liounce  prudence  and  firmnefs.  The  goodnefs  and  dignity  fo  well  expreifed  in  the  eye^ 
tre  reproduced  ftill  more  advaatageouily  in  the  fbtm  of  the  face,  and  in  the  forehead. 
iMvmtKi  V<^.  II^p.  315. 

Perhapi 
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had  facfa  a  command  of  hex  coontenanoei  that  no  one  could  there 
difeover  the  fecrets  of  her  heart. 

Her  imperial  majefty  was  accuftomed,'  oq  great  occafions,  to 
drds  m  a  fplendid  manner,  and  to  wear  a  profufion  of  jewels. 
Being  particularly  fond  of  diamonds,  (he  poflefled  a  prodigious 
namber ;  and  one  in  particular  was  the  largeft  that  had  ever  been 
feen  iir  Europe  *.  Catharine,  however,  was  accuftomed  in 
general  to  zffeSt  the  ancient  Ruffian  fiiihions,  for  the  raoft.  part 
wearing  green,  out  of  oompliment  to  the  nation.*^  *  Her  hair  wat 
powdered  but  Jlightly.  On  the  other  hand,  her  face  was  covered 
with  rouge :  and  as  her  imperial  majefty,  like*  the  ladies  in  the 
French  coOTt,  wore  it  in  proportion  to  her  rank.  It  Is  not  to  be 
wondered  if  it  was  of  a  high  colour. 

The  ftrideft  temperance  was  regularly  preferved  by  Catharine, 
in  a  country,  and  at  a  court,  where  a  little  deviation  would  not 
liave  given  occaiion  to  qiach  fcandal.  A  flight  breakfaft,  a 
moderate  dinner,  and  two  or  three  glafles  of  wine  (fi>r  ihe  never 
indulged  in  fupper  j ,  conftituted  her  ufual  diet. 

Perhaps  cfat  followios  tinci,  written  by  the  coQiit  De  Ses«r  under  t  pldvre  of  the 
cmpreft,  itttmcdifttely  after  her  retarn  fidni  thie  Ctimeih  alchougfa  replete  with 
Uitttrj,  con^y  a  better  idea  of  her  impciial  majefty,  thaa  the  oold  and  fimnal  uu» 
Bia4YvfioM  of  LoTtfer :—  • 

**  Recoflnois  vers  le  Nord  raimanC  ^m  noot  attira 
**  Cet  heureuz  con^otfrant,  pro/bnd  kgiflatettr, 
«  Femme  ahnable^  s^^^d  homme,  St  qne  ]*envie  adisife, 

**  Quiy  parcooit  fes  Etats^  y  verfe  le  bonheor* 
**  Maitre  en  Tart  de  regnery  favante  en  Tart  d^crir^, 

**  Repandant  la  lumiire,  ecartant  ks  erreurs} 
*^  Sric  fort  n^avoit  p»  lot  donn'er  un  empire, 

**  £lic  auroit  eo  toujfnirs  un  trone  dans  nos  ceeors*** 

,  ^  Thjf  waa  preienced  to  her  imperial  majefty  by  count  Orloff,  who  pufchaicd  St 

fiomaa  American  lor  io4«i66li    The  Pitt  Diamond,  formerly  worn  in  the 

crowm  of  the  JLingt  of  France,  although  If  coft  the  regent  duka  of  Orleani  135,000  !• 

maat  infierior  in  point  oi  fixe,  bi  may  be  feen  from  the  fc^omu%  comparative  ftacc* 

The  weight  of  the  Orloff       1  '■  ■    193  cjumtfc 
Ditto  of  the  Pitt  when  cat     »^—    135  do*         ' 

Superior  waighl  of  the  Ori&ff  — ^-^     $%  carvata. 

.u     "*  It 
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U  is  ifar  more  e^fy  to  dcTcribe  the  emprefs  than  the  woman. 
The  a£ls  of  the  former  have  now  become  hiftory,  but  tbofe  of 
the  latter  muft  be  left  to  tiie  pen  of  genius,  that  can  suBt  the 
part  of  Ithuriers  fpear,  and  analyze  the  fprings  of  human 

ad  ion. 

It  muft  be  confeflcd  that  both  (he  and  the  empire  appear  to 
have  been  frequently  a  prey  to  favouritifoi ;  and  this  part  of  her 
condu^,  by  being  connected  with  the  hap^iieis  of  iliillions  of 
her  fuhgc6h,   is  highly  denfurable  ♦. 

^  a  fovereign  flie  ftands  confpicuom.    She  increaied  the  ex« 

tent 

^  Here  follows  t  lift  of  the  preibits  beftowed  by  Catharine  on  her  fiYourites : 

I'he  five  broCherf  of  the  name  of  Orloff  received  459000peafantSj  and  to       RMe». 

the  amoant  in  eftatet,  palaces,  jeweb,  plate,  and  money,  of t  y^oooyooo 

VlKenlkjf  an  officer  of  tha  guards,  who  waa  abont  two  months  in  fa- 

Y4wr,  reccifed ^,  300,00^ 

Wafieiit^hikoir,  a  Heutenant  in  the  guards,  received  as  follows  daring 
the  twenty- two  months  he  remiined  in  vogue : 

An  eilate  with  7,000  peafants,  efliaated  at    ^  600,000 

In  money   '. 100,00a 

In  trinXets '     6o»ooo 

In  plate  . .' ;  50,0*0 

A  fumlAed  palace. .  . . « ^ 100,000 

A  penfion  of  lo^ooo  rubles,  and  alfo  the  order  of  St. 
Alexander  Newiky,  valued  at 200,000     r,x »o,eOo 

Potemkin  received,  during  the  two  firll  yearSi  about  nint 

millions  of  rubles. 
He  afterwards  .accumulated  immenCe  riches )  he  pofle^d 

•4arge  eftates  in  Poland,  and  throughout  all  thp  provinces 

of  Ruiiia.    One  of  his  dofets  was  filled  with  gokl,  dia« 

monds,  and  n«tes  of  the  banJu  of  London,  AmfterdMo, 

and  Venice.  His  fortune  was  eflimated  at 5O|QC0|0e9 

'Zawadoffsky  received,  in  the  courfc  of  eighteen  months, 

ieveral  eftates  in  Poland,  with  2000  peafants ;   others 
'    itt  the  Ukraine  with  6o«o}  and,  in  Rufiia,  with  1800. 

jHis  lands  were  eftimatcd  at 1,000,000 

'  He  receivedj  in  money 150,000 

In  plate  ••  • 50,000 

In  jewels ; 80,000 

The  white  eagle  of  Poland,  and  a  penfion  of xooiooo      1,380,000 

■■■■   '  • 

Carried  forward.,  .r  i^,840|Ocoo 
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tent  of  Rudia^  aind  added  not  only  new  countries,  but  new 
nations^   to  that  mighty  empire.     As  a  conqueror  her  viiSlorie^ 

were 

Brought  forward  . .  • ,  19,840,000 
ZontK  f««eiv«4,  in  the  covrfe  of  one  yetr,  the  riband  of 

the  ofder  of  the  fwocd  Arom  Sweden,  and  that  of  the 

white  eagle  /mm  Polapd. 

Ad  eilateln  Poland  of .» •• 50O9OOO 

Another  in  Livonia  of  fifty  haaks/ loOjOoo 

A  ccmntaodery  in  Poland,  ralued  at  i2>ooo  rubles  annual 

incofne,  and  eftimated  at  . .  • .  • >. ISO9OCO     I 

la  naoney '.  500^000 

In  jewels ,^  . . .  ^  • .  • .  •  t . .  agoyooo 

"Korsakoff  received  ia  the  eoiirfe  of  fiateen  months^  the 
riband  of  the  white  eagle  of  Poland^  the  palace  of  Wafi- 

eriftfchikoiT,  which  was  repiirchafed  for xoo,ooo 

An  ellate  with  4000  peafants • .  400,000 

In  money  and  jeiwelt « 150,000 

PebU  paid   , ^ 100,000 

Fitting  him  out  to  trayel '  100,000 

Gratification  during  his  travels 70,000         9>0jOt|l» 

LanflLoi  received  in  lands  and  money. .  • 3,000,000 

In  diamonds  .».. 8o>ooo     >, 

To  pay  his  deb^     • 80,000 

^^  A  palace  eiHmatcd  at 100,000      3>z6O|000 

N.  B.  The  above  does  not  include  the  fjims  given  to  hia 
fi^er  and  con  fin. 

YerraoWff*,  befides  the  order  of  the  white  eagle  of  Polandy 

ia  iixten  moatha  received  an  eftate  eftimatcd  at 100,000 

Another  with  3000  peafants 300,000 

In  money 150,000         550^000 

Moroonoff  received  during  twenty- fix  months,  in  lands . .      6oo,coo 
In  money 20C7O00 

In  jewels.* •.>.       8c,cco        880,000 

Plato  ZonbofiF  was  decorated  with  the  title  of  prince,  re'> 
ceived  fcveral  ribands,  and  was  nominated  grand  maftcr 
of  the  artillery.     His  fortune  was  climated  at 2,500,000 

His  moveables  and  jewels acc,coo     2,700,000 

Taleriaa  ZouV^fT  received  a  great  deal  of  money,  feveral 
eftates  in  Poland  andCourland,  and  a  penfion  of  ift,ooo 
rubles,  payable  in  gold.  The  whole  may  be  efiimated 
at  •• .,« •, , '. 800,000 

Carried  fo^ard  •  • . .  80^  jzo,ooa 
U  2 
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were  numerous  and  brilliant ;  ibe  triumpbed  equally  by  (ca  and 
by  land,  and,  had  ihe  lived  but  ten  years  longer,  might  have  rea- 
lized the  proud  dream  of  her  ambition,  and  beheld  her  grandfon 
Conftantine  fitting  on  the  throne  of  the' Ottomans.  Her  merit 
as  a  legiflator,  too,  is  great;  but  ihe  would  have  been  far  more 
worthy  of  our  admiration,  had  ihe  eileded  the  generous  idea  of 
enfranchiilng  all  the  peafantry  of  her  immenfe  dominions. 

She  was  the  only  foyereign  of  Rufiia  who  ever  exhibited  a 
taile  for  letters.  Tliis  was  not  all ;  ihe  was  an  author*  herfelf 
and  did  not  difdain  to  compofe  little  treatif<9  for  her  grand- 
children, whofe  education  ihe  fuperintended. 

For  mufic  ihe  alfo  pofleBed  an  exquifite  relilh,  and  brought 
Qabrielli,  and  a  number  of  fingers  of  great  note,  fix>m  Italy,  al- 
lowing them  liberal  falaries,  and  treating  them  with  great  atten- 
tion. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  her  long  reign  Catharine  alio  evinc- 
ed a  marked  predileAion  for  painting.  In  the  midilof  a  war  with 
the  Turks  ihe  purchafed  piAurcs  in  Holland,  to  the  amount  of 
fixty  thoufand  rubles,  all  of  which  were  loft  in  coniequence  of 
a  ihip^s  being  wrecked  on  fhe  coaft  of  Finland.  This,  how- 
ever, rather  ferved  to  ilimulate  her  to  freilT  exertions,  and  her 
^nts  accordingly  procured  whatever  was  to  be  found  in  Italy 
worthy  of  notice.  The  Houghton  coUe^on  from  England  was 
alfo  transferred,  by  an  zSt  of  her  munificence,  to  the  ihores  of  the 

Brooght  fttward ....  So,3ao,ooo 
To  tkit  fttoi  oaghf'co  be  tdded  the  aiwual  eipence  of  the 
ro^ttg  fvMmdttf  eftimatedl  at  1^50,000  naWe*  per 
almoin,  which,  during  the  thirty-four  yeaia  that  Catha- 
rine fwajed  the  fceptie,  aaiounta  to.. •.  •.  8,500,000 

SS,820tOoo 
This  fom  11  equal  to  about  four  hundred  and  forty  millions,  one  hundred  thoufand 
liTiea  toumoit.    If  the  above  ftatcnent  be  not  grofsly  exaggerated,  thii  aitide  of 
cxpence  coft  the  emprefi  more  than  donhfe  what  her  whok  marine  did>  nnd  ncvly 
one  half  aa  much  at  all  her  armiea. 

•  The  following  is  a  Hft  of  her  imperial  majcfty'i  woikt ; 
t .  Mifceilaneous  Pietet,  or  the  library  of  the  Grand  Dukes. 

2.  Sketch  of  the  Ruffian  Hiftory.  . , 
.  3.  TakoftheTnareritchCblor.    And. 
4.  iSome  Obfetrasio^^  on  the  Climate  of  Ruffia, 

^altick  i 
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Baltick ;  and,  while  it  added  to  her  gloryi  difgraced  this  nation, 
in  the  eyes  of  foreigners. 

Her  conduA  to  learned  men  was.  truly  worthy  of  a  woman  of 
genius.  She  was  proud  of  the-^correfpondence  and  friendihip  of 
Volfaire ;  ihe  invited  Diderot  to  her  court,  and  lived  with  him, 
while  there,  in  habits  of  the  utmoft  familiarity;  to  D'Alembert 
fhe  looked  up  as  to  a  fuperior  being,  and  endeavoured,  although 
in  vain,  to  feduce  him  to  refide  at  St.  Peterfburgh ;  but  he  poflefled 
a  haughty  Ibul,  was  devoted  to  liberty,  and  would  not  confeot 
to  degrade  the  mind  of  a  freeman,  by  refiding  among  a  Hatioa 
offlavc**. 

To  the  honour  of  Catharine,  ihe  was  extremely  attentive  to 
the  education  of  her  people,  and  inftitqted  a  prodigious  number  of 
fchools  for  their  inftru£tion«  To  remove  their  prejudices  againft' 
inoculation,  ihe  herfelf  fubmitted  to  the  operation,  and  thqs  ha« 
zarded  her  life  for  her  nation,  Amidft  the  fchemes  of  grahdenr, 
the  allurements  of  power,  and  the  gratification  of  thepaffioiis,  ihe 
found  leifure  to  civilize  and  inftru^.her  fubje6ls;  this  added  not 
a  little  to  her  glory,  as  it  contributed  {o  the  benefit  of  fo  large  a 

*  iter  impeml  majefty  parchafed  thf  Ilbnriet  of  tbofe  three  great  men*  Th^  fol- 
lowiag  it  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  Voltaire's  niece,  on  that  bd/t  coofentiog  to^  part  with 
ins  books. 

**  Poar  ^adam^  Deait|  aiece  d^nn  grand  homme  901  m'aioioit  beaaconp, 

«  De  PctetiboBrg,  le  25  Aoilt,  1778. 

''  Je  f  lens  d^apprendxe^'madamey  que  toos  confeatea  i  ramcttre  entre  mes  matot 
ce  depot  precieux,  que  moofieur  votre  oncle  toos  a  laSfle,  cette  bibliuth^qoe  que  lea 
Smes  fenfibks  acitrront  jamais  fims  fe  ibuvenir  que  ce  grand  homme  fut  infpirer 
avx  hamains  cette  bi^nvoiUanc^  nniferfelk,  que  tous  fes  ^rits,  m^me  ceus  de  por 
agr^ment  refpircnt  par  ce  que  fon  fime  en  ^teit  profoodement  pen^tree.  * 

**  Perfomie  oYiiot  los,  n*ecriTit  comme  lui :  a  la  race  future  il  fervini  d^exampk 
ct  d*ecuei]«  II  faudroit  onir  k  gdnie  et  la  philofophie  aox  conooiiraoces  et  a  Tagrd- 
menti  en  un  mot,  £cre  Monfiear  De  Vokaire  poqr  I'egaler..  81  j*ai  partag^  avec 
toutt  TBurope  vos  regretS|  madame,  for  le  perte  de  cet  hoaifiie  ineomparablei  tom 
voos  ctes  mife  en  droit  de  participer  a  la  reconnoiflance  qi^e  je  dois  a  fes  dcrits.  Jt 
fuis  ians  doute,  trit  ienfible,  a  Teftimei  \  la  confiance  que  vons  me  marques.  II 
m^cft  bien  flatteur  de  voir  qu*elles  font  hereditairey  danf  votre  famille.  La  nobkfle 
de  TOt  procedcs  tous  eft  caution  de  mes  fentuaens  a  votre  ^gatd.  pai  chargd  M«i« 
fi^ur  De  Grimm  dc  vous  en  reflWttic  quelqi^es  foible^  temoignagfs,  dont  je  vous  pite 
dc  faire  ufag^*. 
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*  portion  of  the  human  race;  but  it  will  infeniiUy  operate  againfl: 
a  defpotic  govcrnmenr,  by  rendering  the  boors  unfit  for  their 
chains,  which  they  will  fome  day  breajc,  perhaps,  on  the  heads  of 
the  Boyars^  who  at  once  enflave  and  opprcfs  them. 

No  woman  could  fo  ealily  forgive,  and  in  this  point  of  view 
her  tondudt  rnuft  be  allowed  to  have  poflefled  a  great  fliare 
of  magnanimity.  She  ^eneroufly  pardoned  old  Munich  and 
Godowitz ;  the  one  the  counfellor,  the  other  the'  favourite  of 
Peter  III.  She  even  admitted  the  former  of  thefe  into  her  con- 
fidence, and  would  have  conferred  honours  and  preferments  on 
the  latter ;  tut  he  loved  his  late  fovereign,  and  with  a  noble  fcorn 
fpurned  at  the  proffered  friendihip  of 'his  fucceflbr.  To  the 
miftrefs  of  Peter  HI.  although  her  own  rival,  fhc  granted  her 
life,  reftored  her  fottune,  and  at  length  admitted  her  daughters 
to  honourable  iituations  at  court  *• 

No  perfonage  in  bur  own  times  has  attracted  a  greater  fhare 

of  tcnfure  and  eulogium ;  and  no  woman  in  any  age  ever  exhi- 
bited mote  of  the  mafculine  greatnefs  of  one  fex,  and  the  femi- 
Dkie  weaktiefs  of  another.  As  a  female^  ihe  appears  at  times  the 
Save  of  paffion,  and  thd  puppet  of  her  courtiers;  but  while  we 
behold  her  diminifhing,  in  this  point  of  view,  into  infignificance, 
we  look  again,  and  contemplate  the  fovereign^  towering  like  an 
immenfe  colofius,  and  with  one  foot  placed  on  Cherlbn,  and 

aiyDther  at  Kamft^hatka,  waving  her  iron  fcepti'e  over  the  fub- 
jcdtiatiOTS,  and  regulating  the  deftininy  of  a  large  portion  of 
ihankind. 

The  frailties,  however,  of  the  woman  will  foon  be  forgotten, 
while  the  glory  that  encircles  the  brovrs  of  the  legiflator  anil  con- 
queror will  long  continue  to  dazzle  the  eyes  of  an  admiring 
world.  The  prefent  age,  however,  ihudders  at  the;  untimely 
fiite  of  Peter  and  of  Ivan  1 9  and  pofterity  will  not  eafily  pardon  the 
degradation  of  Staniilaus,  the  partition  of  Poland,  and  the  maf-- 
lacres  of  Ifmailow  and  of  Praga. 

*  They  were  appointed  maids  of  honour  to  the  emprefV. 

^  It  is  b«lt  juftice  here  to  obferve,  that  a  late  authbr  denies  the  privity  of  Catha- 
fin«  to  thia  h<iryi4  dfee4>  ani  it  is  weH  knoi^n  that  the  prefent  emperur,  who  com- 
menced hit  reign  by  an  a  A  worthy  of  a  great  prince  (the  fiberation  df  Kofciu&o), 
^  jievioiifty  to  the  t&ttrxncnt  of  the  corpfe  of  Catharine;  gave  orders  that  the  body  of 
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hh  father,  Peter  HI.  Iliould  lie  in  ftate,  with  the  amperUl  crown  fufpcnded  above  the' 
coffin,  while  the  two  perfonB,  who  are  fuppofcd  to  have  been  his  aiTaflinsy  after  be* 
jng  forced  to  attend  during  ieveral  days  z%  thief  mwmerSf  were  exiled  from  St  Peterf* 

burgh* 

Ai  to  the  death  of  prince  Ivani  the  following  ftate  paper  contains  her  Imperial  mi« 
jefty*s  account  of  that  tran(adion. 

MAHiPiaTO  pMfhti  by  tbt  Cturt  ef  PsTsasBuncRy  m  oec/^dn  of  tbeJgafh  tf 

I*rince  Iyav.  » 

By  the  grace  of  God,  we  Catharine  the  fecond,  emprefs  and  fovereign  of  all  the 
Ku/fias,  kc  to  alt  Whom  thefe  prefiuits  auy  concern. 

When,  by  the  divine  wiU,  and  in  compliance  with  the  ardeot  and  unanimoui  de« 
fires  of  our  faithful  fttbjtdsy  we  afcei^ded  the  thxone  of  RuiGay  we  were  not  igao. 
rant  that  Ivan,  fon  of  Anthony,  prince  of  BninTwio-Welfenbttttlef  and  the  princeft 
Anne  of  Meckleabarghy  was  ftill  alive.  This  prince,  u  is  well  known,  was,  inime^ 
diately  after  hit  birth,  nnlawfvlly  declared  heir  to  the  imperial  crown  df  Roffia  $  but^ 
by  the  decrees  of  Providence,  he  wm  Ibea  after  iirevocably  ekchided  ftt>m  that  high 
dignity,  and  the  feeptre  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  lawful  heiref?,  EUeabeth,  daegh.^ 
ter  of  Peter  the  great,  oes  beloved  aunt  of  glorious  immoiy.  After  we  had  afcend- 
cd  the  throne,  and  oflFered  up  to  heaven  oer  juft  thankfgivtngf ,  the  6rft  objeA  that 
employed-  our  thoughts,  in  cenfequence  of  that  humanity  that  is  natural  to  us,  waa 
the  unhappy  ficuation  of  that  prince,  who  was  dethroned  by  the  Divine  Providence, 
and  had  been  unfortunate  tver  liiicc  his  birth}  and  we  formed  the  refolution  of 
iBeviating  hia  mislbrtttae^  as  far  as  was  poffibfe* 

We  immediately  made  a  vifit  too  hia,  in  order  to  judge  of  his  onderftanding  and 
talents,  anJ,  in  coafequenoe  thereof,  to  procure  him  an  agreeable  and  quiet  fituatioi^ 
fni table  to  his  eharadcr,  and  the  cdoeatlon  he  had  received.  But  how  grea^waa 
oar  forprife,  when,  befides  a  defed  in  his  utterance,  that  was  uneafy  to*  hinfdf,  and 
rendered  his  difcourfe  alaoik  nnintelligibia  to  others,  we  obferved  in  him  a  total  pn« 
vatien  of  fenft  an^  reafea !  Tbofe  who  accompanied  us  during  this  interview  law 
how  oiuch  our  heart  fuflTered  at  the  view  of  an  object  fo  fitted  to  excite  compaffion  { 
they  wcie  alfo  convinced  that  the  only  meafure  we  could  take  to  fuccour  the  un« 
/ortuaate  prince,  was  to  leave  him  where  we  found  him,  and  to  procure  him  all  the 
comforia  end  ceovtntencca  that  his  iituatSon  would  admit  of.  We  accordingly  gave 
our  orders  for  this  purpofe,  though  the  ftate  he  was  in  prevented  hia  perceiving  the 
marks  of  our  humanity,  or  being  fenfible  of  our  attention  and  care$  for  he  icnew 
nobody,  could  not  diftipguiih  between  good  and  evil,  nor  did  he  knew  the  mtt  that 
might  be  made  of  reading,  to  paft  the  time  with  left  weaiinefs  and  difguft  t  en  the 
contrary,  ^e  fought  after  pleafure  in  obje^s  that  difcovered,  with  fuflicient  evidence, 
the  diforder  of  his  imagination* 

To  prevent,  therefore,  ill-intentioned  perfoos  from  giving  him  any  troebie,  or 
frbsn  making  nfe  of  hia  name  or  orders  to  fiftarb  the  peblic  tranqalllity,  we  gave 
him  a  gaud,  imd  placed  aboat  his  perfon  two  officen  of  the  garrifoa  In  whofe  fide- 
deiity  and  integrity  we  could  confide.  Tbeie  oAceit  were  captain  VlaiHefr  and 
fieattoant  TlSehekin,  who,  by  their  long  military  fervices,  which  bad  confiderabi/ 
impaired  tin  r  healthy  dcfeived  a  fuitable  xecompence,  and  a  ftatioa  in  which  they 
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flif ght  ptfs  9ui«^  the  reft  of  llieir  dajs  $  they  irere  accoi^ingly  charged  with  tHr 
care  of  the  jlrincey  and  were  ftridly  enjoined  to  let  none  approach  him.  * 

Yet  all  tkefe  precastioot  were  not  fufficient  toprerent  an  abandonod  profligate  fitNO 
committing  at  Schhifleiburg>  with  «nparaOelcd  wicludncfiy  aad  at' the  rifle  of  hit 
own  nfo)  an  entrage,  vbofe  eaoimity  infpirei  horror.  A  fecond  Ueuteqant  of  the 
regimeat  of  Smolenflcoy  a  native  of  the  Ukraincy  named  Ba€l  Mirovltch>  grandfon 
of  the  firj^  rehel  dut  followed  Maseppa»  and  a  men  in  whom  the  perjury  of  his  aa- 
ceftoia  feemt  to  hevebeen  infufed  with  their  blood  i  thia  profligate^  having  paflTed 
kit  days  in  debauchery  and  diflipation,  "and  being  thus  deprived  of  all  honourable 
flMani  of  advancing  hit  fortune  $  ha^ving  alfo  loft  fight  of  what  he  owed  to  the  law 
of  God»  and  of  the  oath  of  allegiance  he  Kad  taken  to  us ;  and  knowing  prince  Ivan 
only  by  namey  without  any  knowledge  either  of  hii  bodily  or  mental  qualities  j  took 
it  into  hit  head  to  make  ufe  of  this  prince  to  advance  hit  fortune  at  a!I  events,  with- 
out being  rcftraioed  by  the  conlideratioB  of  the  bbody  fcene  that  fbch  an  attempt  was 
adaptied  to  o^aSoo.  In  order  to  exocnto  this  deteilabley  dangerous,  and  defpcratn 
proJ€^>  he  defired,  daring  our  abfence  in  Livoniai  to  be  upon  guard,  out  of  lits 
turn,  in  the  fortrefs  of  SchluflTdburg,  where  tke  guard  is  relieved  every  dght  dayi{ 
and  the  15th  of  laft  month,  about  two  o*clock  in  the  morning,  he  all  of  a  foddea 
callad  up  the  main  guard,  fomed  it  into  a  Une,  and  ordered  the  foldicit  to  load  with 
ball.  BerednikoflF,  governor  of  the  fortrefs,  having  heard  a  noife,  came  out  of  hia 
i^artment,  and  aflted  Mirovitch  the  reafon  of  this  dtftiirbance,  but  received  no  other 
anfwer  from  this  lebel  than  a  blow  on  the  head  unth  tlic  butt-ead  of  kit  moitet. 
Miioviub,  having  waunded  and  aneft^d  the  govenmr,  led  on  his  troop  with  fury, 
and  attacked  with  fire-arms  the  handful  of  foldiers  that  guarded  prince  Ivan.  BaC 
he  was  fo  warmly  received  by  tkofe  foldiers  under  the  command  of  the  two  officers 
mentioned  above,  that  he  was  obliged  to  retire.  By  a  particular  diiedmn  of  that 
Providenct  that  watches  ov^r  the  life  of  man,  there  was  that  night  a  thick  mxft, 
which,  together  with  the  inward  form  and  fituation  of  the  fortrefs,  had  riiis  happy 
•    cflTeA,  that  not  one  individual  was  either  killed  or  wounded. 

The  bad  fuccefs  of  this  firfl  attempt  could  not  engage  this  enemy  of  the  public  peace 
to  deliil  from  his  rebellious  purpofe.    Driven  on  by  rage  and  defpair,  he  ordered  a 
piece  of  canaon  to  be  brought  from  one  of  the  baftions,  which  order  was  immedi* 
altly  executed*    Captain  VJaffiefl^  and  his  lieutenant  Tichekin,  feeing  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  refill  fuch  a  fvperior  force,  and  confidering  the  unhappy  confe^uences  that 
^oft  enfue  from  the  deliverance  of  a  perfon  that  was  committed  to  thdr  care,  and  the 
eflFufion  of  innocent  blood  that  muft  follow  from  the  tumults  it  was  adapted  to  excite, 
took,  aHer  deliberating  together,  jthe  only  ftep  that  they  thought  proper  to  maintain 
the  public  tranqulUity,  which  was  to  cut  Aoit  the  days  of  the  unfortunate  prince. 
Confidertng  alfo,  that  if  they  fet  at  Iberty  a  prifoner,  whom  this  defperate  party  en- 
deavoured to  force  with  Ibch  violence  out  of  their  hands,  they  ran  the  rifle  of  being 
pttniilied  according  to  the  rigour  of  the  laws,  they  aflkffinated  the  prince,  without 
being  leftrained  by  the  appreheafion  of  being  put  to  death  by  a  villain  reduced  to 
df  fpair.    The  monfter  (Mirovitch),  feebg  the  dead  body  of  the  prince,  was  fo  coa- 
fouaded  and  ftnick  at  a  fight  he  fe  fitde  tspeded,  that  he  acknowledged,  that  very 
inflaatt  hiaieaMrity  and  his  guilt,  aaddlfcovered  iiis  repentance  to  the  troop  whicb 
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'iribvut  IB  how  bdbte  he  had  iSeduccd  froo^  thar  duty,  ind  itadered  the  accMBpllMf 
of  his  aimtm 

4 

Then  it  was,  that  the  tw»  officers>  ilirho  had  nipped  this  rebelfion  In  the  budf  joined 
ivlth  the  goTernor  of  the  fortrefsy  in  fecaring  the  perfon  of  thii  rebel*  and  in  bring* 
log  back  the  (bldiers  to  their  duty.  They  alfafent  to  our  ptivy  cminfcllor  Paniot 
under  whofe  orders  they  aded»  a  rebtion  of  this  event*  which,  thongh  unhappy,  haa 
neverthelefs*  under  the  prote^Uon  of  heaven*  been  the  occafion  of  preventing  fi| 
greater  calamities.  This  fenator  difpatched  immediately  Uetttenant-coUnel  Kaftb* 
kin*  with  fufficient  inftni Ajods  to  maintain  the  pubfic  tranquillity*  to  prevent  dilL 
order  on  ^e  fpot  (i.  «.  where  the  affaffination  was  committed)*  and  fent  us*  at  tho 
iame  time*  a  courier  with  a  drcumftantial  account  of  the  whole  affair.  In  conlo» 
quence  of  this*  we  ovdacd  lieutenant-general  Weymam*  of  the  divifion  of  St.  P»> 
ter/borgt  to  take  the  neceflary  informations  upon  the  fpot  j  this  he  has  done*  an4 
|»s  fent  us  accordingly  the  interrogatories*  depofitiens*  and  the  confeiCoo  of  the 
^Saia  himfdf*  who  haa  acknowledged  his  guilt. 

Seafible  of  the  enorauty  of  hb  crime*  and  of  its  confequen^  with  legard  to  tho 
ycace  of  our  country*  we  have  referred  the  whole  affair  to  the  confideratioa  of  oopr 
Icoate*  which  we  have  ordersd*  joindy  with  the  fynod*  to  Invite  the  three  BHt 
claffet*  and  the  preltdcnts  of  all  the  coOeges,  to  hear  the  vdrbal  rebtion  of  geneid 
'Weymam,  who  has  taken  the  proper  Informations;  to  pronounce  fentesce  in'confe- 
^nence  thereof;  and*  after  that  fentence  has  been  figned*  to  prefent  it  to  us  ibr  our 
confirmarioo  of  the  fame. 

The  original  Is  figncd  by  her  Imperial  majefly*s  own  band. 
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REV.    WILLIAM    MASON. 

« 

*'  Th£  lives  of  men  of  Jetters*"  fays  Mafon*  in  his  Introdudioa 
to  the  Memoirs  of  Gray,  *^  feld&m  abound  with  incident:— 
I  willrpromife  my  reader,  that  he  (hall,  in  the  following  pages, 
feldom  behold  Mr.  Gray  in  any  better  light  than  that  of  a  fcho-; 
lar  and  a  poet," 

I  prefix  to  this  (hori  iketch  of  the  chancer  of  Mafon  his 

own  obfervation.    Mafon  was  a  man  of  letters,  a  poet,  and, 

^  moreoveri 
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IDoreover,  a  country  cler^man,  who  thought  it  incumbent  on 
him  to  devote  a  coofiderable  portion  of  time  to  bis  profefiional 
duties.  The  incidents  of  his  life,  therefore,  muft  be  necef- 
farily  confined,  and  thofe»  fuch  at  lead  as  belong  to  hii  poetical 
chzmGbSif  will  be  colleded,  (for  the  mod  part,  from  hb  own 
works*,  from  Gray *s  lettenfj  sind  the  various  literary  publi- 
cations conneflcd  with  Mafon's  writings. 

William  Mafon  was  the  fon  of  a  refpecbble  clergyman,  vicar 
of  St.  Trinity  Hall,  in  the  Elaft  Riding  of  Yorkfliire,  where  he 
TECcived  his  firft  grammatical  inftruftions.  His  ftudies,  prepara- 
tory to  his  going  to  college,  were  rather  favourable  to  cla£cal 
than  philofophical  purfuits :  he  had  an  early  pafllon  for  poetry 
and  painting ;  as  appears  from  his  epiftolary  addrefs  to  his 
ftther  in  1 746. 

Alike  when  aSive  fancy  tryM  to  trace 

The  rural  landfcape,  ind  th'  impaffion'd  face; 

How  to  my  aid  he  brought  each  written  rule 

And  free  defign  of  Painting's  various  fchool ; 

How  when  my  thoughts  firft  flow'd  in  tinkling  chime 

He  fmooth'd  the  verfe,  reformed  each  faulty  rhyme. 

Nor  check'd  the  mufe  juft  waking  in  the  ftrain. 

Left  love  of  verfe  ftiould  check  the  love  of  gain ; 

But  fmird  afienting,  fann'd  the  kindling  fire, 

And  funk  the  critic  in  the  partial  fire  X* 

At  the  proper  time  he  was  entered  of  St .  John's  college,  Cam- 
bridge, when  Dr.  Newcombc  was  mafter,  and  Powel  one  of 
the  tutors :  the  latter  was  author  of  a  volume  of  fermons,  that 
are  more  particularly  on  fubjeds  of  difcipline,  and  became  af- 
terwards a  zealous  opponent  of  thofe  members  of  the  uuiverfity 
who  wilhed  to  have  fubfcription  to  the  thirty-nine  articles  re- 
moved at  the  time  of  taking  degrees. 

It  dees  not  appear  that  Mafon  devoted  himfelf  much  to  ma- 
thematics, the  favourite  fiudy  at  Cambridge,     His  merit,  how- 

'  *  The  edition  of  fall  worki  printed  in  1796  and  1797-' 
f  In  Mafon't  Memoirt  of  the  Life  and  MTricings  of  Grajw 
{  Mafon's  Worka,  VoL  III.  p.  109. 
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ever,  and  his  talents,  procured  him  the.cfteetb  of  bis  tutor,  to 
whoTe  advice  it  was  owing  that  Mufssus  was  pubHflied,  th^  firft 
in  the  order  of  Mafon's  poems* 

While  an  under-graduate  our  author  was  didinguilhed  by  a 
ftudious  call  of  mind,  though  by  nO  means  dellitute  <^  focial 
manners,  nor  reckoned  an  indefatigable  (ludent. 

Here  too  each  focial  charm,  that  moft  endears ; 
Sincerity  with  ppen  eye, 
'    And  frolic  Wit,  and  Humour  fly. 
Sat  fweetly  mix'd  among  my  young  compeers: 
When  o'er  the  fobcr  bqwl. 
That  but  difpell'd  the  mind's  feverer  eloom. 
And  gave  the  budding  thought  its  perfedl  bloom. 
Truth,  took  its  circling  courfe,  and  flowM  from  foul  to 
foul*. 

While  of  St.  John's  college  he  took  his  bachelor's  and  maf- 

tcr  of  arts  degrees ;  but  never  advanced  further.     He  left  St. 

.    John's  in  1746,  and  returned  to  his  father  in 'Yorkihire.     On 

leaving  college  he  wrote  an  ode,  of  confiderable  merit,  in  which 

he  exprefles  the  higheft  refpedt  for  his  tutor. 

There  ftill  fliall  Gratitude  her  tribute  pay 
To  him  who  iirft  approv'd  my  infant  lay^ 
And  fair  to  Recolleftion's  eyes 
Shall  Powel's  various  virtues  rife  f. 

In  the  year  1747,  principally  through  the  influence  of  Gray, 
who,  on  account  of  certain  incivilities  fliewn  him  at  Peter^houfe, 
had  retreated  to  Pembroke-hall  {,  he  was  nominated  to  a  vacant 
fellowlhip  in  Pembroke-hall,  but  was  not  eleded  till  1749 :  this 
was  owing  to  a  difpute  between  the  matter  and  fellowB;  for  the 
mafter  refufed  bis  ailent,  and  claimed  a  negative;  nor  was  tha 

/  • 

*  04t  on  espedtng  f  rttum  to  Cambridge  i&  1747.    Vol.  IIL 
f  Ode  on  leaving  St«  John*s  College  in  1746.    Vol.  IIL 
%  Memoirs  of  the  lift  and  Writingt  «>f  Orajr,  p.  •41* 
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affair  oompromifed  till  after  a  litigation  of  two  years.  His  po* 
etical  tafte  firft  introduced  h'^m  to  the  acquaintance  of  Gray^  to 
whofe  correfling  hand  he  had  fubmitted  his  monody  on  the 
death  of  Pope»  atid  two  juvenile  poems,  pofleHed  of , much  merit. 
Thefc  were  II  Bellicofo  and  II  Pacificoa^  both  in  the  col]e£lion  of 
Mafon's  works,  written  in  imitation  of  Milton's  L'Allegro  and 
II  Penferofo. 

The  monody  was  written  at  the  time  of  Pope'sdeath,  in  1744^ 
but  was  not  publiflied  till  1747-  Independently  of  its  being  a 
fuccefsAil  imitation  of  the  various  ftyles  of  Chaucer,  .Spenfer, 
Hilton,  and  Pope,  this  monody  poflefles  much  of  the  true  po* 
etical  charaSer,  though  juftly  cenfurable  on  account  of  the 
iraft  profufion  of  clailical  imagery,  fcarcely  intelligible  to  a 
mere  English  reader.  The  fame  objedlion  may  juftly  be  brought 
againft  other  of  his  poems ;  more  particularly  his  Ode  to  a 
Water  Nymph,  publilhed  about  this  time  in  the  firft  volume  oF 
Dodfley's  Mifcellany. 

His  acquaintance  with  Gray,  as  might  be  expe^qd  in  )uch 
congenial  minds,  grew  into  a  warm  friendfhip,  which  only  ter- 
minated with  the  life  of  the  latter. 

It  may  not  be  unpleafmg  to  the  reader,  if  he  has  not  perufed 
it  before,  to  read  the  following  extraA  from  a  letter  of  Gray^s  to 
Dr.  Wharton,  written  July  5,  1748,  as  it  gives  the  true  cha- 
ra£ter  of  our  author  during  this  period.  "  Mr.  Mafon  is  my 
acquaintance ;  I  liked  that  ode  much,  but  have  found  no  one 
elfe  that  did.  He  has  much  fancy,  little  judgment,  and  a  good 
deal  of  modefty.  I  take  him  for  a  good  and  well-meaning  crea- 
ture, but  then  he  is  really  in  fimplicity  a  child. '  He  reads  little 
or  nothing,  writes  abundance,  and  that  with  a  defign  to  make 
a  fortune  by  it*." 

The  ode  alluded  to  was  that  to  the  Water  Nymph.     Mafon^s 
obfervation  on  this  letter  is  as  follows :-— *<  Men  of  the  world 
will  not  blame  me  for  writing  from  fq  prudent  a  motive  as  that 
of  making  my  fortune  by  it ;  and  yet  the  truth,  I  believe,  at  the  * 
time   was,  that  I  was   fttfcQly  well  (atisfied  if  my  publica- 

*  Memoirs  of  Cray,  p.  190* 
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tions  fumiihed  me  with  a  few  guineas  to  fee  a  play  or  an 
opera."  .  n 

In  another  letter  Gray  obferves  of  Mafon  as  follows:—"  He 
is  very  ingenious,  witli  great  good  nature  and  fimplicity ;  a  little 
▼ain,  but  in  fo  harmlefs  and' comical  a  way  that  it  does  not  ofiend 
one  at  all;  a  little  Ambitious,  but  withal  fo  ignorant  of  the 
world  and  its  ways,  that  this  does  not  hurt  him  in  one's  opini- 
ons; fo  fmcere  and  fo  undifguifed,  that  no  mind  with  a  fpark 
of  gencrofity  would  evtr  think  of  *hurting  him,  he  lies  (b  open 
to  injury ;  but  fo  indolent,  that  if  he  cannot  overcome  this  ha- 
bit, all  his  good  qualities  will  fignify  nothing  at  all  *." 

Our  author,  during  this  period,  was  diftingui(hed  not  more 
by  his  other  amiable  qualities,  than  by  his  attachment  to  the 
caufe  of  liberty ;  a  pailion  of  the  higheft  importance  to  the  in- 
tereft  of  fociety ,  and  eminently  favourable  to  poetic  enthufiafm. 
This  character  ftiongly  pervades  moft  of  his  poems ;  more  parti- 
cularly his  Ifis,  printed  in  1748,  in  which  he  oppofes  the  fpi- 
rit  of  jacobitifm,  which  was  by  no  means  extinguifhed  in  either 
of  our  univerfities  at  that  time :  the  attack,  however,  is  direiS- 
cd  againft  the  univerfity  of  Oxford.  This  poem  was  not  de- 
figned  for  pijblication.  A  parody  on  it,  however,  was  printed 
in  a  country  newfpaper,  and  reprinted  in  the  London  Evening 
Poft,  afcribed  to  the  late  Dr.  Byrom  of  Manchefter.  ^  Mafon 
forbore  to  reprint  it  in  any  former  edition  of  his  poems,  thinking 
it  too  fatirical  f. 

Thomas  Warton,  afterwards  poet-laureat,  took  fire  at  this 
poem,  and  printed,  what  Mafon  ingenuoully  called  an  elegant 
anfwer  to  it,  the  Triumph  of  Ids,  a  poem  in  point  of  harmo* 
nious  veriification,  and  pointed  indignation,  fuperior,  perhaps^ 
even  to  Isis.  This  was  printed,  together  with  Mafon's,  in 
Dodfley^s  Mifcellanies ;  our  author,  therefore,  ^ivcs  the  liis  a 
place  in  the  complete  edition  of  his  works,  altering,  however^ 
the  title  from  an  elegy  to  a  monologue,  ^  not  being  in  alter- 
nate rhyme. 

*  Memolif  of  Gny/  p.  107. 

i  Mafon'f  Workt,  VolIIL  p.  ut. 
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Mafon  haid  by  this  time  obtained  confiderable  reputation  as  a 
poety  arid,  when  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  was  indalled  chancellor  of 
the  univerfity,  July  i,  1749,  was  requefted  to  compofe  an  ode  on 
thp  occaiion,  which  was  fet  to.  muCc  by  Dr.  Boyce»  and  per- 
formed in  the  fenatc-houfe.  'This  ode  pofleOes  the  true  fire  of 
lyric  poetry.  Gray  fpoke  of  it  as  follows,  •*  Mafon 's  ode  was 
the  only  entertainment  that  had  any  tolerable  elegance ;  and  for 
xny  own  part  f  think,  with  fome  little  abatement,  uncommonly 
well  onjuch  an  occajtou*.*^ 

A  little  after  the  death  of  his  father,  our  poet  went  into  otden. 
His  father  died,  in  1753,  of  an  infedlious  fever,  which  at  the  fame 
time  carried  oflF  a  mod  intimate  friend,'with  whom  Mafon  had 
been  brought  up  ,from  infancy,  Dr.  Marmaduke  Pricket,  a 
young  phyfician. 

Mafon  felt  this  affliSion  feverely,  for  his  heart  was  formed  for 
domefttc  endearments.  Gray,  in  a  letter  on  this  occaiion  to 
Mafon,  fpeaks  in  this  ftrong  manner :  **  I  have  feen  the  place 
you  defcribe,  and  know  how  dreadful  it  is.  I  know,  too,  I  am 
the  better  for  it.  We  are  all  idle  and  thoughtlels  things,  and 
have  no  (enfe,  no  ufe  in  the  world,  any  longer  than  that  fad  iai-« 
preffion  lafls :  the  deeper  it  is  engraved  the  better  f." 

Our  author  went  into  orders  in  1754,  and  found  a  patron  in 
the  earl  of  Holdemefs.  Through  his  influence  he  was  advanced 
to  be  a  chaplain  to  the  king,  and  oUa'uied  the  livhig  of  Aftoo, 
which  was  of  confiderable  value.  Much  chalVity  and  elegance 
characterise  Maibn^s  fonnet,  addreffed  to  the  earl  of  Holdernefs. 

D*Arcy,  to  thee,  whatever  of  happier  vein, 
Smit  with  the  love  of  fong,  my  youth  eilay'd, 
This  verfe  devotes  from  Afton's  fecret  (hakle, 
Where  lettered  eafe,  thy  gift,  endears  the  fcene  $ . 

An  obfervation  jQiould  be  here  made. 

Notwithdanding  Mafon  and  Gray  have  addrefled  odes  to 
two  or  three  noble  chara<3ers,  they  are  not  to  be  confounded 
with  the  tribes  of  poetical  flatterers.     They  pofTefied  a  donfcious 

•  Gray's  Menokt.  f  Itiid.  p.  2^t. 

X  Pcdkatory  Sooatt  to  Mafoa^a  Poema. 
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Jenre  of  talents,  with  a  $gnified  fupenority  to  fulfome  adulation. 
The  fonnet  addrefTed  to  lord  Holdernefs  is  penned  with  the 
greateft  delicacy  and  niodefty,  and  evidently  flows  from  the  heart. 
The  inftallation  ode  was  written  at  the  folicitation  of  the  vice- 
chancellor  * ;  Gray's  ode  on  the  inftaliatton  of  thfe  duke  of  Graf* 
ton,  independently  of  the  importance  of  the  occafion,  vras  written 
una&cd,  and  received  fome  of  its  moft  glowing  colouring  Ax>ra  a 
(enfe  of  recent  obligation:  nothing  can  exceed  the  elegant,  yeC 
pointed  manner  in  which  Gray  exprefied  himfelf  on  this  ocai« 
iion.  *^  I  do  not  fee  why  Gratitude  (hould  fit  filent,  and  leave  it 
10  £xpe£katioti  to  fingf/' 

PiAdarJ,  Horace,  and  afterwards  poor  Dryden,  wereextrtvi* 
gant  admirere  of  greatnefe.  But  Mafbn,  and  more  particularly 
Gray,  carried  their  fpirit  the  oppoiitc  way,  and,  in  the  judgment 
of  many,  to  a  degree  of  faftidioyiiiefs  and  affedation :  they  onljr 
not  defpifed  artificial  greatnefs;  and,  indeed,  on  moft  occafiens 
Gray,  as  may  be  feen  throughont  his  memoirs,  takes  Opportunity 

of  (heeriiig  at  it. 

» 

Beneath  the  good  how  far,  but  far  above  the  great. 

Gray's  Progress  of  Poesy* 

This  pride  of  language,  however,  (for  in  Gray  more  particu- 
larly it  mufl  be  called  by  this  name)  arofe  rather  from  a  con* 
fcioufnefs  of  talents,  than  a  well-principled  and  philoTophlcal  diC- 
like  of  hereditary  rank.  "  1  love  men  of  diftin(ftion,"  fays  Gray, 
fpeaking  of  Cartifmandua's  fons,  in  Caraflacus :  "  they  were 
men  before,  whom  nobody  knew ;  one  could  not  have  made  them 
a  bow,  if  one  had  n^et  them  at  a  public  place  §  !*'  But  fuperior 
minds  fometimes  throw  o>ir  important  truths,  when  they  are  little 
awxre  of  it. 

In  1756  our  author  publifhed  four  odes,  all  of  them  excellent. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  fay  which  is  moft  to  be  admired,  whe- 
ther the  ftru^lure  of  the  vcrfe,  the  vividnefs  of  the  conception, 
or  the  fpirit  of  liberty  and  the  ardent  love  of  independence 
tfaronghottt.    The  addrels  to  Milton,  in  his  Ode  to  Memory, 

•  Mafon*!  World,  Vol.  III.  p.  9.  f  Gray's  McmoirJ. 

X  Find.  Oa.  OL  I.  Sub  fin.  §  Ibid.  p.  252. 
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and  to  Andrew  Marvel,  in  that  to  Indepen<jence^  cannot  be  X09 
niuch  admired.  In  his  fine  lines  on  Melancholy,  his  fondaeft 
for  alliteration  is  too  obfervable. 

Thefe  and  other  odes  of  Mafon's,  together  with  Gi^ay's,  gave 
birth  to  two  odes  to  Obfcurity  and  Oblivion^  written  by  Colman 
and  Lloyd,  as  parodies  on  Gray's  and  Maibn's.  Dr.  Anderfon^^ 
ever  ready  to  b^flow  on  each  poet  his  appropriate  praife,  juftly 
calls  then)  admirable  parodies ;  and  even  Gray  copld  not  but  ac^ 
knowledge  their  humoar.  **  tie  (Gorman)  makes  tolen^lefun 
enough  where  I  underftand  him,  which  is  not  always." 

But  what  Lloyd  over  his  bottle  might  think  obfcure,  men  m 
their  (bber  fenfes  have  thought  fublime  and  Itfminous'.^-nor 
lutve  Johnibn*s  criticifms  deftroyed  their  reputation  f. 

In  fpeaking^  however,  thus  of  Llojd,  "  I  0y  no  means  would 
be  thought  to  underrate  his,  wit,  or  to  fet  at  nought  hit  critica 
ditcemroent. '  He  pofiefled  much  of  both,  and  all  poet  laurcatSf 
{MToTeilbrs  of  poetry,  and  young  ^bards,  from  both  our  univerfities, 
though  at  the  very  top  of  ParnaiTus,  may  receive  nooch  inftruftioit, 
as  the  town  has  entertainment,  from  his  "  poetry  profefibrst. 
Even  Gray  and  Mafon  might  have  been  taught  from  it  to  drop 
ibme  of  their  bloilbms,  or  more  properly  their  fchool-boy  and 
univerfity  prejudices.     But  it  is  time  to  return  to  Afton* 

The  vicarage  of  Afton  was  peculiarly  agreeable  to  our  poel« 
It  brought  him  to  refide  in  his  native  county,  and  placed  him 
in  a  genteel  independence ;  it,  moreover,  found  him  employment 
agreeable  to  his  difpofition.  He  was  fond  of  the  paftpral  office^ 
and,  as  a  preacher,  generally  admired :  among  his  pariihioners  he 
was  much  efteemed ;  and,  though  he  difplayed  a  fuflkient  degree 
of  elegance  and  hofpitality  among  his  more  mtimate  friends,  he 
overlodced  not  the  poor.  When  appointed  precentor  of  York, 
he  compofed  a  book  on  church  mulic,  which  was  of  ufe  alio  tQ 
bis  pariihioners,  whom  he  prefented  with  an  organ.  In  fiiort,  aa 
a  country  clergyman  he  maintained  a  very  refpedahle  chara£ter* 

*  Life  of  Uoyd,  in  the  LWet  of  the  finglifli  Poets,  by  Dr.  Andeifoii,  VoL  X» 
\  S^  JohafoR^s  Life^f  Ony.    The  critic  tMiet  thnwgbotK  to  link  the  cba« 

fader  of  the  poet  \  iasf^^  of  hit  criticifmt,  however,  aie  tccvnte,  bat  mixed  with 

perfonal  dillikes  tnd  jealoufies. 

X  His  works  ceinpletf  «re  10  Dr.  Andctfon^i  edition  of  the  EngSfr  Poets. 
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That  he  was  a  believer  in  Chriftlanity  cannot  be  doubts 
ed,  whatever  may  be  faid  6i  Gray.  His  poems,  however,  never 
manifeft  the  violenc^  of  a  bigot,  or  the  wrangler  for  metaf^y- 
fical  niceties;  actrcumftancewhidi,  poetically  confidered,  fhew 
the  folidity  of  his  judgment ;  for  fuch  a  fpirit  gives  littleneis  to 
poetry,  though  great  poets  have  fallen  into  it. 

This  agreeable  retreat  was  favourable  to  our  authored  genius 
for  poetry^  and  his  love  of  pidurefqae  fcenery,  on  which,  from 
his  early  youth,  he  was  accuftomed  to  exercife  his  imagination. 
This  love,  at  length,  difplayed  itfolf  at  large  lA  his  Engliih  Gar-  , 
land,  and  was  the  foundation  of  his  long  and  lading  friendfhip 
with  Gilpin*. 

Our  author  was  fortunate  in  his  inatrimoilial  connexion ;  tru'^ 
'  ly  fortunate,  if  perfonal  charms  and  moral  excellence  could  have 
rendered  him  fo ;  but  truly  unfortunate,  iq  being  deprived  of  them 
fo  immaturely.  He  was  married,  in  1765^  to  a  moft  amiable  wo« 
man,  whde  health  was  but  indifferent  at  the  time  of  their  mar* 
riage ;  ihe  fell  at  length  into  a  rapid  confumption,  when  Mafon 
went  with  her  to  the  laft  retreat  of  hopelefs  decline,  Briftol  hot- 
welk,  where  fhe  died  in  1767.  Gray*s  letter  to  Mafon,  while  at 
that  place,  is  full  of  eloquence ;  Upon  which  the  latter  obferves^ 
**  I  opened  it  almoft  at  the  precife  moment  when  it  w6uld  be 
neoeiTanly  moft  afle&ing."  Our  poet  wrote  pn  the  occafion  the 
firft  and  the  moft  aSc&mg  of  his  fonncts  f. 

We  muft  now  fpeak  a  word  or  two  concerning  his  two  dra- 
matic works,  Elfrida  and  Carac^acus. 

It  may  perhaps  be  agreeable  to  the  reader  to  receive  Mafon's 
own  account  of  his  obje^  in  the  dramas,  as  explained  in  a  letter 
to  a  friend. 

•*  Had  I  intended  to  give  an  exa^  copy  of  the  ancient  drarpa, 
your  objeSiohs  to  the  prefent  poem  would  be  unanfvverable. 
But  my  defign  was  much  lefs  confined  :  I  meant  only  to  purfuc 
the  ancient  method,  fo  far  as  it  is  probable  a  Greek  poet,  were 
he  alive,  would  now  do,  in  order  to  adapt  himfelf  to  the  genius 

*  Author  of  the  £6iy  ea  Pf€turei^e  Beauty,  Obr«nrat«oni  on  the  Moupuios 
and  Lakes  of  CpmberUiK}  and  WeftmorelaJid,  &c» 
t  MafoA  •  Works,  Vol.  I.  p.  65. 
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of  Out  times,  and  the  chara6ler  of  our  tragedy.  According  to 
this  notion,  every  thing  was  to  be  allowed  to  the  prefent  tafte^ 
which  nature  and  Ariftotle  could  poffibly  difpenfc  with ;  and 
nothing  of  intrigue  or  refinement  was  to  be  admitted,  at  which 
ancient  judgment  could  reafonably  take  o£Fence.  Good  fenfe,  as 
well  as  antiquity,,  prefcribcd  an  adherence  to  the  three  great 
unities ;  thefe,  therefore,  were  ftriflly  obferved.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  follow  the  modern  mailers  in  thofe  refpe£b» 
wherein  they  had  not  fo  faintly  deviated  from  their  predeceflbrs,  a 
ftory  was  chofen,  in  which  the  tender,  rather  than  the  noble  paf- 
lions,  were  predoipinant,  and  in  which  love  had  the  principal 
fhare*." 

This  is  the  charafter  of  Elfrida ;  the  obfeiTation  will  alfo  apply 
to  Carad^acus;  except,  that  the  principal  charadler  of  the  latter 
is  heroic. 

It  Appears,  then,  that  Mafon's  ambition  was  tofteer  between  the 
irregularity  of  Shakefpearc,  and  the  clafiical  feverity  of  Miltonr. 
The  fot|(ier,  not  more  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  his  mighty  genius, 
than  adedre  to  humour  the  falfe  tafte  of  the  age,  broke  through 
alt  the  ancient  rules ;  the  latter  was  not  inferiorto  Shakdpeare  m 
talent,  but  difdained  the  lawlefs  pra6tice  of  his  own  times*  Too 
proud  to  court  fame,  he  left  her  to  follow  at  her  own  leifure  :  I 
allude  to  his  Conduft  in  his  admirable  drama  f,  formed,  with- 
out any  concefCon  to  Englifh  cuftom,  on  the  flrift  -  laws  of 
Ariftotle. 

Of  thefe  two  dramas,  the  former  gained  the  greateft  (hare  of 
public  applaufe ;  but  the  latter,  and  it  fhould  feem  juftly,  the 
greateft  approbation  from  ingenious  criticifm :  for  public  admi- 
ration, and  the  truth  of  criticifm,  are  not  always  the  (ame, 
though  they  are  apt  to  be  confounded. 

Thefe  poems  have  eftablUhcd  the  character  of  Mafon  as  a 
poet,  beyond  any  other ;  the  principal  objeft  of  both  was  to  make 
an  experiment,  how  far  the  irregularity  and  intrigue,  too  obferv- 


•  Letter  I.  on  £lM4a,  in  Mafoa's  Works,  Vol.  i.  p.  273, 

^  f  Samfon  Agonlflcs.  . 
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oble  on  the  Englifh  ftage,  might  be  remedied  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  chorus,  fo  effential  a  part  of  the  Greek  drama. 

"  You  may  fay  what  you  will,"  faid  Gray,  "  but  the  con- 
trivance, the  manners,  the  interefts,  the  paffions,  and  the  expref- 
fion,  go  beyond  the  dramatic  part  of  your  Elfrula,  many,  many 
leagues.  1  even'fay,  though  you  will  think  me  a  bad  judge  of 
this,  that  the  world  will  think  it  better*." — But  that  faftidious 
critic  was  miftaken. 

Oa  another  occafion,  fpeaking  of  thefe  two  plays,  Gray  ob- 
ferves,  "  Caraftacus  is  the  work  of  a  man ;  whereas  Elfrida  is 

that  of  a  boy  :  a  promifing  boy,  indeed,  and  of  no  cojumoh  ge- 
nius ;  yet  this  is  th^  popular  performance,  and  the  other  little 
known  in  comparifon," 

Mafon's  fuccefs,  however,  with  both  his  dramatic  poems  was  - 
beyond  his  moft  fanguine  expe(Sation.  They  are  his  firft  at- 
tempts at  blank  verfe  before  the  public^  except  a  few  lines  on 
Muiseus,  and  are  corred,  harmonious,  energetic,^abounding  fre- 
quently with  double  endings,  like  our  other  dramatic  writings ; 
not  fo  mellifluous  as  Milton's,  nor  fo  negligently  cbnftrttfted  as 
Shakefpcare's ;  of  a  charadter  fomewhat  between  bptli,  and  fome- 
times  coming  fo  near  each,  as  ftrongly  to  refemble  their  principal 
excellencies.  Elfrida  was  fet  to  mufic  by  Dr.  Arne,  and  per- 
formed with  great  applaufe  at  Covent-Garden  theatre,  and  in 
1779  ^^  prepared  again  for  the  ftage,  with  new  mulic  by 
Giardini ;  in  1776  Caraftacus  was  adapted  to  mufic. 

The  plots  of  thefe  dramas  are  well-conducled,  the  incidents 
ftriking;  and,  though  they  arc  profcffedly  written*  on  the  Greek 
model,  the  eye  is  never  fhocked  with  thofe  difgufting  reprefenta- 
tions  that  were  allowed  on  the  Greek  ftage.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  author  never  falls  into  thofe  conceits,  and  what  Voltaire  calls 
theatrical  indecencies '\- y  which  had  been  fo  frequently  introduced 
into  the  Englifli  tragedy. 

With  refpe(3:  to  the  introduftion  of  a  chorus,   the  diftin-* 
guifhing  feature  of  thefe  dramatic  poems,  various  objcSions  have 
been  advanced ;  and  we  have  been  told  it  fuits  but  ill  with  the 


i  .> 


*  Memoirs  of  Gray,  p.  251. 

\  Voltaire's  Critical  Eflays  on  Dramatic  Poetry, 
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£ngli(h  ftage :  the  aathor  of  the  Poeticals  Prsledkms  *,  and 
even  the  ingenious  Vokaire,  the  great  admirer  of  the  fimplictty 
of  the  Greek  tragedy,  agree  to  difclaim  it.-  One  excellence^ 
how(;ver,  without  going  farther,  the  Greek  drama  potkSed  in 
the  ufe  of  their  chorus,  which  has  not  been  fupplted  by  modern 
art.  Bifliop  Hurd  judicioufly  obierves,  **  the  importance  of  the 
oflSce  of  th^  chorus,  to  the  uMty  of  the  reprefentation,  is  fo  great, 
that,  in  a  moral  view,  nothing  can  compenlate  for ^  the  defi- 
ciency t«'* 

To  this  obfervation  alfo  fhould  be  added  Gray's :  *'  I  am  (Iruck 

with  the  chorus,  who  are  not  there  merely  to  fing  and  dance, 
.but  bear  throughout  a  principal  part  In  the  a£lion,  and  have  (be- 
fide  the  coftume^  which  is  excellent)  as  much  a  charadlcr  of 
their  own,  as  any  other  perfon." 

Gray  is  here  fpeaking  in  reference  to  Ariftotle's  rule  fer  the 
chorus^  that  it  ihould  be  a  member  of  the  dramatic  compofitioo, 
as  in  Sophocles,  and  not  a  firing  of  fongs  unconnedted  with  the 
fubjedi  Xy  as  it  was  \t\  Agatha. 

Another  charadleriftic  feature  of  thefe  dramas  is  the  excel- 
lence of  their  dcfcriptions,  which  are  fometimes  bold  and  glowing* 
yet  fimple,  much  in  the  manner  of  Shakefpeare.  The  fiibulous 
or  mythological  colouring  alfo  is  natural,  becaufe  Britifh^  of  a 
piece  with  the  ftories,  and  thrown  into  the  mouth  of  proper 
dramatic  perfonages.  Gray  and  Mafon  themfelves  were  aware  of 
the  neceffity  of  preferving  this  diftin£kion  here,  though  in  other 
inftances,  in  conformity  to  their  clalfical  tafte,  and  the  coftume 
of  modern  poets,  going,  however,  fail  out  of  fafliion,  they  vio- 
lated the  principle. 

Where  the  whole  is  fo  excellent,  it  will  not  be  necefiary  Xm 

^  Pnelc^llobet  Poet.  Aadore  Jofepbo  Trapp,  A.  M. 

•^  Die  bonis  faveatque  et  conciljeiur  amicit, 
£t  regat  iratos,  et  unct  peccare  tlaiente». 
Ille  dapet  hudet  menfat  brcvis,  ilie  falubrem 
Juftitiain,  kgerq,ue,  et  apercit  otia  portii. 

Hob.  Abi  Poet*  t^s* 
See  Biihop  UQrd*8  Notes  to  the  Art  of  Poetry. 
{  Ariftot.  ni^i  n«iiT.  18. 
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point  out  particular  beaiities.  The  pindarlcods  io  Elfrida,  begia- 

Say,  will  no  white^rob'd  Ton  of  light. 
Swift  darting  from  his  heavenly  height,  &c. 

has  been  much  admired.  The  ode  in  which  the  following  ftanza 
is  contained,  is  truly  fublime :  its  fublimity,  however,  does  not 
proceed  from  Mafon^s  favourite  ponceit,  the  alliteration. 

Hark !  heard  ye  not  yon  footftep  dread. 
That  (hook  the  earth  with  thundering  tread  ? 

*Twas  death : — in  hafte 

The  warrior  paft : — 
High  tower'd  his  helmed  head : 

I  mark'd  his  mail ;  I  markM  his  fhield ; 

I  fpy'd  the  fparkling  of  his  fpear  \ 
I  faw  his  giant  arm  the  falchion  wield ; 
Wide  wav*d  his  bickering  blade,  and  fir'd  the  angry  air. 

m 

Gray  ufes  alliterations  not  fo  often  as  Mafon.  Johnfon  properly 
obferves,  **  The  critical  refemblances,  or  alliterations,  are  be!ow 
the  grandeur  of  a  poem  that  aims  at  fublimity  *.'^ 

Two  other  dramatic  pieces  have  been  written  by  our  author ; 
the  firfl:  a  lyrical  drama,  in  three  a£ls,  entitled  Sappho ;  the 
latter,  called  Argentile  and  Curan,  a  legendary  drama.  The 
Sappho  contains  fome  good  poetry,  more  efpecially  in  the  prelimi- 
nary fcene ;  and  two  or  three  very  pretty  fongs.  The  fccne 
lies  in  Sicilvy  and  the  ftory  is  Grecian.  Venus,  Cupid,  and  a 
Kaiad,  therefore,  are  here  very  proper  perfonagcsy  not  contrary 
to  the  rule 

Deniquejlt  quidvlsj  Jimplex  duntaxet  iff  unum. 

*'  Fofieffing  fimplicity  of  defigii,  an4  a  oneneis  of  mythology/* 


*  John/on'i  Life  o(  Griy^— The  aHiterationa  I  allude  to,  however,  «rc  not  tkofe 

» 

marked  by  Johnfon :  Tor  where  they  go  not  beyond  two  words,  as  •■  \ 

Ruin  feize  thee,  ruthlefi  king, 
thcy  are  not  fo  ceofurable  as  the  following  ;•— 


Ai  down  the  fteep  of  Snowdon^s  Ihaggy  fidr. 
Weave  the  warp,  and  weave  the  woof 
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Tho  legendary  tale,  written  on  the  old  Englifli  model,  pol- 
fefles  coiifiderable  merit,  and  deferves  to  be  better  known. 

The  elegy  (for  an  account  \s  next  to  be  given  of  his  elegies) 
admits  not  the  fublimity,  but  requires  fomething  of  the  elegance 
of  the  ode.  Horace  calls  this  mcafure  exiguus  elegos,  flender 
elegies :  it  is  well  adapted  to  fcrious  and  melancholy  fubjedVs, 
but  not  exclufively.  Thccheerfulnefs  of  fpring,  the  commu- 
nicativenefs  of  friendftiip,  and  the  tcndernefs  of  love,  move  as 
agreeably  in  elegiac  meafure,  as  the  horrors  of  death,  or  the  que- 
ruloufnefs  of  difappointment.  "The  epilljes  of  Ovid,  no  lefs  thaa 
his  Triftium,  are  elegiac,  and  TibuUus  and  Catullus  are  called 
elegiac,  no  lefs  in  their  fportive,  than  in  their  ferioas  moments. 
•  Our  author  has  written  fix  poems,  to  which  he  afiRxes  the 
name  of  elegy,  fome  of  a  melancholy,  all  of  a  ferious  and  moral 
caft.  llie  firft,  addrcfled  to  a  young  nobleman  on  leaving  the 
uni^'crfity,  was  written  m  1753  :  the  advice  throughout  is  elo- 
quent, and  the  ciofe  of  it  more  particularly  weighty  and  fen- 
tentious.  '  The  fecond  elegy,  in  the  garden  of  a  friend,  wa$ 
written  in  1758  ;  the  fentlments  in  this  arc  interefting,  the  de- 
fcriptions  natural,  the  arrangement  is  agreeable,  "  thcexpreffion/* 
I  here  borrow  Gray's  words,  "  fometimes  too  eafy."  Tliis 
was  written  in  the  garden  of  an  Etigliih  friend,  who  might, 
therefore,  fairly  enough  have  afked  the  poet  who  the  lady  and 
gentleman  mentioned,   or  beings,   more  than  mortals,  are  ? 

How  foori  obedient  Flora  brought  her  (lore. 

And  o'er  thy  breaft  a  fhower  of  fragrance  hung ; 

Verturhnus  came;  his  carlieft  blooms  he  bore, 
And  thy  rch  fides  witli  waving  purple  hung*. 

The  third  is  addreffed  to  theprefent  bifhop  Hurd,  then  vicar  of 
Thurcafton  in  Leiceflerfliire,  to  whofe  critical  judgment  he 
bad.  fubmitted  his  poetical  compofitions :  the  introdu£lion  and 
ending  of  this  ode  are  very  excellent  fentiments.  His  fourth^ 
written  in  1760,  on  the  death  of  lady  Coventry,  has  beerf 
much  admired ;  and,  in  point  of  novelty  of  defign,  elegance  of 

•  Mafon's  Works,  Vol.  I. 
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compofition,  and  manly  tendemefs,  may  be  conQdered  as  his 
thef  itoieure. 

For  fhe  was  fair  beyond  your  brighteft  bloom, 
•        (This  envy  owns,  fin6e  now  her  bloom  is  fled). 
Fair  as  the  forms,  that  wove  iii  Fancy's  loom, 
Float  in  light  vifions  round  the  poet's  head. 

The  {lru6ture  of  thefe  lines  is  truly  elegiac,  and  the  fehtiment 
beautifully*  poetic,  a  fair  fpecimen  of  the  whole.  I  muft  ob- 
ferve,  however,  though  it  is  but  noticing  a  fpeck  of  dirt  on  a 
mirror,  that  this  poem  abounds  too  much  with  antithefis, 
which  does  not  agree  with  the  folemn,  dignified,  and  tender 
f:hara(^er  of  this  elegy :  * 

In  life  to  lavifh,  or  in  death  to  fpare, 

Or  {hades  with  horror  what  with  fmiles  fhould  glow. 

The  elegy  addrefled  to  Mifs  Pelham  on  the  death  of  her  fa- 
ther (I  take  thefe  elegies  in  the  order  in  which  they  ftand^  in 
the  laft  edition  of  I^Iafon's  works),  was  written  in  1754,  though 
not  printed  till  the  year  179^,  on  account  of  ^r.  Garrick'sode 
on  the  fame  fubjeft,  which  (I  borrow  Mafon's  words)  <'  got 
the  ftart  of  his  ;  for  a  poem,  whofe  merit  rqfted  chiefly  on  pic- 
turefque  imagery,  and  what  is  termed  pure  or  mere  poetry,  was 
not  calculated  to  vie,  in  point  of  popularity,  with  what  was 
written  in  a  plainer  and  lefs  figurative  mode,  and  conveyed  in  a 
more  familiar  ftyle  and  ftanza."  This  elegy  poflfeflcs  confiderable 
merit,  but  is  in  many  degrees  inferior  to  the  preceding. 

The  laft  of  his  elegies  was  written  in  the  year  1787,  in  a 
church-yard  in  South  Wales,  which,  though  it  favours  of  old 
age,  being  fomewhat  prattling,  tame,  and  disjointed,  yet  is 
it  the  old  aee  of  Mafon,  and  pofiefles  confiderable  excellence  : 
the  principal  feature  in  it  Is  derived  from  the  quftom  in  South 
Wales,  of  planting  flowers  and  herbs  on  the  graves  of  their  re- 
lations and  friends.  It  is  well  chara£terized,  by  a  friend  of  Ma- 
fon's, thus: — **  In  the  general  church- yard  (he  alludes  to  Gray's 
elegy  in  a  country  church-yard)  contemplation  is  more  widely 
cj^tended ;  in  the  other,  particular  concern  is  more  nearly  im- 

X  4  prefled. 
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prcffcd.  His  verfss  infpire  felemnityy  which  awes  and  arrefts 
the  mind.  Yours  breathe  a  tcmlernefs,  which  foftens  and  at- 
tradlsthc  heart.  There  are  ftanzas,  in  Gray *s  elegy>  of  what  I 
venture  to  call  fublime  melancholy;  in  yours  of  extreme 
fenfibility.**  ^ 

It  fhould  be  juft  obfcrved  of  this  elegy,  that  fome  of  the  end- 
ings of  the  lines,  where  the  principal  Arength  (hould  reft,  are, 
fometimes,  by  the  da^ylic  termination,  weakened ;  and  that  the 
four  laft  lines,  where  the  principal  weight  of  the  pioral  reflec- 
tions (hould  have  ^refted,  are  too  antithetical)  and  even  epigram- 
natic,  a  turn  for  fa  fenfible  a  poem. 

Unfeeling  Wit  may  fcorn,  and  Pride  may  frown. 
Yet  Fancy,  emprefs  of  the  realms  of  fong, 
'  Shall  blefs  the  decent  mode,  and  Reafon  own, 

It  may  be  right : — for  who  can  prove  them  wrong  t 

Our  'author  has  written  many  (horter  pieces  at  different  pe- 
riods, and  on  different  occafidns,  in  a  fpirit  fomewhat  fimilar  to 
that  difplayed  in  his  elegies :  fuch  as  fonnets,  epitaphs,  infcrip- 
tions,  &c.  But  we  Aiall  not  detain  the  reader  by  entering  on 
an  examination  of  them. 

July  1 77 1  was  an  era  the  moft  diftreffing  in  the  life  of  our 
author.  In  1770  he  was  vifited  at  Afton  by  Gray,  for  the  laft 
time.  The  health  of  the  latter  was  then  precarious.  He  re- 
turned to  Pembroke-hall,  whence  his  laft  letter  to  Mafen  is 
dated,  written  at  the  end  of  May  1771,  when  he  removed  to 
London.  He  returned  thence  to  college,  where  this  £ne  genius 
paid  the  debt  of  nature.  He  died  of  a  gout  in  the  ftomach. 
Thus  was  Mafon  deprived  of  his  guide;,  philofopher,  and 
friend. 

When  ^afon  received  this  fad  intelligence  he  was  at  a 
diftance  from  the  direft  poft,  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  Yorkfliirc. 
He  haftened  to  Cambridge;  but  did  not  arrive  there  till  the 
corpfe  had  been  interred.  The  funeral  obfcquies  had  been  per- 
formed under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Brown,  mafter  of  Pembroke- 
hall  ;  but  Mafon  united  in  the  performance  of  the  other  trufls, 
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having  been  made  joint  executor  with  tbe  dofior.  The  fol- 
lowing epitaph  was  writtien  by  Mafooi  a(nd  inficribed  on  a  mona* 
ment  in  Weftminfter  Abbey,  ere£ted  at  the  joint  expcnce  of 
]Dr.  Brown,  Richard  Stonehewer,  auditor  of  the  exchequer,  and 
our  author  >  « 

No  more  the  Grecian  mufe  unrivall'd  reigns; 

Te  Britain  let  the  nations  homage  pay ; 
She  felt  a  Homer*s  fire  in  Milton's  flrams» 

A  Pindar's  rapture  in  tbe  lyre  of  Gniy« 

We  have  already  noticed  our  author's  early  attachment  to  the 
ART  OF  painting:  this  is  confpicuous  throughout  his  writ- 
ings, but  more  particularly  in  his  tranilation  of  that  admirable 
work,  Du  Frcfnoy's  Art  of  Painting ;  a  work  with  which  no 
painter  or  poet  (hould  be  unacquainted. 

The  poem  being  preceptive,  is  to  be  confidered^  like  Horace's 
Art  of  Poetry,  more  as  a  difplay  of  rules,  than  an  attempt  at 
poetic  excellence.  The  tranflatioi^  alfo  mufl,  in  like  aiannerj| 
b€  taken  with  thefe  grains  of  allowance : 

Non  roihi  Pieridum  chorus  hie,  nee  Apollo  vocandus, 
Majus  ut  eloquium  njimeris,  aut  Gratia  &ndi 
Dogmaticis  illuftret  opus  rationibus  horrens ; 
Cum  nitida  tantum  &  facili  digefta  loquela, 

Ornari  praecepta  negent,  contenta'doceri*. 

t 

Notwithflanding  this  declaration,  fome  parts  potkfs  great  fplrit 
and  elegant  poetry.  The  following  is  an  example  of  this  kind. 
Du  Frefnoy  is  fpeaking  concerning  the  gothic  ignorance  of  the 
barbarous  ages : 

Quels  ubi  bella,  famem,  et  peftem,  difcordia,  Ltixas^ 
Et  Romanorum  Res  grandior  intulit  orbi, 
Ingenuae  periere  artes,  periere  fuperbse 
Art ifi cum. moles ;  fua  tunc  miracula  vidit 
Ignibus  abfaipi  PiQura  ;   latere  coadta 
Fornicibus,  fortem  et  reliquam  confidere  Cryptis ; 
'  Marmoribus  que  diu  Sculptura  jacere  fepultis. 

•  pc  ArU  Graphica,  V.  25. 
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Mafon's  tranflation   ranks   not   among   his  .firil  works;    as  ^ 
whole,  the  poem  itfelf  is  truly  excellent. 

Inhere  is  one  principle  contained  in  it  which  it  would  be  ha- 
zardous, perhaps,  to  controvert.  It  has  obtained  the  fanf^ioa 
of  the  venerable  critics,  and  the  fublimeft  poets  of.  antiquity ; 
and  of  courfe  is  received  as  facred  truth  by  manv  moderns.— 
It  is  this :  ^        ' 

Ilia  labore  gravi,  Studio  monitifque  Magiftri 
Ardua  pars  nequit  addifci  rariffima  :  namque, 
/    Ni  prius  aethereo  rapuit  quod  ab  axe  Prometheus 
Sit  jubar,  infufum  menti  cum  flamine  vitae, 
Mortali  baud  cuivis  divina  hsec  munera  dantur  : 
Non  uti  Daedaleam  licet  omnibus  ire  Corinthum, 

This  belief  may,  perhaps,  have  urged  fome  fuWime  geniufes 
t6  take  great  and  fuccefsful  flights ;  but  even  they  have  occafioii- 
ally  been  led  by  it,  ta  borrow  Johnfon's  exprelSon,  "  to  phan- 
taftic  fopperies."  And  it  has  too  often  led  others,  who  have 
not  drank  fo  deep  at  the  Caftalian  fpring,  to  ridiculous  conceits 
and  haz;ardous  experiments. 

Some  clerks,  fore-doom 'd  their  fathers'  fouls  to  crols, 
Who  pen  a  ftanza,  when  tlfey  fliould  engrofs*. 

Mafon's  tranflation  is  rendered  valuable  bv  excellent  notes, 
written,  by  fir  Jofhua  Reynolds,   with  whom  Mafon   was  inti-   . 
naately  acquainted.     Drydcn  has  alfo  given  an  excellent  para- 
ph raftic  profe  tranflation  of  the  fame  poem,   with  notes  fub- 
joined  f.  . 

But  the  Englifli  Garden  is  the  poem  on  which  Mafon  more 
particularly  prided  himfelf ;  and  it  is  unqueflionably  an  excel- 
lent performance.  It  is  of  the  dida£lic  form  ;  written  in  blank 
verfe ;  dnd,  like  the<jeorgics  of  Virgil,  of  which  it  is  a  pr^ofefled 

•  Pope's  Prologue  to  his  Satires. 

•f  Art  of  Painting  by  C.  A.  Du  Frcfnoy,  with  Remarks  j  tranflatei!  into  Englifli, 
with  an  original  prcUce^  containing  a  parallel  between  painting  and  poetry,  by  Mr. 
Dr^den. 

imitation^ 
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imitation^  contained  in  four  bcxjks ;  begun  in  1767,  a  little  after 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Mafon. 


-To  foothe 


That  agony  of  heart  which  they  alone 
.    Who  beft  have  lov'd,  who  beft  have  been  belov'd. 
Can  feel  or  pity  .  ■    .n     * 

The  defign  of  the  Englifh  Garden  is  to  apply  "  the  rules 
of  imitative  art  to  real  nature  f  ;"  and,  by  proper  feleftions,  and 
agreeable  combinations,  in  the  relative  pofition  of  hedges^ 
buildings,  trees,  and  water;  by  an.  accurate  arrangement  of 
lands,  in  reference  to  hills,  vallies,  and  the  like,  to  produce 
beautiful  and  pi£lurefque  fcenery ;  an  art  but  little  known  in 
Greece  and  Rome,  and  in  which  the  Englifli  have  furpafled  all 
modern  nations.     Hence  the  title,  The  Englifh  Garden. 

In  this  poem,  in  oppofition  to  the  falfc  tafte  of  our  fore*- 
fathers,  *'  the  dull  uniformity"  of  viftas,  "the  contrivance 
quaint"  of  Chinefe  gardens,  and  the  laboured  littlenefs  of 
taflelefs  wealth,  our  author  propofes  to  tranfplant  from  art  to 
nature,   proceeding  on  the  principles  of  painting : 


■The  contrails  broad, 


The  carelefs  lines,  whofe  undulating  forms 
Elay  through  the  varied  canvas— ^t» 

The  principles  are  ingenioufly  and  poetically  laid  down  in  the 
firft  book ;  the  other  three  deliver  precepts  for  the  application  of 
them.  The  difFerent  partj  were  written  and  publiihed  at  dif- 
fe^ent  periods,  but  are  now  thrown  together,  and  form  an  agree- 
able whole. 

Some  of  the  principles  of  the  firft  ^ook,  however,  have  been 
thought  by  fome  critics,  enemies  to  the  improvements  of  Brown, 
to  incline jpo  much  to  this  fyftem.  Of  this^  number  more  par* 
ticularly  is  the  author  of  an  Eflay  on  the  Pi£turefque  §. 

•     •  Mifon's  Works,  Vol.  II.  p.  a. 

f  Dr.  Burgb'f  Commentanes  00  the  EngKlh  Garden* 
X  Englifh  Garden.  §  Mr.  Price. 

TIic 


31 6  MASO£^« 

The  author  dlflers  in  his  definition  of  pidurefque  fironi  Gil- 
pin *  and  Mafon,  though  he  does  not  mention  the  name  of  the 
latter.  But  Brown  he  attacks  without  refcrve-  After  noticing 
the  dfftinftion  between,  the  painter  ai>d  hnprover,  and  mamtain- 
ing  the  principles  of  both  arts  to  be  tl*e  (atne,  he  proceeds  to  fliew, 
that  Brown's  fyftem  of  improving  is  at  variance  with  both.  Buf: 
we  mud  not  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  di^te,  nor  purfue  fuch 
nice  difcrimi  nations. 

Mafon  feems  to  have  been  not  a  little  mortified  by  this  writer, 
and  has  exprcfled  his  indignation  in  two  fonnets  t»  in  which  he 
alfo  includes  Knight  ^.  The  latter  writer  he  addrefles  alio  in  a 
diftinf):  piece  of  the  fame  fpecies  of  compofition. . 

The  lines  addreffcd  {o  a  gravel  walk  are  very  pretty,  hut  the 
fonnet  is  ill  adapted  to  exprefs  the  angry  paflions ;  and  Mafon  has 
fiiewn  more  zeal  than  judgment,  in  attacking  a  hiftory  of  well- 
authenticated  fads  §. 

After  the  plan  of  the  Man tuan. poet,  of  whofe  Georgics,  aa 
tefore  obferved,  the  Ei^lifh  Garden  is  a  profefled  imitation^ 
and  to  relieve  from  the  monotony  of  precept,  Mafon  diveTii«- 
fies  the  ftyle  of  his  work  in  the  fourth  book,  and  forms  it  into 
an  entire  ftory.  In  the  management  of  it,  however,  if  an  opi- 
nion may  be  ventured,  he  fhews  le(s  judgment  than  the  Ro- 
man poet,  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  the  ftory.  In  Vir- 
gil ||,  the  hiftory  of  Ariftasus  and  Orpheus  is  not  continued 
too  long,  and  indeed  forms  a  moft  interefting  and  expreffive 
kind  of  epilogue.  In  Mafon,  the  didaAic  form  of  his  poem 
is  ha  fight  of  too  long.    The  ftory  of  Nerena  and  Alcander 

*  EflTay  on  PiAurefque,  chap.  3.  and  Appendix.  The  term  Pi&nrrffue  hunty 
Price  reje^s  at  inpropef,  and  confidert  the  pi^kurefque  and  bcauci/ttl  at  diftinft 
terms,  liice  rough  and  fmooth. 

^  S«nntt  9,  occa6eB9d  by  a  late  attack  on  the  prelent  taftc  of  Bn^Uh  (ardcasy 
wui  Ode  10,  to  a  gravel  walk. 

X  Author  of  a  didafiic  poem  on  the  progrefs  of  civil  focieCy,  and  of  the  Iand« 
fcape. 

§  The  h6t%  contained  in  this  hiftory  are  uniformly  confirmed  by  a  work  leia  ob- 
noxious to  public  prejudice.   See  Maurlcc*<  Indian  Antiquities,  Vo*.  f  i. 

II  Georg.  Lib.  iv. 

embraces 
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embraces  a  "^vhole  book ;  and  the  length  and  intereft  of  the  dia« 
iogue  give  it  too  much  the  fiixin  of  the  drama. 

His  other  poems,  that  have  not  yet  been  mentioned,  mnft  barely 
be  noticed  ;  for  we  have  already  exceeded  our  bounds  :  An  Ode 
to  the  Naval  Officers  of  Qreat  Britain;  a  Secular  Ode  for  178S9 
and  one  or  two  others,  with  feveral  fonnets  already  alluded  to,  of 
difierent  degrees  of  merit  ^  three  of  which  are  addrefled  to  his 
friend  bifhop  Hurd ;  The  Birth  of  Fafhion,  and  Protogenes 
and  Apelles,  deferve  diftin£t  mention ;  but  we  muft  not  proceed  ; 
for  we  mnft  make  an  obfervation  or  two  on  our  author's  politi* 
cal  charafter. 

It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  his  writings  have  a  ftrongbias 
towards  the  principles  of  liberty.  It  (hould  be  farther  obferved^ 
that  he  uniformly  avowed  himielf  a  Whig,  and,  by  bis  pnl^ic 
condud,  no  lefs  than  by  his  private  declarations,  a£led  from'thofe 
principles.  He  firft  made  his  appearance  on  public  bufioefc 
vrhen  the  important  queflion  concerning  theMiddlefex  ele£tion 
.  was  agitated;  the  decifion  on  which  he  conceived  to  be  a  great 
violation  pf  the  rights  of  the  people.  He  therefore  united  with 
thofe  independent  freeholders,  who,  by  declarations  and  petitions 
throughout  the  nation,  oppofed  corruption,  and  claimed  a  reform 
of  parliament.  When  the  codnty  of  York  aCTembled  in  1779*  he 
was  of  the  committee,  and  had  a  great  ihare  in  drawing  up  thofe 
fpiriied  refolutions  which  were  adopted  .by  the  other  afibciated 
bodies.  The  animated  vindication  of  the  condu£t  of  the  free- 
holders, and  various  other  papers,  though  printed  anonymoufly  in 
the  newfpapers,  and  fo*  printed  in  Mr.  Wyvill's  colleflion  of 
political  tra£U,  are  well  known  to  be  Mafon's  produ£tion^.  He 
is  laid  to  have  been  concerned  in  the  paper  called  the  '^  York- 
fhire  Freeholder,"  in  which  king  Stephen's  Watch  is  faid  to  be 
his  confipofition. 

This  condu£l  rendered  him  obnoxious  to  the  court-party,  who 
charged  him  even  with  maintaining  his  principles  with  violence. 
He  was  at  this  time  one  of  the  king's  chaplains,  but,  when  it  be« 
came  his  turn' to  preach  before  the  royal  family,  the  queen  ap- 
pointed another  perfon  to  fupply  his  place.     Mafon  told  lord 

•  See  Wyvill*!  Political  Tia^i  in  three  Tolumes. 

Oiford^ 
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Orford,  when  the  fubflitnte  began  the  fervice,  that  he  ftaited  at 
the  fame  time.  Which  got  the  better  was  not  mentioned ;  Mafon, 
however,  refigned  the  chaplainfhip. 

Of  late  years,  however,  his  language  was  changed.  He  took 
a  decided  part  in  oppofmg  Mr.  Fox's  India  bill  in  1785,  and  was 
probably  the  caufe  of  Lord  Holder hefs's  zealous  oppoiition.  He 
even  wrote  to  lord  Orford,  telling  him  that  every  one  ought  to 
fupport  the  king  on  this  occafion,  and  ftrongly  folicited  him  to 
ufe  all  his  influence  againft  the  bill.  From  that  time  "  lordHol- 
dernefs  became  a  dangler  at  court,  and  lady  Holdernefe  was  ap* 
pointed  lady  of  the  bed-chamber  to  the  queen ;  and  Mafon  hhu- 
felf,  as  lord  Orford  exprefled  it,  became  a  kind  of  courtier  ^ 

His  fentimcnts  may  indeed  be  collefted  from  his  poems,  which 
in  the  latter  period  of  his  life  take  a  colour  lefs  favourable  to  liber- 
ty. Whether  alarmed  at  the  march  of  the  French  revolution,  and 
appro^eofive  of  its  principles  in  this  country  ;  whether  influenced 
by  the'  timidity  of  age,  or  the  fecret  influence  of  friendfhip;  or 
whether  (a  paflion  that  frequently  fways  men  of  genius)  from  a 
defire  of  keeping  fair  with  tlie  reigning  party,  and«of  being  fpokert 
of  more  honourably  among  the  Britifl^  poets,  I  undertake  not  to 
determine ;  whatever  the  caufe,  in  his  latter  days  he  lowered  his 
high  tone,  left  the  caufe  of  reform  to  fhift  for  itfclf,  and  the  re- 
formers of  England  To  complain  of  his  inconfiftency,  telling 
one  of  the  mod,  confiflent  among  them,  "  that  if  he  perfevered 
they  muft  entirely  feparjte." 

I  am  forry  to  add,  that  Mafon  even  difcovered  a  degree  of  vi^» 
lence  in  oppofition  to  his  former  friends,  and  that  his  note  con- 
cerning Charles  Fox,  fubjoined  to  his  addrefs  to  William  Pitt*, 
argues  great  illiberalit  y.  As  to  the  ode  itfelf,  the  two  firft  ftanzas 
paflTefs  a  fine  vein  of  defcrip'tion,  and  much  poetical  fpirit ;  the 
four  remaining  ftanzas  arc>made  up  fiom  two  fine  odes  of  Gray's  ; 

•  Ode  viii.  written  in  1782,  Vol.  iii. — In  the  former  edition  the  laft  verfc  reads. 
Be  thine  the  Mufe's  wreath  \  be  thou  the  People's  Friend. 
WhicH  in  the  laft  edition  reads, 

To  claim  thy  Sovereign's  Love,  be  thou  thy  Country^t  Friend* 

For  which  alteration  Mafon  aiiigns  a  contemptible  tcafon. 

they 
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they  have  no  claim  to  originality,  and  are  entitled  to  but  mode^ ' 
rate  commendation.     His  Palinodia,  written  March  1 794,  and 
printed  fbr  the  firft  time  in  the  laft  edition  of  his  works,  breathes 
a  fimilar  fpirit;  though  the  writer  flrongly  contends  for  his  own 
confiftency*.  « 

Lord  Orford,  indeed,  obferves,  "I  do  think  that  Mafon 
changed  his  fentiments  from  a  filly  hope  of  feeing  his  favourite 
fcheme  of  parliamentary  reform  profper  in  Mr.  Pitt's  hands,  hut 
which  that  giddy  boy  afterwards  fo  notorioufly  juggled. — I  muft  ' 
neverthelefs  regard  the  change  as  flat  apoflafy,  for  Pitt  was  then 
a£ting  in  formal  oppofition  to  the  conflitution  of  his  country, 
being  the  only  minifter  who  ever  withilood  the  houfe  of  Com- 


mons." 


Be  this  as  it  may,  the  caufe  of  reform  is  the  caufe  of  hu- 
man improvement,  and  will  work  its  own  way,  whatever  becomes 
of  timid  poets  and  fhort-fighted  politicians :  truth  flands  on  a  folid 
bafis,  and  courts  the  patronage  of  none ;  fhe  has  found,  and  will 
continue  to  find,  fleady  and  conflant  advocates  among  the  niofl 
enlightened  ftatefmcn,  the  profoundeftphilofopliers,  the  fublimcft 
poets,  the  firft,  the  brighteft  ornaments  of  their  fpecies.  If  poets 
weighed  more  than  other  men,  and  truth  flood  in  need  of  fup- 
porten,  Milton  might  be  called  in  : 

-----—--———  ON-erply'd 
In  Liberty's  defence,  his  noble  tafk. 
Whereof  all  Europe  rings  from  fide  to  fide. 

Concerning  the  theological  charafter  of  Mafon,  what  has  al- 
ready been  faid  muft  fufEce.  Thefe  memoirs  have  been  confined 
almofl  exclufively  to  his  poetic  capacity,  as  well  to  give  an  air  of 
variety  to  the  Necrology  (Mafon  being  the  only  poet  contained 
in  it),  and  to  throw  a  few  hints  to  the  votaries  of  poefy,  as  tp 
leave  almoft  untouched  that  part  of  his  character  to  his  private 
friends,  perfons  better  qualified  properly  to  exhibit  it.  His  life 
is  to  be  written  by  a  refpcdiable  friend,  and  a  volume  of  his  Qtir 
mons  to  be  made  public.  ^       ^ 

While  fpeaking,  however,  of  his  theological  charafter,  I  am 
conftrained  to  obferve  (and*  of  one  who  difplays  in  his  poetical 


••  Sec  h*s  Palinoflia,  Vol.  iii.  p.  44.. 
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writings  an  amiable  and  liberal  fpirit^  I  am  ferry  to  obfcrve  it,) 
diat  he  was  not  a  little  tindured  widi  bigotry^  if  not  with  into* 
leranoe*  as  well  againft  the  Methodifb,  as  againft  Socinians  and 
tinbelievers :  and  tKts  obferration  is  not  made  raihly,  but  after 
ferions  inquiry,  and  of  perfons  who  have  been  in  habits  of  cloib 
intimacy  and  friendihip  with  him.  We  muft  then  confider 
Mafon  in  his  twofold  charaAer,  as  a  poet  and  as  a  clergyman. 
In  poetry,  illiberality.is  inelegance,  but  is  not  always  conddered 
as  fuch  in  theolc^.  From  the  height  of  the  pulpit,  the  head  is 
apt  to  turn  giddy ;  men  begin  to  dictate  and  domineer,  and  are 
led  to  confider  their  creed,  taken  up  frequently  after  little  exami- 
nation, and  with  ilender  knowledge,  as  a  ftandard  for  the  whole 
world. 

Mafon  wore  his  faculties  well,  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and  pro- 
duced his  annual  fonnet  to  the  laft ;  and  died,  at  length,  not  of  old 
s^e  or  difeafe,  but  overtaken  by  an  accident.  While  getting  into 
his  carriage,  his  foot  flipped  and  received  a  bruife ;  he  took  no  no- 
tice of  it  for  feveral  days,  but  on  the  3d  of  April  a  mortification 
cnfued,  which  in  forty-eight  hours  put  a  period  to  his  life,  in  the 
feventy>fecond  year  of  his  age.  The  chara£^er  with  which  he 
ought  to  be  handed  down  to  poderity,  is  that  of  a  man  virtuous 
in  his  morals,  amiable  in  his  manners,  and  ornamental  in  the 
republic  of  letters;  but,  as  a  divine,  deftitute  neither  of  bigotry 
nor  prudence. 

It  muft  appear  to  candour,  that  ibme  pains  have  been  here  ^ 
taken  to  do  juftice  to  his  fuperior  merit.  There  are  few,  pcr- 
hapSy  who  place  Mafon  in  the  firil  rank  of  poets,  fome  queftion 
his  claim  to  original  genius ;  but  without  inquiring  into  the  cha- 
ncer of  original  genius,  or  denying,  for  brevity's  fake,  that  any 
fuch  thing  exifts,  I  fuppofe  it  not  difputable,  whether  Mafon 
poflelled  great  poetical  powen,  or  highly  cultivated  them.  His 
tafte  was  not  fo  exaA,  his  rhyme  fo  melodious,  nor  his  learning 
fo  extenfive  as  Gray's;  but  he  fele6):ed  greater  variety,  and,  as  a 
writer,  was  more  perfcvering.  He  has  excellencies  enough  to 
delight  us  :  but  let  us  not  admire  what  is  unnatural,  or  be  pleafed 
with  puerilities ;  nor  let  us  take  up  after  him  what  he  faimlelf 
fhould  have  left  behind  him  at  fchool,  or  at  college. 

5  Green- 
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Green -haired  water-nymphs*,  filver-fllppered  Thetis  f* 
f)aughter  of  Jove  J,  Venus'  train  §,  nereids,  and  dryads,  and 
fawns,  with  all  the  otherr  clafficai  perfonages^  are  properly  a{!b- 
ciated  in  thcmyilical  Imitations  of  Orpheus,  the  Hymns  of  Calli- 
machus,  or  th6  Odes  of  Pindar  and  Horace.     A  believer  alfo  irt 

■Am 

the  ancieht  mythology  may  call  in  their  afliftance,  and  addrefs 
his  hymn  to  Venus,  to  Cupid,'  to  Neptune :  further  ftill,  if  th^ 
fcene  be  dramatic,  and  the  ground  itfelf  claf&cal,  Cyth^rea  may 
be  fet  a  dancing,  the  graces  may  pay  their  homage,  and  rofy- 
crowned  Cupids  gbnce  their  many-twinkling  feet  ||.  But  when 
Chrifttan  or  deiftical  **  poets,  in  moft  ferious  mood^  invoke  fuch 
celelVials,  can  we  be  furprifed  at  thefe  queftions  being  put: 
Who  arc  the  green-haired  nymphs  with  drooping  heads  ?  Why  is 
agoddefs  of  Cyprus  introduced  on  Englilh  plains  ?  And  where  is 
the  lady  with  the  filver  flipper?  If  to  pledfe  be  the  grckt  ob- 
jc£l  of  poetry,  let  nature  be  piarfuW  thrdngh  all  her  agreeable 
varieties.  If  fo  imitate  be  the  Very  effcttce  of  poetry,  let  cha- 
raSer,  paflion,  manners,  be  imitated  t  f ;  let  the  afllftance  of  fancy 
be  called,  and  invention  be  fkilfully  diredted.  But  the  poet 
fhould  ftudy  proportion  in  his  very  fiftions,  and,  when  making 
excuriions  in  the  regions  of  fancy,  be  cautious  how  he  proceeds, 
and  know  where  to  flop.     He  fliould  be  aware  of  being  unne-^ 

ceflarily  obfcure,  unnaturally  oftentatious;  and  cautious  left, 
inftead  of  enriching  his  country  with  ideas  luminous,  varied,  and 
Original,  he  fliould  introduce  frivolous  conceits,  and  claflical 
monotonies ;  he  ought  to  follow  the  truth  of  imitation,  and  not 
become  an  imitator  of  imitators. 

Nothing  here  infmuated  on  imitatioti,  intends  to  oppofe  what 
the  great  writer,  and  manj^others  after  him,  on  the  fublime  %% 

*  Mtron*k.Od«toa\yncrN]rm|»hjyo].i*  f  OdetoMttteui,Vol.  jf. 

X  Graj^sOdetoAdyeriity.  ^  Cray's  04e  to  Spring. 

II  Th%  fine  Ode  on  the  Progrefs  of  Poetry,  U,  in  fome  fort,  dramatic,  and 
therefore  lefs  objectionable^  on  account  of  its  noachinery* 

••  Lord  Orford  was  faid  to  be  a  deid.    See  Walpojiana,  in  the  Monthly  Mag.  fof 

oa.  1798. 

-ff  Anftot.  Poet,  Cap.  1.  a-— 14. 
4^  Longinus  dcSublimitate^  S^d.  xlll. 

.  Y  fey 
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fay  on  the  fame  fubjefl ;  on  the  contrary,  it  fuppofes  it  all  true. 
The  poet  may  place  before  his  eyes  bis  illuftrious  predeceflbrs,  the 
moft  diilinguf!(hed  poets.  He  may  be  borne  along  as  it  were  by. 
their  enthnfiafm,  and  rival,  if  he  can,  their  greateft  excellencies; 
he  may  aik  how  Homer  would  exprefs  the  fame  fentiments,  or 
how  he  would  approve  the  feiitiment  or  idea,  as  reprefentied  by 
himfelf.  Qne  poet  may,  in  ihort,  imitate  the  manner  of  a  great 
predeceffor,  but  not  copy  his  words,  or  borrow  his  fable.  Homer 
muft  have  condemned  the  pra£tice  here  alluded  to,  if  Lionginus's 
rules  of  imitation  are  admitted. 

Ancient  mythology,  and  indeed  every  afibciation,  whether  an- 
cient Qr  modern,  may  enliven  and  enrich  poetry,  but  this  mud 
be  in  the  way  of  illuftration,  or  allufion,  not  of  appropriation. 
In  proceeding  further,  the  poet  goes  into  regions  foreign  to 
nature.  There  is  a  way  in  which  ancient  mythology  (and  in- 
deed every  afibciation  in  nature,  whether  ancient  or  modem) 
may  enliven  and  enrich  poetry,  which  is  in  the  way  of  illuftra- 
tion or  allufion,  but  n*t  qf  appropriation.  If^  indeed,  the  (ctnc 
lies  on  claflic  ground,  the  machinery  ihould  be  fo  alfo  claffical. 
in  like  manner,  if  the  poet,  or  the  ador,  be  a  believer  in  ancient 
mythology,  whether  poetically  or  religioufly,  it  may  bfc  fairly 
appropriated.  In  proceeding  further,  he  goes  into  regions  fo- 
reign to  nature,  unfupported  by  any  rule  of  criticifin;  and  here 
Mafon  is  often  found,  and  fometimes  Gray. 

Some  poets  may,  perliaps,  think  that  thefe  obfervations  go  to 
ftrip  poetry  of  its  moft  beautiful  ornaments.  By  no  means;  it 
goes  to  enrich  it. 

I  clofe  viuth  an  obfervation  of  Gray  *s.  **  But  the  objects  I  (peak 
of  to  compenfate  (and  more  than  compenfate)  that  unavoidable 
poverty,  have  one  great  advantage,  when  they  hll  into  good 
hands.  ^They  leave  an  unbounded  liberty  to  pure  jmagination» 
and  fi£iion  (our  favourite  province),  where  no  critic  can  molefty 
and  no  antiquary  gainfay  us.  And  yet  (to  pkafe  me)  ^heie 
fi£lions  muft  have  fome  affinity,  fome  feeming  connexion  witli 
that  little  we  really  know  of  the  chara&ers  and  cuftoms  of  the 
popple*." 

*  Giay*s  Meaoolis,  p.  25> 

The 
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The  above  remark  witl  go  further  than  this  unrivalled  Eag^ 
liih  lyrift  intends^  and  it  is  admirable  as  far  as  it  goes* 


Pi6toribus  atqtie  poetis 


Quidlibet  audendi  Temper  fuit  aequa  poteftas* 
ScimtiSy  et  banc  vemaifi  petimufque  damufq,  viciffiiti : 
Sed  non  ut  placidis  coeant'immitia,  non  ut 
Serpentes  ^vibus  geminenter>  tigribus  agni. 


COLONEL   FREDERIQK. 

If  it  be  true,  as  was  once  fhrewdly  obferved  by  an  admirable 
judge,  that  the  life  of  any  man,  provided  it  were  written  by 
faimfelf,  would  furnifh  interefting  materials  for  biography,  this 
remark  mud  apply  with  double  force  to  one  wlio^ad  viiited  all 
the  nations  of  Europe,  become  acquainted  with  their  languages, 
and  manners,  and  poflefled  at  once  the  means  and  the  capacity 
of  acquiring  information. 

Perhaps  the  adventures  of  few  of  his  •contemporaries  wouU 

afford  a  greater  variety,  of  entertainment,  or  exhibit  a  longer 

or  more  difaflrous  feries  of  misfortunes,  than  thofe  of  the  late 

colonel  Frederick,  had  they  been  faithfully  committed  to  paper  by 

his  own  hand,  or  cntrufled  to  the  pen  of  a  man  of  talents.    But 

as  neither  of  thefe  events  has  occurred,  all  that  now  remains  is  to 

glean  a  few  fcanty  particular?,  refpediing  a  man  who  refided  up* 

wards  of  forty  years  in  London ;  whofe  figure  was  familiar  to 

thoufands;  whofe  company  was  courted  by  many;  and  whofe 

misfortunes,  during  the  latter  portion  of  his  exiflence,  were  but 

too  well  known  to  the  world : — for  it  wjould  be  in  vain  to  deny. 

that  the  early  part  of  his  life  is  involved  in  inexplicable  my  fiery, 

and  that  few  are  acquainted  with  any  of  the  particulars  of 

It*. 

Were 

*    The  following  paper  Sas  beeti  tranfnitted  to  the  Editor,  and  he  deemt  it  hit 
duty  to  pubtifli  it  here,  at  it  throws  Tome  faint  light  on  this  fobjeA. 

M    CdloMi  Frederick,  whofe'  melancholy  fate  hat  cngaftd  the  flttentSoD  of  A» 


.  Were  it  pcrmittccl  to  one  long  acquainted  with  his  pcrforx  ta 
gaefs  as  to  the  period  of  his  birth,  he  would  be  inciined  to  Bx 

• 

It 

publky  wu  the  only  f9n  of  the  unfortunate  baron  Neubeff;  afterwards  better  known 
to  the  world  as  Theodore  king  of  Corfica.  Frederick  followed  the  fortunes  of  hi» 
Atheri  when  the  former  was  obliged  to  abandon  a  crown  with  which  he  was  in?efted 
by  the  free  confent  of  the  people.  They  took  refuge  in  England,  and  Frederick  re- 
mained with  his  father  during  the  whole  of  his  refidence  in  thia  country,  and  prin- 
cipally contributed  to  fupport  him  while  the  Corfican  king  was  confined  for  debt  ia 
an  EngUib  prifon* 

<<  He  waa  aftetwards'patronifed  by  the  hte  duke  of  Wirtemberg,  to  whom  he  was 
diftantly  related}  and  be  was  allowed  a  penfion  from  the  court  of  Wirtembcra  till  the 
^uke*s  death.  Before  he  threw  himfelf  wholly  on  the  patronage  of  the  duke  of 
Wirtembergi  he  lited  at  tfie  court  of  Berlin  as  a  kind  of  reading  iecretaty  to  the  late 
Jung  of^Prolfias  but  not  being  treated  with  the  kindnefs  he  had  reafon  to  expe£t,  he 
attached  himfelf  to  the  duke*  When  he  aiked  his  majefty*s  permifiion  to  enter  into 
the  ferricf  of  the  duke  of  W.  the  king  made  a  faint  attempt  to  retain  him ;  but|  find- 
ing that  he  was  refolvedi  he  haughtily  faid,  «  Well,  it  ia  right  that  one  beggar  fiiould- 

Sve  with  another.'* 

**  The  colonel,  If  we  are  right  in  our  recoUeAioa  of  his  own  ftory,  married  a  maid 
if  honour  to  the  great  Maria. Therefa  emprefs  of  Cermsny.    Frederick  had  made 
application  to  the  court  of  Vienna  for  fome  employment  through  the  medium  of  & 
recommendation  to  this  lady,  who  was  fo  ftruck  by  his  petfoo,  manners,  aad  good 
ienfe,  that^  as  ihe  afterwards  acknowledged,  flie  had  purpofely  delayed  to  urge  him 
application,  in  order  to  prolong  his  attendance,  and  have  more  frequent  intervieww 
with  him.  At  length  they  married  :  but  the  union  did  not  tend  to  advance  his  inte* 
reft}  on  the  contrary>  it  feemed  likely  to  overwhelm  him  with  the  cares  of  a  family. 
The  lady  did  not  long  partake  of  his  miafortunet,  but  died  foon  after  having  pro-> 
dttced  a  fon  and  a  daughter*  The  Con  was  kllledin  America  as  he  was  gallantly  figbc— 
ing  in  the  fervice  of  this  country.    He  Was  a  very  handfome  and  intelligent  youths 
,The  daughter, is  ftill  alive  {  and  is  the  heirefs  of  nothing  but  the  mis/brtuneaof  H«r 
family.    She  has  been  married  many  years,  and  is  now  in  very  untoward  cixcu.m. 
jftances  with  three  daughters  to  fopport.    The  daughters  are  very  fine  anil  accom* 
pliflicd  young  women;  and  one  of  them  is  faid  to  poflefs  literary  talents  of  no  infe« 
rior  order.** 

Heie  follows  the  tranflation  of  a  fhort  account  of  colonel  Frederick,  drawn  up  by 
liimfelf,  in  his  «  Memoires  pour  fervir  a  THiftoire  de  Oorse  :** 

<<  Genoa  prevailed.  .Theodore  loft  his  own  liberty,  becaufe  he  had  endeavoured 
to  defend  that  df  the  Corficans*  He  was  confined  for  a  long-time  in  a  difgr^ceful 
prifon,  where  he  fufifered  a  thoufand  humiliatrons  without  a  fingle  murmur.  ^^ 
knew  how  ofelefs  it  was  to  complain,  and  was  confcious  of  the  neceffitj  o£  Cub* 
mitting  to  his  fate*  Deprived  of  his  fceptre,  fortune,  and  friends,  his  fole  re- 
fiource  was  in  Providence,  and  the  tender  pity  of  his  fooy  who  repaired  ao  CnKland 
on  purpofe  to  accompany  bkn  to  Corfica,  whither  Theodore  flattered  himfelf'  ^^  ^ 
able  taaatwn  once  noif»  and  that  too  thiough  tht  afiiftance  af  Great  Britain^ 
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it  at  between  1727  and  1730*;  for,  notwithftancling  his  hale 
appearaDce,  mu(cular  figure,  and  firm  tread,  he  muft  have  been 
nearly  fevenCy  at  the  time  of  his  demife.     So  well,  indeed,  did 

<'  Th!t  foil,  like  hioifelf,  wat  entirel|r  deftitute  of  the  gifh'of  fokane,  and  he  was 
hut  ill  adapted  for  the  acquifition  of  wealth,  as  his  temper,  was  little  fuited  to  the  fri« 
^liijr  of  an  age  avaricious  of  pleafure,  and  anxious  for  the  attainment  of  riches  and 
honours,  even  on  the  moft  di (honourable  terms*  Ayoiding  feftivals,  and  public  en« 
tertainments  of  all  kinds,  he  was  modeft  in'his  manners,  fimple  in  his  drefs,  tena* 
cious  of  his  words,  referved  and  dofeln  his  mode  of  life;  infhort,  he  retired  u  it 
were  within  himfelf,  in  order  to  live  with  that  virtue  of  which  he  fcomed  to  make  a 
parade.  He  was  accuftomed  to  fay,  **  That  it  was  proper  to  know,  but  not  expcdi* 
'ent  to  cell,  every  thing.*'  Omnia  fiut^  nm  omnia  exejui,  was  his  favoorite  maxim* 
Afpiring  to  independence,  he  was  incapable  of  facrificing  at  the  ihrine  of  fenrility,  or 
of  purchafing  favour  by  offering  up  in'cenfe  to  the  ridiculous  vanity  of  grasdevr  and 
•polirnce*  He  paid  his  court  only  to  merit,  and  was  bufied  ibiely  in  perfedinghia» 
feif  in  the  duties  of  a  man,  and  in  renderiiig  himfelf  worthy  of  eftecq),  lenTiiig  XO 
others  the  ta(k  of  doin ^  him  juftice. 

*'  He  honoured  letters,  and  coofecratcd  his  life  to  them«  He  even  became  an  au« 
thor,  and  endeavoured  to  gain  ar  livelihood  by  his  pen  during  his  diflrefsj  heaUb 
taught  the  Latin,  Italian,  and  %aniih  languages,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to 
maintain  his  own  children,  and  fuccou^  his  unfortunate  father. 

**  If  he  did  not  haughtily  brave  his  deftiny,  he  at  leaft  fopported  it  with  courage 
and  firmnefa.  He  was  never  heard  to  blame  Providence,  ^0  execrate  mankind,  or 
attribute  to  them  hisneceifities  and  misfortune^  For  whatever  wrongs  he  might 
have  experienced  at  their  hands,  he  never  permitted  hatred  to  enter  into  his  breaft, 
knowing  the  difficulty  of  eradicating  it,  after  it  had  once  got  pofleBion.  Iftfine^  he 
fubmitted  himfelf  to  his  fate  with  perfed  refignation,^  for  bis  heart  .was  always  obe» 
dient  to  the  decrees  of  heaven ;  and  in  order  the  more  fully  to  teflify  his  fubmiffion> 
and  accommodate  himfelf  to  his  dcftiny,  he  abjured  the  tinfelof  titles,  and  afliimed 
only  his  baptifmal,  which  he  converted  into  a  family  ii4me.  He  then,  alfo,  endea* 
voured  to  obviate  that  fcorn' to  which  nobility,  when  deprived  of  wealthy  is  alwi^ 
expofed ;  and  it  was  on  the  fame  account  he  decked  himfelf  only  in  his  own  aatual 
qualities,  which  were  the  fole  patrimony,  that  neither  the  fury  of  fortune  nor  the 
malice  of  mankind  could  diveft  him  of.** 

*  His  family,  with  better  opportunSries  of  information,  hy  he  was  .bom  ia  I72$f^ 
which  makes  him  72  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  hia  death  i  and  this  ia  not  at  all 
iiolikely,  as  he  lived  a  temperate  life,  and  avoided  every  excefs.  Indeed  he  hUn* 
felf  feems  exprefsly  to  aifertthis  in  his  Memoint— > 

<<  Enfaipeil  (le  baron  de  Neuhoff )  ^poufalady  Sars£eld,  fille  de  lord  Kihnalodpf 
gc  demoifelle  d'honneur  de  la  reine.  Le  baron  con^ot  d'abord  des  grands  cfperancei 
de  cette  alliance  $  mais  voYanf^ans  la  fuite  qu'eUei  ne  rcpondment  pas  a  fim  atteatti 
y  ^andoaoa  la  kmxac,  Aant  tncmtt  i^uafih^  ^ttU  mit  an  mmUraa  iTa^,** 
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he  wear^  that,  after  fifteen  years  aequaintancc»  there  fisemej 
to  be  no  viiibie'change  10  his  coantenance,  body,  or  habits  of 
life ;  and  tliofc  who  remember  him  during  the  laft  thirty-five 
years  adeit,  that  but  little  alteration  h^d  taken  place  even  in  tliat 
period. 

The  following  account,  which  he  was  accuftomed  to  give 
tS  himfelf,  affords  fome  infight  refpe£^ing  the  place  of  his 
birth:— 

•*  I  am  the  child  of  misfortune.  Theodore  king  of  Corfica 
was  my  £aither ;  after  a  variety  of  adventures,  he  repaired  to  the 
eourt'of  Spain;  obtained  the  rank  of  colonel  in  that  fervice; 
and  married  lady  Sarsfield,  of  the  noble  houfe  of  Lucan  in  the 
-kingdom  of  Ireland,  who  had  been  appointed  majid  of  ho- 
nour to  the  queen,  in  confequence  of  the  misfortunes  of  her 
father,  and  his  attachment  to  the  houfe  of  Stuart. 

"  I  am  the  fruit  of  that;union.  My  fether,  after  fpending  a 
'great  deal  of  money,  and  gettiil;?  into  debt,  left  us;  and,  in 
confequence  of  various  changes  of  ^rtune,  both  acquired  and 
loft  the  crown  of  Corfica;  he  thcn'^Jf'tjSiired  to  England,  where  I 
his  fon  followed  him,  in  order  to  ftiare  his  misfortunes,  and  ad- 
roiaifter  to  his  neceffities." 

It  wotild  appear  then,  that  he  was  born  in  Spain  * ;  but  the 
particulars  of  his  infancy  are  wholly,  unknown.  He  is  faid, 
however,  to  have  been  brought  up  at  Rome,  and  to  have  receiv- 
.ed  his  education,  which, was  certainly  a  liberal  one,  in  that  city. 
-Indeed,  from  many  circumftances  obfervable  to  thofe  who  have 
eonverfed  with  him,  it  was  pretty  plain  that  his  early  youth  bad 
T>cen  fpent  in  a  college,  and  he  himfelf  committed  to  the  care 
of  the  priefthood.  He  was  accuftomed  to  affert,  that  he  had 
been  placed  for  fome  time  under  the  tuition  of  profeflor  Lobco-« 
witz,  a  man  of  fome  celebrity,  and  who  liad  attained  confider* 

*  The  pbce  of  Bis  birth,  and  the  laft  deplorable  a£l  of  his  life,  are  moro  nearly 
eojuieded,  if  we  are  to  believe  a  celebrated  poet,  than  is  perceptible  at  firft  fight-** 

^  Pndifi  %tn%  animc,  &  propenre  faciliima  moitem, 
«  Nam^ue  ubi  tranfceodit  fltfrentes  viribus  anaos 
<*  Impatient  aevi  fpeinit  novifl'e  feAe^aiOj 
«  «  Mtfati  modu9  a  dacUa  eJL" 

able 
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able  eminence  by  a  treatiCe  on  aftronomy,  written,  according  to 
the  fafhlon  of  that  day,  in  the  Latin  tongue. 

The  only  account  vrc  have  of  his  youth  is  gathered  from  one 
of  his. own  publications* ;  in*  which  he  (ays  he  was  bjrjed  a  mi- 
litary man,  and  ^'  had  made  feveral  campaigns  under  the  moft 
experienced  generals  of  the  age."  He  further  remarks,  that 
when  the  brave  Corficans  made  fo  gallant  a  ftand  in  defence 
of  their  liberties,  "  he  hinifelf,  with  Buttafuoco  and  Colonna, 
two  Corfican  gentlemen,  who  had  fervcd  with  diftindion  in  the 
regiment,  compofed  of  their  countrymen,  in  the  fervice  of 
France,  offered  to  join  Paoli  in  fo  glorious  caufe ;  but  he  re«» 
je<aed  the  offer." 

He^  is  alfo  reported  to  have  ^occupied  a  literary  department  in 
the  cabinet  of  Frederick  II.  of  Pruffia. 

But  whatever  might  have  been  his  profefBon,  or  (ituatien  in 
life,  certain  it  is  that  he  united  a  knowledge  of  military  ta&ica 
to  great  (kill  in  the  civil  and  canon  laW,  and  attained  an  un- 
common fiicility  in  ^1  the  languages  of  Europe.  He  fpoke 
French,  German,  Italian,  and  Spani(h,  with  great  fluency; 
and  he  acquired  a  confiderable  degree  of  perfedion  even  in  Eng- 
lifh  t,  which  is  allowed  to  be  extremely  di£5cult  to  a  foreigner,, 
"and  more  efpecially  to  a  native  of  the  fouth  of  Europe.  He, 
however,  converfed  in  it  with  confiderable  eafe,  and  was  parti- 
cularly attentive  to  the  grammatical  conftrudion ;  but  it  was 
foon  perceived,  by  his  accent,  that  it  had  not  been  familiar  ta 
him  from  his  birth. 

On  his  firft  arrival  from  the  continent,  about  the  year  1754^ 
be  betook  himfeif  to  the  teaching  of  Italian,  and  fubfifted  foF 
feveral  years  by  that  means.    At  this  period  of  his  life  he  got 

*  Sec  <'  The  Defcrlf  tion  of  Corfica,^  p.  34. 

'\  Me  drew  op  all  his  memorials  to  the  treafury,  &c.  10  Englifliy  and  then  fah^ 
mltted  them  to  the  infpedion  of  a  friend.  *the  author  of  this  account  ha*  correded 
many  of  them  $  they  were  in  general  coached  in  very  animated  language,  add  all 
of  them  xekted  to  troops  contraded  for  in  Germany^  either  in  behalf  of  government^ 
or  the  Eaft  India  company*  The  colonel  would  never  permit  a  fingle  word  to  be  ob*- 
llterated  from  the  text,  or  a  new  one  to  ^  fubftituted,  until  he  had  ai^ued  the  f^b* 
jed  with  all  the  pertinacity  of  a  theologian*  He,  however,  at  length  fuffestd  hia^ 
lelf  to  be  perfaaded>  and  always  refis^uiihed  the  conteft  with  •■  joke.. 

Y  4  .  aQ|aaintcdJ 
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jicquaintcd  with  many  men  of  confideraWc  celebrity,  and  Macklin 
^nd  Garrick  are  faid  to  liave  been  his  fcholars.  By  the  latter  he 
was  promifed  great  things ;  the  former  he  introduced  to  Mr, 
Weddcrburne,  the  prcfent  lord  chancellor,  who  at  that  time 
wifhed  to  get  rid  df  his  northern  accent,  in  whieh  he  has  moft 
eSmuMj  fucceeded.      He    himfelf   was  alfo    his    lord(hip's 

inftruftor. 

With  Mr.  Murphy,  of  whom  he  always  fpoke  with  great 
regard,  h«  remained  in  habits  of  intimacy  until  his  unfortunate 
cataftrophe;  and  with  the  late  Dr.  Shebbeare  he  was  exceed- 
ingly familiar  for  many  years:  but  at  laft  the  it)ugh  and  difguft- 
ing  manners  of  the  latter  occafioned  a  breach  which  was  never 
clofed.  Hp  alfo  lived,  for  feme  time,  in  terms  of  familiarity 
with  general  Faoli,  until  an  unlucky  circumftance  put  an  end 
to  thrir  acquaintance. 

During  the  confinement  of  Theodore  he  vifited  him  frcT 
quently,  and  is  faid  tp  have  fhared  his  fcanty  pittance  with  that 
libfottupate  mpnarch  in  a  manner  tliat  would  have  4one  credit 
to  the  moft  afFe£tionate  fon. 

By  a  German  lady  ^whom  he  married  abroad  he  had  two 
children :  the  one  a  fon,  the  pther  a  daughter.  The  firft  peiiflied 
9t  the  battle  of  German  town  ^,  the  other  is  ftill  alive.  I  have 
been  repeatedly  aflured  by  himfelf,  that  he  bad  more  than  once 
tafted  the  bounty  of  the  late  princefs  dowager  of  Wales,  who 
pompafTipn^ted  his  misfortunes  gnd  thof^  of  hi$  family.  There 
IS  alfo  fome  reafon  to  believe  that  her  Royal  Highnefs  was  partly 
induced,  from  certain  political  moiives^  to  patronize  hinx ;  for  it 
was  rumoured  at  that  time,  that  the  duke  of  York,  brother  of 
hi$  prefent  Majefty,  ha^  conceived  the  idea  of  becoming  king  of 
Corsica ;  and  although  this  was  treated  as  a  vague  report,  in  a 
trz&.  published  at  that  period^  yet  it  appears  evident  that  colonel 

9  Anthony  Theodore  Frederick,  a  handibme  fprightly  youth,  vn^s  introduced  by 
the  Utft  Qr  John  Dryden,  bart.  fh»n  an  officer  in  the  guards,  to  the  prefent  admiral 
fir  John  Borlace  Warien^  >yho  fl^as  ef  ceedingly  (und  to,  and,  at  length,  adiuaHy  por« 
chafed  a  commifllon  fqr  him.  On  hit  arrival  in  America  he  was  noticed  by  general 
'mowe,  then  commander  in  chief,  «nd  advanced  to  the  rank  of  {ieatpnant  i  but  1^: 
yfu  loon  after  cup  off  difxipg  th^p  blqo^y  and  uofoj|t^nau  wart 

Frederic^ 
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Frederick  had  drawn  up  a  maitufcript  account  of  the  iiland,  for 
the  infpeftion  of  his  Royal  Highnefs*. 

After  an  abfence  of  a  few  months  on  the  continent.  Frederick 
returned  to  London  with  a  ribband  in  his  Kat.  He  alfo  occai- 
fionally  appeared  in  a  green  uniform,  richly  laced  with  lilver, 
and  long  German  epaulets;  and,  as  he  was  taid  to  have  obtained 
the  brevet  rank  of  colonel  from  the  late  dukq  of  Wurtcmberg, 
and  alio  the  croix  de  mprite^  he  was  ever  after  recognifed  by  that 
appellation.  Although  not  formally  acknowleged  as  his  ftTCne 
highnefs's  agent  in  this  country,  it  is  well  known,  however, 
that  he  tranfa<^ed  bufmefs  of  a  diplomatic  nature  in  his  name ; 
and  helped  him  to  difpofe  of  a  regiment  of  his  fubjedJs  to  the 
Englifh  Eaft  India  company.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
American  war,  the  colonel  alfo  tendered  the  fervice  of  a  body 
of  Wurtemburgers,  ready  difciplined  and  accoutred;  and  he 
ivas  accuftomed  to  allert,  that  the  premier  having  cheerfully  ac« 
ceded  to  the  propoiition,  the  troops  were  a&ually  put  in  motion, 
and  confiderable  expences  incurred.  On  being  countermanded, 
foon  after  this,  by  an  order  froqi  Great  Britain,  the  colonel 
preferred  a  claim  for  bat  and  forage  money,  pay  and  fubCflence, 
amounting  to  many  thoufand  florins ;  and  his  pretenfions  were 
)>acked  by  repeated  memorials,  addrefled  to  all  the  different  ad« 
miniftations  tb.^t  havp  fucceeded  each  other  ^11)99  that  period 
until  1797  t. 

In 

#  In  t1i«  colonel'f  preface  to  hii  '^  Memoirtt  popr  fenrir  a  FHillolre  de  Corfe,*'  h« 
jSxpreiTet  blmfelf  thus  ;-— 

'<  Ces  Memoiret  n^fvoicnt  point  et^  ecrits  pour  etrei  donnifs  au  public.  lis  £coien| 
/deftines  a  Tiifage  S.  A.  R.  le  £eo  difc  (l*York,  (|uj  avoic  majrqu£  yn  grand  ddfix 
4'ctre  inftnilt  de  I'^tftoire  de  Corfe,  jufqu'  ici  dc^gurife  par  tanc  de  recits  /aboleuXr 
%\  ce  fut  de  la,  qu'on  fits  coiirir  le  bn^it,  que  ^e  prince  avoit  con^il  le  deflfein  de  fe 
faire  Hoi  de  pette  ifle.** 

-f*  Here  follow  (bree  of  his  fetters,  printed  from  the  originals ;  the  ^rft  is  addrellv 
ed  to  the  lord  chancellor,  the  other  two  to  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  ftate.  It  may 
pot  be  amifs,  however,  to  remark,  that  they  are  publilhed  folely  with  a  view 
pf  explaining  the  fituation,  and  pretenfi^ons,  of  this  unfortunate  gentleman,  an4 
urithoyt  the  reinQtejI'defiga  of  attaching  ao^  Waipe  ^  eithc|r  of  ^p  noblemen  ii| 
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In  the  year  1^91  an  affair  which  promifed  to  b^  of  fome  fer* 
vice  to  his  finances  occurred.    The  prince  of  Wale$>  and  fome 

of 

c*  TO  THE  LORD  CHANCELLOR, 

**  16  September f  1793- 

A  «  Your  1ordihip*fi  conftant  filencc  to  my  repeated  fuppUcadons  for  fome  redrefs  to 
tiie  grievances  which  I  humbly  ftatcd  in  the  petition  to  the  king»  gives  me  the  con-> 
cena  it  oupht^  for  as  my  claim  is  founded  00  the  principlea  of  honour  ,and  equity^ 
and  1  ^  perfuaded  that  no  paffion  has  any  influence  over  your  lordihip*!  re^tade^  I 
attVbute  your  iilence  to  wrong  fuggeftions.  ' 

^*  1  begy  therefore,  in  the  name  of  what  is  facred  in  heaTen>  and  moft  dear  to 
760  on  earth,  that  your  lordikip  will  be  pleafcd  to  order  a  fair  inquiry  into  the  fads 
fiafefed  in  that  petition,  wrhich,  if  they  ihonld  he  found  tmei  as  I  tmtt  they  wiU,  there  it 
no  doubt  but  his  majefty,  on  your  lord/hip*s  reprefentation,  as  the  keeper  of  hiseonfci- 
ence,  would  be  graciouily  pleafed  to  grant  me  fuch  relief  as  in  his  great  goodnefs  he 
fliaU  deem  me  entitled  to. 

*^  The  voice  of  humanitf,  my  lord,  pleads  alfo  the  caufe  of  a  man  well  bom, 
ITberally  educated,  and  wfaofe  conduA  he  hopes  to  be  vrithaut  reproach  \  a  man 
who,  in  confequence  of  the  fervice  rendered  to  the  king,  ftated  in  the  petitioa 
alMed  te>  is  reduced  fo  low  as  to  want  fiteraily  bread,  who  has  had  the  honour  to  be 
your  inftrudor,  has  given  ^fpofs  of  his  difinterefted  attachment  to  your  perfon>  and 
as  with  profound  refpcd> 

<«  Your  lordfliip's,  Ac* 


fl 


*«  A  MONSIEUR  LE  DUO  DE  PORTLAND. 

«  Le  i%m  y millet,    1794. 
^*  L^^roge,  que  la  toix  pubfique  fait  de  fa'majefte  a  Toccafion  d^  voos  avoir  confie 
le  gouTernail  de  Petat  dans  un  temps  fi  orageuz,  fait  le  votre  d*une  mani^re  la  plus 
ibrte,  et  la  plus  ^clatante,  de  fa^on  que  votre  nom,  my  lord,  meJ^  avec  calui  du  xoi 
eft  bien  ffir  de  l^mmortalit^  qu'il  merite. 

«  Sa  majcftc  ayant  daign^e  a  la  fin  d'accorder  fa  hauteproteQIon  a  b  Corfe,  apr^ 
tant  des  demarches,  que  depuis  tant  d^annccs  j'ai  fait  aupr^s  de  cctte  cour  a  ce  fu- 
jet,  je  vous  pric,  my  lord,  de  vooToir  agreer  ma  defcription  de  cettc  ifle,  et  me 
permettre  de  vous  r^ptefenter,  que  mes  demarches  (pas  une  Strange  fatalite)  m*oat 
attires  des  opprobres  injulles  dans  ce  royaume,  t»ndis  que  d'autres,  a  qui  la  perfidie 
et  Ite  fauffctcs  font  famillcres  en  recneillent  des  iouanges.  Mais  ces  triftes  retoun 
k)in  d*aigfir  Tani^rtume  de  ma  fituation,  me  confolent  de  ne  les  avoir  pas  merite,  car 
Je  puis  dire  hardiment,  que  j'ai  toujours  fait  ce  qui  m'a  paru  jufle  et  honnece.  Je 
n*ai  jamais  eu  des  procedes  fouterrains.  Mon  coeur  roe  reode  ce  temoigAage;  et.A 
je  pouvois  mcttre  ce  cour  fur  mon  vfage,  on  n*y  trouvefolt'  point  de  fard.  C^eft 
pourquoi  j'ai  meprifif,  et  je  m^prife  les  calopanies,  que  la  malice,  et  rignorance  obt 
debitees  fur  mon  compte ;  et  j*ai  foumis  ma  caufe  an  jugement  de  cet  etrefupreme* 
a  gui  rien  n-^eft  inconnu.    Je  fouhaite  de  tout  mon  courj   my  lord^  que  ces  now- 

vcaux 
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of  the  younger  bninches  of  the  royal  family^  had  concdyel 
the  idea  of  obtaining  a  conCiderable  loan  on  the  continent,  by 
means  of  their  jdint  fecurity  ;  and  colonel  Frq)erick  was  a&ually 
fent  to  Antwerp  to  negociate  the  bufinefs.     His  roajefiy,  how- 

veaux  fujets  yeailknt  etre  plot  paiiibltS)  et  plus  fidelt  a  fa  imjeA^  qu'ilt  ne  le  fa- 
rent  a  Theodore  premier,  leur  roi  legitime,  qui  les  gouveroa  eo  pere. 

**  A  propos  de  Theodore,  pcrmettes  f^ui,  my  lord,  de  rappeller  dans  votre  fod- 
▼enir,  que  ce  roi  infortune  etoit  attach^  i  votre  famiile,  et  cet  attachement  etant 
panrcnu  jufqo'  a  moi  pour  heritage,  je  me  fuis  fait,  et  }e  me  fatal  tonjonrs  on  deT<dr 
de  vous  le  tertioigner.  Je  yous  fupplie  done  de  vouloir  mettre  mon  z^ic  a  Tepreuvey 
ct  de  ne  me  laifler  pas  languir  ^ant  le  olfivete. 

<*  A  fin  de  rendre  la  defcription  de  la  Corfe  plus  complete,  et  plus  fatrsfaifante,  j*y 
$1  ajout^  on  extrait  du  deo^mbrement  general  de  cette  ifle,  av^c  le  nombre  dea  feuv, 
ou  families,  et  celui  det  habitans,  fait  Tan  1740  ^ar  prdre  do  marecbal  ide  MaiUAoi^ 
qui  y  commandoit  de  la  part  do  rui  tres  chretien. 

''^  Je  y  ai  ajout^  ainfi  copie  du  memoire,  qui  fvt  prefent^  a  Taflemblee  natiopalede 
France  Tan  1790*  fur  Texploitation  dea  bois  dans  la  dite  ificy  et  fur  les  avantagea  qui 
tefulterolent  de  cette  exploiution,  Comme  ce  memoire  renfermedes  connoiilmncea,  et 
donne  dea  idiet^  qui  me  paroiflent  bien  intereflantea,  je  me  fuis  hat€  a  toui  le  n- 
mettre,  a  fin  que  la  fagelTe  du  gouTememeot  pmiife  piendre  de  bonac  beure  lei  ow- 
furea  conTenablei  poor  ie  biea  de  l'une»  et  de  Tautre  nation. 

"  J'a!  rhonncnj  d'etre,  *c/'  - 

<<  All  Meme. 

tez^meyuiiletf  1794. 
<'  Les  cofflplinsens  rcfpe£tueux,  que  j'eus  Thbnneur  de  tous  offrir  dans  ma  UtCre 
que  j'eus  celui  de  vous  ecrire  le  i8me  du  conrapt,  furent  dixies  par  la  pore  verit^,  et 
mon  efquiiTe  de  la  defcription  de  la  Corfe,  conjointement  avec  le  memoire,  qui  fat 
prefente  a  rafTcmblee  nationale  de  France  fur  Tezploiutlon  des  bois  dans  la  dite 
lile,  etoit  one  nouvelie  prcuve  de  mon  z^le  pour  le  fervice  du  roi>  et  de  mon  attache* 
ment  a  votre  perfonne« 

<<  Tr^s  fach^,  my  lord  due,  que  vos  collegoes  dans  le  miniftere  ne  daign'erent  pu 
acceptes  mes  fervices  ao  commencement  de  cette  guerre,  offre  que  ja'i  xeitere  plut 
4'une  fois,  mais  toujonrs  en  vain.  Si  non  obftant  ce  refas,  les  faibles  talens,  dont 
k  ciel  m'a  doii^;  Teducalion  que  j'ai  rccu  da  mcillcur  de  peres,  et  ccUe  que  je  me 
fois  donnec  a  moi  meme  ;  fi  le  peu  d'experiencc  que  j'ai  acquis  dans  le  mecier  de  U 
(ocrre  fous  les  ordres  des  plus  illoflres  capltaines  du  (i^clej  fi  une  teinture  de  poll, 
tique,  et  de  IVtat  prefente  de  TEurope,  avcc  la  connoiffance  de  plofieurs  cours,  et 
telle  des  Ungues  modernes,  meritetit  Tbonneur  des  vos  bonnes  graces^  je  vous  prio- 
rai  de  vouloir  me  foornir'des  occafions  d'cmploycr  ces  qualitcs,  tellcs  quVlles  peovent 
Tetie,  dans  le  fervice  de  fa  majeftc',  vous  aflurant  que  je  n'omettroia  aocun  moyw 
^fiiblcpoor  juftifier  totra  choix.  *  , 

"  J  Vi  rhwmeur  4'etie,  &€•*» 

^  ever, 


crcr>  diflikmg  tTic  fchcme,  openly  intcrpofcd  by  means  of  hii 
agents;  and  prevailed  not  only  on  a  refpedlablc  banking- boufe 
abroad  to  withdraw  its  countenance,  but  alfo  prevented  the 
fobfcribers  from  advancing  the  money  accoiding  to  agreement* 
On  the  failure  of  this  unprqfperous  affair  he  returned  to  Eng- 
'land,  much  chagrined  and  difappointed;  and  never  mentioned 
the  fubjeft  without  a  confiderable  degree  of  emotion*.  Soon 
after  this  he  drew  up  a  Aatement  of  the  cafe,  which  death  alone 
prevented  him  from  publidiing. 

His  finances,  during  many  ye^rs,  were  in  a  deranged  ftate ; 
and,  for  fome  time  before  his  demife,  he  had  been  occafionally 
fupplied  with  little  fums  from  various  friends.  Being  a  great 
eeonomift,  hi$  expences  were  fmali ;  but,  notwithftanding  this, 
he  had  contracted  feveral  trifling  debts,  and  one  in  particular  to 
an  amount  which  fubjecls  a  man*s  body  to  the  rigours  of  a 
jail.  In  ttkOYi,  he  was  in  daily  danger  of  being  arrefted;  and 
thus  became  prevented  from  frequenting  thofe  places  and  per^ 
tons  rendered  dear  to  him  by  cufloni. 

Another  objeift,  of  no  fmall  concern  to  a  feeling  mind,  oc- 
cupied and  agitated  his  thoughts.  This  was  the  fituation  of  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Clarke,  a  lady  who  had  alfo  her  full  fliare  of 
misfortunes.  His  amiable  grand-daughters  too  were  grown  up, 
but  remained  wholly  unprovided  for.  It  had  been  the  colonel's 
cu(lom  to  vifit  them  frequently,  and  en  all  occafions,  when  it 
fuited  his  convenience,  he  was  furc  to  make  little  prefents  to 
fhc  family.  Unable  to  adminifler  to  their  relief,  he  had  not  re- 
paired to  their  refidence,  in  St.  Mary-Jie-Bone,  for  a  confiderabl^ 

time  previoufly  to  the  melancholy  cataArophe  that  ibon  after 

^  A  little  before  this  be  had  been  employed  in  a  tranfaiiioo  which  prored 
aoorc  fortnuitc  in  Its  termination.  A  young  lt\&i  lady,  of  family  and  fortuDC*  har* 
ing  eloped  with  a  clergyman,  to  whom  ihe  was  united  on  the  continent,  her  mother 
knowing  that  colonel  F.  pofleHed  uncommon  addrefs,  fenthim  abroad  on  purpofc  to 
.gfx.  the  roarn;tge  annulled :  he  effeded  this  to  the  complete  iati$fa&ion  of  the  fa^ 
mily,  but  it  is  apprehended  not  to  his  own ;  as  the  remuneration  he  received  was  not 
adequate  to  his  expe^ations.  The  mother,  after  the  reftoratioa  of  her  dau^btei^ 
iTwthfuIl^  propilfcd  (o  reoatpiber  hm  m  ber  ytW)  i  —  but  forgo;  hpr  engagement. 

enfued  i 


enfued;  and  he  fent  j;rord,  **  that  he  would  never  fee  them 
again,  until  he  could  do  it  in  a  fatisfaftory  manner*/' 

A^  it  now  became  dangerous  to  remain  any  longer  at  his  lodg- 
ings in  Northumberland-ftreet,  in  the  Strand,  where  he  hai 
rellded  during  many  years,  he  repaired  to  Waghorn's  cofl^ee- 
boufe,  under  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  communicated  his  fean 
to  Mrs.  Seagoe,  who  permitted  him,  during  that  night,  to  jQeep 
,  i^  another  houfe  belonging  to  her  in  the  neig^bourliood*  Tat 
the  morning  he  repaired  to  the  attorney  of  the  plaintiff,  who  had 
fued  out  a  writ  againft  hitn,  to  folicit  a  little  delay,  but  he  was  re* 
fufed  this  in  a  brutal  manner.  He  then  aiked  a  friend  for  the  load 
pf  twenty  pounds ;  but  receiving  an  equivocal  anfwer,  became 
diflradted  at  his  fituation.  His  misfortunes  now  multiplied  every 
hour^  and  his  cabmities  became,  at  length,  fo  great,  that  he 
determined  to  put  an  immediate  period  to  his  exigence.  It  was 
at  this  critical  period  that  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  written  the  fol- 
lowing melancholy  note,  on  a  flip  of  paper  :    ' 

**  All  the  curfes  in  the  tragedies  are  fallen  upon  me ;  without 
a  houfe,  without  a  country,  without  a  friend';  having  for  ene- 
mies even  thpfe  men  whom  I  have  obliged*    Incumbered,  with 


*  It  would  tppear  from  the  foUowmg  paflaf  e,  tluit  the  colonel  had  fapenoten^eA 
the  education  of  hit  eldcft  grand^^laughter : 

«<  I  fhottld,  howeveri  be  ungrateful,  indeed,  if  I  did  not  mention,  painful  as  it 
inuft  be  to  mx  heart,  that  I  had  a  grand-father,  whofc  ieatoiBg  and  accompriihed  ^ 
manners  qualified  him  to  inftruA  all,  and  who  .found  it  a  pleafure,  as  he  feic  it  a  dutyt 
to  inftrud  me* 

'<  But  he  is  no  more.  ■  In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year  lie  felt  a  prey  to  forrow  and 
dtfappointmcnt,  leaving  nothing  to  me  but  the  example  of  his  virtnes^  which  it  will 
be  my  conftant  endeavour  to  imitate,  and  the  fad  regret  for  his  end,  which  I  fliall  not 
ccafe  to  fee),  tiU  my  left  6gh  has  efcaped  me. 

**  My  grand-father  was  colonel  Frederick;  a  charader  whofe  amiable  quafitiet 
fliade  him  belotred ;  and  whofe  independent  fpiilt  kept  him  poor.  Who  after  haTinp 
been  thought  worthy  of  diliinguiihed  confidence  by  pcrfonagesof  the  Arft  rank,  ao4 
confcions  that  he  had  fulfilled  every  duty  conne£^ed  with  it,  fell  a  facri£ce  to  that 
nice  fenfe  of  honour  which  has  fometlmes  forced  defpondlng  virtue  to  feck  a  pie? 
mature  grave.**  • 

Jtre/ace  to  *•  Tantbij  w  the  TUnoer  of  Caernaruon^'*  A  VoveU  '*  ^/ 
£m\ly  Clarkt  Grand- Daughter  to  the  late  Cehnel  Frederick ^  aiU 
^r^t  CrMnd-Djugbttf  to  TJbtodor$  Kln^^of  Corfica^^ 

t  debts^ 
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debts,  and  fo  poor  that  I  live  only  frotd  dajr  to  day,  .and  foflle* 
time  1  havcnothing  to  live. 

^^  To  thefe  I  have  oppofed  magnanimity  to  diftre^,  nature  to 
law,  and  reafon  to  the  troables  of  the  foul.'* 

Qn  this  awful  occafion  (his  purpofe  being  at  length  fixed)  hil 
condufl  afforded  a  lingular  fpecimen  of  calm  intrepidity ;  and 
there  is  perhaps  no/inftance  on  record,  in  which  fuicide  has  ever 
been  committed  with  more  cool  determination.  Indeed  hm 
feemsy  on  this  occaCon,  to  have  refolved  the  long  agitated  pro* 
blem,  whether  felf-deftru£tion  be  not  always  produced  by 
infanity  ? 

Having  procured  and  loaded  a  piftol,  and  being  no  longer 

apprehenfive*  of  the  myrmidons  of  the  law,  whofe  power  he 
could  now  fet  at  defiance,  he  arofe  at  the  ufual  hour  in  the 
morning  of  Wednefday  February  i,  1796,  and  walked  out  ia 
his  cuftomary  manner,  without  exhibiting  any  figns  of  agitation^ 
or  betraying  any  fymptoms  of  his  dreadful  purpofe,  to  thofe 
whom  he  accofled. 

Towards  the  afternoon  he  proceeded  to  Storey  Vgate  cofiee- 
houfe,  Weftminftcr,  a  place  often  frequented  by  him,  where 
he  dined.  He  then  called  for  his  half  pint  of  port,  a  quantity 
he  rarely  exceeded ;  looked  over  the  morning  papers ;  alked  for 
and  perufed  an  evening  one ;  and  departed,  at  eight  o'clock,  with 
his  accuftomed  ferenity..  « 

Having  then  repaired  ftraight  to  the  gate  of  Weftminfter- 
abbey,  which  is  in  the  immediate  vicinage,  he  pulled  out  the 
inllrument  of  deilru£tion  from  his  pocket,  and^  applying  it  to 
his  temple,  drew  the  fatal-  trigger,  'and  in  a  moment  ceafcd  to 
exift  *. 

Several  people  In  the  neighbourhood  heard  the  ^exptofion ; 
but  the  caufe  was  not  difcovered  until  fome  ihort  time  after* 
wards,  when  a  boy,  perceiving  the  body  lyitlg  proftrate  on  the 

*  It  11  not  a  litde  remarkable^  that  a  gentleman  who  had  hear^  of  colonel  Fie^e* 
ntk*s  diftrefiy  mentioned  it  to  fevefal  others  of  bis  acquainunce^  and  they  hid  ac* 
tually  met  in  Gerrard-ftreet^  Soho,  and  were  deliberating  on  the  means  of  prefeating 
l^m  with  afmafl  fum  of  money,  in  fuch  a  delicate  manner  as  not  to  woMsdhii  fid^ 
»iX<>  i*t  the  very  mbment  the  dreadful  cataArophe,  juft  mentioned,  4ccurre4« 

ground/ 
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groQody  advanced  and  took  up  the  piftoL  The  alarm  was  n6w 
given ;  for  it  was  inftantly  fuppofed  that  a  murder  bad  been 
committed.  On  this  the  lad»  who  gave  a  very'unfatisfac- 
tory  account  of  what  he  had  feen,  was  taken  into  cuftody ;  and 
being  i  carried  before  a  .  magiftrate,  was  clofely  interrogated, 
when  the  truth  was  difcovered,  and  dll  the  particulars  made 
known. 

No  fooner  was  the  event  mentioned  in  the  newfpapen,  than 
fever^  friends  of  the  deceafed  met,  atnd  determined  not  only  to 
fubfcribe  towards  the  expence  of  his  burial,  but  al(b  to  attend 
in  perfon,  and  pay  the  laft  tribute  of  refpe£t  to  a  tnan  who  had 
feen  better  days ;  in  whofe  company  they  had  pafifed  many 
cheerful  hours;  and  whofe  misfortunes  they  all  compaffionatcd. 
The  body  was  accordingly  carried  to  an  undertaker's,  and  on 
the  evening  of  Monday,  February  6,  was  depofited  in  the 
church-yard  of  St.  Anne»  Soho,  by  the  fide  of  Theodore  king 
of  Corfica. 

The  late  lady  James,  who  had  long  a£l:ed  the  part  of  a  zeal- 
ous and  fincere  frFend  to  the  family,  exerted  herfeif  en  this  oc* 
cadon,  and  procured  about  two  hundred  pounds  by  public  fub- 
fcription.  She  alfo  left  ten  guineas  for  a  monument,  to  record 
die  colonel's  unfortunate  end ;  and  his  daughter  has  given  the 
neceflary  orders  for  its  ere£lion« 

The  following  is  the  Infcriptlon  intended  to  be  placed  over  his  Grave : 

HERB  LIE 
THE    MORTAL    REMAINS   OP 

COLONEL    FREDERICK, 

SON    OF     THEODORE     KING     OF    CORSICA. 

IM    HIS    DEPORTMENT    HE    WAS    A    FINISHED    GENTLEMAN; 

HIS    PRINCIPLES   OF    HONOUR,    HONESTY,  AND  T^UTH, 

-  EVE^  UNDISPUTED,  WERE  TRULY  PRINCELY^ 

HE    WAS   l^OOR    IN   CIRCUMSTANCES, 

BUT  RICH  IN   THE   POSSESSION   OP  EVERY  VIRTUE  I 

AND 
.  SUCH    WAS     HIS     BENEVOLENCE,     THAT     HIS    GREATEST 

DISTRESS 
AROSE    FROM   tti'B,  WAJ^T    O^   ABILITY   TO    RELIEVE  THfi 

DISTRESSES    OF    OTHERS. 
-  OOD  BE  WITH  HIM  *. 

*  It  It  »  cunous  fa£t',  that  the  firft  part  of  tke  epiuph  wai  pemied  by  hit  bair-* 
ireflcr,  sad  piaoed  above  his  grave  at  the  tine  Qf  lAleiiaeiit* 

Here 
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Here  Frederick  lies,  Misibitune's  early  (m-^ 
Dcferving  moft,  yet  meeting  leaft  from  fete  : 

To  him  the  griefs  of  Theodore  were  known ; 
Carefs'd,  and  then  abandoned  by  the  great. 

How  intVeft  promis'd,  and  how  pride  deceivM, 
Of  (mall  importance  to  their  afhes  now  : 

By  men  negle£t£d,  yet  by  God  receiv'd. 
Their  fpirits  reft  beyond  the  reach  of  woe.  ^ 

• 

This  laft  fad  tribute  from  a  daughter  fiows^ 

To  whom  the  cup  of  bittcrnefs  defcends  ;    f 

The  mournful  heirefs  to  their  mingled  woes! 

Perhaps  the  vuStim  of  imagined  friends  !    ' 

Thus  periAied,  in  the  7  ad  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  in  z 
ibreign  land,  Frederick,  who,  in  alludon  to  his  defcept*  was  ac-^ 
cuftomed  jocularly  to  call  himfelf  Prince  of  Capraja,  a  little  ifland 
in  the  Mediterranean,  fttbjet^  to  Corfica.  He  was  a  man  of  con* 
fiderable  reading,  and  poilcfTed  extenfive  information  relative  to 
foreign  afiairs,  and  the  particular  intereftsand  intrigues  of  the  va- 
rious flates  of  Europe.  •  No  one  W2^  better  acquainted  with  the 
jfineffi  of  negociation ;  the  etiquette  of  courts,  particularly  thofe  of 
Germany ;  the  views  and  intentions  of  the  continental  princes  ; 
and  the  claims  and  pretenfions  of  the  papal  fee.  He  would  enter 
into  difquifitions  refpeAing  the  pope*s  difputes  with  Venice, 
quote  Fra.  Paolo  on  the  council  of  Trent,  and  deliver  an  elaborate 
diflertation  on  the  feudal  fubje£lion  of  Naples,  and  the  mtich  agl-> 
tated  claim  about  the  palfrey !  In  fliort,  no  man  was  better  cal-^ 
culated  for  diplomacy,  or  more  fitted  to  have  become  a  minifler 
to,  or  from,  one  of  the  Italian  or  German  principalities. 

In  addition  to  the  qualifications  already  defcribed,  feW  military 
men  had  ftudied  the  art  of  war  with  more  fuccefs.  The  colo- 
nel was  minutely  acquainted  with  all  the  tranfaftions  that  had 
occurred  during  the  continental  contentions  of  the  prcfent  ctn* 
tury.  He  could  defcribe  the  pofitionsof  the  great  Frederick, 
Browne,  Daun,  and  Loudohn,  the  celebrated  generals  of  Maria- 
Therefa,  with  wonderful  preciiion ;  and,  recurring  for  example 
and  elucidation  to  antiquity,  fupporthis  arguments  by  quotations 

from  Caefar  and  Folybiu^ 

III 


In  perfofthe  was  of  the  middle  fize,  being  about  five  feet  eight 
inches  high-;  mufcular,  vigorous,  and  admirably  proportioned. 
All  thofe  who  had  feen  him  while  a  yoting  man,  aiTert  that  hd 
had  been  uncommonly  handfome.  The  olive  hue  of  his  com« 
plexion  teftified  him  to  have  been  born  under  a  fouthern  fky, 
and  his  white  hair  gave  him  a  venerable  appearance;  but  he 
bore  no  marks  of  the  debility  or  decrepitude  of  age. 

His  drefs  was  plain,  but  neat ;  he  ufually  wore  a  blue  coat 
with  a  red  cape,  white  cloth  waiftcoat  and  breeches,  and  in 
winter  a  pair  of  military  boots,  with  a  loofe  blue  great  coat. 
Sometimes  he  put  on  a  black  fuit,  manufaftured  abroad,  thd 
dye  of  which  he  was  accuftomcd  to  gommend,  as  infinitely 
preferable  to  that  of  England ;  and  it  mud  have  poflefled  fome 
extraordinary  properties,  as  it  had  retained  the  undiminifhed 
luftre  of  its  original  tint  for  at  Icaft  ten  or  fifteen  years. 

On  extraordinary  occafions  he  wore  a  Wurtemberg  uniform  % 
and  moft  probably  accompanied  the  late  duke  of  Wurtemberg 
in  that  drefs  when  he  was  in  this  country  a  few  years  fincef. 

His 

*  The  colonel  once  told  the  writer  of  this,  with  great  good  humour,  tbathav'mg 
paid  a  vlfit  to  fir  William  James,  formerly  chairman  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  in 
Gerrard-ftreet,  the  footmen  miftook  his  regimenuls,  on  account  of  their  colour  and 
Ung  e|»aulets,  fotftlirerx.  He,  in  confequcncc  of  this,  could  get  rto  further  than 
the  hall,  until  introduced  by  the  baxonet  in  perfon,  who  made  many  apologies  for  the 
blunder  of  his  domeftics. 

f  At  the  colonel's  connexion  with  the  duke  of  Wurtemberg  has  been  doubted  bf 
fomcy  the  following  dedication  to  a  book  printed  in  England,  and  circulated  publicly 
both  here  and  on  the  continent,  will,  in  fome  meafure,  tend  to  pot  that  matter  be« 
jond  fttfpicjon. 

'<  A  fon  Altefle  Sereniflime  Monfetgneor  le  Due  Regnant  De  Wurtemberg  &  De 
Teck,  Comte  de  Montbelliard,  Seigneur  De  Haydenheim,  JufUngcn,  &c.  icc> 
Chevalier  de  Tordre  la  Toifon  d'Or,  U  Feld-Marechal  de  TEmpire,  ftc.  dec. 
^*  Monfeigneur, 

««  Le  livre  que  je  preni  la  liberty  de  pr^fentcr  a  Votre  Altcffc  Screniffime, 
Itti  apperticnt  de  droit. 

«  Ce  fontdes  Memoires  pour  fcrvir  I  Thiftoire'd^un  peuple,  chee  qui  un  prince 
de  Votre  AugnAe  Maifon  *,  dcja  renomme  "par  fes  exploits  militaires,  ff  diflingua 
par  fet -iusai^ret  pojitiques,  &  par  fon  humanitc.    Mon  pcre  lul  ddt  aufli  la  celebtite, 

Z  -  que 
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}I'is  cane,  which  was  fomenmes  adorned  with  a  gr^e^  61}f.  %?ng« 
interwoven  with  gojdt  was  generally  bung  at  his  brc:^,  after 
the  manner  of  9  Pruffian  major's. 

There  is  fcarcely  a  coffpe-houfe  in  ihe  city  of  Weftminftcr, 
in  which  the  Colonel's  £sice  was  not  familiar »  and  he  yidted  two, 
and  fometimes  three,  every  day»  particularly  the  Salopian,  thp 
Cannon,  and  Mills's  i^  Gerrard-ftrcet.  He  Kved  for  many 
years  in  Northumberland-ftreet,  in  the  Strand,  and  bad  a  nuni- 
ber  of  little  harm]eis  peculiarities.  He  never  put  on  a  ps^ir  of 
iboes  until  the  maid  bad  fcrubbcd  the  houfe  In  them,  and  wora 
them  for  a  fortnight.  If  he  dined  at  one  place,  he  was  fare  to 
take  his  tea  at  another.  He  was  wonderfully  abftemious  both  in 
ciatii^  and  drinking ;  his  reckoning  was  accordingly  proportion* 
9tely  fmall,  (Jsldom  exceeding  two  (hillings  and  fix-pence*  H^ 
never  was  feen  with  more  than  half  a  guinea  at  a  time ;  and,  on 
being  afked  t^e  reafon  by  a  friend,  he  replied,  **  that  this  great 
town  was  full  of  diftrefled  men,  many  of  whom  he  knew ;  and  if 
he  was  difcovered  with  any  thing  Worth  borrowing,  he  fliould  be 
afked  for  it,  and  could  not  refufe." 

Being  induced  by  his  wants  to  contract  many  debts,  and  even 
to  raife  money  on  his  notes  of  hand,  it-  was  neceflary  that  both 

^ue  Ittt  aot  attir^  fes  malbeurs.  Son  attachement,  lorsqu*!!  etoit  en  Suede,  wax  intc* 
x£ts  d^  prUce  MaximilicA  *>  qui  jeune  encore  s" acquit  taot  4c  gloite  aoptcs  de 
Charles  XII.  lui  meriu  U  bienveiilaoce  da  priace  Loiiit. 

<<  Get  blenveiijaoce  fut  U  fource  de  fa  premiere  Haifon  avec  let  Corfet,  it  enfulte 
de  (on  exaltation  au  trSne.  Ainfi,  monfeigDeur^  h  procedion  de  Tavgofte  Maifoa 
dtt  Wurtemberg  enyeri  noaa  aiant  de  Ahauta  priacipes,  mon  attachemeAt  poor  iea 
\nteret8  eft  bien  naturel,  pui$  qull  eft  fa^r^ditaire. 

'*  j^ofe  done  me  flatter  que  votre  Altefle  Sereniflime,  le  regardant  conxme  tef» 
me  fera  riionoeur  de  me  coAtinuerles  occaAont  de  lui  proaver  mon  i^nsiration  pour 
fcs  grandes  qualites,  mon  acle,  pour  fa  gloire,  ma  reconnaifl^nce  pour  k<  graces  dif- 
tingutfcs,    done    elle    ]Xi*a   honnor^,  &  Ics  trea  p^pfond  refpei^  avec  le  ^uel  je 

Monfeigneur, 

De  Yotre  ahefle  rer^idime^ 
Les  trea  bumble 

£t  trei  obeiflfant  ferritear, 

FREDERICIC** 

•  La  prhtct  MaxtmUien  Se  fTttrtemterg, 

chriilian 
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thriftian  and  furname  fliould  appear  to  his  obligations.  He 
accordingly  aflfumcd  that  of  FEiiix,  in  addition  to  Fredericic, 
and  was  accuftomed  to  exclaim^  <*  O  iofelix  Felix !"  afierting 
at  the  fame  time,  that  ev«ry  one  who  had  ufed  it,  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  world  until  his  time,  had  proved  eminently  un- 
fortunate. 

As  to  his  religion,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  he  had  been, 
and  perhaps  flill  remained,  a  catholic.  This  was  a  fubjedt, 
however,  which  he  always  confidered  in  a  political  point  of 
view ;  and  he  has  been  often  heard  to  remark,  that  of  all  others 
the  faith  and  ceremonial  of  the  catholic  church  were  bed  fuited 
for  a  monarchy,  being  an  excellent  (late  engine,  in  confequence 
of  the  paffive  obedience  it  recommended,  and  the  difclofures 
likely  to  be  produced  by  confeflion. 

In  refped  to  his  poverty,  a  fubjeft  of  great  delicacy  with 
others  in  the  fame  fitiaation,  he  was  accuftomed  to  make  merrv. 
and  even  to  recapitulate  his  own  embarraflments*  Oiijc  of  thefe 
occurred  during  the  refidence  of  count  Poniatowfky  in  this 
country.  That  nobleman,  he  faid,  had  often  heard  of"  Dolly's 
beef-fteak  houfe,"  and  wiflied  to  dine  there.  The  colonel 
accordingly  accompanied  him,  and  after  a  frugal  repaft,  which 
was  coQcluded  by  ^  bottle  of  port,  the  bill  was  called  for— 
when  lo !  neither  of  them  having  wherewithal  to  pay  it,  the 
prince  of  Capraja  retired,  leaving  the  future  king  of  Poland  in 
cuftody  for  the  reckoning,  until  he  had  relcafed  him  by  means 
of  a  fum  of  money,  for  which  he  depolHed  his  watch  at  a 
joeighbofuring  pawnbroker's ! 

Colonel  Fn^derick  indulged,  during  his  leifure  hours;  in  lite- 
rary avpcations,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  left  (everal  manufcripts 
beh'md  him.  There  are  but  two^  books  known  to  be  his,  and 
they  are  both  on  the  fame  fufoje£l;  viz. 

I.  "  Memoirs  pour  fervir  a  THiftoire  de  Corfe,"  publilhcd 
in  1768.    ^ 

And  2.  "  The  Defcription  of  Corfica,  with  an  Account  of 
its  Union  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  Including  the  Life 
of  General  Paoli,  and  tlie  Memorial  prefented  to  the  National 
Aflembly  of  France  upon  the  Forefts  in  that  Ifland,  with  z 
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plan  highly  beneficial  to  both  ftates.  Uluftratcd  with  a  Map  of 
Corfica.     Dedicated  to  his  Majefly.     1798.". 

He  has  left  behind  him  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Clark,  whole,  huf- 
tand  holds  a  fmall  place  in  the 'cuftom-houfe  at  Dartmouth. 
That  lady  has  four  children  ;  a  fon,  Frederick- Anthony,  who  by 
the  kindnefs  of  Lord  Eufton  is  at  prefent  a  Iftutenant  in  die 
Weft  Suffolk  militia,  now  ferving  in  Ireland.  The  names  of 
«  her  daughters  are,  Emily,  Ann-Louifa,  and  Elizabeth.  The 
cldcft  has  lately  written  a  novel,  called  "  lanthe,  or  the  Flower 
of  Caernarvon,"  2  vol.  12  mo,  &c.  and  is 'now  employed  on 
another,  about  to  be  printed  by  fubfcription. 

She  alfo  paints  *  miniatures,  and  is  already  a  promifing  ardfl. 
The  fecond  not  only  excels  in  a  particular  manner  in  botanical 
fubje£ts,  and  draws  admirably,  but  alfo  teaches  chofe  of  her  own 
fex, 

A  family,  thus  defcended,  thus  reduced,  and  thus  employed, 
ought  afluredly  to  excite  the  attention  and  patronage  of  a  gene- 
rous nation. 


Having  fald  fo  much  of  colonel  Frederick  and  his  family,  it 

now  remains  to  take  notice  of  fome  of  the  papers  left  behind 

'him.    It  is  evident,  from  fuch  of  thefe  as  have  been  put  into  the 

editor's  hand,  that  he  carried  on  a  very  cxtenfive  correfpondencc, 

'  with  various  perfons,  in  different  countries  in  Europe. 

Many  of  thefe  are  dated  "  Heilbronn,  1780-1781  ;*'  they  fcem 
to  be  written  by  a  young  lady  of  great  fenfibility,  who  had  abjured 
the  Catholic  religion,  and  after  adopting  the  Lutheran,  appears  to 

*  The  following  card  is  publiflied  here,  not  only  on  accoant  •(  itt  extreme  £agn* 

laritv^  but  aHbfrDm  fi  Ur  beuei*  motive— >chc  wiih  of  attra^ing  theatteodon  •£  the 

public,  and  more^efpecially  thofe  of  her  own  fex,  to  the  iltuatiofi  of  a  defenrkij; 

young  female. 

.      .1      .     .      <«  MISS  CLARK, 

G&ANO  Daughter  of  thx  late  Colohxl  FKBDsaiCKy 

Sen  of  Theodore^  King  of  Corfica, 

Paints  L»kcncffcs  in 'Miniature,  from  i%vo  to  three  Goineas* 

No.  136,  New  Boni-fVect. 
Hours  of  altendance  from  twelve  in  the  morning  untj]  four/* 

have 
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!iave  taken  refuge  in  Germany.  The  extreme  fimplicity  of  this. 
actompKfhcd  female  would  ferve  to  excite  a  fmile,  were  it  not 
checked  by  the  melancholy  reflexions  arifmg  frohi  her  unfor- 
tunate fituation.  At  one  time  ihe  folicits  the  colonel  to 
efiabli(h  her  in  a  boarding  fchool  in  London;  at  another  ihe  re^ 
quefts  him  to  prefent  fome  German  verfes  to  lady  Charlotte 
Finchy  for  the  infped:ion  of  the  queen  of  England,  in  whofe 
fervice  {he  hopes  to  be  entertained.  In  the  mean  while,  having 
accidentally  feen  a  German  prince  at  the  houfe  of  a  friend,  {he 
enters  into  a  negoctation  to  procure  a  regiment  for  the  colonel, 
and  is  herfelf,  at  the  very  fame  time,  almoft  deflitute  of  an  afy- 
lum,  and  trembling  at  the  idea  of  being  once  more  {hut  up  in  a 
convent  *• 

Tfie  next  correfpondence  we  {hall  take  notice  of  is  that  of 
a  celebrated  divine,  who  more  than  expiated  the  offence  of  for- 
gery by  an  ignominious  death.  It  would  appear  that  the  colonel 
vifited  him  in  Newgate,  converfed  with  him  relative  to  his  me- 
lancholy {ituation,  and  adminiftered  much  comfort  and  confola- 
tion. 

•  «  J*ai  det  eanemiK  qui  me  perfecatent  avec  autant  plui  it  Aireur,  qu*ik  ont  a 
raugir  de  I'etre!  Je  me  flatiois  enva'rn  d*appaifer  leur  in  jufle  courrouz,  par  une 
conftantc  patience,  par  one  fermete  inebranlabJe.  Incapable  de  toute  vcngcnce,  j'ef- 
perois  Ics  forcer  a  la  fin,  d*avoucr  leur  torts  !  Mais  que  je  coanoifTais  peu  une  certaia 
(cnre  d'hommea  1 !  Tant  perleeuteui  de  mauTaife  caufe  a  abjure  Thamaniie.  Ef- 
perer  de  le  gagner-- -Oh  efperons  plutot  de  pouvoir  tianfplanter  des  mootaghes. 

«<  11  eft  vrais  que  j'ai  maintenant  un  az'ile  fur,  que  Mr.  and  Madame  De  B— —  fe 
content  de  me  juger  par  mes  actions,  que  ce  digne  couple  m^aime,  m'eftime,  maisie 
pere  de  moii  ami,  qui  n'ignore  pas,  que  je  ne  fuis  point  de  leur  religion-— me  detefte; 
aJ  accable  fes  enfans  de  reprochca,  et  les  cxliorte  de  fe  defaire  de  moi-^le  bon  Ticllacd ! 
— cepend^t,  aprcs  cela^voui  fent^i ,  men  refpe^Ue  ami !  que  dani  det  circonftance* 

parellles  mon  Irjonr  nc  peut  pas  etre  de  longue  duree  ici J*etoU  refolu  de  me 

fauver  pour  quelques  terns  chez  un  m'niftre  Lutherien  mats  Madame  De  B 
s*y  oppofa  avec  tant  d'amitie,  que  je  lui  promis  de  ne  la  point  quitter  Phyver. 

^  Mais  ce  terme  expire;  le  beau  pere  youdroit  etre  ccoute  etre  obei ! £t 

fugfairi  done  f   Dans  ma  patrUjje  ne  puis  fue  cbercber  un  e§uventj  et  vCy  enterrer  aiant 
pajftt  nan  enfance  dans  une  telle  ptifoti,  j'en  connois  aflcz,  pour  en  trembler !     Haine» 
envie,  fuperftition,  et  mille  autres  maux  m*y  attendent.    II  eft  bien  nature],  qu^  je 
cbeicbcs  d'ccbapper  a  une  telle  vie,  ^  une  condition  fi  dure  a  une  etat  fi  miferable* 

Votrc  tret  bumble  et  tres  obcifantet  fervante, 

N V * 
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Copy  of  a  Utter  from  Dr.  Dodd^  written  while  in  pryin^  t9 

Colonel  Frederick. 

**  Accept,  dear  fir,  my  b^  thanks  fdr  jdur  vefy  Rtitiiaiid  and 
eonfolatory  vifit,  and  permit  me  to  aflore  you  thslt  I  harye  con« 
verfed  wrth  fevr  whofe  feiKimtftits  hate  been  fe  fatMfa&ory  to 
me^  and  fo  fimilar  to  mj  own.  Life  has  ir6  thafms  imidft  this 
dreadful  firipwreck  which  I  have  brought  upon  myfelf  ^  and 
doath,  through  my  unihaken  confidence  in  redeeming  mercy, 
few  terrors. 

<*  Yet  I  diink  it  my  duty  to  Ao  all  I  can  to  pfeferve  that  life; 
and  I  will,  from  the  depth  of  my  foul  in  fincered  trtith  dedare 
to  you — that  my  firft  and  chief  wifli  for  its  prefervation  fprings 
from  an  ardent  defire  to  perfedfc  my  repentance,  and  to  (hew  to 
mankind  the  fincerity  of  that  repentance  by  a  conduct  the  molt 
humble,  holy,  and  exemplary.  Deeply  convinced  and  humbled 
to  the  duft  for  my  manifold  ofiences,  nothing  wounds  my  heart 
fo  much  as  the  fad  fenfe  of  public  fcandal  and  oiFence'  to  our 
divine  religion !  And  I  unceafingly  beg  of  God  to  grant  me  a 
little  time  to  (hew  to  all  the  world,  that  I  am,  indeed,  not  more 
fenfihle  of  my  fins,  than  folicitous  to  wipe  away  every  ftaia 
they  have  occafioned. 

'<  Pardon,  dear  fir,  this  eflfufion  of  my  fentiroents  drawn  finth 
by  a  fympathetic  intcreft  you  kindly  difcover  for  my  weliare. 
At  fuch  a  dreadfal  hour  as  this,  it  is  impoffible  to  diflemble ; 
and  I  blefsGod,  that  I  live  every  moment,  as  I  wifh  to  live  every 
future  moment,  always  in  his  prefence,  and  always  mod  thank<- 
fuUy  refigned  to  his  will.  I  ihall  be  extremely  happy  to  fee  you 
again,  fir,  whenever  your  humanity  will  permit  you  to  vifit  fo 
doleful  a  manfion  as  this  ;  and  if  in  the  mean  time  you  would  be 
fo  indulgent  to  me  as  to  favour  me  with  a  copy  of  the  king  of 
Pruflia's  lines,  which  you  repeated  (and  to  afk  for  which  was 
indeed  the  only  caufe  of  this  trouble),  you  will  greatly  oblige^ 

My  good  Sir,  one  of  the  moft  unfortunate 

and  truly  diftrefied  of  men, 
^/^'V  27,  1777.  W.  D/' 

It 
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It  would  appear  from  two  Icttcn  figncd  "  Van  Eupen,"  and 
dated  at  "  Bruxellcs,"  Odlobcr  5th  and  15th,  179©,  that  colo- 
nel Frederick  was  not  only  privy  to  the  proceedings  of  the  infur- 
gents  in  Flanders,  during  the  reign  of  Jofeph  and  Leopold,  but 
was  even  confulted  by  the  celebrated  author  of  thofe  conuno* 
tions. 

In  the  firft'of  thefe  ^,'  which  is  drawn  up  fomewhat  in  the  man- 
ner of  a  juftificatory  memorial^  the  author  infifts, 

^  Tbis  flate  ptper  (for  fo  it  may  be  ctUed)  ii  too  curious  to  W  omitted  bati  and 
it  it  accordingly  printed  from  the  original* 

'  *<  Tfti  en  ^inc  de  n*avoir  pO  iyoit  la  fatiifadion  de  rnVxpH^oer  aivec  toui,  et 
panetre  de  la  plui  vive  reconnoiflance  pour  ratt<icbement  que  voui>  p*rtez  a  notrt 
caufe,  je  defire  ardemtr.ent  de  fuppleer  par  la  plume  au  defaac  d'entrettea  de  Bouche  { 
j'aime  a  rendre  compte  de  noa  afaSres  a  de  perfooAes  fenfires,  Ubfes  de  prejuges,  et  far 
toat  amis  de  notre  patrie. 

'<  La  Maifun  d*autriche  a  perdu  le  dtoit,  ^u*e!]e  ponvoit  avoir  fur  nou&,  droit  ^ui 
n*a  jamais  eu  ^ue  le  nom  de  la  fouveninete.  Par  noa  aaciqoet  confticutions  la  milke 
apparCcfloit  aus  etacs|  et  ce  n'cft  que  fout  Marie  Therefe  que  lea  intrigues  de  la  cour  et 
la  foibleife  des  eute  ont  ravi  a  la  nation  cette  precieufe  referve$  jamaii  notre  chef 
n*a  eu  ledroit  de  battre  monnole  fant  le  coAfentemencdet  etats,  il  i^  pouvoit  fans  eux 
nL  /aire  la  guerre  ni  faire  la  paixy  il  ne  pouvoit  porter  aucune  loi  pat  mime  pour  lea 
douanea,  fans  la  fin£tion  du  confeil  Je  la  Province}  il  ne  pouvoit  aliener  ni  grever 
ics  blent  dominiauK»  (ant  la  permifGen  de  la  nation^  il  n*etoit  en  un  mot  qa*on  gou* 
veraeur  titre,  aunt  une  portion  circonfcrite  dans  le  pouvoir  executif,  et  toute  la  fouve- 
rainete  refidoit  dans  la  nation  ou  fes  reprefentans.  £n  vertu  de  cette  fouverainete  lea 
etats  de  Brabant  deporterent  Jean  IV.  chaHerent  le  due  D*Anjou  et  les  Provinces- 
nnies  depofercnt  Philippe  II.  aucun  de  ces  princes  n'avoit  cte  tyran  au  point  que  Ta 
ate  Jofeph  II.  aucun  de  ces  princes  n'a  tic  plus  folemnellement  et  d^apres  de  motiA 
plus  graves  declare  dcchu  de  tout  fon  pouvoir,  que  Jofeph  II.  dans  ancua  cas  la  na» 
tson  ne  s'y  tA  pris  avec  plus  de  moderation ;  jamais  elle  n'a  fait  des  remontrancea 
p!us  Ttfpe€tut\iftSf  plus  preffantes  et  avec  plus  de  patience.    Elle  a  6t6  forc6t  enfia 

a'  ufer  de  fes  droit)  enconteftables Jofeph  II*  au  lieu  de  revenir  de  fes  erreurs^ 

nous  a  declare  la  guerre,  nous  avons  iti  vainqueors,  et  etant  libres  de  droit  en  vertu 
<fe  n6s  loix,  nous  nous  fommes  donne  la  libert^  de  fait,  par  la  "force  de  nos  bras.  Nous 
I'avoxis  done  conquife  par  une  guerre  audi  jtifte  de  notre  cdce,  qu'inique  de  la  part  de 
notre  ennemh  Nous  I'avions  conquife  de  droit  et  de  fait,  lors  que  celni  qui  nooa 
Pavoit  difpat^,  fans  pouvoir  revendiquer  fon  droit,  qui  n'etoit  plus  qu  'imaginairr,  vint 
a  mourir  J  de  quel  droit  fea  heritiers  viennent  ill  reclamer  an  droit  comme  heritage^ 
que  le  defunt  en  mourant  n'avoit  plus,  et  qti*il  avoit  perdu  de  droit  et  de  fait*  Pour- 
qjuoi  ne  redament  ils  pas  la  Silelic,  et  les  heritiers  de  Philippe  II.  Pourquoi  ne  recla- 
ment  ils  pas  les  frpt  Provinces- unies.    Telle  eit  notre  caufe,  le  ciel,  et  I'Eumpeen 

font  cemoinf>  et  cDe  fe  trouve  fant  ftppuy. . . .  foit.    Elle  a  de  puiifant  ennemit 

Z4  foift 
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I/?,  That  the  foverelgnty  of  the  houfc  of  Auftrhr  over  the 
Belgic  provinces  was  merely  nominal.  ' 
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foit  encore.  Mais  feroit  il  poOilile  Monfieur,  que  les  AngloiS)  qui  au  commencement 
de  ce  fiecle  nous  ont  tant  follicite  et  nous  ont  engages  par  Torgane  du  4uc  de  Marl- 
bourough,  fous  les  ftipulations  les  plus  facrees  de  no$  loix  et  de  nos  conftitoclons,  foua 
U  garantie  la  plus  fonDclley  a  rencrer  fous  la  domlflati&n  de  cette  infidieufe  et  ingrate 
Maifoo^*  meconuuHent  aujourd'huy  les  droits  invlolables  d*unf  nation  Hbre  et  digae 
de  Petre.  Se'roit  il  poifible  que  la  nation  Angloife,  cette  illuftre  nation  devint  un 
joar^  fous  les  mains  de  ces  miniftres,  rinftrument  fatal  de  notre  EfcUyage!  c'eftce 
pendant  de  quoi  nous  fommes  menace's.  Le  cabinet  de  Londres  eft  peut  etxt  notre 
plus  nedoutable  enneroi  et  pourquoi*— en  volci  les  motifs. 

1.  <<  lis  craignent  pour  leur  commerce. 

2.  ''  lis  craignent  une  coalition  de  nos  Provinces  avecla  France. 

3.  <<  lis  croient  qu'atec  la  Maifoa  d'AutrichC}  fi  elie  doniine  ici^  lis  o'aaroiit  liea  a 
eraindie  de  tout  eda. 

<'  Pardonnez  fi  je  fuis  un  peu  long>  j'aimerois  de  vous  mettre  an  fait^  et  par  la  dant 
Wets  de  defendre  nocre  caufe,  en  plaidant  celle  da  votre  patrie. 

**  Notre  commerce  ne  peut  jamais  donnef^mbrage  au  Cummerce  de  TAogletere  qu'en 
ebraojanten  meme  tems  celui  de  la  HoUande,  et  ceci  ne  peut  jamais  avoir  lieu  que  par 
la  navigation,  tant  en  ouvrantTefcautque  par  ie  port  d'Oftende,  &c.  pour  cooper  court 
aux  details,  n'jr  auroit  il  pas  moien  de  donneraces  dent  putflfncet  telle  affurancv 
a  ce  fujet,  qui  peut  exclone  toute  inquietude — :t  meme  les  raflfurer  d'avantage,  car 
tout  ce  que  la  Maifon  d*Autriche  a  ftipule  jufqu*ici,  relativemcnt  a  Tefcaut,  en  com* 
meiicant  du  trait<$  de  Munfter  de  164S  eft  parfaitement  nul  de  droiti  par  une  raifoHf 
que  la  politique  de  la  Maifon  d*Autrichc  et  la  crainte  de  la  Nation  ISclgiqoe  n'ont  pas 
permis  a  Tune  et  a  Tautre  de  toucher,  lors  de  la  defliiere  diflicuite  ^ntrp  Jofeph  II.  et 
les  Provinces-unies.  Cette  nit^n  eft  neanmolns  la  feule  bonne  qu'on  pouvoit  oppofer 
a  U  HoUande,  contre  le  traite  de  Munfter,  et  qu'on  peut  encore  oppofer  aa  demler 
traicc;. 

<'  Ln  voici  cetts  raifon :  Par  nos  conftitutions  notre  chef  n'avoit  aucun  ponvoir  a  faire 
I4  guerre  ou  la  paix  fans  I'intervcntion  det  etaca,  il  ne  pouvoit  ceder,  engager,  grever 
ou  gcner  en  manitre  quelconque  aucune  des  pofleflions  Beigiques,fans  un  coafcntement 
cxpres  des  cuts.  Or  bien  loin  que  les  etats  aiient  confenti  dans  renchaxnement  dt 
TEfcaut,  ils  s'y  font  exprefl'ement  oppofes.  Et  il  eft  certain  que  cet  engagement  eft  ab- 
folument  nul.  Ne  croyez  vous  pas  que  les  Aaglois,  que  les  HoUandois  plaideroieat  kar 
propri  caufc,  en  contradant  avec  l^  nation  memcj  facandeoret  fa  Loyaut^  reconnnet 
de  tout  tems,  par  les  Remains  memes,  kur  feroient  des  garants  bteo  plus  %un,  ^ue 
toute  les  aftertions  d'une  cour,  qui  n'a  jamais  cefle  depuis  Charks  V.  de  Cromper  fet 
peuples  et  fes  allies.  Qu'on  fafte  done  avant  tont  an  traite  de  commerce  avec  BouSy 
qu'on  le  garantifte  par  tous  let  moiens  imaginables,  qu'on  le  fafle  a  I'indefini  oa  a 
terme,  comme  on  Ta  fait  jadis  avec  TEfpagne,  qu'il  ait  lieu  meme  en  cas  de  )gucrre. 
Qui  ferons  nous  jamais  pour  Tenfriendrey  foit  par  infidelite  foit  par  avarice.    Sana 

*  La*preuve  sV«  trmvt  dam  itt  diffitrcntn  ctfitulsttom  ttfkcuy  rthtives. 
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9,dlyj  That  by  the  ancient  conftitntion  the  ftates  had  the  ibic 
^ire^ion  of  all  military  afiairs,  which  they  retained  until  the 

time 

■ 

^rincy  contre  deux  puiflances  maritimes  et  fonntdab]ts..*eb]ooit  d'ailleon  par  k 
bonheur  de  noCre  libertCi  reteout  par  la  reconnoiiTancey  il  y  conlera  un  fiecle  fans  ^u*« 
aucune  de  noa  provinces  ne  penfe^  ne  fonge  feuiement  a  etendre  un  commerce  noq- 
▼cauy  blen  moins  encore  a  en  entamtr  uu  contre  la  foi  d'un  traiti  conclu  et  arrete  par 
£i  nation  meme  j  mais  aprei  cent  ans  me  dires  vous.  Heias  Monfieur  cent  jours  en 
politique  eii  prefque  un  phenomene ;  ne  nous  foucions  pas  de  ce  qu'il  arrirera  apret 
cent  anS)  qui  fait  ce  que  le  fyft  heme  de  I'Europe  fera  apres  un  £ecle  ecoul^.  Profites 
.  Angloii  du  inoment,  fahes  valoir  vos  fabriques,  oter  en  (outes  iei  entraves>  foiez  juftet 
cavers  bous^  et  forces  notre  xeconnoiiTance  aetreUberale  et  genereufe  en  vers  vous; 
fervex  vous  de  notre  foiblefie  et  pour  nous  foutenir  et  pour  en  profiter  vous  mcmes; 
faite  nous  un  fort  ^eureuz  et  jouiHez  vous  memes  de  notre  bonbeur.  Exigcs  de 
nous  tout  ce  que  vous  pourriez  efperer  de  la  Maifon  d'Antriche,  et  je  vous  aflure  que 
vous  l'aures«  Expliqucr  nous  vos  cralntes,  nous  vous  raifurerons;  manifeftes  nous 
vou:»  defirs  et  nous  Jes  remplirons ;  la  bonne  foi  fera  votre  garant  etla  droiture  notre 
guide. 

.  ^<  Ne  craignez  pas  une  coalition  avec  laFrance*  kurs  prindpes  (bnt  trop  oppof(£s  aus 
ootres,  pour  jamais  fe  rencontrer;  et  plus  tot  les  Anglois  s'unironc  aux  Francois  qtfe 
les  Beiges.  Prets  a  lai0cr  a  tout  le  monde  pleine  et  enticre  liberte  de  voir  les  chofea 
comrae  il  voudra  les  voirt  nous  ne  difputerons  jamais  aux  Francois  leurs  maximes  ec 
leurs  priocipes,  mais  n%us  ne  les  adopterons*  jamais ;  il  eft  d'ailleurs  impoffible  que 
oous  les  adoptions^  une  nation  ne  change  pas  dans  une  joqrn^e  de  principes  et  d'opi* 
oionyil  faut  de  ilecles  pour  cela;  nous  ne  ferons  apres  tout  jamais  aifex  impolitiques^ 
jamais  afl'ez  imbecilles^  pour  ailer  partager  et  paVer  de  pair  avec  les  Francois,  leurs  im« 
menfes  dettes.  Nous  ferons  amis  de  Fran9ois  mais  fans  o0enfer  nos  autres  voifins, 
avec  qui  nous  ferons  egalement  amis*  D'ailleurs  les  Fran9ois  oat  adopts  comme 
nuxime  d'etat  de  ne  jamais  conquetir,  ii  feront  eux  memes  les  garantt  des  nos  ftipn* 
lations  avec  vou8»  fi  vous  nous  aides  a  eloigner  de  chea  nous  la  Maifoa  d'Autriche, 
auffi  ennemi  des  Fran^is^  quoique  amie  IntereHee  de  la  France^  que  les  Beiges.  Au 
moins  prenex  la  pieference^  eflaiez  nos  fentimens  avant  que  de  les  profcrire.  Et  ne 
vous  laiO'ez  pas  feduire  par  de  pretextes  frlvoles  de  nos  divifions  intemc8>  qui  n*exiflent 
'  que  dans  rimagination  de  ceux^  qui  font  interefles  a  les  faire  naiire»  et  qui  s'efforce&C 
a  W»  fuppofer  d'autant  plus  certainement,  qu'ils  font  plus  intimement  convaincua 
qu'elles  A'exiftent  pasj  ils  font  craindre  on  pretendu  penchant  de  quelques  provinces 
Xers  democratic  illimitee,  Sottifes  Monfieur,  que  la  politiques  miit  de  ceruins  gen^ 
met  en  jeu,  pour  couvrir  ou  un  interet  particulier  qui  les  determinei  ou  une  haine 
nchement  pai^e,  qu'ils  doivent  nourir  contre  nous,  aux  depens  meme  de  leura  com- 
spettans.  Je  fuis  fur  que  I'integre  Tincorruptible  Pitt  fait  comme  moi,  que  ces  pre« 
textes  font  vains  et  illufoires.  Jamais  aucun  etat,  aucun  de  nos  provinces,  n'a  ba« 
lance  encore  fur  la  dlAiniftion  inalterable  de  tr^is  ordres,  conformement  a  nos  conftitu* 
tions;  quelques  uns  ont  fent)  qu'il  etoit  jufte  de  rendreau  tiers  ordre,  les  prerogatives 
que  la  conftitution  luj  donne^  et  que  la  tyrannie  et  Toppitflion  feules  lui  avoient  otees; 
jaoiais  on  n'a  pcnfe  a  uae  aiTemblec  oationalc;  jamais  a  un  gouvernefflcnt  democra- 

«iqtic» 
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time  of  Mafia-TTierefa,  y^htn  they  M^ere  deprived  bf  thii  precious 
fight  by  the  intrigues  rf  fhfe  cbuft. 

fiqujfty  tt  jamAis  6u  n*y  penfera.  la  nation  nVn  fouftVe  pas  le  noni,  et  1e  peuple  s'eil 
Alt  theme  oppofe  a  c6Mt  des  etats^  qui  par  une  complaifance  peut  ctre  malvue,  maU 
C^rtainement  bien  Intcnfionee,  fe  foot  enohces  comme  fouverains  provoifoirement. 

^  Mcttez  en  paraleie  lea  moti{8»et  lea  maximcs  dc  la  revolution  Fran^oife  avec  let 
principea  et  les  motifs  de  la  notre,  I'eau  et  le  feu,  a'uniront  plus  atfement  que  ces  de\uc 
•atioBSf  au  molns  pour  le  fond  de  leur  gouvernement* 

V  Je  vous  envoye  Monfieur,  deux  imprime^  ^i  vous  donneront  ^utiques  eclaircifl*fr« 
jBCiia.  Notamment  fur  le  point  de  la  garaatic  de  TAngleterre  par  raport  a  la  pofl*ef* 
fion  de  la  Maifoa  d'Autriche  do  gouverncment  de  nos  provinces.  II  y  a  du  verbiage 
dans  ces  imprioiea  par  example  le  }eu  de  mots  de  Keutenmt  gouTcrnetirs  et  autrea; 
lemblables,  que  vous  faurer  bieh  difcemer  de  ce  qa'il  y  s  de  bon* 

^l\  eft  evident  qufcTAnglettfrre  n'a  pas  pu  garantir  cette  {vofleillcm  a  h  M^foo  d'Au- 
triche qus  conformement  h.  nos  Idlst  conftitutives  qu'elle  avoit  gararitifcs  en  pxttuM 
lieu>  et  A  n'efl  que  par  cette  garantie  que  TAngleterre  nous  a  indutcs  et  deierminei 
pour  notre  malheur  a  fubir  xxtit  {^conde  fois  ce  joug  infupportable.  Zfte  n'a  pxl-dVi!- 
kitrr  garantir  cette  pofTe/Bon  a  TAutnche  que  contre  une  invaifiori  injufte  de  toute 
^iflance'  ecringerey  znais  jamais  contre  les  droits  jutes  et  inioiYtsftaUes  ^u  p^Xi^ftS 
^*ilff  avoient  garjfntis  cut  memes  afvant  que  de  garantir  Uc  poAciSo'n  au  che/l  He 
JCfnnAcur  foyons  vr^s  tadt  que  hoUs  etiona  les  plus  foibles  la  jutlice  (fu  cabinet  da 
liOndres  n'a  pas  dit  le  nfoiy  elle  M  (^  foucioit  auCurtement  de  la  garantir  qu'clle  avolc 
d^nntfe  fi  faintement  ^  n'oi  confYiturionil,  elle  nous  a  aban(fonnd&  \  notre  malbei^eux 
Ibrt^elle  a^vfl  ndtre  oppreiTion  ^t  cHe  s*eft'  tuc>  elle  a  entencfu  nos  recla'mdtioas  majsf 
Ae  les  a  pa^  ecouttfs.  Et  ifiafntenant  que  nous  fommes  les  plus  forts  paf  la  protefiioA' 
flfible  dii  cicl  cUc  fe  rangcroit  cette  juftice  du  iote  de  nos  opprefTeurs,  pour  n^alnte'- 
miT  un  droit  qu'ils  n'ont  plus. .  . .  !  et  ce  feront  ics  Ang)ois^i  mai^ueront  ainfi  cette 

cftimabie  vertu,   la  protedtrice  des  nations  et  k  Mere  du  droit  de  gens. ! 

Q  juftice ! 

'<  Je  dois  iinir  ici  le  courier  mVchaperoit^  et  li  y  va  d^un  inter6r  trop  chbr  pour  perdre 
«n  ftui  nrtoment,  je  continoerai  par  le  courier  fuivant»  et  vous  dtmontririn  Moafittr$ 
Arxlangercufi!  influence  qutf  TAutriche  a  encore  fur  la  France;  FAngleterre ne  fauv 
sbit  agir  plus  impoUtiquem^nt,  qiie  de  foutenir  cette  M^fori,  contre  nous ;  Ht  nout 
dlle  n' aura  jamais  tien  a  craindrc^  mala  de  la  France  fouteflu«  par  TAutriche  enrtchle 
jfar  fioS  dcpouilles  elle  aur  i  tout  a  cratadre^  veriiiUer  pefcr  Monfieur^  ce  pica  des  mots 
et  vbus  en  aorea  affer. 

'  ^  Mr.  V^erbrouck  vous  parlera  de  rauffe  objet.  Defcndez'nous  Monlieur,  donner 
nous  de  defenfeurs^  et  je  feral  brilter  votre  nomdans  les  faftetde  notre  hlftotfe^  notre 
caufc  eft' jufte  et  dig*h'e  de  la  protedion  dci  Anglois. 

J*ai  i'honneur  d'etre  tres  parfaltement^ 
SruxelUs,  Mbn{ieur> 

5  Oflober,  1790,  Votre  tres  humble  et  trcs  obellTent  lerveteBr, 

«R.  S.  Van  EupEhV 
**  A  Monficur  Le  Colonel  Frederickj  a  Londres/ 
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3^/fy  lliat  the  priace  could  not  coin  money  without  the  con* 
lent  of  the  dates: 

4tbly^  Or  declare  war,  or  enter  into  any  treaty  for  peace: 

^thlyy  Or  regulate  even  tht  fees  of  the  coftom^houfei  without 
the  leave  of  the  council  of  the  province, 

6thlyy  He  could  neither  alienate  nor  burden  the  domains^ 
without  the  periniifion  of  a  nation^  of  which  he  was  nothing 
more  than  governor. 

And,  *]th{y^  That  he  poflefled  only  a  eircumfcribed  portion  of 
the  executive  power,  while  the  fovereignty  refided  in  the  nation^ 
or  its  reprefentatives. 

*  *  * 

In  the  fecond  it  is  attempted  to  prove,  that  if  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  ihould  be  able  to  reconquer  the  Belgic  provinces,  it 
would  affift  the  king  of  France  to  refume  **  the  poflef&on  of  his 
ancient  monarchical  power,  or  rather  tyranny,"  and  that  countrj 
would  once  more  become  the  enemy  and  the  rival  of  England. 

Van  Eupen,  who  wifhes  to  remove  every  idea  of  commercial 
jealoufy  in  refpe6l  to  the  opening  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt, 
is  anxious  above  all  things  to  form  a  clofe  and  intimate  con-> 
nexion  with  England,  which,  in  his  opinion,  appeared  at  that 
time  but  too  defirous  to  fupport  the  pretenfions  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  in  an  unjuft  aggreffion,  in  exprefs  oppofition  to  her  own 
dcareft  intcrefts.  This  and  the  former  letter  are  evidently  writteii 
for  the  purpofe  of  being  fhewn  by  colonel  Frederick  to  a  perfoa 
in  a  high  fituation  here. 

The  next  paper  propofed  to  be  taken  notice  of  is  the  fol- 
lowing draught  of  a  Latin  letter  from  the  king  of  England  to 
the  emperor  on  the  execution  of  Louis  XVL  The  reader  will 
perceive  that  colonel  Frederick  entertained  ideas  on  this  fubje<5t 
iimilar  to  the  other  princes  of  Europe :— 

G.  R.      \ 

IMPZRATORt 

SALUTEM. 

•*  Nunciatum  mihi  eft,  Ludovicum  fratrem  noftnim,  faftc-* 
Ciffidlis  moribus  Regem,  in  viitutum  prsmittm»  a  rebellibus  ex 

fententia 
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Icntentia  in, publico  foro  trucidatum,  quafi  nee  Deus  m  coelts, 
Dec  tantl  nefas  nuUus  elTet  ultor  in  terris. 

**  Scelus  impune  patratum  fceleribus  viam  cmoUit.  Rebclles 
igitur  nullo  vinculo  retenti  ab  incepto  non  defidunt.  Reginam 
ob  innumeras  animi  dotes  apprime  colendam,  una  cum  liberis  ct 
germana  in  triftiffimum  carccrem  fccludere  aufi  funt,  famulis  et 
ancillis  fubmotis»  calamo  ac  libris  interdidis  et  ac  fi.  infimae  et 
^jeftas  conditionis  eflent,  liulla  obfequia  nullum  pene  oftcium 
illis  pnebenl,  imo  vcro  contumeliis  morte  gravloribus  continuo 
torquent.  At  Rcgina  inviftum  gerens'animum  cxcmplo  docet, 
in  omni  vita  nil  cflc  ad  Laudem  illuftrius  quam  ipfa  calamitas. 
Ejus  tamen  fatum  non  fatis  defleri,  ncc  fubitas  fortunae  muta- 
tiones  fatis  mirari. 

••  Saevitia  per  urbis  viTccra  quafi  contagione,  vcl  peftilentia 
^uadam  graflante,  turba  procerum  et  civium  partis  regiae,  metu 
pcrculfi  caufum  defciunt  pro  qua  mori  pulchrum  fuiffct,  et  fe 
fitam  fugae  turpiter  comraittunt;  nunc  vero  in  jxcnam  inopes 
ct  defpefti  per  v arias  rcgiones  vaganlur,  fuppliciter  panem.pe* 
tcntes.  Qui  autem  difcedere  e  loco  indignum  putarunt,  cate- 
nati  in  carcercm  pcrdudii  funt,  et  inauditi  et  indefenfi  pecudum 
more  maftantur.  *  Nee  confangutneis,  amicis  vel  propinquis 
tuto  vifum  jufta  perfolvere,  vel  mcerorem  oftendere :  eo  cnim 
iientum  eft  ut  commiferatio  ipfa  pro.erimine  habcretur. 

**  Non  aliter  facvitum  eft  in  niatronas  ornatiflimas,  antiquif- 
fimi  generis,  et  multaruni  imagiaum,  nee  non  notae  probitatis 
ct  pudicitiae,  in  quarum  numero  crat  Lamballea  omnium  nobi- 
Tiffima,  et  magnp  in  honore  apud  Reginam.  Iftae  vero  immotse 
diris,  placida  fronte  aperiuijt  ferro  pe£lus,  et  acerbiffima  mofte 
pro  Rege,  et  patriae  legibus  viriliter  occumbunt,  grande  fideli- 
tatis  exemplum,  ct  eternae  laudis  inCgne  quidem,  fed  triftc 
jnonumentum. 

"  Poft  haec  faSa,  rebelles  crudefcente  furore,  cadavera  nuda, 

> 

vclut  omen  et.figna  triumphi  per  vicos  et  plataas  pertrahunt,  ct 
pro  majorl  ludibrio  (O  nullo  fcelus  credibile  in  sevo!  quiequid 
pudos  non  vifendum  vetat),  fpe£tatoribus  digito  notatur.  In- 
fuper  Lamballeae  caput  obtruncant,  et  cruore  confperfum 
afpeftu  que  horridum,   pro  munere   offcrunt  Reginae.     Quis 

cnim 
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cniin  Impcrator  auguftc  tam  expcrs  humanitatis  eft,  ut  ift 
haec  non  gravitcr  fcrat,  et  dolore,  et  indignatione  non  af- 
ficiatur  ? 

"  Pro  compcrto  eft,  Impcrator  avigufte,  flagitia  quae  figil- 
latlm  memoraviy  et  quam  plurima  Alia,  qus  animus  memi- 
nifle  horret,  ^t  quae  cum  tibi  fat  nota  fint,  hie  enarrare  fupcr- 
vacaneum  foret,  ab  Orleanfio  molita,  vir  dircipljnarum  omnium 
rudls,  mails  vero  artibus  imbutus,  procax,  crapulofus,  nequc 
confillo  nee  manu  fortis,  promifTi  parum  tenax,  in  perfidia  ftre- 
nuus,  beneficii  immemor,  erga  Regem  ingratiiTimus,  et  ca^is 
ejus  particeps. 

**  Regni  cupiditate  vehemcnter  accenfus,  fanguinis  vinculum, 
omnia  jura  lacerat  nil  impollutum  relinquit  ut  perveniatquo 
inepte  intendit. 

•*  Quotiefcumque  iftius  flagra  mentc  revolvo,  Indignatione 
capior  in  ilium,  cum  vero  ejus  tefturas  perpendo,  contemptu 
pcrmoveor;  nam  ut  fumma  attingat  defcendit  ad  ima;  regiam 
dignitatem  concupifcit,  regiis  atavis  fe  editum  negat,  pro  pro- 
bro  habet,  et  amigse  five  fiabularii  alicujus  filium  efie,  cum  quo 
mater,  ut  ille  paliim  faflus  eft,  concubitum  habebat.  Pace  fit 
di£him  matris,  Orleanfii  vita  evidenter  oflendit,  ilium  vili  patre 
genitum,  nani  vile  ingenium,  viles  focii,  quibufcum^aetatulam, 
agit,  vilifUmi  mores,  nulla  virtus,  nulla  religio,  nullum  dicit 
Deum  adeile.  Eri  vifum  galliae  fceptro,  et  chriftianiffimi  cogno- 
mine  dignum. 

**  Avorum  infignia  et  titulos  publice  repudiavit,  dlvitias  tamea 
avitas  retinere  nonindignum  cenfuit,  et  ut  vulgi  gratiam  firmiu^, 
inefcaret  non  folum  iniirmi,    et  peffimi  generis  viris  fe  aequan,^ 
fed  quod  pluris  eft,    mutato  nomine,   asqualitas  ipfa  appellart 
voluit. 

**  Is  vero  quails  fit,  divitiarum  ope  pluriraum  valet  in 
rebellium  coSu,  quam  conventlonem  appellant,  ubi  boni  et 
mall  elves  diverfa  voleutes  fimul  fedent,  mali  tamen  bonis 
'  longe  numerofiores,  et  multo  potentiores  funt.  Ubi  jus  vi 
obfutum,  gloria  in  flagltlis  ponitur,  et  flagitior  habitus  eft 
potior.  Conventionarii  igitur  novi  homines,  novarum  rerum 
cupidi,  gubernandi  fcientice  imperitl,  fed  malo  publico  facundi, 

imperium 
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imperitim  optimis  Leglbus  erefhim,  ct  tot  tantii^ue  feculit 
firmatum,  momento  deAruunt.  Libertatis  fpecie  et  pietatis 
in  patriam,  jugum  fervitutis  imponunty  acerbiflimam  tyran« 
nidem  exercent,  et  patriam  pefiumdant.  Regiam  dtgaitatcm 
prlncipio  gentium  pro  fe  fan£^iflima,  et  populis  faluberrim^ 
inftitutam,  fub  ci^us  cvira  ac  tute}a  rerum  famma  Temper  fuit» 
divlnis  et  humanis  JLiegibas  contrari^m  pr^edicant,  et  non  foluni 
domiy  verum  etiam  foris  funditus  tollere  minantur.  Sabaudiam, 
Sar^iniatnt  Belgium,  Bataviam^'  Imperium  romano,  germanz- 
cum  manu  ac  dolis  invadunt ;  Principes  fedibus  pellunt,  populos. 
voce  ac  fcriptis  ere£la  femita  inturpem  vitam  turpius  illidunt ; 
edocent  ne  praspofitis  debitam  fidem,  et  obedienti^im  pr»(^enr» 
faliis  pollicitationibus  circumveniunt,  asraria  difipiant,  pecuni,! 
publice,  et  privatim  extorquent,  domos,  templa,  aras  denudant, 
racrilegia,  ftrage8»  et  homicidia  commendant,  divina  et  humana 
fubvertunty  nil  fanAi  habent* 

"  Cum  igitur  perduellioncs  ifti  audaSer  et  pertinaciter  hel- 
ium gerant  Deo,  Regibus,  Principibus,  Statlbus,  et  omnibus 
denlque  probis  hominibus,  et  nee  monitis,  nee  exhortationi- 
bus  pareant  validiora  remedia  adiiibenda  funt;  armis  compef- 
cendi  ut  e  rabie  fcelerum  difcedant,  idque  quantocius  ne  rebellio 
ift  h^c  cuiK^ando  tumefc:)t9  totam  Europam  contaminet,  nof- 
tramque  in  perniciem  et  exitium  naat.  Nam  lUa  pericu- 
lofior  vitas  pars  eft  Imperator  Augufte  quam  nimia  fecurit^ 
reddit  imparatam,  et  nemo  celerius  oppiimitur  quam  qui  nil 
timendum  putqt. 

**"Tantls  motus  de  caufis  fuppetise  meas  prxto  funt  terra 
marique.  Equites  et  pedites  et  quibus  labores  et  pericula  con- 
fueta  funt,  et  nuHus  hoftis  formidolofus  eft,  fub  iiiio  duce,  pro 
gentium >  nation umque  falute,  certabunt. 

**  Divinum  Numen  fcelerum  vindicem  enixis  praecibus  ob- 
fcero,  ut  fraenatis  his  rebel] ibus,  humani  generis  dedecus,  et 
peftis,  et  ad  priftinam  obedientiam  revocatis,  majorum  leges 
lapienter  inftitutse,  juftitia  animi  gubernatrix,  nee  non  religja 
virtutum  omnium  parens^  vera  dominantium  firmamenta, 
redcant  in  Gallia,  et  toto  terrarum  orbe  indefmenter  regnent. 

••  Vale." 

The 


Thp  laft  paper  confifts  of  z  memorul  to  the  king.  It  will 
ferve  to  explain  the  tranfaAions  of  thi&  unfortunate  gentleiaaii 
with  government ;  and  would  have  been  noticed  before,  had  it 
come  into  pofleffion  of  the  editor  at  an  earlier  period.  It  i$ 
impoffible  to  refledl  on  the  uutinriely  fate  of  coloi\el  Frederick, 
without  wiOiing  either  that  a  trifling  penfion  had*  been  granted, 
to  him,  or  that  he  had  been  clapped,  as  a  riders  on  fome  Ger-^ 
man  fubfidy. 

•*   MOST   GR4CIOUS   SOVEREICK, 

**  Imprefled  with  an  awful  refpeft  for  your  majcfty's  public 
And  private  virtues,  I  prefume  to  approach  your  facred  perfon 
with  an  humble  petition,  on  a  fubjeS  in  which  your  juftice 
and  munificence  are  equally  interefted. 

**  On  the  earl  of  Shelburne^  now  marquis  of  Lanfdown, 
being  appointed  prime  minifter,  it  was  confidently  reported,  and 
tiniverfally  believed,  that  war  would  be  profecuted  with  the 
utmoft  vigour.  But  as  thefe  kingdoms  were  almoft  exhaufteJ 
of  men  fit  to  bear  arms,  and  the  German  allies  could  no  longer 
fulfil  their  engagements,  a<Sh]ated  by  a  zealous  fenfe  of  loyalty 
to  your  majefty,  of  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  give  feveral 
proofs,  and  in  whofe  fervice  my  only  fon  fell,  at  the  battle  of 
Germantown,  I  made  an  oi&r  to  his  lordfhip  of  three  thoui^nd 
well  diiciplined  men,  two  thoufand  of  whom  were  in  the  fer- 
vice of  his  moil  ferene  highnefs  the  duke  of  Wurtemberg,  and 
one  thoufand  in  that  of  the  prince  of  Hohenlohe. 

**  Not  long  after  this  ofler,  the  States  General,  then  at  war 
witlx  your  majefty,  applied  to  the  above-mentioned  princes  for 
th^fe  very  Uxy>p€9  to  be  taken  into  their  fervice.  I  communis 
f^ted  this  intelligence  to  the  earl  of  Shelbume  in  a  letter  which 
I  d^Iiviered  tp  Mr*  Morin,  his  private  fecretary.  This  gentle* 
man,  in  his  lordihip's  name,  defired  me  to  wait  on  Mr.  Orde, 
i^bp  ]ikevfi(i^.  req^efted  me,  by  a  line,  to  call  on  him  the  next 
Sfiofiaipg,  whi^h  was  on  the  aad  of  November,  1782.  Mr, 
Ord^  then  expre^ed  his  wif^es  to  me,  that  thefs  troops  might 
he  pr^vey^te^  froox  engaging  in  the  fervice  of  their  Higli  Migh« 
tineilbs,  ai^  reaped  fpr  your  majeily.  In  compliance  with 
3  thtfe 
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thefe  wi(hes  I  wrote  to  Germgny  that  very  evtningy  in  a  mamusr 
proper  to  fecure  fuccefs. 

'^  On  the  9th  of  Deceaiber  I  received  an  anfwer,  which  was 
perfed^ly  conformable  to  Mr»  Orde's  wifhes  and  my  own.  Oa 
the  1 0th  I  flgnified  it  to  this  gentleman  by  letter,  and  begged  fo| 
'a  conference  refpe£ting  the  fubfiftence  of  the  troops,  during  the 
time  they  were  to  be  kept  at  your  majefty's  requjiition.  Thi» 
requeft  I  repeated  on  the  lAth  and  on  the  ^jth  of  the  &id 
month. 

**  It  was  the  loth  of  January,  i;83,  before  I  had  an  interview 
with  Mr.  Orde,  when  I  repeated,  what  I  had  written  to  him, 
that  their  Serene  Highnefies,  as  a  matter  of  courfe,  expe3ed 
that  t)ie  troops  fliould  be  fubfifled.by  your  majefty,  and  that  the 
fubfiAence  fliould  begin  from  the  22d  of  November,  to  which 
he  made  no  objeftion. 

"  On  the  15th  of  the  faid  Month  of  January  (five  days 
before  tlie  preliminaries  of  peace  were  figned),  Mr.  Orde  ac- 
quainted me  that  the  troops  were  not  wanted  by  your  majefty* 
On  the  17th,  being  poft-day,  I  informed  their  Serene  High- 
nefles  of  this  notification.      My   letter  reached  the  princes 

the  a7th. 

"  In  anfwer  they  tranfmitted  to  me  the  abftrafi;  for  the  fub- 
fiftence of  the  troops,  from  the  aad  of  November  lySi,  to 
the  a7th  of  January  1783,  on  which  day,  as  I  have  obferved 
above,  their  Serene  Highncfles  received  my  letter. 

**  I  laid  a  copy  of  the  abftraft  before  Mr.  Orde,  who  told 
me  that  he  would  take  tlie  firft  opportunity  of  laying  it  before 
lord  Shelburne.  Some  time  after  he  acquainted  me  that  his 
lordfhip  obje£ted  to  the  claim,  becaufe  no  n^^cntion  had 
been  made  of  any  fubfiftence  on  my  firft  retaining  the  troops, 
but  thought  me  entitled  to  fome  conlideration  for  that  fer^ 
vice. 

♦*  I  confefs,  moft  gracious  fovereign,  that  this  mode  of  rea- 
foning,  as  it  was  new  to  me,  fo  it  filled  me  with  aftonifhment 
and  concern.  For  having  always  underftood  that  retention  na- 
turally implied  fubfiftence,  and  that  this  was  a  rule  univerfally 
^ftablifhed  in  like  cafes,  and  never  controverted,  I  conceived 

tliat 
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Aat  tsiy  tnentbn  of  it,  on  my  firil  retaining  thofe  troops,  was 
utterly  vumeceflary.  And  as  Mr.  Onle,  from  the  b<:ginning  to 
the  end  of  that  tranfa£lion,  had  never  obje<9ed  thereto^  I  took  " 
it  as  an  afient ;  and  kona  fidt  afiured  their  Serene  HighneHes, 
that  their  ex,pe^tions  would  be  complied  with.  The  non* 
compliancey  royal  i^^  muft  of  courfe  have  prejudiced  me  in 
their  opinion. 

'*  But  the  eai'I  of  Shclburne  refigning  the  feals  before  this 
matter  was  adjufted^  it  was  agreed,  between  Mr.  Orde  and  your 
majefty's  mod  humble  fuppliant,  that  I  fhould  prefent  a  memo-^ 
rial  to  the  new  board  of  treafury,  at  which  the  duke  of  Portland 
then  prefidedy  and  Mr.  Orde  would  fupport  the  faAs.  The 
memorial  was  worded  by  this  gentleman,  but  he  clouded  the 
juftice  of  my  claim  by  the  following  words:—"  As  it  appeared 
to  your  memorialift,  feemed  to  wi(h,  &c.*'  To  which  words 
I  objected,  but  Mr.  Orde  perfifting  that  the  terms  were  fuffi^ 
cicntiy  ample,  1  w^s  obliged  to  confent.'* 

m 

COPr  OF  THE  MEMORIAL.  g 

7i  th$  night  Honourable  the  Lords  CommiJJioners  of  the 

Treajitry, 

The  Memorial  of  Colonel  Frederick 

Humify  Jheweth^ 

*'  That  your  memorialift  has  always  given  undeni- 
able proofs  of  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  king. 

••  That  during  the  late  war  your  memorialift  difpofed  fe- 
veral  princes  in  Upper  Germany  to  fupply  his  majeily  with 
troops* 

«*  That  in  July  laft  your  memoHalift  made  an  offer  of  three 
thouGind  men  to  the  then  minifter,  the  earl  of  Shelburne, 
two  tboufand  of  whom  belonged  to  his  mod  Serene  Highnefs,  the 
duke  of  Wurtembergy  and  one  thoufand  men  \»  the  prince  of 
Hohenlohe. 

'*  That  in  Novea]kJ)er  laft^    your   memorialijft   being  in- 

A  a  formed 
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formed  that  the  States  General  had  applied  for  thofe  troops 
to  the  above-mentioned  prijices,  he  gave  nodco  of  it  to  the  earl 
of  Shelbume. 

**  That  on  the  sad  of  tlie  faid  month  your  raemorialifty  by 
his  lordfliip's  order,  had  a  conference  with  Mr.  Orde  on  that 
important  objedl,  who,  as  it  appeared  to  your  roemorialift, 
feemed  to  wi(h  that  thofe  troops  could  be  prevented  from 
engaging  in  the  fervice  of  the  enemy,  until  it  could  be  af- 
certained  whether  his  majefty  would  require  them* 

**  That  your  memorialift  that  very  day  wrote  over  to  Ger- 
many, in  terms 'that  promifed  fuccefs.  On  the  9th  of  Decem- 
ber he  received  a  favourable  anfwer.  On  the  loth  he  ac- 
quainted Mr.  Orde  with  it ;  and  afterwards  by  letters,  of  the 
1 6th  and  25th^  he  applied  to  that  gentleman  for  a  conference 
on  the  terms  and  conditions  tranfmitted  to  your  memorialift 
relative  to  the  faid  troops. 

•*  That  peace  having  rendered  no  longer  neceflary  fuch  pru- 
dent meafure  of  depriving  the  enemy  of  that  confiderable  body  of 
men,  and  of  fecuring  them  to  his  majefly  if  wanted, 

**  Your  memorialift  begs  leave  to  crave  the  payment  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  faid  three  thoufand  men,  as  the  account  here 
annexed  wiU  fhew,  from  the  aad  of  November,  when  they  were 
prevented  from  entering  the  fervice  of  the  enemy,  and^ retained 
at  the  king's  option,  to  the  27th  of  January,  when  your  memo- 
rialift's  letter  was  received  by  the  princes,  that  his  majefty  had  no 
occafion  for  fuch  troops. 

"  And  your  memorialift  will  ever  pray.** 

*'  The  board  of  treafury  declined  to  take  cognizance  of  this 
memorial.  Their  lordfliips  gave  for  reafon,  that  the  afiair  of  the 
troops  having  been  tranfadted  by  lord  Shelbume,  it  ought  to 
have  been  fettled  by  himfelf,  before  he  went  out  of  office.  Be-  . 
fide  this  objeAipn,  their  lordfhips  could  not  find  any  minutes  of 
that  tranfdftion.  To  this  I  replied,  that  Mr*  Orde  would  vouch 
for  the  fzStf  but  the  board  refufed  to  apply  to  this  gentleman  for 
information, 

*^  I  acquainted  Mr.  Orde  witli  this  anfwer,  and  requcftcd  his 
3  recommendation 
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necommendation  to  their  lotdibips.  Mr.  Orie,  in  a  letter  ftom 
Cambridge,  pf  the  3d  of  Auguft  1783,  exprcffed  himfelf  in  thefc 
words : ' "  I  fhall  be  very  ready,  when  called  upon,'  to  give  the 
moft  favourable  account  in  my  power,  of  the  tranfad^ion  utx>a 
which  your  memorial  is  founded,  but  it  is  not  poffible  for  me  to 
be  of  any  ufe  in  haftening  the  proceedings  of  the  treafury." 

**  I  reiterated  my  requeft^  and  Mr.  Orde  replied,  that  he  could 
not  obtrude  himfelf  on  the  board  with  any  officious  teftimony 
which  was  not  called  for^  but  he  gave  me  hope  of  redreis  if 
things  fhoufd  take  another  turn.  Thus,  royal  fir,  by  the  board 
of  treafury  refufiog  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  information  of  Mr* 
Orde,  and  l^y  this  gentleman  as  firmly  refufing,  unlefs  ofBcially 
called  upon,  to  inform  their  lordfhips  of  the  nature  of  my  claimt 
I  have  been  brought  into  a  feries  of  troubles,  which  (with  your 
majefty'spermtffion)  I  (hall  relate. 

•*  It  was  infinuated  to  his  moft  Serene  Highnefs  the  duke  of  Wur- 
temberg,  that  I  had  received  the  pay  for  the  fubfiflehce  of  the  troops, 
and  had  appropriated  the  money  to  my  own  ufe.  As  I  could  pro- 
duce no  proofs  to  the  contrary,  on  account  of  the  loids  of  the  trea- 
fury having  refufed  to  give  me  an  anfwer  in  writing,  the  fallacious 
infinuation  gained  credit.  The  confequence  was,  that  I  lofl  the 
favour  and  confidence  of  a  prince  who  had  always  been  extreme- 
ly gracious  and  benevolent  to  me,  together  with  Ay  appoint- 
ments under  him,  and  my  future  expe£btions  received  a  mortal 
wound.  This  unforefeen  revolution  in  my  affairs  (breed  me  to 
flontradl  debts  for  my  fapport ;  and  not  being  ;ible  to  difcharge 
them,  to  avoid  the  diigrace  of  a  prifon,  I  took  refuge  in  the  verge 
of  the  couft,  where  I  remain  to  this  hour  in  a  ftate  of  indigence, 
and  withput  any  other  refource  but  a  full  confidence  in  your 
majefty's  juflice  and  great  goodncfs.  I  requeued,  therefore,  Mr. 
Orde  to  defcribe  my  prelent  fituation  to  lord  Shelburne,  making 
no  doubt  but  his  lordfhip  would  confirm  tbofe  prepofibflions 
which  I  had  always  entertained  in  his  favour. 

"  Upon  this  Mr.  Orde  favoured  me  with  the  following  ob** 
liging  letter,  of  the  12th  of  December  1 783.  "  I  have  been  in 
expe6btion  of  feeing  lord  Shelburne,  and  have  therefore  not 
written  to  him.    If  he  docs  not  come  foon  I  will  certainly  write. 

A  a  2  I  know 
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J  know  not.  however,  how  it  can  be  at  prefent  in  his  power  to 
afSd  you;  but  I  fhall  not  fail  to  acquaint  him  of  yovr  requcfl:. 
I  wifli  heartily  that  J  could  contribute  tarelieve  you  fi^m  yoor 
diftrefles,  which  indeed  I  can  only  do  by  any  private  efibrt  in  my 
power,  and  worth  your  acceptance.  Ai  to  the  voucher,  that  you 
have  not  received  any  coniideration  for  the  troops,  about  which 
you  applied,  you  may  furely  be  fumtihed  with,  if  you  tbiak  it 
neceiTary  or  ufeful  to  you.  ^  ^ 

«*  I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

"  Thomas  Orde." 

To  Colonel  Frederui^  No.  3,  Bucklrtgham-courU 

**  On  the  change  of  adminiftration,  which  happened  foon 
after,  I  begged  of  Mr.  Ordc,  that  he  would  'acquaint  Mr.  Ktt 
with  my  demand  on  government.  Mr.  Orde  obligingly  replied, 
that  he  would  not  only  inform  him  of  it,  but  recommend  it  in  the 
moji  liberal  mann&.  In  faA,  Mr.  Rofe  aflured  me  fince,  that 
Mr.  Orde  had  fpoken  to  him  very  feelingly  of  me,  and  that  he 
(Mr.  Rofe)  had  reprefented  my  cafe  to  Mr,  Pitt  as  feelingly. 
Upon  this  affurance  I  made  myfclf  certain  of  a  fpecdy  rodrefs, 
and  waited  for  it  with  perfefl  tranquillity.  But,  contrary  to  my 
expedlatioiy,  I  received  this  very  diftreffing  anfwer,  fraught, 
.however,  with  a  refpeftful  commifcration. 

*'  Treafury  Chambers^  Match  8/A,  1784. 
**  Mr.  Rofe  prefents  his  compliments  to  colond  Frederick, 
and  if  extremely  ferry  to  acquaint  him,  that  in  a  very  full  and 
attentive  confidftration  of  his  cafe,  it  is  determined  to  be  impof- 
fible  to  afford  him  any  other  relief,  than  giving  him  a  certificate 
of  his  having  received  no  money  for  the  troops  of  Wurtembcrg, 
&c.  notwithdanding  an  earnefl  wifh  to  do  good  to  a  gentleman 
in  hit  unhappy  fituation." 

Copy  of  the  Certificate. 

"  Treafury  Chambers^  15/A  March ^  '784* 
**'  Colonel  Frederick,  having  made  application  to  this  board  for 
the  pay  pf  two  thoufand  men,  in  the  fervice  of  his  Serene  Highneft 
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the  dake  of  Wurtcmberg,  and  one  thoafand  men,  ip  ihe  fervice  • 
of  the  prince  of  Hohenlohe,  from  the  aad  of  November  1782, 
to  the  %jih  of  January  1783,  for  reafons  ftated  by  hini,  which 
the  lords  commii&oners  could  not  comply  with,  and  he  Raving 
reprefented  it  to  be  of  importance  to  him,  that  he  fhonid  have  a 
certificate  of  his  not  having  received  any  pay  for  them,  1  here- 
by certify  all  virhom  it  may  concern,  that  no  money  whatever 
has  been  ifiued  to  him  for  fuch  fervice.  «       '^ 

"  George  Rose.*'    ' 

**  But  this  certificate  not  proving  fatisfa6)x>ry  to  their  Serene 
Higbneiles,  I  did  myfelf  the  honour  to  write  to  Mr,  Pitt,  on  the 
23d  of  April  I784«  and  in  that  letter  I  ftated  the  whole  tranfac- 
tipn  .at  large,  of  wMch  he  had  only  been  informed  viv^  voce,  and 
prayed  again  for  the  payment  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  troops»  or 
that  the  board  of  treafury  would  be  pleafed  to  grant  m^  a  more 
explicit  certificate,  a  rough  draught  of  which  I  drew  up  myfelf, 
in  the  following  words  : 

**  Colonel  Frederick  havidg,  by  order  of  government,  pre- 
vented two  thoufand  men  in  the  fervice  of  his  Serene  Highnefe 
the  duke  of  Wurtemberg,  and  one  thoufand  men  in  the  fervice.of 
the  prince  of  Hohenlohe,  from  engaging  in  the  <prvice  of  the 
States  General,  and  retained  them  for  t)is  majeily,  and  he  hav- 
ing made  repeated  applications  to  this  board  for  the  pay  for  their 
fubfiftente,  from  the  aad  of  November  178a,  to  the  27t|i  of 
January  1783;  I  hereby  certify,  that  no  money  whatever  has 
beep  iiTued  to  him  for  fuch  fervice/' 

"  Receiving  no  anfwer  from  Mr.  Pitt,  I  wrote  the  following 
Jetter  to  Mr.  Rofe. 

♦*  Sir, 
♦*  Dire  neceflity  compels  me  to  give  you  this  trouble,  and  to 
entreat  that  you  will  procure  me  an  an(wer  to  the  letter  which  I 
had  the  honour  to  write  to  Mr.  Pitt  the  a^i  of  lall  month.  As 
by  lofing  the  favour  of  his  moft  Serene  Highnefs  the  duke  of  Wur- 
temberg, I  have  loft  my  appointments  under  him,  and  in  fliort 
my  all,  delay  and  uncertainty  muft  naturally  ificreafe  my  dif- 

A  a  3  trcflcs, 
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trefles^  in  fo  much,  that  I  would  rather  ceafe  to  be,  than  loentinTie 
to  drag  fuch  a  wretched  exiftence.  I  do  not  mention  this  with 
a  view  to  move  tlie  compaflion  of  the  minifter ;  I  am  fiilly  per- 
fuaded  of  his  humanity  ;  it  is  the  favourite  virtue  of  great  minds. 
I  crave,  however,  his  juftice,,and  your  generous  felicitations. 

**  1  have  the  honour  to  be  , 

^1^.  J,  Buckingham-court f         your  mod  obedient 

nth  May^  1784,  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

-   7i  George  Rofty  Efq,  "  FREDERICK." 

*'  On  the  13th  of  the  (aid  month,  Mr.  Rofe  informed  mo 
that  the  board  of  trcafury  ftill  objcded  to  any  allowance  being 
made  by  them  for  the  duke  of  Wurtemberg's  troops,  &c.  nor 
would  their  lordihips  grant  ^me  another  certificate,'  but  they 
would  take  my  cafe  into  their  confideration. 

"  The  rcfufal  of  a  more  explicit  certificate  affcftcd  me  moft 
fenfibly,  not  only  becaufe  it  confirmed  the  fufpicions  which  I 
was  fo  anxious  to  remove,  but  becaufe  it  precluded  me  from  any 
future  endeavours  to  fervc  your  majedy^  either  at  Wurtemberg, 
or  any  other  court  where  that  houfe  has  or  may  have  any  in- 
fluence. 

"  Driven  to  extremity  by  thefc  determinations  of  the  board  of 
treafury,  my  only  hopes  were  in  a  perfonal  explanation  of  the 
whole  tranfa<^ion  to  their  Serene  Highnefles ;  I  therefore  requefted 
ihat  their  lordihips  would  be  pleafed  to  enable  me  to  leave  this 
country  with  honour,  and  defray  the  expenccs  of  my  journey  to 
Wurtembcrg,  where  it  was  neccflary  I  (hould  repair,  in  order  to 
vindicate  my  charadler.  To  this  I  alfo  added,  that  (hould  I  not 
be  fo  fortunate  as  to  recover  the  favour  of  that  prince,  I  muft, 
from  an  abfolute  neceflity,  return  to  this  kingdom,  and  fupplicate 
for  that  proteftion  which  my  zealous  endeavours  to  ferve  your 
majedy  hzA  deprived  me  at  Wurtemberg.  Mr.  Kofe  dei^red  to 
know  the  amount  of  my  debts.  I  replied,  that  having  lived  with 
a  Spartan  frugality,  the  debts  which  I  had  contracted  here,  from 
November  1782  to  May  1784,  amounted  to  no  more  than  four 
hundred  and  thirty  odd  pounds,  and  that  with  one  hundred  and 
ten  pounds  more  I  could  proceed  to  Wurtemberg. 

*'  Some  time  after  this  Mr.  Rofe  acquainted  me,  that  the  board 
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of  treafiiry  had  granted  me  one  hundred  pounds.  In  vain  I 
reprefented  its  infvifficiency  to  leave  this  country  with  honour, 
and  to  repair  to  Wurtemberg.  Mr.  Rofe  gave  me  for  anfwer, 
that  the  lords  of  the  treafury  could  aflbrd  me  no  further  relief. 
However  inadequate  this  fum  was  for  the  purpofe  ftated  above, 
the  very  embarrailed  ftate  of  my  afiairs  forced  me  to  accept  of  it, 
but  without  any  ways  prejudicing  my  claim  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  troops. 

*<  The  day  after  I  had  received  this  fum,  I  informed,  Mr.  Rofe 
of  my  intending,  with  Mr.  Pitt's  permiffion,  humbly  to  lay  the 
whole  tranfadlien.l^fore  parliament,  as  a  matter  of  national  con- 
cern, hoping  that  the  minifter  Would  not  ch}tSt  to  my  fubmit- 
ting  th(^  cafe  to  the  decifion  of  that  veryTenate  to  whofe  wifdom 
he  himfelf  fubjnitted  the  meafures  he  intended  to  take  for  the 
intpreft,  honour,  and  dignity  of  this  empire. 

^<  7^  this  propof^l  ^f  r.  Rofe  fent  me  the  following  anfwer. 

<^  Sir,  Treafury  Chambers^  June  0^%^  1784. 

♦*  The  fame  rcafon  which  induced  Mr.  Pitt  to  objcft  to  any 
allowance  being  made  for  the  duke  of  Wurtemberg's  troops,  &c. 
by  the  treafury,  muft  compel  him  to  objeft  to  the  claim,  if  it  is 
made  in  parliament.  He  does  not  think  it  admiflible  \i\  any  ihape, 
which  I  have  had  the  honour  of  explaining  to  you  repeatedly ; 
and  I  am  perfuaded  that  he  will  find  it  impoffible  to  extend  his 
majefty's  bounty  to  yourfelf  beyond  the  fum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  paid  you  yeilerday. 

^^  I  have  thp  Iionour,  &c. 

*«  George  Rose.'* 
To  Colonel  Frederick^  No*  3,  Buckingham-court, 

"  I  replied,  that  I  was  a  ftranger  to  the  reafon  which  induced 
the  board  of  treafury  to  obje£l  to  any  allowance  being  made  for 
the  duke  of  Wurtemberg's  troops,  &c.  nor  could  I  conceive  why 
a  claim  founded  upon  principles  which  have  always  been  holden 
moft  {^LCTedfJbould  not  he  admtjjible  in  any  Jhape^  if  made  in  pof^ 
liament ;  and  why  it  (hould  be  found  impoffible  to  extend  your 
majefty's  bounty  to  a  map  who  had  facrificed  every  thing  to  loy- 
alty, and  loft  his  only  fon  in  your  majefty 's  fervice. 

'      Aa4    .  "No 
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**  Na  notice  having  been  taken  of  tln«  reply,  I  hai  » inter* 
?jew  with  Mr.  Octe,  who  ^gAn  promifed  to  fpeadc  to  Mr.  Pitt. 

**  Urging  for  an*anfwer,  Hf.  Orde  Ibnt  m^  fbr  foUoini^ 
note : 

*'  St.  Jams' S'JireH,  %th  July,  1784. 

**  Mr«  ;Prde  prefents  bis  compliments  to  colonel  Frederi^, 
and  defires  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his  letter  of  yefterday, 
and  to  repeat  to  him*  that  he  has  mentioned  the  circumfiances  of 
his  caie^  as  he  promifed,  to  Mn  Pitt,  which  he  has  already  aT- 
fvred  cdofkel  Fre4erick  is  all  tbj^t  is  v^  his  power  to  d6/* 

*'  YctjRoyql  Sir,  being  very  anxious  to  leave  nothing  untried,  to 
e(Fe£):  my  juftification  with  their  Serene Highnefles,  to  whom  I  ha4 
been  accufed  pf  having  facrificed  their  intereft  to  feliifli  views,  and  ;| 
partiality  to  this  nation,  and  it  being  fuggedi^d  to  me,  that  if  the 
whple  feries  of  that  tranfadion  were  authenticated  by  perfons  of 
known  refpefkability  in  this  country,  it  would  (Iroi^y  operate 
upon  their  princely'minds  in  my  favour,  I,  on  this  flattering  advice, 
applied  again  to  ^f  r.  Orde,  and  requefted  xh^X  he  \70uld  confent 
to  our  committing  the  deteVminatioa  of  the  cafe  to  two  gentle-* 
men  of  diftinguiibed  diara<5ler,  one  to  be  named  by  him,  and  the 
other  by  me  j  but  M^:.  Orde  reje^fted  the  propolal  in  the  follow^ 
in^  letter ; 

•i 

**  Sir,  St.  Jams^s-Jlnet^  gtb  July^  ijS^. 

*f  I  have  this  moment  received  your  favour  of  ycftcrday*s  date, 
and  would  not  delay  to  inform  you,  that  I  cannot  immiediately 
comprehend  for  what  reafon  you  would  propofe  an  arbitration  of 
two  gentlemen,  the  one  to  be  named  by  you,  and  the  other  by 
ine,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  thipg  which  require  that  fert  of 
reference.  As  you  have  repeated  allowed,  that  yo^  jiave  founde4 
.  your  claim  on  adminiftration,  on  the  ground  of  voluntary  zeal, 
at  all  events  I  have  no  concern  in  fuch  mode  of  proceeding,  a% 
the  matter  does  not  refl  with  me, 

•     •  •*    ■    ■    ■ 

ff  J  have  the  honour,  &c. 

**  Thomas  Orj>e,*' 
To  Colonel  Frederick^  No.  3,  Buciinghqm'^cour^. 

•^  Unwillins: 


^  UnwiHing  further  to  intrude  on  your  msgefty's  indulgence, 
by  my  entering  into  a  minute  difcuflion  of  Mr.  Orders  letter,  X 
content  myielf  with  bia  freely  acknowledging,  in  tUe  moft  un-p  V ' 
equivocal  terms,  my  voluntary  zeal  for  vour  majefty's  fervice.  I 
beg  leave  therefore  to  revert  with  all  humility  to  the  original 
claim  for  the  maintenance  of  the  troops  and  to  fubmit  to  your 
royal  dectfion,  ^  jf 

*<  Whether  troops  perfeiSUy  neutral,  prevented  from  engaging 
in  the  fervice  of  the  enemy,  and  retained  for  your  majefty,  are 
IKSt  entitled  to  fubfiftence  during  the  time  of  their  being  kept  at 
your  royal  requifition,  notwithfbnding  that  no  meotbn  had  been 
literaUy  made  of  any  fubfiftencit  on  their  being  firft  rqtattvccl.    - 

'*  Tidfy^  After  thofd  troops  had  been  retained,  on  condition  that 

t 

they  ihould  be  fubfifted  by  your  majefly  during  the  time  they 
were  to  be  kept  at  your  royal  requiiition,  whether  Mr.  Orde's 
not  obje^ng  to  it  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  that  tmnf-  < 
aAion,  was  not  a  ftrong  reafon  for  me  to  coniider  it  as  an  aflent 
to  the  above  condition,  and  for  my  afiiiring  their  Serene  High-* 
pcSkn  of  your  majefty's  agreeing  to  their  terms,  efpecially  as  I 
humbly  conceived,  that  thofe  terms  were  perfe£Uy  confittent 
withjtiftice,  the  nature  of  tilings,  an^  a  Handing^  rule  univerfally 
^flablifhed  in  like  cafes. 

**  Should  your  majefty  from  the  premtfes,  faithfullj  fUted, 
|iot  deem  mp  entitled  to  ^ny  other  daiq^  but  that  of  my  volua? 
tary  zeal,  |  moft  humbly  entreat  that,  in  confideration  of  that  ^ 

voluntary  zeal,  ihewn  at  a  very  dangerous  period,  and  the  fevere 
hardships  under  Which  I  adlually  labour  on  that  account,  your 
majefty  will  vouchfafe  to  grant  me  fuch  relief  as  your  high  wif*. 
dom,  great  goodnefs,  apd  fhc  ifinate  dignity  of  your  royal  cha* 
fa&er,  (hall  fuggeft.  , 
I  am, 

V^ith'the  moft  profound  refpe£l, 
your  Majefty  *s 
moft  obedient, 
moft  devoted, 

and  moft  humble  fervant^ 
(Signed)  *«  FUEDERICIU'' 

SIR 


I 
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SIR  JOHN  DRYDEN,  BARONET. 

The  late  Sir  John  Drydcn,  Bart,  was  the  third  fon  of  Sir 
Edward  Turner  of  Ambrofeden,  in  the  county  of  Oxford,  Bart, 
a  gentleman  of  an  ancient,  refpedbble,  and  very  opulent  family ; 
two  of  whofe  children,  after  his  death,  became  baronets,  and 
both  his  daughters  peercffes,  of  Great  Britain*, 

Sir  G.  Page,  his  maternal  uncle,  who  betook  himfelf  to 
commerce,  acquired  an  immenfe  fortune,  and  lived  with  great 
Iplendour  >an4  hofpitality  at  his  noble  manfion  of  Blackbcath: 
indeed,  the  princely  magnificente  of  his  refidence,  bis  park^ 
and  his  domedics,  furpaflfed  every  thing,  in  point  of  grandeur, 
that  has  been  exthibited,  by  a  citizen  of  London,  fmcc  tho 
days  of  the  munificent  Sir  Thomas  Grefham,  and  almoft  equalled 
the  fplendour  of  .the  Italian  merchant  of  the  ducal  houfe  o£ 
Medicis. 

Sir  Edward  Turner,  on  the  other  hand,  was  pofiefled  of  a  large 
eilate,  and  being  a  man  of  confiderable  confcqucncc  in  Oxford- 
fliire,  where  he  wifhed  to  fecurc  a  certain  degree  of  political  in- 
fluence ya  himfelf  and  his  defcendants,  alfo  eredled  a  (lately  edi- 
fice for  lais  family  relidenoe ;  but  fuch  is  the  verfatility  of  human 
afl&irs,  that  his  eldeft  fon,  who  inherited  tlie  landed  property  of 
both  his  father  and  grand  uncle,  foon  after  obtaining  poQefiion, 
pulled  down  the  two  large  and  elegant  manfions,  which  it  had 
been  the  pride  of  his  relatives  to  rear,  and,  as  if  dcfirous  to  deftroy 
even  the  veftiges  of  them,  the  materials  were  fold  firft  by  private 
contradl,  and  afterwards  by  public  auflion  f. 

It 

•  Lady  Hawke,  and  Lady  Say  and  S'elc. 

•|*  The  heir  feems  to  have  been  ambitious  on  this  occafion  to  rcaHse  the  predi^duns 
•f  Pope  refpe^iog  Cannons,  the  magnificent  feat  of  the  duke  of  Chandos : 

*'  Another  age  fhall  fee  the  golden  ear 
<*  Imbrown  the  flope,  and  nod  on  the  parterre ; 
«*  Deep  harvefts  bury  all  that  pride  has  piann'd, 
"  And  laughing  Ceres  reaffume  tiie  land.^ 

This 


It  IS  to  this  family  that  a  nobl^n^an^  who  has  long  enjoyed 
the  confidence  of  his  fovereign,  and  acq\iire4  a  confiderable 
degree  of  celebrity  by  his  political  and  commercial  talents^  is  in- 
debted for  his  rife  in  life.  Sir  Edward  Turner,  during  his  me- 
tnorable  conteft  for  the  county  of  Oxford,  was  obliged  to  the  lyric 
mufe  of  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  then  a  fprightly  young  man,  frcfh  from 
Oxford,  for  a  popular  ele£tion-ballad,  which  induced  the  generous 
baronet  to  introduce  and  recommend  him  to  his  friend  lord  Bute, 
by  whom  he  w^  long  and  munificently  patronized.  It  \s  obfions 
to  every  oney'Wlo  has  paid  any  attention  to  the  affairs  of  human 
life,  that  the  future  fortune  and  fituation  of  individuals  are  often 
intimately  connefted  with  circumftances  trivial  in  themfelvcs, 
and  it  is  an  incontrovertible  h&  that  the  barony  of  Hawkefbury, 
the  earldom  of  Liverpool,  a  fplendid  fortune,  and  grea^  alliances^ 
originated  in  this  little  anecdote.  Indeed,  without  entering  into 
metaphyfical  refinements,  it  might  not  be  very  difficult  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  all  the  great  events  which  have  occurred  in  this  country, 
fince.  a  little  before  the  commencement  of  the  American  war, 
can  be  traced  up  through  their  various  ramifications  to  the  parent  ^ 
feng^  compofed  in  favour  of  a  knight  of  the  (hire  for  the  county 
of  Oxford. 

Sir  John  Dryden,  baronet,  tho  fubje6l  of  the  prcfent  article,, 
was  born  at  Ambrofeden,  in  Oftober  1753. 

Asfoon  as  he  was  qualified  for  that  celebrated  fcminary,  he  was 
fent  to  Harrow  fchool,  and,  after  receiving  a  liberal  education,  it 
was  determined  he  fhould  travel.  He  accordingly  made  the  grand 
tour,  under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  Nugent,  father-in-law  to 
the  late  celebrated  orator,  Edmund  Burke,  and  author  of  a* 
work,  part  of  which,  if  not  the  whole,  was  undoubtedly  com- 
piled from  the  occurrences  of  this  period.  As  the  tutor  hacj 
compofed  an  eulogy  on  the  illuftrious  lineage  and  high  defcent  of 
the  family  of  Mecklinbourg-Strelitz,  both  he  and  his  pupil  re* 

Thit  prophecy  lias  been  litenlly  fulfilled  in  both  cafei,  «nd  Chat  too  with  a  won* 
^rful  coincidence  s  for  the  f«berb  palace  at  Cannons  was  bought  and  pulled  down  by 
Halktt,  a  cabinet-maker  in  Long  Acre,  while  the  demolition  of  that  no  lefs  noble 
aunficn  of  Blackhwth  fell  to  (he  lot  of  Catori  •  timber  merchant  of  the  Adelphi ! 

ccivcd 
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ccived  z  frieixlly  welcome  at  that  court  *,  and  diaed  dailjr  withr 
tbo  duke,  who,  on  their  return,  prefented  young  Mr.  Turner 
(afterwards  Sir  J.  Dryden)  with  a  letter  to  his  fifter,  the  queen 
of  Great  Britain. 

Soon  after  this  he  entered  into  the  firft  regiment  of  foot  guards^ 
and  having  inherited  above  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  and  being  in  the 
heyday  of  youth,  he  became  one  of  the  moft  fa(h.ionable.  young 
men  about  town ;  in  (hort,  in  conformity  to  a  cuftonu  **  faip 
better  honoured  in  the  breach  than  the  obfervance,"  he  dii&patedji 
large  fum  of  money  in  a  manner  not  ianC):ioned]by  the  ^proba^ 
tion  of  his  maturer  judgment  and  riper  years.  Indeed,  to  bo 
candid  (for  genuine  biography  is  leis  intended  to  be  an  euk)giua( 
oh  the  dead»  than  an  example  to  the  living),  he  contra Aed  debti 
and  obligations  at  this  period,  which,  as  he  <wa$  cut  off  while  yet 
9  young  man,  the  (hort  poITefion  of  a  large  fortune  did  not  enable 
him  entirely  to  liquidate. 

At  length,  happily  for  bio^,  captain  Turner  became  united  to 
a  very  amiable  I4dy,  niece  to  Sir  John  Dryden  f,  baronet,  of  Ca« 
Dons  A(hby,  ixi  the  county  of  Northampton,  and  great  grand 
peice  to.  the  famous  Engliih  poet  of  the  (ame  name.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  marriage  he  obtained  a  confideraUe  fortune,  and 
on  the  death  of  the  dowager  lady  Qryden  came  ipto  pofleffioii 
of  Canons  Afliby,  and  landed  eftates  in  the  counties  -of  Lin* 
coin  and  Northampton,  of  more  than  three  thoufand  pounds  per 

annum  X*    Q^  ^^  oc^afion  be  changed  his  own  for  his  wife'a 

maidpil 

• 

*  Sir  John  was  accuftpmed  to  praiie  the  hofpltality  of  duke  Charlei,  aa^to  re^ 
mark  with  pleaAire,  that  none  of  the  oftentattous  magnificeoce  difplayed  by  the  petty 
princes  of  Oerman^^  wai  Tifibk  in  his  palace.  On  gala  days,  indeed,  a  ppper-bpsf^ 
jali-feUgr  Madfpoitf  all  of  gold,  were  appropriated  folely  to  the  ufe  of  his  Serene  High* 
aefs,  but  in  nothing  elfe  did  he  differ  from  his  guefts. 

It  would  appear  from  lord  Qrford's  porfhwmous  works,  vol,  iv.  p.  281,  that  feveral 
of  our  own  monarchs  have,  on  great  occa^ons,  indulged  a  fimilar  propenfity.  Queen 
Anns  had  a  knife,  fork,  and  fpoon,  of  the  fame  metal ;  thefe  were  carried  by  George  I, 
to  Hanover,  and  brought  back  by  George  ^.  to  Greift  Britain, 

<f  His  anceftors  were  created  baronets  by  James  1, 

t  -Soon  after  getting  pofleffion  of  Canons  AAby,  in  which  th^  great  poet  and 
critic  was  born,  a  fiofiilar  applicition  was  made  to  Sir  John,  by  a  maA  of  reiy  ln« 

-*or  takats.  ' 

Affctr 
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ttiaij^  name»  W9S  Toon  after  appointed  high  fiierifF  of  North- 
amptonOiire,  and  knighted  by  his  cnaje^,  in  17939  (»i  pre- 
-feoting  a  petition  from  the  county  in  fiivour  of  the  prefent 

war. 

As  there  was  an  ancient  baronetcy  in  lady  Dryden^s  (amilyt 

^ht  wi/hed  to  procure  a  title  that  might  defcend  to  his  children.; 
and  accordingly  applied  by  letter  to  the  nobleman-  already  ^* 
luded  to,  who  had  been  indebted  for  .his  own  elevation  to  his 
father ;  bat  whether  it  was  that  his  lordAiip  had  forgotten  this 
circumftaiice,  or  that  he  did  not  choofi  to  a(k  a  favour  at  thaic 
•time,  is  impoflible  to  determine.  The  fa£t  is,  that  his  anfwer 
was  at  once  equivocal  and  extraordinary.  The  boon,  however, 
was  obtained  in  1795^  through  tl^p  agency  of  an  amiable  noble- 
man,, who  at  pre&nt  preiides  over  the  'mod  fuccefsful. depart- 
ment of  the  fts^te.  And  furely  his  claims  to  this  diftin^on 
were  well  founded ;  for  in  addition  to  raiiing  a  troq>  of  yeo- 
men cavalry*,  and  procuring  a  large  fubfcription  for  public 
,  purpofes,  (he  acquired  the  firft  feeds  of  that  difeafe  which  after^ 
wards  proved  fatal  to  him,  by  a  ftri<^  attendance  to  his  duty  as 
an  officer,  in  confequenoe  of  which  he  expofed  a  tender  confti- 
tution  to  the  feverities  of  a  rigorous  winter.  His  health  accord- 
ingly declined  apace ;  and  an  afthma,  with  which  lie  had  been 

After  ibridtouily  inquiring,  if  no  *'  old  ttonli/' of  Charles  the  Second^s  time,  with 
.parchmcntty  fcc.  of  the  fame  period,  were  ftill  in  exiftence,  in  the  nanfion  hot^  of' 
the  Drydens  ?  he  was  told  with  moch  ciTilityy  "  that  all  cheDryden  papers  bad  been 
unfortunately  carried  to  Rome  by  one  of  the  poet's  fons/'  Emboldened  by  thlsy  with 
a  bofom  fraught  with  joy,  and  pregnant  with  fome  great  difcovery,  the  pedbn  ia  ' 
^iieftion,  who  was  a  very  indifferent  rbym^er^  difclofed  a  plan,  which  he  feemed  t9 
have  been  ibme  timie  in  maturing :  this  was  no  other  than  to  foift  hit  own  works  OA 
the  public,  for  thole  of  the  great  Engllfh  poet. 

**  Silt  who«"  exclaimed  the  genlieman  whom  he  intended  to  be  his  patron— ^^^  baC 
who  is  to  forge  the  poetry  V*  **  As  for  that  nutter/'  replied  the  writer  of  acrofticks» 
with  unbluihing  confidence,  "  I  can  hit  Dryden's  ftyle  to  a  hair,  having  all  my  lift 
written  in  his  manner  1 !  !*'  , 

It  is  ntedlefs  to  add>  that  this  hopeful  projed  was  inftantly  fcouted,  greatly  to  th« 
fcgiec  of  the  projeAor,  whpfe  canity  could  only  be  ec^ualied  by  his  impudence. 

^  On  thatoccafionjic  resigned  his  company  in  the  Oxf>rd/hire  militi^y  in  which 
he  had  ferved  daring  ren  years.  This  circumftance  occafioned  great  regret,  from  tha 
fliutualefteem  fabfifting  between  bimfelf  ao4  the  highly  refpefiable  o^ceracompoiiag 
.ibat  cerpf. 

occaGonally 
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odcafidnsdiy  troubled  iii  a  flight  dcgi:ee  before,  ik)w  exliibited 
alarming  fyiBptoms,  and  was  attended  by  a  morbid  irritability 
of  nerves  that  befpoke  an  approaching  diilblution.     He  accord*- 
ingly  died  at  his   houfe  in  Upper  Seymour-ftreet,  Portman^- 
fquare,  on  Sunday  April  i6,  1797,  -^^  *®  forty-fourth  year  of 
his  age»  leaving  an  amiable  widow  and  eight  children  behind 
.him ;   the  eldeft  of  whom,  fir  Edward,  now  in  his  feventeenth 
year,  is  btought  up  under  the  infpeftion  of  his  mother,  lady 
Dryden,  who,  awate  ef  the  fafliionable  follies  of  the  age,  and 
dreading  the  vices  too  frequently  engrafted  on  a  public  educa- 
tion, rears  him.  within  the  paternal  manfion:  a  talk  (he  is  ad« 
mirably  qualified-  to  fulfil   the  duties   of,  by  uniting   to   an 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  world,   much  of  the  ftrong  feufe 
and  mafculinc  talents  of  her  great  anceftor. 

Sir  John  Dryden  was  univerfally  acknowledged  to  fliihe  in  a 
convivial  circle.  His  manners  were  fafcinating;  his  convcffation 
elegant;  his  wit  always  prompt,  and  at  times  brilliant.  Above 
moft  men  be  did  the  honours  of  an  hofpitable  table  with  an  eaie 
and  delicacy  that  charmed  every  one ;  and  he  pofTefled,  in  an 
eminent  degree,  that  firft  requifite  of  good  breeding,  the  art  of 
making  all  his  guefts  feel  themfelves  at  home. 

In  refpefl  to  political  tenets,  he  had  early  imbibed  from  his 
father  an  attachment  to  a  fyftem  formerly  known  by  the  name 
aivahigglfm ;  confifting  rather  in  a  perfonal  prcdileflion  to  the  fa- 
mily itfelf,  than  the  principles  that  feated  the  illufirious  houfe  of 
Brunfwick  on  the  throne  of  thefe  realms.  He  was,  however, 
uncommonly  liberal  in  refpedk  to  thofe  who  differed  from  him 
in  opinion ;  a  high  proof  of  which  is,  that,  although  led  away 
by  the  torrent  of  the  times,  he  had  ordered  the  cflSgy  of  the 
author  of  the  •*  Rights  of  Man  *'  to  be  burned  during  his 
fhrievalty,  he  afterwards,  in  a  cooler  moment,  frankly  con- 
fefied,  that  he  muft  be  no  common  perfon  who  had  rifen  from 
fuoh  humble  beginnings  to  an  eminence  that  fubjedled  him  to 
the  perfonal  enmity  of  his  majefty's  minifters.  •    • 

Sir  John  was  at  firft  a  moft  ftrcnuous  advocate  for  the  prefcnt 
war  i  but,  when  he  found  that  torrents  of  blood  vwerc  ihcd,  and 

an. 


an  enormous  debt  contra<^ed9  in  the  profecutioii  of  a  cionteft 
hitherto  undefined  in  its  objei^y  he  lamented  the  active  part  he 
had  taken  at  its  commencement. 

The  melancholy  afpe£t  of  public  afiairs,  early  in  17979  preyed 
on  his  mind  ;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  a  friend,  who  vifited  him  on 
his  death  bed,  enjoyed  much  pleafur^  in  bis  company  while 
alive,  and  refpedh  his  memory  now  he  is  no  more,  he  appeared 
to  be  infinitely  lefs  agitated  about  the  fituation  of  hlmfelf  than 
of  his  country. 

It  Was  fuch  a  generous  paffion  as  this  that  Pope*  has  immor- 
talized, in  the  perfon  of  fir  Richard  Temple,  lord  Cobham  >— 


**  And  you,  brave  Cobham  !  to  the  lateft  breath, 
*^  Shall  feel  your  ruling  paifion  ftrong  in  death; 
**  Such  in  thofe  moments  as  in  all  the  paft, 
*^  Oh  !  fave  my  country,  Heav'n!  fhall  be  your  laA. 


>f 


As  a  laft  duty,  lady  Dryden  has  ere^ed  a  plain  but  elegant 
monument,  cut«by  the  chiilel  of  Roffi,  to  the  meiyiory  of  her 
late  hufband,  in  the  church  of  Canons  Aihby,  with  a  (hort 
inG:ription,  at  once  expreffive  of  conjugal  and  filial  afiedlion. 

/ 

•  Vol.  IL  Epift.  X.  P4rt  J. 
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A  SKETCH 

or  THE  tIFK  ANO  CHARACTER  OK  THE  tAtt 

COUNT  DE  BERN5TORFF, 

PR1M£    MINISTER    O^    DENMARK^    &C, 

Heaten  hath  implanted  ambition  in  the  human  bresdl  for  the 
beft  and  noblcd  of  all  purpofes ;  without  it  man  wotrld  be  a  lifdcb 
lamp  of  clay»  devoid  of  energy  and  activity ;  public  fptrit  would 
be  unknown ;  private  intereft  would  alone  be  attended  to ;  and 
hidory  would  have  nothing  to  record  but  the  groveling  anions 
of  vulgar  life.  It  is  true»  the  world  would  not  then  be  curied 
by  thpfe  prodigies  of  crime  who  have  been  emphatically  termed 
the  **  dellrovers  of  natrons,"  and  Alexander  couki  never  have 
dreamed  of«conquering'  India,  to  obtain  the  applaufe  of  the 
Greeks  !  But,  on  the  other  band,  none  of  thofe  great  men  who 
have  iUumined  the  page  of  ancient  and  modem  timeft  would 
have  exifled|  and  we  fhould  have  looked  in  vain  for  a  Cato»  a 
Cicero»  a  Brcftus»  and  a  long  lift  of  philofophersi  legiilatorsy  and 
patriots. 

It  is  the  diredlion,  then,  of  this  quality  that  renders  k  either 
jgood  or  bad,  virtuous  or  vicious,  a  curfe  or  a  blefling  to  mankind. 
When  originating  in  a  luft  of  power,  dreadful  indeed  muft  be  the 
rcfult,  if  accompanied  by  fuccefs.  It  then  delights  in  blood  and 
flaughter  and  war ;  it  tramples  underneath  its  feet  all  laws,  divine 
and  human ;  the  field  of  battle  becomes  its  altar,  aild  the  cries 
and  pangs  and  toitures  of  the  citizens,  its  favourite  mufic,  until 
at  laft  it  (its,  Moioch-like,  enthroned  on  the  headlefs  carcafes 
iacrificed  at  its  fhrine. 

On  the  contrary,  when  employed  for  noble  and  rational  pur- 
pofes, it  conftitutes  the  happlneft  of  mankind.  It  Animates  and 
forms  the  hero  and  the  patriot ;  it  gives  birth  to  the  brilliant  ac- 
tions of  an  Epaminondas  and  a  Leonidas ;  to  the  glorious  ftruggles 
pf  an  Alfred ;  and  the  unmerited  fufierings  of  a  Sydney.  With 
Plat^  and  Lycurgus  it  founds  free  ftates ,  with  Numa  it  prefervea 

thenb 
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them.  £ver  adiive  for  the  ptiUlc  good,  it  fometimes  condefcends 
to  fit  beneath  the  canopy  of  the  defpot,  on  purpofe  to  diredt  his 

•  •  • 

coanfels ;  and,  on  a  recent  occafion,  this  fame  beneficent  prineiple, 
actuating  the  bofom  of  a  great  ftatefnian,  has  fixed  its.  genial  in* 
fluence  over  the  hyperborean  regions,  and  fiiekered  them  from 
the  ravages  of  the  moft  terrible  war  ever  witneffed  by  Europe.  ^ 

The  late  coont  De  Beriiftorff  appertained  to  the  clafs  oi  nobles^ 
being  defcendcd  from  a  very  ancient  family  which  formerly  pofleff- 
ed  coiifiderable  efiates  in  Germany.  One  of  his  anceftc^rs,  removed 
from  the  eledorateof  Hanover  to  the  court  of  Denmark,  and  fet^ 
tied  in  that  country  which  his  defcendants  were  afterwards  deft  ined 
to  rule.  He  himfelf  was  bom  there,  in  1735^  and  received  aii 
education  fuitable  to  his  birth  and  his  talents.  His  uhde,  the  old 
count  De  Bernrtorff,  who  occupied  a  diftingulflied  fitUation  in 
the  Danifii  cabinet,  adopted  him  as  his  heir,  and  was  particular- 
ly anxious  that  he  fliould  one  day  fucceed  him.  Great  care  was 
therefore  beftowed  on  his  inftrudiion,  and  he  was  at  an  early 
period  of  life  made  acquainted  witli  every  thing  refpe£ting  the 
commerce,  finances,  and  governinent  of  his  native  country. 

In  the  mean  time  his  relatfon  was  driven  from  power  by  one 
of  thofe  fudden  events  which  depend  upon  caprice  rather  than 
judgment.  That  nobleman  was  attached  to  the  Rufiian  interefts, 
which  had  been  long  predominant  in  the  cabinet,  and  experi- 
enced, indeed,  but  a  fiiort  interruption  during  the  ephemeral  ad- 
miniftration  of  count  Struenfee.  This  minifter,  brought  in  by 
what  was  termed  the  Englijh  intereft,  had  conceived  great,  and 
it  muft  be  confefled  noble,  plans  for  the  aggrandifement  of  Den,<> 
mark.  He  made  confiderable  reforms,  and  meditated  more  impor- 
tant ones.  Had  but  fucceis  attended  his  meafures,  he  would  have 
been  confidered  as  the  greatefi  man  of  Iiis  age ;  but  the  times  prov- 
ed unpropitious,  and  the  intrigues  of  Julia-Maria  *,  the  queen- 
dowager, 

*  Tblt  pruicefi,  bom  September  4,  1729,  was  the  daughter  of  Ferdinand-Albert, 
duke  of  BrunfwUk-Wolfenbuttle,  and  the  widow  of  Fredericlc  V.  king  of  Denmark, 
father  of  hit  piefent  niajeily,  Ckridian  VIL  She  pofleHed  mafcuUne  talyiti,  cou« 
pled  with  a  fpirit  of  intrigue  that  proved  highly  difaftrous,  as  /he  was  induced  to  af- 
pire  to  the  fupreme  poweri  which  ihe  «iercifcd  during  feveral  years  with  all  th« 
plea'tudc  of  authority, 
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dowager,  a  woman  p^flcficd  of .  feme  talents,  and  curfed  with  z 
devouring  ambition,  precipitated  his  royal  midrefs  from  a  throne 
to  a  prifon,  and  cat  off  the  head  of  the  afpiring  and  patriot  Dane» 
by  the  hands  of  a  common  executioner.  This  is  not  the  firll 
time  that  genius  has  been  circumvented  by  guik. 

On  the  marritge  of  tb«  king  of  Denmark  to  the  ftHer  of  the  kmg  of  Great  Brieajff« 
ih«  beheM  hcrfelf  eclipfcd  by  a  youBf  and  beautiful  princefs,  and  fa«  the  affairs  of 
the  kingdom  entirely  reguhted  by  Scruenfee  on  one  hand,  while  Brandt,  the  favonrice 
•f  the  monarch,  «ngrofled  all  his  confidence  on  the  other.  Fofleffing  a  hattghty  an^ 
•▼erbearing  temper,  and  accuftomed,  although  only  mother»in-)aw  to  bis  majrfty,  to 
pirticif  ate  in  the  emercifo  of  the  regal  authority,  (ke  conceived  the  bold  ideaof  effeft. 
isg<a  toul  change  in  pubKc  affairs.  On  this  occ^fion  ihe  was  afiifted  by  an  old  cour- 
tier, coont  MoUce,  who  had  been  difplaced  io  oonlequence  of  Come  leeent  reforms, 
md  alio  by  a  great  number  oTothers  who  were  hoftile  to  the  late  changes. 

'^Ii:  was  00  the  aiiomiog  of  January  17,  1771,  that  flie  effe^ed  her  purpofe.  She 
entered  the  king*s  bed-chamber  at  fi>ur  o'clock,  accompanied  by  his  half-brother, 
prince  Frederick,  count  Rantaau,  and  general  Eichftedt,.whem  fliehad  gained  over  to 
her  tntereils.  Having  caufed  the  king  to  be  awoke,  they  perfuaded  him  that  his  con- 
fort,  minifter,  and  favourite,  were  about  to  deprive  him  of  his  crown,  and,  with  a  view 
to  alarm  him  the  more,  a0erted  that  they  wtre  engaged,  at  that  very  moment,  in 
drawl og  op  an  adi  of  renunciation,  to  which  he  would  be  obliged,  by  foree^  to  affia 
his  fignature. 

In  fliort,  the  timid  monarch  wal  peiiusded  to  iffue  orders  for  arreflfiAg  the  queen 
•nd  her  fuppofed  accomplices  t  ihe  was  imprifoned  in  the  caftle  of  Crenenburgh, 
together  with  hcK  infant  daughter;  while  the  others  were  confined  is  the  citadel,  and 
foon  after  p>t  to  death,  after  experiencing  the  torture  t  As  for  her  majefty,  ihe 
was  refcued  from  all  farther  'mfolt,  by  the  fpirited  condud  of  the  Engliih  ambaffador 
(SirR.  Murray  Keith),  and  conveyed  in  an  Engliih  frigate  to  Zell,  where  (he  died  of 
a  broken  heart,  May  loih,  17*75,  ^"  the  twency-fourth  year  of  her  age* 

In  conrequence  of  this  fudden  and  unexpected  revolution,  the  management  of  pub« 
lie  affairs  entirely  devolved  on  the  queen-dow«ger,  who  governed  Denmark  with  ab- 
folttte  authority,  in  the  name  of  her  fon-in-law.  Her  own  ion,  prince  Frederick, 
prefidcd  at  the  head  of  a  new  council,  compofed  according  to  her  wiibes,  while  all 
the  other  departments  were  Ailed  with  her  creatures,  and  the  prince-royal  was  edu- 
c^ited  under  her  immediate  fuoerintendance. 

Having  thus  raifed  herfclfto  the  fupreme  command  by  an  unexampled  aft  of  auda- 
city, ihe  contrived  to  preferve  her  power  during  a  period  of  twelve  years.    At  length, 
the  heir  apparent,  having  attained  hit  feventeenth  year,  and  discovered  talents  worthy 
of  his  exalted  fituatioo,  the  nation  began  to  confider  him  as  the-  legitimate  governor, 
du]  ing  the  incapacity  of  bit  f<ither.    Accordingly,  April  16,  17S4,  another  revolution 
enfold,  in  confequence  of  which  the  old  queen  and  her  adherents  were  deprived  of 
all  ihare  in  the  government,  and  ieveral  of  the  old  members,  ilill  in  eziftence,  refnm- 
ed  their  former  places.     On  this  occafioo  the  young  prince  difplayed  great  modera- 
tion, for  he  permitted  Julia-Maria  to  repair  to  a  country  feat  in  the  neighhoorhood 
of  the  capital,  where  ihe  lived  in  retirement  during  twdve  jearsi  and  4i<d  Qftobec 
10, 1796.  • 
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No  fooner  was  tlils  fudden  revolution  cfFciSicd,  than  the  intereft 
of  Ruflia  onc(S  more  became  paramount,  and  that  ambitious 
court  began  to  look  around  for  fome  noble  devoted  to  its  in- 
tcrcfts,  to  whom  it  might  cntruft  the  reins  of  government.  The 
elder  Bcmftorff  was  now  in  the  decline  of  life,  and  it  was  ap- 
prehended that  his  years  rendcd  him  incapable  of  filling  fo  high 
a  poft  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  public'  Neither  his  fervices, 
nor  his  family  were,  however,  overlooked,  for  his  nephew,  now 
returned  from  his  travels,  was  pitched  upon  to  fill  the  important 
office  of  prime  minifter,  and  it  was  fondly  hoped  that  he  would 
be  dicvoted,  both  from  interMl  and  gratitude,  to  tlie  court  that 
had  patronized  him*     But  it  proved  otherwife. 

The  (ituation  of  Denmark,  at  this  period,  was  far  from  being 
ilourifhing.  Her  population  fcarcely  exceeded*  two  millions  of 
fubje6h ;  her  revenues  did  not  amount  to  twenty  millions  of 
livres ;  her  people  were  difpirited ;  her  commerce  had  dwindled 
into  infignificance,  and  it  was  the  tolls  exa£ted  at  the  Sound  that 
alone  ferved  to  introduce  foreign  wealth  into  the  kingdom.  To 
thofe  who  maintain,  that  it  is  the  genius  of  a  government  which 
renders  a  people  flour! filing  or  languid,  rich  or  poor,  happy  or 
miferable,  the  flate  of  Denmark  at  that  period  will  afford  a 
pregnant  example.  It  muft  have  been  no  common  caufe  thirt 
reduced  a  nation,  once  the  maftcrs  of  all  Scandinavia,  and  which 
bad  conquered  and  given  kings  to  Britain,  to  fuch  a  flate  of  in- 
fignificance as  to  be  accounted  a  power  of  the  third  or  fourth 
order,  and  to  be  no  longer  of  any  weight  in  the  politics  of  Eu- 
rope.    We  mufl  fearch  for  the  reafon  in  hiflory. 

When  the  Danes  were  great,  they  were  govdljied  by  the 
nobles.  The  ancient  form  of  government,  like  the  ground- 
work, indeed,  of  all  the  feudal  kingdoms  of  Europe,  was  ori- 
ginally favourable  to  liberty.  In  Denmark,  in  particular,  the 
kings  were  chofen  by  the  body  of  the  people ;  and  the  lowefl 
and  raofl  contemptible  clafTes  feem  to  have  enjoyed  the  fame 

,  privileges  in  this  refpeft  as  the  ariftocracy  t- 

Frequent 

*  Stroeoree  caafed  an  a^ual  numeration  of  the  iohabitants  to  be  made,  by  which  it 
appeared  that  they  amounted  to  2/317,027. 

f  '*  The  aaeient/orm  of  govcrqnlent  here  (Denmark),  was  the  iane  which  the 
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Frequent  meetings  of  the  ftates  formed  a  part  of  the  fiinda- 
mental  conftitution ;  they  enabled  laws,  they  regulated  all  afiaiis 
relative  to  peace  and  war;  they  difpofed  of  feveral  of  the  great 
*o%ces ;  and  they  were  confulted  refpe<fting  the  marriages  <rf  the 
royal  family.  ^-^  Taxes  were  incidental,  being  but  feldom  impofed, 
in  order  to  n^t  great  contingencies,  fuch  as  a  neceflary  war, 
concerning  tlte  merits  of  which  they  judged  in  the  firft  inftance. 
At  this  period,  the  king  was  but  a  great  noble. 
'  The  nobles,  on  the  other  hand,  were  kings ;  the  bulk  of  the 
population*  confided,  however,  of  flaves.  This  was  truly  a  la* 
mentable  ftate  of  fociety,  fo  far  at  leaft  as  concerned  the  lall 
clafs,  and  it  was  too  unnatural  to  laft  long. 
«      After  a  long  and  unfuccefsful  conteft  with  Sweden*,  the 

nobles, 

Goth$  and  Vandals  eftabll/hed  in  moft,  if  not  alt,  parts  of  Europe,  whither  they  car* 
i-ted  their  conquefts,  and  which  in  England  is  mainuined  to  this  day  for  the  took 
part. 

**  Tis  faid  of  the  ^9md»Si  that  thofe  provinces  which  they  conqaered  wete  amply 
recompenfed  for  the  lofs  of  their  liberty,  by  being  reduced  from  barbarity  to  civility  | 
by  the  introduftion  of  arts,  learning,  commerce,  and  poIUenefs*  I  know  not  whe- 
ther this  manner  of  arguing  have  not  more  of  pomp  than  truth  in  \t\  but  with  mfich 
greater  reafon  may  it  be  faid  that  all  Europe  was  beholden  to  thefe  people  for  intro- 
ducing or  relloring  a  conftitution  of  government  far  excelling  all  others  that  wc  Mnow 
of  in  the  world.  *Tis  to  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  thefe  countries,  with  other  neigh- 
bouring provinces}  that  we  owe  the  original  of  parliaments,  formerly  fo  common,  hot 
loft  within  this  laft  age  in  all  kingdoms,  but  thofe  of  PoUnd«  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 

'<  Denmark^  therefore,  was,  tWnoUbln  thefe  thirty 'two  years,  governed  hy  a  kmg  cbofen  hy 
th4  people  of  all  f/rtt ',  even  the  Boons  bad  their  voices,  mthicb  king  IValdemar  tb*  Third 
echiQtvledged  in  that  memorable  anf'wer  of  bis  to  the  Fopt^s  nuncio,  Vfbo  fretended  to  4 
great  pvwtr  Mer  him  : — Naturam  habemus  a  Deo,  tegnum  a  fubditis,  divitias  a  pa- 
rcntlbus,  religioncm  a  Romana  eccletia ;  quam  fi  nobis  invides  renuntiamns  per  prc- 

fentes." 

Lord  Moiefworth^s  Hj/f*  of  Denmark,  Chap,  vu  p.  42. 

*  Mont^fquieu  feemi  to  wonder  <<  that  in  all  the  wars  between  I>eamark  aad 
Sweden,  the  arms  of  the  latter  fhould  always  have  the  advantage;**  adding,  "  there 
iBQft  be  fome  concealed  caufe  in  the  governments  for  the  fuperiority.**  Profeflbr  de 
la  Croix  very  properly  remarks  on  this  pafiage,  '*  That  the  caufe  doei  exill  in  their 
governments,  but  it  is  not  conceaUd.  The  peafants,  who  form  the  force  of  national 
armies,  have  always  been/er/>,  or  bondjpien,  in  Denmark,"  fays  be :  **  they  have  had 
pay,  but  not  a  country.  In  Sweden,  on  the  contrary,  the  peafants  have  ever  madt 
part  of  the  nation  as  citiaens  j'  and  citisens  fighting  againft  Havea,  muil  always  have 
the  advmuge.  For  thia  reafoa;  all  the  miliCary  furcc  of  Poland  coafi&s  ia  iC»  cavalry , 
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noblesv  as  ufnal,  endeavoured  to  exempt  themfelves  from  taxes ; 
and  this  circumflancei,  added  to  the  reproach  of  Otto  Craeg,  who 
termed  the  third  eftate  flaveSy  literally  reduced  the  whole  nation 
to  that  condition.  Frederick  III.  who  then  fat  upon  the  throne, 
terrified  at  the  perjury  and  injuftice  in  which  he  was  likely  to  be 
involved,  long  hefitated  to  become  an  abfolute  monarch ;  but 
his  confort  prompted  him  to  the  undertaking,  and  be  was  in-- 
vefted  with  the  power  of  a  tyrant,  without  a  ftruggle  on  the  part 
of  the  unworthy  nobles. 

Never  was  fuch  a  fcandalous  derelii^ion  of  liberty  experienced 
in  any  kingdom,  £br  it  was  now  ena&cid,  **  That  the  king  of 
Denmark  and  ^Norway  ihall  be  henceforth  independent  on  the 
earth;  be  Jhall  le  above  all  human  knvsy  and  acknowledge  no 
power  fiiperior  to  his  own,  but  that  of  God.'*  By  another  article 
it  is  enadled,  **  That  the  )cing  of  Denmark  (hall  eojoy  jthe  au- 
thority of  making,  changing,  and  revoking  the  laws,  as  he  (hall 
deem  proper,  and  he  fhall  exercife  abfolute  authority  over  the 
^affairs  of  the  church,  and  over  all  religious  afiemblies." 

*'  Thus,"  fay?  an  Englilh  nobleman  (Lord  Molefworth) , "  this 
great  afair  was  finished ;  and  the  kingdom  of  Denmark,  in  four 
days  time,  changed  from  ariftocracy  to  as  abfolute  a  mpnarchy 
as  any  is  at  prefent  in  the  world.  The  commons  have  fmce 
experienced,  that  the  little  finger  of  an  abfolute  prime  can  be 
heavier  than  the  loins  of  many  nobles ;  the  only  comfort  they 
have  left  them  being  to  fe«  their  former  oppreflbrs  in  almoft  as 
iniferable  a  condition  as  themfelves ;  whilft  the  citizens  of  Copen- 
hagen have  by  it  obtained  the  infignificant  privilege  of  wearing 
fwords:  fo  that  at  this  day,  not  a  cobbler  or  barber  ftirs  abroad 
without  a  tilter  at  his  fide,  let  his  purfe  be  never  fo  empty. 
The  clergy,  who  always  make  fufe  bargains,"  adds  he,  *^  were 
the  only  gainers  in  this  point ;  and  are  Hill  much  encouraged  by 
court,  as  the  inftruments  that.firft-  promoted,  and  now  keep  the 
people  in  a  due  temper  of  flavery ;  the  paffivc  obedience  principle 
fiding  triumphant  in  this  unhappy  kingdom,  '  It  was  but  juftice 

trhkh  U  cpaipoijed  of  gentlemen  \  and  the  repuUic  can  place  no  dependence  on  its 
infantry,  which  it  f<irn)ed  only  of  thofe  unhappy  hcin|<  attached  to  the  land  which 
they  cultivate  under  the  yoke  of  fcrvitude/* 

S^,  oftbt  C9nfii{utkp*  oftbt  frmipai  Statts  cfEur^t,  p.  49? . 
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that  the  court  fliouW  pay  well  the  principal  contrivers  of  this 
great  revolution;  and  therefore,  notwithftanding  the  general 
want  of  money,  Hannibal  Seeftede  had  a  preferit  of  200,000 
crowns ;  Swan,  the  faperintendant  or  bifhop,  was  made  arch- 
bifhop,  and  had  30,000  crowns ;  the  prefident,  or  fpeaker,  Nan- 
fon,  20,coo  crowns  ;  and  to  the  people  remained  the  glory  of 
having  forged  their  own  chains,  and  the  advantage  of  obeying 
without  referve — a  happinefs  which  I  fuppofe  no  Englifhman 
will  ever  envy  them." 

It  is  to  this  event*  that  we  are  to  trace  the  declining  ftate 
of  Denmark  at  the  period  before  alluded  to ;  and  furely  the  caufe 
afligned  is  fully  commenfurate  to  the  principl&^educed  from  it ; 
for  the  bulk  of  the  people  were  ftill  in  a  ftate  of  fervitude^  and 
a  great  northern  court,  taking  advantage  of  the  weaknels  of  the 
kingdom,  interfered  in  the  very  minutias  of  government,  and  by 
means  of  its  intrigues  placed  and  difplaced  lords  of  the  bed-cbam* 
her  and  ladies  in  waiting. 

BernftorflF,  with  an  eagle's  eye,  faw  and  lamented  the  fituation 
of  his  country  ;  but  the  fate  of  his  predeceflfor  warned  him  againft 
fudden  changes,  ^d  the  all-powerful  influence  of  Ruflia  was 
ready  to  thmft  him  from  his  elevated  fituation,  if  he  gave  way 
to  his  patriot  feelings.  In  addition  to  this,  the  queen-dowager 
would  have  been  extremely  jealous  of  a  popular  minifter;  and 
the  heir  to  the  crown  had  not  as  yet  attained  an  age  in  which  he 
could  fecond  his  endeavours  for  the  profperity  of  his  future  king- 
dom. His  fieps  were,  therefore,  neceffarily  flow  and  cautious,  for 
he  had  the  cjueen-regent,  the  nobles,  and  even  Ruflia,  to  tontend 
with. 

*  '<  It  k  eify  for  any  coniidering  peWbn  to  gnefs  the  confeqvejice  of  this  (the  rero* 
laden  in  1660),  which  if,  frequent  and  arbi  ary  taxel,  a»d  commonly  very  excef- 
iive  ones  in  times  of  peace,  ittle  regard  beinj  had  to  the  occaiion  of  them.:  fo  chat 
the  value  of  eftates  in  moll  par  &  of  the  kingdom  i$  fallen  three-fourths.  And  it 
is  worfe  near  the  capital  city,  uriler  the  eye  and  hand  of  the  government,  than  in 
remoter  provinces;  poverty  io  the  gentry,  which  neceiTarily  caufea  extremity  of 
mifery  in  the  peafants;  partiality  in  the  diftributlon  of  juflice,  when  favourites  are 
concerned ;  with  many  other  mifchiefs  which  fliall  be  hereafter  more  particularly 
mentioned;  being  the  conllant  effects  of  arbicrary  rule  in  this  and  all  other  councriaa 
wherein  it  has  prevailed.*' 

An  Account  ofDtnmarl  (by  Lord  MaUfwortbJy  8vo.  p.  47,  ed.  1 694. 

The 


The  firft  fcheme  realized  by  Bernftorff  was  one  ititimately 
connedad  with  the  independence  of  his  couiitry>  Peter  HI. 
had  cheriAied  certain  claims  againll  the  German  dominions  of 
Denmark,  and  was  adlually  preparing  to  enforce  them»  when  h« 
was  cut  off  by  treachery.  His  confort  and  fucceiTor^  Catharine, 
had  not,  indeed,  perfevercd  in  this  proje£t,^ut,  on  the  other  hand^ 
£tie  had  not  relinquiibed  it.  Thefe  pretebiions  formed  a  power- 
ful engine  in  the  cabinet  of  Copenhagen,  by  which  (he  difpofed 
that  court  to  a  nearly  implicit  obedience  to  her  commands,  and 
two  fucceflive  ambaffadors*  had  converted  it  to  the  bafeft  pur- 
pofes.  The  new  minifter,^  however,  found  means,  by  foothing  thtf 
pride  of  theemprefs,  and  gaining  the  confent  of  her  favourites,  to 
put  an  end  to  all  the  pretcnfions  of  Ruffia,  both  in  refpe£t  to  Hoi* 
ftein,  and  the  duchy  of  Schlcfwig;  and,  after  a  ncgociation  of  fom« 
length,  a  treaty  was  figned  at  Kiel  on  the  i6th  November,  1773. 
This  provcci,  indeed,  an  exfenjive  purchafe  to  Denmark,  but  it 
was  neceflary  for  her  honour,  and  even  her  fecurity.  So  fendble, 
indeed,  were  the  people  of  the  advantages  rcfulting  from  it,  that 
the  event  was  celebrated  throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  and 
the  memory  of  it  perpetrated  by  means  of  a  medal  ilruck  upon 
this  occafjon.  The  empreft,  who  now  perceived  that  (he  had  loft 
much  of  her  influence,  and  fufpefted  that  her  niinifters  had  been 
tampered  with,  difgraced  Saldern^  to  wbpm  (he  had  entruiled  the 
management  of  this  bufmefs. 

Ambitious  of  introducing  ufeful  reforms  at  home,  Bernftorff 
began  to  look  arouncf  him,  and  found  every  thing  defeftivc. 
The  laws,  the  ebje<Sl  of  which  is  juftice,  and  which  ought  to  be 
.acceffible  to  alU  and  within  the  reach  of  the  meaneft  fubjeift, 
were  perverted  from  their  original  intent.  Wealth  and  fa- 
vouritifm  v^ere  the  moft  fuccefsful  clients  in  the  courts;  and* 
without  either  or  both  of  thefe,  the  boor  flood  no  chance 
in  a  contcft  with  the  noble.  Happily  on  this  occafiou  all  his 
efforts  were  dire£ted  by  prudence:  it  was  his  aim  to  reftore,  ra- 
ther than  to  innovate ;  to  repair,  rather  than  to  rebuild';  for  tht 
old  DaniOi  code  is  allowed,  by  the  bitterefl  enemies  of  Den* 
marky  to  have  been  a  mod^l  worthy  the  imitation  of  furround* 

*  Soldcm  ana  Piulofophotf'. 
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]iig  nations  *^.  His  labours  were  not»  however,  boonded  here, 
as  he  inttoduced  i^p  original  eftabiifhrnent,  unknown  to  the  an**' 
cient  conftitntion,  calculated  rather,  indeed,  to  prevent  than  to 
regulate  law-fuits }  for  he  caufed  an  cdi6l  to  be  promulged,  by 
which  all  parties  were  enjoined  to  fubmtt  their  refpeAive  litiga- 
tioQs,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  the  provi/ional  dcciiion  of  two  men, 
chofen  as  arbitrators,  who  were  to  endeavour  to  conciliate  the 
minds  of  the  opponents,  and  put  an  epd  to  all  further  difpute. 
It  was  thus  that,  perhaps  for  the  firft  time,  defpotifm  was  em- 
ployed towards  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  mankind ,  and  the 
Danes  were  compelled  by  gratitude  to  confefs  that  the  perfidious 

4  * 

t 

*  **  Who  could  beUeVe,  if  authort  yery  worthy  of  credit,  t|i4  wbo  have  d«- 
claimed  the  moft  againtt  the  govermn^nt  of  Denmark,  did  not  afl\ire  at  of  h,  that 
the  panifli  code  of  civil  lawi  it  even  to  thii  day  the  beft  in  Europe  ?  It  formt  only 
«ne  fingle  volume  in  quarto;  but  all  the  difpolitions  are  fo  clear,  £b  pofitive,  that 
every  man  may  be  judge  in  hit  own  caufc:  tlius  there  are  but  very  few  lawyera  In 
I  Pcnmarky  which  it  at  leaft  one  meant  of  foftening  the  mifery  of  (he  people*^* 

De  la  Crobc  *'  On  the  Confi'iMwn  of  Denmarky'^   t^ol,  h  p,  490> 

■  ■  <«  But  being  now  to  fpeak  of  the  Danijb  laws,  I  muft  needs  begin  with  this 

good  cbarafter  of  them  in  general }  that  for  jufiicc,  brevity,  and  perfpicvtty,  they 

exceed  all  that  I  know  in  the  world.    They  are  grounded  upon  equity,  and  are  ?U 

conuined  in  on^  quarto  volume,  writ^n  in  the  language  of  the  country,  with  fo 

much  plainnefi  that  no  man,  who  can  write  and  read,  if  fo  ignorant,  but,Ke  may 

• .  ,  •  .        •    .  _      •        *         ,     . 

prefen'ily  underftand  his  own  cafe,  and  plead  it  too  if  1m  pleafes,  lylthout  the  af&A^ 
tnce  of  counfcl  or  attorney* 

**  There  it  none  cf  (hat  cbicani  to  be  found  which  deftroyt  and  rajfes  fo  many 
^reat  eftatesin  England  \  "a  very  it^  advocates  to  (do)  the  bufinefs  of  all  the  litigious 
perfons  in  thofe  kingdomik  Neither  are  their  fees  arbitrary  or  exorbitant ;  no  fuit  of 
what  importance  foever  bangs  in  fu^nfe  longer  than  one  year  and  a  month :  fince  a 
man  may  go  through  all  the  courts,  and  have  execution  done  within  that  time,  unlc^f 
he  be  war^fing  to  hii^felf^ 

**  It  may  be  replied  to  this,  that  the  fcarcjty  of  mqpey  may  be  the  principal  occa* 
iSon  of  few  iaw-fuits  and  lawyers.  It  is  noc  denied,  and  perhaps  a  right  fenfe  of 
this  was  the  firft  caufe  of  fo  good  a  regulation  of  juftice.  Tor  fime  tbe  hng 
vtras  refolded  to  tmpty  tbe  pockets  •/  b'u  fubjeSiy  k  was  mtfirlnf  advaetage  to parmif 
others  to  do  ity  ardjbare  tbe  ga'ini  with  biuu 

<<  However,  this  much  may  with  certainty  be  averred,  that  the  like  regulations 
would  not  only  agree  with,  but  confummate,  the  happinefs  of  a  rich  country  {  and 
this  inftanM  of  Denmark  makes  it  evident  that  fuch  a  regulation  it  phidi« 
cat)k.  •  •      . 

l^d  M»lfew$rtbf  in  t6^^, 

aft 


■ 

fid  on  die  part  of  their  anceftors,  by  which  the  Idng  was  at": 
lowed  ^*  to  explain  the  law,  nay  to  alter  and  change 'it  aahe 
Ihould  fee  good/'  had  been  for  once  perverted  to  thor  ad^ 
l^antage. 

^  Another  grand  objefl  now  engaged  the  attenti^i  o^  this  phi* 
Janthropic  ftatefman.    His  uncle  had  conceived  the  glorious  jdaft 
of  enfranchiling  the  flaves  of  Denmark :  for,  to  the  dilgrace  of 
this  nation,  before  his  time,  all  who  were  not  nobles,  or  citizens; 
might  be  fo  accounted.    He  had  begun  and  fucceeded  with  the 
domains  of  the  crown,  and  fome  of  the  great  proprieton  re- 
ln£fcantly  followed  the  example ;  but  on  his  death,  being  defti* 
tute  of  a  protedor,  they  were  relapfing  fail  into  their  former 
fiate,  and  even  at  that  period  might  be  coniidered  as  but  little  re- 
moved from  bondage.     The  boor  was  not  permitted  to  felefi  his 
tyrant;  he  could  not  change  his  place  of  refidence,  withobt  the 
voluntary  aflent,  or  purchafed  permiffion,  of  his  lord  ;  for  if  this 
was  wanting,  he  might  be  feized  and  impounded,  and,  if  jxdt 
ranfomed,  a  heavy  punishment  awaited  him.     To  fuch  a  clais  of 
men  leafes  were  unknown ;  and  he  who  had  brought  his  little 
farm  into  a  meliorated  ftate  of  cultivation  was  often  irretrievably 
pained  by  a  removal  to  the  moft  barren  one  ii>  tl^e  neighbour- 
hood, from  the  vain  hope  that  this  alfo  was  to  be  rendered  fertile 
\>j  the  unrewarded  cultivator. 

But  the  adminiftration  of  the  queen-mother  was  not  f;ivour- 
able  to  the  view$  of  the  premier ;  for  that  princefs,  knowing 
how  (he  had  tt  firft  obtained  and  ftill  retained  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment, was  apprehenfive  of  commotion^  and  dreaded  the 
j)lots  and  vengeance  of  an  incenfed  nation. 

During  the  American  war  an  event  occurred  in  which  the 
interefts  of  Denxnark  were  deeply  involved,  and  to  which  it 
would  have  been  dangerous  in  the  regent  not  to  have  given  her 
affent ;  for  it  was  patronized  by  another  female,  who,  from 
the  throne  of  Ruffia,  regulated  all  the  affiiirs  of  the  North. 
*rhe  ftatcs  not  pngaged  in  that  deftrudUvc  conteft,  parti- 
cularly ihofe  inhabiting  the  (bores  of  the  Baltic,  had  taken  a 
^ir  advantage  of  the  folly  of  their  more  fouthern  neighboun; 

and 


ted  were  now  carrying  on  a  profitable  intcrcourfe  between  the 
bell^erent  powers.  In  fhort,  they  were  become  tlie  carr?er» 
of  Europe,  and  fwarmed  in  every  fea,  freighted  with  the 
pTodu£ts  of  the  moft  diftant  climes.  This  of  courfc  excited 
the*  jealoqfy  of  thofe  who  had  incapacitated  themfelves  from 
£milar  purfuits  by  their  paffion  for  dominion,  and  pradlices 
were  recurred  to  in  exprefs  oppodtion  to  the  rights  of  nations : 
S&[  the  preponderating  naval  powers  were  accoilomed  to  viiit, 
fearch,  flop,  detain,  and  even  conEfeate  veflels  under  various 
pretences  *• 

On 

*  f '  TChe  Dularstim  tf  th*  King   tf  D^nwmrk  and  Ntrway  to  the  Courts  of  Loadrnt^ 

Verjailleiy  and  MadAd, 

'  ^  If  the  moft  citA  luid  perftd  QeQtn)ity>  with  the  moft-regnhr  mvigadoB,  aad 
the  moft  invielable  refpcA  to  treaties,  could  hare  exempted  the  commerce  of  the  fub- 
ytCtM  of  the  king  of  Denmark  aod  NorWay  from  the  inroads  of  the  powers  with  whoim 
he  is  at  peace,  and  kept  it  free  and  independent,  it  would  not  be  neceflary  to  take 
meafores  to  iafure  to  his  fuhj«€ts  that  liberty  to  which  they  have  the  moft  inoontro- 
«eruble  right.  The  king  of  Daomark  has  always  founded  his  glory,  aod  his  graii- 
deur^  upon  the  efteem  and  confidence  oi  other  nations.  It  has  been  his  ruk,  from 
the  beginning  of  his  reign,  to  teftify  to  all  the  powers,  his  friends,  a  condud  the 
ooft  capable  of  convincing  them  of  hTs  pacific  intentions,  and  of  his  defire  to 
contribute  to  the  general  happinefs  of  Europe.  His  proceedings  have  always  been 
conformable  to  thefe  principles)  againfl  which  nothing  can  he  aUedged ;  he  has,  tiii 
now,  only  addrefl*ed  himfelf  to  the  powers  at  war,  to  obtain  a  redrefs  of  his  griev- 
ances;  and  he  has  never  wanted  moderation  in  bis  demands,  nor  acknowledgments 
when  they  have  received  the  fuccefs  they  deferved :  but  the  neutral  navigation  baa 
been  too  often  molefted,  and  the  moft  innocent  conunerce  of  his  fubje^ts  too  fre« 
^uenfly  difturbed  ;  io  that  the  king  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  take  proper  meafares  to 
afltire  to  himfelf  and  his  allies  the  fafety  of  commerce  and  navig|itloD«  and  the 
jnaintenance  of  the  infeparable  rights  of  liberty  and  independence.  If  the  duties  of 
neetrality  dre  facred,  the  law  of  nations  has  alfo  its  rights  avowed  by  all  impartial 
|K^wers,  eftabllihed  by  cuftom,  and  founded  upon  equity  and  reafon.  A  nation  in- 
<dependent  and  neutral,  does  not  iofe  by  the  war  of  others  the  rights  which  ibe  had 
before  the  war,  becaufc  peace  exif^s  between  her  and  all  the  belligerent  powers. 
Without  receiving  or  being  obliged  to  follow  the  laws  of  either  of  them,  (he  is  al» 
lowed  to  folbw.  In  all  places  (contraband  excepted)  the  tratfic  which  (he  would  have 
«  right  to  carry  on,  if  peace  exlfted  with  all  Europe,  as  it  exifti  with  her.  The  king 
.pretends -to  nothing  beyond  what  the  neutrality  allows  him*  This  is  his  rule,  and 
that  of  his  people :  and  the  king  cannot  accede  to  the  principle,  that  a  power  at 
war  h^i  a  right  to  interrupt  the  commerce  of  hia  fobjcdts.  He  thinks  it  due  to 
/  himfclfj 
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On  this  occaiion  the  emprefs  of  Roffia  placed  heifelf  at  the 
head  of  an  armed  neutrality,  the  objeftof  which  was  to  proteA 
tlie  commerce  of  the  North. 

Bernftorff  inftantly  perceived  the  manifold  advantages  likely 
to  refult  to  Denmark  from  fuch  a  coalition,  atid  fent  in* 
ilniftions  to  the  minider  at  the  court  of  St.  Peteribur^ 
to  accede  to  it,  which  was  complied  with  July  19,  1780,  Jbe 
being  the  firft  plenipotentiary  who  figned  this  famous  compadL 
Sweden,  Pruilia,  and  other «(bte$,  ^n  after  followed  the  exam-^ 

himfelf,  and  to  hit  fubjeAs,  the  faithful  obferrers  of  thefe  ru^ec,  and  to  the  |>oiiwBtt 
at  war  themfelvesy  to  declaie  to  them  the  following  priacipiet,  which  Ik  has  mlwaTi 
held,  and  wfakh  he  wiH  always- avow  and  maintain,  in  concert  with  the  eiD- 
prefs  of  all  the  Ruffias,  who^  fentiments  he  finds-^  entuely  confomaUe  vdck 
his  own.  * 

**  I.  That  neutral  reflels  have  a  right  to  navigate  freely  from  pott  to  port*  even  oft 
the  «oaftt  of  the  powers  at  war.. 

«  II.  That  the  tfft€ti  of  the  fobjeds  of  the  powers  at  war  fhall  be  free  in  jicn* 
tial  veflelsy  except  foch  as  are  deemed  contraband. 

'*  III.  That  nothing  is  to  be  uaderftood  under  the  denominations  of  contraband, 
chat  is  not  exptefsly  mentioned  as  fuch  in  the  third  article  of  his  treaty  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britain,  in  the  year  1670,  and  the  26th  and  x7t!i  articles  of  his  treatf 
of  commerce  with  France>  in  the  year  X742;  and  the  king  will  equally  maintaia 
thefe  rules  with  thofe  powers  with  whom  he  has  no  treaty. 

'<  IV.  That  he  will  look  upon  that  as  a  fort  blocked  up,  into  which  no  Tefielcaa 
enter  without  evident  danger,  on  account  of  Teflels  of  war  fo  Rationed  there  as  tt 
form  aui  effedual  blockade. 

**  V.  That  thefe  priociplei  (hall  ferve  for  rules  in  law  proceedings,  and  that 
juftice  IhaU  be  expeditiouHy  rendered,  by  the  maritime  regulations,  conformably  to 
treaty  and  ufage  received. 

«  VI;  His  majefty  does  not  hefitate  to  declare,-  that  he  will  maintain  thefe  prin* 
ciples  with  the  honour  of  his  flag,  and  the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  com* 
■fierce  and  navigation  of  his  fubjedts ;  and  that  it  is  for  this  purpofe  he  has  armed  a 
part  o{  his  navy,  although  he  is  dcfirous  to  prefcrve,  with  all  the  powers  at  war,  not 
only  a  good  underftanding,  but  all  the  friendfhip  of  which  the  neutrality  can  admit. 
The  king  will  never  recede  ^bm  thefe  principles,  unlefs  be  is  forced  to  it :  he  knowa 
his^uties  and  his  obligations,  he  refpeds  them  as  be  does  his  treaties,  and  deiirea 
no  other  than  to  maintain  them.  His'  majefty  is  perfuaded,  that  the  belligereml 
powers  will  acknowledge  the  juftnefs  of  his  motives;  that  they  will  be  as  aveffe  at 
himfelf  to  doing  any  thing  that  may  oppreis  the  liberties  of  mankind,  and  that  they 
will  give  their  dcders^to  their  admiialty  and  to  their  officers,  conformably  to  the 
principlea  above  lecittdy  which  'tend  to  the  gpicral  happiae£i  aAd  Satereil  of 
•ir^orope. 

pie, 
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yie,  and  the  Danes  reaped  immenfe  behefit  by  this  meafure ;  for 
they  not  only  enjoyed  the  greater  part  of  the  Baltic  trade,  but 
the  commerce  of  Holland  was  entrufled  to  their  fla^r ;    tnd  the 
lenefits  which  they  reaped  contribute4  not  a  little  to  enrich  the 
inercbants  of  Copenhagen  *. 

While 

*  *'  jf  C^  of  th*  MaritiMU  Treaty  hateeen  tbt  Iw^rejs  tfRuJfic  and  th  lOng  of  Detf- 
tiMrht  ttccidedte  hy  tbt  King  of  Sweden  and  States  General  of  tbt  Unlttd  Frovhca, 

**  ABT.I.Their  refpedive  majefties  fre  fully  and  fincerely  determined  to  keep  upon 
die  moft  friendly  terms  with  the  prefent  beliigereot  powers,  and  prefenre  the  moft 
«xad  neutrality  :  they  iblemnly  declare  their  firm  inteotion  to  be,  chat  theii-  refpec- 
five  fubjedi  (kail  i^ri&iy  obferve  the  laws  forbidding  all  contrabafui  trade  with,  the 
powers  now  being>  or  tha(  may  hereafter  be,  concerned  in  the  prefent  difputes. 

ee  n.To  prevent  all  equivocation  or  mififaderft^ding  of  the  word  contrabanu,  thf'u 
inperia)  and  royal  majeliies  declare  that  the  meaning  of  the  faid  word  is  ft.lel)  re- 
ibained  to  fuch  goods  and  commodities  as  are  4nept}oned  under  that  denomination  in 
the  treaties  fubfifiiag  between  their  faid  majefties  and  either  of  the  belligerent  powers. 
Her  impel ial  majefty  abiding  principally  by  the  Xth  and  XI  ch  articles  of  the  treat  j 
of.  commerce  with  Great  Britain;  the  conditions  therein  mentioned,  which  ase 
founded  on  the  right  of  nations,  being  underftood  to  extend  to  the  kings  of  France 
and  Spain  i  as  there  is  at  preCent  no  fpecific  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  twp 
btter  #nd  the  former.  His  Daniih  majefty,  on  his  parr,  regulates  his  condu^  in  tlii« 
particular  by  the  ^ft  article  of  his  treaty  wi^b  England,  and  the  XXVIth  and 
XXVIlth  of  that  fubfifting  between  his  faid  majefty  and  the  king  of  France,  extent^, 
isg  the  provifions  made  in  the  lat(ef  (o  the  Catholic  king;  there  being  no  treaty 
sdboCf  between  penmar^  and  Spain. 

*<  HI,  And  whereas  by  this  means  the  word  eofitreband,  confoimablc  to  the  treaties 
now  extant,  and  the  ftipulations  made  between  the  contrading  powers,  and  thofe  that 
«re  now  at  war,  is  fully  explained  |  efpecially  by  the  treaty  between  Ruffia  and  Eng- 
tend  of  the  loth  of  June  17665  between  the  latter  and  Denmark,  of  the  nth  of 
July  1670;  and  between  their  Paniih  and  moft  Chriftian  majefties,  of  Aoguft  zsd, 
174^9  the  will  and  opinion  of  th^  high  contrading  powers  are,  that  all  other  tra4e 
whatfoever  (hall  be  deemed  and  remain  free  and  unreftrained, 

"By  the  declaration -delivered  to  the  belligerent  powers,  their  contra^ing  majeftiet 
have  already  challenged  the  privileges  founded  on  natural  right,  whence  fprings  the 
freedom  of  trade  and  navigation,  as  well  as  the  right  qf  neutral  powers ;  and  beiqg 
fully  determined  not  to  depend  in  future  merely  on  ap 'arbitrary  interpretation,  d«<* 
vifed  to  aafiiirer  fome  private  tdvanu^es  or  ^ncernsj  (hejf  have  mutually  covcnanCi;4 

M  follows  9 

<'  Pirfty  Tb^t  it  will  be  lawful  for  any  ^ip  v^Mtever  to  fail  freely  from  one  pott  to 

'  another,  or  along  the  coaft  of  the  powers  now«t  war.— idly,  That  all  merchandife 

and  tfft&t  belonging  |o  the  fubjr^  of  the  faid  belligerent  powers,  and  Aipped  on 

neutral  bottoms,  ihall  be  entirely  frzt ;  except  contraband  goods.»-3dly,  In  order  to 

afcertatn  what  conftitutes  the  blockade  of  any  place  or  poet,  it  is  to  be  Mnderftood  to 
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While  Bernftorff  was  thus  employed,  in  increafing  the  trade, 
fcrtifying  the  independence^  and  meditating  the  bapptnefs  of 

his 

be  in  fuch  pitdiMoient,  wlien  the  iflailing  power  ha«  uken  ftich  i  ftaijon  n  to  er- 
^fe  to  imminent  danger  any  Aip  oi  ihipt  that  would  attempt  to  fail  to  or  Out  of  th« 
laid  ports.— 4thlyy  No  neutral  ihipa  a:a\\  be  ftopped  without!  material  and  well- 
grounded  caufe :  and  in  fiKh  cafei  juftice  flwH  be  done  to  them  without  loft,  of  time  ; 
and  befidei  indemnifying,  each  and  every  time,  the  party  aggrieved,  and  thus  ftopped 
without  fufficient  caofe,  full  fatisfaaioa  Ihali  be  given  to  the  high  contmaing 
fowers  for  the  infult  offered  to  their  flag* 

**  IV.  In  order  to  proted  officially  the  general  trade  of  their  refpedlve  fubjeAi,  on 
the  fundamental  principles  aforefaid,  her  imperial,  and  his  royal  majefty  have  thought 
proper,  for  effeaing  fuch  purpofe,  each  refpeaively  to  &t  out  a  proportionate  quoti 
«f  Aips  of  war  and  frigates.  The  fquadron  of  each  of  the  contraaing  powers  fliaH 
be  ffatJoned  in  a  proper  latitude,  and  ihall  be  employed  ia  efcorting  convoys  according 
CO  the  particular  circumftances  of  the  navigators  and  traders  of  each  nation-       'v 

«*  V.  Should  any  of  the  merchantmen  belonging  to  the  fubjeas  of  the  contraaing 
powers  fail  in  a  latitude  where  ihall  be  no  ihlps  of  war  of  their  own  nation>  and  thut 
be  deprived  of  the  fud  proteaion;  in  fuch  cafe,  the  commander  of  the  fquadron  be- 
longing to  the  other  friendly  power  ihail^  at  the  re^ueft  of  fuch  merchantmen,  grant 
them  finceiely,  and  Unafidty  all  necefl'ary  affiftance.  The  ibips  of  war  and  frigates, 
of  either  of  the  contraaing  powers,  fliaU  thus  protea  and  alfift  the  merchantmen  of 
the  other:  provided  neverthdefs,  that  under  the  fanaion  of  fuch  required  aiTiftance 
and  proteaion,  no  contraband  be  carried  on,  nor  any  prohibited  trade,  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  the  neutrality. 

<<  VI-  The  prefcnt  convention  cannot  be  foppofed  to  have  any  relative  effea;  L'.aC 
Is,  to  extend  to  any  differences  that  may  have  arifen  fince  its  being  concluded  i  UA* 
iefs  the^ontroverfy  ihould  fpring  from  continual  vexations  which  might  tend  to  ag* 
grieve  and  opprefs  all  the  nations  of  Europe. 

«  VII.  If  notwithftanding  the  cautious  and  friendly  care  of  the  contrading  powers, 
and  their  fteady  adherence  to  an  exaa  neucrality,  the  Ruffian  and  Daniih  merchant* 
men  fbould  happen  to  be  infulted,  plundered,  or  captured,  b)r  any  of  the  armed  ibipa 
•r  privateers  belong'ng  to  any  of  the, belligerent  powers:  in  fuch  cafe  the  ambaflador 
•r  envoy  of  the  aggrieved  party,  to  the  off'ending> court,  ffiali  claim  fuch'fliip  or  ffiipf, 
infiftiog  OB  a  proper  iatisfaaion,  and  never  neglea  to  obtain  a  reparath>n  for  the  infult 
offered  to  the  ti^%  of  hi$  court.  The  miniAcr  of  the  other  contraaing  power  fliall 
atthe  fame  time,  in  the  moft  efficacious  and  vigorous  manner,  defend  fuch  requifition, 
which  ihall  be  fupported  by  both  parties  with  unanimity.  But  in  cafe  of  any  refufal, 
or  even  delay  in  redreiSng  the  grievances  complained  of;  then  their  majefties  will 
yeuiiate  againft  the  power -that  fliall  thus  refufe  to  do  them  juftice,  and  immediately 
agree  together  oa  the  moft  proper  means  of  making  welUfuunded  reprifaJs. 

**  VIIL  In  cafe  either  of  the  contraaing  powers,  or  boili  at  the  fame  time,  fftould 
be  IB  any  manner  aggaeved  or  attacked,  in  confeituence  of  the  prefent  convention,  or 
ibr  any  reafon  relating  thereto;  it  is  agreed,  that  both  powers  will  join,  aa  in  con- 
ceit f«  their  mutual  defence*  and  unite  their  forces  in  order  to  procure  to  themfelvea 
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lib  nal3Te  coDnfry^  the  heir  apparent  to  the  throne  began  to 
evince  talents  and  difpofitiops  that  fitted  him  for  eni[Mre.    ^He 

was  noNV  approaching  to  an  age  when  he  would  become  entitled 
to  folne  (hare  in  the  government,  and  was  prompted  by  his  own 
cnterprifing  fpirit*  and  the  fuggeftions  of  thofe  around  him,  to 

«i  wfequate  anif  perfeft  fatisfadiony  both  in  regard  to  the  infult  put  upon  their  re* 
§ge€t\vc  flagf»  and  the  lofles  fufiered  by  their  fubje^s. 

**  lyL  This  convention  fliall  remain  in  force  for  and  during  the  continuance  of  the 
freient  war*;  and  the  obligation  enforced  thertby^  will  ferre  as  the  ground*vcork  of  aB 
treaties  that  may  be  fet  on  foot  hereafter  t  according  to  future  occnrrences^  and  on 
tfce  breaking  out  of  any  frefh  maritime  wars  which  might  unhappily  difturb  the  tran- 
^inity  of  Europe.  Meaawhile>  all  that  is  hereby  agreed  upon  ihall  be  deemed  as 
Unding  and  permanent,  in  regard  both  to  mercantile  and  naval  a/fairsy^and  fhall  have 
the  force  of  law  in  determining  the  rights  of  neutral  nations. 

**  X.  The  chief  aim  and  principal  objeA  of  the  prefent  convention  being  to  fe- 
cure  the  freedom  of  trade  and  navigation,  the  high  contra^iog  powera  have  ancece- 
^ntly  agreed^  an^o  engage  to  give  to  all  other  neutral  powers  free  leave  to  accede  to 
the  prefent  treaty,  and,  after  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  principles  on  which  it  ittts^ 
Aare  equally  in  the  obligations  and  advantages  thereof. 

*'  XI.  In  order  that  the  powers,  now  at  war,  may  not  be  ignorant  of  the  ftrength 
and  nature  of  the  engagements  entered  into  by  the  two  courts  aforefaid ;  the  high* 
contrf^ng  parties  fhall  give  notice,  in  the  rooft  friendly  manner,  to  the  belligerent 
powers,  of  the  meafurefs  by  them  taken ^  by  which,  far  from  meaning  any  manner 
•f  hoftility,  or  caufing  any  lofs  or  injury  to  other  powers,  their  only  intention  is  to 
yrotcA  the  trade  and  navigation  of  tlicir  refpedive  fubjeds. 

**  Xn»  This  iconvention  iball  be  ratified  by  the  contrail ng  powers,  and  the  rati* 
fcations  interchanged  between  the  parties  in  due  form,  within  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks 
from  the  day  of  its  being  figned,  or  even  fooner,  if  pofiible.  In  witnefs  whereof,  and 
by  virtue  of  the  full  powers  granted  tis  for  the  purpofc,  %ve  have  put  our  hands  and 
ftals  to  the  prefent  trfcaty. 

^  Given  at  Copenliagen,  July  the  19th,  1780. 

(Signed)        CHARLES  D'OSTEN,  called  SOKEN. 
^  J.  SCHACK  RATLAU. 

,     A.  P.  COMPTE  BERNSTORFF. 
O.  THOFT. 
H.EIKSTEDT. 

'*  Acceded  to>  and  figned  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  court  of  Sweden^  at  Pe- 
terlburgh,  the  21  ft  of  July,  178O}  and  by  the  States-General  accepted  Nor.  20* 
xySoy  and  figned  at  Peterlburgh,  January  5,  1781,  with  the  addition  only  of  axtick 

**  Xill.  If  the  refpcAive  fquadrons,  or  ihlps  of  warj  ihuuld  meet  or  unite,  to  aA 
in  conju£tion,  the  command  in  chief  will  be  regulated  according  to  y^hat  is  commonly 
pradifed  between  the  crowned  headt  and  the  republic/* 

'  vindicate 
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vindicate  what  he  confidered  as  his  juft  rights*  The  Mrrongs  and 
injuries  experienced  by  a  mother  who  had  ended  her  Kfe  in  exile 
and  dlfgrace,  were  ever  prefent  to  his  mind ;  and,  in  addition^ 
to  this,  he  himfelf  ^had  already  excited  the  jealoufy  of  her  per- 
fecutors.  On  this  occafion  it  was  natural  for  the  young  prince 
to  apply  to  a  mhiifter  fuch  as  Bcrnftorff  for  counfel  and  aflift* 
ance;  and  he  did  not  apply  in  vain;  for  on  the  16th  of  April 
1784,.  a  revolution  was  eflFf£led  without  bloodfhed,  in  confe- 
quencc  of  which  the  queen-mother  retired  from  public  bufinefs, 
and  the  cuftody  of  the  king,  on  which  fhe  had  hitherto  founded 
her  power,  was  rendered  unavailable  by  a  folemn  decree,  in 
confequence  of  which  no  edi£t  was  to  be  binding  unleis  counter"* 
figned  by  the  prince-royal. 

This  great  event  became  the  fignal  of  public  happine&« 
The  complete  enfranchifcgnent  of  the  peafantry  fpeedily  enfued, 
notwithftanding  the  murmurs  of  their  landlords,  who  affected 
to  confider  it  as  tyrannical,  to  bereave  them  of  the  right  of 
oppreffion. 

But  the  joint  efforts  of  a  patriot  prince  and  a  patriot  minider 
did  not  ftop  here.  Perceiving  the  country  to  be 'overrun  by 
beggars^  they  remedied  the  evil  by  encouraging  induftry.  Be- 
holding with  concern  the  ignorance  even  of  the  higher  ranksi 
they  protefled  fcience,  patronized  men  of  talents,  and  foon 
rendered  it  unfafhionable  to  be  illiterate.  Their  cares  extended 
beyond  Denmark.  Norway  experienced  the  beneficent  pro- 
tection of  the  new  government,  and  even  Iceland*,  whofe 

rugged  afped  and  polar  fituation  feemed  to  forbid  cultivation^ 
foon  experienced  a  confiderable  acceffion  of  inhabitants,  by 
means  c^  wife  edi£b  holding  out  encouragement  to  popu- 
lation. 

Such  was  the  wifdom  of  BernflorflF,  that  the  French  revolu- 
tion, which  has  engendered  fo  much  bloodfhed,  and  occadoned 
fo  much  mifery  to  almoft  every  other  fpot  in  Europe,  has  beea 

*  Profeflbr  Thorlckin,  when  in  England,  was  accuftomcd  tp  refer  to  Itel«|i4»  ai« 
proof  chat  the  cultivatioa  of  a  country  depended  on  the  form  of  its  goverament,  for 
that  ifland,  then  nearly  deferted^  ftill  exhibited  the  veftiges  of  the  plough  in  tYttf 
acceffibie  fpot,  and  pointed  cot  the  formet  labours  of  a  free  pe<^le,  under  milder 
ififtiWcioni. 

productive 
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prodnSive  of  ho  borron  to  Denmark.  On  the  contrary,  hcf 
wealth  and  commerce  have  lacreafcd  in  an  aftooifhing  degree, 
and  a  middle  clafs  of  men  is  now  atifing  there,  between  the  no- 
bles and  the  peafantrjr,  who  will  add  to  the  ftrength  and  fecurity 
of  the  nation ;  and,  under  the  worft  of  princes  and  of  go- 
Ternments,  procure  fome  confideration  by  their  virtues,  their  ta- 
lents, and  their  fortunes. 

It  was  in  vain  that  fome  courts  attempted  to  threaten,  and 
olhcn  to  cajole  that  of  Denmark  into  the  war  againft  France. 
The  moft  rigorous  neutrality  has  been  obferved,  and  a  grateful 
people  have  teftified  their  applaufc  at  a  line  of  condudl  fo  con 
.ducive  to  their  happinefs. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  1794  a  medal  was  engraved,  wita 
die  following  motto ; 

BERNSTORFF,  '     , 

MINISTER    OF   STATE    IN    DENMilllK. 

On  Ac  reverie  was  a  circle  round  which  Was  infcribed, 

WITHOUT    ALTERATION. 

This  teftimony  of  regard  was  prefentcd  to  th«  minifter^  by  an 
tinknown  hand,  Jatiuary  25,  I795»  accompanied  by  the  fol- 
lowing letter : 

^*  To  the  man  of  hb  king  and  couAtry,  the  itio(t  nobfe 
Bernftorff,  who  proved  to  Europe  tha^t  the  true  wifdom  of  a 
ftatefman  confiils  in  -  juftice  and  peace,  and,  when  fupported 
by  perfeverance,  is  the  greateft  bonoar  to  all  governments. — 
To  him  hisTellow  citizens  hereby  copvey  the  enclofed  proof  of 
their  gratitude* 

•*  The  "faithful  fubjefls  of  thefc  realms,  in  prefenting  the 
moft  itluftrious  of  their  citizens  with  their  thanks,  which  he 
has  fo  well  merited,  preferred  this  memorable  day,  becaufe  it 
reminds  every  friend  of  his  country  of  that  benefit  which  has 
been  cfie6led,  in  thefe  latter  yean,  for  thfc  profperity  of  the  ftate 
and  the  caufeof  humanity. 

'^  FROM  DANES   AMD  NORWEGIANS   DEVOTED  TO 
THEIR   KING  AND  COUNTRY."' 

It 
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It  Would  be  unpardon^Mc  tb  omit  here  one  of  the  moll  illuf- 
trioui  adions  of  his  life.  The  man  who  had  fpurncd  at  the  bond- 
age of  his  fellow  fubjefts,* burnt  with  a  god-like  ardour  to  put  a 
period  to  that  enormous  outrage  againft  nature,  the  flave  trade  ;— 
at  lead  Me  was  determined  that  t)ehmark  fhould  not  participate 
in  its  difgrace.  He  accordingly  formed  a  plan  for  thi$  purpofe, 
to  which  the  fi^natures  of  the  king  and  pnnce  royal  were  for-^ 
mally  fubfcribed  February  22,  17^2.  This  provides  for  a  gi^t- 
dual  aboiitipn :  and  an  the  third  year  of  the  eyfuing  century,  ||>e 
traffic,  in  negroes  is  to  ceafe..  To  the  jbkonour.  of  the  ^uxnan, 
race,  be  was  Xecouded,  upon  tlius  occafion»  bv  the  count. De. 
Schiaimelman;wh9»  although,  hq  poITeiTed  large,  eftates  in  the 
Weft  Indies,. yet  gencroufly  aflifted  as  a  minifter  in  prqparing^ 
and  enforclne:,  a  law  fo  favourable  to  the  deareft  interefts  of 

rnankind  *,  .    .,      •  •         .     .  -         ••  .  ..... 

Count  De  BcmitorfF  Was  pamonatcly  attached  to  agriculture,, 
but  the  affairs  of  fuch  a  kingdom  as  Denmark  wo,i,ild  not  permit* 
Him  to  indulge  bis /ayoufitc  ipaiT^pn  to  tho  extent  he  could  have 
wiih<^d«.  l^Ie  found  means,  however,  to  retire  at  times  from 
t^e  ^lU'ry  qf  public  bu^nefs  to  his  eft^te  within  a  few  miles  of 
Copenhs^eu^f^wh^re  he,  fufierintended  the  cultivation  of  his  land, 
and  the  mapagemeipt  of  his,  cattle. 

..No  fpOQcr.jWj^.the  board  of  agriculture  inftituted  in  this 
country  than  .fu.  J^hn  Sinclair,  witbgre»t  pcopriety,  feleded 
him  as  an  honorary  member* . 

The  following  is  a  tranfiation  of  his  anfwer  to  the  letter  of 
the  Prcfident,  communicating  this  event: 

**  Sir,  Cayjpll^  near  Copenhagen^  Aug^  2,   1 794* 

*'  Nothing  could  be  more  pleating  to  me,   than 

the  letter  whi^ch  1  had  (he  honour  to  receive  from  you,  ifiform-* 

ing  me  of  my  being  nominated  an  honorary  member  of  the 

*  A  neaily  fimiW  inftan^e  Occurred  ih  Ruffia  tn  175?«  when  the  couotDt 
Scheftmclo/F,  v^  had  upwards  of  10O9OOO  pesfimo,  or  bondfineiij  became  a  moft 
firenaous  advocate  for  the  Kberatioii  of  all  tbit  luihappy  daft  of  men  wichia  th« 
empire.  Catbariae,  who  at  firft  AlFea^d  to  pafroaife  the  meariuf,  exhibited  b«t 
fictJe  of  her  boalUd  xnagnasimity  «pbo  tbia  occafioo* 

C  c  board 


bgard  of  agricntture,.  an  inftitutipn  dcjrr  torcnlightcncdf  Eurc^xs. 

1  accept  of  the  appointincm  with  the  moft  diftingui(he4  acknow- 

l^mcnts,  and  I  re<|ucft  of  you.   Sir,  to  be  the  interpreter  of 
my  fcniimcnts  to  the  boaird  «n  th'rs  occarfion. 

**  Natural  Jiiftory  and  prsuSlical  huftxandry  have  always  been 
my  favourite  purfuit9^  The  latter  I  have  attended  ta  with  the 
greatcft  affiduity  on  my  eftates  in  different  provmces,  where  cK- 
mate  and  cuftbms  are  perfedly  diflimilar. 

'♦*  I  am  convinced  that  the  fame  end  nray  be  obtaihcd^  by  very 
diSkrtnt  means.  We  often  fee  a  fifigle  villdgc  pradlife  a  good 
stiode  of  cultivation  for  fomfc  particular  produA,  which  is  not 
folfowcd  by  their  neighbours/ tvhile  the  rcry  cultivators  them- 
fclves'are  ignorant  of  the  real  principles  dh'  wbith  their  fiic- 
ctfs  depends.  "  >   ?      ..i 

*  "  It  IS  of  the*  utmoft  irnpdVfertcc  tha't  tficVc'fllould  be  a  n». 
lioAal  board  in  the  nature  of  a  depofitary  of  tnftrtK^ibn,  and  I 
ttuft  that  its  c6itinlunications  will  be  found  firigularry  bene- 
ficial In  England.    • 

-  ^*  It  gave  mb '.great  pl^fure  to  .fee  yonir  reports  ;lccoti>pahicd 
by  engravings  of  agriailtural  iinpteliicr^ts ;  nothing  coti  be  more 
kitercfting  or  of  mortg«neral  utility.  'The great  fopcriority  of 
EngliHi  farming  confvfts  in*the  knowledge  and-fehcice  of  wttlct 
wc  are  much  behind-hand  in  our  country  in  that  ttll^ft.  Son^e 
nials,  and  even  expcrimcms,  on  a  lai^e  fcale  liarcbeen  at- 
tempted, but  tbefe^  are  Mierely  exceptions  frditi  the  general 
rvilc,  and  the  bulk  of .  the  people  ftlU  rehsatn  in  total 
ignorance-.  :   .     • 

^'  Tlic  prcflure  of  publk  bufindis  but  too  {eldom  pcrmfts 
me  to  follow  my  favourite  purfuits,  unlefe  at  hours  fnatched 

.from'repofe;  bit!  I  Aallnow  refiimr  them  with  eagernels,  and 
hcver  'lofe  light  of  any  obje£t  wherein  you  may  pleafe  to  cm- 
ploy  nic.  '  '  *    '        . 

''  I  am,  with  the  mod  diHinguifhed  fentiments. 

Sir,  &c« 

BERNSTORrr. 


*      •! 
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While  Bemftorff  was  bufily  etnplojed  in  the  contemplation 

and 
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and  execution  of  new  Tchemes  for  the  honour  and  aggrandife* 
tndnt  of  his  native  countrv,  he  was  feizedf  with  a  long  and  pain-* 
fill  illnefs^  which  at  length  proved  fatal.  But»  even  on  his 
death-bed,  he  was  not  unmindful  of  the  happine(s  of  hit  fellow 
<fiti7.ens,  for  the  laft  moments  of  his  life  were  employed  in 
pointing  out  to  the  prince  royal,  who  vifited  him  dally  with 
more  than  filial  afle&ion,  whatever  might  be  conducive  to  the 
benefit  and  profperity  of  die  kingdom.  It  was  thus  that,  on 
the  2ift  of  June  17979  and  in  the  Sid  year  of  his  age,  the  moft 
able  and  illuflrious  man  that  Denmark  had  witnelTed,  Ance  the 
annihilation  of  her  liberties,  was  fnatched  away  from  the 
admiration  and  gratitude  of  his  fellow  citizens^  who  never 
experienced  a  (ingle  pang  on  his  account,  but  what  arofe  from 
his  death. 

Likd  a  great  man  of  one  of  the  ancient  commonwealths,  he 
might  have  boafled  **  that  no  family  had  ever  gone  into  mourn- 
ingon  his  account  ;**  and  fuch  was  the  mildnefs  of  the  govern- 
ment while  he  prefided,  that  the  Danes  a^ually  Believed  them* 
felves  once  more  free.  ' 

During  his  adminifiration  fpics  were  unknown,  and,  inftead  of 
increafing  the  national  burdens^  by  either  unneceilary,  or  unjuil 
wars,  he  paid  off  a  large  portion  of  the  national  debt,  and  in  a 
ff  w  years  more  would  have  annihilated  it.  At,  this  moment 
the  taxes  in  Denmark  are  lefs  than  in  any  maritime  country  of 
Europe,  and  reftraints  on  perfonal  freedom  feem  not  now  to  be 
known  to  a  Dane  until  he  has  left  his  native  country. 

The  perfon  of  Bernllorff  was  correfpondent  to  his  mind,  for  it* 
was  noble  and  prepofTefling ;  his  language  was  elegant,  his  man- 
ners polite ;  he  promifed  but  feldom,  and  was  never  known  to 
forfeit  his  word.*  Such  was  his  knowledge  of  the  country  whofe 
affairs  he  regulated,  that  there  was  not  a  Tingle  man  in  it,  emi- 
nent for  talents  or  wealth,  whofe  fortune  or  merit  he  was  not 
acquainted  with ;  and  with  mod  of  thefe  he  kept  up  a  perfonal 
intercourfe.  • 

Altona,  which,  from  a  petty  village,  has  been  raifcd  into  all  the 
opulence  and  confcquence  of  a  great  city  during  his  adminiftra- 
tion,  is  about  to  ere£t  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  her  bene- 
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fticlof ;  thus  determining,  at  the  fame  time,  to  embellifli  the 
banks  of  the  Elbe,  which  he  has  enriched,  ami  10  pTcferve 
the  memory  of  a  citizen  who  has  proteftcd  her.  A  glorious 
teftimony  of  the  gratitude  of  the  liberated  peafantry  already  exifts 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Copenliagen  ;  for  tiKy  have  elevated  a 
column  to  his  lionour,  and  infcribed  it  with  the  name  and  vir- 
tues of  their  benefactor. 

Here  follows  a  character  of  the  late  prime  minifter  of  Den- 
mark, drawn  up  by  a  man  capable  of  eftimatlng  his  virtues  and 
talents : 

^^  Bernilor^,  with  an  advantageous  ftature«  united  a  noble 
figure  and  a  pleafmg  countenance.  He  had  diAtnguiibed  him- 
felf  from  his  early  youth  by  his  politenefs^  bis  modefty,  his  dlf* 
criminating  turn  of  mind,  and  his  perfuafive  elequence. 

**  In  proportion  as  he  advanced  in  years,  tljpfig  excellent  quali- 
ties grew  into  a  fettled  habit,  and  acquired  him  the  general 
cftccm  of  .his  countrymen.  Although  living  at  a  court,  and 
addidVmg  himfelf  entirely  to  the  ftudy  of  politics,  he  was  yet 
fimple  in  his  manners,  and  ingenuous  in  his  cenverfation.  As  a 
llatefman  he  difplayed  great  abilities ;  as  a  minifter  he  faithfully 
kept  his  woid.  Diligent  and  even  indefatigable  in  bufinefs,  he 
pofleffed  a  readycoinprehenfion,  and  a  happy  manner  of  expieff- 
ing  his  ideas.  Eafy  of  accefs,  communicative,  and  affable,  he 
gave  audience  to  whoever  demanded  it ;  and  there  wa^  fcarcciy  a 
private  individual  in  all  Dctimark,  Whom  he  did  nbt  know,  and 
to  whom  he  was  not  known. 

**  Never  was  there  a  man  in  any  country  more  generally  be- 
loved and  efteeined.  It  is  well  known  that  the  enfranchifcmeni 
of  the  Danifli  peafantry,  as  well  as  the  abolition  of  the  negro 
trade,  originated  with  him:  a  cgFumn  Is  ere^ed  ntar  Copcn* 
hagen  to  teftify  to  pofterity  the  gratitude  of  the  former. 

**  An  enemy  to  flattery,  indifferent  to  pleafure,  he  evinced  an 
uncommon  prcfcnce  of  mind,  and  never  fulFered  himfelf  to  be 
diverted  from  his  purpofq.  He  was  neither  inflated  by  profperity, 
nor  dejeftetl  by  misfortune.  Were  his  labours  crowned  with 
fuccefs,  he  knew  that  he  would  foon  have  frcfli  ob/lacles  xo  en- 
counter ;  when  he  failed,  he  relied  on  the  refources  prefented 
him  by  fortune,  and  his  own  talents.    His  only  defe£t,  perhaps, 

cooilfled 
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confided  in -too  warm  an  attachment  to  hi«;ow»  opiniom^  which 
he  always  dcrendetl  with  pertinacity.  But  even  this  contributed 
to  prove  that  he  ^as  above  deceit. 

*^  Defcended  from  a  family  originally  appertaininfr  to  the  clcc* 
torate  of  Hanover,  Bernftorfi*  had  a  ftrong  prediledion  for  the 
Britilh  nation ;  he  was  alfo  well  acquainted  with  what  was  due 
te  the  court  of  Ruflia.  Notwithdanding  this,  he  ivas  to  the  full 
as  equitable  towards  other  powers,  and  always  purfued  with  in- 
flexible zeal  the  profperity  of  Denmark,  to  obtain  which  he 
devoted  the  whole  of  his  life. 

**  No  fooner  was  he  feated  in  the  cabinet,  than,  faithful  to  the 
maxims  of  his^uncle,  he  bent  all  his  efibrts  to  procure  the  ceffion 
of  that  part  of  Holftein  to  which  Ruffia  had  formed  pretenllons*,. 
He  was  not  ignorant  how  much  the  c6rruption  of  Carharine's 
tninifters  was  interefted  in  holding  Denmark  in  a  ftate  of  depeh-* 
dencc  on  them  ;  but  it  was  in  the  very  excels  of  that  corruption 
that  he  defcricd  the  means  of  emancipation.  He  knew  likewife, 
that  it  wa?  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  that  the  pride  of  the  em- 
prefs  could  be  brought  to  abandon  the  fmalleft  portion  of  her 
dominions ;  yet  he  undertook  to  employ  this  very  prid^  to  obtain 
her  confent  to  that  furrenden 

*•  PhilofophoflF  was  firft  won  over.  Several  perfons  in  the 
higher  departments  of  government,  favourites,  fecretaries,  and 
agents,  made  the  moft  mercenary  bargains,  fome  for  their  con* 
fent,  and  others  for  their  filence.  The  rapacious  Saldern,  feduced 
by  large  prefents,.at  length  changed  liis  language,  and  took  the 
whole  weight  of  the  negociation  upon  himCslf. 

**  He  rcprcfented  to  the  emprefs,  that  it  was  beneath  her  dig- 
nity to  prcferve  a  petty  principality,  which  rendered  her  de^en* 
dent  on  the  German  empire.  That  haughty  and  imperious 
princefs,  hurt  at  the  very  idea  of  this  fubjeAion»  thought,  fuch 
language,  although  exprefsly  dictated  by  covctoufnefs  and  fclf* 
intereft,  proceeded  entirely  from  a  tender  concern  for  her  glory : 
and  it  was  this  that  induced  her  to  furrender  all  her  claims 
upon  Holftein  for  the  counties  of  Oldenburg  and  Delmenhorft, 
which  ihe  relinquiflied  at  the  fame  time  to  the  prince  bi/hop  of 

X^ubec. 
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<*  This  event  dccafionad  infinite  joy  at  Copenhagen  ;  it  wasftt 
different  at  St,  Peteiiburgh,  fpr  Catharine  quickly  difcovered 
that  i)ie  had  been  the  dupe  of  BcrnftorlF's  policy.  Saldern, 
whofe  motives  were  apparent,  fell  into  difgrace ;  but  the  emprefs 
oopfoled  herfelf  for  the  loTs  of  Schlefvig,  by  the  profpe£i:  of  obr> 
taining  in  Denmark  an  ally  al«yays  fubmiiEve  to  her  will,  ^ni 
ever  ready,  at  her  b|d4ingf  to  enter  into  a  confeil  with  S\v^ 
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LATEMASTpiR  OF  ^MAJ?UEJ-  CO|,LEOP,  CAMBRIDGB. 

To  unfold  the  attainments,  and  to  appreciate  the  charaflers  of 
literary  inen,  is  often  a  difficult,  and,  fometimes,  an  invidious 
undertaking,  ^len  of  letters  live  in  a  world  of  their  own :  if  they 

t  ^  * 

produce  not  their  refearchcs  before  the  public  eye,  how  are  their 
purfuits  to  be  eft i mated  f  The  partiality  of  friends  may  over-rate 
them,  or  the  malignity  of  enemies  may  degrade  them  :  the  bio- 
grapher  himfelf,  too,  may  have  nis  favourite  bias ;  and  through 
eagernefs  to  enctrcle  his  hero  within  his  own  party,  whether  po- 
litical or  .tjieological,  m^y  do  injuftice  to  his  character.  The 
refpecl  due  to  individuals  and  to  the  public  rnay  thus  be  facri- 
ficed  to  perfonal .vanity,  and  the  maiefty  of  truth  yield  to  private 
intereft. 

The  utility,  not  the  quantity,  6f  exertions  determines  the 
worth  of  the  man  of  letters ;  the  teft  of  literary  merit  being  the 
(ame  as  that  of  moral  qualities,  Of  this  utility,  however,  die 
public  are  not  glways  compistent  judges.  In  many  cafes,  timci 
experience,  and  the  refignation  of  apcient  prejudices^  muft  render 
the  difcoveries  of  fpeculative  men  familiar.  ,  But  in  ordinary 

*  La  Vie  de  Cttharine  II.  f.  2. 
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«aies  the  public  will  be  foand  tlie  beft  jcidgeB»  and  an  appeal  t(^ 

their  opinion  the  rule  of  prudence. 

Dr.  Farmer  has  been  long  known  as  an  ingenious  and  well-in^^ 

formed  critic  on  eld  English  literature.  His  claim  to  the  public 
notice,  as  an  author,  arifes  from  his  Eflay  on  the  Learning  of 
Shakefpcare,  and  fome  notes  onhis  plays.  The  Eflay  lias  obtained 
the  approbation  of*  our  beft  critics,  and  the  popular  voice*has  rattfi* 
cd  their  judgment.  By  that  pamphlet  the^  long  agitated  contro- 
verfy  concerning  the  literary  attainments  of  our  great  dramatift 
was  finally  fettled ;  fo  ttiat  what  an  eminent  critic  faid  on  per^ 
ufing  it  may  be  repeated,  *^  Tbe'queftion  is  now  decided  for 


ever/*^* 


Dr.  Richard  Farmer  was  born  at  Leicefler  in  the  year  1735; 
hts  father^  who  is  ftill  living,  is  a  hofier  in  that  town.  His  early 
education  he  received  at  Leicefter,  under  the  reverend  Mr.  An^ 
drews,  and  left  it  with  the  chamber  •f  beii^g  eftimable  for  teropef 
and  talents. 

He- entered,  when  of  proper  age,  a  pcnGoner  at  Emanuel  coU 
lege,  Cambridge,  when  Hv.  Richardfon  was  mafter ;  the  tutors 
were  Mr.  Bickham  and  Mr.  Hubbard,  Dr.  Richardfon  was  a 
good-humoured  man,  warmly  attached  to  Tory  principles,  and 
no  Icfs  driSt  in  the  minutise  of  coIlc|;e  di(cipline.  It  was  matter 
df '  trininph  to  hini  to  have  been  prefent,  when  a  boy,  at  the  trial 
of  Sacheverell,  and  fo  rigid  a  difciplinarian  was  he,  as  to  punifli 
the  wearing  of  a  neckcloth  (which  at  that  time  was  deemed  un* 
academical)  inftead  of  a  (lock,  with  the  fan^e  ftri<^n*efs  as  a 
deviation  from  moral  reAitude.  Qn  this  view  of  Richardfon's 
charadler  a  wag  wrote  a  copy  of  verfes,  cloOng  with  thefc  lines^ 

A  crime  like  this  all  human  nature  (hocks,— 
He  wore  large  neckcl^bs  in  thercom  of  ftocks. 

The  l4me  ftrifinefs  was  prcferved  by  Richardfon  when  Dr. 
Jebb  introduced  a  grace  into  the  fenate-houfe  for  public  exami<- 
nation.  Dr.  Jebb  was  a  ^alous  Whig,  and  his  grace,  in  the 
judgment  of  Richardfon,  carried  the  appearance  of  dangerous  in* 
novatfon.  Dr.  Richardfon  at  the  time  was -old  and  feeble;  but 
be  chofe  to  be  carried  to  the  fbnate-'hettre ;  and  when  his  ih411 
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yoicc,  on  giving  his  vote,  could  fcarcely  be'  btfard,  be  cried  ont  to 
one  of  I.e  maftcrs,  inqniriag  whofcvoicc.it  was,  "  It  was  f, 
maftcr,  it  was  I ;  I  came  to  fave  the  univerfity."  Dr.  Richardfon 
was  autfaortyf  a  folio  vdlume  written  in  latin,  on  the  prelates  of 
England*. 

Dr.  Farmer's  claffical  tutor  was  no  v/aysdiftinguifhed  for  abi- 
lities. He,  however,  had  the  intcrcft.pf  the  upper  part  of  the 
fociety,  and  obtained  tfae.tutorfbip  in  preference  to  a  man  of  rc« 
^e£iable  talents,  the»preient  bifliopHard,  author  pf  a  political 
work  of  confiderable  merit)  which  proves  him,  at  the  earlier  patt 
of  life,  to  have  been  a  Whig,  and  apparently  one  zealous  and 
well-informed t*  It  may,  therefore,  be  inferred,  that  Bickliam 
wa«  a  Torv.  •  ?  '         '       "  .       ' 

The  mathemadcal  tutor  Was  Mr.  Hubliard,  a  Tory  alfo  in 
principle,  yet  in  a  courfe  of  years  bis  mind  aflum^d  a •  more 
liberal  caft.  He  was  allowcil  co  be  a  judicious  tutor,  though) 
in  matters  of  difcipline  and  economy,  regular  to  a  degree  of 
fiiperftition ;  lie  Vvas  alfo  (his  voice  and  appearance  being  &your* 
able  to  that  charafter)  a  popular  pi'eaclitn. 

The  government  of  Emanuel  coKegehad  thus  paffed  into  tl^ 
hands  of  pcrfons  very  different  in  political  principles  from  thofe 
who  formerlv  prefided  in  it.  For  Emanuel  college  had  oncq 
been  (fo  fludbting  are  human  inftitutions)  a  kind  of  nurfery  fo^ 
Puritans ;  hence  in  the  old  fpng  called  the  ]\Iad  Puritan, 

In  thehoufe  of  pure  Emanuel 

1  had  my  education,  '** 
Where  my  friends  furmlzc 

I  dazzled  my  eyes 
With  the  light  of  revelation.t. 

The  above  hints  are  not  dropt  jfithout  defign.  The  autlior 
of  thefe  memoirs  never  refpe<$ied  the  political  principles  of  Farmer, 
nor  his  public  conduct  in  the  univerfity;  yet  (for  the  mind  and 
charafter  are  formed  by  the  circumftances  under  which  we  arc 
placed)   that  he  Ihoiild  adopt  fuch  principles  at  an  early  period 

I 

•  De  PrsruUbua  AngKc.  f  Dialofutik  on  the  Enj^ft  CopAHution. 
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Jivas  natural.;  fortdiutety  for  hkn  ihtk  principles  proved  fyfQw^ 

able  to  .his  future  advancement  in  the  church. 

Dr.  Fanner,  while  an  onder-graduatc,  was  neither  diftingaiflied 
/or  any  grofs  vtces»iior  for  any  extraonlinary  qualities.  .  He  was, 

however,  known  to  be  a  man  of  reading,  difiinguiihed  rather  for 

Iprightly  parts,  than  profound  fpe^ulations,  and  mu.^h  elkemedin 
-the  circle  of  his  friends. 

His  bachelor  of  arts  degree* he  took  in  the  year  1757,  and 

ranked  as  what  is  called  a  fenior  optime;  he  was  of  the'  fame 

year  with  Dr.  Waring  and  Dr.  Jebb,  the  two  firft  .men  of  the 

year. 
TIi^  degree,  though  an  inconGderable  one,  and  particularly  lb 

in  1757*  procured  him  notice  in  college,  and  he  contefted  the 
iilver  cup  given  at  Emanuel  college  to  the  bed  graduate  of  the 
year,  with  Mr,  Sawbridge,  brother  to  the  alderman  of  that  name« 
but  was  unfuccefsful. 

In  ]  760  he  took  his  mafter  of  arts  degree,  and  fucceeded,  as 
clailical  tutor,  to  Mr.  Bickham,  who  went  off  to  the  valuable  liv« 
ing  of  Loughborough  in  X^eice(ler(hire,  in  the  gift  of  Emanuel 
college.  The  firll  books  that  he  led^ured  in  were  Euclid^s  Ele- 
mcnts^  Ariftophanes,  TuUy*s  Offices,  the  Amphidlyoitof  Plautus, 
'and  Hurd*s  Horace.  In  later  periods  he  le(Slured  in  Quin-> 
tilian,  Grotius  4e  Veritate  Rcligionis  Chriftianae,  and  the  Gredc 
Tedament. 

In  difcharge  of  the  part  of  his  office,  more  immediately  claf* 
fical,  Dr.  Farmer  was  entitled  to  confiderable  refpecl.  He 
was  a  good  fcbplar.  But  theology  and  mathematics  were 
not  his  favourite  ftudies.  He  did  not  give  Ie£lures  in  Euclid 
many  years,  burin  Grotius  and  the  Greek  Tedament  he  con* 
tinued  to  le£lure  till  he  refigned  the^  tuition.  By  his  pupils,  as 
formerly  by  his  feUow  ftudents,  he  was  generally  elVeemed,  though 
bis  want  of  panfluality  efl^fed  him  to  frequent  cenfure  from 
their  parents. 

For  many  yean,  while  tutor,  he  ferved  the  curacy  of  Swave- 
fey,  a  village  about  eight  niiles  from  Cambridge  on  the  Hunting- 
donlbirc  road,  that  bad  bce«i  formerly  ferved  by  the  celebrated 
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£)r.  JdrtTrii;  Ifi  tfiis  fituation  he  gained  the  refpe^l  of  hit  edhgrv^ 
gation  rather  by  bis  affabtlity  and  focial  manners,  than  by  the 
iblbmnity  of  his  carriage,  or  the  rigour  of  his  doftrines. 

Swatefey  was  at  this  time  frequented  by  methodifts ;  occa- 
fionally  by  the  rcvcrfend  Mr.  Venn,  then  rcdor  of  Yelling,  in 
Huntingdonfhire,  formerly, fellow  of  Jefus  college,  ani  by  the 
reverend  Mr.  Rerridge,  then  vicar  of  Eveiteh,  Bedford/hire,  for- 
mcriy  fellow  of  Clare-hall.  Between  thcfe  gentlemen  and  Far- 
mer there  txided  no  great  cordiality;  fbr  Fanner  was  no  firiend 
to  ihetrdoftrtnes,  which  appeared  to  him  irrational* and  gloomy : 
he  clafled  them  with  Prefbyterians,  and  both  Prelbyterians  and 
Methodifh  he  conftdered  as  Puritans  and  Roundheads.  Farmer  was 
a  greater  adept  in  cracking  ^  joke,  than  in  unhinging  a  Calvin* 
ift^s -creed,  or  in  quieting  a  gloomy  confctcncc.  He,  however, 
foSeK^A  ti  fpirit  of  benevolence,  and  knew  how  to  perform  a 
generous  a<3ion  to  a  diftrefled  family:  there  are  men  who  can 
read  over  a  perfon's  grave,  **"  He  was  a  kind  man,"  with  greater 
iatisfadlion,  than  **  He  was  a  great  preacher." 

While  curate  of  Swavefcy,  Farmer  formed  an  inthnacy  with 
Sir  Tliom^^s  Hatton,  a  good-humoured  country  gentleman,  of 
Madingiy  in  Cambridge  Hi  ire.  In  the  year  1767  he  took  the 
degree  of  bachelor  of  divinity,  .  .   , 

About  ihis  time  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  preachers  of 
Whitehall;  an  engagement,  tliat  required  him  to  be  in  Londoh 
a  certain  number  of  months  in  the  year,  a  fituation  favourable  t(f 
one  now  becoming  a  colleftor  of  books.  His  place  of  refidence 
was  ufually  the  houfe  of  Dr.  Anthony  Alk^,  a  phyfician  of 
Queen- fquarc,  Bloomibury,  formerly  of  Emanuel  college,  Cam- 
bridge. This  gentleman  was  a  refpeftable  fcholar,  more  partl- 
cularlyTliftinguifhed  by  His  acqu;&intan£e  with  Greek  literature, 
and  poflefled  of  a  liberal  and  commiy  icative  fpirit.  In  early  Ii<t  ^ 
he  travelled  into  Greece;  and  his  magnificent  library  of  printed 
i)ooks,.  enriched  by  ^  moft  valuable  colleAion  of  manufcripts, 
procured  him  celebrity  in  foreign  countries,  no  leis  than  in 
England.      -^ 

Farmer  being  hirafclf  a  good  Greel^^  and  Latin  (cholar,  anil 
i  highly 


highly  refpeftcd  by  Dr.  Afkew,  was  received  with'bofi^itality  in 
Queen Vfquarc,  and  had  frequent  interviews  with  many  eminent 
literary  characters  of  the  time. 

It  h  more  in  the  light  of  a  "  man  of  books/'  and  a  man  of 
letters,  than  as  a  divine,  that  the  reader  is  to  con&der  Farmer. ' 
His  connexion  with  Alkevv,  perhaps  (independently  of  the  pro* 
penfity  natural  to  a  man  of  letters),  might  encourage  his  views* 
as  a  collector  of  books.    He  began,  indeed,  under  circnmilances 
different  from  Afkew,  and  after  engaging  in  Kterary  pnrfuits 
entirely  diflimilar  to  his.    Alkew  was  a  man  of  ample  fortune, 
bis  books  were  clothed  in  fumptuous  bindings,  and  confined  for  the 
mod  part  to  ancient  literature ;  Farmer,  though  his  expences  at 
that  time  were  few,  was  as  yet  poffefled  of  but  a  limited  income, 
and  now  more  particularly  occupied  his  time  in  reading  our  old 
Englifb  authors.  In  a  courfe  of  ycar^^  indeed,  lie  collected  many 
valuable  books,  and  as  his  income  increafed,  he  could  occafionaliy- 
gratify  a  more  expenfive  tafle ;  but,  generally  fpeaking,  he  was  as 
often  feen  at  the  end  of  an  old  book  ftall,  as  in  the  fplendid  (hops* 
of  more  relpeftable  bookfellers,  and  the  Jixpence  apiece  books 
were  to  him  fometimes  of  more  value  than  a  Ba(kerville  claffic, 
pr  a  volume  printed  at  Stl^wb^rV'^Hill.  In  this  way  he  gradually 
got  together  an  immeyfc  number  of  books,  good,   bad,  and  in-; 
4iip:rent^  which,  at  lengd}^,  fold4br  more  than  2000L 

Here,  in  natural  order,   might  be  (Iiewn  the  ufe  to  which* 
'Farmer  diredled  his  exterifive  acquaintance  with   black-letter 
^earning,  and  his  valuable  library.     But,  leaving  for  the  prefent 
any  particular  obiervations  on  this  fubje£t,  fuffice  it  to  notice, 
that  in  the  yef0ij66  he  publi(hed  the  firft  edition  of  his  valu- 
able cSLy  Gn  the  learning  of  Shakefpearc,  addrefled  to  Jofcph 
Cradoc*  efq.  of  Gumley-Hall  in  Leicefterfhire ;  afecond  edi-- 
^ion  was  called  for  in  the^llowing  year,  with  only  a  few  cor- 
re£lions  pf  ftylc,  but  contaming  no  additional  information;  a 
third  was.  printed  in  1789,  without  any  additions  except  a  note 
at  the.  end,  accounting  for  his  finally  abandoning  his  intended^ 
publication  of  the  Anti(|uities  of  Lticefter.    The  £ffiiy  i$  alfo.  ' 
given  at  large  in  Mr.  Stevens's,   and  Mr«  Reed'si  edition  of* 

fjaakefjpesjtre,  printed  in  1793. 

A  word 
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A  word  or.  two  ought  here  to  be  droppcti  concerning  the  Hif- 
terry  of  the  Towa  and  Antiquities  of  Leiccftcr,  alluded  to 
above,  which  had  been  announced  by  Farmer  ia  1765,  to  be 
publiilhed  by  fubfcnptitfn :  accordingly  fubfcriptions  were  receive 
ed  towards  defraying  the  expences  of  publication.  But  the  work 
was  undertaken  rather  from  local  partiality,  than  a  well  princi- 
pled love  for  the  employment.  "  The  primrofe  path  of  writ- 
ing notes  on  Shakefpeare,**  as  he  exprcffed  himfclf  in  his  letter 
to  Mr.  Cradoc,  **  was  more  pleafmg  to  him,  tha«  the  Foflc 
or  the  Watling-ftrect  :**— and  this  perhaps  was  one  principal  rea- 
fqn  for  his  relinquifhing  the  undertaking. 

We  feldom  want  reafons  for  declining  a  courfe,  when  not 
poflciTed  of  refolution  to  perfevere.  Farmer,  1^>eaking  of  this 
publication,  obfervcs,  "  The  work  was  juft  begun  at  the  prefs, 
when  the  writer  was  called  to  the  principal  tuition  of  a  large  col^ 
lege,  and  was  obliged  to  decline  the  undertaking." 
.  With  this  plea  many  of  his  fubfcribers  were  by  no  means  fa- 
tisfied.  It  was,  however,  a  plea  of  which  Farmer  might  be 
bappy  to  avail  himfelf:  for,  though  he  had  aflually  printed  three 
p3ges  of  the  hiftory,  yet  the  materials  coUcfled  were  not  con- 
durable.  The  plates,  and  fome  few  materials,  were  accordingly 
put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  Nichols,  with  liberty  to  make 
fuch  ufe  of  them  as  he  thought  proper,  m  his  valuable  Hiftory  of 
X^icefter(hire.  ^ 

Dr^  Farmer's  final  refolution  to  abandon  His  refearches  into 
the  H'ftory  of  Leicefler  was*  announced  in  xhq  public  papers, 
and  the  fubfcription- money  returned.  Since  his  death  Mf. 
Nichols,  iQ' confequence  of  a  note  in  the  Monthly  Magazine, 
announced  his  readinefs  to  return  the  fubfcription-money  to  fuch 
as  had  not  made  previous  application. 

The  primrofe  path  was,  probably,  In  the  opinion  of  Farmer, 
no  iefs  profitable  and  honourable,  ^ffian  agreeable,  as  leading 
him  forward  to  public  notice.  He  had  adopted  a  fentiment,  no 
Jefs  pleafing  to  the  learned,  wher>  clearly  ftated,  than  gene- 
*  rally  popular,  a$  flattering  the  national  attachn^ent  to  Shako- 
fpeare. 
'Dr.  Farmer  was  certainly  the  fi^voaritei  if  not  the  impor^ 

tuiiate 
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tunate  fuitpr,  of  Fortune.-.  She  took'him  as  it  were  by  the 
hand,  and  introduced  him  into  her  ci relet  \yithout  any  vio-- 
lent  exertions,  or  the  difplay  of  any  extraordinary  amtution,  on 
his  iide;  unlets^  indeed,  (for  the  regards  of  Fortune  are  not 
always  a  blind  attachment)  his  political  conduct,  be  conftrued 
into^.a^ivc  and  premeditated  complaifance,  or  the  nianosuvrr 
ings  of.  a.  ci^urchm«ii\  ftriving  to  <^tain  confequence  and  pre- 
ferment. "    . 

The  fa£k  is;  (a^d  (ruth  rnoft  not  be  (acrifipedon  the  altar  of 
friendfhip),  the  church  being  in  clofe  union  with  the  fiate,  and 
renderingher  important  ferviccs,  •edtpedbs. to  l>«  paid  back  with 
ibm^hing  mpre j^jM  compliments; S  The  civil  and  ecclciiaftical 
polities  have^betfi  reprefented  under  tlie  form  .of  a  firoi^  arch  of 
govemmenf,  ri%ig;from  different/oondations,  and  meeting  itia 
centce.     Hence  thb  alliance  of  tliefe  two  gre^t  powers. 

Btic  weare  juftified  in  going  ftill  further.  Itisfay  no  mcan^ 
true  that  "  the  eftatcs  of  the  clergy  are  private  propertyf'* 
At  \ht  dawn  df  thi  reformalioit^'  wfaea  the  clergy,  in  all 
cbrifli^n  commonwealths  .pOfleflTed.  a  third;,  or  at  lead;  a 
fourth  part  of  all  th<  rents  and  revenues,  their  power  and 
wealth  'became  the  fubje<5t  of  public  difcuflton^  It  Was  main^ 
tained,and  fupporficd  by  the  moft  eminent  fatl^ers  of  the  church, 
that,  the  pofleflions  of  *  the  .pridls  were  pure  alms^  (hence 
they  are  faid  to  be  held  in  frank  almoigne) :  and  the  clergy  are  in 
fatSl^.  **  ccclefiallical  pcnfioners  of  the  flate.'*  Tlie  dire6t  Way, 
therefore^  to  enjoy  her  emoluments,  is,  to  keep  in  the  fuppliant 
pofture;  and  the  fureft  means  of  improving  them,  to  ihew  a 
<KitifuMpiht.  .      . 

What  is  true  of  the  conftitution  of  l^ngland,  may  with 
greater  propriety  be  aflerted  of  its  adminidration.  Churchmen 
who  attend  not  the  wants  and  wifhe&  of  a  reigning  addniniftra'* 
ttoa,'. ihould  fecure  an  inteieft  ia  fome.ot}icr  quarter,  and  not 


'i  > 


*  W«rb«rtoa*s  Alliance,  B.  r. 
f  Burke  on  the  French  Revoluuon* 
]  Sre  the  Second  Di^ertationin  the  univeriityof  Pi«|««,  OS  the  >7tb  Article  of 
7ohA  Wicklifie^  ia  Fgx*i  ACtk  and  Monumeotf* 
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fcok  for  a  paltrbrl  in  an  Engltlh  court.  What  Ihc  h^  id  bettcfpr 
(and  it  is  confiderable)  (he  confers  on  her  friencb;  and  ifae  is 
quickfighted  in  dtfcovering  them. 

The  firft  piece  of  preferment  obtained  by  Farmer  waft  tnoil 
probably  given  "hi  m  as  a  token  of  efteem,  no  lefs  than  as  a  tefit- 
niony  to  his  literary  merits  This  was  the  chaneeHorifaip  of 
Lidifieid  and  Coventry^  bcAowed  on  him  by  his  friend  bi(hop 
Hurd,  who  has  himfelf  been  a  fuccefsful  candidate  for  prefer^ 
tnent,  A  preftendal  AaH  wasf  alfo  conferred  on  Farmer  by 
the  fame  gentleman  when  afterwards  ad?anced  to  that  fee. 

On  the  death  «f  Dr.  Ri<;hardfon»  in  the  year  1 775,  he  wa» 
chofen  mofter  of  BmanuelxoH^e  by  the  l^i|^k^  of  that  foci- 
ety«  Mr.  Hubbart^  the  fehtor  fellow,  declini%  \t  on  account 
of  age  and  infirmities.  He  now  took  bis  dodor  ef  divinkyV 
degree,  and  was  fhortly  after  fucceeded  in  the  totorihip  by  a 
man  of  great  tafte  and  learning,  Mr.,  now  Hr.  Bennett  biftiop 
of  Cloyfie.. 

I  He  next  obtained,.  :bn  the  death  of  Df.  Bartnrdiftoa,  the 
office  of  principal  librarian^:  thefe  two  appointments  he  was 
fairly  entitled  to  from  his  literary  chatadkri  In  the  fame  year 
he  ferved,  ui  hi««turn,  the  office  of  vice  chancellor  of  the  vmi« 
veriityy  and  (wzt  prefentcd  by  the  minifter  of  the  j  day,  lord 
North,  tn^ith.  a  valuable  piece  of  prefenpent,  a  prebend  of 
Canterbury. 

Dr«  Farmer  had  not  yet  arrived  at  the  zenith  of  bis  profperity, 
and,  indeed,  declined  being  raifed  to  that  point,  to  which  the 
Iprefent  minider  was  inclined  to  advance  him.  The  ofor  of  a 
bi(hoprick  was  twice  made  him  by  Mr.  Pitt :  the  proastfe,  at 
lead,  of  his  influence,  made  pb*fonalIy,  as  well  as  by  letter, 
may  be,  as  it  always  is,  coniidered  as  the  fare  foreranner  to 
advancement. 

3ut  the  truth  is,  the  folemnity  and  formality  of  the  epifcopal 
charafter  would  have  fat  but  awkwardly  on  Farmer.  He  chofe 
to  move  without  reftraint,  and  to  enjoy  himfelf  without  refpon- 
fibility :  to  ufe  his  own  language  to  a  friend,  **  one  that  enjoyed 
the  theatre,  and  the  Queen -s  Head,  in  the  evening/ would  have 

made  but  an  indifferent  bifh^p.'' 

*  A  piece 


^  A  ptcf e  of  preferment,  however,  was  foon  conferred  on  htm 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  no  lefs  agreeable  to  his  tafte,  in  point  of  lltuationg 
than  valuable  in  point  of  income,  a  rcfidentiarvfliip  of  St^ 
PauFs.  This  was  given  him  in  exchange  for  the  prcbcnJ  of 
Canterbury.  It  was  agreeable  to  his  tafte,.  as  requiring  three 
months  reliJence  in  the  capital,  and  only  three,  in  the  year;  ena- 
bling him  to  enjoy  in  fucceflion  his  literary  clubs  in  Londpi^ 
and  his  literary  retreat  at  Cambridge.  Sli.  was  valuable,  for  Its 
clear  income  is  twelve  pf  fourteen  hundred  a  year,  befidef 
perquifite$,  which,  thojogh  not  eafily  afciertaioed,  are  coo* 
ficjerablc.  ..       .  .  , 

The  /ngeniou^, .  |||pd-bj4mQ^red  4o£tor  now  cxpFcflled  hiaHH 
ielf  in  terms  oteerfed^  fatisfa£lion*  He  looked  for  nothing 
higher.  He  enjoyed  a  plentiful  income  himfelf,  and,  poflcffing 
with  it  fl  OM&terabto  fliateof  pktrofidge,  hud  the  lileans  (an 
important  coniidertitfen'  to  ar-!kind-'heafted  man)  of  rendering 
cfientxal  fervices  to  his  friends^  -  .    - 

,  Jndepi^ndeQtly,  thercfocp,  of  the  political  principles  origioallj: 
imbijbcd  b;  Pr.  Farmer,  ;jt,  wasru^ural  eno^igh  for  him  ro  ex^ 
prefjy,  2|tid,  in  his  cop4o^i>S^i^9^g^i^^^^i  ^P  ^schibit^  i  waro^  aCr 
tacboi^qt  to  Mr.  Pjtt^i  ?x\^^Q\  fi^I^t  with  great  qordiality  the. 
meafarcs  of  his  adiifinHlration.  .... 

•  .      .        ,    «  \     .  -      ' 

.    .   Hie  Ulum  vidi  javenem,  melcbcee,  quotannit 

.' jBis  feaq&  cui  noftra  dies  alcaria  fumant. 

Virgil. 

..  ♦  .... 

,  It  is  by  no  means  denied,  that  Dr.  Farmer's  literary  chanuSler^ 
and  particuUrly  his  reputation,  juftly  acquired  by  his  Eflay  o«v 
the  learning  of  Shakefpesy-e,  which  could  hardly  be  dimini{ha4 
Vy  his  gpod  friend  at  court.  Dr.  Hurd,  were  favourable  cir-j 
cumdanccs  to  him  on  his  way  to  pi:eferment.  But  as  it  i$ 
known  to  all,  that  his  ecclefiaflical  honours  were  connected  with 
his  palicicQl  condudt  at  Cambridge,  it  would  be  unpardonable 
to  pafs  on  without  taking  a  fhort  ro>rofpe<^irc  view  of  fomd 
occurrences,  in  the  univerfity,  during  this  period. 

Leavings 
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Leaving  thcfc  two  learned  bodies,  with  their  pocti*,  to  fettle 
the  queftion,  Which  of  them  dcferves  befk  of  the  fons  of  Free- 
dom ?  it  may  be  proper  to  obfervc  that  the  two  parties,  of  Whig 
and  Tory,  at  Cambridge,  had  for  fome  time  carried  their  conten- 
tfons  rather  high,  till,,  on  the  17th  of  March  1769,  an  addrefs 
was  prefcnted  to  the  king  by  the  Tories,  containing  nothing  (hort 
of  a  reprobation  of  the  principles  and  cbndtidl  of  the  popular 
party.  A  few  years  after  happened  the  American  war,  replete 
with  nothing  but  di(hondur  to  its  adherents  in  this,country,  and 
terminating^  at  length,  in  the  emancipation  of  the  Americans 
An  addrefs,  no  lefs  fycophantic  than  the  former,  was  again  pre- 
fcnted by  the  Tories,  juflifying  the  cruel  mlafures  then  purfoed 
and  the  men  who  adopted  them.-  -  ^ 

'Still  fing,, ,  O  Qim,  yo.un.fovouritp  freedom's  caufo» 
Still  boaft  of  FrfedoiT^  w  hilcjou^  break  her  laws  t .     •  --r  - 

Id  the  year  177 1  a  defign  was  formed  by  fcvcral  of  the  clergy, 
ffiany  of  whom  wefc  of  Ciihibrldgfe,  bf  applying  to  parliament 
IbrreKef  ffom  fuW"criJ>ti6n  %' tlve  liturgy 'and  the  thirty-nine 
articles.  '  The  ground  of  this,  application  was,  that  protcftant 
ehurchei  had  no  right  to  f-equilne  flibftrription  tofyftcmatic  con- 
feflions  of  faith,  and  that  nothing  (l^ould  be  fubfcribcd  but  a 
belief  in  the  fcripturest>  The  fourth  meeting  was  held  in 
1772  and  17-3  ;  aftd  at  Camhful^e,  In  the  December  of  1772, 
Dr.  Jebb  preached  on  the  occafion  a  memorable  fcrmon.  'While 
this  matter  wss  under  difcufEon,  the  learned  and  refpeAable  Mr, 
Robert  Tyrwhitt,  of  Jefus  college  Cambridge,  attempted  10 
rcftore  religions  liberty  to  the  members  of  the  urt'ivcfCty  of 
Cambridge,  by  propofmg  a  grace  for  the  removal  of  fubfcription 
to  the  thirty-nine  "articles  at  tlie  time  of  taking  degrees,  hi 
which  undertaking  "Tie  was  warmly  fuppor  ted  by  fome.  of  the 
mod  diffinguifljed  members  of  the  univerfity, 

*  Stt  Ifii,  an  Elegy  by  Mr.  Malbn  of  CAxobridge,  and  the  Triumph  of  Ifii|  bf 
Mr.  Thomai  Warton  of  Oxford. 
-f  Triumph  of  lus. 
X  See  the  ConfciHooa],  by  archdeacon  Blackburne.  • 

It 
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It  '^ms  not  intended,  that  the  fpirit  of  reform  (hould  repole 
under  tbefe  dHcuffions.  Jebb  was  for  carrying  it  with  great 
enei^  into  literature,  and  propofed  fevera)  graces,  to  eftabiiQiy 
annually,  public  examinationsi  applicable  to  all  the  members 
in    fiatn    pupillari,    and    going    into   every   department    of 

letters  *. 

It  is  fcarcely  neceflary  to  add,  that  all  thefe  meafures,  fo 

replete  with  public -utility,  mifcarried;  and  were  they  to  be 
propofed  again  to-morrow,  they  would  mifcarry  again.-^ 
What  can  a  few  independent  minds  effe£l  againft  the  varioijis 
intei^fts  of  rival  focieties,  the  imroenfe  patronage  of  a  minifter, 
and  the  influence  of  a  bench  of  bifhops?  Againft  this  three- 
fold power  had  the  queftion  to  ftruggle,  and  was  therefore 
loft. 

It  would  have  afibrded  the  biographer  great  pleafure  to  have 
found  Farmer,  in  many  refpeds  a  very  amiable  man,  in  thefe 
feveral  contefts  among  the  friends  to  humanity  and  public 
liberty ;  but  be  a£ted  the  other  way ;  and,  while  he  was  tutor  df 
Emanuel  college  ;  when,  afterwards,  he  became  mafter,  and  vice 
chancellor  of  the  univerfity ;  towards  the  reforming.party,  Jebb 
and  Tyrwhitt,  he  carried  himfelf  with  bigotry  and  violence.  He 
lived,  then,  at  a  favourable  era ;  he  had  adopted  lucky  principles ; 
and  ploughed  in  a  foil  whence  fprung  the  prebend  of  Canterbury 
and  refidentiaryfliip  of  St.  Paul's. 

Dr.  Farmer's  refidence  in  London  was  favourable,  as  already 
hinted,  to  his  love  of  literary  fociety ;  and  for  many  years  he 
was  a  member  of  dilierent  clubs,  compofed  of  men  of  letters, 
by  whom  h^  was  much  efteemed.  ^ 

Of  this  clafi  was  the  Eumelean  club,  at  Blenheim  tavern, 
Bond-ftreet,  of  which  Dr.  Afli  was  prefident ;  and  of  which 
Sir  Jofliua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Bofwell,  Mr.  Windham,  M,  P, 
Mr.  Knight,  M. '  P.  Sir  George  Shuckburgh,  Honourable 
Frederick  North,  Do£tor  Lawrence,  M.  P.  Sir  George  Baker^ 
Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  Seward,  Do£lor  Bumey,  &c.  &c.  were 
memben : 

*  IfcQoiri  of  Dr,  Jebb'i  Life  and  Writiflgs,  prefixed  to  hit  le^orjk,  bj  Vu  Dirncf  • 
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The  Unincrcafable  club,  Queen*s  head,  Holbom,  of  which 
Mr.  Romney,  the  painter,  Mr.  Long,  Mr.  Hayley,  Mr.  Braith- 
waite,  Mr.  Sharpe,  Mr.  Ncwbcry^  Mr.  Tc^ham,  Dr.  Beard- 
more,  &c.  &c.  were  members : 

Another  club  to  whicii  Dr.  Farmer  belonged  was  in  Eflex- 
ftreet,  founded  by  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  to  which  the  Hon.  D. 
Barrington,  Mr.  Calamy,  Dr.  Gregory,  Dr.  Brocklefby,  Mr. 
Bofwell,  &c.  belonged. 

In  thefe  feveral  focieties  Farmer  appeared,  not  with  the 
manners  of  a  party-man,  as  in  the  univeriity,  but  as  a  well- 
wiflier  to  the  general  interefts  of  literature :  .for  they  coniifted  of 
men  of  different  fentiments,  and  he  conducted  himfelf  witli 
propriety  and  confiftency  towards  all.  Jndeed,  he  was  always 
forward  to  fliew  refpedl  to  perfons  of  fentiments  qoitc  oppofite  to 
his  own,  when  eveajCngaged  in  fubje6):s,  on  which  men,  at  pre- 
fent,  more  than  ever  divide*  This  was  particularly  manifeft  in 
his  condudl  towards  Mr.  Sharpe^  a  well-informed  gentleman, 
but,  on  a  variety  of  fubjetSts,  more  particularly  political,  widely 
differing,  from  Farmer :  tc^vards  him,  and  towards  others  in  thefe 
focieties,  he  behaved  with  modeft  deference^  and  when  Mr. 
Sharpe  was  engaged  in  a  literary  work,  that  required  him  to  con~ 
fuit  fcarce  books,  Dr.  Farmer  was  ever  Jtady  to  fumifli  hina 
from  the  public  library  at  Cambridge. 

The  fame  liberality  was  flicwn  by  our  doctor  towards  Mr. 
Gilbert  Wakefield,  even  when  the  univerfity  had  evinced  public 
marks  of  their  difapprobation,  by  depriving  bim  of  the  liberty  of 
printing  his  Silva  Critica  at  the  univerfity  prefs^  out  of  the  funds 
appropriated  to  the  publication  of  learned  works ;. after  this  pub- 
lic avowal  of  difapprobation  on  the  fide  of  the  univerfity.  Dr. 
Farmer  always  ihewed  a  willingndfs  to  entruft  to  him  ixx^s 
from  the  public  library,  of  which  acknowledgments  are  made  by 
Mr.  Wakefield :  even  of  Dr.  Jebb,  and  Mr.  WiUiaoi  Frend, 
againft  whom,  as  oppugnatores  ecclefiaer.  Farmer  appeared  as  a 
malleus  haereticorum,  he  learned,  at  length,  to  fpeak  with  can- 
dour and  refpe6i. 

Of  diflenters  too,  he  began  at  laft  to  tbink  more  £»« 
vourably,  and  to  fpeak  more  rcfpcftfully  i  even  of  the  ii^c* 

I  nious 


hJous  Mr.  Robert  Robinfon,  preacher  at  Cambridge,  of  whom 
Farmer  had  been  accudomed  to  talk  contemptuoufly,  as  a 
trouhler  of  the  peace  of  Jerufalem/  by  his  vigorous  oppofitioit 
to  ecclefiafltcal  eftabh(hments,  Farmer  coald  not  only  fpeak  with 
temper,  but  admiration  ;  and  though  he  continued  to  think  him 
a  difturber  of  academical  repofe,  and  a  bold  political  innovator, 
yet  he  acknowleged  him  to  be  a  fuperior  genius,  and  a  confcien^ 

tlous,  fincere  man. 

,•  •  •  .1 

Thefe  circuraftances  it  feerhed  but  juftice  to  point  out,  to  (hew 
that  Farmer's  natural  charadter  was  kind  and  liberal ;  that  wheii 
he  aflTumed  the  manners  of  a  l>igot,  when  he  appeared  as  the 
violent  oppofer  of  reform,  the  extravagant  vindicator  of  anti- 
quated cuiloms,  he  did  in  fa£t  offer  violence  td  a  chara6ler  that 
had  in  it  much  of  the  milk  of  human  kindnefs;  that  he  did  not 
in  reality  move  in  his  proper  fphere ;  and  that  he  was  as  often  the  * 
dupe  of  artful  politicians,  as  of  his  own  intereft. 

If  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge  owe  nd  gratitude  to  Farmer 
On  the  ground  of  political  or  academical  reforms,  yet,  in  another 
point  of  view,- great  refpedl  is  due  to  nis  memory,  no  lefs  from  the 
town  thari  from  the  univerfity.  The  ilneomfoftable  ftate  of  the 
town,  previoufly  to  its  being  lighted  and  paved,  is  in  every  one's 
recollcftion :  arid  to  the  honour  of  Farmer  it  fliould  be  men- 
tioncfd,  that  he  was  the  author  of  its  improvement ;  and  as  he 
was  the  principal  mover  in  getting  tlie  town  lighted  and  paved* 
fo  was  he  alfo,  in  his  office  of  juftice  of  the  peace,  the  means  of 
iiaving  many  iriconveniencies  removed.  Ifbyoppofing  academical 
reforms,  he  kept  back  intelleSual  light,  if  by  refitting  the  fpirit 
of  liberty,  he  leflened  the  fum  of  human  happinefs,  yet  let  pofte- 
rity  give  him  his  due  praife :  if  they  place  him  not  in  the  firft 
rank  among  the  benefactors  of  mankind,  or  the  candidates  for 
literary  fame,  let  them  pay  him  the  acknowledgments  to  which 
his  fervices  are  entitled. 

The  fame  attention  that  Dr.  Farmer  fhewed  to  the  external 
conveniences  of  the  inhabit:\nts  of  Cambridge,  he  evinced  alfo  in 
other  fituations,  whcfe  the  fpirit  of  improvement  could  be  carried. 
The  1  ntrodu£tion  of  the  art  of  fculpture  into  St.  Paul's  cathedral  is 
here  entitled  U)  particular  mention;   for  this  the  public  are 
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prindpalljr  incfebted  to  die  exertions  of  Dr.  iPatmef.  The  idea 
^as  firft  ftarted  in  a  converfation  at  Mr.  Tuffin's,  in  Lower 
Thames-ftreety  at  which  Mr.  Romney,  Mr.  Banks  the  ftatuary, 
Mr.  Home  Tookei  Mr.  Sharpe,  and  Mr.JSeward,  wens  pre- 
(ent.  It  was  forwarded  by  Farmer  to  the  Chapteri  and,  as  if 
it  was  intended  to  bear  teftimony  to  the  liberal  party  among 
whom  the  idea  was  firft  ftarted,  the  ftatues  firft  ereded  m  St» 
Paul's  have  been  thofe  of  Mr.  Howard  and  Dr.  Johnfon ;  the  fiift  a 
diftenter,  diftlnguidied  for  his  benevolent  regard  to  prifoners ;  the 
latter  a  churchman,  eminent  for  his  talents,  and  whofe  writings 
,  difcoyer  much  critical  {agacity,  and  a  comprehenfive  intetled. 

On  mentioning  the  name  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  the  editor  of  Sbak- 
fpeare,  I  am  naturally  reminded  of  Fanner^s  ei&y,  and  of  the 
friendftiip  that  fubfifted  between  him  and  Farmer,  which  origl- 
"^  nated  in  this  eflay.  Johnfon,-iis  it  deferved,  paid  this  eftay  the 
higheft  compliments,  and  was  confiderably  indebted  to  it  in  his 
admirable  preface  to  Shakfpeare. 

Tlie  political  principles  of  Johnfon  are  well  known  to  have 
been  thofe  of  a  rigid  Tory,  and  therefore  the  following  anecdotes, 
related  in  converfation  to  the  author  of  thefe  menloirs,  are  re* 
corded  as  a  teftimony  to  the  natural  candour  of  Farmer's  temper, 
rather  than  from  a  wifti  to  dwell  on  the  contemptible  bigotry  and 
illiberallty  of  Johnfon.  Farmer  related  them  with  his  ufual  jo* 
cularity,  adding  at  the  fame  time,  **  that  Dr.  Johnfon  carried  his 
fentiments  too  far." 

Farmer,  at  the  mutual  defire  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  an  eminent 
fcholar  of  Cambridge,  had  engaged  to  bring  about  an  interview 
between  them  in  London.  Previoufly  to  the  introdudlion, 
he  had,  however,  informed  Johnfon,  that  his  fi-iend  about  to 
be  introduced,  was  a  warm  Whig.  At  the  very  moment  of  in- 
trodu£lion,  therefore,  Johnfon  thus  addrefled  him — "  Sir,  your 
father  was  a  good  man ;  he  wrote  an  excellent  book ;  I  have 
read  it:  with  refpcft  to  you.  Sir,  my  friend  Dr.  Farmer  informs 
me,  you  are  a  Whig;— let  me  tell  you,  Sir,  I  never  yet  found  a 
Whig  an  honeft  man." 

The  other  anecdote  relates  to  Dr.  Watts.  Johnfixi^  in  his 
Wc  of  Watu^  feems  to  have  been  in  one  of  his  happteft  moods ; 

and 


and  in  the  eiemplarineftirf'  Watts's  chamAer,  and  amid  the  va- 
riety of  his  literary  attainments*  to  have  forgotten  that  he  was 
a  Di0enter  and  a  Whig :  on  Farmer's  interrogating  him  on  tliis 
fubjefty  Johnfon  repUed,— ^*'  Sir,  you  did  not  know  the  man ; 
be  was  a  religious,  not  a  political  Diilenter." 

The  other  editors  of  Shakfpeare,  no  lefe  than  Johnfon,  are  to. 
be  nunked  among  the  admirers  and  fiiends  of  Farmer;  Mr. 
Steevens»  Mn  M^Ione,  Mr.  Reed,  &c.  who  have  borne  tefti-^ 
mony  to  the  merit  of  his  Eflay.  Between  the  firft  and  the  laft 
and  Dr.  Farmer  there  ezifted  a  long  and  warm  friendfhip ;  and 
Mr.  Reed  has  paid  a  modeft  but  judicious  tribute  of  refpe£t  tq 
his  memory  *. — ^But  to  come  to  the  Eflay  itfelf.  In  this  wotIq 
Dr.  Farmer  fully  demonftrates,  that  our  immortal  poet  was  more 
indebted  to  nature  than  to  art,  ai^d  that  his  matten  of  fa^  wer^ 
deduced  from  our  old  chronicles  and  romances,  and  from  tranfla<» 
tions  of  the  daffies,  not  from  original  writers. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion  had  been 
maintained  by  moft  of  the  critics  and  commentators  on  Shak- 
fpeare,— Pope,  Theobald,  Warburton,  Upton,  Grey,  Dodd,  and 
Whalley ;  though  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  one  of  them  went 
the  right  way  to  work,  which  unqueftionably  wpuld  have  been, 
carefully  to  h'^ve  compared  together  contemporary  writers^  to 
have  fearched  into  the  old  chronicles,  and  the  tranflations  mad» 
from  the  Greek  and  Latin  claffics  into  the  Engliflflanguage: 
this  is  what  Dr.  Farmer  has  done. 

Of  all  thofe,  who  wrote  commentaries  on  Shakfpeare,  none 
feems  to  have  gone  more  heartily  into  the  belief  of  his  learning, 
than  Pope;  a  man,  of  however  great  talents  in  other  refpedls,  by 
no  means  competent  to  decide  this  queftion  f.  Nor  indeed  have 
the  other  commentators  gone  much  farther  into  the  fubjeft,  than 
to  drop  a  few  curfory  hints  or  ill-grounded  furmifes. 

Mr.  Whalley,  the  editor  of  Ben  Jonfon,  wrote  an  eflay  pro« 
fefiedly  on  this  lubje£t  %,  Whalley  was  a  good  clafBcal  fcholar,  as 
well  as  a  man  of  genius, 'and  has  been  happy  enough  in  producing, 

*  See  Mr.  Seward*!  Biographiana.  f  Warbarton*t  Preface  to  Sbakfpetre* 

X  Ab  loqoiry  into  the  Leftrsing  ol  Shakfpewe,  with  RcflMrkft  on.  feveia)  paflkges 
in  bit  Playt,  |ic.  By  Pt^r  Whalley,  A.  B. 
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in  this  eflay,  feveral  paflages  from  tlic  Greek  and  Latin  ^yrltera, 
to  which  many  in  Shakfpeare  hear  a  ftrong  refemblance.  But 
Whalley,  when  he  wrote  this  eflay,  was  not  fufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  our  old  Englifli  writers,  and  ingenuoufly  enough 
confcfTed  foine  yetrs  afterwards,  that  at  the  time  he  kneW  nothing 
ut"  t:;c  fuhje£l. 

T'he  eflay  of  Farrner,  then,  was  precifely  the  very  work  that 
wns  wanted  ;  an  efl^ay,  in  which,  without  rnaking  a  parade  of  his 
reading,  he  difcovered,  that  he  had  read  much  j  in  which  he  fel- 
dom  puts  forth  his  ftrength  againft  his  opponents,  except  juft  fo 
far  as  to  fliow  he  has  the  heft  of  the  argument ;  a  playfulnefs  of 
humour,  fometimcs  inclining  to  irony,  is  agreeably  fubftituted  ir^ 
the  room  o^  the  formal  foJemnlty  of  the  ajitiquary,  or  the  info- 
lenci"  and  warmth  of 'the  controverfialift.  In  (hort,  he  has  done 
fo  much,  and  has  wofke^  fo  neatly,  in  this  eflfay,  has  unfolded  fa 
amply  the  courfc  of  his  reading,  and  has  exhibited  fo  agreeable  a 
pifture  of  his  own  characler,  that  every  one  who  has  read  it  re- 
grets, that  he  had  not  written  more^  and,  while  they  pay  the 
compliment  dUe  to  his  diftinguiflied  talpnts,  leave  him  with 
reproaching  his  intolerable  indolence. 

The  purport  of  this  pamphlet,  and  the  province  of  the  author 
of  it,  cannot  be  better  explained  than  In  Farmer's  own  words : 

^*  I  hope,  my  good  friend  (he  is  addreffing  Mr.  Cradock),  you 
Jiave  acquitted  our  great  poet  of  all  piratical  depredations  on  the 
ancients,  and  arp  ready  to  receive  my  conclufion.  He  remem- 
bered,  perhaps,  enough  of  his  fchoolboy  learning,  to  put  the  hig^ 
hag,  bog,  into  the  mouth  of  Sir  Hugh  Evans ;  and  might  pick 
wp  in  the  writers  of  the  time,  or  the  courfeof  his  converfation,  a 
familiar  phrafe  or  two  of  French  or  Italian  i  but  his  ftudies  were 
jnoft  demonftratively  confined  tp  nature  and  his  own  language. 

**  In  the  courfc  of  this  difquifition,  you  have  often  fmiled 
at  all  fuch  reading,  as  was  never  read,  and  poflihly  I  may  havp 
indulged  it  too  far:  but  it  is  the  reading  necefl*ary  for  a  com*- 
mcnt  on  Shakfpeare.  Thofe  who  apply  folely  to  the  anci-r 
cms  for  this  purpofe,  may  with  equal  wifdom  ftudy  the  Tal- 
mud for  an  expofition  of  Triftram  Shandy.  Nothing  but  an 
f ntimate  acquaintance  with  the  writers  of  the  time^  who  are  fre- 
quently 
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^Jently  of  no  other  value,  can  point  out  his  allufions,  and  aC- 
certaia  his  ^phrafeology.  The  reformers  of  his  texjt  are  equally 
pofitivey  and  equally  wrong.  The  cant  of  the  age*  a*  provin- 
cial cxpreflxon,  nn  obfcure  proverb,  an  obfolete  euftoa,  a  hint 
at  a  perfon,  or  a  fa£l  no  longer  remembered,  hath  continually 
defeated  the  bell  of  our  guefiers :  you  muft  not  fuppofe  me  tp 
fpeak  at  random,  when  I  afTure  you,  that,  from  fome  forgotten 
book  or  other,  I  can  demonftrate  this  to  you  \p.  many  hundred 
places,  and  I  almoft  wifh  that  I  bad  not  been  perfuaded  into  a 
different  employ  meat  *. " 

It  would  be  foreign  to  the  nature  of  thele  memoirs,  to  inquire 
mintitely  into  the  merits  of  .the  ellay ;  fu£Bce  it  to  fay/,  that 
ibme  points  are  elucidated  by  it,  of  importance  in  criticifm. 

I  ft.  It  (hews  the  futility  of  that  fpedes  of  criticifm  that 
confifts  merely  in  finding  parallel  paflages  in  author^  and  de- 
ducing, from  the  comparifon,  infallible  marks  of  imitation. 
This  (pedes  of  criticifm  is  not  to  be  wholly  condemned:  it 
trai:es  frequently  thefie  parallelifms  advantageoufly.  But  it  afibrds 
fo  great  a  temptation  to  make  a  parade  of  reading,  and  from  very 
imperfe<%  data  to  hurry  on  to  concIu(;ons,  that  it  (hould  be 
cxercifed  with  diffidence  and  caution.  People  who  look  at  na-> 
tiure  with  the  fame  eyes,  ftudy  the  human  character,  and  poflefi 
poetic  feelings,  will  neceiTarily  often  exprefs  then^felves  in  the 
fame  manner.  Real  marks  of  imitation  may  often  be  traced  f, 
but  they  are  different,  often  very  widely  different,  from  thofe 
produced  by  critics  and  mere  book-learned  commentators. 
Veibal  Criticifm  has  it^  important  ufes;  it  is,  however,  often 
only  a   (rifler,  even  arrogant    while  trifling,  and  declamatory 

over  its  blunders. 

adly.  The  eflay  holds  out  an  encouragement  to  thofe  pof* 
fcfled  of  the  true  poetic  charadter,  Bifhop  Hurd,  in  a  paflage 
quoted  by  Farmer,  fenfibly  obferves,  ••  Shakfpeare  owed 
the  felipty  pf  freedom  from  the  bondage  of  claffical  fuper- 

^ition  tp  the  w^nt  of  what  is  called    the   advantage   of  s^ 
f 

*  Farmer's  Effay  on  the  Learning  of  Shakfpcarc* 
f  See  blihop  tiurd*s  Marki^of  Imitatioiu 
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learned  edocation.  Thisi  as  well  at  a  vaft  fuperiority  <^g^o^ 
hath  contributed  to  lift  this  aftoniihing.  man  to  tiie  glofy  of 
being  efieemed  the  moft  original  thinker/ and  fpeaker,  £noe 
the  days  pf  Homer."  There  is  a  kind  of  monotony,  both 
of  fentiment  and  expfeffion,  chanuSeriftic  of  a  mere  imitator. 
The  true  way  to  obtain  variety  of  ftyle  and  manner,  is 
not  always  to  be  at  fchooU  but  to  break  loofe  from 
claffical  training,  and  to  look  through  the  great  field  of  nature. 
But  for  this  want  of.  a  learned  education,  with  a  great 
fuperiority  of  genius,  we  might  never  have ,  had  a  Shak- 
ipeare. 

3dly.  At  the  fame  time  it  holds  out  a  caution.  Shak* 
fpeare,  though  not  learned  in  the  fenfe  of  the  fchools,  was 
learned  in  a  more  rcfpeAable  fenfe.  He  had  read  much, 
and  he  thought  originally.  He  knew  human  nature;  he 
could  difcriminate  charafler  with  great  precifion ;  place  dif- 
tant  objcd^s  before  the  eyes  with  the  Ikill  of  i  magician; 
and  penetrate  into  the  moft  fecret  recclles  t)f  the  hesirt 
with  unrivalled  addrefs. 

A  man  may  write  an  epigram  or  a  fonnet,  and  his  name 
get  booked  into  fome  Theatrum  Poetarum:  but  thetnn^  poet 
IS  a  philofopher.  Though  Farmer's  eflay  may  ftrip  Shaklpeare 
of  Greek  and  Latin,  it  leaves  him  in  pofleffion  of  th^  befl  fort  of 

^  knowledge. 

But  of  this  enough.      The-eflay  anfwered  two  impCAtant 

.  purpofes:-— it  rendered  the  author  the  fubje£t  of  etxkfiaftical 
preferment,  and  has  .fecured  him  a  pcMrtion  of  literary  fime. 
And,  perhaps,  more  praife  is  due  to  him  for  fettling  a  cOntro- 
verfy  on  the  learning  of  Shakfpeare,  than  to  fuch  sis  have 
made  greater  controverfial  flourifhes,  without  fettling  any 
thing.  Should  it  be  faid,  that  Farmer  pofiefTed  a  larger  income 
than  his  literary  labours  entitled  him  to,  I  obje£t  not,  being  an 
unfit  perfon  to  eftimatc  what  labour  is  proportionate  to  s(  good 
^nefice.  The  largeft  benefices  have  been  procured  for  fenrices 
of  lefs  public  utility  than  Dr.  Farmer^s  Eflay.  And  happy  had 
it  been  for  mankind,  if  ibme  writers  had  been  as  innocently 

employed 
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€mpIoytd '  as   in  writing  Eilays  on  th^  ,  learning  of  Sluk- 
IpeareS 

The  latter  years  of  Dr.  Farmcr*s  life  fiirnifK  nothing  that 
would  materially  diverfify  the  biographical  page.  They  were 
pretty  equally  divided  between  Emanuel  college,  and  the  reii- 
deatiary  houfe  in  Amen-G>rner.  His  literary  friends,  as  ufual, 
engaged  much  of  his  time;  among  whom,  more  particularly  at 
this  time,  (hould  be  mentioned  the  Rev.  Mr.  Meen,  formerly 
lellow  of  Emanuel  college,  editor  of  Mr.  Fawkes-s  ApoIIonius 
Rhodius,  or  more  properly  his  affiftant  tranflator.  For,  I  cannot 
forbear  noticing,  that  the  editor  fpcaks,  in  his  preface,  too  mo« 
deftly  of  his  (hare  in  the  work.  The  editor  was  Mr.  Meen, 
who  wrote  alt-  the  notes  to  that  work  and  fome  of  the  tranfla- 
tion.  He  is  alfo  the  tranflator  of  Coluthus  Lyeopolltes,  In 
Dr.  Anderfon's  edition  of  Tranflations,  the  tranflatioiv  of  Colu« 
thus  is  afcribed  to  C  C.  flood  for  Coadjutor ;  that  co- 

adjutor was  Mr.  Meen. 

The  objeA  of  this  memoir  has  been  juft  to  Iketch  fuch  parts  of 
Farmer's  hHtory  as  feemcd  intercfting  to  the  public,  not  to 
dwell  on  his  more  eflimable  qualities,  or  his  particular  blc" 
xniihes.  The  former  are  bed  known  to  his.  more  intimate 
friends;  the  latter  are  alluded  to  by  feme  who  think  themfelvcs 
qualified  to  be  iatirifts.  The  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Farmer 
poflefled  by  the  author  of  thefe  memoirs,  at  a  very  early  pe** 
riod/of  life9  was  that  pf  a  youth  prepared  to  admire  a  man  ^of 
letters,  and  viewing  him  at  a  kind  of  diflance ;  in  later  yearst 
of  one  totally  differing  from  him  on  the  moil  eilential  points, 
and  never  entering  into  his  more  private  or  focial  engagements, 
though  not  unacquainted  with  his  charadler. 

Dr.  Farmer  died,  after  a  long  and  painful  illnefs,  at  the  lodge 
of  Emanuel  college,  and  was  buried  in  the  chapel.  The  follow* 
ing  epitaph  accurately  exhibits  his  more  amiable  and  refpedable 
qualities,  and  refle6h  honour  on  the  candour  of  the  learned  wtt- 
ter ;  between  whom  and  Dr.  Farmer  there  fubfifted  great  diffi:- 
fence  of  opinion  on  political  fubjedb. 

3  Epitaph 
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By  Dr.  Parr. 

A  p  a 

RICARDUS    FARMER,    S.  T.  P. 

MAQISTBR    HUJUS    COLLE6II 
,  VI9.    FACETUS  ET    DULCIS    FESTK^UE    SERMONIS 

GRAECE    ET    LATINE  J>OCT(JS. 
IN  EXPLICANDA  VETERUM  ANGLORUM    FOBS!. 

SUETILIS    l^T    ELEGANS. 
ACADEMIAE   CANTABRICIENSIS    STABILIENDAE, 

BT  AMPLIFICANDAE   STUDIOSUS 

REGIS   ET    PATRIAE  AMANT1SSIMU8, 
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VIXIT    AN.    LXII.    MENS.   III.     DIES    XIV. 

DECESSIT  SEPT   ID.    SEPTEMB. 

ANNO   DOMINI 

M,DCC,LXXXX»VII. 

ET   CONDtTUS    EST   JUXTA    ARAM  VIClNI  SACBLU 

JN  SEPULCHRO  qUOD  SIBI  Tivys  N0|9CyPAVERAT. 


TR  AN  S  LATION. 

To  the  Bcft. 
RICHARD  FARMER,  S.  T.  P. 

Mafter  of  this  College, 

A  &cetious  Man,  of  fweet  and  pleafant  Converfatloni 

{^earned  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  Languages, 

Acute  and  elegant  in  explaining  the  Works 

Of  the  old  Englifh  Poets ; 

Studious  in  fupporting, 

And  improving  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge; 

A  zealous  Lover  of  his  King  and  Country ; 

Lived  fixty-two  Years,  three  Months,  and  fourteen  Days: 

Died  the  feventh  of  the  Ides*  of  September,  1797, 

And  was  buried  near  the  Altar  of  the  adjoining  Chapel, 

In  a  Grave  appointed  Hy  himfeif  when  living. 

G.  D. 

*  The  eighth  of  September. 
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I 

MEMOIRS   OF 

MARY   \^OLLSTONECRAFT. 

The  intrepid  fpirit,  daring  flights,  lofty  pretendons,  and 
4irdain  of  fan£Uoned  opinions,  which  charadlerizc  the  produc- 
tions of  the  vindicator  of  the  Rights  of  .Woman,  have  com- 
bined to  excite  an  extraordinary  degree  of  attention ;  which 
fome  events,  of  a  peculiar  nature,  in  her  perfonal  hiftory  have 
had  a  tendency  to  increafe.  By  the  diftinflion  which  the  repu- 
tation of  fuperior  talents  confers,  their  poDTcflbrs  are  exalted  to 
Z  dangerous  pre-eminence  :  attention  is  roufcd,  curiofity  excited, 
their  claims  are  fubjeded  to  a  fcrutiny,  in  which  all  the  nobler 
and  z\l  the  bafer  pafTions  become  equally  intercfted.  While,  on 
one  fide,  by  the  partiaKty  of  afFe£tion  and  the  blind  enthufiafm 
pf  implicit  admiration,  their  excellencies  are  made  the  theme  of 
exaggerated  pancgyrip :  on  the  other,  thofe  errors  or  frailties 
to  which  they  arc  liable,  in  common  with  their  fpecies,  or 
thofe  excefllbs  that  more  peculiarly  belong  to  ardent  charaders, 
are  invidioufly  fought  after,  propagated  with  malignity,  aift- 
pli&dbyenvy,  diftorted  by  prejudice,  and  received  with  tri- 
ymph  by  the  vulgar  of  every  rank,  by  the  interefted,  the 
ignorant,  and  the  malicious,  Perfons  of  the  fined:  and  molt 
fixquifitc  genius  have  probably  the  greateft  fenfibility,  confe- 
quently  the  ftrongeft  paflionsj  by  the  fervor  of  which  they  arc 
too  often  betrayed  into  error.  Vigorous  minds  are  with  difE- 
jculty  reftrained  within  the  trammels  of  authority ;  a  fpirit  of 
lenterprife,  a'  paffion  for  experiment,  a  liberal  curiofity,  urges 
them  to  quit  beaten  paths,  to  explore  untried  ways,  to  hurfl 
the  fetters  of  prcfcription,  and  to  acquire  vvifdom  by  an  indivi- 
dual experience. 

The  preceding  reflections  are  not  unappropriate  to  the  fubjedl 
of  the  prefent  narrative,  in  whofe  charadler  ftrong  light  and 
{hade  apppar  to  have  been  blended.  If,  by  her  quick  feelings, 
prompt  judgmentSi  and  rapid  decilions,  fhc  vy as  fometimes  be- 
trayed 
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trayed  into  falfe  concluilons,  her  errors  were  expiated  by  fuf* 
ferings,  that,  while  they  difarm  feverityy  awaken  fympathy  and 
feize  irrefiftibly  upon  the  heart.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  if 
the  excels  of  certain  virtues  encroach  on  the  limits  of  vice,  yet 
faults  of  this  defcription  have'a  generous  fource.  Thofe  wliom 
a  calmer  temperament  conduA  in  an  even  path,  deviating 
neither  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left,  will  find  their  reward  in 
the  fafety  of  tlieir  courfe.  But  it  is  to  fpeculativ^  and 
cnterpriflng  fpirits,  whom  flronger  powers  and  more  impe- 
tuous paffions  impel  forward,  regardlefs  of  eftabliflied  u(ages» 
that  all  great  changes  and  improvements  in  fociety  have  owed 
their  origin.  If,  intoxicated  by  contemplating  the  grand  pro- 
je^  in  their  imagination,  they  deviate  into  extravagance,  and 
lofe  fight  of  the  nature  of  man,  their  theories  remain  to  be 
corre&cd  by  experience,  while,  in  the  gratitude  of  pofterity, 
the  contemporary  cry  of  intereft  will  be  abforbed  and  for* 
gotten. 

To  advance  on  the  fcale  of  reafon  half  the  fpecies,  b  no 
ignoble  ambition.  The^ efforts  of  the  extraordinary  woman 
whofe  life  we  are  about  to  review,  were  direAed  to  the  eman- 
cipation of  her  own  fex,  whom  (he  conddered  as  funk  in 
a  ftate  of  degradation,  glorying  in  their  weakneft,  volunta* 
rily  furrendering  the  privilege  of  rational  agents,  and  con* 
tending,  in  her  own  emphatic  language,  *^  for  the  fentiment 
that  brutalized  them.'' « 

Mary,  daughter  of  Edward-John  and  Elizabeth  WoUftone- 
craft,  was  born  on  the  27th  of  April,  1759.  Her  mother 
was  of  the  family  of  the  Dixons  of  Ballyfliannon  in  Ireland, 
her  paternal  grandfather  a  manufa£lurer  in  Spitalfields,  from 
whom  her  father  is  fuppofed  to  have  inherited  property  to  a  con- 
fiderable  amount.  Mr.  WolUtonccraft's  family  confided  of 
fix  children  (three  Ions  and  three  daughters),  of  whom  Mary 
was  the  fecond.  It  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  W.  (who  near 
the  period  of  his  daughter's  birth  occupied  a  farm  on  Epping 
Foreft)   was  brought  up  to  any  profeffion.    'Nor  is  it  certain 

whether  the  fubjeft  of  our  narration  received  her  exiftence  in 

London 
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London  or  on  the  Foreft,  where  the  firft  five  years  of  her  life 
were  principally  fpent. 

Mtiry  Wollftonecraft  gave  early  indications  of  thofc  acute 
feelings  and  vigorous  powers  of  mind  which  led  to  the  fubfc- 
quent' incidents  and  exertions  of  an  eventful  life.  It  is  poffible 
that  the  rcftraint  which  (he  is  faid  to  have  experienced,  and  the 
feverity  under  which  (he  occafionally  fqiFered,  from  the  irafcible 
and  capricious  temper  of  her  father,  might  tend  to  roule  that 
fpirit  of  refinance,  that  indignant  impatience  of  injudice  and 
oppreflion,  which  formed  the  didingui/hing  features  of  her  ma- 
turcr  charafter. 

Experience  teaches  us  that,  in  the  moral  as  in  the  phyfical 
world,  evil  is  often  conneSed  with  good.  Suffering  and  oppo* 
{jtion,  if  they  exceed  not  certain  limits,  have  a  (limulating  pow- 
er :  dill  they  are  evils,  and  it  would  be  ra(h  to  conclude,  that, 
by  the  adoption  of  lefs  exceptionable  means,  the  fame  end 
might  not  be  efFefted.  He,  who  has  (ludied  the  human  mind, 
will  know  how  to  avail  himfelf  of  its  more  delica'^e  fprings : 

terror  ^nd  force  have  been  proved  feeble  engines  when  oppofed 
to  emulation  and  love. 

As,  with  increafing  years,  the  underflanding  of  Mafy 
WoHftonecraft  matured,  it  triumphed  over  the  petty  vexations 
of  her  childhood,  and  procured  her,  by  its  afcendancy,  a  con- 
fequent  predominance  in  her  family :  while  her  influence  and 
interpofition  ferved  to  fcreen  her  motl}er  from  the  confequences 
of  her  father's  temper,  (he  was  regarded  by  both  with  an  in- 
voluntary  portion  of  afie£lion  and  refpe£k.  To  the  hardy  habits 
of  her  childhood  fiie  confidered  herfelf  as  Indebted  for  a  robuft 
conftitution.  Sporting  in  the  open  air,  and  joining  in  tlie  ac- 
tive amufements  of  her  brothers,  her  health  acquired  a  found 
and  vigorous  tone. 

In  1 758  Mr.  JWoUftopecraft  rentoved  from  the  Foreft  to  a  farm 
near  Beverly  inYorkfliire,  where  he  redded  with  his  family  for  fix 
years.  During  this  intervd  his  daughter  occafionally  frequented 
a  day-fchooi  in  the  neighbourhood.  What  benefit  (he  derived  from 
the  inflruftions  flie  there  received,  we  have  no  account.  From 
Beverly  Mr,  W.  repaired  to  a  houfe  in  Queen's  Row,  Hoxton, 

near 
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near  London,  with  a  view  of  engaging  in  commerce.  Warjr 
WoUftonecraft  had  now  entered  her  fixtecnth  year.  About  this 
period  (lie  became  acquainted  with  a  Mr.  Clare,  a  near  neighbour^ 
a  clergyman,  a  man  of  tafte,  and  a  humorift,  to  whom  flie  was 
jiviebted  for  encouragement  and  amftance  in  the  cultivation  of 
her  mind,  and  at  whofe  houfe  flie  frequently  paflcd  days  and 
weeks.  The  manners  of  this  gentleman  were  conciliating,  and 
his  habits  peculiar. 

By  the  wife  of  Mr.  ClarS  fhe  was  introaiiced  to  a  young  per- 
fon  of  her  own  fex,  Frances  Blood,  who  refided  in  the  village 
of  Newington,  and  for  whom,  on  their  firft  interview    (irl 

which  Frances  appeared  |>eculiarly  interefting,  furrounded  by  the 
younger  children  of  her  family),  ihe  conceived  a  firiendfliip  that 
partook  of  all  the  fervour  of  her  charaSer.  Frances  Blood,  two 
years  older  than  her  friend,  is  defcribed  as  art  accompliflied  arid 
jcxcmplary  young  woman  :  an  afFedtioriate  intercourfe  and  corre'-^ 
fpondence  fucceeded  between  them,  iil  which  tlie  afpiring  teiri- 
per  of  the  younger  was  roufed  to  emulation  by  the  fupcrior 
attainments  of  the  elder,  who  tindertook  to  be  her  inftnidlor^ 
and  whofe  leflbns  were  received  with  grateful  delight. 

The  removal  of  Mr.  WoUftonecraft,  whofe  temper  was  relUefe 
and  unftable,  to  a  farm  in  Wales,  Jn  the  fpring  of  1776,  was  a 
cruel  ftroke  to  his  daughter,  whofe  afFeSion  for  Frances  had  now 
become  the  rufing  paffion  of  her  foul.  In  this  retirement  th^ 
Wollftonecrafts  formed  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  family 
of  Mr.  Allen,  two  of  whofe  daughters  have  been  fince  rtiarried 
to  the  elder  fous  of  the  celebrated  Jofiah  Wedgewdod.  Aftcf 
remaining  in  Wales  little  more  than  a  year,  Mr.  W.  again  re- 
turned to  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  and,  at  the  earneft 
requeft  of  his  daughter,  who  panted  to  be  near  her  friend,  fixed 
his  abode  at  Walworth. 

The  fpirit  ot  independence  was  charaAeriftic  of  Mary  WoU- 
ftonecraft; ihe  revolved  in  her  mind  projedls  for  quitting  the 
parental  roof,  and  providing  for  her  own  fupport :  with  this  vieWj 
fhe  entered  into  an  engagement  which  promifed  to  be  eligible,  but 
was  induced  tb  rclinquifh  her  plan  by  the  tears  and  entreaties  of 
her  motlier :  but  a  dcfign  fg  congemal  to  the  intrepidity  of  her 

€bara£ter^ 
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cbara£ler,  though  poftponed,  was  not  abandoned.  In  the  yesbr 
^  .17789  it  was  propofed  to  her,  to  refide  as  a  companion  with  a 
widow  lady  (Mrs.  Dawfon)  of  Bath,  to  which  proportion,  not 
difcouraged  by  intimations  which  (he  had  received  of  the  peci>* 
liar  humour  of  thelady,  (he  immedbtely  acceded.  In  this  (itua* 
tion  (he  foon  acquired  an  influence  over  her  patronefs,  extorting 
from  her  a  degree  of  confideration  which  rarely  attends  the  cir* 
cumftances  to  which  Hie  had  fubmitted. 

After  reGding  two  years  with  Mrs.  Dawfon,  fhe  was  recalled 
to  her  family,  now  living  at  Enfield,  by  the  declining  health  of 
her  mother,  on  whom  fhe  attended  with  the  mofl  afFe£tionate 
afTiduity,  through  a  lingering  difcafe,  which,  terminating  fatally, 
fhe  finally  quitted  her  family,  her  health  impaired  by  fatigue  and 
anxiety,  and  fixed  her  refidence  with  her  friend,  at  Waltham- 
green,  near  the  village  of  Fulham.  In  this  fituation  their  mutual 
•attachment  became  more  lively  and  confirmed.  Of  the  manner 
in  which  fiie  now  fupported  herfelf,  we  have  no  information : 
lier  fpirit  would  doubtlefs  have  preferved  her  from  becoming 
burdenfome  to  the  indufliy  of  her  friend.  Two  years  fubfc- 
quent  to  her  attendance  on-the  clofing  fcenes  of  a  mother's  itfe, 
•her  fympathy  was  again  excited  and  her  attention  engrofl^d  by 
the  affefting  flate  of  a  married  fifter,  who,  in  confequence  of  a 
perilous  lying-in,  funk  into  a  melancholy  and  lingering  di£» 
order^ 

During  the  languor  and  confinement  of  her  fifter,  Mary  Wolf- 
ilonccraft,  who  had  now  entered  her  twenty-fourth  year,  liad 
lei  lure  for  reflexion.  In  addition  to  her  darling  plan  of  perfonal 
independence,  her  benevolence  prompted  her  to  meditate  proje£b 
more  arduous  and  extenfive.  The  affairs  of  her  father  long  declin- 
ing, had  at  length  become  hopelefs,  involving  a  fmall  indepen- 
dent provifion  made  for  bis  daughters.  In  conjun£lion  with  her 
friend  and  fifters,  fhe  therefore  formed,  and  at  length  executed,  a 
plan  for  the  opening  of  a  day*fchool  in  the  village  of  Iflington  : 
from  Iflington  th^y  thought  proper,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
months,  to  transfer  their  refidence  to  Newington-Green. 

Every  new  impreffion  or  viciflitude  produced  on  her  fufcep- 

ttble  mind  important  confequences :  fome  valuable  connexions 

which 


4t5  waLtstomcRArr; 

which  (he  now  formed^  gave  a  tinfhire  to  her  fiitare  ?iewf 

chara6ler ;  among  the  moft  dilVmguiflied  of  thefe.fhe  accoimtod 
Dr.  Richard  Price  (equally  refpefted  for  bis  talents  and  Virtues); 
ibr  whom  (he  conceived  a  fincere  reverence  and  fifiendflii p,  and 
t>n  whofe  public  inftru£tions  ihe  occafionally  attended.  PofEsSng 
in  an  exalte^  degree  thofe  devotional  aifedions  fo  congenial  ta 
ardent  and  tender  natures,  her  religion,  for  flie  laid  no  ftre&  on 
creeds  and  forms,  was  a  fentiment  of  humility,  reverence,  and 
lore;  a  fublime  enthunafm,  the  afpirationsof  a  fervent  ima- 
gination, (haping  to  itfelf  ideal  excellence,  and  panting  s^er  good 
unalloyed.  Her  aAive  mind,  confcious  of  its  powers,  exuldng 
in  it»  capacities,  abhorred  the  thought  of  extin(^ion,  and  yearned 
to  perpetuate  itfelf.  She  believed  in  a  being,  higher,  more  per- 
ft&,  thjin  vlfible  nature,  in  her  own  conformity  to  that  Cuperior 
being,  in  a  future  ftate  of  excrdfe  and  gratification  of  thofe 
powers  and  fenfibilittes  that,  denied  a  fcope  for  exertion,  too 
often  preyed  upon  herfelf.  Her  faith  refted  not  upon  critical 
evidence  or  laborious  inveftigation ;  it  was  the  bold  conception  of 
a  pregnant  fancy ;  the  delicious  fentiment  of  a  tender  heart  i  ihe 
adored  the  Creator  in  Jthe  temple  of  the  univerfe,  worHiipped 
htm  amidft  the  beautiei  of  nature,  or,  fuffering  her  mind  to  ex- 
patiate amidft  ideas  of  fpotlefs  purity  and  boundlefs  goodnefi, 
humbled  herfelf  before  him  in  the  flill  hour  of  recoUc^oa. 

About  this  period  ihe  acquired  alfo  the  friend(hip  of  Mrs. 
Burgh,  widow  of  the  author  of  the  Political  Dt(<}uiiition$,  and  of 
the  reverend  J«hn  Hewlett,  a  clergyman  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land. Bring  likewile  introduced  to  the  acquaintance  of  Dr» 
Johnfon,  (he  was  received  by  him  with  kindncfs  and  diftinAioiic 
his  fub&quent  illneis  and  death  fruftrated  her  intention  of  culti- 
vating a  further  intimacy  with  this  extraordinary  man'. 

The  health  of  her  friend,  Frances  Blood,  whofe  chara<^,  though 
amiable,  was  timid  and  feeble,  now  began  to  decline;  difappoint- 
ment  and  indulged  grief,  had  impaired  herconftitution,  and  fymp* 
toms  of  a  confumption  appeared,  for  which  ihe  was  adviM  to  tw 
the  efie£ls.of  a  fouthern  climate.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  17S5 
ihe  accordingly  fet  fail  for  Lifbon,  having  previoufly  fuflered 
herfelf  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept,  on  herarriyali  the  hand  of 
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Mr.  Hugh  Sfceys,  of  Dublin  (ihcrt  refident  In  Poftagaf),  who 
had  for  forae  time  paft  paid  his  addrefles  to  her.  Mrs*  Skeys,  whoTe 
health  had  received  little  benefit  from  the  voyage,  becoming  preg^ 
naot  foon  after  her  marriage*  the  afFediiohatc  folicitade  of  Mary 
WoliftoneCraft  indooed  her  lo  quit  for  a'  time  her  fchool,  and  to 
fubjedl  herfelf  to  various  inconveniences,  for  the  purpofe  of  paffing 
over  to  Portagal»  to  idminifter  aid  and  oonfotation  to  her  friend. 
With  fome  pecuniary  affifbn^  from  Mrs.  Burgh,  (he  was  enabled 
to  acoompUfli  her  defxgn,  aiid  arrived  at  Lifbonbut  a  ihort  period 
before  tl^  lady  in  queftton  was  prematurely  delivered ;  n  cti&s 
which  proved  fatal  both  to  the  mother  and  child*  . 

-  During  her  ftay  in  Portugali  tbe  circle  of  her  obfervation  he* 
ing  enlarged,  her  a£tive  mind  collected  materials  for  reflection  7 
the  influence  of  defpotifm  and  the  pernicious  efiefb  of  a  blind 
fupeiilition  more  pecuUarly  imprefled  her. 

On  her  paflfage  to  England,  towards  the  latter  end  of  Decem- 
ber, a  new  occafion  prefented  itfelf  for  the  exercife  of  her  huma- 
nity ;  a  French  (hip,  in  danger  of  foundering,  and  deftitute  o( 
provifions,  implored  the  aid  of  the  mafler  of  the  veflel  in  which 
£he  was  &  paflTenger,  who,  fbarful  left  his  own  (lores  (hould  fall 
ihort,  was  induced  folely  by  her  fpirited  remonftrdnces  to  grant  to 
the  fofierers  the  necefTary  relief.  ' 

Having  arrived  in  her  native  land,  (be  qukkly  perceived  that 
the  expe<^tions  (he  had'  cheriflied  refpedting  the  fucc^ft  of  her 
ichool  were  likely  to  prove  abortive.  For  the  bufmefs  of  educa-* 
tion  (he.is  fajd  to  have  bean  peculiarly  fitted,  hj  a  talent  of  concili-* 
atrng  the  aiTe&ions  of  her  pupils,  by  a  firm  yet  gentle  difcipHne^ 
a  watchful  attention  totheir  individual  qualities,  a  promptitude 
in  availing  herfelf  of  them,  and  a  gareful  obfervati<m  of  the  fucce(s 
of  her  experiments.  Hitherto  d^appointed  in  her  plans,  and  ear-* 
neftly  de(irous  of  indulging  the  benevolence  of  her  temper,  ift 
afibrding  pecuniary  aid  to  fome  relations  of  her  deceafed  friend^ 
(lie  was  now  induced  to  confider  and  adopt  the  advice  of  a  gen-* 
tieman  (Mr.  Hewlett),  for  whom  (he  entertained  an  efteemf 
and  who,  forming  a  favourable  and  jud  opinion  of  her  ta* 
lcnts»   fugg^fted    hterary  employment  as   a    fource  of  profit. 

Ee  In 
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In  pnrfuance  of  this  idea,  (be  wrote  a  duodecimo,  pamphlet  of 
one  hundred  ond  fixty  pages,  entitled  **  Thoughts  on  the  Edu* 
cation  of  Daughters,'^  for  the  copy-right  of  which  (he  obtained 
ten  guineas  from  Mr.  John(bn,  bdokfellef  in  St.  Paul's  church- 
yard :  this  fum  was  immediately  applied  to  the  purpofe  for  which 
die  manufcript  had  been  written. 

Diiguded  with  the  difappointments  that  had  attended  her  pro^ 
Jed  of  public  tuition,  (he  now  determined  to  refign  her  fchool, 
and  accept,  for  the  prefent,  zyropo&l  made  to  her  of  re(]ding  in 
the  family  of  lord  vilcount  Kingfborough,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  id  the  capacity  of  private  govemeis  to  his  daughters. 
Her  darling  plaa  of  independence,^  which  (he  (lill  cherifhed  a 
view  of  realizing  by  literary  occupation,  was  not  given  up,  but 
/he  was  previoufiy  defirous  of  acquiring  a  fmall  fum  of  money, 
itt  a  refource  in  cafe  of  failure  in  her  iirft  attempts.  Her  (itua- 
tion  in  the  family  of  lord  Kingiboroagh  was  attained  through 
the  medium  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Prior,  one  of  the  mafters  of 
Eton,  under  whofe  roof  (he  pafled  fome  time  after  the  redgna- 
tioa  of  her  fchool. 

She  remained  in  the  houfe  of  lord  Kingfborough,  where  her 
€Xoellent  underffamding  and  condliating  manners  procured  her 
die  refpeA  of  the  family  and  the  afFedlion  of  her  pupils,  but 
little  more  than  twelve  months.  Some  reftridtions  which  had 
formerly  been  iropofed  on  the  young  ladies,  were  in  a  (hort  time 
rendered  unnecefiary  by  the  more  powerful  afcendency  of  their 
new  preceptrefi:  while  (he  infpired  her  pupils  with  a  generous 
confidence*  (he  found  her  reward  in  their  docility  and  attach- 
ment. A  oonlial  friendfhip  grew  up  mere  efpecially  between 
the  eldeft  daughter  of  lord  King^rough  (afterwards  coimtefx 
Mount  Ca(hel}  and  her  govemeis,  cemented  by.correfponding 
excellencies.  The  dignity  of  her  talents  and  the  charms  of  her 
oonver&tion  procured  her,  during  her  refidenoe  in  Ireland,  many 
valuable  friends. 

In  the  fummer  of  1787,  (he  repaired  with  lord  Kingfboroiigh 
and  his  daughters  to  Briftol,  whence  they  had  projeAed  a  tour  to 
the  continent ;  this  purpofe  was  afterwards  relinquifhed,  m  con- 
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fequence  of  which  Mary  WoUftonecraft,  who' was  to,hayeheen 
of  the  party,  clofed  her  engagements  with  the  family*,  for  the 
iexecutionofafchemefhehad  long anxioofly meditated:  atBriftol^ 
the  fmall  volume  entitled  '*  Mary  a  Fidtion/'  was  compofed,  in 
which  IS  dellneatedy  under  fiAitious  circumUanceSy  a  glowing 
and  interefting  piAure  of  the  writer^s  fentiroents  and  charadter, 
as  conneAed  more  peculiarly  with  her  afFeftion  for  Frances  Blood. 
Fervid  feeling,  a  Vivid  imagination,  a  high-toned  and  exquifitc 
fenfibility,  a  bold  and  original  call  of  thought,  arc  the  diftinguiih* 
ing  charadteriftics  of  this  produflion. 

Having  quitted  Briftol  and  arrived  at  the  metropolis,  (he  re* 
paired  to  her  publifher,  to  whom,  on  receiving  an  encouraging 
reception,  (he  frankly  explained  her  defigns,  requefting  his 
affiftance  towards  their  execution.  Availing  herfelf  of  his  friend-* 
ly  invitation,  (he  continued  under  his  roof  for  fome  weeks, 
whence  (he  removed,  at  Michaelmas  1787,  to  George-ftreet,  oa 
the  Surry  (ide  of  Blackfrian-bridge,  where  a  houfe  was  provid- 
ed for  her  by  the  friend(hip  of  Mr.  Johnfon.  She  now  com- 
menced, with  avidity,  her  literary  career.  Her  novel,  which  had 
not  yet  pafled  tlie  pre(s,  (he  prepared  for  publication,  and  made 
fome  progrels  towards  an  Oriental  tale,  "  The  Cave  of  Fancy," 
which  was  afterwards  relinquiihed^  At  tfiis  period  (he  alfo 
produced  a  little  work,  *'  Original  Stories  frota  Real  Life,''  for 
the  ufe  of  children.  From  the  fuggeftion  of  her  publi(her, 
(he  applied  herfelf  to  the  acquifition  of  the  French,  Italian,  and 
German  languages,  with  a  view  of  qualifying  her(elf  (or  tranda* 
lion.  In  purfnance  of  this  plan,  (he  tranflated,  in  part,  **  The 
New  Kobtnfon,''  from  the  French,  in  which,  before  its  conclu« 
(ion,  (he  was  anticipated.  She  alio  abridged  and  altered  **  Young 
Grandifon,"  from  the  Dutch ;  and  compiled,  on  the  model  of 
Dr.  Enfield's  Speaker,  '«  The  Female  Reader.'' 

It  does  not  appear  that  (he  experienced,  in  tbe(e  occupations, 
the  relief  which  (be  had  promifed  herfelf:  her  underftanding  was 
f^ive,  but,  cut  off  from  th6(e  endearing  fympathies  which  her 

*  An  abfard  report  hat  been  proptgatcl,  tlitt  Mrt.  WoUftonecraft  tnt  fovemtft 
M  a  ywuiger  djwgkttr  of  lord  lt>i  ■  h,  whole  iaprii4encc,  or  mitfortunei,  havo 
lately  rendered  her  a  f«hjeft  of  pnbUc  aniaadverfion.  Tbia  notion  will  bf  utterly 
c#afaCid  by  a  li^  attaotioA  la  chf«Ml«gy« 

£  c  2  feelings 
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"*' feelings  i^periotifljr.  demanded,  ber  hmrt  languHEed:  fhc  re-^ 
^retted  the  connexions  of  her  youth,  thf  friend  over  whom  "the 
grave  had  clofcd/*  Her  affe£iions,  denied  their  proper  objefStH 
turned  to  bitternefs;  her  labours  had  no  felace.  ber  exertions  no 
reward.  With  an  underftandihg  highly  cultivated,  an  ims^na-% 
tion  richly  ftorcd,  a  lively  tafte  for  nature,  and  a  thirft  for  focial 
pleafure,  fhe  repiijed  in  joylefs  folitude. 

In  the  Analytical  Review,  inftituted  by  Mr.  Johnfon,  in  the 
middle  of  the  year  1788,  Mary  Wollflonecraft  was  induced  to 
take^  condderable  fhare ;  (lie  alfo  employed  herfelf  in  tranflating 
from  the  5'rencji  a  wpfk  by  Monf.  Ne<;ker,  on  the  importance 
of  religious  opinions ;  fhe  abridged  from  thq  fame  language  Lava* 
tcr/s  Phyfiognpmy  *  ;  and  comprefled  Salzmann's  Elements  of 
Morality:),  2^  Gerfu^n  production,  into  a,  publication  in  three  vo- 
Jui«es,di;Q4^iiXiQ,  which  produce4  a<x)rrefpondencc  betwcep her- 
felf ^nd|the  ^uthpr,.  who,  in  a  fub(jpa)fent  period,  reumed  tha 
com^pjimcnt,  by  tfanflating  into  Qecm^fitthc  Vindioijlioii  of*  xbm 
Rights  of  Woman.  Thefe  mt^ceUaneo^s  avoqa^n^  coropm^ 
^^cr>df d^.^cr^pi  qf.  tlfiec  year^  from  t^e  ^tuipq  of  1)^7  t«i  th# 

atttumia.Qf  i?^^' 

The.d^e£tion,o_f  i^irits  which  fhp  15  faid  to  have  laboured 

under  d^ur^ng^this  ijjter;^al  of  folitary  exertion,  is,  in  fome  mea- 
fure^  perhaps  tq  be  attributed .  to  the  ;Twcchanical  nature  of  her 
occupations,  which  w^e  little,  calculated  to  \9jii^ff4^  ^n  afdcnt 
iemp^,  A  confi^^iipbU*  portion  of,  the  prpQif  rpii^J^^R^from  her 
labour^  Yy;as,  wix^  \  r;g«rous  mor;|l;ty,^- devoted  to  {mr^tiite  of 
t^emv^iJeu^e^  SheToifg^:  to  IoCq  Up«  fenfr  ^f  tb(^-  languor  that 
oj^lpi€;fl[^4  h^^  \x^,'myf£<,^  for  the  wcll-beipg ofotheni;, \m,  fiftcrs, 
^^  t^f8thei>y,  eyery  individual  of  her  &mily,  were  indebted  to  her 
£ea^jpi)^,c;^rtvo;is.  She  took  into /her  own  hgnds  the  manage- 
ment of  her  father's  affair^,  ^i^hicrfj,-  after  fpY/eval'^railtlQ^  rf* 
^  forts  to  arranae^  llic  was  qpmijellcdi  tp  rpGgq  :  for  auujiyi  Jjffars 
this  unfoi^uoa^e  man  ()crivod.  h;«  ^^^i|^  fm\l|ort  frooi 
the  exertions  of  \i\\^  daug^hl^er-  Tq.  UlivA  <;haji^ge$»  i)|e  likc^ 
wife  added  the  care  of  an  orphan,  (even  years  of  age,  the 
child  of  a  deceafed  friend.  It  is.  impoffEbte  notto  paufe  here» 
ttnd  pay  a  tribute  of  rcfpcft  to  the  powers  and  virtuqs.of  this  ad- 

«  This  woikbas  not  yet  HeeaptfbRaed*'*    ' 
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!rtir%bic  female,  manifefted  ahdtfrilifii'dVafrftagts  Too  obvious  to  be 
enumerated;  for  the  obftacles  oppofed  to  thi  efforts  ofwom^n, 
even  in  procuring  an  mi^'v/W/v^/fubfiftenct,  dr6'W6*tt6t)e  eoiiqucfc'd 
but  by  an  energy  and  petfcverance,  Wli^bh  Afe  hAJfS  of  *{\fe\t 
education  are  little  cqilciffa^d  to  infpire.  5fh  (lie  ilite'rvals  of  her 
engagements,  (he  cnjoycTd'  and  profited  by  'the  literaiy  (bcicty  in 
which  ilie  pccafionally  mingled  under  the  hoYpltable  roof  pf  ^lier 
friend  Mr.  Johnfon.  Among  whom  riVay  We  meritibhed,  as  men 
whqfe  friendfliip  the  held  in  high  eftmiatioh,  the  late  Mr. 
Gedrge  Ahderfon,  accountant  to  the  board  of  controul ;  1\fr. 
Boniiycaftle,  ths  tnathemitician ;  Mr.  Fufeil,  the  painter ;' and 
Dr.  George  Fordyce. 

The  literary  cxertrdhs  of  Mary  Wollftohccraft,  though  pro- 
du£kive  of  fome  pecuniary  emolument,  Vadhb't  yet  been  of  ana« 
ture  to  obtain  public  diftin£lion :  her  progrcfshad  been  lilcnt  and 
unambitious;  the  period  now  arrived,  when  her  dafrihg  genius 
aflerted  its  powers  and  aflumed  its  prerogatives.  'Hje  rigid  fel'f* 
denial,  economy,  and  feclufion  of  her  habits,  had  given  to  her 
Originally  fervent  chdrafte'r  a  Undure  of  enttiuliafm ;  brooding 
hi  folUude  over  her  feelings,  tbey  became  paffibns ;  the  fele^  fo« 
crety  in  Which  fhe  fdmetimes  indulged,  was  of  a  nature  to  reufc 
her  emulation,  to  excite  her  intelledt,  and  to  give  what  is  termed 
a  mafcuUne  tone  to  her  underftanding. 

^he  French  revolution,  in  its  commencement  the  admiration 
and  aftonifliment  of  Europe,  formed  a  diftinguifhed  x'ra  in  the 
political  world.  The  prejudices  of  thofe  placed  without  the 
vortex  of  intercft,  by  whom  the  principle  of  free  inquiry  is  ad- 
mitted, and  who  are  accullomed  to  fpeculation,  give  way  without 
diffecolty.  The  high  moral  tone  of  Mary  Wollftonecraft's  fcii- 
timents  induced  her  to  enlift  on  the  fide  of  frqidom  witli  the 
enthufiafm  that  belonged  to  her  chara£Jcr.  The  publication  of 
.  Mr.  Burke's  Refledions  on  the  French  Revolution,  November 
1790,  ftimulated  into  afltion  hfcr  newly  acquired  political  ardourt 
while,  in  a  ftrain  of  impetuous  reafoning  and  ehxjuent  indigna* 
tioh,  (he  combated  the  arguments  of  this  great  champion  of  efta- 
blifhments.  Accuftortlcd  to  rapid  compofition,  hers  appeared 
foremoft  of  the  numerous  anfwers  provoked  by  this  extraordinary 
prcfdoflion,  and  was  received  with  applaufc  by  the  public. 

Ec3  Ajuft 
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A  juft  cqnfideiice  in  her  own  talents*  incttafed  probaUjr  hj 
the  fuccefs  of  this  publication,  now  induced  her  to  eflay  her 
firength  on  a  fubjeA  that  afie£led  her  ftill  more ;  a  fubje£t  which 
ihe  had  keenly  felt,  on  which  Ihe  had  deeply  meditated,  which 
her  fex,  her  fituatioo,  all  the  circumftances  of  her  life,  irre- 
fiftibly  led  her  to  conftder, — A  Vindication  of  the  Rights  of 
Woman.~There  are  few  fituations  in  which  a  woman  of  cul* 
tivated  underftanding  has  not  occafioa  to  obferve  and  deplore, 
the  fyftemattc  vaflalage,  the  peculiar  difadvantages,  civil  .'and 
focial,  to  which  ihe  is  fubjeded,  even  in  the  mod  polithed  (bci- 
eties,.  on  the  account  of  her  fex.  It  might  be  difficult  to  con- 
vince fuch  a  woman,  confcious  of  fuperiority  to  the  majority  of 
men  with  whom  (he  converfes,  that  nature  has  placed  between 
them»  in  what  refpe<^  intelle£tual  attainments,  an  infuperable 
barrier :  (he  would  be,  tempted  to  remind  fuch  partial  reatbners 
of  the  reply  given  to  the  philofopher  who  difputed  the  exigence 
of  motion,  when  his  advcrfary  gravely  rofe  up  and  walked  be- 
fore him. 

It  is  little  wonderful  that  the  magnanimous  advocate  of  free- 
dom, and  th^  opponent  of  Burke,  ihould  throw  down  the 
gauntlet,  challenge  her  arrogant  oppreflfors,  and,  hurried  away 
by  a  noble  enthufiafm,  deny  the  exiAence  of  a  fexual  cha- 
*Ta6lcr. 

In  the  caufe  of  half  the  human  race  die  ftood  forth,  de- 
precating and  expofmg,  in  a  tone  of  impailioned  eloquence, 
th^  various  means  and  arts  by  whicfi  woman  had  been  for- 
cibly fubjugated,  flattered  into  imbecility,  and  invariably  held 
in  bondage.  DiflcAing  the  opinions,  and  commenting  upon 
the  precepts  of  thofe  writers  who,  having  exprefsly  conCdered 
die  condition  of  the  female  fex,  had  fuggeftcd  means  for  its 
improvement,  (lie  endeavours,  with  force  and  acutenefs,'  to 
convi^  them  of  narrow  views,  voluptuous  prejudices,  con* 
tradiAory  principles,  and  felfifli,  though  impolitic  ends*  It 
is  but  juftice  to  add,  that  the  principles  of  this  celebrated 
work  are  to  be  found  in  Catherine  Macauley's  Trea« 
tife  on  Education*  It  may  alfo  be  here  obferved,  that 
in  the  intellectual  advancement  of  womeny  and    their    con* 

fequent 
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fequent  privileges  in  ibctetyy  is  to  be  traced  the  progre&V>f  civili- 
zation, or  knowledge  gradually  fuperfeding  the  dominion  of 
brute-force^ 

A  proda£kion  thus  bold  and  fpirited,  excited  attention  and 
provoked  difcuffion;  prejudices  were  fliocked,  vanity  wounded, 
intefeft  alarmed,  and  indolence  roufed:  yet,  amidft  the  virulence 
of  oppofition,  the  clamours  of  ignorance,  the  cavils  of  fuper- 
ilition,  and  the  mifreprefentation  of  wilful  perverfion,  feeds 
were  fcattered  tliat  promifed,  when  the  ferment  had  fubfided,  a 
rich  and  abundant  harveft.  The  high  mafculine  tone«  fomct 
times  degenerating  into  coarfenefs,  that  charaderizes  this  per- 
formance, is  in  a  variety  of.  paits  foftened  and  blended  with  a 
tendemefs  of  fentiment,  an  exquidte  delicacy  of  feeling,  that 
touches  the  heart,  and  takes  captive  the  imagination.  As  a 
compofition  it  difcovers  conliderable  power  and  energy  of 
thought;  but  in  perfpicuity  and  arrangement  it  muft  be  con* 
felled  to  be  defective:  its  ftyle,  though  frequently  rich  and 
glowing,  is  fometimes  inflated,  and  generally  incorredi.  It  is 
to  be  regretted,  that  the  author*s  intention  of  revifing  and  reme- 
dying thefe  dcfedh  in  a  future  edition,  was  protraAed»  and  ulti- 
timately  defeated.  Its  faults  are  perhaps  to  be  attributed  to  the 
japidity  with  which  it  was  compofedand  committed  to  the  prefs; 
being,  we  are  informed,  begun  and  completed  within  a  period 
of  fix  weeks.  It  would  be  unneceflary  to  comment  on  the 
imprudence  and  impolicy  manifcAed  (whatever  be  the  talents  of 
the  writer)  by  fuch  precipitation.  A  fecond  part  was  promifed 
tp  the  public,  for  which  but  fcanty  materials  were  found,  aitex 
her  deceaie,  among  the  papers  of  the  author. 

In  September  179 it  Mary  WoUftonccraft  removed  from  her 
refidence  in  the  Surry  road,  to  apartments  in  Store-flreet,  Bed- 
ford-fquare.  This  period  of  her  life  appears  to  have  beea  fad- 
dened  by  an  unfortunate  attachment,  that  for  a  time  impeded 
the  progrefs  of  her  mind,  corroded  her  peace,  and  ultimately 
determined  her  to  break  the  chain  of  her  ideas  by  an  entire 
change  of  fituation  and  obje&.  It  is  in  feduiion  only,  and  iii 
characters  of  energy,  that  flrong  pailions  are  generated ;  great 
flruggles  have  a  tendency  to  increaie  them ;  the  enthufiafUc 
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delufion  under  which  Mary  WoUftonccraft  now  fufFered,  never 
operates  but  upon  fufceptibie  xninds ;  its  fedudlions,  in  tempers 
of  extreme  fenfibility,  are  always  dangerous,  and  often  fetal. 

The  affectionate  heart  of  this  admirable  woman  yearned  to 
experience  xhc  lender  charities  of  which  it  was  but  too  exqui- 
fitcly  capably ;  to  have  fulfilled  the  duties  of  wife  and  mother 
would  have  calmed  thofe  feelings  which,  forcibly  fappreifed, 
preyed  upon  herfelf ;  converting  the  natural  and  healthful  pro- 
penfities  of  an  undebauched  mind  into  a  fruitful  fource  of 
angui(h.  .  Sentiments  of  this  nature  fufFer  in  the  delineation ; 
it  is  on  fuch  occafions  that  human  language  appears  coarfe  and 
feeble:  to  the  few  who  can  conceive  thefe  feelings  no  defcrip- 
tion  is  nece£&ry ;  the  attempt  to  paint  them  to  thofe  who  un« 
djcrftand  them  not,  would  be  to  profane  them.  **  That  ro* 
raantic  paffion*  which  is  the  concomitant  of  genius»-^Wbo 
can  clip  its  wing?— -Not  proportioned  to  the  puny  enjoyments  of 
Jife,  it  is  only  true  to  the  fentiment,  apd  feeds  on  itfelf*  The 
paffions  which  have  been,  celebrated  for  their  durability  have 
always  been  unfortunate.  They  have  acquired  ftrength  by 
abfence  and  conftitutionah  melancholy.  The  fancy  has  hovered 
round  a  form  of  beauty  dimly  fccn  *.*'    . 

In  the  clofe  of  the  year  1792  Mrs,  WoUftonecraft  quitted 
England  on  a  totir  to  France,  with  a  view,  as  (he  exprefled 
herfelf  to  a\friend  on  the  eve  of  her  departure,  **  to  lofe  in 
public  happinefs  the  fenfe  of  |>rivate  mifery."  She  profsofed  only 
an  excurfion  of  a  few  weeks,  but  protradled  her  fl^y  in  Paris 
for  more  than  two  years.  During  her  refidence  of  twelve 
months  in  Store-ftreet,  her  literary  ardour  feems  to  have  lan- 
gu'rflied :  (he  -produced  little  bcfide  forpc  articles  for  the  Analy^ 
tical  Review. 

It  has  feldom  happened  that  a  diftempered  mind  has  experi- 
enced relief  from  mere  local  change;  the  flrickcn  deer 
carries  in  its  heart  the  barbed  arrow.  Monfieur  Fillictaz, 
to  whofe  hpufe  in  Paris  Mary  Wollftonecraft  had  been 
invited,    and    whither  Hie   repaired   on   her  arrival,    was   at 
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Aat  period  abfehtl  Alone,  in  a  ftrange  country,  imperfeA- 
ly  acquainted  with  its  language  and  manners,  far  remove! 
from  thofe  familiar  and  intereftVng  objedls,  afTociateA  with  tht 
idea  of  home,  and  to  the  fcnfible  healt  trtdeftrihg  the  ret€)ll«:- 
tion  ;  abruptly  levered  from  cherished  habits  and  cordial  intima- 
cies, a  cruel  languor  took  poffeffion  of  her  fpirits,  while  tlie 
melancholy  tenor  of  her  mind  gave  a  jaundiced  hue  to  the  ob- 
je£fs  that  fiirroundcd  her.  In  thfs  difpofition  the  commenced^ 
in  letters,  a  feries  of  obfervations  on  the  charader  of  the 
French  nation,  which  (lie  foon  afterwards  dircontinued.  One  of- 
thcfe  letters  has  appeared  in  her  pofthumous  worlcs. ' 

In  Paris  Ihe  renewed  her  accjuaintance  wltli  Thomas  Pain% 
whom  ihe  had  previoufly  met  in  London;  while  in  the  friend- 
fliip  of  Helen  Maria  Williams,  then  refident  in  France,  ih« 
experienced  an  agreeable  refourcc,  Furnifhed  with  letters  of 
recommendation  to  feveral  refpciflable  families,  (he  became  ^ 
length  perfinally  acquainted  with  many  of  the  leaders  of  the 
French  revolution;  more  particularly  of  the  Briffotine  party^ 
for  which  (lie  always  exprcfled  a  predilection,  A^arious  acci- 
dents, which  (he  was  accuftomed  to  mentiftn  with  regret,  pre-  ' 
vented  her  from  being  introduced  to  madame  Roland,  the  he- 
roine of  the  Girondifls:  it  is  little  to  be  doubted,  had  the^ 
extraordinary  women  met,  thnt  they  Y'ould  have  felt  the  at* 
traflion,  of  congenial  powers  and  qualities. 

At  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Thomas  Chriftie,   author  of  a  volume 
on  the  French  revolution^  four  months  after  her  arrival  in  Paris 
1792,  fhe  commenced  an  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Gilbert  Imhv* 
a  native  of  North  America,  which  produced  on  her  fubfequent 
life  and  charadJer  important  confequences.     With  thj^  gentle- 
man (he  was  induced  to  enter  into  an  intercourfc  of  the  moft  • 
tender  and  intcrcfting  nature.     To  this  attachment  reafon  and 
(!uty,  as  in,  a  former  indance,  no  longer  feemed  re  be  pppofed. 
In  the  indulgence  of  a  fcntiment  that  foothcd  and  flattered  hor  |   \ 
heart,   flie  was  led  to  a  conciekicin, . thi<t»  without  the  forms,/ 
had  with,  her  all  the  fanf^ity  and  devotedneis  of  a  matrimonial '. 
engagement.     Whatever  w^re  Jiejr  opinioos  on  tbo  (objet^  of, 
marriage,  as  praclifcd  in  European  countries,  where  the  wife, 
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dry  up  thcfe  ^ings  of  pleafiirei  which  gufli  out  to  give  a  frelh- 
ncfs  to  dayj  browncd  by  tare  !'* 

'**  I  have  }^ft  reccifCd  jrtmr  kind  and  rational  lettel-)  fi%d 
vrould  fain  hide  my  fil^e^'  gliding  with  ihalA^fbr  my  folt^.'^^ 
I  wouM  hMe  it  in  y^r  hofomt  if  you  would  again  cptt\  U  to 
me,  And  nefll^  clofeiy  till  yoa  bade  my  fluttering  heart  belHIf, 
by  fayiftg  that  you  forgave  mc.  With  eyes  overflowing .  with 
tears,  and  in  the  humbleft  attitude;  I  intreat  you.— Dh>  not 
tuf tt  from  mc,  for  indeed  I  love  you  fcndly,  and  have  be0a  very 
wretched)  fince  the  nigbti  Was  fo  cruelly  iniit  by  thinking  that 
you  had  no  confidence  in  ni«— **-• 

*'  It  is  time  for  me  to  grow  more  reafonable,  a  few  more  o€ 
thefe  caprices  of  fehfibiiity  would  dedroy  me.  J  have,  in  f»^ 
been  very  mtich  i«difpo(ed  for  a  few  days  paft,  and  the  notion 
that  1  was  tormenting,  or  perhaps  killing,  a'  poor  little  animal, 
about  whom  I  nvh  gro^n  ankious  and  tender,  now  I  feel  it  alive» 
made  mb  worfe.  My  bowvls  have  been  dreadfully  difordered, 
and  every  thing  I  ate  or  drank  difagreed  with  my  ftomach ; 
ftill  I  feel  intimation^  of  ks  exiAence,  though  they  have  been 
fai  liter. 

*•  Do  you  think  that  the  creature  goes  regularly  to  fleep?  I 
^m  ready  to  aflc  as  mknj  queftiong  as  Voltaire's  K^an  of  Forty 
Crowns.  Ah  !  do  not  cdtninue  to  be  angry  with  me  !  Yoti 
|)erceivc  that  I  am  already  fmiling  through  my  tears — You  have 
lightened  my  heart,  and  my  frdzen  (Jrtrtts  are  melting  into 
playfulnefs.*' 

"  I  am  afraid  that  1- have  vexed  you,  my  own  ■■  ,  I 
know  the  quickn'cfs  of  your  feelings — and  t6t  me,  la  the  fince- 
lity  of  my  heart,  aflfare  you,  there  is  nothing  I  Would  not  fuffer 
to  make  you  happy.  My  own  happinefs  wholly  depends  on 
you— ^and,  knowing  you,  when  my  reaf(Jn  is  hot  clouded,  I 
look  forward  to  a  rational  profpeS  of  as  much  felicity  as  the 
•  earth  affords— with  a  little  dafh  of  rapture  into  the  bargain,  if 
you  will  look  at  me,  when  we  meet  againj  as  you  have  fome- 
times  greeted;  yotlr  hrimbled,  yet  mod  affeftionatfe." 

**  Whai  a  pitSure  Have  you  fltetched  of  our  fire-fide  !  Tes, 
my  love,  my  fancy  was  inftaatly  at  work',  and  I  found  my  head 
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on  your  fiiould^r,  whil^  my  ey^^  v^erj^  ^^4  f  i^  tbe  little  qe%»  - 
tjugrcs  that  were  cUiigiqg  ^^bout  yj^^t  knoes^    I  did  not  abrolutel^ 
detercpine  thai  th«».  i^Quld  \)^  C^-rnif  y«u.  have  hot  fg^  yoyi; 
h»si^  Onlbis- round  Wwb^«"   «  r   ♦. 

**  You  h^v^»  t^.your  teuderpefe  .394  worthy, twiftj^dyouf-r 
tyjf  iw?P  aJ|;tf^!ly  roun4  my  heart,-  x\axi  I  fupppffd  ^pffi^k.r-. 
\4(i  |tte  indulge, jtl)e  thought,  that  I  have  thrown.  9utroiT^p,  tCQ- 
i)iil$  t<?i  cjipg  ta  the  elnj  by  which  I  wilh  to  be  fupported  - — This 
J8  taltking  a  new  }anguage  for  me !— But,  knowing  that  I  ani^ 
aet  2t  parafiteiplant,  I  affi  wIUiBg  to  receive  the  proofs  of  affec;* 
tloQ,  th^t  et^y  pulfe  replies^  to,  >a(b^a^^  thinli  pC  beijig  once 
vp^x%  in  the  6ffle  ifeoufe.witji  Y^-^f^  bld^  jop  1 

,."  Your^.trul)?/' 
;.  ^^  Believe.  9if, .  fige^  i}^f^  3fou  Jiavp^fol  (\ifiici^ni;  refpe^  for 
^e  imagintimi-^I  o^mU  {NM^ft  id^oM'in  a  trice  that  k  is  the 
mother  of  fentiment,  the  great  diftioiSioD  of  our  natuiv,.  the 
only  purifier  of  tbo  piifions^ahirtial&  have  a  portion  of  r^fifon, 
and  equal,  if  sot. more  eaquifitc,  firni^s;  hut  no. trace  of  10^17 
^nakton»  •!  W*  of^Ht^ng  ,^(fe,  ap^rs  in  any  of  their  ^^ions. 
The  imf  ujife-  of  t)^  fcn(es»  pafiao^St  if  you  will,  and  the  coa- 
ehifiotisof  weoToa,,  draw  mea  together;  but  the  imagination  U. 
the  Uiie  .fire;,  {l^lQn.iA'om  heavea»  ta  Jintmate  thi$  cold  creature. 
'of  cjayt  prodqciiigaU  thofe  6nefympavhies  that  lead  to  capture, 
BenAerifig  men  flKiaA  by  expanding  tbeiv  hiearts,  inflead  of 
leaving  them  leifure  to  calculate  how  many  comforts  £bciety 
atfbrdi."  .  /  ., 

Thofe  who  can  coldly  regard  the  exquifate  piftnie  wliicb  the 
preceding  extras  a^RcMtd,  will  .  but  wafte  their  labour  m  pe- 
rii&ng  a  safraiiMe  vihich  tliey  aife  \\\\\^  likely  to  icqmprfsbend : 
k  18  not  to  the  titlbuBal  of  their  jtdgmentft  that  fcnUHi^ei^ts  }ike 
lheli»caa  aptpea). 

A  pv0j^  ef  uiiiciAg  SwiteeilaiKU.  whkk  M^v*  WoUAone^ 
cmftr  ha^  Bieditated^  ,wes,  in  the  efaaB|||  of  becpfoipe&s,  relin-* 
qiiiJftiQd;.  bee  refiilence  being  fixed  for  the  preferU  in  Neuilly,.  > 
^^riJbge  three  miles  from  Paris,  where  (he  occulted. apartments 
in  the  houfe  of  a  gardener,  pleafantly  fituated  in  the  midft  of 
his  garden.     In  this  (eclufion.  ihe  planned  and  partly  executed, 
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A  ihoral  and  hifiorical  Vitw  of  ^e  French  Revolution,  one 
▼olume  only  of  which  has  been  given  to  die  public.  From 
motives  of  delicacy  her  iotercourfe  with  Mr.  Imlay,  in  whole 
honour  and  tendemefs  (he  confided,  had  hitherto  been  condoded 
in  privacy;  till,  four  months  after  its  commencement,  they 
were  induced  to  divulge  it,  by  the  decree  of  the  national  con- 
vention refpefting  the  imprifonment  of  the  Ed^ih.  That  the 
engagement  was  held  mutually  facred,  ihe  feemed  to  entertain 
no  doubu,  having  purpofed  to  repair  with  Mn  Imhy  to  fettle 
in  America.  In  confeqnence  of  the  danger  which  now  threat* 
ened  her  as  an  Englifhwonian,  it  was  judged  neceflary  that  fhe 
fliould  bear  the  name  of  Imlay,  and  pafs  as  the  wife  of  an 
American,  for  which  purpofe  a  certificate  Was  granted  by  the 
ambafiador  of  th$  United  States.  Having  thus  publicly  avowed 
their  attachment,  they  thought  it  moft  eligible  to  repair  to  PariSf 
and  refide  under  the  fame  roof. 

Till  the  prefent  period  her  life  had  been  a  feries  of  difficulties, 
Ibrrows,  and  difappointinents,  to  which  her  acute  fenfibility  had 
added  keener  pangs :  the  degree  of  calamity  is  to  be  eftimated 
rather  by  the  fufceptibility  of  the  fufierer,  than  by  tlie  apparent 
magnitude  of  the  event.  There  are  perfens  (to  adopt  the 
language  of  the  writer*  from  whofe  memoirs  the  materials  for 
this  narrative  are  principally  extraded)  '*  endowed  with  the  moft 
exquifite  and  delicious  fenfibility,  whofe  minds  feem  almoll  of 
too  fine  a  texture  to  encounter  the  viciffitndes  of  human  afFairs, 
to  whom  pleafure  is  tranfport,  and  difappointment  is  agony 
indifcribable." 

Such  appears  to  have  been  the  chara6ler  of  this  fingular 
woman.  To  her  afleftions,  leng  forbidden  to  expand  them- 
felves,  exalted  to  enthufiafm  by  conftrainr,  fhe  now  gave  a 
loofe.  Her  ii^enuous  fpirit,  a  ftranger  to  ^liftruft,  had  yet  a 
melandioly  experience  to  acquire  of  the  corrupt  habits  of  man- 
kind. Her  confidence,  her  tendemefs,  was  unbounded,  lavifli, 
ineffable,  combining  the  force,  the  devotion,  the  exquifite  deli* 
cacy  and  refinement»  which  in  minds  of  energy,  the  chaftc 
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habits  of  female  youth  are  calculated  to  infpire.  AMbrbed  in  a 
delicious  tranquiUity,  (he  fondly  anticipated  a  period,  now  ap-  ' 
proochipg,  when  to  the  affedions  of  a  wife  would  be  added  tl^ 
iympathies  of  a  mother :  her  btart  was  fati^d^  poft  (brrows 
faded  from  her  memory,  or  were  recalled  only  to  heighten  by 
contraft  prefent  felicity. 

From  this  ?iGon  of  happinefs  flie  was  awakened  by  the  tem* 
porary  abfence  of  Mr.  L  who,  having  engaged  in  commerce 
was  called  from  Paris,  in  the  following  September,  to  fuperin^ 
tend  the  (hipping  of  goods  from  Havre-de-Grace«  Onoe  more 
left  in  folltude,  a  prey  to  her  own  fenfations,  various  inquietudes 
lacked  her  fouf,  as  (he  vainly  expefted,  week  after  week, 
month  after  month,  the  return  of  him  whofe  j^prehended 
*^  tendeme(s  and  worth  had  twiibd  him  clofely  round  her 
heart/'  The  /erocions  and  fanguinary  temper  which  the  Frends 
government  at  this  period  alTumed,  added  to  her  anxiety  and 
deepened  the  angui(h  which,  in  defpite  of  her  cfFortt,  again 
faflened  upon  her  fpirits.  Her  feelings,  on  the  execution  of 
Briflbt,  Vergniaud,  and  the  twenty  deputies,  were  heightened 
to  indignant  agony.  In  January  1794,  (indifig  the  return  of 
Mr.  Imlay  ftill  uncertain,  (he  took  the  refolutlon  of  quitting 
Paris  (become,  under  the  domination  of  Robefpierret  a  theatic. 
of  blood),  and  joining  him  at  Havre,  From  January  to  Sep- 
tember another  interval  of  domeftic  tranquillity  cnfued,  during' 
which  (he  gave  birth  to  a  daughter,  qn  whom  (lie  beftowed 
the  name  of  Frances,  in  remembrance  of  the  friend  of  her 
youth. 

In  September  Mr.  L  departed  from  Havre  and  repaired  to 
London,  while  by  his  defire  (he  returned  to  Paris,  the  death  of 
Robefpierre  having  put  a  period  to  the  profcriptions  that  had 
(lained  the  revolution  with  the  blood  of  its  moft  meiitorious 
citizens*  Mr.  Imlay  had  promifed  to  rejoin  her,  in  Paris, 
within  two  momhs.  This  expedition,  on  which  (he  fondly 
dwelt,  to  (often  the  pain  of  abfence,  was  fruftrated ;  n^w  in- 
quietudes, conjed^urei,  and  apprehenfions,  protra£led  the  niifery 
of  diiappointment ;  anxiety  was  continually  kept  alive  by  the 
alternations  of  hope  and  fear,  by  fufpenfe  fo  intolerable  to  an 
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ardent  ten^pier;  hcF  viind  liccafQ£  weakened*  her  health  enfee-* 
bled,  her  fortitude  broken,  her  time  and  talents  wafted,  till 
deFpalr  at  length  feized  upon  her  heart.  She  ftruggled  for  a 
ifbUe  to  ^azpofc  upon  herfelf,  to  reprefs  the  convidUons  that 
forced  thecp/elves  upon  ^r,  to  refift  that  humiliating  retra£lioi» 
of  the  judgment^  refpedting  him  on  whoTe  faith  fhe  had  refted 
hcF  future  hopQs,  Avhich  the  fehfible  heart  admits  not  without 
agoay-.  Th^  fabiic  of  rare  fclicitjr,  which  lier  fancy  had  bufied 
itself  .in  ere£Uug,  tottered  to  its  foundation,  tbreatcning  to 
qnwrwhefaio  in  it&  fall  her  dariing  plans.  The  foUowiog  eztra£b 
ftofo  the  kttMirs  publiflied  in  her  PoAhumous  Works,  aflfbrd  an 
aftdtng  and  lively  rq>refentation  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  her 
flund: 

«'  I  havt  been,  my  love,  for  fomc  days  tormented  by  fears, 
that  I  wotild  not  allow  to  aflnme'  a  form — I  had  been  expedting 
jDu  (fatly-^and  I  heard  that  many  veiTels  had  been  driven  on 
ihoie  dtiring  the  late  gale. — Well,  I  now  fee  your  letter— and 
find  thnt  you  are  fiife ;  I  will  not  regret  then  that  your  exer- 
tions have  hitherto  been  fo  unavailing. 


"  Be  that  as  it  may,  return  to  me  when  you  have  arranged 

the  other  matters,  which has  been  crowding  t>n  you.     I 

want  to  be  fure  that  you  af  e  fafe — and  not  feparated  from  me  by 
a  fea  that  m;ift  be  paffed.  For,  feeling  that  I  am  happier  than 
I  ever  was,  do  you  wonder  at  my  fomctimes  dreading  that  fate 
has  not  done  perfecuting  me  ?  Come  to  me,  my  dearcft  friend, 
hufband,  father  of  my  child  T-^ All  thefe  fond  ties  glow  at  my 
heart  at  this  moment,  and  dhn  my  eyes.— With  you  an  inde- 
pendence is  defirable ;  and  it  is  always  within  our  reach,  if  afflu- 
ence efcapcs  us — without  you  the  world  again  apt)ears  empty  to 
me.  hxlz  I  am  recurring  to  fomc  of  the  melancholy  thoughts 
that  have  flitted  acrofe  my  mind  for  fome  days  paft,  and  haunted 
my  dreams." 

**  Stay,  my  friend,  whiirt  it   is  ahjolutely  neceflary. — I  will 
ive  you  no  tentlerer  name,  though  ir  glows  at  my  heart,  unlefs 

you 
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you  come  the  momebt  the  fettling  the  preJifU  oi>je£b  permit.— 
/  do  not  ctmferU  to  your  taking  any  other  journey-* or  the  little 
woman  and  I  will  be  ofF,  the  Lord  knows  where.  But,  as  I 
had  rather  OW0  every  thing  to  your  zSediion^  and,  I  may  add, 
to  ydur  reafon,  (for  diis  immoderate  defire  of  wealth,  which 
Slakes  ■■  fo  eager  to  have  you  remain,  is  contrary  to 

your  principles  of  aflion),  I  will  not  importune  you. — I  will 

If 

only  tell  yon,  that  1  long  to  fee  you-^and>  being  at  peace  with 
you,  I  fliall  be  hurt,  rather  than  made  angry,  by  delays.— 
Having  fuffered  fo  much  ia  life,  do  not  be  furprifed  if  I  fome-* 
times,  when  left  t6  myfelf,  grow  gloomy,  and  fuppofe  that  it 
was  all  a  drean),  and  that  my  faappinefs  is  not  /to  hft.  I  fay 
happinefs,  becaufe  remembrance  retrenches  all  the  dark  ihadea 
of  the  pidure." 

*'  I  will  own  to  you  that,  feeling  extreme  tendemefs  for  my 
little  girl,  I  grow  fad  very  often  when  I  am  playing  with  her, 
that  you  are  not  here,  to  obferve  with  me  how  her  mind  un** 
folds,  and  her  little  heart  becomes  attached  !-— Thefe  appear  to 
me  to  be  true  pleafures — ^and  ftill  you  fuffer  them  to  efcape  you, 
in  fearch  of  what  we  may  never  enjoy. — It  is  your  own  maxim 
to  "  live  in  the  prefent  moment."— ijTj^^a  do — ftay,  for  God's 
fake;  but  tell  me  the  truth — if  not,,  tell  me  when  I  may  ex- 
pert to  fee  you,  and  let  me  not  be  always  vainly  looking  for  you, 
till  I  grow  (ick  at  heart* 

**  Adieu !  I  am  a  little  hurt, — ^I  muft  take  my  darling  to 
my  bofom  to  comfort  me." 

*^  I  do  not  like  this  life  of  continual  irN|uietude— -and,  entrt 
nous,  I  am  determined  to  try  to  earn  fome  money  here  myfelf, 
in  order  to  convince  you  that,  if  you  chufb  to  run  about  the 
world  to  get  a  fortune,  it  is  for  yourfelf — for  the  little  girl  and 
I  will  live  without  your  affiflance,  uhlefs  you  are  with  us.  I 
may  be  termed  proud — fie  it  fo— but  I  will  never  abandon  cer- 
tain principles  of  a£tion/' 

<<  I  confider  fidelity  and  confbncy  as  two  diflinft  things ; 
yet  the  former  is  neceflary,  to  give  life  to  the  other— and  fuch  a 
degree  of  refpeft  do  I  think  due  to  myfelf,  that,  if  only  probity, 
which  is  a  good  thing  in  its  place,  brings  you  back,  never  re- 
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turn !— for,  if  a  wandering  of  the  heart,  or  even  a  caprice  of 
the  imagination,  detains  you— there  is  an  end  of  all  my  hope* 
of  happineis — I  could  not  forgiVe  it,  if  I  would. 

**  I  have  gotten  into  a  melancholy  mood,  you  perceive^ 
You  know  my  opinion  of  men  in  general ;  you  know  that  I 
think  them  fyftcmatic  tyrants,  and  that  it  is  the  rarcft  ^hing  in 
the  world,  to  meet  with  a  man  with  fufiicient  delicacy  of  feeling 
to  govern  deilre.  When  I  am  thus  fad,  I  lament  that  my 
little  darling,  fondly  as  I  doat  on  her,  is  a  girl.— I  an\ 
forrry  to  have  a  tie  to  a  world  that  for  me  is  ever  fown 
with  tliprns." 

*^  You  left  me  indif[x>fed,  though  you  have  taken  no  notice 
of  it ;  and  the  mod  fatiguing  journey  I  ever  had,  contributed 
to  continue  it.  However,  I  recovered  my  health ;  but  a  ncg- 
leSted  cold,  and  continual  inquietude  during  the  lad  two 
months,  have  reduced  me  to  a  ftate  of  weakne&  I  never  before 
experienced.  Thofe  who  did  not  know  that  the  canker-worm 
was  at  work  at  the  core,  cautioned  me  about  fuckling  my  child 
too  long. — ^God  preferve  this  poor  child,  and  render  her  happier 
than  her  mother ! 

**  But  I  am  wandering  from  my  fubjeA.'  indeed. my  head 
turns  giddy,  when  I  think  that  all  the  confidence  I  have  had  in 
the  aSe£lion  of  others  is  come  to  this. — I  did  not  expedl  this 
blow  from  you.  I  have  done  my  duty  to  you  and  my  child  ^ 
and  if  1  am  not  to  have  any  return  of  affedion  to  reward  me,  I 
have  the  fad  confolatlon  of  knowing  that  I  deferved  a  better 
fate.  My  foul  is  weary — I  am  fick  at  heart;  and,  but  for 
this  little  darling,  I  would  ceafe  to  care  about  a  life,  which  is 
now  ftripped  of  every  charm." 

«'  When  I  determined  to  live  with  you,  I  was  only  governed 
by  affe£iion.-^I  would  ihare  poverty  with  you,  but  I  turn  with 
afiright  from  the  fca  of  trouble  on  which  you  are  entering. — I 
have  certain  principles  of  a£Uon :  I  know  what  I  look  for  to 
found  my  happinefs  on. — It  is  not  money. — With  you  I  wilhed 
for  fuflScient  to  procure  the  comforts  of  life — as  it  is,  lefs  will 
do. — I  can  ftill  exert  myfelf  to  obtain  the  neccflarics  of  life  for 
my  child,  and  (he  docs  not  want  more  at  prefcnt.^-^*!  have  two 

or 
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hr  thfte  ..))Iihs  in  my  head  to  earn  our  fubfiftence  \  (dr  do  noT 
fuppofe  that>  hegle£led  by  you,  I  will  lie.undcr  obligations  of- 
a  pecuniary  kind  to  yoii!**-No;  Iwonld  (boner  fobmitto  me*  . 
hial  fervice.— 1  wanted  the  fupport^of  your  afiedioh^^^that  gone^  • 
tAl  is  over  I — I  did  net  thinks  when  I  cOiYiplained  of    ■     ''s 
cbntemptiUe  avidity  to  acx^Umulate  money »  that  he  would  have 
dragged  you  into  his  fchemes." 

**  When  you  firft  entered  into  thefe  plans,  you  bounded 
your  views  to  the  g:iifting  of  a  thoufand  pounds.  It  was  fufficii- 
ct)t  to  have  procured  a  fairih  in  America,  which  would  have 
been  in  independence.  YoQ  find  now  that  you  did  hot  know 
yourfclf,  and  that  a  certain  fituation  in  life  is  rtlore  neceflary  to 
you  than  you  imagined — more  neceflary  than  an  uncorrupted 
heart— For  a  year  ©i"  two,  you  may  procure  yourfcif  whal  yoa 
CaM  pleafure;  eating,  drinking,  and  women;  but,  in  the  foil* ■ 
tude  of  declining  life,  I  (hall  be  remembered  with  regret— ^I  "was 
going  to  fay  with  remorfe,  but  Checked  my  pen, 

**  As  I  have  never  concealed  the  nature  of  tny  COnne^iM 
with  you,  your  reputation  will  not  fuSen    I  fhall  never  have' 
a  confident :  I  am .  content  with  the  appr6bation  of  my  owiu 
Blind ;  and,  if  there  be  a  (earther  of  hisarts,.  mih6  will  not  be. 
defpifed.     Reading  what  you  have  written  relative  to  the  defer* 
tion  of  women,'  I  have  often  wondered  hovy  theory  and  pradlice^ 
could  be. fo  di&rent,  till  I  recolle£ted,  that  the  fentiments  of 
paiIion>  and  the  refolves  of  leafon,  are  very4i{lin£l/* 
•   **  Scci(;ty  fatigues  me  inexpreffii^ly— -So  much  fo,  that  find- 
ing &ult  with  every  one,  I  have  only  reaibn  enough,  to  difco-. 
ter  that  the  fault  is  in  myfelf.     My  child  alone  interelb  me, 
and,  but  for  her>  I  ihould  not  take  any  pains  to  recover  mj^ 
healths 

<^  As  it  is,  I  ihall  wean  her»  and  try  if  by  that  ftep  (to  which 
I  feel  a  repugnance,  for  it  is  noy  only  folace)  I  can  get  rid'pj[ 
my  coDgh.  Pkyficians  talk  much  of  the  danger .attrndti^  anyl 
^mplaint  on  the  lungs,  after  a  woman  has  fuckled  for  fomt 
loontht.  They  lay  a  ftrefs  alfo  on  the  neceffity  of  kee{nng  the 
^ind  tranquil-^and^  my  Godl  how  has  mine  been  iiataficdl 
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ment ;  fhe  had  yet  to  learn  that  fenfuality  hardens  the  heart, 
l>laft$  its  beft  afTedions,  abforbs  it  ia  felfiih  gratification*  ren* 
dering  it  callous  to  every  fentiment  of  jufttce  and  humanity. 
The  roan  on  whofe  principles  her  mind  bad  refted,  with  whom 
ber  imagination  had  aiToci^ted  every  virtue,  forgot  in  the 
blandifhments  of  a  young  a&refs,  frcdti  a  company  of  {boiling 
comedians,  the  facred  duties  of  a  father,  the  tender  endeannents 
of  a  diafte  ine&ble  afie£lion,  that  during  its  influence,  by 
giving  a  temporary  dignity  to  his  charaiSer,  had  concealed  i^ 
groflhefs,  and  impofed  on  the  difceniment  of  a  mind,  with 
which  his  own  had  otherwife  claimed  no  kindred. 

The  ftrength  of  a  paiiion  depends  principally  on  the  imagina- 
tion of  the  pcrfon  upon  whom  it  operates,  that  fketching  a 
grand,  ideal,  pi£lure,  fondly  attaches  itfelf  to  fancied  excel- 
Jpnce,  frequently  aflbciated  by  flight  accidents  to  the  real  quali- 
ties of  its  chjcSt :  yet  the  fentiments  thus  produced  are  not  the 
.1^6  genuine,  nor  the  lefs  in  nature;  however  erroneous,  they 
are  perhaps  among  the  fwecteft  and  the  fublimeft  that  dignify 
the  human  chara£ter :  he  whom  they  have  npver  fubdued  may 
,  hoaft  his  firmnefs  and  demand  pur  refped;  but  it  is  to  the  being 
,  ^cceffible  to  thefe  delightful  fenfibilities  that  all  the  intcrefiii^ 
cffeHion^  fpontaneoufly  cling.     That  enthufiafm  which  confti- 
,  tutes  the  grander  paflions,  is  founded  on  illufion:  dripped  of  the 
glowing  colours  in  which   fancy  defies   them,  what  are  the 
pbjedb  for  which  ambition  wade$  through  fea$  of  blood,  ibr 
which  martyrs,  in  iill  pmfes,   for  all  opinions,  braving  de(lruc« 
tion,  prefs  forward  to  the  fcafFoId  or  the  (lake? 

Exh^ufted  by  contending  paflions,  difguftcd  by  dilappoint- 
ment,  Ipathipg  life,  this  unfortunate  woman  determined  to  die; 
but  her  purpofe,  for  the  prefent,  was  prevented  by  him  who, 
abforbed  in  felfiih  indulgence,  had  fported  with  her  feelings, 
trifled  with  her  exiftence,  and  configned  her  to  anguifh  and  de- 
fpair.  The  wom;^n  whq  loved  him^  to  whom  he  had  volunt^Iy 
given  the  moft  facrpd  claims,  the  mother  of  his  child,  the 
friend  who  fought  tq  ennoble  his  chara^er»  by  |-eviving  in  his 
heart  the  fentiment  that  hs|d  purified  it,  W9S  forgotteq  iq  the  ca< 
prices  of  icofuality* 

Spatghed 
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Snatched  from  the  defperation  of  h^r  own  purpofes,  this  inte« 
refting  woman  once  more  roufed  the  energies  of  her  chaia£ler  in 
the  iervice  of  the  man  w^o  had  transfixed  her  heart  with  an  en- 
venomed arrow ;  the  mzn  for  vfhomjie  had  dared  to  die!  A  com- 
mercial bufinefsin  Norway,  in  which  Mr.  I  was  materially 
concerned,  required  the  prefence  of  ana£ttve  agent :  MaryWoli- 
ilonecr^  generoufly  determined  on  this  occafion  to  rifque  the 
voyage,  accompanied  only  by  a  female  fervant,  and  the  little 
Frances^  from  whom  fhe  could  not  refolve  on  feparating  herfelf. 
This  tour,  for  the  purpofe  of  promoting  the  intereft  of  one'who 
contemned  the  zeal  and  worth  he  was  incapable  of  appreciating, 
gave  rife  to  a  fubfequent  publication,  entitled  Letters  from  Scan- 
dinavia, a  work  that  addrefles  itlelf  to.  the  heart,  and  feizes  on  ita 
aiFeftioni, 

* 

**  I  mm  haraflfed  by  your  embarraflments  (faidfhe.  In  a. private 
letter  addrelled  to  the  fame  perfon),  and  (hall  certainly  ufe  all 
my  efibrts  to  make  the  bufinefs  terminate  to  your  fatisfiiftioa  ia 
which  I  am  engaged. 

**  My  friend^my  deareft  fnend*^— I  feel  my  fate  united  to 
yours  by  the  mod  iacred  principles  of  my  foul,  and  the  yearnings 
of-— yes,  I  will  fay  it-^a  true,  unfophifticated  he^rt/' 

^*  Do  write  by  every  occafion  !  I  am  anxious  to  hear  how 
your  affairs  go  on  ;  and,  ftill  more,  to  be  convinced  that  you  are 
not  feparating  youHelf  from  us.  For  my  little  darling  is  calling 
papa,  and  adding  her  parrot  word— Come,  Come !  And  will 
you  not  come,  and  let  us  exert  ourfelves  ?— I  fhall  recover  all 
my  energy,  when  I  am  convinced  that  my  exertions  will  draw 
us  more  clofely  together." 

^*  Often  do  I  figh,  wjien  I  think  of  your  entanglements  iit 
bufmefs,  and  y(9ur  extreme  reftleflhefs  of  mind.  Even  now  I 
am  almoft  afraid  to  a{k  you,  whether  the  pleafure  of  being  free, 
does  not -over-balance  the  pain  you  felt  at  parting  with  mef 
Sometimes  1  indulge  the  hope  that  you«will  feel  me  neceflary  to 
you— or  why  fliould  we  meet  again  ?— but,  the  moment  after, 
defpair  dafnps  my  fifing  fpirits,  aggravated  by  the  emotions  of 
tenderneis,  which  ought  to  foften  the  cares  of  life.— God  blefc 
you]'* 

Further  extra^S  from  letters  which  (though  they  have  ap- 
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pcared  finoelier  death,  were  not  meant  fbr  the  jpublic  ejre)  can* 
not  fail,  in  this  pla(^9  of  interefting  the  reader. 

<<  The  laft  time  we  were  feparated»  was  a  feparation  indeed 
on  your  p|irt-*Now  you  have  a&ed  more  ingenuouflyy  let  the 
moft  aiFe£tionate  interchange  of  fentiments  fill  up  the  aching  void 
of  difappointment.  I  almofl  dread  that  your  plans  will  prov% 
abortive — -yet  ihould  the  moft  unlucky  turn  fend  you  home  to 
us,  convinced  that  a  true  friend  is  a  treafurc,  I  ihould  not  much 
mind  having  to  ftrvggl^  with  the  world  again.  Accufe  me  not 
<)f  pride— -yet  fometimes,  whjen  nature  has  opened  my  heart  to  its 

author,  I  have  wondered  that  you  did  not  fet  a  higher  value  on 
my  heart." 

**  What  are  you  about  ?  How  are  your  afiairs  going  on  ?  It  may 
be  a  long  time  before  you  anfwer  thefe  queftions.  My  dear  fiiend, 
my  heart  finks  within  me ! — Why  am  I  forced  thus  to  ftruggle 
continuallywith  my  afiedions  and  feelings? — Ah  !  whyarethofe 
atfe&ions  and  feelings  the  fource  of  fo  much  mifery,  when  they 
feem  to  have  been  given  to  vivify  my  heart,  and  extefid  my  ufeful* 
nefs !  But  I  muft  not  dwell  on  this  fuhjedit.  Will  you  not  endea* 
vour  to  cherifli  ail  the  afle&ion  you  can  for  me  ?  What  am  lay- 
ing? Rather  forget  me,  if  you  can — ^if  other  gratifications  are 
dearer  to  vou.  How  is  every  remembrance  of  mine  embittered 
by  diGippointment  ?  What  a  world  is  this  !  They  only  feem 
happy,  who  never  look  beyond  fenfuarcn*  artificial  enjoyments.— > 
Adieu  I"         . 

**  This  is  the  fifth  dreary  day  I  have  been  imprifoned  by  the 
wind,  with  ev6ry  otitward  obje£t  to  difguft  the  fenfes,  and  unable 
to  banifh  the  remembrances  that  fadden  my  heart. 

*•  How  am  I  altered  by  difappointment !  When  going  to 
,  ten  years  ago,  tlie  elafticity  of  my  mind  was  fuffident  to 
ward  ofFwcarineis — ^and  the  imaginatipn  ftill  could  dip  her  bru(h 
in  the  rainbow  of  fancy,  and  Iketch  futurity  in  finiling  colours* 
Now  lam  going  towards  the  North  in  fearch  of  funbeams! 
Will  any  ever  warm  this  dcfolated  heart?  All  nature  feems  to 
frown— or  rather  mourn  with  me.  Every  thing  is  cold— cold 
as  my  expc<aations ! " 

"  My  friend— my  friend,  I  am  not  well— a  deadly  weight  of 

forrow 
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forrow.  lies  heavily  on  my  heart*     I  am  again  tofied  on  the 
troubled  billows  of  life ;  and  oblig^  to  cope  irith  di^cnlties, 
without  being  buoyed  up  by  the  hopes  that  alone  mnder  thent- 
bearable.     "  How  flat,  dull,  and  unprofitable,**  appears  fp  me' 
all  the  buftle  into  which  I  fee  people  here  fo  eagerly  -enter ! 
I  long  every  night  to  go  to  bed,  to  hide  my  melancholy  face  in 
xny  pillow ;  but  there  is  a  canker-worm  in  my  bofom  tbttt  neye^' 
fleeps/* 

**  Believe  me  (and  my  eyes  fill  with  tears jof  tendemefs  as  I 
aflure  you)  there  is  nothing  I  would  not  endure  in  the  way  of 
privation,  rather  than  difturb  your  tranquillity.   If  I  am  fated  to 
be  unhappy,  I  will  labour  to  hide  my  forrows  in  my  own  bofom ; 
and  you  {hall  always  find  me  a  faithful,  aiTeSionate  friend. 

**  I  grow  more  and  more  attached  to  my  little  girl—- and  I 
cherifli  this  afFe<Slion  without  fear,  becaufe  it  mud  be  a  longtime 
before  it  can  become  bitternefs  of  foul.  She  is  an  interefting 
creature.  On  fliip-board,  how  often,  as  I  gazed  at  the  fea,  have' 
I  longed  to  bury  my  troubled  bofom  in  the  lefs  troubled  deep; 
ailerting  with  Brutus,  **  that  the  virtue  I  had  followed  too  far, 
was  merely  an  empty  name  !"  and  nothing  but  the  fight  of  her 
-—her  playful  fmiles,  which  feemed  to  cling  and  twine  round  my 
hearth-could  have  (lopped  me. 

**  What  peculiar  mifery  has  fallen  to  my  (hare !  To  aft  up 
to  my  principles,  I  have  laid  the  ftrideft  reftraint  on  my  very 
thoughts — yes ;  not  to  fully  the  delicacy  of  my  feelings,  I  have 
reined  in  my  imagination;  and  (larted  with  affright  fi-qm  every 

iienfation  (I  allude  to 0,  that,  ftealing  with  balmy  fweetneis 

into  my  foul,  led  me  to  fcent  from  afar  the  fragrance  of  reviving 
nature. 

**  My  friend,  I  have  dearly  paid  for  one  conviftion.  Love, 
in  fome  minds,  is  an  afiair  of  fentiment,  arifing  from  the  fame 
delicacy  of  perception  (or  tafte)  as  renders  them  alive  to  the  beau* 
ties  of  nature,  poetry,  &c.  alive  to  the  charms  of  thofe  evane« 
libent  graces  that  are,  as  it  were,  impalpable — they  muft  be  felt^  • 
|hey  cannot  be  defcribed. 

^f  Love  is  a  want  of  my  heart.  I  have  examined  myfelf  lately 

with 
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with  more  cait  than  formerly,  and  find,  that  to  deaden  is  not  td 
calm  the  mind — Aiming  at  tranquillity,  thave  almoft  deftroyed 
all  the  energy  of  my  foul — almoft  rooted  out  what  renders  it 
eftimable.  Yes,  I  have  damped  that  enthufiafm  of  charadler, 
which  converts  the  grofleft  materials  into  a  fuel,  that  impercep^ 
tibly  feeds  hopes*  which  afpire  above  common  enjoyment.  De- 
spair, ftnce  the  biith  of  my  child,  has  rendered  me  ftupid— foul 
and  body  feemed  to  be  fading  away  before  the  withering  touch  of 

dilappointmeiit." 

*'  1  fhall  not,  however,  complain.  There  are  misfortunei  fo 
great,  as  to  filence  the  ufoal  expreflions  of  forrow.  Believe  roe, 
there  is  foch  a  thing  as  a  broken  heart !  There  are  chara£ters 
whofe  very  energy  preys  upon  them  ;  and  who,  ever  inclined  to 
cheriih  by  refle£tion  fome  paiEon,  cannot  reft  latisfied  with  the 
common  cqmforts  of  life.  I  have  endeavoured  to  fly  from  myfelf, 
and  launched  into  all  the  diflipation  poflible  here^  only  to  feel 
keener  anguilh,  when  alone  with  my  child. 

^'  Still,  could  any  thing  pleafe  me — ^had  not  dilappointinent 
cut  me  off  from  life,  this  romantic  country,  thefe  fine  evenings, 
would  intereft  me.  My  God!  can  any  thing?  and  am  I  ever 
to  feel  alive  only  to  painful  fenfations?  3ut  it  cannot^ — it  fhall 
not  laft  long." 

"  I  am  now  on  my  journey  to    ■  ■  I  felt  more  at  leaving 

my  child,  than  I  thought  I  (hould— and,  whilft  at  night  I  ima* 
gined  every  inftant  that  I  heard  the  half-formed  founds  of  her 
voice, — lafked  myfeif  how  I  could  think  of  parting  with  her  for 
ever,  of  leaving  her  thus  helple(s  ? 

*'  Poor  lamb  !  It  may  run  very  well  in  a  tale,  that  **  God 
will  temper  the  winds  to  the  fhorn  lamb  !'*  but  how  can  I  ex* 
pe&.  that  /he  will  be  fhielded,  v^hen  my  naked  bofom.has,had  to 
brave  coritinually  the  pitileis  ftorm  ?  Yes  \  I  could  add,  with 
poor  Lear — What  is  the  war  of  elements  to  the  pangs  of  difap- 
pointed  afFei^ion,  and  the  horror  artfing  from  a  difcovery  of  a 
breach  of  confidence,  that  fnaps  every  focial  tie ) 

**  All  is  not  right  fomewhere  I — When  you  firft  knew  me,  I 
was  not  thus  loft.    I  could  ftili  confide— fqr  I  opened  my  heart 

to 
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"^to  yoa--«of  this  only  comfort  you  have  deprived  me,  whiift  my 
haf^inefs,  you  tell  me»  was  yotir  £rft  objetSt.    Strange  want  of 

judgment  \ 

**  I  will  not  complain ;  but,  from  the  foundnefs  of  your  un- 
derftanding,  I  am. convinced,  if  you  give  yourfelf  leave  to  re^ 
fled:,  you  will  alfo  feel,  that  your  condufl  to  me,  fo  far  from 
being  generous,  has  not  been  ju(l.  I  mean  not  to  allude  tp 
fadlitious  principles  of  morality  ;  but  to  the  fimple  haCs  of  all 
rediitude.  Hovi^ver  I  did  not  intend  to  argue— Your  not  writ- 
ing is  cruel — and  my  reafon  is  perhaps  difturbed  by  conftaitf 
wretchednefs/' 

'*  Write  to  me  then,  my  friend,  and  write  explicitly.  I  have 
fnffered,  God  knows,  lince  I  left  you.  Ah  i  you  have  never 
felt  this  kind  of  ficknefs  of  heart !  My  mind,  however,  is  at 
prelent  painfully  adive,  and  the  fympathy  I  feel  almoft  rifes  to 
agony*  But  this  is  not  a  fubjedl  of  complaint,  it  has  afforded  me 
pleafure,«»and  reflected  pleafure  is  all  I  have  to  hope  for — if  a^ 
ipark  of  hope  be  yet  alive  in  my  forlorn  bofom. 

**  I  will  try  to  write  with  a  degree  of  compofnre.  I  wi(h  for  us 

.to  live  together,  becaiS'fe  I  want  you  to  acquire  an  habitual  ten- 

derneis  for  my  poor  girl.     I  cannot  bear  to  think  of  leaving  her 

r 

alone  in  the  world,  or  that  (he  fhould  only  be  proteded  by  your 
fenfe  of  duty.  Next  to  preferving  her,  my  moil  earneft  wi(h  is 
not  to  difturb  your  peace.  I  have  nothing  to  exped^,  and  little 
to  fear,  in  life— There  are  wounds  that  can  never  be  healed** 
but  they  maybe  allowed  to  fefter  in  (ilence  without  wincing. 

**  Yes ;  I  (hall  be  happy — This  heart  is  worthy  of  the  blifs  its 
feelings  anticipate — and  1  cannot  even  perfuade  myfelf,  wretched 
as  they  have  made  me,  that  my  principles  and  fentiments  are  not 
founded  in  nature  and  truth.'' 

"  You  tell  me  that  my  letters  torture  you ;  T  will  not  defcrihc 
the  tSe&  yours  have  on  me.  I  received  three  this  morning,  the 
laft  dated  the  7th  of  this  month.  I  mean  not  to  give  vent  to  the 
emotions  they  produced.  .  Certainly  you  are  right ;  our  minds 
are  not  congenial.  I  have  livedjn  an  ideal  world,  and  foftercd 
ientiments  that  you  do  not  comprehend^or  you  would  not  treat 
jne  thu^t  I  am  not,  I  will  not  be,  m^nely  an  objp6t  of  compafflon 

«— adogy 
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*~a  clog,  however  light,  to  teafc  you.  Forget  that  I  cxift :  I 
wiH  never  remind  you.  Something  emphadcal  whifpers.me  to 
put^n  end  to  tliefe  ftruggles.  Be  free — I  will  not  torment,  when 
I  cannot  pleafe«  I  can  take  care  of  my  child ;  you  need  not 
continually  tell  me  that  our  fortune  is  infeparable,  that  you  will 
try  to  xhert/h  tendernefs  for  me.  Do  no  violence  to  yourlclf ! 
When  we  are  feparated»  our  intereft,  fince  you  give  fo  much 
weight  to  pecuniary  confiderations,  will  be  entirely  divided.  T 
want  not  prote£tion  without  afFedlion ;  and  Apport  I  need  not, 
whilii  my  faculties  are  undidorbed." 

**  I  am  weary  of  travelling — yet  feem  to  have  no  home — no 
tefting-phice  to  look  to.— I  am  ftrangely  caft  off. — How  often, 
paffing  through  the  rocks,  I  have  thought,  *'  But  for  this  child, 
I  would  Uy  my  head  on  one  of  them,  and  never  open  my  eyes 
again  V*  With  a  heart  feelingly  alive  to  all  the  afFcdlions  of  my 
na^e— I  have  never  met  with  one,  fofter  than  the  ftone  that  I 
would  fain  take  for  my  laft  pillow.  I  once  thought  I  had,  but 
it  was  all  a  delufion.  I  meet  with  families  continually,  who  are 
bound  together  'by  afleAion  or  principle — S|nd,  when  I  am  con- 
fcjous  that  I  have  fulfilled  the  duties  of  my  ftation,  ^|mo(l  to  a 
forgetfulnefs  of  myfetf,  I  am  ready  to  demand,  in  a  murmuring 
tone,  of  Heaven,  **  Why  am  I  thus  abandoned?'* 

**  By  what  criterion  of  principle  or  afiedioh,  you  term  my 
queftions  extraordinary  and  unneceflary,  I  cannot  determine.«T- 
'You  defire  me  to  decide— I  had  decided.  You  muft  have  had 
long  ago  two  letters  of  mine,  from  — — ,  to  the  fame  pur- 
port, to  conllder.— In  thefc,  God  knows !  there  was  but  too 
jcnuch  aflfe^lion,  and  the  agonies  of  a  diflrafled  mind  were  but  too 
faithfully  pourtrayed  !— What  more  then  bad  I  to  fay? — The 
negative  was  to  come  frbm  you. — You  had  perpetually  recurred  to 
your  promife  of  meeting  me  in  the  autumn — Was  it  extraordi- 
nary that  I  ifaould  demand  a  yes,  or  no  ?— Your  letter  is  written 
with  extreme-  harfhnefs,  coldnefs  I  am  accuAomed  to ;  in  it  I 
find  not  a  trace  of  the  tendernefs  of  humanity,  much  le(s  of 
friendfhip." " 

'*  The  tremendous  power  who  formed  this  heart,  raulj:  have 
forefeen  that,  in  a  world  in  which  felf-intercft,  in  various  ihapes^ 

is 


js  the  prindpal  moViIe,  I  had  Kttle  chance  df  efeaping  rtifcry.— 
To  the  fiat  of  fate  I  fubmit. — I  am  content  to  be  wretched ;  but 
I  will  not  be  contemptible.— Of  me  you  have  no  caufe  to  com- 
plain, but  for  having  had  too  much  regard  for  you — for  having 
expe£led  a  degree  of  permanent  happin^is^  when  you  only  fought 

for  a  momentary  gratification. 

I  am  ftrangely  deficient  inTagacity.--*Uniting  myfelf  to  you, 
your  tenderncft  feemed  to  make  me  amends  for  all  niy  former 
■misfortunes.— On  this  tendernefs  and  afiefiion  with  what  con- 
fidence did  I  reft ! — but  I  leaned  on  a  fpcalr,  that  has  pierced  mc 
to  the  heart.— Vou  have  thrown  off  a  faithful  friend,  to  purfue 
the  caprices  of  the  moment.'* 

**  Do  not  keep  me  in  fufpenfe.-:— I  expedl  nothirig  from  you, 
or  any  human  being ;  my  die  is  caft  ! — ^^I  have  fortitude  enough 
to  determine  to  do  my  duty ;  yet  I  cannot  raifc  my  depreffed 
{pirits,  or  calm  my  trembling  ficart. — That  being  who  moulded 
it  thus,  kno.ws  that  I  am  i^riable  to  tear  up  by  the  roots  the  pro- 
pen&ty  to  afieAion  which  has  be^n  the  torment  of  my  life — but 
life  Will  have  an  end!'* 

"  I  muft  tell  you,  that  I  am  very  much  mortified  by  your 
Continually  offering  me  pectmiaty  aiEftance— and,  '<*on6deri;ig 
your  going  to  the  new  houfe,  as  an  open  avowal  that  you  aban-- 
dbn  me,  let  m6  tell  you  that  I  will  fooncr  perifh  than  recciv* 
9fiy  thing,  from  you^-^nd  I  fay  this  at  the  moment  when  I  am 
difappointed  in  my  firft  attempt  to  obtain  a  temporary  fupply/ 
But  this  eveh  pleafes  me ;  an  accumulation  of  dtfappointments 
and  misfintunes  fe^ms  to  fuit  the  halMt  of  my  mind." 

^  The  grief  I  cannot  conquer  (for  ibme  cruel  rca>Ue&ions« 
never  qiAt  me»  baniibing  almoft  every  other)  I  labour  to  conceal, 
in  total  folkude.-*^My  life,  therefore,  is  but  an  exercife  of  forti«^ 
tude,  continuillly  on  the  ftretch*-^and  hope  never  gleams  in  this 
tomb,  whcr^  I'  am  buried  alive.'* 

**  My  afTeftioD  for  you  is  rooted  in  my  heart.^  know  yoU' 
SM  not  what  you  now  feem— nor  will  you  always  ad,  or  foel,  asi 
fovL  now  4»j  though  I  may  nssrer  bs.  comforted  by  the  change.-**- 
SWn  U,  Fnisy  toy  iraagjs  will  hsumt  yoa.— You  will  Cse  my  palo 

£aco 
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iace-^and  fom'etiifies  the  tean  of  angnifli  will  drop  on  your  hearty 
which  you  have  forced  from  mine, 

**  I  caanot  write.  I  thought  I ^ could  quickly  have  refuted 
aU  your  ingenious  arguments;  but  my  head  h  ooofufed<— -Right 
or  wrongt  I  am  miferable  I 

**  It  feems  to  me,  that  my  conduA  has  always  been  govemecl 
by  the  Ariftell  principles  of  jufticc  and  truth.  Yet,  how  wretched 
have  my  focial  feelings  and  delicacy  of  fentiment  rendered  me  I—— 
I  have  loved  with  my  whole  foul,  only  to  difcover  that  I  had  no 
chance  of  a  return — and  that  exiftence;  is  a  burthen  without  it. 

"  I  do  not  perfe6Uy  underftand  you. — If,  by  the  offer  of  your 
friendfhip,  you  ftill  only  mean  pecuniary  fupport— I  muft  again 
rcjeS  it. — Trifling  are  the  ills  of  poverty  in  the  fcalc  of  my  mis- 
fortunes.— God  blefs  you  !" 

^^  Refentment,  and  even  anger,  are  momentary  emotions  with 
me — and  I  wifhed  to  tell  you  fo,  that  if  you  ever  think  of  me» 
it  may  not  he  in  the  light  of  an  enemy. 

^^  That  I  have  not  been  ufed  well  I  mull  ever  feel ;  perhaps^ 
not  always  with  the  keen  anguiih  I  do  at  prefent-^for  I  be^n 
even  now  to  write  calmly,  and  I  cannot  reftrain  my  tears. 

**  I  am  ftunned  ! — Your  late  ooududt  ftill  appears  to  roe  a 
frightful  dream. — Ah !  alk  yourfelf  if  you  have  not  condefcended 
to  employ  a  I'rttle  addrefs,  I  could  almoft  fay  cunning,  unworthy 
of  you  ?-T-Principlesi  are  (acred  things — and  we  never  play  with 
truth,  with  impunity. 

**  The  expectation  (I  have  too  fondly  nouriihed  it)  of  regain*^ 
ing  your  afFedtion,  every  day  grows  fainter  and  fainter.— Indeed* 
it  feems  to  me,  when  I  am  more  fad  than  nfual,  that  I  fhall  never 
fee  you  more.— Yet  you  will  not  always  forget  mc— You  will, 
ieel  fometh'mg  like  remorfe,  for  having  lived  only  for  yourielf 
-r-and  facrificed  my  peace  to  inferior  gratitications.  In  a  com**, 
fortlefs  old  age,  you  will  remember  that  you  had  one  diiititerefted 
friend,  whofe  heart  you  wounded  to  the  quick*  The  hour  c^  . 
lecolleflion  will  come-  and  you  will  not  be  fiitisfied  to  ad  th^ 
part  of  a  boy,  till  you  fhll  into  that  of  a  dourd^  I  know  thak^ 
your  mind^  your  heart,  and  your  principles  of  ftdion,  are  .alL 

fuperior 
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fop^or  to  your  prcfcnt  condu£b.  You  do^  you  muft,  refpeft 
me — and  you  will  be  forry  to  forfeit  my  cfteem.'* 

Callous  mud  have  been  the  heart  which  letters  like  thcfe 
failed  to  move  !  v 

The  perfon  for  whom,  with  a  fick  mind  and  a  wafted  confti- 
tution,  fhe  was  thus  exerting  herfelf,  had  engaged  to  meet  her 
oil  her  return  from  Norway,  perhaps  at  Hamburgh,  and  to  pafi 
with  her  fome  time  in  Switzerland :  his  promifes  were  faithlefe, 
nnd  her  difappointments  bitter  and  acoumulated.  The  ambi* 
guity  of  his  condu£t  urged  her  to  repair  to  England ;  her  very 
foul  fickeued  from  thefe  protrad;ed  anxities ;  (be  conjured  him 
to  be  explicit  on  the  fubjedl  of  their  future  intercourfe^  but  her 
iblicitude  was  ftill  evaded. 

In  the  beginning  of  Odober,  while  redding  in  lodgings  m 
London,  provided  for  her  by  Mr.  I  ■  ■  >  fh%  at  length  ob- 
tained, through  the  medium  of  a  fervant,  the  certainty  fhe  fought. 
In  the  firft  tunmlt  of  her  feelings  on  this  difcovery,  ihe  repaired 
to  the  houfe  of  the  woman  by  whom  fhe  had  been  fupplantecf, 
where,  meeting  Mr.  I  ■  ,  fome  cruel  explanations  enfued  r 

file  returned  to  her  apartments  in  a  ftate  of  mind  that  mocks 
defcription,  a  ftate  of  jnind  which  it  requires  a  portion  of  her 
i»wh  fenfibility  even  to  conceive.  In  the  agony  of  a  broken 
Ipirit,.  (he  once  more  meilttated  proje£b  of  defperation ;  her 
native  courage  and  lofty  fpirit  mingled  a  fpecies  of  heroifm  with 
the  anguifti  that  had  feized  her:  ihe  abhorred extftence;  (he  per- 
ceived that  the  fervent  charaSer  of  her  foul  had  in  the  purfuit 
af  happineft  led  her  from  illufion  to  illufion,  through  error  into 
oalaroity  i  ihe  had  <^haced  a  phantom,  and  grafping  it,  found  it 
diilblve  in  her  embrace.  She  felt,  with  all  its  pangs,  the  fnJ/iry 
which  the  generous,  ardent,  trufting  fpirit,  treafures  up  for 
itfelf  when  it  **  refts  on  human  love."  From  the  reirofpedl  of 
the  pafi,  her  thoughts  recoiled— over  the  future  a  dark  cloud 
lowered ! — Hope,  a  thoufand  times  fruftrated,  at  length  feemed- 
extinguiflied ;  fortitude  was  exhaufted  byfufiering;  the  tone  of 
her  mind  deftroyed  (as  ihe  believed)  for  ever.  Once  mox^Jhe 
rtfolved  tc  die.  She  addreiTed  on  her  knees  the  man  to  whole 
libertine  habits  ihe  had  become  a  vi^im. 

s 
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'*  I  write  to  you  now  on  my  knees ;  imploring  you  to  tbtid  mf 
child  and  the  maid  with  ■  ■',  to  Paris,  to  he  couiigned  to  the 
care  of  Madame  ■>    ■■     ,  rue  ,  (edbion  de  ■  ■      ■■  Should 

they  be  removed, can  give  their  dire£Uon. 

*^  Let  the  maid  have  all  my  clothes,  without  diflinAion. 

**'  Pray  pay  the  cook  her  wages,  and  do  not  mention  the  cob^ 
feflion  which  I  forced  from  her-— a  little  fooner  or  later  is  of  no 
confequence.  Nothing  hot  my  extreme  flupidity  could  have 
rendered  me  blind  fo  long.  Yet,  whilfl:  you  aflured  me  that  you 
had  no  attachment,  I  thought  we  might  flill  have  lived  together. 
^  ^*  I  fhall  make  no  comments  on  your  conduft ;  or  any  appeal 
to  the  world.  Let  my  wrongs  fleep  with  me  I  Soon,  very  fooa 
ihall  I  be  at  peace.  When  you  receive  this,  my  burning  head 
will  be  cold. 

^*  I  would  encounter  a  thoufand  deaths,  rather  tham  a«  night 
like  the  laft:  Your  treatment  has  thrown  my  mind  into  a  ftate 
of  chaos;  yet  I  am  ferene.  I  go  to  find  comfort,  and  my  only 
fear  is,  that  my  poor  body  will  be  infulted  by  an  endeavour  to 
recal  my  hated  exiftence.  But  I  (hall  plunge  into  t\}t  Thames 
where  there  is  the  lead  chance  of  my  being  fnatched  from  the 

^th  I  feek. 

•*  God  blefe  you !  May  you  never  know  by  experience  what 
you  have  made  me  endure.  Should  your  fenfibility  ever  awake, 
remprfe  will  fin^its  way  to  your  heart ;  and,  in  the  midft  of  bufi- 
nefs  and  fenfual  pleafure,  I  (hall  appear  before  you,  the  vi&tm 
of  your  deviation  from  reAitude. '  ^ 

Quittuig  her  lodging  and  walking  to  the  river  fide,  ihe  en- 
gaged a  boat,  with-  the  deliberate  purpofe  of  plunging  from  it 
into  the  Thames.  On  her  way,  fhe  put  feveral  queftions  to  tlie 
perfon  who  rowed  her,  and  from  his  replies,  was  induced  to  make 
Ibme  change  in  her  plan,  left  its  execution  fhould  be  prevented. 
Having  proceeded  to  Putney,  fhe  there  landed.  Night  drewi^n, 
a  heavy  rain  began  to  fall,  which  fuggefted  to  her  the  idea  of 
walking  till  her  clothes  had  imbibed  the  moifture,  with  a  viev 
of  accelerating  her  defign.  For  half  an  hour  fhe  continued  to 
pace  backward  and  forward,  alone  and  unobferved,  and  at  length 

leaped 
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Icapca  fit)m  the  top  of  the  bri^.  Her  courage  buoyed  her  up ; 
foldii^  her  wet  garments  round  her,  (he  made  efforts  to  fink, 
which  having  cffcfted,  flie  defcribed  herfclf  as  twice  riling 
again  as  from  a  fainting  iit,  to  the  full  fenfe  of  her  fitua- 
tion.  In  thefe  terrible  moments,  while  her  purpofe  remained 
vnihaken,  the  idea  of  her  child  forcibly  obtruded  itfclf,  awaken^ 
ing  all  the  mother  in  her  heart.  To  the  ftruggles  of  expiring 
nature  were  added  the  (Ironger  pangs  of  maternal  tendernefs. 
At  length,  refolutcly  imbibing  the  water  in  large  quantities,  fho 
fuffered  a  fenfe  of  fufibcation,  and  again  funk  to  a  temporary 
oblivion  of  her  woes.  A  confiderable  period  had  elapfed  beford 
ihe  was  obferved  from  the  fhore,  floating  down  with  the  tide, 
and,  by  the  methods  ufually  adopted  on  fuch  occaGoos,  refcued 
from  the  arms  of  death.  Whatever  may  be  the  conclufions  oC 
thofe  who,  with  their  pafiions  at  reft,  calmly  fpeculate  on  the 
propriety  of  fuicide,  or  putting  an  end  to  fenfation  when  become 
an  inlet  only  to  mifery  *,  it  is  impoifible  not  to  admire  the 
courage  with  which  this  unfortunate  woman  cffedled  her  purpofe, 
or  not  to  fympathife  in  the  anguifh  of  a  mind  wounded  **  there, 
where  the  heart  moft  exquifitely  feels." 

Awakened  into  tranfient  remorfe  by  the  confcquences  of  the 

mifery  he  had  inflicted,  even  Mr.  I betrayed,  on  this  af- 

fe6ling  event,  fome  fyniptoms  of  humanity :  procuring  a  phy- 
fician  to  attend  her,  he  prevailed  upon  her  to  remove  from!  her 
lodgings  to  the  houfe  of  a  common  friend;  afluring  her,  **  that 
the  preient  wandering  of  his  affedlions  was  of  a  cafual  nature ; 
fuggefting  the  idea  of  his  return  to  her  to  whom  he  had  given 
more  facred  claims ;  and  of  whofe  faithful  and  difmtcrefted  ten* 
dernefs  he  had  experienced,  alas  I  but  too  fatal  proofs.*^  Thefe 
inCnuations  roufed  once  more  her  languid  faculties :  incapable 
of  fupporting  the  idea  of  a  renewal  of  thofe  uncertainties  which 
had  racked  her  mind,  ftie  was  induced  to  propofe  an  expedient 
not  lefs  romantic  than  extraordinary. 

"  If  we  are  ever  to  live  together  again,  it  muft  be  now.  We 
meet  now,  or  we  part  for  ever.  You  fay,  You  cannot  abruptly 
break  off  the  connexion  you  have  formed.    It  is  unworthy  of 

*  To  the  philofopber,  tht  viaJjUudti  ofl'rf'^f  perhaps,  aftord  the  only  fatisfadtory  ar- 
^wment  on  thisfubje^t. 

G  g  mY 
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my  courage  and  dianAcr,  to  waut  the  viiceitaiii  iffos  ^of  diat 
connexion.  I  am  determined  to  come  to  a  dcciiion.  Iconfent 
Aen,  for  the  prefent^  to  live  with  yon,  aiid  the  woman  to  whom 
yon  have  affociated  yourifclf.  I  think  it  important  that  you 
fhould  learn  habitually  to  feel  for  your  child  the  aAAion  of  a 
.  father.  But,  if  you  rejed  this  propofal,  here  we  end*  You  are 
now.free.  We  wiU  correfpond  no  more.  We  will  have  no  in- 
tercourfe  of  any  kind.  I  will  be  to  you  as  a  perfoa  diat  is 
dead." 

The  impra^cability  of  fuch  a  plan  does  not  zpfeax  imme- 
diatdy  to  have  occurred  to  Mr.  I  ;  but  a  little  oonfidcra* 

tion  induced  him  to  retraS;  a  confent  whidi,  with  a  view,  per* 
haps,  of  foothing  her  feelings,  he  had  haftily  given.  In  \fae 
following  month  he  repaired  with  the  new  objed  of  his  attentions 

to  Paris,  where  he  continued  to  reiide  during  three  months, 
Mary  Wollftonecraft  having  previoufly  fixed  herfelf  in  apart- 
ments in  Finibury-place,  adjoining  jto  the  refidence  of  the 
lady  whofe  frienSly  roof  fhe  had  quitted.  Sedjading  herfelf  from 
fociety,  her  thoughts  inceflantly  dwelling  on  the  circumftanccs 
of  her  defolate  fituation,  nourilhing  in  Her  heart  an  afie^on  yet 
'  unextinguifhed  by  her  fuflfering^,  indulging  in  melancholy  retio« 
fpe^iion,  her  foul's  difeafe  rapidly  undermining  the  ftrength  of 
her  frame,  her  health  feemed  daily  to  decline. 

On  the  return  of  Mr.  I  to  England,  for  whofe  condud 

ihe.was  inceilantly  meditating  excufes,  ihe  determined  on  mak- 
ing one  more  effort  for  an  interview,  flattering  herfelf>  that  his 
prefent  infatuation,  every  way  (as  fhe  conceived)  unworthy  of 
him,  could  not  be  of  a  permanent  nature.  The  interview  ihe 
requefted  was  denied  to  her  with  harfhnefs.  Accidentally  calling 
a  few  days  after  at  the  houfe  of  a  common  friend,  flie  learned 
Aat  Mr.  I  was  at  that  time  in  an  adjoining  apartment, 

engaged  with  a  party  of  gentlemen:  confcious  of  the  re£litude  of 
lier  caufe,  and  emboldened  by  the  fenfe  of  undeferved  injuries, 
fhe  leflfled  the  well-meant  expoflulation  of  her  friend,  who 
would  have  diffuaded  her  from  her  purpofe,  and,  fuddenly  enter- 
ing the  dining  room,  in  which  the  company  vvere  alTeinbled, 
led  her  infant,  now  near  two  years  of  age,  to  the  knees  of  its 

father. 
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father.  C<mfouli<fed  by  her  prefenoedAd  her  courage,  Mr.  I— — « 
retired  widi  hef  to  another  room,  and^  at  her  requeft,  promtfed  to 
meet  her  at  her  lodgings  on  the  enfoing  day.  He  fulfilled  his 
appointment,  and  by  conciliating  language  calmed  tbte  angulih 
of  her  fpirits ;  a  cheering  ray  of  hope  feemed  to  pierce  the  glodm 
that  furrounded  her,  but,  like  a  tranfient  meteor,  after  dazsling 
her  aching  eye  for  a  moment,  it  quickly  diiappearcd.  In  this 
ititerview  be  iVdl  afieded  to  fpeak  of  returning,  after  tlie  wan- 
derings of  libettihifm  (with  a  debauched  mind,  and,  probably, 
a  fhattered  conftitution)  to  repof^  on  the  tried  faith  of  the  only 
woman  whom  he  had  ever  loved  wkk  dijim&iimy  entreating  her  to 
continue  to  bear  his  name,  to  which  no  other,  he  vehemently 
proCefted,  (hotild  ever  have  a  claim.  **  It  was  not  for  the  world 
((aid  flic  in  a  letter  to  a  friend)  that  I  complied  with  this  requdl^ 
but  I  was  unwilling  to  cut  the  gordlan  knot,  or  tear  myfelf  away 
in  appearance,  when  I  could  not  in  reality.'*  The  fucceeding 
day  ihe  left  town,  palling  fome  weeks  in  the  country,  in  the 
hottfe  of  a  female  friend* 

On  her  return  from  this  excurfion,  new  circumftances  occur- 
red, bringing  with  them  a  further  convidion  of  the  duplicity  and 
unwordiinefs  of  the  objeft  for  whom  (he  had  fo  perfeveringly  che- 
rifhed  tendernefs ;  Ihe  refolved  therefore  to  roufe  her  powers,  and 
finally  to  rend  from  her  heart  an  attachment  which  her  reafon  and 
her  principles  equally  contemned-*— an  attachment  now  become 
humiliating  to  her  chara6ler,  and  that  had  but  too  long  been  pro- 
duAive  of  an  immenfe  overbalance  of  pain.  Making  a  laft  effort 
for  freedom  and  tranquillity,  (he  refolutely  fought  to  repel  thofe 
fatal  recoUe£Uons  and  aflbciations  that  had  borne  down  her  fpirit, 
clouded  her  faculties,  and  blafted  her  peace.  She  exerted  her 
talents,  forced  herfelf  into  employment,  changed  the  place  of  her 
reiidence,  and  2ddrefled,y0r  the  lafi  time^  the  man  from  whoie 
^  inftability  flie  had  (b  feverely  fufiered. 

"  It  is  now  finished* -Convinced  that  you  have  neither  re-* 
gard  nor  friendfliip,  1  diliiain  to  tttter  a  teproach,  tbou^  I  have 
had  reafon  to  think,  that  the  **  forbearance"  talked  of  has  noi 
been  very  delicate. — ^It  is,  however,  of  no  confequence»*^I  am 
glad  you  are  fatisfied  with  your  own  conduft. 

G  g  a  "  Tnow 
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*^  I  novt  (elemnly  aflure  you,  that  this  is  an  etefnal  £irewell« 
—Yet  I  flinch  not  from  the  duties  which  tic  mo  to  life. 

"  That  there  is  "  fophiftry  "  on  one  fide  or  other^  is  certain ; 
but  now  it, matters  not  on  which.  On  my  part  it  has  not  been 
a  queftion  of  words.  Yet  your  underftanding  or  mine  muft  be 
ftrangely  warped. 

*f  The  fentiment  in  me  is  ftill  facred.  If  there  be  any  part  of 
xne  that  wiil  furvive  the  fcnfe.of  my  misfortunes,  it  is  the  purity 
of  my  affections.  The  impetuofity  of  your  fenfcs  may  have  led 
you  to  term  mere  animal  defire  the  fource  of  principle ;  and  it 
may  give  zcft  for  fome  yean  to  come.— Whether  you  will  always 
think  fo,.I  fhall  never  know. 

**  It  is  ftrange  that,  in  fpitc  of  all  you  do,  fomething  like  con- 
vi£Uon  forces  me  to  believci  that  you  are  not  what  you  appear 
to  be. 

**  I  part  with  you  in  peace/* 

This  letter,  which  put  a  period  to  the  mod  afflidive  incident 
in  her  life,  was  written  in  March  1796.  However  weakened 
by  her  forrows,  her  zSdve  fpirit  had  not  fufFered  itfelf,  as  in  or- 
dinary cafes,  to  be  engroifed  by  them :  this  capacity  of  exertion, 
in  feafons  of  diftrefs  and  difficulty,  a£Fofds  perhaps  the  ftrongeft 
charafteriftic  of  a  fuperior  mind.  Her  letters  from  Norway  had 
been  written  and  prepared  for  the  prefs,  and  a  comedy  iketched, 
the  ferious  incidents  of  which  turn  upon  her  own  ftory,  withia 
the  laft  ten  months,  during  which  fhe  had  been  twice  prompted 
to  fuicide. 

Hitherto,  in  recording  the  life  of  this  admirable  woman,  me- 
lancholy  has  marked  every  page;  her  hiftory,  with  but  little 
Tariatiori,  has  exhibited  a  train  of  cares,  j^rugglcs,  difappolnt- 
ments,  and  forrows ;  the  review  of  it  inclines  us  to  adopt  the  lan- 
guage of  an  eloquent  writer  * :  **  Of  what  ufe  are  talents  and 
fentiments  in  the  corrupt  wildemefs  of  human  fociety  ?  It  is  a 
fank  and  rotten  foil,  from  which  every  finer  flu'ub  draws  poifon 
as  it  grows.  All  that,  in  a  happier  field  and  a  purer  air,  might 
expand  into  beauty  and  germinate  into  ufefulnefs,  is  thus  con« 
verted  into  henbane  and  deadly  nightfhade.*'*— »The  cloud  that 

•  Godwin's  Caleb  Willluns'. 

had 
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liad  overib^dbwed  her  deftiny  nt  length  began  to  difperfe,  the 
profpefl  brightened,  and  the  fun  of  hope,  difFafmg  his  rays 
through  the  gloom,  flied  over  the  latter  periods  of  her  fife  (of 
which  we  (hall  take  a  brief  view)  a  mild  and  benign  luftre./      ^ 

In  the  beginning  of  April  17 96.  Mrs.  WoUftonecraft.  removed 
to  lodgings  at  Pentonville,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  SomerV. 
town,  in  which  reiided  Mr.  W.  Godwin,  a  writer  of  diftin^- 
guifhed  talents,  the  boldnefs  and  fingularity  of  whofe  fpecula^. 
tions  had  excited  attention,  and  provoked  oppofition,  in  thci 
philofophic  and  literary   world.      Mr.   Godwin  had   cafually 
met  Mrs.  WoUftonecraft  in  a  mixt  company,  previoufly  to  her 
excurfion  to  the  continent,  when,  from  fome  difference  in  their 
principles,  they  parted  with  impreffions  mutually  unfavourable^ 
Their  acquaintance  was  now  renewed,  in  confequence  of  a  meet- 
ing at  the  apartments  of  a  common  friend  *,  who  had  for- 
warded the  interview,  with  a  view  of  removing  their  prejudices, 
and  of  diverting  the  melancholy  of  a  woman  whofe  talents  and 
misfortunes  had  excited  in  her  heart  the  moft  afiei^onate  in* 
tereft.    This  meeting  led  to  a  greater  degree  of  intimacy  between 
the  parties,  to  which  a  friendly  and  confidential  intcrcourfe  gra- 
dually fucceeded,  preparifng  the  way  for  fentim^nts  ftill  more 
cordial  and  tender:  forrow  foftens  the  mind  and irrefiftibly  dif- 
pofes  it  to  the  claims  of  fympathy. 

Embittered  by  undeferved  injuries,  yearning  after  focial  and? 
domeftic  affections,  fo  dear  to  the  fenfible  heart,  fufFering  under 
the  cruelleft  fpecies  of  widowhood,  every  previous  tie  abruptly  dif- 
folved,  darling  aflbciation,  not  gradually  diflevered,  but  rudely 
torn  away  without  a  fingle  pleafing,  recoIle£tion  on  which  to^ 
reft,  imprefted  by  the  intelledlual  eminence,  afteiSled  by  the 
worth  and  kindnefs  of  Mr.  Godwin,  the  fufceptible  mind  of 
Mary  WoUftonecraft  admitted,  almoft  unconfciouily,  wbilo 
firuggling  to  obliterate  the  traces  of  the  paft,  new  imprefliofis,  that 
appeared  to  be  more  worthy  of  her,  while  they  promifed  greater 
ftability.  Six  months  bad  elapfed,  (ince  fhe  had  rerolutely  ba- 
nlfhed  from  her  foul  the  lingering  remains  of  an  attachment 
that  had  at  length  become  incompatible  with  the  refpe^  due  to 

•-  • 

*  The  writer  of  the  prefent  nsmtWe* 
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herfelf.     The  ipGcoIative  ppinions  of  Mr.  ^GQdwin  rexukre^* 
him  adverfe^to  laarri^e ;  thi^  pecuniary  tmhzfrzSm^nt^  of  Mrs^ 
Wpllftonecraft^  it  can  fcayrcely  be  fuppofed,  were  kOkpci ;  new 
ther  can  it  be  betieted^that^'  on  fa<;b  a  fubje^^  a  cQifld  like  her^ 
could  be  capable  of  referve.     Mr.  Godwin  >  in  conddeFaiUoo  of 
the  inconveniences  'which  had  boeh  already  fufiaioed^  and  to 
which,  from,  the  habits  of  fbciety,  th«  wcManwi  he  loved  might 
(Vili  be  expbiiedy  with  a  liberality  which  did  him  bonouv,  waTe4 
his  own  forupleSf  and  gave  to  the  uxhoi^  viHich  (ook  place^ 
between  them  a  legal  fanftion.     Their  marri^e  was  not  imme- 
diately declared^  Mr.  Godwin  indulging  the.  delicacy  of  his  wife, 
who  ihruok  from  becoming  again  a  fubje^l  of  pubKc  diicuEion, 

It  was  now  that  her  exhaufted  heart  began  to  find  repofe,  that 
2X  peace  withherfelf,  (be  diffufed  around  her  the  tranquillity  fbo 
-er>}oyed:  her  ideas  of  rational  happineis  had  ever  been  concen^ 
tered  in  the  circle  of  domeftic  ai9^e£tiQn3;  in  feeking  to  realize  hex- 
planSf  ibe  had  tiU  this  period  been  involved  in  undeferved  ca- 
lumny and  diilrefs ;  to  the  calm  fatisfa£lions  of  nature  and  focial 
agefUon.the  bed  conftituted  minds  are  the  mod  exquifitely  len- 
fible.  Had  the  fenfibility  of  this  extraordinai^y  woman  early 
found  its  proper  obje&s»  foftei)ed  by  the  fympathieSf  and  occu- 
pied by  the  duties  of  a  wife  and  mother,  (he  had  ferenely  purfued 
her  courfe.  The  placid  (Iream^  that  glidii:^  dbrougb  the  mea- 
dows, fertilizes  their  backs,  checked  in  its  oourfe^  becomes  a 
deftruftive  torrent:  thofe  flrong^paflons,  that^  ravaging tlie  miod, 
pffliiS):  and  deform  (bciety,  have  their  origin  in.  oppofition  and 
conftr^nt ;  if  in  this-  way  talent  is-  ibmetimes  generated,  it  ieems. 
to  be  purchafed  too  dear. 

The  laws  of  nature  are  paramount  to  the  cufioms  of  fixnety ; 
its  difbtes  will  not  be  filenced  by  fa£litiou&  precepts.  Thofe  who^^ 
without  guilt  or  imprudence,  find  themielves.  excluded  finom  the 
common  folace  of  their  (pecies,  will  be  led  to  cohfider  the  rca- 

fdnahknefeof  this  privation,  of  which  Its  injtlftte&  lendi  to  ag- 
gravate its  importance.  From  the  enpen&ve  habits  of  fociety, 
and  its  confequent  proffigacy,_a  large  proportion-  of  wometi  are 
dbftined  to  celibacy,  while  their  importance,  tfaeir^  eftablilhment, 
their  plcafurc5,  and  their  rpfpeftjibility,  are  (wi^h  few  excep- 
tions) 
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tioos)  connefi;ed  with  mirriage.  Woe  be  to  thefe  viflims  of 
vice  or  fuperftition^  if,  too  ingenuoas  for  habitual  hypocrifyy  they 
cannot  ftifle  in  the  bottom  of  their  hearts  thofe  feelings  whi^h 
fhoold  conftitute  their  happinefs  and  their  glory :  that  fenfibility, 
ivhich  is  the  ^charm  of  their  (ex»  in  fuch  (ituations  becomes  its 
bittereft  curfe ;  in  fubmitting  to  their  deftiny  tliey  rarely  efcape 
inftdt ;  in  overftepping  the  bounds  prefcribed  to  thcro,  by  a  fingle 
error,  they  become  involved  in  a  labyrinth  of  perplexity  and  dif- 
tre{s«  In  vain  may  reflexion  enable  them  to  contemn  diilinc-* 
tionSy  that,  confounding  truth  and  morals,  poifon  virtue  at  its 
{burc« :  overwhelmed  by  a  torrent  of  contumely  and  reproach, 
a  hoft  of  foes  eocompafs  their  path,  exaggerate  their  weaknels, 
diftort  th^r  principles,  mifreprc^nt  their  adtions,  and,  with  deadly 

^malice,  or  mercile&  2eal,  feek  to  drive  them  from  the  haunts  of 
civil  life* 

Of  the  truth  of  thefe  remarks  the  vindicator  of  female  rights 
bad  not  been  without  aa  experience* 

**  Thofe  who  are  bold  enough  (faid  (he  in  a  letter  to  a  friend) 
to  advance  before  the  age  they  live  in,  and  to  throw  off,  by  the 
force  of  their  own  minds,  the  prejudices  which  the  maturing 
reafon  of  the  world  will  in  time  difavow,  mud  learn  to  brave 
cenfure.  We  ought  not  to  be  too  anxious  rcfpeding  the  opinion 

of  others.—- 1  am  not  fond  of  vindications. — ^Thofe  who  know 
me  will  fuppofe  that  I  afbed  from  principle.— Nay,  as  we  in- 
general  give  others  credit  for  worth,  in  proportion  as  we  pofleft 
it — I  am  eafy  with  regard  to  the  opinions  of  the  iefi  part  of  man- 
kind-—•!  re/1  on  my  own.'* 

Herunion  with  Mr.  Godwin,  though  fan£tionedbyyor;ni  whid^ 
iht  prudent  will  not  lightly  be  induced  to  violate^  did  not  wholly 
exempt  her  from  reproach :  ibme  nice  di{tin<%ons  in  the  circle  of 
her  aajnaintaoce  which  had  at  firft  excited  her  furprite,  not  un* 
mingled  wiCbregret,  were  neverthelefs  quickly  forgotten— a  mind 
like  hers  juftly  retted  on  itfelf.-  More  interefling  hopes  and  fen* 
timents  now  occupied  her  thoughts :  furrounded  by  refpaStaUe 
and  intelligent  friends,  who  knew  how  to  appreciate  her  fini^ 
qualities,  happy  in  the  bofom  of  domeftic  peace,  her  heart  once 
more  expanded  itfelf,  her  genius  refumed  its  tone  and  vigour. 
[  Literary  avocations,  domeftic  pleafures,  and  focial  engagements, 
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occupied  and  diverd^ed  her  time ;  while  flie  anticipated  'with 
pleafure  an  approaching  period,  that,  by  adding  to  her  maternal 
cares,  would  afford  a  new  exercife  to  her  afl^dions. 

**  She  was  a  worfhipper,"  fays  her  biographer  and  hufband  *, 
**  of  domeftic  life.  She  loved  to  obferve  the  growth  of  affefition 
between  me  and  her  daughter,  then  three  years  of  age,  as  well  as 
my  anxiety  refpefling  the  child  not  yet  born.  Pregnancy  itfclf, 
unequal  as  the  decree  of  nature  feems-  to  be  in  this  refpedl,  is  the 
fource  of  a  thoufand  endearments.  No  one  knew  better  than 
Mary  how  to  extract  fentiments  of  exquifite  delight,  from  trifles, 
which  a  fufpicious  and  formal  wifdpm  would  fcarccly  deign  to 
remark.  A  little  ride  into  the  country  with  myfdf  and  the  child, 
hSs  fometimes  produced  a  fort  of  opening  of  the  heart,  a  general 
.expreflion  of  confidence  and  affsdlionate  foul,  a  fort  of  infantine, 
yet  dignified  endearment,  which  thofe  who'  have  felt  may  under- 
fland,  but  which  I  /hould  in  vain  attempt  to  pourtray." 

Refting  not  in  felfifli  and  indolent  enjoyment,  her  a£tive  ta- 
lents ftill  prompted  her  to  various  projefts  of  ufefulnefs.  A 
production  in  which  fhe  liad  for  fome  time  been  engaged,  was 
annotinced  to  the  public  under  the  title  of  The  Wrongs  of  Woman ^ 
being  defigned  to  exemplify  thofe  evils,  afifing  out  of  the  laws  and 
cuftoms  of  civil  inftitutions,  more  peculiarly  appropriate  to  her 
fex — evils  of  which  (he  was  but  too  well  qualified  to  fpeak.  She 
had  likewife  planned  a  feries  of  letters  on  the  management  of  in- 
fents,  to  be  fubjefled  to  the  revifion  of  a  medical  friend,  the  in- 
troduftory  letter  of  which  has  appeared  in  her  podhumous  works : 
alfo  a  feries  of  books  for  the  in(lru6fcion  of  children,  a  fragment 
of  which,  found  among  her  papers,  has  been  fince  publiihed. 
In  the  execution  of  her  novel,  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  from  the 
jketch  which  has  appeared,  that  flie  had  propofed  to  employ  con- 
fiderable  attention ;  aware  of  die  di£Bculties  which  attend  this 
fpecies  of  compofition,  defpifed  by  pedants,  but  in  wihich  to  en-^ 
fure  fuccefs,  powers  of  no  common  order  muft.  combine.  lea* 
prefled  with  this  convidion,  fhe  proceeded  flowiy,  with  frequent 
alterations  and  careful  revifidns.  In  the  former  and  moft'£ni(hed 
part  of  the  work^  the  Story  of  Jemima,  an  abapdoiK4  female 

^  Codwin^s  Memoirs,  &<;• 

infant. 
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infant,  trained  vip  through  oppreffion  and  calacnity;  to  vice  and 
liihmYf  is  conceived  and  executed  with  originality  and  fptrit : 
the  remaining  volumes',  vrhich  appear  under  great  difadvantages^ 
in  a  mutilated  ftate,  feem  to  allude  to  circumftances  in  the  life 
of  the  author:  the  fafourable  change  in  her  fituation,  it  is  not 
improbable,  had  fhe  lived  to  conclude  the  work,  might  have 
dedufted  in  fome  degree  from  its  pathos. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  flattering  pTpfpefts,  fhe  felt  the  period 
of  child-birth  approach  (Wedncfday,  Auguft  30,  1797),  which 
fhe  met  with  her  ufual  fortitude,  and  which  her  native  courage^ 
and  the  favourable  circumftances  attending  her  former  expcii* 
ence,  had  enabled  her  to  anticipate  without  apprehenfion  :  flie 
had  always  entertained  an  opinion,  that  on  fuch  occafions  there. 
>yas  more  propriety  in  receiving  the  aid  of  a  female  praAitioner, 
and  that  notwithftanding  the  defe£ts^  in  their  profeflional  edu- 
cation, their  fkill  was  adequate  to  common  cafes.  Hcr's  dkfor^ 
tunately  proved  not  to  be  a  common  cafe ;  to  a  protradled  delivery 
.  fucceeded  fymptoms  of  a  perilous  nature,  alarming  for  her  fafety 
the  fei^s  and  tenderhefs  of  her  friends.  For  the  few  following 
days  more  promifing  appearances  revived  their  drooping  fpirits; 
op  the  enfuing  Sunday  thefe  flattering  expeSations  gave  place 
to  the  moil  cruel  folicitude.  Every  affiftance  that  medical  flullp 
or  the  tendernefs  of  friendihip  could  fugged  or  afford^  was 
adminiftered  in  vain :  fupporting  her  fufferiugs,  while  fenfibleof 
her  fituation,  with  exemplary  patiei)ce  and  cheerfulnefs,  ihe  lin* 
gered  till  thp  following  Sunday,  September  the  loth,  on  which 
fbe  expired,  twenty  minutes  before  eight  in  the  morning.  It 
did  not  appear  that  fhe  entertained  apprehenfions  of  death  till 
within  two  days  preceding  the  event,  when  fhe  occafionally 
adverted  to  it,  without  feeming  to  dwell  on  the  idea,  her  fa- 
culties at  that  tin^  being  confiderably  impaired.  The  religious 
fentiments  fbe  had  imbibed  in  her  youth,  had  in  them  no  ter- 
rpurs  that  could  difcompofe  a  dyipg  hour;  her  imagination  had 
embodied  images  of  vjfioqary  perfection,  giving  rife  to  afFe£tiona 
in  which  her  fenfibility  delighted  to  indulge.   Her  remains  were 

*  Thefe  defeda  ^hich  are  to  be  regrett^i  it  U  hopedi  will  ]>e  remedied  by  tKe 
Wirdom  ud  delicacy  of  fut^re  gcnerauuns. 

interred 
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ineemd  in  the  church-yard  of  St.  Pancras,  Middfefex,  wba«  a 
plain  moniiment  has  fince  been  eredbd  to-  her  memofy,  bcviog 
the  Iblfawing  infoiption : 

MARY  WOLLSTONECRAFT  GODWIN, 

AUTHOR  OF 

A    VINDICATION 

or  THE  RIGHTS  OF  WOMAN. 

BORN    XXVII    APRIL   MDCCLIX. 

DIED  X  SXPTKMB1.R,  MDCCXCVII. 

Tt  wonld  be  difficult  to  review  the  life  of  this  (ingular  woman 
without  being  impreiled  bf  mingled  ientiments  of  tendemefs  anil 
Tclpeft.  The  fenfe  of  her  errors  (and  who,  with  feelings  as 
acute  and  paffions  as  ardent,  has  not  committed  many  miftakes?) 
is  abferbed  in  ftronger  fympathy  with  her  ii>rrows  and  reverence 
for  her  virtues.  The  quafities  of  her  heart  and  the  attainments 
of  her  nnderftanding  appear  to  have  been  eminently  her  own, 
her  errors  and  her  fufierings  arofe  out  of  the  vices  and  prejudices 
of  others.  The  powers  and  relburces  of  her  mind»  amidft  the 
£fiidvantages  of  her  fex  and  ftation»  Ijieipeak  talents  of  the  higheft 
order;  her  conceptions  were  bold  and  original,  her  freedom  of 
thinking,  and  courage  in  (lemming  popular  opinions,  worthy  of 
admiration.  An  obfirure  individual,  unknown  and  unfupported^ 
iht  raifed  herfelf  by  her  own  exertions  to  an  eminence  that 
excited,  in  an  extraordinary  degree,  public  attention,  and  affoided 
her  a  celebrity  extending  beyond  the  limits  of  the  country  which 
gave  her  birth.  More  than  feminine  fenfibtlity  and  tendemeisy 
pnited  with  mafculine  iftreiigth  and  fortitude,  a  comMnation  as 
admirable  as  rare,  were  the  peculiar  charadieriftics  of  her  mind. 
With  an  unconquerable  propenfity  to  m£vidval  attadiment, 
which,  concentrating  its  feelings,  has  a  tendency  to  narrow  the 
heart,  hcr's  cherifhed  the  mod  expanded  philanthropy,  and 
glowed  with  the  warmeft  benevolence.  She  thought  and  felt 
on  a  comprehenfive  fcaie. 

Should  it  be  alleged,  that  flie  was  unftable  in  attachment,  let 
the  nature,  the  virtue,  and  the  reafonal^Ienti^  of  conftancy  bo 

defined^ 
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defined^  and  kt  the  cifcumftances  in  which  her  afib£tioiii  dung- 
ed their  objed,  be  brought  ta  the  teft.  What  **  fweet  reoieia- 
faracce "  had  fhe,  to  fboch*  *^  wxtib  rirtue^s  kindeft  thoughts^ 
her  aching  breeft,  end  turn  her  fears  to  rapture  *  ?" 

Doubttefi  her  conda£l  was  in  many  inftances  imprudent,  in 
fome  £iulty ;  from  the  caprices  of  leniibility  and  the  inequalkiea 
of  genius,  (he  was  not  exempt :  a  conceffion  humiliating  to  the 
pride  of  talent,  but  from  which  ignorance  and  duUnefe  may  ex- 
tid£k  confblation. 

To  expe£l  any  being  merely  human  fhouU,  in  its  prefent 
ftate,  mingle  with  fociety  untaunted  by  its  cormptions,  is  to  he. 
ignorant  of  the  fympathetic  nature  of  mind:  be,  who  de- 
mands ^#r;/v^/«;f,  betrays  little  knowledge  either  of  hiosielf  or  his 
fpectes:  he,  who  looks  for  it  in  ardent  tempers,  has  At  book  of 
nature  yet  to  learn.  Thofe  who  difplay  eagernefs  in  detefking 
the'weaknefles  of  fuperior  charaders,  would  do  well  to  weigh 
in  the  (ame  balance  their  own  proportion  of  goodoefs  and  gieat* 
nefs.  A  great  chara£hcr,  to  excite  emulation  .  and  roufe  the 
nobler  paffions,  fbould  be  placed  in  ajuft  light  and  a  certain 
point  of  view.  A  habit  of  fearching  for  defeAs  will  infenlibly 
beget  imitation;  he,  who  never  warmed  his  heart  by  the 
contemplation  of  excellence,  will  fcarcely  rife  to  iiduous 
heights. 

Her  own  fex  have  loft,  in  the  premature  fate  of  diis  extra- 
ordinary woman,  an  able  champion ;  yet  (he  has  not  laboured 
in  vain :  the  fpirit  of  reform  is  filently  purfuing  its  courfe. 
Who  can  mark  its  limits  P 

That  fomething  could  be  added  refpefting  the  earlier  progreft 
of  a  mind  thus  gifted,  is  to  be  wiflied  rather  than  expe£ted; 
the  growth  of  intelle£t  and  the-  rife  of  ideas  are  rarely  to  be 
traced.  On  this  fubje<%  we  have  no  authority ;  but  are  inclined 
to  fufpedl,  that,  like  the  majority  of  her  fex,  her  fludies  were 
defultory  and  her  attainments  cafual,  purfued  with  little  method, 
under  the  direAion  of  her  tafte,  or  as  her  feelings  took  the 
}ca4<    It  does  not  appear  that  ihe  was  ac<^uainXed  with  any 

f  ^kenlldc*!  Pleaforct  of  lipaginatloaf 

fcience^ 
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fcience,  or  pretended  to  learning  in. its  appropriate  fenfe  :  her 
knowledge  of  the  French  language  had  been  incidentally  ac- 
quired for  colloquial  purpofes,  and  the  bufinefs  of  tranflation ; 
with  the  latter  view,  (he  had  alfo  applied  herfelf  to  the  German. 
Confiding  in  the  ftrength  of  her  faculties,  and  the  richnefs  of 
her  imagination,  fhe  had  paid  but  little  attention,  even  in  her 
native  language,  to  grammatical  propriety;  an  error  of  which, 
in  the  latter  periods  of  her  life,  (he  became  fully  (enfible.  Her 
mind  probably  owed  its  a<fiivity  to  the  dimcult  circumftances  in 
which  file  had  been  placed,  to  the  force  of  her  paflions>  and  to 
the  early  neceffity  for  the  exertion  of  her  powers. 

Her  perfon  was  above  the  middle  height,  and  well  propor- 
tioned ;  her  form  full ;  her  hair  aiid  'eyes  brown  ;  her  features 
pleafing ;  her  countenance  changing  and  impreffive ;  her  voice 
foft,  and,  though  without  great  compafs,  capable  of  modula- 
tion. When  unbending  in  familiar  and  confidential  con« 
verfation,  her  manners  liad  a  charm  that  fubdued  the  heart. 


RIGHT  HONOURABLE    EDMUND  BURKE. 

Of  'all  the  gifts  of  nature,  or  acquirements  of  education, 
that  of  eloquence  is  perhaps  the  mofl  fafcinatmg,  and  alfo  the 
beft  calculated  to  make  an  inflantaneous  and  powerful  impref- 
Con  on  the  hearts  of  mankind.  It  is  hpNvever  confined,  like 
many  of  the  productions  of  natural  hlftory,  to  certain  favoured 
regions;  for  it  is  to  be  found  only  in  perfe<Slion  in  the  mild 
climate  of  liberty,  as  it  always  fhrlnks  from  the  blaft  ofdefpo-' 
tifm,  and  withers  beneath' the  baneful  frowns  of  a  tyratit.' 
Hiftory,  both  ancient  and  modern',  attefls  this  fail.  We  have 
all  been  told  of  the  luxury  and  refinements  of  Pcrfi^i,  but  her 
orators  are  yet  to  be  named  ;  while  thofe  of  the  Ktt^e  republican* 
flates  of  Greece,  which  fhe  vainly  endeavoured  to  fubdue,  are 
familiar  to  our  ears,  and  cooftitute  the  theme  of  every  fcbool* 

boy. 
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hof.  Before  the  expulfion  of  the  Tarqtiins  we  bear:  but  littlo 
of  Roman  eloquence;  and  until  the memorable^^nteil  between 
Charles  I.  and  his  parUanienty  that  .of  Engl^Mid  hardly  deferves 
to  be  named.  It  was  at  that  .critical  period,  amidA  tlie  ikruggleii 
between  the  liberties  of  the  fubje£t  on^  one  handy  and  the  prero- 
gatives of  a  king  on  the  other,  that  the  elegant  and  flowing 
didlion  of  the  feuate  began  to  be  cultivated  and  efteemed.  But 
its  fplcndouT  was  referved  for  a  more  recent  epoch ;  as  it  was  not 
until  a  civil  war  had  taken  place. between  Britain  and  her  colo- 
nies,  that  our  vernacular  eloquence  attained  its  full  perfeflion! 
It  was  then  that  the  patriot  ardour  of  a  Saville,  the  mafculine 
fenfe  of  a  Barre,  the  epigrammatic  force  of  a  Dunning,  aud 
the  infinuatiDg  addrefs  of  a  Shelburne,  were  exerted  with  un- 
common energy  and  effeft  ;  it  was  then  that  a  Fox  difplayed  a 
vigour  of  intelleS,  joined  to  a  variety  and  a  compafs  of  di(^ion^ 
that  had  never  been  equalled  before  that  period ;  it  was  then  tliat 
a  Burke  txhaufted  all  the  powers  of  a  commanding  genius,  and 
a  claflical  imagination  ;  and  while  the  thunders  of  one  Pitt  yet 
vibrated  on  the  aftonifhed  ear,  the  milder  eloquence  of  another 
captivated  all  hearts,  and  flattered  the  nation  with  the  fond  hope 
that  he  was  deftined  to  furpafs  his  father  both  in  talents  ancf  in 
virtue. 

Edmund  Burke  was  a  native  of  Ireland.*  The  people  of  that 
Hland,  fo  long  curfed  and  difirad^ed  by  religious  feuds,  did  not 
accede  fo  readily  to  the  principles  of  the  reformation  as  their 
neighbours  the  Englifli ;  and  a  decided  majority  are  catholics  at 
this  day.  To  that  clafs  of  men  the  immediate  progenitors  of 
Mr.  Burke  appertained;  but  cither  afluated"  by  the  dread  of 
penal  Aatutes,  and  legal  difabilities,  or,  what  is  far  lefs  probable, 
converted,  by  the  voice  of  perfuafion,  to  the  faith  of  their  oppref- 
fors,  they  conformed  to  the  eftablifhed  church.  Certain  it  is 
that  his  father,  wlio  was  an  attorney  firft  in  Limerick,  and  after- 
wards in  Dublin,  avowed  himfelf  a  proteftant;  for  fuch  was 
the  ungenerous  and  cruel  perfecution  of  the  times,  that  thofe  of 
another  perfuafion  were  ftiut  out  not  only  from  the  public 
oflices  of  the  flate,  but  alfo  from  the  emoluments  of  the  law« 
Edmund  was  born  in  the  capital- January  i^   1730  ;  and,  after 

receiving 


deceiving  a  prefatory  afaoition  in  Ms  ovmn  viciii8g«,  he  Was  fimf 
to  Ballytore*  llotidilig  icbool,  and  pla^  under  the  tuition  of 
Abraham  Shackleton,  a  quaker  of  confidence  celebrity,  on 
whcHU  the  courtefy  of  the  neighbourhood  had  conferred  a  de- 
gree f,  vrhich  his  own  modefty  would  neither  permit  him  to  fo- 
licit,  nor  accept  from  an  univerfity. 

Committed  to  the  care  of  a  mafter  fo  admirably  qualified  fot 
the  important  bulinefs  of  in(lru£lion,  young  Burke  applied  to  hit 
fiudies.  with  commendable  affiduity,  and  became  one  of  the 
numerous  examples  that  might  he  adduced,  to  demonftrate  the 
Jalfehood  of  that  popular  but  dangerous  maxim,  that youn^  nun 
tf  genius  are  always  dejiituic  of  application. 

In  this  feminary  he  laid  the  foundation  of  tiis  knowledge  in 
the  languages  of  antiquity ;  whence  he  was  hereafter  to  borrow 
the  elegance  of  his  ta(le,  and  the  models  and  imagery  of  bis 
eloquence.  From  this  fource  was  alfo,  moft  probably,  derived 
that  love  of  liWty,  which  germinating  at  certain  periods  in  his 
bofem,  fo  often  pointed  his  oratory,  inflamed  his  paffions,  and 
animated  his  fentiments;  which  in  his  bed  days  acquired  him  a 
reputation  almoft  unequalled  in  our  times ;  and  even  after  de- 
clining age,  and  approaching  death,  had  fapped  both  mind  and 
body,  was  at  length  ftifled  rather  than  extirpated. 

At  this  refpeftable  fchool  feveral  years  of  his  life  were  fpent ; 
and  the  attachment  of  the  mafter,  >  and  the  gratitude  of  the 
pupil,  reflet  honour  on  both.  The  forqder  lived  to  fee  his 
fchttbr  attain  a  confiderable  degree  of  reput^ion ;  and  he  oa 
his  ^art  was  accuftomed  to  ipeod  a  portion  of  hi;  annual  vi£t  Xq 
Ireland  at  Ballytore  %.    How  di&rent  this  from  the  ufusd  inter- 

*  courfe 

*  BallytoR,  or,  as  it  is  fometimei  called  Ballitoje,  is  a  Tillage  chiefly  peopkd,  and 
kuilt  by,  ^vaken.  It  is  /itttated  near  Timolin,  oa  the  rirer  GriA  ifi  the  county  of 
KiMare,  and  pfovince  ci  Leinfter. 

f  That  of  Dr.  Shackleton.      ^   '«- 

X  The  foB,  and  grandfon,  of  Abraham  Shackleton,  foceeeded  him  at  Ballytore* 
fchool.  The  Utter  ia  leported  to  be  ftiU  alive ;  and  the  foBowing  eccentric  adYcr* 
tifcment  is  £aid  to  have  been  circolated  feme  time  fince  by  bin ; 
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cowfe  between  perfom  fa  fitttiied?  The  pedasif  often  vicm^ 
the  emancipated  youth,  over  whom  he  has  exerctfed  an  tineoib> 
tndled  dominion,  with  no  frieniJly  eye ;  while  tlie  aflbciatioa 
of  ideas,  conneding  punishment  with  learning,  frequently  pie^ 
fents  to  the  mind  of  the  latter  the  form  of  a  tynmt  «tider  ik» 
vizor  of  an  inftru£tor. 

From  a  provincial  ieminary  Edmund  was  fent  to  the  univer* 
fity  of  Dublin.  Here,*  however,  he  does  not  appear  to  hxot 
diftinguiflied  himfelf  cither  by  application  or  talents.  His  cha- 
rader,  as  a  ftudent,  was  merely  negative.  He  exhibited  no 
fymptoms  of  a  precocious  genius,  obtained  no  palms  in  the 
academic  race,  and  departed  even  without  a  degree.  Durii^ 
this  period,  however,  he  commenced  author ;  and  hisfirft  eflayst 
which  were  of  a  political  nature,  appear  to  have  been  not  oidjr 
iiniavourable  to  liberty,  but  alfo  to  his  country. 

Nations  governed  with  a  mild  and  beneikent  fway  are  al- 
wap  peaceable  and  contented :  for  we  do  not  difoover  in  tb6 
faiftory  of  mankind,  that  ^ny  fixiety  ever  yet  exified  whidi 
aded  in  uniform  Iioftility  to  its  own  happineft^  Now  it 
muft  be  allowed,  that  from  the  time  of.  Elizabeth,  Ireland^  with 
a  few  ihort  intermii&ons,  has  exhibited  an  almoft  continued 
fixne  of  commotion ;  and  the  frequent  concefions,  either  rs« 
iudantly  granted  or  manfully  extorted,  prove  that  her  ftate  w^ 
fuch  as  to  be  in  want  of  melioration.     Soon  after  the  laft  at- 

« 

tempt  for  reftoring  the  houfe  of  Stuart  had  proved  abortive,  in 
confequence  of  the  battle  of  CuUoden,  the  people  feemed  to 
awaken  from  the  flumber  of  ages,  and  meditate  their  enfran- 
chifemeot.     Among  the  patriots  of  that  period.  Dr.  Lucas,  a 

**  BALLYTOkE  BOARDINO-8CHOOL. 

'<  Abrakam  Sbacldeton  informs  his  Iriendi,  and  the  public,  that  being  placei 
guardian  over  the  morals  of  th^  youth  under  his  care*  he  declines,  from  confcientioua 
motives^  to  teach  that  part  of  the  academic  courfe  which  he  conceives  injurious  to 
morals,  and  fubverflve  of  found  principles :  particularly  thofe  authors  who  recomr 
neady  in  feducing  hmguagc,  the  illofions  of  love,  and  the  abominable  trade  olT  war. 
Thde  who  defign  their  fons  for  the  college  will  take  their  meafures  accordingly.  He 
profeiTet  to  fit  youth  for  bufinefs,  and  inftrud  them  in  police  litsratuxe.  His  terma 
^  61.  per  garter :  n«  entrttce  moi^ey  Acmnded."  * 

phyfician 
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fhyQciBn  of  gteat  refpe^bibility,  was  eminent]}^  confpicfUou^; 
'  and  the  people  of  the  capital^  situated  by  gratitude,  returned 
him  one  of  their  members  to  parliament.  Not  cx>ntent  with 
expodng  the  exiftiog  fyftem  of  mifgovemmenty  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  he  publiihed  fevetal  (IridureS  on  the  meaf&res  of  the 
day,  and  became  proverbially  popular. 

ft{r.  Burke,  either  feduced  by  the  profpedl  of  fame,  or 
a&uated  by  motives  that  then  appeared  to  him  to  be  honourable^ 
imitated  the  ftyle  and  manner  of  the  do£tor  with  confiderable 
liiccefs;  and  by  infidioufly  exaggerating  his  principles,  at- 
tempted to  bring  both  them  and  their  ailertor  into  dilgrace. 
The  ftudent  fo  far  fucceeded  as  to  exhibit  his  own  in^e- 
nuity ;  b}it  he  failed  completely  in  the  main  obje<3,  for 
Xyo&ov  Lucas  enjoyed  a  high  reputation  to  the  day  of  his 
death  ♦. 

Mr.  Burke  now  addi£led  himfelf  to  other  purfuits,  particularly 
logic  and  metaphyfics ;  and  is  fa  id  to  have  planned  a  refutation  c^ 
the  fyftems  of  Berkley  and  Hume. .  While  thus  employed  in 
treafuring  up  the  means  of  attaining  a  fpecies  of  celebrityt 
which  far  different  avocations  prevented  him  afterwards  from 
a^iring  to,  he  was  not  inattentive  to  the  grand  obje£l:  of  obtain- 
ing a  fuitable  fettlement  in  life ;  for  his  family  was  not  opulent, 
ana  he  already  panted  after  independence.  He  accordingly  became 
a  cahdl(ute  for  a  vacant  chair  f  at  the  univeriity  of  Glafgow. 
The  immediate  reafoi\  of  his  failure  is  not  dire&ly  known ;  but 

*  This  circuro dance  is  reprefented  in  the  following  manner,  by  a  perfon  who  pro- 
leflet  to  write  the  life  of  Edmund  Burke,  but  appears  to  be  utterly  mnacquaint^d 
with  Dr.  Lucas: 

''  In  the  year  1749»  Lucas,  a  demagogue  apothecary,  wrote  a  numberof  very  darinf 
papers  againft  government,  and  acquirtd  as  great  popularity  at  Dublin,  as  Mr.Wilkcl 
afterwards  did  in  London.  Burlce,  whofe  principal  attention  had  been  direded  to 
more  important  objed^s  than  the  categories  of  Ariftotle,  perceived  the  noxious  ten- 
dency of  levelling  do^rines.  He  wrote  feveral  efl*ays  in  the  Ay]t  of  Lucas,  imitat- 
ing it  fo  completely  as  to  deceive  the  public  :  purfuijig  Lucas'i  principles  to  conle* 
qnences  obvioufly  refulting  from  them,  and  at  the  fame  time  (hewing  their  abfurdity 
and  danger.  The  firft  literary  effort  of  his  mind  was  the  ezpofure  of  the  abfurdity 
^f  democratical  innovation.  This  was  the  Ticinusof  our  political  Scipio."  BiffetU 
Life  •/ Edmund  Burke,  ^»  iS,  19. 

't*  The  profeflbrihlp  of  logic. 

bis 
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Ills  youth  did  not  entitle  him  to  this  advancement ;  and  it  is  net 
at  all  4*n1ikely  that  his  intcrcft  in  Scotland,  and  the  obfcuiit ,  of 
his  name  and  attainments,  werefuch  as  to  afford  him  no  i.iU'»  •:;! 
profpedk  of  facccfs.  On  this  he  repaired  to  the  inetropoLs,  and 
enrolled  his  name  as  a  (Indent  of  the  Inner  Temp!e. 

It  appears  from  his  fpeeches,  his  writings,  and  his  conveifa- 
tion,  that  he  ftudied  the  grand  outline  of  our  muhicipa?  jurif* 
prudenge  with  particular  attention ;  but  it  may  be  djubtcd  wlie- 
ther  he  ever  entered  into  the  minutiae.  Indeed  the  vei  utility  of 
his  talents,  and  his  avocations,  was  but  little  calculated  for  that 
dull  ajid  plodding  circuit  which  can  alone  lead  to  an  i mi- 
mate  knowledge  of  our  laws.  Befides,  if  he  had  bt-en  giUed 
with  the  neceflary  application,  both  time  and  opportunity  wer# 
wanting  :  for  it  is  well  known  that  at  this  perial  of  his  life  the 
"  res  angujia  domus^^  did  not  permit  the  ftudent  to  dedicate 
his  attention  folely  to  this,  or  indeed  to  any  other  fingle  ob- 
;ea. 

The  cxhaufted  ftate  of  his  finance?  called  frequently  for  a 
fpeedy  fupply,  and  inftead  of  perufing  the  pages  of  Brafton, 
Fleta,  Littleton,  and  Coke,  he  was  obliged  to  write  effays,  let- 
ters, and  paragraphs,  for  the  periodical  publications  of  the  day. 
But  if  thefe  purfuits  diverted  his  attention  from  graver  (ludics» 
they  acquired  him  a  facility  of  compdfitioh,  and  a  command  of 
ftyle  and  of  language,  which  proved  eminently  fcrviceable  in 
the  courfe  of  his  future  life. 

His  health,  however,  became  at  length  impaired,  and  a  nerv- 
ous fever  enfued.  This  circumftance  induced  him  to  call  in  the 
aid  of  Dr.  Nugent,  one  of  his  own  countrymen,  a  medical 
man  whofe  manners  were  more  amiable  than  his  pra6lice  was 
extenlive.  This  gentleman,  who  had  travelled  on  the  continent, 
and  was  an  author*  himfelf,  readily  discovered  the  f9urce  pf  his 
malady,  and,  by  removing  him  from  books  and  bufincfs  to  his 
own  houfe.  Toon  efFedted  a  cure.  That  event  is  faid  to  have 
been  haftened,  if  not  entirely  completed,  by  a  phyfician  of  an- 

*  Dr.  N.  publiffaed  «<  The  Grand  Tour,'*  &c.  and  occafiooalljr  aAed  2s  travelling 
tutor  to  fevcral  young  men  of  rank* 

H  h  other 
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Other  kind ;  the  accomplifhcd  daughter  of  his  hoft.  This  lady 
was  deftined  to  become  his  wife ;  ^  circumftaiicc  particularly 
fortunate  for  him,  as  her  difpofition  was  mild  and  gentle,  and 
ihe  continued,  through  a  long  feries  of  years,  and  rf  any  vicifE- 
tudes  of  fortune,  to  ibothe  and  tran^illize  pallions always  violent^ 
and  often  tumultuous. 

Our  ftudcnt  feems  at  length  to  have  determined  once  more  tQ 
endeavour  to  diftinguifti  himfelf  as  an  auihcy,  and  he  accord- 
ingly took  advantage  of  the  death  of  a  celebrated  peer  to  write 
a  work  *  after  the  manner  of  that  noblernan  ;  in  which,  by  ex- 
aggerating liis  principles,  he  (hould  be  enabled  to  bring  them  into 
contempt.  What  he  had  before  attempted  againft  the  patriotifm 
of  Dr.  Lucas,  was  now  again  tried  in  rtrfpeft  to  the  philoibphy 
of  lord  Bolingbroke:  but  it  i^  allowed  on  all  hands  that  thi^ 
effort  alfo  proved  unfuccefaful,  for  the  treatife  in  quefl^ion  was 
/or  a  long  time  configned  to  oblivipn,  and  would  never  have 
been  heard  of,  had  it  not  been  refufcitated  by  his  future  fame. 
Another  performance  made  ample  amends :  his  **  Effay  on  the 
Sublime  and  Beautiful  "  attracted  a  high  degree  of  reputation, 
and  acquired  him  cpnfiderable  celebrity  as  a  man  of  letters.  In 
addition  to  the  profits  of  the  publication,  he  is  faid  on  this  ocCa- 
lion  to  have  received  a  prefent  from  his  father  ef  one  hundred 
pounds  f.  But  his  circumftances  muft  have  been  greatly  embar- 
rafled  about  this  time,  as  he  was  obliged  to  fell  his  books;  and 
furely  nothing  but  the  extremity  of  diftrefs  could  have  forced  a 
man  of  letters  to  fuch  a  meafure. 

Th^  work  we  have  juft  mentioned,  having  an  immediate  re- 
lation to  tafte,  excited  a  dcfire  in  fir  Jolhua  Reynolds,  even 
then  at .  the  head  of  his  profcffion,  to  become  acquainted  with 
Mr.  B.  and  a  friendfhlp  enfued  which  contir^ued- uninterrupted 
during  the  life  of  the  painter,  and  was  unequivocally  teflified 
'  by  a  handfome  bequefl  in  his  will.  Dr.  Johnfon  alfo  fought 
and  obtained  an  intimacy  with  him,  and  he  now  becarpe  the 
conftant  freqqenter  of   two  clubs,  compofed  of  fome  of  the 

moil  celebrated  men  of  that  day  %• 

A  literary 

*  A  Vindication  of  Natural  Society.  f  Biflfet'sLifa  of  Ed.  Burke>  p.  36. 

^  One  0/ theft  met  at  the  Turk's  Hc&d  tavern  ia  Gerrard-ftreet,  aad  conC fted  of  the 

following 
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A  literary  work  on  a  new  plan,  firft  fuggefied  in  1750,  andty 
ibiTiG' attributed  to  the  Dodfleys,  anJby  others  to  Mr.  Burke,  be- 
came, for  fomc  time,  a  confidcrable  fource  of  emolument  to 
him.  This  was  called  the  "  Annual  Regifter;'*  a  publication 
that  foon  obtained  confiderable  celebrity,  and  of  which  he  had 
the  fuperintendancc  for  feveral  years. 

He  was,,  at  length,  called  off  from  his  literary  labours  by  avo- 
cations of  a  far  different  kind.  A  gentlenian  who  afterwards 
derived  the  cognomen  of  **  Angle  fpcech  Hamilton,"  from  a 
celebrated  oration,  having  been  appointed  fecretary  to  the  lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland,  invited  his  friend  Mr.  Burke  to  accom- 
pany him  thither ;  this  offer  he  readily  complied  with*  and  al- 
though he  a£led  in  no  public  ftation,  and  performed  qo  fervices 
Co  that  then,  as  now,  unhappy  country,  he  was  rewarded  with 

following  mcmben  :  Dr.  Johnfon,  Mr.  (afterwards  fir  Jo/kua  Reynolds),  Dr,  Gold- 
(mith,  MrkTophamBeavijclcrc,  Dr^  Nugent,  Sir  John  Hawkins,  Mr.  Bennet  Lang* 
ton,  Mr.  Chamier,  Mr.  Garrick,  and  Mr.  Burke. 

The  other  aflfembled  at  the  St.  Jatoe&*s  coffee-houre,  and  Itefidcs  many  of  the  above, 
wai  comfofed  of  the  following  menabers :  Mr.  Cumberland,  Dr.  Douglas,  the  prefent 
|>ifliop  of  Salilbury,  Dr.  Bernard,  dean  of  perry,  Mr.  Richard  Burke,  Mr.  William 
Burke,  Mr.  Hiokey,  &c.  Dr.  GoldOnitb,  who  was  Mr.  Burke*s  contemporary  at 
Dublin  college,  was  a  member  of  both,  and  wrote  the  epitaphs  of  thofe  who  com* 
pofed  the  latter.  That  on  Mr.  B.  has  often  been  praifed.  The  part,  howeter, 
in  which  be  terms  him  *^  too  caoI"  for  a  patriot,  appears  iroAicaJ  at  the  preient 
poiuent* 

I 

<<  Here  lies  our  good  Edmund,  whofe  genius  was  fucb, 
«  We  fcarcely  can  praife  it,  or  bbme  it  too  much} 
^<  Who,  bom  for  the  Univerfe,  nanow'd  his  mind, 
*<  And  to  party  gave  up  what  was  meant  for  mankind^ 

*^  Though  fraught  with  all  learning,  yct  draining  hts  throat, 
**  To  pcrfuade  Tommy  Townihend  to  lend  him  a  vote  \ 
^<  Who  too  deep  for  his  hearers  ftill  went  on  refining,         ' 
'<  And  thought  of  convincing,  while  they  thought  of  dining  \   ' 
*^  Though  cq&al  to  all  things,  for  ail  things  unfit, 
'<  Too  nice  /or  a  ilatefman,  too  proud  for  a  wit^ 
<'  Tcr  aftttrwt  tcocoeli  for  a  drudge  difobedieat; 
'<  And  too  fond  of  the  rigbtf  to  purfue  the  expedient, 
"  In  fhort,  *twas  bis  fate,  unemployed  or  in  place,  fir, 
«  sTo  eat  mutton  cold,  and  cut  blocks  with  a  ra^or.'' 

^  h  a  a  penfioa 
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a  pcnfion  of  306I.  per  annum,  which  he  foon  after  difpofcd  of 
for  a  fum  of  money  *. 

On  his  return  to  England  he  amufcJ  himfclf,  as  ufual,  with 
literary  compofitioh.  A  feries  of  Eflays,  written  by  him  in  a 
nftwfpaperf,  which,  at  one  time,  obtained  great  celebrity, 
attrafted  the  notice  of  the  late  marquis  of  Rockingham  ;  and 
Mr.  Fitzherbcrt,  a  member  of  parliament,  and  father  of  the 
prefent  lord  St.  Helen's,  in  confequence  of  this  circumftance, 
introduced  him  to  that  nobleman.  From  this  moment  he  was 
dedined  to  become  a  public  man,  and  to  dedicate  his  fludies,  his 
eloquence,   and  his  pen,   to  politics. 

Lord  Rockingham  having  proved  more  compliant  than  the 
earl  of  Chatham,  the  former  nobleman  was  brought  into 
power,  and  fcated  on  the  trcafiiry  bench.  On  this  occafion  he 
felefted  Mr.  Burke  as  his  private  fecretary,  an  office  of  no 
power  and  very  little  emolument,  but  wiiich  naturally  leads  to 
both.  As  it  was  now  neceflary  he  fhould  have  a  feat  »n  pailia- 
inent,  altliough  it  cannot  be  fuppofcd  that  he  was  legally  quali- 
•  fied  in  refpedt  to  property,  he  applied  to  lord  Vei  ne> ,  who  was 
patron  of  Wendovcr,  a  borough  at  that  time  »:cpcndenron  him, 
and  principally  occupied  by  his  tenants  By  confttuonts  of  this 
dcfcription  the  private  fecretary  of  a  firft  lord  of  the  trcafury 
was  inftantly  nominated;  and  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that 
the  fame  men,  who,  during  the  period  of  his  opulence,  would 
have  returned  his  horfe^  had  he  been  prcfented  as  a  candidate 
with  a  chrljlian-name^  a£lual]y  cfpoufed  the  caufe  of  fortune 
againft  his  lordfhip*  and  at  the  latter  part  of  his  life  refufed  to 
return  their  quondam  mafter ! 

*  Soon  tfcer  hi«  rehiris  all  political  connexion  with  Mr.  Hamilton  ceafed  \  but  we 
trud  that  the  motive  was  more  honourable  than  that  ailigned  by  a  late  biographer,  in 
confequence  of  informar.on  derived  **  from  an  intimate  friend  of  both,  a  member  of 
the  prefent  parliament.**  On  finding  Mr.  H.^s  abilities  unaccompanied  by  that  degree 
ofinduf^ry  which  leads  to  fuccefsi  <<  he  (Mr.  B.)  wrote  a  letter,  the  fokftance  of  which 
was  an  czpoltuUtion  concerning  Hamilton's  indolence  \  reminding  him  that  be  him" 
JtlJ  had  a  growing  fa'Kify  to  maintain f  and  muji  turn  bis  taltnti  t9  tvbat  voould  bt  v^tful\ 
and  on  that  account,  that  hi  muft  ^ol'iticaUy  ajfoiiatc  tcitb  men  of  more  affivf  exertim.*^ 

^  The  Public  Advcitifcn 

Having 
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Having  thus  obtained  a  feat  in  1765^  he  prepared  to  fit  him- 
felf  for  his  new  fituation.  He  was  aheady  provided  with  all  the 
ncccflary  talents,  and  was  only  deficientjn  the  forms  of  hufinefe, 
and  the  facility  of  exprefSng  his  fentiments  before  a  puHlic  au- 
dience. The  firft  of  thefe  was  inaftered  by  fedulous  attention  ; 
and  as  to  the  fecond,  if  we  are  to  give  credit  to  thofc  who  pre- 
tend to  be  intimately  acquainted  with  this  period  of  his  life,  he 
overcame  all  difficulties  by  a  previous  initiation  elfewhere.  In 
ftiort  he  had  acquired  celebrity  at  the  **  Robinhood,"  before 
he  attempted  to  fpcak  in  the  Britifii  fenate,  and  vanquifhed  an 
icloquent  **  baker"  ere  he  began  to  cope  with  the  great  orators 

« 

of  the  nation. 

Holding  a  confidential  place  under  the  Rockingham  admi* 
hiftration,  he  of  courfe  fupported  all  its  meafures.  A  formoj* 
miniftry,  anxious  to  Increafe  its  influence  by  means  of  ihcreafed 
impofts,  had  conceived  the  idea  of  taxing  America  through 
the  mediAim  of  a  parliament  m  which  ftie  vv^as  not  reprefented. 
Having  attempted  to  carry  this  into  cfFefl  by  means  of  th6 
famous  "  ftam^  aft/*  the  Americans,  alarmed  at  what  they 
conceived  to  be  a  flagrant  violation  of  every  principle  of 
the  Engllfh  conlVitution,  made  fuch  a  fpirited  refiftance  to  the 
mcafure  tliat  it  was  abandoned,  and  the  Rockingham  party 
readily  confented  to  the  repeal.  Under  the  pretext,  however^ 
of  vindicating  the  honour  of  the  crown,  they  unfortunately 
propofed  and  carried  the  "  Declaratory  Aft,"  by  mean*  of 
which,  although  the  original  fcheme  had  been  abandoned,  the 
principle  on  which  it  was  built  was  aflerted  anew,  and  a  foun- 
dation laiJ  for  all  the  miferies  that  afterwards  enfued.  But  if 
this  fliort-lived  adminiftration  deferred  no  great  credit  on  this 
occafion,  it  is  entitled  to  confiderable  praifc  on  account  of  other 
parts  of  its  conduft;  for  it  repealed  the  cyder  aft,  procured 
a  declaration  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  condemning  the 
fcizure  of  papers,  and  a  refolution  againft  general  warrants. 
The  firft  of  thefe  afforded'  great  relief  to  fuch  of  the  counties 
as  cultivated  orchard  grounds,  and  the  two  l«t(l  were  called 
for  by  the  criminal  conduiSl  of  their  predeceCTors  in  refpedl  to 
Mr.  Wilkes. 

Hh3  On 
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On  retiring  from  office  they,  however,  did  not  carry  ^uch 
popularity  along  with  them,  ^s  lord  Chatham  and  his  friends, 
who  in  fome  meafum  monopolized  the  public  favour,  were  en- 
truftcd  with  the  management  of  affairs  for  a  fhort  time;  and  it 
is  extremely  probable  that  they  would  have  funk  into  negledl, 
had  not  America  be«n  driven  into  refiftance. 

It  now  fell  to  the  lot  of  lord  North  to  enforce  the  fcheme 
which  the  Grenville  party  had  projcdled,  and  wiflied  to  carry 
boldly  into  execution  ;  which  the  Rockingham  adminiftra- 
tion  had  by  an  unaccountable  blunder  at  once  annihilated 
and  recognifed,  and  which  they  afterwards  manfully,  and  at 
length  fuccefsfuUy  oppofed. 

This  forms  the  moft  brilliant  epoch  of  Mr.  Burke's  life.  He  was 
hoftilc  to  the  expulCon  of  Mr.  Wilkes  ;  an  aft  which  the  houfe 
of  commons  aft«rwards  refcinded  from  its  records.  On  the  applica- 
tion  of  the  diffentcrs  for  relief,  he  took  up  their  caufc,  and  cxprcffcd 
his  refenkDent,  in  very  animated  terms,  againft  that  mifguided  po- 
licy, w^ch  permits  all  thofe  not  within  the  pale  of  e(labli(h-> 
ment  to  enjoy  liberty  lefs  by  right  than  by  connivance  *.     But 

perhaps 

*  On  Febraary  iS,  X773,  fir  Harry  Houghton  moved  for  kaTe  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  Relief  of  Froteftaot  Difleniers  in  the  Article  of  Subfcripti«n.  This  wan 
vehemently  appofed  by  fir  Wm.  Bjgot  on  two  grounds  ;  firft,  becaufe  the  penal  lawt 
a^ainft  fuch  of  the  diffenters  as  did  not  fubfcribe  were  never  put  in  force;  and 
fecondly,  bccaufe  he  believed  that  the  attempt  to  fyt  afide  the  thirty-nine  artickt 
was  agitated  with  a.defign  unfavourable  to  ChriAianity.  The  reply  of  Mr.  B\uke  wat 
nearly  as  follows:  ^ 

*<  1  propofey  firj  taking  notice  of  what  fell  from  the  honourable  gentleman's  lips, 
ccnfidered  in  a  two*fold  point  of  view.  He  advanced  the  following  pofitions! — 
Thatthe  diflfenters  enjoyed  liberty  by  connivance  j  and  that  toleration  was  anartack 
upon  Chrillianity.  The  dtlTenters  enjoy  liberty  by  connivance  ?  My  good  fir}  what 
fort  of  liberty  is  this?  IVhaty  Jir,  IsRberty  ty  connivance,  but  a  temporary  rtlaxAtun 
cf  fiavery  t    Is  this  a  fort  of  liberty  calculated  for  the  meridian  of  England  ?' 

*<  Montefqiiieu  places  liberty  in  an  exemption  from  ftxt*  Are  perfons  who  enjoy 
it  by  connivance  only— are  they  exempt  from  fear,  and  divefted  of  apprehcniioa  ? 
To  talk  then,  fir,  of  a  conuivaaee^  is  to  talk  of  a  ttmptrtry  fyfpcnfion  ef  tyraxry. 
You  are  defiroui  to  keep  the  rod  hanging  over  the  diffenters*  heads,  at  the  very  in- 
ftant  you  afTurfc  them  they  fliall  never  fmtrt  under  its  Itripes.    Why  then,  at  once, 

not  fet  their  hearts  at  rcft>  by  removiiQ  the  inpfndisg  danger?    Why  not  ideafe 

them 
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perhips  tlie  riobleft  part  of  his  conduft  confifted  in  his  fteady 
and  uniform  oppofition  to  the  American  war,  and  his  marked 
and  declared  hoftility  to  the  abettors  of  it.  His  fpeech  againft 
the  •*  Bofton  Port  Bill"  was  one  of  the  moft  charming  fpe- 
Cimens  of  oratory  tliat  had  ever  been  exhibited  in  the  Britiih 
fenate;  and  on  the  19th  of  April,  I774»  on  a  motion  for  the 
repeal  of  the  tea  duty,  he  difcovered  fuch  talents,  that  an  old  and 
refpeftahle  meiilber*  exclaimed,  *'  Good  God!  what  a  matt 
is  this  ! — How  could  he  acquire  fuch  traufcendent  powers  f  ?'* 

V  And 

them  from  tke  dread  of  thof«  penal  ftatutes,  rhe  cruelty  of  which  fo  fiiocks  your 
genrroui  nature,  that  you  think  it  incumbent  on  you  to  declare  they  never  Ihall  be 
puc  ia  exe«.uti'on?  The  ^jeftlon,  fir,  aofwerft  \\ii\iy  and  to  cavil  at  iCa  propriety^  U 
to  carp  \t  truth,  and  elude  convi£^ioo« 

<'  As  to  what  the  honourable  gentleman  let  fall  concernin]$  toleration  bein^  an  at* 
tack  upon  Chrilliaiiity,  it  is  aa  aif-rtion  fo  c  )ntrary  to  truth  and  hiftary^  that  It 
fcarcely  ftaods  in  n.fcJ  of  refutation.  By  tuleration  Chnftlaoity  ftjur'.ih^d.  While 
the  Ealiiern  and  Weftern  churches  were  tolerant  they  were  illullrtoiyh  they-  were 
Venerated  \  they  were  held  in  facred  eftimatlon.  When  the  Romifh  cMrch  fet  afide 
its  toleration,  and  had  recourfe  to  threatenings,  fliughter,  and  perfecu^ohs,  com* 
tnotlons  enfutd  \  ecclefiaftical  anarchy  prevailed  \  and  the  kingdom  of  darknefs  was 
cre&ed  on  the  ruins  of  Chnllianity.  Inftead  of  combating  the  common  foe* 
Chriftians  combated  each  other.  Inftead  of  taking  ar.-ns  ajalnd  the  grand  deceivers^ 
they  ftrov?  by  every  dcceptious  art  to  hinfs  and  torment  thofe  whom  they  ought  to 
have  cheriflied  and  loved  aa  brethren.  In  -Aort,  the  want  of  toleration  has  lefTened 
the  number  of  beiieveVs  \  and  for  that  reafon  1  would  have  all  proteftants  united,  that 
iwe  may  be  better  enabled  to  make  a  common  caufe  againft  infidels  of  every  denomi- 
nation* ' 

«  The  church  o^  England^  fir,  has  not  a  firmer  friend  than  myfelf.  I  wifli  h 
alluftriotts*  I  wifli  her  Head  may  reach  that  heaven  to  wrhlch  flie  would  eondud  us ; 
but  I  would  aifowiih  her  family  aa  numerous  as  poITibie.  I  would  wifh  a  brotherly 
afi^edion.to  prerail  among  her  ofi^spring*  I  would  have  Chiriilians  united.  1  would 
have  there  join  in  every  attempt  to  crufii  the  powerii  of  darknefs,  and  trample 
under  foot  the  foe  to  Ood  and 'man.  Like  a  mother,  tender  of  her  children,  I 
would  have  the  church,  with  wide-?xtended  arms,  receive  in  her  bofom  ever/ 
believing  fonj  not  with  unnatural  auftexity  reproach  her  oiFsprng,  and  drive 
them  to  feck  for  eafe>  for  pieafure,  and  for  comfort,  in  the  harlot  l^p  of 
infidelity.** 

*  I«ord  John  CavendiA. 

^  This  fpeech  abovnds  vith  the  effufions  of  gen!us>  and  difplayt  nany  fine  falliei 
•f  wit,  as  well  as  feveral  mafterly  delineations  of  puWic  charafters  \  but  the  fubjeA 
ttff  If  is  often  loft  in  thf  fplendour  that  furroonds  it ;  and  tc  ttay  be  «bjeded,  that  he 

Hh  4  too 
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And  when   in   r^ply  to  another  who  had  (aid,  "  That  the 
Americans  were  our  children,  and  it  was  horrible  to   revolt 
,    againd  their  parent  !'*  the  orator  uttered  the  following  paflage, 
the  whole  houfe  was  ele£lrificd : 

-  "  They  are  our  children,  it  is  true  ;  but  when  children  a(k  for 
bread,  we  are  not  to  give  them  a  ffone. — When  thofe  chiMreri 
of  ours  wifii  to  affimilate  with  their  parent,  and  to  refpe£t  the 
beauteous  countenance  of  Britifh  liberty,  arc  we  to  turn  to  them 
the  (hameful  parts  of  our  conftitution  ?  Are  we  to  give  them 
our  weaknefs  for  their  ftrength  ;  our  opprobrium  for  their  glory ; 
and  the  flough  of  flavery,  which  we  are  not  able  to  work  off,  to 
fcrvc  th^m  for  their  freedom  ?" 

One  of  Mr..  Buike's  chief  opponents  in  this  memorable  debate 

•  « 

too  o/Ven  brings  himfelf  and  hit  friends  into  the  foreground  of  the  pidure,  asi/thej, 
and  not  the  Ameticant,  had  been  the  principal  objcds. 

"  On  this  bufipefs  of  America,  I  confefs  I  am  ferioos,"  fays  he  at  the  conclufiooy 
<<  even  tojadnty,  I  have  had  but  one  opinion  coaeerning  it  ilnce  1  fat,  and  before  I 
fat  in  parliarnent.  The  noble  lord  (lord  North)  will,  as  ufual,  probably,  attribute  the 
part  taken  by  me  and  my  friends  in  this  buGnefs,  to  a  defire  of  getting  his  place.  Let 
him  enj'^y  the  happy  and  original  idea.  ]f  I  deprived  him  of  it,  I  fliould  take  away 
inoft  of  his  wit,  and  all  his  argument  But  I  had  rather  bear  the  brunt  of  all  his  wit, 
and  indeed  hi^^vs  much  heavier,  than  iland  anfwerable  to 'God  for  embracing  a  fyftem 
that  tends  to  the  dcftruAion  of  fome  of  the  very  bc(t  and  faireft  of  his  works.  But 
I  know  the  map  of  England  as- well  as  th^  noble  lord,  or  as  any  otherperfon;  and  I 
know  that  the  way  I  take  is  not  the  road  to  preferment.  My  ez^Ilent  and  honour- 
able friend  under  me  on  the  floor  (Mr.  Djwdefwell),  has  trod  that  road  with  great 
toil,  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  together,  and  he  has  not  yet  arrived  at  the  noble 
lord's  dcilination.  However,  the  tracks  of  my  worthy  friend  arc  thofe  I  have  ever 
^  "wiihed  to  folbw  $  becaufe  I  know  they  lead  to  honour.  Long  may  we  tread  the 
fame  road  together,  whoever  may  accompany  us,  or  whoever  may  laugh^at  us  on  our 
journey,** 

In  the  courfe  of  this  celebrated  oration  Mr.  Burke,  after  recapitulating  all  the 
tranfa^iont,  and  referring  to  the  correfpondence  of  miniftert  rcfpe6fcing  America, 
Oiade  thefolk>wing  emphatical  and  folemn  declaration  \ 

**  I  will  be  content  to  be  declared  infamous,  if  I  do  iMt  ta  the  laft  hour  of  my 
life,  at  all  times,  in  all  places,  and  upon  all  o<;cafions,  exert  every  power  with  which 
I  either  am,  or  cvcz  ihall  be,  legally  invefted,  in  order  to  obtain  and  maintain  for  the 
continent  of  America,  that  fatisfadion  which  I  have  been  authorif^d  to  promife  this 
4ay»  by  the  confidential  fervanta  of  our  gracious  fovereign,  %»b$  to  ay  cetta'ai  imW' 
kdge  rata  bis  honour' fi  highf  tkat  be  Vfwld  rjtber  part  with  bltcrg^n  tban pri'ffrve  it  by 
dcctU:*  '  . 

was 
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was  Mr.  Weddcrburne,  now  lord  Loughborough,  who  had  left 
the  oppofition,  and  accepted  the  place  of  (blicitor-general ;  but 
this  was  amply  compenfated  by  the  acceflion  of  a  youthful  orator, 
who,  fpurning  the  trammels  with  which  he  had  hitherto  been 
furrounded  and  befet,  ftarted  indignant  from  the  trcafury  bench, 
and  ranged  himfelf  on  the  fide  of  his  country.  Althougli  Mr. 
Fox  and  Mr.  Burke  had  often  broken  a  lance  with  each  other, 
in  the  "  wordy  war,"  from  oppofite  fides  of  the  houfe,  they  npw: 
united  in  the  moft  cordial  bonds  of  friendfhip,  and  it  had  been 
Jbappy,  perhaps,  for  their  country,  and  for  themfclves,  if  names 
which  fo  long  fhared  the  joint  applaufe  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
had  glided  down  the  ftream  of  time  together. 

On  the  diflbhition  of  a  parliament  which. had  inilifted  fo  many 
miferies  on  its  country,  Mr.  Burke,  who  had  hitherto  reprefentcd 
Wendover,  as  the  nominee  of  Lord  Verney,  was  now  eledled  for 
Malton,  by  the  appointment  of  the  marquis  of  Rockingham.  A 
circumdancc  occurred,-  however,  about  this  period,  which  afFordcd 
him  the  profpedl  of  being  refcued  from  fuch  an  ignominious  de- 
pendence, and  tended  to  render  the  fenator,  who  was  always  talk- 
ing of  freedom ,^<?^  himfelf. 

The  city  of  Briftol,  the  merchants  of  which  had  become  rich 
by  the  commerce  with  America,  were  likely  to  fufFer  by  its  inter- 
didiion.  This  confidcration  alone  rendered  many  of  them  hoflile 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  miniftry  ;  but  nobler  and  more  exalted 
motives  actuated  the  bofoms  of  others,  particularly  the  quakers, 
diflenters,  and  othej  fedlarifts,  who  were  moved  by  zeal  againfl 
oppreflion,  and  a  love  of  liberty  imprinted  on  their  minds  by  a 
conftitution  which  had  remained  until  then  inviolate.  Grati- 
fied by  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Burke  in  behalf  of  civil  and  religious 
freedom,  they  put  him  in  nomination  for  their  city,  and  fent  into 
Yorkfhire,  to  rcqueft  his  immediate  perfonal  attendance.  After 
confulting  with  his  patron  concerning  an  offer  fo  flattering  and 
unexpe£ted,  accompanied  at  the  fame  time  with  affuranccs  mod 
pundlually  fulfilled,  thai  he  Jhould  he  put  to  no  expence  whatever^ 
he  immediately  fet  out  for  the  weft  of  England,  and  found  that 
no  lefs  than  three  candidates  had  ftarted  before  him.  The  firft 
was  lord  CJarc,  afterwards  lord  Nugent,  one  of  the  former  repre- 

ientatives, 


ientatires,  whole  unpopularity  was  fuch,  that  he  (bon  difcovcre^ 
the  ncceffitjr  of  rcfigning  all  his  pretentions ;  two,  therefore  (Mr. 
Cruger  and  Mr.  Brickdale\  only  remained  in  the  field,  and  th<i 
former  of  thefe,  like  Mr.  Buika  himfelf,  was  averfe  to  a  rupture 
with  America.   - 

The  new  candidate  did  not  appear  on  the  hiiftings  until  the 
afternoon  of  the  fixth  day's  poll,  on  wKich  occafion  he  addrefTed 
tlie  eteftors  in  a  very  able  fpeech,  admirably  calcalated  for  the 
cccafion.  He  began  by  expreffing  a  modeft  diffidence  of  his  own 
abilities,  and  a  hizh  opmion  of  the  important  trud  they  were 
sQembled  to  confer.  He  then  boldly  declared  himfelf  hollile  ta 
a  conteft  with  America,  and  afTerted,  that  England  had  been  ren-* 
dered  flourirtiing  by  liberty  and  commerce,  the  firft  of  which  was 
dear  to  his  heart,  while  the  latter  had  been  a  favourite  obje<^  of 
his  ftudies,  both  in  its 'principles  and  details  *. 

This  harangue  was  well  received -by  the  eleAorr,  the  cQn-> 
tdl  proved  propitious  to  his  wifhes,  and  when  the  fherifis  haj 

•  tt  Bot  tboqgh  Mr.  Burke  appeared  fo  fincere  in  hii  panegyrics  oa  trade,  and  fo 
snbitious,  at  he  pretended,  to  derive  authority  and  fvpport  from  the  reprefentativn  of 
m  great  commerdaivcity,  yet  no  man  had  in  his  heart  fo  deeply  rooted  a  cbncempTfor 
the  chancer  and  profeiSon  of  .a  merchant.  He  had  imbibed  alt  the  prejudicea  of 
the  old  Romans  with  refpcA  to  trade :  the  words  mercbant  and  tbkf  always  appeared 
to  him  nearly  fynonymous;  and  he  never  covld  fq>trate  the  idea  of  commerce  from 
that  of  rxchtfion,  monopoly,  and  avarice* 

«  Do  not  talk,  to  me,**  fald  he  once  in  the  hoofe  of  commons,  *<  of  the  liberality 
•Bd  patriotifm  of  a  merchant;  his  God  is  his  gold— -his  country  his  invoice-— his  deik 
his  altar— his  ledger  his  bible-^js  church  his  exchange-^*and  he  haa  faith  in  none 
kttt  his  (anker.** 

<*  la  conVerfing  with  his  moft  intimate  friends  he  often  amufed  himfelf  with  turning 

into  ridicule  the  narrow,  contraded  ideas  of  the  generality  of  merchants ;  and  faid,  it 

was  jttft  as  abfnrd  for  the  citisf  ns  of  Briftol  to  choufe  a  merchant  for  tdeir  reprcfcnttw 

'  live,  as  it  would  be  in  the  peopls  of  Birmingham,  had  they  the  right  of  faffragCi  to 

lend  a  fmith  to  parliament.  ^ 

<*  By  way  of  illat^ration,  he  ufed  to  relate  the  cirmmftaoce  of  his  having  made  t 
weU  received  fpeech  from  the  huttings  of  Briftol,  when  poor  Crugek,  ftanding  by 
bis  fide,  but  roafter  of  no  other  language  than  the  ihort  Toeabularjr  of  the  compting* 
boufe,  cried,  « I  fay  ditto  tp  Mc«  Burke-»I  Cay  ditt9  to  Mr.  Burke.** 

••  Here  wu  a  fellow,"  obferred  the  oratorio  «  fit  to  be  trufied  with  the  defence  of 
the  deareft  righu  and  interefte  of  a  great  nation,  and  at  a  crifis  too,  which  required  the 
«tmoft  combioatlOB  of  wifdom  and  ulcnrs.** 

M'Cormck't  Mm.  •ftbt  JLigU  JSbi.  Sdmtmd  Jlitrke,  p.  164. 

8  notified. 
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notified,  at  the  clofc  of  the  poll,  that  he  and  Mr.  Cniger  were 
ele£led,  he  made  the  mod  brilliant  addrefs  on  the  occafion  that 
had  ever  been  heard  within  the  walls  of  a  city  celebrated  rather 
for  its  opulence  than  its  eloquence. 

"Mr.  Burke  immediately  returned  from  his  new  conftitucnts  to 
parliaixicnty  with  incrcafed  vigour,  reputation,  and  zeal.  Thecarl 
of  Chatham,  having  failed,  notwithftaiiding  his  reputation  for 
wifdom,  in  an  attempt  to  adjuft  the  troubles  of  the  c6lonies  by 
means  of  a  conciliatory  bill  introduced  by  him  into  the  houfe  of 
peers  for  that  purpofe,  the  criminal  obiVmacy  of  the  minillry 
now  became  apparent  to  every  one.  This  circumdanco,  which 
would  have  appalled  an  inferior  man,  did  not,  however,  difcou- 
rage  the  member  for  Briftol  from  a  fimilar  attempt  in  another 
place;  and  accordingly,  March  22,  1775,  he  brought  forward 
his' thirteen  celebrated  propofitions,  which  were  intended  to  clofc 
the  fatal  breach,  and  heal  all  the  differences  between  the  mother 
country  and  her  colonies. 

He  began  by  affcrting,  that  the  plan  about  to  be  fubmitted  to 
their  confideration,  was  founded  on  the*  fure  and  folid  bafis  of 
experience ;  for  neither  the  chimeras  of  imagination,  abftraA 
ideas  of  right,  nor  general  theories  of  government,  ought  to  be  at- 
tended to  on  fuch  an  occafion  as  this.  Governments,  he  ob- 
ferved,  to  b:  pradlicable  and  beneficial,  (liould  be  adapted  to  the 
feelings,  habits,  and  opinions  of  the  governed,  for  without  this 
every  fcheme  of  rule  would  prove  ineffeflaal,  and  even  dan- 
gerous, as  defpotifm  itfelf  mud  bend  to  circumflances  and  fitua- 
tions. 

Difclaiming,  therefore,  every  confideration  of  r/jA^,  he  wiihed 
to  contemplate  the  whole  merely  as  an  objedl  of  policy.  Withr  , 
out  inquiring  whether  they  had  a  right  to  render  their  people 
fliiferable,  he  would  afk  whether  it  was  not  their  intered  to 
make  them  happy  ? — and  indead  of  arguing  with  the  lawyen, 
what  they  could  do^  he  deemed  it  more  confonant  to  the  principles 
of  reafon,  humanity,  and  judice,  to  confult  rather  what  they  ^ 
might  to  do  in  an  emergency  like  the  prefent  ? 

After  obferving  that  the  colonies,  as  they  had  hitherto  been 
govej-ned,  were  living  monuments  of  the  wifdom  of  ourancedors, 

he 


he  took  a  ^icw  of  their  origin  an  J  progrefs,  their  ardent  love  of 
liberty*,  the  aftonifliing  growth  of  their  population,; the  rapid  in- 
creafe  of  their  commerce  f,  filherics,  and  agriculture.     He  then 

pointed 

♦  •<  In  tBc  charaQcr  of  the  Americans,  a  fere  of  freedom  is  the  predomtnatiiig  fea- 
ture whith  marks  and  difVingi/ilhes  the  i/fhole  t  and  as  an  ardent  is  always  a  jealous 
affeflion,  yotrr  Colonies  become  fafpicious,  reiiive,  and  untradsable,  whenever  they 
,    fee  the  leaft  attempt  to  wrell  from  then^  by  force,  or  ihuffie  fPom  thtm  by  chicane, 
what  tbey  think  the  only  advantage  worth  living  for. 

*<  This  fierce  fpirit  of  liberfy,  is  ftronger  in  the  EngKHi  colonics,  probably,  than  in 
any  other  people  of  the  earth,  and  thhfrcm  a  great  variety  of  powerful  caufes.'* 

t  **  As  to  the  weahh  the  colonies  have*  dnwn  from  the  fea  by  their  fiiheries«  you 
liad  all  that  matter  fally  opened  at  your  bar. 

"  You  furely  thought  ihjfc  acquisitions  of  value,  for  thfv  feeaied  even  to  excite 
ycur  envy;  and  yet  the  fpirit  by  which  tt  at  en  terprifing.cro  ploy  then  t  has  been  eier- 
«ifcd,  ought  rather,  in  my  opinion,  to  hive  raifed  your  efteem  and  admiration.  And 
pray,  fir,  what  in  the  wi.rld  is  equal  to  it  ?  Pafs  by  the  other  parts,  and  look  at  the 
znanrrer  in  which  thc^ople  of  New  England  have  of  late  carried  on  the  whale  fishery. 
Whilft  we  follow  them  among  the  tumbling  mountains  of  iie,  and  behold  them  pene- 
trating into  the  deepeft  frozen  receffes  of  Hudfon's  bay  and  Davis's  ft  raits,  whi/ft 
we  are  looking  for  them  beneath  the  ArAic  circle,  we  hear  that  they  have  pierced 
into  the  oppofite  regions  of  Polar  cold,  that  they  are  at  the  Antipodes,  and  engaged 
under  the  froaeu  ferpent  of  the  Sjuth. 

**  Falkland  iiland,  which  Teemed  too  remote,  and  too  romantic  an  objed  forthe  grafp 
ofiiaiional  ambition,  is  but  a  ftage  and  refting  place  in  the  progrefs  of  their  vl^orions 
indufiry.  Nor  is  the  equino^ial  heat  more  difcouraging  to  them,  than  the  accamu- 
lated  winter  of  both  the  poles. 

«*  We  know,  that  while  fome  of  them  draw  the  line,  and  ftrike  the  harpoon  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  others  run  the  longitude,  and  purfue  their  gigantic  game  along  the 
coaft  of  Brazil.  No  fea  hut  what  is  vexed  with  their  /iihcres.  No  climate  that  is 
not  witnefs  to  their  toils.  Neither  the  perfeverance  of  Holland,  nor  the  ad^ivity  of 
France,  nor  the  dexterous  and  firm  fagacity  of  Englifli  enterprize,  ever  carried  this 
moft  perilous  mode  of  hardy  induftry  to  the  extent  to  which  it  baf  been  pulhed  by 
this  recent  people ;  a  people  who  are  flill  as  it  were  but  in  the  griftle,  and  not  yet 
hardened  into  the  bone  of  manhood. 

<«  When  I  contemplate  thcfe  things;  when  I  know  that  the  colonies  in  general, 
owe  little  or  nothing  to  any  care  of  curs,  and  that  they  are  not  fquer»cd  into  rbi* 
happy  form  by  the  conftraints  of  watchful  and  fufpicious  government,  hue  that 
through  a  wife  and  falntary  ncglcA,  a  generous  nature  has  been  fuflVrcd  to  take  her 
own  way  to  perfcAion  :  when  I  refleft  upon  thefe  effcfls,  when  I  fee  how  profitable 
they  have  been  to  us,  I  feel  all  the  pride  of  power  fink,  and  all  prefcription  in  the 
wifdom  of  human  contrivances  melt,  and  die  away  within  me.  My  rigour  relents. 
I  pardon  fomething  to  the  fp-rit  of  lib?rty. 

«*  I  now  pafi  to  the  colonies  in  another  point  pf  view—their  argriculture.     This 

they 


^tnted  out  the  manner  in  which  Wales,  and  the  counties  pala*^ 
tine  of  Chefler  and  Durham  had  been  admitted  into  **  an  intereft 
in  the  conftitution ;"  and  endeavoured  to  deduce  fromthefe  h&s^ 
that  it  had  always  been  the  grand  principle  of  Briti(h  policy  to  le« 
cure  the  attachment  of  all  parts  of  the  empire  by  fimilar  means. 
To  this  good  old  principle  he  therefore  wifhed  to  recur ;  he  took 
the  dodlrine,  language,  and  mode  of  reafoning  contained  in  for- 
mer a6ls  of  parliament  as  his  models,  and  on  thefe  he  meapt  **  to 
eftablifh  the  equity  and  juftice  of  a  taxation  of  America,  hj  grant 
and  not  by  impojiticn  ;  to  mark  the  legal  competency  of  the  co- 
lonial affemblies  for  the  fupport  of  their  government  in  peace, 
and  for  public  aids  in  times  of  war;  to  acknowledge  that  this 
legal  competency  has  had  a  dutiful  and  beneficial  exercife ;  and 
that  experience  has  (hewn  the  benefit  of  their  grants^  and  the 
futility  of  parliamentary  taxation^  as  a  method  of  fupply." 

His  plan,  on  this  occafion,  embraced  not  only  an  immediate 
conciliation,  by  a  repeal  of  the  late  coercive  a£ts,  but  alfo  t^ 
creation  of  an  independent  judicature,  and  the  regulation  of  the 
courts  of  admiralty.  The  whole  however  was  quafhed  by  a  large 
majority  *  on  the  fidp  of  the  minifter,  who  moved  the  previous 
queftion,  and  got  rid  of  the  fubjeft. 

Thus,  while  the  Britifli  cabinet  rejefted  every  idea  of  recon* 
ciliation  on  one  hand,  it  prepared,  on  the  other,  to  infli<Snew  a<9» 
of  vengeance  on  the  colonies,  by  means  of  o4ious  laws,  which 

•they  have  profecuted  with  fuch  a  fpirit,  that  befides  feeding  plentifuny  their  own 
growing  multitude,  their  annual  export  of  grain,  comprehending  rice,  has  Tome  yean 
ago  exceeded  a  million  in  value.  Of  their  laft  harveft  I  am  perfuaded  they  will  ex* 
port  much  more. 

<<  At  the  beginning  of  the  century  fome  of  thefe  colonies  Imported  com  from  the 
mother  country.  For  feme  time  paft  the  old  world  has  been  fed  by  the  new.  The 
fcarcity  which  you  have  felt  would  have  been  a  defolating  famine,  if  this  child 
of  your  age,  with  true  HKul  piety,  with  a  Roman  charity,  had  not  put  the  folf 
breaft  of  its  youthful  exuberance  to  the.  mouth  of  its  exhaufted  parent.*' 

f  The  numbers  were,  for  the  previous  queftion 270 

Agijnftit 78 

Majority  for  rejeding  the  firft  proportion. .  ipi 

The  other  propofitions  were  put  mertly  fro firma,  the  fate  of  the  firft  haviof  decid- 
ed all  the  fcfi. 
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expofed  the  eommeree  of  the  Americans  to  be  feized,  and  their 
perfons  to  be  fcnt  prifoners  to  England  *.  Troops  were  levied, 
fiores  and  ammunition  provided,  and  foreign  mercenaries  hired  by 
rowans  of  extravagant  fubUdieSi  with  a  view  to  produce  uncondi* 
tional  fubmiffion. 

The  goiwrnment  of  Ma{Iachufiet*s  bay  had  been  altered ;  the 
port  of  Boflon  ha4  been  (hut  up;  the  Newfoundland  fiibery  had 
been  if^terdiAed ;  and  the  king's  army  in  America  was  placed 
J)eyond  the  reach  or  cognizance  of  the  civil  power  there,  even  in 
fitfes  of  murder. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Tranfatlantic  continent  were  nowroufed 

to  a  degree  of  energy,  of  which  they  liad  hitherto  been  deemed  in- 

'    capable,  and  at  length  publiflied  their  memorable  declaration, 

which  they  ordered  to  be  read  at  the  head  of  each  of  their  regi- 

nentSy  for  by   this  time  they  had  organized  both  a  civil  and  a 

military  power,  and  were  determined  either  to  fucceed  or  to 
periih  in  the  conteft. 

"  We  are  reduced,"  exclaimed  they,  *♦  to  the  alternative  of 
unconditional  fubmiffion,  or  refiftance  by  force.  The  latter  is 
our  choice  I  We  have  counted  the  coll  of  this  conteft,  and  find 
nothing  fo  dreadful  as  voluntary  flavery.  Honour,  juftice,  and  hu- 
manity, forbid  us  tamely  to  furrender  that  freedom  which  we  re- 
ceived from  our  ancqftors,  and  which  our  pofterity  have  a  right  to 
receive  from  us.  We  cannot  endure  the  infamy  and  guilt  of  refign* 
ing  fucceeding  generations  to  that  wretchednefs  which  inevitably 
awaits  them,  if  we  bafely  entail  hereditary  bondage  upon  them/* 
Mr.  Burke  and  the  Rockingham  party  did  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  avert  the  fatal  cataftrophe  wKich  they  faw  was 
prepared  for  this  country.     At  length,  perceiving  all  their  en- 

^  An  aA  was  now  paHcd,  founded  on'a  ftatute  of  Henry  Vlfl*  by  which  all  per- 
fent  charged  with,  or  JufpeBed  of  the  crime  of  high  treafon  In  America,  &c.  might  bo 
iletained  and  tried  in  England.  Mr.  Burke  oppofed  this,  as  a  wanton  ftretch  of  power, 
tad  a  deaiat  of  all  that  was  fub(l;antiai  and  beneficial  in  a  trial  by  jury. 

**  A  perfon  is  brought  hither,"'  fays  he,  **  in  the  dungeon  of  a  ihip's  hold  :  thence 
he  li  vomited  into  a  dungeon  on  land,  loaded  with  irons,  unfurnilhed  with  money, 
vafttpported  by  friends,  three  thoufand  miles  from  all  means  of  calling  upon  or  con- 
ironting  evidence,  where  no  one  local  circumftance  that  tends  to  detect  perjury  caa 
poffibiy  be  judged  of— Such  a  perfon,"  adds  he,  "  may  be  executed  according  t« 
^rm,  but  he  can  never  be  tried  according  to  juftice/' 

deavoun 
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4eavoiiTS  ufelefs,  they  <Ietermtned  to  fecfde  from  parliamefit ; 
and  as  this  was  a  ilep  equally  novel  and  delicate,  it  was  refolrd 
that  it  ihould  be  accompanied  by.  a  declaration  to  the  throne, 
jewing  the  grounds  of  their  condudl*.    A  refpedable  part  of 

th» 

^  This  '«ddrefst  although  never  pfefeatedy  was  adually  drawn  tip  by  Mr.  Burt^p 
an<i  has  been  tately  publiihed.  After  many  profeflions  of  loyalty  on  the  part  «f 
**  feveral  peers  of  the  realm,  and  feveral  members  of  the  houfe  of  coaiTnona,  choftm 
by  his  ma]*fty*s  people  to  reprefent  them  in  bis  parKameot/'  who  are  fappofedto  ftcy 
forward  "  in  their  individual  capacity,"  hcrbfcrvcst 

'*  A  ficua'cion  without  example  nete/States  a  condud  withottt  precedent.  We  aie 
driven  into  this  mode  of  addrcding  your  nrujelly,  relu^antly,  to  fupsrfede  chofe  fornss 
which,  in  other  ciicumftancea,  we  Hiould  highly  refped;  and  to  regulate  ourfetvcf 
by  no  other  rules  than  thofe  of  our  laws,  our  rij^bts^  and  the  profound  reverence  we 
)iear  to  our  foverrign. 

*'  We  are  called,  fire,  in  a  manner  peculiarly  marked,  fingularly  emphaticat,  and 
from  a  place  from  whence  any  thing  implying  cenfure  falls  with  a  decifive  weight,  t» 
concur  in  unanimous  approbation  of  thofe  me^fu-cs  which  have  produced  our  prefent 
diftreiTes,  and  threaten  us  in  future  >rith  others  f.ir  ^ore  grievous.  We  hold  ourfelvtt 
therefore  bound  for  the  prefervatiori  of  our  honour,  and,  what  (lands  next  in  our  efti- 
jnation,  your  majefty's  good  opinion,  to  prefent  at  the  f«ot  of  your  throne,  to  your 
znajefty  and  our  country,  our  humble  apology  for  inflexib'y  perferering  in  our  dlflfent. 
from  every  part  of  thofe  proceedings,  on  the  experience  of  their  mifchief,  which  vnt 
(Briginally  gave,  from  a  fure  forefight  of  their  unhappy  and  inevitable  tendency. 

'<  We  -  deplore,  along  with  your  majefty,  the  diftradions  and  diforders  which 
prevail  in  youreinp're.  But  we  are  convinced  that  the  dtforrtrs  of  tbe  ^nf  ft  i/t  tBg 
frefcTtt  thaes  ate  owitig  to  the  ufial  ar.d  natuntl  caafe  of  fucb  difordert  ot  all  /ias/j-^TiiB 
|4i$coNDUCT  ofoovbkkmcnt;  that  they  are  owing  tu  plans  laid  in  error,  purfued 
yt'ilh.  obdinacy,  and  condufked  without  w.fdom." 

Mr.  Burke  next  proceeds  to  alTert  that  the  reftftance  of  the  Americans  arofe  oat  of 
their  own  grievances,  and  d-d  not  originate  in  the  fuggedions  of  a  fa^ion  at  home. 
He  then  obfervesy  that  the  fenfe  of  a  whole  nation  ought  never  to  be  contemaed  by 
wife  and  beneficent  rulers,  the  only  '<  firm  feat  of  all  authority'*  being  *<  in  theminda^ 
affedlioMS,  and  interefts  of  the  people.'* 

After  pointing  out  the  advantages  of  conciliation,  the  writer  deprecates  the  idea, 
that  his  majefly  *<  (hould  owe  the  recovery  of  his  dominions  to  their  total  waAe  and 
deftrudiion  ;  or  fuffer  difficult  queftions,  lying  deep  in  the  vital  principles  of  the  Bii» 
tilh  conftitution,  to  be  folved  by  the  coarfe  barbarifm,  and  very  unprincipled  military 
conduA  of  German  mercenaries.** 

^*  Sire,"  adds  he,  *'  your  throne  cannot  ftand  fecure  upon  the  principles  of  nncoo* 
ditional  fubmifliun,  or  paflive  obedience'-on  powers  exercifed  wirhout  the  concur* 
rence  of  the  people  goveroed—^n  afis  made  in  defiance  of  their  prejudices  and  bablti 
—on.  ac(}u'efcence  procured  by  foreign  mercenary  troops,^and  fecured  by  ftandinf , 
armies.  They  may  poffibly  jie  the  foundation  of  other  thrones— they  muft  be  the 
fubverfion  of  yours* 

•<  It  was  not  to  paffive  principles  in  eiur  uceAon  that  We  owe  the  bonoor  of  ap« 
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the  oppofition,  howcvtr,  thought  othcrwifc,  for  they  remained 
Zt  their  pojis^  and  contributed  not  a  little  to  foften  the  rigour  of 
many  of  the  public  proceedings ;  they  refufed,  therefore,  to  join 
in  this  public  a£t  of  defiance,  and  it  was  not  prefented  to  the 
king,  as  had  been  originally  intended. 

That  his  labours,  however,  might  not  be  loft  to  the  public, 
Mr  Burke  contrived  to  infufe  fimilar  fcmiments  into  a  letter 
addrefled  to  the  (herifis  of  Briftol,  April  3,  1777,  which  was 
publifhcd  by  them  fpon  after ;  and  he  did  not  fecede  from  parlia- 
ment with  fo  determined  a  fpirit,  but  that  he  was-  ready  to  re- 
turn  tliither  on  every  proper  occafion.  Accordingly,  no  fooner 
was  a  mefiage  delivered  from  the  throne,  communicating  a  debt 
on  the  civil  lift  of  j^-  6189340,  and  expreffing  a  wifti  for  its  dif- 
charge,  than  the  Rockingham  party  appeared  once  more  within 
the  walls  of  St.  Stephen's  chapel. 

J^r-  Burke,  at  this  period,  fecms  to  have  been  a6luated  by  more 
th«in  common  indignation  ;  his  fpeech  was  an  admirable  qpe** 

but 

praring  before  t  foveretgn,  who  cannot  fed  that  he  Is  a  prince,  without  kjioiving  thi( 
we  ought  to  be  free.  The  revolution  13  a  departure  from  the  ancient  courfe  of  the 
defcent  of  this  monarchy.  The  people  re-entered  into  their  oiiginal  rights;  and  It 
it  was  not  becaufe  a  poftcive  law  authorifed  the  ad,  but  bccaufe  the  freedom  and 
fafety  of  the  fubjc^,  the  origin  and  caufe  of  all  laws,  required  a  proceeding  para- 
mount and  fuperior  to  them.  At  that  ever  memorable  and  inftru^ive  peiiod,  the 
letter  of  the  law  was  fuperfcded  in  favour  of  the  fubdance  of  liberty.  To  the  free 
choice,  therefore,  of  the  people,  without  either  king  or  parliament,  wc  owe  that  hap* 
py  eftabliihinent  of  which  both  king  and  parliament  were  regf  nerated,"  &c. 

*  «f  The  miniftry  have  plunged  us,"  faid  he,  «  into  a  dreadful  war,  which  has 
already  coft  the  nation  twenty  millions  of  money  :  they  have  fevered  the  empire, 
deftroyed  our  commerce,  funk  the  revenue^  and  given  a  mortal  blow  to  public 
credit  x  we  have  loft  thirteen  (iouriihing  and  growing  provinces,  fome  of  which  were 
already  in  port  of  importance)  if  not  of  power,  nearly  equal  to  ancient  kingdoms  j 
and  we  are  now  engaged  in  a  deftiudive  and  hopeleis  attempt  to  recover  by  force 
vrhat  our  folly  and  violence  have  loft. 

<'  Is  this  then  a  feafon,  when  we  fhall  be  under  the  necc/fity  of  uxing  tstry  gen- 
tleman*! bouf:  in  England,  even  to  the  fmaileft  domeftic  accommodation,  and  ro  ac- 
cumulate burthen  upon  burthen,  on  a  people  already  finking  under  their  load,  to  come 
and  tell  us  that  we  have  not  hitherto  made  a  provifion  for  the  crown  adequate  to  its 
grandeur,  and  that  we  muft  now  find  new  Ajnds  for  the  incrcafe  of  its  fpicndour  ?  Is 
the  real  luttre,  which  it  has  unhappily  loft,  to  be  fupplicd  by  the  falfe  glare  of  profu- 
And  the  oftenfive  cxpcnccs  of  government  to  increafe  in  a  due  proportion  to  its 
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bul  it  was  ineffeftual,  for  the  miniftry  not  only  carried  their 
point,  of  providing  for  the  payment  of  debts  which  they  them- 
felves  were  accufed  by  him  of  contrafting,  but  enabled,  by 
an  addition  of  £.  100,000  per  annum,  to  the  department  in 
quedion,  ta  evince  more  liberality  to  their  dependents,  provided 
the  fufpicions,  and  indeed  aflertions>  of  the  oppofition  were  on 
this  occafion  julUy  founded. 

The  miniftry  had  tspvf  conceived  a  fcheme  which  was  to  give 
the  death  blow  to  American  liberty ;  the  efFeft,  however,  was 
dire(31y  the  reverfe,  for  it  completely  failed  in  point  of  fuccefs, 
occafioned  the  interference  of  France,  and  finally  eftabliihed  the 
independence  of  the  Tranfatlantic  empire.  The  proje£l  here 
alluded  to  was  worthy  of  the  man  who  planned  it,  for  it  has 
been  faid,  with  every  appearance  of  truth,  that  the  expedition  of 
general  Burgoyne  originated  with  a  nobleman  who  had  been  dif- 
graced  by  George  II.  for  his  conduA  on  the  plains  of  Minden. 
The  adminiftration,  indeed,  were  not  very  delicate  as  to  the 
mode  of  efFe&ing  their  purpofes ;  for,  in  addition  to  the  horrors 
of  civilized  warfare  againft  our  brethren  in  America,  the  In* 
dians  were  induced,  by  promifes  and  prefents,  to  take  up  the 
hatchet^  and  let  loofe  all  the  furies  of  barbarian  hoftility. 

The  proclamation  iflued  upon  this  occafion  excited  tl^e  indig-^ 
nation  of  the  oppofition,  but  more  particularly  of  Mr.  Burke, 
who  at  thd  fame  time  condemned  the  folly  and  ferocity  of  fuch  a 
meafure,  and  prognofticated,  with  great  truth,  that  this  ftep 
would  prove  equally  ridiculous  and  impotent,  as  it  was  not  cal- 
culated for  the  purpofe  of  fubjugation,  but  deftru£tion,  and  would 
incite  the  fpirit  of  a  free  people  to  a  more  defperate  refiftance*. 

.Mr. 

poverty  and  weaknefs  }  It  will  be  a  new  difcovery  In  the  policy  of  nations,  that  the 
•nly  means  of  replacing  the  lofs  of  half  an  empire,  is  by  the  bouodlefs  prodigality  of 
the  remainder.'*  Mr.  Burke  coQcinded  by  obferving  «  ihat  the  debt  incurred  could 
not  be  for  the  royal  dignity,  but  in  ways  not  fit  to  Ift  avowed  by  miniftry,  and  there- 
fore very  fit  to  be  inquired  into  by  the  boufe."* 

*  Mr.  Burke,  always  happy  at  quotations,  called  general  Burgoyne^s  proclamation 
<'  a  murder-breathing  paraphrafe*'  of  the  following  line«  in  Sbakefpeart's  <*  Timoii 
•f  Athcflfi :" 

■  '   '  ■         «<  Let  sot  thy  fword  fkip  one— 
•*  Pity  not  bf  nouKd  age  for  bis  white  beard-^ 

1  i  <«  Strike 
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Mr.  Burke  had  hitherto  chiefly  diftinguifhed  himfelf  ia  oppo-« 
fitioil  to  the  mcafurcs  of  others  j  but  in  1 780,  he  himfclf  ftood 
forth  as  the  original  author  and  propofer  of  a  fcheme  which  fo^n 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  public,  and  aSually  appear^  big 
With  the  moft  profperous  refults.  When  he  found  minifters 
obllinately  perfifting  in  a  difaftrous  war,  and  -perceived  that  the 
people  began  to  bend  beneath  the  weight  of  the  taxes  for  its 
fupport,  it  ftruck  him  as  advantageous  on  one  hand,  and  political 
on  the  other,  to  diminifh  the  public  burdens  and  the  nunabcr  of 
adherents  to  the' court  at  the  lame  time.  Accordingly,  on 
the  I  ith  of  ^February,  he  brought  in  a  bill  **  for  the  regulation 

• 

«•  Strike  mc  tljc  nntron**-lct  not  the  virgin's  cheek 
'*  Make  foft  thy  trenchant  Tword. — Spare  not  the  babe^ 
,  **  Whofe  dimpled  fmilcs  from  fools  exhauft  their  mercy— 

**  Silence  it  without  rcmorfc." 
he  father  of  the  prefent  y^nrrVr  alfo  difpbyed  a  manly  indignation  upon  this  oc<« 
aljon.  <<  Who1s  the  manj"  excUia>cd  he^  in  a  torrent  of  virtuous  indignAtion> 
«  Who  is  the  man,  that  in  addition  to  the  dlfgraces,  and  mifchiefs  of  war,  has  dared 
to  authorize  and  ailoctate  to  our  arms  the  tomahawk  and  fcalping  knife  of  the  fa- 
vage  ?Tto  call  into  civiUaed  alliance  the  wild  and  inhuman  inhabitants  of  the  woods  i* 
-7-*to  dedicate  to  the  nnercilefs  Indian  the  defence  of  difputed  rights,  and  to  wage  the 
horrors  of  this  barbarous  war  againfl  <^r  brethren  T* 

Lord  Suffolk,  then  a  fecretary  of  ^itCt  having  attempted  to  confider  the  empfey* 
ifient  of  the  Indians  "  ii  one  of  the  means  which  God  and  nature  had  pot  into  our 
handsy.**  and  to  juftify  it  accordingly,  the  earl  of  Chatham  rofe  again,  and  ezpreffc^ 
his  alionifhment  at  hearing  fuch  principles  confefled  and  avowed  in  that  houfe. 

*<  My  lords,**  added  he,  <*  I  did  not  intend  to  have  encroached  again  on  your  at« 
tention — ^but  I  cannot  rcprefs  my  indignation — I  feel  myfclf  impelled  to  fpeak.  My 
iords,  we  are  called  upon  as  members  of  this  houfe,  as  men,  as  Chriftians,  to  ptoteir 
againil  fuch  hortibie  barbarity. 

«  Tte  mtatis  that  God  and  nature  bad  put  into  our  bands  f* 

"  What  ideas  of  God  and  nature  that  noble  lord  may  entertain,  I  knbw  not; — but 
I  know  that  fuch  dete(lable  principles  arc  equally  abhorrent  to  religion  and  humanity. 
What !  to  attribute  the  facred  fan£lion  of  God  and  nature  to  the  malfacr^s  of  the  In^ 
dian  fcalping  knife  !-^Ta  fend  forth  the  mercilefs  cannibal,  thirfting  for  blood  f  ani 
9gainft  whom  ?     Your  Protcilant  brethren— to  lay  waile  their  country,  to  defolitc 

their  dwellings,  and  extirpate  their  race  and  name,  by  the  inftromentality  of  thefe 
horrible  hell-hounds  of  war  !^ 

'<  The  arms  of  Briuin,"  faid  his  iordihip  fuon  after,  "  have  beep  fnllied  and  tar^ 
ilittied  by  blending  the  fcalping-knife  and  tomahawk  with  the  fwond  and  firelock* 
Such  a  mode  of  warfare  is  a  contamination  which  all  th  waters  of  the  Hudfon  tni  the 
Dclawar  would  never  waih  away.*' 

of 


of  his  majeftjr's  civil  eftablifliments,  and  of  certain  public  offices ; 
for  the  limitation  of  penfions,  and  the  fuppreflion  of  fundry  ufe-  ^ 
Ufs,  cxpenfive,  and  inconvenient  places,  and  for  applying  the, 
monies  faved  thereby  to  the  public  fervice."  • 

This  fcheme  was  manifcftly  founded  on  thef  late  reforms  that 
had  taken  place  in  France  ;  fDr  by  an  edidt  of  the  king,  reglftered 
ia  the  parliament  of  Paris,  it  appeared  that  he  had  fuppreiTed  no 
Jcfs  than  four  hundred  and  fix  places  in  his  houfehokl  by  one  re- 
gulation. The  orator,  with  great  judgment,  faftehed  upon  this 
event,  and  endeavoured  to  make  ufe  of  it  as  an  incitement  to  a 
fimilar  attempt  here  ;  nay  he  called  in  national  rivalfliip  itfelf, 
by  way  of  an  inducement  to  confent  to  this  facrifice  on  the  part 
of  the  crown. 

•*  Neckar,  the  minifter,"  faid  he,  "  who  does  thefe  things,  is 
a  great  man — but  the  king,  who  defires  they  ihquld  be  done,  is  a 
far  greater.  We  muft  do  juftice  to  our  enemies — thefe  are  the 
afts  of  a  patriot  king.  I  am  not  in  dread  of  the  vaft 'armies  of 
France:  I  am  not  iii  dread  of  the  gallant  fpiiit  of  its  brave  and 
Bumerous  nobility :  I  am  jiot  alarmed  even  at  the  great  navy 
which  has  been  fo  miraculoufly  created. 

**  AH  thefe  things  Louis  XlV^jhad  before.  With  all  thefe 
things  the  French  monarchy  has  more  than  once  fallen  prof- 
tiatc  at  the  feet  of  the  public  faith  of  Great  Britain.  It  was 
the  want  of  public  "credit  whi^  di fabled  France  from  recovering, 
after  her  defeats,  or  recovering  even  from  her  viftorics  and 
triumphs.  It  was  a  prodigal  court,  an  ill  ordered  revenue,  that 
fappcd  the  foundation  of  all  her  greatnefs.  Credit  cannot  exill 
under  the  arm  of  neccffity.  Neceffity  flrikes  at  credit,  I  allow, 
with  a  heavier  and  quicker  bUw  cinder  an  arbitrary  monarchy, 
than  under  a  limited  and  a  balanced  government:  but  ftill  necef- 
fity and  credit  are  natural  enemies,  and  cannot  be  long  reconciled 
in  any  fituation. 

**  From  neceffity  and  corruption  a  free  (late  may  lofe  the 
fpirit  of  that  complex  conftitution  which  is  the  foundation  of 
confidence.  On  the  other  hand,  I  am  far  from  being  fure  that 
a  monarchy,  when  once  it  is  properly  regulated^  may  not  for  a 
Jong  time  furni(h  a  foundation  for  credit  upon, the  folidity  of  its 
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own  maxims,  though  it  affords  no  ground  of  truft  in  its  inftitd' 
tions.  lam  afraid  I  fee  in  England  and  in  France  fomething  like  a 
beginning  of  iotb  thefe  things,  I  wifh  I  jnay  he  found  in  a 
mifiaker 

In  fupport  of  this  meafure,  Mr.  B.  defended  the  principle  of 
timely  reforms,  and  exhibited  the  policy  of  them,  by  adverting 
to  a  period  when  the  incenfed  inhabitants  of  a  country  ^*  fb!I 
'  into  the  temper  of  a  furious  populace,  provoked  at  the  diforder 
of  a  houfe  of  ill- fame:  they  never  attempt  to  correft  or  regu- 
late ;  they  go  to  work  the  fhorteft  way  \  they  abate  the  miilance ; 
they  pull  down  the  houfe.'* 

•*  There  is  a  time,"  faid  he  in  another  part  of  his  fpccch, 
••  when  men  will  not  fuffer  bad  things,  becaufe  their  ancedors 
have  fufFered  worfe.  There  is  a  time  when  the  hoary  head  of 
inveterate  abufe  will  neither  draw  reverence  nor  obtain  pro- 
tcaion*/' 

To 

*  Man^  parts  of  this  fpeech  f  xhlbit  fach  fpecimens  of  a  rich  imsgery,  that  it  has 
hcen  deemed  proper  to  fe}c£t  one  or  two  in  this  place : 

'<  The  houfehold  troops  form  an  awr  who  will  be  ready  to  matioy  fo«  want  of 
pay;  aad  wbofe  mutiny  will  be  really  flreadfui  to  a  commander  in  chief.  A  rebeU 
Jion  of  the  thirteen  lords  of  the  bed-chamber  wouIA  be  far  more  terriWe  to  a  ^inif- 
ter,  and  would  probably  affcA  his  power  more  to  the  i[uick,  than  a  rcTok  0/  thir- 
teen colonies. 

"  What  an  tiproar  fuch  an  eveBt  wovid  create  at  court !  What  petitions^  and 
committees,  and  aifociations,  would  it  not  produce  I  Blefs  me  I  What  a  clattering 
of  white  fticks  and  yellow  fticka  would  be  about  H!s  head.  What  a  llorm  of  gold 
keys  would  fly  about  the  ears  of  the  minider;  what  a  (hower  oi  Georges  and  thif' 
tles>  and  medals,  and  collars  of  S.  S.  would  aflfail  him  at  hl«  firft  entrance  into  the 
antichamber>  after  an  infolyent  Chriftmas  quarter.  A  tumult  which  c^uld  not  be 
appeared  by  all  the  harmony  of  the  new  year's  ode.  KebclKon  it  is  certain  there 
would  be;  and  rebellion  may  not  now,  indeed,  be  fa  critical  an  erent  to  thofe  who 
engage  in  it>  fince  its  price  is  fo  ccire^ly  afcertained  at  juil  a  thonfand  pounds/^ 
(This  laft  CKprefiipn  alludes  to  the  fentence  of  the  court  of  King's -bench  on  thgic 
who  had  opfvfed  lord  Pigott^s  government  in  India,  and  taken  bimfelf  prifoner.) 

*'  An  attempt  was  lately  m^de  to  improve  this  biaach  of  local  influence^  (he'vra? 
then  fpeaking  of  cet  tain  regulations  which^had  lately  been  attempted  in  Wales)  and 
to  transfer  it  to  the  fund  of  general  corruption.  I  have  on  the  feat  behind  me  the 
conftitution  of  Mr.  John  Probert,  a  knight-errant  dubbed  by  the  noble  tord  in  the 
blue  ribband  (lord  North),  and  (tnt  to  fearch  for  revenues  and  adveotucs  upon  the 
mountains  of  Venadotia, 
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To  this  bill  the  minority  did  not  at  firft  give  much  oppo- 
iition.     Indeed  the  mover  of  it  contrived  to  foften  thofe  fea- 
tures 

<<  The  conuDifiion  is  remarkable,  and  the  end  not  lefs  fo.  The  commiffion  fetl 
forth,  that  "  Upon  a  report  of-  the  deputy-auditor  (for  there  is  a  deputy-auditor 
of  the  principality  of  Wales),  it  appeared  that  his  majefty's  land  revenues,  in  the 
laid  principaUty,  ^ire  greatly  Mminifi^eJ -y*"*  and  ^*  that  upon  a  report  of  the  furveyor« 
general  of  his  majeily*s  land  revenues,  upon  a  memorial  of  the  auditor  of  his  ma- 
jefty^s  revenues,  t»ubm  tbefaid^incifalityf  that  his  mines  and  foreftshave  produced 
very  rmUprfitiaber  to  the  pub  ftc  revenue  or  to  individuals  i**  and  therefore  they  appoint 
Mr.  Probert,  with  a  penHon  of  three  hundred  pounds  a  year  from  the  faid  princi- 
pality, to  try  whether  he  can  make  any  thing  more  of  that  very  little  which  is 
ftated  to  be  fo  greatly  diminiflied* 

**  A  beggarly  account  of  empty  boxes!  And  yet,  fir,  you  will  remark,  that  thit 
diminution  from  littlenefs  (which  ferves  only  to  prove  the  infinite  divtfibility  of 
matter)  was  not  for  want  of  the  tender  and  officious  care  (as  we  fee)  of  furveyors* 
general,  and  furveyoR  particulars  of  auditors,  and  deputy-auditors;  not  for  want 
of  memoriatst  and  remonftrances,  and  reports^  and  commiHionSy  and  conftitutions^ 
and  iiKjuifitions,  and  penfions. 

*^  Probert,  thus  armed  and  accoutred,  and  paid,  proceeded  on  his  adventure  | 
but  he  was  no  fooner  arrived  on  the  confines  of  Wales,  than  all  Wales  was  in  arms 
to  meet  him*  That  nation  is  brave,  and  full  of  fpiriL  Since  the  invafion  of  king 
£dward,  and  the  maflacre  of  the  bards,  there  never  vn%  fueh  a  tumult  and  alarm 
through  the  region  of  Frefatyn.  Snovfdon  ihook  to  its  bafe.  Cader  Edrii  was 
loofened  from  its  foundations.  The  fury  of  litigious  war  blew  her  horn  on  'the 
mountains.  The  rocks  poured  down  their  goat-herds,  and  the  deep  cavemsr  vo- 
mited out  their  miners.  Every  thing  above  ground,  and  every  thing  under  groundf 
was  in  arms. 

''  In  (horty  fir,  to  afight  from  n^y  Welch  Pegafus  and  to  come  to  level  ground, 
the  freux  chevalier  Probert  went  to  look  for  revenue,  like  his  matters  upon  other 
occafionsj  and  like  his  matters  he  found  rebellion.  But  ire  were  grown  cautious  by 
experience.  A  civil  war  of  paper  might  end  in  a  more  ferious  war;  for  now  remon- 
ftrance  met  remonttrance,  and  memorial  was  oppofed  to  memorial.  The  wife  Brie 
Cons  thought  it  more  reafonable  that  the  poor,  watted,  decrepit,  revenue  of  the 
principality,  ibould  die  a  natural  rather  than  a  violent  death.  In  truth,  fir,  the  at- 
tempt wae  no  lefs  an  affront  upon  the  uoderftanding  of  that  refpedable  people,  than 
it  was  an  attack  on  their  property.  They  chofe  that  their  ancient  mofs-growa 
catties  ttiould  moulder  into  decay,  under  the  filent  touches  of  time  and  the  ttnw 
formalitysof  kn  oblivious  and  drowfy  Exchequer,  than  they  (hould  be  battered  down 
all  at  once  by  the  lively  efforts  of  a  penfioned  engineer. 

**  As  it  is  the  fortune  of  the  noble  lord  to  whom  the  anfpicet  of  this  campaign  be* 
longed,' frequently  to  provoke  refiftance;  fo  it  is  his  rule  and  nature  to  yield  to  that 
ftfittance  nr «//  cafes  vhatfiever*    He  was  true  to  himfelf  upon  this  occafion.    He 
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tures  that  appeared  harfli  to  them.  Notw ith (landing 'this»  it 
did  not  prove  fuccefsful  during  lord  North's  adminiilration ;  and 
when  it  was  at  length  carried,  it  was  To  modified  and  altered 
as  to  lofe  its  bold  and  original  a>r,  and  aflume  all  the  marks  of  a 
fpurious  dcfcent.  >  , 

The  war  in  America  had  by  this  time  become  hopelefs;  and 
as  thofe  who  had  expefted  a  revenue  from  that  country  now 
felt  the  preffurc  of  taxes  levied  upon  themfelves  at  home»  in 
confequence  of  the  mad  attempt  to  enforce  this  darling  proje<^, 
many  of  the  warmeft  fupporters  of  adminiftration  began  to 
abate  in  their  zeal.  On  the  other  hand,  thofe  who  had  always 
conCdered  the  proje£l:  as  not  only  dangerous  but  unjuft,  now 
carried  their  refentment  to  a  degree  of  rage  nearly  bordering  on 
fury.  The  people  too  of  all  defcriptions — the  people  who  are 
fo  immediately  afFefled  by  the  errors  and  crimes  of  their  rulers 
—began  to  prove  refraftory ;  and  this,  In  a  fliort  time,  became 
one  of  the  moft  odious  admi nitrations  recorded  in  our  biftory^ 
All  men  were  eager  to  inquire,  how  it  was  poflihle  to  carry  on 
a  war, .  during  fo  many  years,  in  exprefs  oppofition  to  the  wiihes 
and  the  interefts  of  the  nation ;  and  they  accordingly,  as  if  by 
common  confcnt,  fixed  their  eyes  on  the  houfc  of  commons,  and 
began  to  agitate  the  dangerous  queftion,  why  it  did  not  reflccl 
the  image  of  its  conftituents? 

Meetings  were  accordingly  held,  aflbciations  formed,  peti- 
tions and  remondranccs  drawn  up  and  prefented.     It  (cemeJ  to 

be  the  general  opinion,  that  the  future  fafety  of  the  empire  de- 
pended on  a  reform  of  the  third  ellatc.  A  great  diverlity  of 
opinions,  in  refpc£t  to  the  mcans^  indeed  exifted ;  but  the  end 
with 'all  was  the  fame.  Some  contended  for  triennial  parlia- 
ments, in  the  manner  pradifed  during  the  period  that  had  inter- 
vened between  the  revolution  and  the  fcptennial  adt.  Others 
thought  with  lord  Chatham,  that  an  excijion  of  the  rotten  bo- 

fubmitted  with  fpirit,  to  the  fpirlted  remonftrances  of  the  Welfli.  Mr.  Probert  gave 
up  his  adventure,  and  keeps  his  pcnAon  ;  and  fo  ends  «  the  famous  hiAory  of  t>>e 
revenue  and  adventures  of  the  bold  baroQ  North,  and  the  good  kfiight  Probert,  upon 
the  Dtoanuins  of  Vcoadotia." 
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roughs  (hould  take  place,  while  an  addition  to  the  knights  'of 
the  fhire  would  infufe  the  new  life-blood,  (o  much  wanted,  into 
the  conftitution.  A  tliird  party,  affefking  to  argue  from* 
policy,  analogy,  and  juftice,  urged  the  necefSty  of  allowing 
all,  who  were  not  incapacitated  by  idiotcy  or  nonage,  to  give 
their  votes ;  and  with  this  they  coupled  the  idea  of  (hort  parlia* 
naents.  With  none  of  thefc,  however,  did  Mr.  Burke  cor- 
dially unite.  He  appertained,  indeed,  to  a  county  affociation, 
but  this  he  intended  to  ufe  merely  as  an  engine  to  batter  down 
the  minifter  by  means  of  petitions  and  remonftrances,  that  fo 
a  breach  might  be  effected  through  which  he  and  his  party- 
might  enter  in  triumph.  He  was  well  aware  too,  that  fpecula- 
tions  of  this  kind  were  neither  friendly  to  the  interefts,  nor 
congenial  to  the  inclinations,  of  his  patron.  Inftead,  therefore, 
of  aflifting  fuch  of  his  friends  as  were  delirous  of  melioratioiiy 
he  was  content  to  fee  abufes  multi^y  around  him,  and  become 
inveterate  by  habit  and  praSice,  rather  than  join  in  a  generous 
effort  to  redrefs  them  *. 

*  Mr.  Burke's  averfion  to  any  fpecies  of  reform  may  be  gueffed  at  (for  ha  does 
not  frankly  difclofe  his  fcDtimeDCs)«  in  a  letter  to  a  member  of  the  BuckinghamHilre 
commiicee: 

"  The  county  will,  in  fome  way  or  other  (fays  he),  be  called  upon  to  declare  it 
your  opinion,  that  the  honfe  of  commons  is  not  fufficiently  numerous,  and  that  the 
elections  are  not  fiifficieaily  frequent  \  that  an  hundred  new  knights  of  the  (hire 
f  ought  to  be  added  ;  and  that  we  are  to  have  a  new  election  once  In  three  years  for 
certain,  and  as  much  oftener  as  the  king  pleafes.  Such  will  be  the  ftate  of  things  if 
the  propofitions  made  fhall  take  efFe^. 

**  All  this  may  be  proper  j  but  as  an  honed  man  I  cannot  poflibly  give  my  vote  for 
it  until  I  have  conftdered  it  more  fully*  I  will  not  deny  that  our  conftitution  may 
have  faults,  and  that  thofe  faults  when  found  ough{  to  be  corrf  Aed.  It  is  not  fo  with 
every  thing  which  appears  at  6rft  view  to  be  faulty,  in  fuch  a  very  complicated'plan 
as  out  conftitution.  To  enable  us  to  correal  that  conftitution,  the  whole  conftltutioa 
muft  be  viewed  together^  and  it  mull  be  compared  to  the  afiual  conftitution  of  the 
people,  and  the  circumftances  of  the  time.  For  that  which,  taken  fingly,  and  by 
itfelf,  may  appear  to  be  wrong,  when  conlidered  with  relation  to  other  things  may  be 
perfedliy^right;  or  at  leaft  fuch  as  ought  to  be  patiently  endured,  as  the  means  of 
preventing  fomething  that  is  much  worfe. 

**  So  far  with  regard  to  what,  at  firft  view,  may  appear  a  d^em/rr  in  the  con* 
ilitutlon.  As  to  the  rtmcdy  of  that  diftempet^  an  equal  caution  ought  to  be 
ufed.  &ct  &c.*'      ' 
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The  tumults  that  dii^raced  the  capital  and  alarmed  the  na- 
tioni  about  this  period,  prefented  a  moft  favourable  opportunity 
for  an  unpopular    admioiilration   to  difiblve  the  parliafnent. 
This  was  accordingly  efFcAed  Septerfiber  i,  1780.     Mr.  Burke 
immediately  repaired  to  BriftoU  but  >.was  not  fortunate  in  his 
canvafs;  for  he  had  by  this  time  increafed  the  number  of  his 
enemies  among  his  conftituents,  and  even  weakened  the  inte- 
reft  of  his  friends,  in  confequence  of  certain  parts  of  his  con- 
duA,  which  tended  not  a  little  to  render  it  equivocal  in  their 
eyes.     The  objcftions  of  the  firft  of  th^fe,  however,  were  fo 
many  titles  to  applaufe  and  efteem*.     In  conformity  to  the 
iiarrow  notions  of  traders,  thej  blamed  him  for  the  part  he  had 
taken  in  the  very  humane  and  neceflary  bill  introduced  by  lord 
Beauchamp,  now  marquis  of  Hertford,   for  reftraining  arrefts 
and  imprifonment  for  trifling  debts*     A  fecond  charge  coniiAed 
in  his' voting  for  the  extenfionof  the  trade  of  Ireland ;  a  liberal 
and  enlightened  policy,   by  the  negle<%  of  which,  if  we  have 
not  loft  that  coifntry,  it  has  been  reduced  to  a  fituation  equally 
di(graceful  to  itfelf,  and  burdenfome  to  us.      A  third  impli* 
cated  a  negledl  of  the  infiruAions  of  his  conftituents ;  which 
he  attempted  to  ger  rid  of  by  obferving,  "  that  he  had  been 
cbofen  along  with  others  to  be  a  pillar  of  the  ftate,  and  'not 
a  weather'C$ck  on  the  top  of  the  edifice^  exalted  for  his  levity  and 
verfatility^  and  of  no  ufe  but  to  indicate  the  fhif tings  of  every 
fafhionahle  gale,^*     But  while  the  allufion  is  allowed  to  be  ad- 
mirable,  the  principle  itfelf  is  furely  incorre^l.     For  where  is 


*  **  Gejitlemeiiy^  faid  he  in  bit  addrefs  to  his  former  conilituents^  '*  I  do  00c 
here  ftand  befbre  you  acctrfed  of  venality,  or  of  neg1c£l  of  duty.  It  is  not  faid  that, 
in  the  long  period  of  my  fervices,  I  have  in  a  ilngle  initance  facrificed  the  flightcft 
of  your  inteiefts  to  my  ambition  <»-  to  my  fortune.  •  It  is  not  alledged  that,  to  juflify 
any  anger,  or  revenge  of  my  own  or  of  my  party,  I  have  had  a  ihare  in  wronging  or 
epprefling  any  defcription  of  men,  or  any  m^n  of  any  defcripti^n.  No !  The 
charges  againft  me  are  all  of  one  kind  :<^>that  I  have  puflied  the  principles  of  general 
juftice  and  benevolence  too  far ;  further  than  a  cautious  policy  would  warraat,  and 
further  than  the  opinions  of  many  would  go  along  ^ith  me.  In  every  accident 
which  may  happen  through  life,  •  in  pain  and  forrow,  in  dcpr«(]]9A  aod  difhefs,-— « 
I  will  call  to  floind  this  accufatioo,  and  be  comforted.** 
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the  {hadow  of  reprefentatlany  if  a  member  is  not  to  enforce  the 
opinions  of  his  conftituents  ?  And  how'  can  he  be  fatd  to  repre^ 
fent  themy  if  he  rcfufes  to  obey  their  injun&ions  ? 

Notwithftanding  the^naafpicious  appearance  of  things,  Mr. 
Burke  exerted  himfelf  with  mqre  than  common  ardour  on  thjs 
occafion'y  and  appears  to  have  condefcended  to  folicitations 
ivhich  on  a  former  occaiion  he  had  pretended  to  ridicule  and 
defpife.  Perceiving,  at  length,  that  the  iiTtie  would  inevitabl/ 
prove  unfavourable,  he  declined  the  conteft  in  an  elegant 
fpcech,  in  which  he  obfcrved,  **  that  by  being  returned  into 
the  ma(s  of  private  citizens,  his  burdens  were  leflened,  and  hi* 
fatis(a£lions  not  deftroyed/'  But  notwithftanding  he  now  ap- 
peared to  affe£l  retirement,  fuch  was  neither  his  wi(h  nor  hs 
fatei  for  the  voters  of  Malton,  obedient  to  the  didates  of 
his  patron,  once  more  ilretched  out  their  willing  arms  to  re- 
ceive him. 

The  difappointment  that  had  occurred  at  Briftol  is  faid  to  have 
made  a  deep  impreffion  on  the  mind  of  the  orator;  but  tliis  muft 
have  been  obliterated  by  the  important. events  that  fpeedily  cn- 
fued ;  for  the  minifter  now  tottered  on  the  treafury  bench,  being 
abandoned  by  many  of  his  ftauncheft  fupporters,  and  but  little 
conSdent  in  his  own  fchemes,  all  of  which  had  proved  eminently 
unfuccefsful. ,  The  oppofition,  having  by  this  time  increafed 
to  a  confiderable  degree,  unceafmgly  aflailed  him,  until  at 
length,  March  a8,  1782,  lord  North  affured  the  houfeof 
commons,  that  his  adminiftration  was  at  an. end. 

The  day  had  now  arrived  when  the  minidry  and  oppofition 
were 'to  change  places,  and  the  former  to  be  arrayed  in  the  fpoik 
of  the  latteV.  Of  this  rich  booty  Mr,  B.,  whofe  fer vices  bad 
been  fo  confpicuous  in  hunting  the  enemy  into  the  toils  prepared 
for  them,  had  his  portion :  for  he  was  made  a  privy  counfellor, 
and  inveded  with  the  lucrative  appointment  of  paymader-general 
of  the  forces.  He  at  length  now  enabled  to  enforce  his  plan 
of  political  economy^,  tendered  before  in  vain ;  and  the  board  of 
trade,  the  board  of  works,  the  offices  of  third  fecretary  of  ftate, 
treafurer  of  the  chamber,  cofferer  of  the  houfehold,  the  lords  of 
police  in  Scotland,  the  mafter  of  the  harriers,  the  mafter  of 
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happinefs  will  be  felt.  There  is  not  a  tongue,  a  natioti,  or  re- 
ligion, in  India,  which  will  not  blels  the  prefiding  care  and 
manly  beneficence  of  this  houfe,  and  of  him  who  propofes  to 
you  this  great  work.  Your  names  will  never  be  feparated  be- 
fore the  throne  of  the  Divine  Goofinefs,  in  whatever  language, 
or  with  whatever  rites,  pardon  is  aiked  for  fin,  and  reward  for 
thofe  who  imitate  the  Godhead  in  his  univerfal  bounty  to  his 
creatures.  Thefe  honours  you  deferve,  and  they  will  furcly  be 
paid,  when  all  the  jargon  of  influence,  and  party,  and  patronage, 
are  fwcpt  into  obHvion."  ^  , 

This  celebrated  bill,  not  with  (landing  much  op(X)fition  both 
within  and  without,  was  carried  triumphantly  through  thehoufe 

of  commons ;  but  in  the  houfe  of  peers  it  experienced  a  far 
different  fate,  and  with  it  fell  the  power  and  conlequence  of  its 
authors,  framers,  and  fupporters. 

No  fooner  had  Mr.  Pitt,  who  even  from  his  boyifh  days  af- 
pired  to  the  fupreme  command  of  the  empire,  acquired  the 
afcendancy,  tlian  a  houfe  of  commons,  which  had  exhibited 
fuch  a  marked  predile£lion  for  his  rivals,  was  diflblved  March 
25,  1784;  and  on>the  convocation  of  a  new  parliament,  he  was 
found  to  Iiav^  a  large  majority  on  his  fide.  This,  however,  did 
not  deter  the  member  for  Malton  from  moving  a  feries  of  refo- 
lutions  relative  to  the  late  dilTolution  and  the  unconft'itutumal 
means  by  which,  according  to  him,  the  memorable  bill  relative 
to  India  had  been  (lopped  in  its  progrefs. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  next  year  (JFebruary  28,  1785),  he  made 
a  celebrated  fpeech  relative  to  the  nabob  of  Arcot's  debts;  and 
depi(5le^  one  of  his  creditors,  who  had  taken  an  active  ihare  in 
tlie  late  elcdlions,  ''  as  a  criminal  who  long  fince  ought  to  have 
fattened  the  region  kites  with  his  offal ;  the  old  betrayer,  in- 
fulter,  oppreflbr,  and  fcourge,  of  a  country  (Tanjore),  which 
had  for  years  been  an  obje(!:!l  of  an  unremitted,  but  unhappily 
an  unequal,  flruggle,  between  the  bounties  of  Providence  to 
renovate,  and  the  wickednefs  of  mankind  to  deftroy." 

But  tlierc  appeared  to  Mr.  B.  to  be  a  (lill  greater  delinquent^ 
on  whom  he  was  determined  to  inflidl  all  the  wounds  of  his  elo- 
quence, and  (acrifice,  if  poillble,  the  powerful  offender  himfelf 

at 


• 

at  the  flirine  of  national  vengeance*  This- was  Mr.  Hailing^; 
and  ibon  After  his  arrival  in  England  the  orator  gave  notice  of 
his  intentions*.  On  the  lytkof  February,  1785,  he  opened 
the  accufation  by  a  mod  eloquent .  fpecch ;  in  which  he  de- 
pi6led  the  fuppofed  crimes  of  the  b^e  govcrnor^general  in 
the  xnoft  glowing  and  animated  colours  f.     This  trial,  how* 

ever, 

*  *'  On  the  day  Mr.  Haflings  trrired  in  London  (in  Jane  X7$5)9  Mr.  Burke  no- 
tified to  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  early  in  the  next  feiHons  he  would  move  an 
inquiry  into  the  conduA  of  Mr.  Haftings.  During  the  recefs  Mr.  Haftings  waa 
ilrenuoufly  advifed  by  men  who  well  kiiew  the  nature  of  parliament,  to  pay  no  at- 
tention to  this  menace ;  or  if  he  was  determiRed  to  notice  it,  to  cume  into  parlia- 
ment hiRifeir,  and  a  feat  was  offered  to  him.  He  reje^ied  the  advice  in  both  inAances, 
declaring  that  he  neither  wlfhed  to  court  nor  to  elude  the  inquiry,  illll  Jefs  was  he 
difpofed  to  owe  his  fccurity  to  the  forbearance  of  Mr.  Burke  j  he  therefore  exprefsly 
dcfired  Major  Scott  to  afk  Mr.  Burke  in  his  place,  at  the  next  meeting  of  parliament, 
whether  he  meant  to  inftitute  the  inquiry  or  not }  To  this  queftion  Mr.  Burke 
gave  an  evafive  anfwer,  but  Mr.  Fox  a  dire^  one. 

**  Subfeqaent  to  this  converfation  in  the  houfe,  a  general  meeting  of  the  party 
in  oppofition  aflembled  at  Burlington-houfe.  The  quelUon  was  debated,  and 
great  difference  of  opinion  prevailed.  The  late  lord  North,  the  prefent  marquis  of 
Hertford,  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  then  lord  Surry^  and  many  other  gentlemen,  wer« 
againft  any  further  proceedings;  but  Mr.  Fox,  with  an  unjuftifiable  generofity»  for 
which  he  has  been  amply  repaid,  fupported  Mr.  Burke;  and,  conceiving  his  character 
to  be  at  ftake,  ftrenuoufly  contended  for  the  proceeding,  and  it  was  taken  up  as  a 
party  meafure. 

**  Mr.  Dempfter,  the  late  colonel  Cathcart,  Mr.  Sloper,  Mr.  Nichols,  and  a  few 

other  members,  feceded;  but  the  party  in  general  went  with  Mr.  Fox.    Two  years 

were  fpent  in  the  houfe  of  commons  before  the  impeachment  was  voted.    The  trial 

lafled  iix  years  in  Weflminftcr-hall,  and  a  feventh  in  the  chamber  of  paruament;  fo 

that,  if  we  reckon  from  '785,  when  Mr.  Burke  gave  his  notice,  to  1795,  when  the 

acquittal  was  pronounced,  this  celebrated  trial  might  vie  for  duration  with  the  fiege 

•fTroy.** 

Memeht  of  Mr,  Hafiltrgs  by  Major  yobn  Scott,  Biograpbiana,  Vol.  II.  p.  621. 

/ 

t  <<  Had  Mr.  Haftlngs,"  faid  he,  **  taught  the  pyramid  to  feek  the  fky,  had  he 

cocduded  the  plough  into  the  defolate  boibm  of  the  valley,  raifed  the  proud  arch 
over  the  foaming  flood,  put  the  fluggard  to  the  ant,  and  the  politician  to  the  Lee, 
and  the  plunderer  to  prifon,  I  Should  be  readier  to  applaud  him  than  I  am  to  accufe 
him;  but  inftgad  oi  that  he  baniihed  fcience  from  her  natal  feat }  the  native  princes 
were  packed  up  in  prifons  like  bales  of  muflin,  and  left  to  feed  on  the  vapours  of  a 
gaol,  even  deprived  of  opium  to  lull  their  fenfes  into  forgctfulnefs;  the  plough  was 
arrefted  in  its  ihining  career;  and  wherever  he  trod  he  miiked  his  footfteps  In  blood 
and  devaftatioQ.'* 

»  -  Af:er 
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ever,  turned  out  in  the  event  far  diiFerent  from  his  hopes 
and  expe£tations ;  while  the  length  of  it  failed  not  to  involve 
both  hinifelf  and  party  in  reproach. 

During 

After  recBpitttUtiag  the  coftduA  of  Mr.  H«  tnd  fe7eral  of  his  agents^  be  at  lengtit 
came  to  Debl  Sing. 

**  T*hii  monrter,*'  fa»d  he,  "  raifed  the  rents  of  the  inhabitants.  He  crowded  the 
prtfons  with  perfo/is  of  all  ranks*  and  mzde  them  give  bonds  to  what  amount  he 
pleafed,  as  the  price  of  their  liberty ;  thefe  bonds  were  put  in  force,  and  their  de. 
Aefnes  fold  at  one  year's  purchafe  to  cancel  the  nnjuft  debt.  This  was  not  faf<* 
ficient;  he  fold  even  the  very  ground  deftined  for  the  burial  of  the  owners,  and  this 
was  to  them,  from  the  nature  of  their  education  and  religion,  the  moft  heart-rend- 
ing of  all  their  loffcs.  Having  robbed  the  living  of  their  libeity,  food,  &c.  and  the 
^ad  even  of  a  reiling  place,  he  rcco!lt6lcd  there  was  another  clafs,  the  poor  pea- 
santry, whoj  though  unable  to  aflift  in  the  gratification  of  his  avarice,  they  could  flill, 
however,  adminiftcr  to  his  ciuclty. 

"  This  inoffeniive  race  was  cruelly  tortured:  cords  were  drawn  tight  round' the 
fingers,  until  the  flefii  of  the  four  in  each  hand'was  a^ualiy  incorporated  a.id  become 
one  ibliil  jnafs;  the  fingers  were  then  feparaced  by>  wedges  of  iron,  and  wood  driven 
itt  between  them.  Others  were  tied  two  and  two  by  the  feet,  and  thrown  acrofs  s 
vrooden  bar,  upon  which  they  hung  with  their  feet  upperni)ftj  they  wefe  then  beat 
OB  the  foles^of  their  feet  until  their  toe  nails  dropped  o/f. 

**  They  were  afterwards  beat  about  the  head  until  the  blood  guihed  out  at  the 
mouth,  nofe,  and  ears^  they  were  alfo  flogged  upon  the  naked  body  with  bamboo  canes 
and  )!rickly  buihes,  and  above  all  with  fome  poifonoas  weeds,  which  were  of*  a  moik 
cauftic  nature  and  burnt  at  every  touch.  The  cruelty  of  the  moniter  who  had  or- 
dered all  this,  had  continued  tg  tear  the  mind  as  well  as  the  body  ,  he  frequently  had 
m  father  and  Ton  tied  nakt^d  to  one  another  by  the  feet  and  arms,  and  then  flogged  un- 
Ul  the  ikin  was  torn  from  the  flj/hj  and  he  had  the  deviIi{h^fatisfa£tion  to  know  that 
every  blow  muft  hurt,  for  if  one  efcaped  the  ion,  his  fenfibility  was  wounded  by  the 
Icnowicdge  f e  hjd  that  the  blow  had  fallen  upon  his  father  ;  when  the  fane  torture 
was  felt  by  the  father,  then  he  knew  that  every  blow  that  mifTcd  him  had  fallen  upon 
hM  ion*  ^  / 

**  The  treatment  of  the  females  could  not  be  defcribed:  dragged  forth  from  the 
ininoft  recefTes  of  their  houfes,  which  the  religion  of  the  country  had  made  fo  many 
fan^luanes,  they  were  expofed  naked  to  the  public  view;  the  virgins  were  catried  to 
the  courts  of  juftice,  where  they  might  naturally  have  looked  for  prute6lion,  but  new 
'  they  looked  for  it  in  vain  ;  for  in  the  face  of  the  roinillers  of  juftice,  in  the  face  of 
the  fpeftators,  in  the  face  of  the  fun,  thefe  tender  and  modeit  virgins  were  brutally 
\lolated. 

«*  The  only  difference  between  their  treatment  and  that  ofthcir  mothers  was,  that 

the  former  were  dishonoured  in  the  face  of  dav,  the  latter  in  the  gloomy  rcceifes  of 

rthe'r  dungeons.     Other  fi^males  hsd  the  nipples  of  their  breafls  put  in  a  cVift  of 

kamboo  and  torn  off ;  what  modefly  in  allnatioDS  moi!  carefully  conceals,  thismun- 

flct 


Durirtg  the  debate  oa  the  commercial  treaty  with  Frawcc^ 
(January  23,  1787),  the  member  for  Malton^  exhibited  an 
undiminifhed  verfatility  of  talents,  and  pointed  his  ridicule  with 
no  common  fucccfs  at  Mr.  Pitt,  who,  according  to  him,  con- 
templated the  fubject  with  a  narrownefs  peculiar  to  limited 
minds:— r"  He  fa«ms  to  confider  it,"  adds  he,  **  as  an  affair  of 
'  two  little  compting-houfes,  and  not  of  two  great  nations.  He 
feems  to  confider  it  as  a  contention  between  the  fign  of  the 
F/cur-de-lis  2ind  the  fign  of  the  old  Rcdllon^  for  which  (hould 
obtain  the  beft  cuftom." 

*'  The  love,"  continues  he,  "  tTiat  France  bears  to  this 
country,  has  been  depi£ted  in  all  the  glowing  colours  of  ro- 
mance. Nay,  in  order  to  win  upon  our  paflions  at  the  cxpence 
of  our  reafon,  (lie  has  been  perfonified,— decked  out  in  all  her 
Zi//Vi,— and  endued  with  a  heart  inQ^able  of  infidelity,  -and  a 
tongue  that  feems  only  at  a  lofs  to  -  convey  the  artlefs  language 
of  that  heart.  She  defires  nothing  more  than  to  be  in  friend- 
fliip  with  us.  She  has  ftretched  forth  her  arms  to  embrace  us  ; 
nay  more,  (he  has  ftretched  them  through  the  fea,  witnefs  Cher- 
bourg. Curiofity  may  be  indulged  without  danger  in  furveying 
the  pyramids  of  Egypt,  thofe  monuments  of  human  power  for 
no  human  purpofe.  Would  I  could  fay  the  fame  of  Cherbourg. 
We  gaze  at  the  works  now  carrying  on  in  that  harbour  like  the 
iilly  Trojans,  who  gazed  at  the  wooden  hoife  whofe  bowels 
teemed  with  their  dfeftru£lion." 

The  next  public  event  of  importance  in  which  we  find  Mr, 
Burke  engaged,  occurred  in  confequence  of  his  majefty's  in- 
difpofition.  On  this  occafion  he  took  an  active  part  in  the 
debates  of  the  houfe  of  commons;  and  is  fuppofcd  to  havte 
penned  a  letter  for  one,  and  a  fpeech  for  another,  branch  of 
the  royal  family.  When  Mr.  Pitt  moved  his  declaratory  refo- 
Kuions  relative  to  the  provifional  exercife  of  the  royal  au- 
thority, lie  attacked  him  with  much  afperity  of  language,  and 
was    particularly  fcvere  on  the   manner  in   which   the  royal 

ftcr  revealed  to  view,  and  confumcd  by  flow  fires;  nay  fomc  of^the  monflrous  tooTi 
.  of  that  monftcr  Dcbi  Sing  had,  horrid  to  tell,  carried  their  unnatural  barbarky  fo  far 
»  to  int^oduc:  death  lots  the  fcurcc  of  lifct" 

affunt 
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ailent  was  to  be  given  to  all  future  a£b  of  parliament  ^.  Tlie 
men  who  held  moil  of  the  high  places  under  the  government 
were  treated  as  **  jobbers,"  '•  old  hacks  of  the  court,'*  and  the 
**  fiipporters  and  betrayers  of  all  parties  ;'*  and  it  was  **  a  mock 
crown,  a  tinfel  robe,  and  a  fceptre  from  the  theatre,  lackered  over 
and  unreal,'*  which  were  about  to  be  conferred  on  the  prince  of 
Wales, 

The  oppofition,  leflened  indeed  by  a  few  occaConal  defertionsy 
had  hitherto  adled  as  a  great  public  body,  fuppofed  to  be  united 
in  general  principles,  for  the  common  welfare  and  profperity  of 
the  ftate ;  but  the  French  revolution  thinned  their  ranks,  dif- 
pelled  their  confequence,  and,  by  fowing  jealoufy  between  the 
chiefs,  fpread  confternation  and  difmay -among  their  followers.  . 

It  was  on  the  2d  of  March  1790,  when  Mr.  Fox  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  corporation  and  teft  a<Jb, 
that  this  difunion  became  evident;  and  foon  after  this  Mr. 
Burke  declared  **  that  his  honourable  friend  and  he  were  fepa- 
rated  in  their  politics  fqr  ever."  'All  his  fpeechcs,  after  this 

*  But  what  is  to  be  done  whco  the  crown  is  in  a  ddiqulum  f    We  are  to  take  a 

man  with  a  large  brtno  and  a  htg  Kvig\  he  fs  a  fit  perfon :    tnift  none  of  the  lojral 

family,  ibr  they  will  all  rob  the  crown,  becaufe  they  are  the  relatives  of  the  fovereign ) 

and  in  order  to  fix  a  proper  and  legal  fan^ion  upon  our  proceedings,  we  will  gi?e  a 

iiditious  aHent  to  our  own  a£^s.  This  is  called  the  rtyal  fijjlnt^  \ylthout  any  intimation 

to  the  royal  perfon  of  any  fuch  an*ent,^^or  to  the  illuftrious  perfonage  who  is  to  a6l  far 

him !    This  is  a  glaring  falfehood,  a  palpable  abfurdicy.     I  do  notUpprove  of  robbery, 

houfcfarcakitji_',  hi  ;hway  robbery^  or  any  other  felony  :  yet  ^ach  of  them  is  lefs  iner- 

cufable  than  i  ^w.rorgcry.    The  great  feal  is  to  be  affixed  to  a  commifiion  robbing  the 

executive  power  of  its  due  fun<£lion$  a  certain  compodtion  of  wax  and  copper  is  to 

rcprefent  the  monarch  :  this  is  a  fpecies  of  abfurd  metaphyfics  and  abfurd  mechanics 

-^a  fiction  fo  prfpofterous,  that  I  do  not  fee  how  it  is  poilible  to  treat  it  otherwife 

than  with  contempt  and  ridicule ;  but  the  great  tfftCt  which  this  abfurd! ty  is  to  have, 

jnakes  it  ferious  and  important.  ■  I  difclaim  all  allegiance— I  renounce  all  obedience 

luid  loyalty  to  a  king  fo  chofen,  a  crown  fo  formed.— I  have  given  my  alligiance  al. 

ready  to  the  houfe  of  Hanover^  to  poflTefs  the  power  given  by  the  conAitution.    I 

worihip  the  gods  of  our  glorious  conftitution ;.  but  I  will  not  worship  PftiAPUs!  — 

I  have  the  pleaiure  to  coincide  with  the  idea  of  my  right  honouraUe  friend  (Mr. 

Fox),  concerning  the  right  of  the  prince  of  WAtES.     If  the  king  be  blind,  dumb, 

lethargic,  or  apbple^ic,  there  muft  be  fome  perfon  who  is  perfeQ,  or  elfe  to  whom  do 

we  owe  our  allegiance  ?     Gentlemen  on  the  other  Ijdc  feem  to  value  themfelves,  like 

antiquaries,  who  have  a  Homcb  without  a  head ;  and  the  conftitution  i»  thus  made  a 

Museum.'* 
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period,  were  replete  with  acrimony  againft  the  French  nation* 
and  their  fuppofed  abettors  in  this  country ;  and,  not  content  with 
rhetorical  flourifhes,  he  at  length  introduced  a  praiilcal  trape^  by 
drawing  a  dagger  from  his  pocket,  waving  it  in  the  air,  and  ex- 
claiming, '^  that  it  was  this  they  were  to  gain  by  an  alliance  with 
France.**  At  length,  on  the  evening  of  the  fourth  of  iMarch, 
after  Mr.  Sheridan  had  moved  for  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  feditions  pra£lices  alledged  to  exift  in  the  country,  Mr, 
Burke,  who  had  already  withdrawn  his  name  /from  the  Vhig 
club  *,  ftarted  up  from  his  feat,  ran  towards  the  treafury  bench, 
and  when  he  had  got  to  the  middle  of  the  floor,  furveying  his: 
former  colleagues  with  an  air  of  indignation,  and  exclaiming 
<*  I  quit  the  camp,  I  quit  the  campf  T'-feated  himfelf  by  the  fide 
of  his  quondum  adverfaries. 

The  miniftry  now  feemed  anxious  to  provide  for  their  new^ 
allbciate ;  and  he,  on  his  part,  certainly  appea-red  deferving  of 
fome  remuneration  at  their  hands,  for  he  had  abandoned  all  his 
old  friends,  and  not  a  few'of  his  old  principles.  In  addition  to 
this,  his  **  Refleftions  on  the  Revolution  in  France  J,"  had 
afforded  fome  degree  of  countenance,  and  even  popularity,  to  the 
meafure^  of  adminiftration ;  and,  not  content  with  his  own 
exertions,  he  had  enlifted  his  fon  on  the  fame  iide,  and  even 
fent  him  toCoblentz.  The  royal  munificence  at  length  gra- 
tified his  warmeft  wiflies,  for  by  a  warrant,  dated  September 
24th,  1795,  and  made  to  commence  January  5th,  1793,  he  re- 
ceived a  pen  fion  of  ^.1,200  for  his  own  life,  and  that  of  his 
wife,  on  the  civil  liA;  while  two  other  penfions  of  j^*  2,500 
a  year  for  three  lives,  payable  out  of  the  four  and  a  half  per  cent, 
fund,  dated  0£tober  24,  I7Q5»  were  made  to  commence  from 
July  24,  1793-  Honours  as  well  as  wealth  now  feemed  to  await 
him,  for  he  was  about  to  be  ennobled,  and  his  family  rendered  one 
of  the  **  Corinthian  capitals'*  of  the  Britiih  conftitution,  when 
the  untimely  death  of  an  only  child  put  an  end  to  his  dreams  of 

« 

•  February  28,  1798. 

\  Mr.  Sheridan  it  reported  to  have  fali,  *'  that  he  hopeii,  as  the  honounble  gentle* 
■an  had  quitted  the  camp  as  a  dcfertcr,  he  would  not  rcUUA  aa  a  fpy." 
X  Publiih«din  1 790.     ' 
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ambition,  and  contributed  not  a  little  to  haften  his  own»  whidb 
occurred  at  his  houfe  at  Beaconsfield>  July  8,  1797. 

Thus  died,  in  the  fixty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  Edmund  Burke, 
one  of  the  greateft  orators,  ftatefmen,  and  authors,  of  his  age; 
one  whofe  name  will  long  continue  to  be  celebrated ;  and  who, 
bad  he  fallen  during  .the  meridian  of  his  fame  and  character, 
would  have  fcarcely  been  confidered  as  fecond  to  any  man,  either 
of  ancient  or  modern  times. 

As  a  man  of  letters,  he  ranks  high  in  point  of  g;enlus,  learning, 
and  compofition  j  and  his  works  are  attended  with  this  peculiarity, 
that  they  are  the  produ£tion  of  almofl  the  only  orator  of  his  day, 
who  could  wield  his  pen  with  as  much  fluency  as  his  tongue,  and 

fiiine  equ^ly  in  the  ienate  and  the  ciofet.  His  diiTe:  lation  on  tiie 
**  Sublime  and  Beautiful"^  acquired  him  the  applaufe  oi  all,  and 
fecured  him  the  friendfliip  and  afiiftance  of  many  men  of  tafte 
in  the  nation.  }f\s  political  tradts  betoken  much  reading,  deep 
thought,  uncommon  fagacity;  and  even  thoie  who  may  be  dif- 
pofed  to  objed  to  his  doSrines,  cannot  but  admire  hb  various 
talents,  his  happy  allufions,  and  his  acute  penetration.  There  is 
no  fpecies  of  compofition  which  he  has  not  attempted  ;  no  fub- 
jcGt  on  which  he  has  not  occaGonally  treated  :  his  ilrft  and  his 
laft  days  were  equally  dedicated  to  literature,  and  he  difdained 
not  any  fpecies  of  it,  from  the  newfpaper  column,  that  fupplied 
needful  bread  to  his  early  youth,  to  the  (nore  elaborate  pertorm- 
,4^nce  that  procured  unheceflary  opulence  to  his  old  age. 

As  an  orator,  notwithftanding  fome  glaring  defers,  he  almofl 
ilands  unrivalled.  His  gefticulation  was  at  times  violent  and 
r^pulfive,  his  manner  harih  and  overbearing,  his  epithets  coarfe 
and  difguliing;  on  many  occaiions  he  made  pfe  of  affertions 
"which  were  not  bottomed  in  fa£l,  and  on  one  in  particular,  to- 
ward the. latter  end  of  his  life,  had  rccourfe  to  ftage  trick  and 

pantomime,  inftead  of  C#nfe  and  argument.  But  on  the  other 
hand,  no  man  was  better  calculated  to  aroufe  the  dormant  paf- 
fions,  to  call  forth  the  glowing  aiFe£Uons  of  the  human  heart, 
and  to  **  harrow  up"  the  inmoft  recefles  of  the  foul.  Venality 
and  meannefs  (lood  appalled  in  his  prefcnce-^  he  whb  was  dead  to 
the  feelings  of  Iiis  own  conficience^  was  flill  alive  to  bis  animated 

reproaches ; 


tcproaches ;  ^nd  corruption  for  a  while  became  jikrmed  at  the 
terrors  of  his  countenance.  His  powers  were  never  more  con- 
fpicuous  than  on  that  memorable  day  on  which  he  expofed  the 
enornHties  of  a  fubaltcm  agent*  of  Oriental  defpotifm— on 
which  he  depifted  the  tortures  infll£ted  by  his  orders,  the  fla- 
grant injullice  committed  by  his  authority,  the  pollution  that 
enfued  in  confequence  of  his  fan€tion-*when  he  painted 
agonizing  nature  vibrating  in  horrid  fufpenfe  between  life  and 
deftruftion — when  he  defcribed,  in  the  climax  of  crimes,  **  death 
introduced  into  the  very  fources  of  life,"  the  bofoms  of  his  audi- 
toib  became  convulfed  with  paffion,  and  thoTe  of  more  delicate 
organs  and  weaker  frame  a£tually  fwooned  away.  Nay,  after 
Che  hoTOi  of  eloquence  had  fpent  its  force,  and  the  captivated  ears 
no  longer  liftened  to  his  voice,  his  features  ftill  fpoke  the  purpofc 
of  his  heart,  his  hand  ftill  feemed  to  threaten  puniihment,  and  his 
brow  to  meditate  vengeance. 

In  the  life  of  this  great  man  two  critical  epochs  appear  to  be 
equivocal.  He  has  been  accufed  of  entering  into  the  profecution 
of  Mr.  Haftings  from  unworthy  motives..  For  this,  however, 
there  is  fcarcely  a  colourable  pretext ;  and  furely  lihere  was  fuf- 
ficent  ground  for  the  charges  he  adduced,  for  they  were  eagerly 
voted  by  the  commons,  and  re-echoed  from  one  end  of  the  nation 
to  the  other  with  refponiive  indignation.  In  the  conduct  of. that 
bufijicfs  he  cannot,  however,  be  faid  to  have  been  blamelefs,  foe 
the  idea  of  a  life  of  impeachment ^  is  in  exprefs  oppofition  to  the 
benignant  genius  and  fpirit  of  o|ir  laws.  The  indelicacy  with 
\^hidh  he  treated  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  and  the  language  he 
made  ufe  of  on  thatoccafion,  were  highly  cenfurable;  and  Coke, 
while  he  termed  Raleigh  a  "  viper,"  and  Burke,  when  he  called 
Haftings  ^'  captain  general  of  iniquity,"  feem  to  have  equally 
violated  all  modefty  and  decorum. 

The  other  fubjeft  to  which  we  have  juft  alluded,  is  his  ac- 
ceptance of  a  penfion,  and  that  too  amidft  the  immenfe 
expenditure  of  a  war  which  he  himfelf  had  fo  facccfsfi^ly  con- 
tributed to  promote. 

•  DcbjSiogi 
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For  his  manly  conduft  during  the  conteft  with  America,  and 
the  feeble  reform  bill  that  followed  it,  by  which  he  ^'  fcotch'd, 
not  killed  tiie  fnake"  of  influence,  he  was  amply  rewarded  ;  as  the 
juftice  of  his  coadjuton  had  adjudged  him  the  emoluments^of  a 
lucrative  office,  while  the  generofity  of  a  munificent  patron  bellow- 
ed a  noble  eftate,  and  the  applaufe  of  a  grateful  country  prefented 
him  with  civic  crowns.  What  old  claims  remained  unfatished? 
What  new  debts  had  the  nation  incurred  ?  Although  anxious 
to  probe  the  frailties  of  every  othpr  department,  he  would  not  re- 
form the  very  office  in  which  he  himfelf  prefided*;  referring 
HI  his  vengeance  for  Oriental  fpoilers,  he  not  only  fcreened  but 
defended  the  peculations  of  a  donieftic  delinquent ;  e^^er  to  dif- 
cover  the  abufes  and  malverfations  of  the  royal  buttery  and 
pantry,  burning  with  indignation  at  the  vails  of  turnfpits  and 
perquifites  of  lords  of  the  bedchamber,  he  fet  his  face  againfl: 
thofe  grand  conditutional  meliorations  which  could  alone  prevent 
the  inroads  of  defpotifm  on  the  one  handi  and  of  anarchy  on  the 
other. 

It  was  not  until  he  had  turned  his  tongue  to  flavifti  paeans, 
and  re-echoed  the  drains  of  a  Filmer  and  a  Sacheverel,  that  he 
prefumed  to  look  to  the  throne  for  reward.  It  was  then  that  a 
penfion,  which,  when  converted  into  Banco  crowns,  would  have 
purchafed  a  German  principality,  was  readily  beflowed«  And 
this,  too,  was  wrefted,  in  the  firft  inftance,  from  the  toils  of  a 
nation  which  he  had  fo  recently  and  indignantly  charaderiftd  as 

*  *'  With  what  pleafure  ihould  we  add,  at  a  proof  of  Mr.  Barkc*s  real  pafriotlfm 
and  difintereftednefi,  that  hit  bill  of  re  trench  meats  was  followed  by  ao/otber  far  the 
regulation  of  his  own  office,  the  principal  objeA  of  which  was  to  prevent  the  polfi- 
bility  of  any  balance  accumulating  in  the  hands  of  the  paymafter !  But  safbrtnnately 
Mr,  hariit  £d  not prsfUfe  wbat  be  preaihed :  his  accounts  remain  unfcttkd  it  the 
£i(ch(>^uer  to  this  day ;  nor  did  Mr.  Fitt,  as  chancellor,  ceafe  to  teafe  him  with 
im.portunatc  letters  on  that  fubje<f^,  till  a  political  cooipromifc,  not  very  honourable 
fo  eitlicr  of  the  parties,  took  place  between  them  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1789.** 

M'CwrmcViJJfe^fE.  Burkcy  p,  255. 

<*  But  the  Aamelefs  profligacy  of  this  fcif -degraded  old  man  was  tix^ttiy  perhaps 
more  confpicu3tts  than  in  his  oppofitioa  to  Mr.  Hsrrifon's  motion  refpealng  places 
and  penfi  ns,    Mr.  Burke  treated  the  matter  as  a  jeft;  and  confidered  the  propofal 
to  make  finecures  an  obj.£t  of  refource  as  a  Ha^rant  invafion  of  the  rghts  of  indi« 
vidiiah— rights  which  were  as  iacrcd.  as  any  Uaded  properly^  &c.    ^•i*  373- 

*^  a  fwinifli 


BURKp.  501 

*'  a  fwiniih  multitude,'* — it  was  conferred  by  a  prince  whom,  in 
tht  hour  of  his  deepdiftrcfs,  he  had  indecentlyrcprefented  "as  a 
monarch  fmitten  by  the  hand  of  Omnipbtence,  hurled  from  his 
throne  by  the  Almighty  ;"  and,  to  fum  up  the  whole,  it  was  foli- 
cited  through  the  interceflion  of  a  man,  whom  he  had  accufed 
of  '•  gigantic  prodigality,"  and  whofe  government  he  had  cen- 
fured  as  "  furpafSng  the  heroic  ages  of  Roman  corruption."  How 
much  more  noble  was  the  conduft  of  that  hoary  courtier,  the 
duke  of  Newcaftle,  who,  when  obliged  to  retire  with  an  im- 
paired, if  not  a  ruined  fortune,  rejefted  with  fcorn  the  boon 
that  was  offered,  and  gallantly  replied,  *«  that  if  he  were 
not  allowed  to  ferve,  he  ihould  not  become  a  burthen  to  his 

country!" 

But  in  private  life  he  fecms  to  have  been  more  fortunate^  Incon- 
fequence  of  his  early  marriage  with  a  woman  of  mild  manners,  who 
foothed  the  perpetual  cares  by  which  he  was  furrounded,  alleviated 
a  morbid  irritability  of  temper  to  which  he  was  fubjedt,  and  by 
fharing,  lefTened  all  his  affli(^ions,  and  rendered  his  h&me  com- 
fortable.    His  refped  for  her  extended  even  to  her  religion,  and 
the  virulence  of  his  early  prejudices  againft  her  feci  feems  to  have 
worn  off  by  contaA  with  an  amiable  individual  of  the  Ro- 
mifh  church.     In  his  friend{hips  he  was  warm»  in  his  enmities 
deadly.     He  was  ready  to  facrifice  his  life  for  the  objeft  of  his 
attachment ;  and  left  few  of  his  family  unplaced,  unpenfioned, 
or  unprovided  for.     On  the  other  hand,  he  would  have  infli£ted 
even  torture  itfclf  on  the  fubjeft  of  bis  abhorrence.     With  a 
boldnefs  approaching  to  temerity,  he  boafled  that  he  kept  up  a 
connexion   with   Franklin,  although  the  law  termed  him  a 
**  rebel,"  wliile  he  configned  his  friend  Paine  to  the  vengeance 
of  *'  criminal  juftice ;"  and  rejoicing  over  a  fallen  enemy,  when 
imprifoned  in  a  loathfome  jail,  he,  tvith  an  air  of  triumph,  advifed 
lord  George  Gordon  to  extricate  himfelf,  if  he  were  able,  **  by 
thumping  his  Talmud* !" 

It 

•  During  that  eledmn  fot  Weftminfter,  In  whkh  Mr.  Fox  was  oppofed  by  lord 
I'lncoln,  Mr.  Burlce,  who  had  a  vote  which  he  was  about  to  bcftow  on  his  friend, 
was  challenged  as  a  Papif^,  and  the  mob  before  the  huftings  exclaimed,  <<  Tip  him 
^  long  oath  1"   At  the  condufioa  of  the   ceremony,  having  killed  cbe  hook.,  he 

K  k  3  turnei 


5C1  BURlCEr 

It  was  at  his  own  table  that  he  diicovered  the  charms  of 
private  virtue,  and  difplayed  all  the  powers  of  focial  conveHe  ;  it 
was  amidft  his  own  fieldl  that  he  exhibited  gentle  and  endearing 
manners ;  it  was  in  the  village  circle,  or  at  the  harveft  homCy 
that  the  philofophcr,  the  ftatefmaa,  the  author,  the  orator,  re- 
laxing and  unbending  from  the  ftemer  purfuits  to  which  he  had 
been  accuftomed,  would  mingle  with  his  fellow  men,  and  be- 
come more  exalted  than  before,  by  imking  to  the  IcTel  of  thef(^ 
fens  of  toil*. 

Poftcrity  will  finally  decide  relative  to  the  motives  and  rhcprin'* 
r//»/rj  of  this  extraordinary  man.  His  reputation,  fo  far  asconcems^ 
his  writings  or  his  fpeeches,  is  already  eftabliflied,  but  his  politi- 
cal fagacity  will  certainly  be  ranked  either  high  or  low  by  the 
iituation  to  which  he  may  have  aflided  to  reduce  or  to  elevate  his 
country ;  white,  m  refpeft  to  pecuniary  matters,  his  conduS  will 
probably  be  eftimated  by  the  fordid  venality,  or  generous  inde- 
.  pendence,  of  a  fuccecding  age.     Gn  this  fubjefk  the  prcfent  is 
divided,  and  indeed  this  account  of  fo  extraordi^iary  a  man  cannot 
perhaps  be  better  clofed  than  by  the  following  fhort  extrads- 
containing  the  jarring  and  difcordant   opinions  of  two  of  his 
avowed  biographers. 
By  one  we  are  told  that 

**  The  qualities  of  his  heart  were  not  lefs  amiable  and  cfti* 
mable  than  his  talents  were  aftoniihing: — benevolent, -juft,  tcn>- 
perate,  magnanimous.  He  loved  his  country,  loved  its  conftitu- 
tion,  becaufe  he  believed  it  the  bed  adapted  for  its  happinefs :  at 
different  thn^s,  from  the  fame  principle,  he  fupported  different 
mennbers  of  it,  when  he  thought  the  one  or  the  other  Kkdy  to 
be  overbalanced.  During  the  prevalence  of  the  Bute  plans, 
dreading  the  influence^  of  the  crown,  he  fupported  the  people  ; 
and  for  tlie  fame  realbn,  during  the  American  war. 

tomed  round,  and  threw  ic  ¥rith  creat  indigntti^  amHft  the  crowd*  In  i97S>lie 
feised  the  book  of  eftimates  for  the  prdiovy  and  extraordinary  (erYice  of  the  navy, 
and  buried  it  at  the  treafury  bench.  Lord  North,  who  coofidered  him,  no  do«bt,  at  » 
volcano,  was  accuftomed  to  term  the  abu£ve  langiugv  he  made  ufe  of  upon  thtle  oc- 
cafiont,  « the  lava  of  his  eloquic^ce.'^  "^ 

*  It  would  appear  from  Mr.  M«Cormick's  aocount,  that  Ms  political  antipathies 
bad  at  length  extended  to  the  peafaatry,  and  thue  dc/omed  one  of  the  moil  uniabfe 
«r«ts  in  his  charadier. 

"After 


i 

•'  After  the  overthrow  of  the  French  monarchy,  the  arif-' 
tocra'cy,  and  the  diflfemination  in  Great  Britain  of  the  principle) 
that  had  deftroved  thefe  powers,  apprehending  (imilar  eiFefis,  if 
not  vigoroufly  oppofed  in  England,  he  flrenuoufly  fupported  the 
monarchy  and  aridocracy.-  Thus  difcriminately  patriotic  in 
public  life,  in  liis  private  relations  his  condu£k  was  highly  me- 
ritorious. A  fond  and  attentive  hufband,  an  affectionate  and 
judiclouily  indulgent  father,  a  (incere  friend,  at  once  fervid  and 
a£live,  a  liberak  and  kind  mafler,  an  agreeable  neighbour,  a 
zealous  and  bountiful  patron,  he  diffufed  light  and  happineis. 
His  principles  were  as  ftri(9:,  and  habits  as  virtuouS)  as  his  dif- 
pofitions  were  kind.*" 

Another  exprefles  himfeif  in  very  difierent  language: 
**  Integrity  is  the  firft  requiiite,  and  eloquence  the  next. 
Mr.  Burke  poflefied  the  latter  accomplishment,  but  he  wanted 
the  former  virtue.  His  tongue  was  perfuafive,  but  his  heart  and 
hands  were  not  pure.  He  had  the  misfortune,  by  the  abufe  of 
his  extraordinary  powers,  to  do  more  mifchief  than,  per- 
haps, ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  any  other  individual.  Such  charac- 
ters hold  out  an  awful  leflbn  to  mankind  \  and  it  is  the  mod 
facred  duty  of  the  hiftorian,  or  biographer,  not  only  to  embalm 
the  memories  of  the  great  and  good  in  the  odours  of  never- 
dying  praife,  but  to  hang  up  the  bafe,  the  degenerate,  and 
the  wicked,  as  a  terror  to  othen»  on  the  gibbets  of  eternal 
infamyf." 


THE  REVEREND  JOHN  FELL. 

The  Rev.  John  Fell  was  bom  Auguft  2i;d,  173a,  at  Cocker-' 
mouth,  in  the  oounty  of  Cumberland.  Like  many  celebrated 
chara&ers  in  the  literary  world,  he  coi^ld  not  boad  of  his  own 

*  BiOetfi  Life  of  Edmund  Burke. 

t  Men.  of  the  Rt.  Hen.  Edmund  Burke,  by  Charles  M'Oormick,  LL.B.  p.  383  « 
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lineage  ;  nor  was  he,  on  the  other  hand,  difpofed  to  envy  thoC: 
who  could  recount  a  long  ferics  of  noble  anccftors.  His  farriier, 
Mr  Daniel  Fell,  was  clerk  at  the  independent  meettng-houfc 
at  Cockertnouth,  and  fupported  himfelf  aild  family  by  keeping 
a  day  and  evening-fchool :  he  was  a  man  of  coniidenible  abilities 
and  exemplary  piety,  but  fufTered  greatly  from  bodily  affliAion, 
and  there  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  his  circtimftanccs  were 
not  the  tnoft  flourifhing,  though  perhaps  not  particularly  dif- 
treffing. 

Mr.  Jofifi  Fell  was  defigncd  for  trade,  and  ferved  an  appren- 
tice^Tiip  of  fomc  few,  years  to  a  perfon  in  Cockermoiith ;  he 
aftcrvVards  removed  to  London,  and,  in  confequence  of  the 
letters  ot  recommendation  which  he  carried  with  him,  was 
immediately  employed  by  a  perfon  of  conliderable  refpei^ability 
in  the  fame  line  of  bufmefs:  this  perfon,  who  was  alfo  a  native 
of  Cumberland,  fopn  difcovered  in  Mr.  Fell  a  tafte  for  HtentuFe, 
and  dn  avidity  \n  the  purfait  of  knowledge,  joined  to  con- 
iiderable  abilities  v  nor  did  he  view  thefe  qualities  with  indiffer- 
ence, for  he  was  confcious  of  the  propriety  and  neceffity  of 
bringing  them  forward  to  pablic  notice:  and  as  the  objc£l  of 
Mr.  Fell*s  liigheft  ambition  was  the  Chriftian  miniftry,  this 
good  man,  in  conjun6lion  with  a  few  other  gentlemen  of 
wealth,  fenfe,  and  philanthropy,  placed  him,  when  he  was 
about  nineteen  or  twenty  years  of  age,  at  the  academy  at  Mile- 
End,  an  inftitution  appertaining  to  that  clafs  of  Proteftant 
Diflenters  commonly  ftyled  **  Independents.'* 

The  tutors  of  this  feminary  were  three  eminent  difTenting 
minifters.  Dr.  Walker,  Dr.  Condcr,  and  Dr.  Gibbons ;  and 
Mr.  Fell  foon  convinced  them  that  he  was  not  difmayed  by 
ordinary  obfVacics :  for,  in  the  courfe  of.  a  few  months,  his 
progrcfs  in  learning  excited-  their  wonder  and  applaufe.  He 
allotted  but  a  very  few  hours  for  reft  and  relaxation,  and,  by  a 
jvidicious  arrangement  of  bis  varied  fludies,  and  a  peculiai* 
manner  of  hufbanding  his  time,  he  acquired  in  a  few  years  fuch 
a  {lock  of  information  on  various  fubjefts,  as  is  feldom  gained 
but  by  tedious  application  whilft  young,  and  the  conftant  atten^ 
tion  of  riper  years.  The  d'digence  of  Mr.  Fell  could  not  fail  to 
attrail  the  particular  notice  of  the  rcffident  tutor,  Dr.  Walker ; 

and 


ini  it  is  iilmoft  ncedlefs  to  fay  of  that  reverend  gentleman,  that 
he  was  a  claffical  fcholar  of  the  firft  rank,  a  man  of  nniverfal 
knowledge,  who  rejoiced  in  difcovering  gejiius,  and  delighted  no 
lefs  in  foftering  it.  Mr.  F.  foon  became  not  mehety  his  fa- 
vourite pupil,  but  conftant  companion,  and  the  do<Sor  every 
day  fpent  an  hour  or  two  with  him  alone,  in  order  to  affift  him 
in  his  iludies  :  this  portion  of  time  was  generally  employed  in 
reading  the  works  of  the  bed  Roman  and  Grecian  writen  ;  and, 
as  a  proof  of  the  favourable  opinion  he  entertainetj  of  Mr.  Fell's 
abilities,  Dodlor  W.  in  more  than  one  or  tv^o  inftanccs,  pre-  / 
diSed  his  future  celebrity,  and  exprefled  to  various  friends,  and 
even  to  Mr.  Fell  himtelf,  his  full  affurancc  that  he  would  one  day 
become  his  fucceffor  in  that  academy*  Dr.  Conder  and  Dr. 
Gibbons  urere  alfo  affeftionately  attached  to  him,  and  he  neVer 
mentioned  their  names  but  with  veneration  and  gratitude. 

**  During  the  few  years  which  Mr.  Fell  pafled  at  Mile  End** 
(fays'  a  *  writer  of  fome  celebrity)  "  were  treafured  up  thofe 
diverflfied  ftores  of  knowledge  which  he  afterwards  difpla^ed 
in  the  courfe  of  a  long,  honourable,  acceptable,  and  fuccefsful 
miniftry  ;  in  no  lefs  than  nine  literary  publications,  t)n  a  variety^ 
of  ufeful,  ingenious,  and  intercfting  fubjefts;  in  cultivating, 
with  high  benefit  and  improvement  to  them,  the  minds  of  in- 
genuous youth  committed  to  his  care  ;  in  difcharging  the  puUtc 
duties  of  tutor  to  that  feminary  in  which  he  had  been  a  pupil ; 
and  which,  in  procefs  of  time,  entitled  him  to  rank,  as  a  literary 
charafler,  in  the  eltimation  of  prelates -thenifelves,,  with  the 
moft  learned  dignitaries  of  our  eftabiiflied  churdi." 

Dr.  Walker  informed  Mr.  Fell,  a  fliort  time  before  he  left 
the  academy,  that  the  tutor  of  a  feminary  at  Norwich,  with 
whom  he  had  been  in  habits  of  friendship  for  many  years,  had 
written  to  him,  intimating  that  he  wanted  a  young  man  who 
was  a  good  claflical  fcholar,  and  a  perfon  of  charafter  and  rc- 
fpeftability,  as  an  alllftant  in  his  houfe ;  and  as  Mr.  Fell  had  no 
expectation  of  fettling  in  any  fituation  as  a  preacher  immediately 
on    his  leaving  Mile-End^  the  dodtor  advifed  him  to  accept 

♦  Dr.  Hunler'i  Faiieral  Sermon  for  Mr.  ?t\U  pagrs  ^r  and  jz.— Third  Edition. 
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the  invitation,  which  he  did,  and  recnained  fcH*  a  confideraUe 
time  at  Norwich, :  be  aft^wards  removed  to  Beccles,  near  Great 
Yarmouth,  on  the  confines  of  SuflFolk  and  Norfolk,  where  he 
preached  to  a  fmall,  but  attentive  and  aSedtionate  congregation, 
and  received  an  invitation  from  them  to  become  their  pador ; 
but  he  declined  it,  as  they  were  not  regularly  formed  into  a 

Chriftian  church.  It  was  during  Mr.  Fell's  refidence  at 
Becclcs  that  the  late  Dr.  King  of  Hare-court,  being  on  a  vifit 
in  that  part  of  the  country,  accidentally  feJl  in  company  with 
him  at  a  friend's  houfe ;  the  doftor  immediately  had  recourfe 
to  his  fuppofed  talent  at  wit  and  criticifm,  by  addrefling  Mr. 
Fell  in  the  following  manner :  •'  Well,  young  man,  I  hear 
you  are  a  critic  ;  pray,  Sir,  how  do  you  define  a  critic  ?" — Mr. 
Fell  immediately  replied,  *•  Dodlor,  I  never  did  define  a  critic ; 
but  if  I  were  to  attempt  it,  I  think  I  {bould  fay,  he  is  one  wha 
labours  to  make  eafy  things  difficult :"  as  might  be  expelled,  the 
laugh  turned  on  the  do&or,  arid  the  repartee  of  Mr,  Fell  was 
highly  commended. 

To  omit  enumerating  a  great  number  of  other  engagements 
which  occupied  Mr.  Fell's  time  and  attention,  from  the  period  of 
bis  leaving  Norwich  till  the  year  1770,  our  attention  is  now 
called  to  the  intereding  circumftance  of  his^  accepting  the 
paftoral  charge  of  the  church  at  Thaxted,  in  Efiex.  When  he 
was  ordained  paflor  of  that  refpcdable  fociety  of  Independent 
Difienters,  *^  he  was  in  tlie  full  maturity  of  life,  Smd  in  the 
pofleffion  of  all  his  intellcdual  powers.  He  was  planted  in  the 
bofom  of  a  beautiful  and  fertile  country,  and  in  the  heart  of 
an  united,  affectionate,  and  profperous  flock.  He  found  at 
once  fufficicnt  employment  in  the  neceifary  duties  of  his  {lation, 
and  enjoyed  fvifEcicnt  leifure  to  profecute  his  favourite  ftudies*  .** 

Here  he  became  the  guide  of  the  young,  the  admiration  of  the 
old,  the  friend  of  the  poor,  the  favourite  companion  of  the  rich  and 
the  learned,  and  th^  inftru£lor  of  the  illiterate  ;  his  exemplary 
deportment,  his  laudable  ai^ivity,  bis  extenfive  knowledge,  and 
his  love  of  communicating  it,  his  pleafing  addrcfs,  added  to  his 
aflBibility,  combined  to  render  him  the  objedl  of  univerfal  re- 

•  Dr.  Uunter'i  Funeral  Sermoo  for  Mr.  Fell,  Page  53. 
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fpc€t ;  nor  were  bis  admirers  and  moft  intimate  friends  to  be 
found  only  among  the  diflenters  ;  inembers  of  the  eftablifhed 
church  thought  themfelves  honoured  by  his  friendftip,  and  one 
of  his  mod  conftant  vifitors  was  the  reAor  of  the  parifli :  his  fuc- 
ceflbr,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Maynard,  brother  to  lord  Maynard,  fcorn- 
ing  cvCiy  thing  like  party  fpirit,  foon  followed  the  example  of 
hh  predecefibr,  and  rejoiced  in  the  friendihip  of  fuch  a  worthy 
and  intelligent  man  ;  this  was  the  cafe  alio  with  Mr.  Heckford^ 
and  indeed  with  all  the  celebrated  literary  charaders  in  that  part 
of  the  country.  Though  Mr.  Fell  was  fo  conftantly  cngagcdt 
with  his  pupils  (for  he  had  eftabliifaed  a  very  refpedable  board- 
ing-fchool),  and  preached  twice  every  Sunday,  yet  it  was  during 
his  refidence  at  Thaxted  that  he  diftinguiflied  himfelf  by  the 
rapid  produ£tic^  of  fome  w^ll-written  publications,  which  could 
not  &ii  to  eftablifh  his  literary  charader  ^  particularly  his  reply  to 
Fanner's  Treatile  on  the  Demoniacs,  which  immediatelv  ranked 
him  among  the  ableft  polemical  writers  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Fell's  firft»  and  for  fome  time;  fole  pupil,  was  the  only^ 
fon  of  his  early  patron,  now  a  profeflional  gentleman  of  very 
high  refpe£bbility,  to  whom  he  addrefied  an  able  and  afFe£tionate 
letter,  on  his  enterii^  into  the  world,  whence  we  fhall  give  tbe^ 
following  extradt- 

"  Do  you,  my  dear  youth,  think  nobly,  adl  juftly.  ,  AlwaysT 
remark  that  there  are  more  in  this  country  thnn  yourfelf  aiid^ 
favourite  party.  Never  forget  tliat  your  own  country  is  not  thfr 
only  one  in  the  world,  which  has  a  right  to  divine  privileges.  Be» 
sifTured  that  whatever  is  unjuft  in  England,  can  never  be  juft 
clfewhere.  You  have  a  natural  right  to  eat  and  drink,  and  to 
enjoy  likewife  all  the  advantages  of  your  own  nature,  which  is 
intelligent  and  rational;  fo  have  the  wild  Africans,  and  the 
wretched  flaves  in  Jamaica.  You  ought  to  think  and  judge 
what  is  beft  for  yourfelf,  and  follow  your  own  confcience ;  fo 
ought  your  neighbours.  Others  ought  not  to  purfue  their  own 
iptereft  at  your  expence,  nor  to  provide  for  their  own  fafety,  by 
Gripping  you  of  all  defence ;  nor  ought  you,  in  any  caic,*to  acSk 
fo  towards  others. ,  Abhor  what  is  mean,  feliifh,  and  bafe.  As  far 
as  poilible,  let  your  conduft  be  confi^lent  with  your  profeffions : 
5  ,  and 


» • 


and.be  always  afllrred  that  you  have  more  defef^s  than  are  kndWfl 
to  yourfelf.  For  this  reafon^  be  modeft  before  men,  be  abafcd 
in  the  fight  of  God,  who  locks  into  the  heart. 

•*  Forgive  the  length  of  this  letter.  I  love  to  talk  with  yon. 
I  exfcSt  to  hear  good  things  of  you.  But  if  ever  it  fhould  be 
faid  in  my  hearing  that  you  encouraged  what  is  in  itfclf  unjuft, 
oppreflivc,  tyrannical,  or  injurious  to  the  rights  of  human  nature^ 
I  will  weep  for  it  in  filence." 

After  Mr.  Fell  had  refided  fevcral  years  at  Thaxted,  in  the 
midft  of  happinels  and  profperity ,  he  received  a  prefling  invitation 
fix>m  the  conftituents  of  the  independent  academy  (which  had 
been  removed  from  Mile- End  to  Homerton,  in  the  parilh  of 
Hackney,  Middlefex),  to  become  refident  and  claiBcal  tutor  of 
that  inftitution ;  this  he  was  prevailed  on  to  accept ;  and  whilft, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  inhabitants  of  Tliaxted  univerfally  regretted 
his  departure,  it  was,  on  the  other,  a  circunfdance  which  afibrdcd 
no  fmall  pleafure  to  thofe  iiiterefled  in  the  welfare  of  the  aca- 
demy,  that  it  was  to  be  placed  under  the  direiSion  of  a  man  fo 
well  calculated  for  fuch  an  important  fituation.  Unhappily,  how- 
ever, in  the  courfc  of  a  fliort  time,  fome  very  ferious  and  alarm- 
ing diffcTcnces  arofc  between  the  tutor  and  (ludents :  thefe  con- 
tinued to  increafc,  and  at  the  annual  examination  in  June  1795, 
when  many  of  the  truftees  were  in  the  houfe,  Mr.  Fell  brought 
forward  feveral. charges  againft  the  ftudents,  and,  in  return,  va- 
rious accufations  were  adduced  by  them  againft  Mr.  Fell ;  thcfe 
unhappy  differences  were  to  be  fettled  at  fome  future  period. 

Numerous  public  and  private  meetings  were  accordingly  held 
on  the  bufincfs,  from  September  1795,  till  February  or  March 
1796,  inclufive  ;  the  indents  were  all  examined  and  re-examin- 
ed, feparatcly  and  together.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Fell,  he  was 
not  permitted  to  fpeak  in  his  own  defence,  but  the  various  charges 
were  fent  him  in  writing,  and  he  was  required  to  return  his 
anfwers  in  the  fame  manner,  which  he  complied  with.  Some 
gentlemen  belonging  to  the  fociety  then  brought  forward  frefo 
charges  againft  Mr.  Fell,  viva  voce^  of  a  more  ferious  nature 
than  any  of  tire  former :  Mr.  Fell's  friends  conildered  it  to  be  juft 
ni^able  that  he  fliould  have  an  opportunity  of  anfwcring 

thefc 


FBLLi  509 

thefe  new  accufations  likewifc  viva  vociy  and  accordingly  inform- 
ed the  fociety  that,  by  their  defire,  he  was  at  that  very  moment' 
in  another  room  in  the  fame  houfe.  They  at  the  fame  time 
moved  that  he  fhould  be  called  in,  meet  his  accuf^^rs  face  to  face» 
and  he  permitted  to  fpeak  in  his  own  defence :  this,  was  indantiy^ 
refufed  in  the  mod  peremptory  manner ;  and,  about  the  month 
of  February  or  March  1797,  he  received  a  letter,  informing  hlm^ 
that  by  a  majority  of  votes  he  was  expelled  from  the  academy  as 
refident  and  claflical  tutor,  and  muft  leave  it  at  the  Midfummer 
or  Chriflmas  following.  The  debate  was  high  at  moft  of 
their  public  meetings,  and  the  friends  of  Mr.  Fell  formed  a  very 
aflive  and  refpeftable,  though  fmall  minority,  for  o^ly  eleven 
lay-gentlemen,  and  five  minifters,  flood  forward  in  his  defence, 
the  others  being  either  neutral  or  adverfe.  At  length,  when  his 
friends  found,  that  .by  a  majority  of  votes  he  was  thus  rudely  to 
be  forced  from  the  honourable  ftation  he  had  fo  long  occupied 
and  graced,  in  confequence  of  charges  which  they  thought  by 
no  means  proved,  and  without  being  allowed  the  privilege  of  a 
common  felon  at  the  Old  Bailey,  namely,  that  of  fpeaking  in  his 
own  defence,  and  meeting  his  accufers  face  to  face,  they  unani- 
xnoufly  joined  in  drawing  up  the  following  proteft. 

jt  Protejiyjigned  by  Eleven  Members  ^  ag^in/i  the  late  Proceeding 

of  the  King^s  Head  Society  ^  which  relate  to  the  Rev,  Mr^  FelL 

I 

We,  the  underfigned  members  of  the  focjety  for  educating 
young  men  for  the  miniftry,  at  Homerton, 

Having  ferioufly  reflected  on  the  various  charges  whida  have 
been  brought  againll  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fell,  in  tliat  fociety,  togc- 
th(*r  with  his  anfwers  to  the  fame ;  and  after  mature  deliberation 
upon  the  debates  which  have  taken  place  upon  the  difcuilion  of 
this  bufmefs. 

We  ate  (for  the  following  reafons)  of  opinion^  that  he  has^ 
been  treated  with  no  common  marks  of  harflinefs  and  fevciity  j 
that  his  charader  has  been  much  mifreprefented,  and  that  he  has 
been  denied  thofe  means  of  defence  which  are,  in  this  country, 
cenfidered  as  eflential  to  the  ends  of  public  juftice. 

I.  We 
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L  We  difleot  from  the  violent  fentence  which  has  been  pro* 
flounced  on  the  refident  tutor,  becaufe  we  are  of  opinion,  that  if 
dll  the  charges  had  been  proved  againft  him,  it  would  have  been 
difproportioned  to  the  offence,  until  further  means  had  been 

adopted  for  the  regulation  of  thefociety. 

H.  Becaufe  it  is  contrary  to  the  recommendation  of  a  com* 
^  mlttee,  who  had  carefully  inveftigated  the  caufes  of  uneafmefi  at 
Homerton,  and  had  perfonally  examined  the  tutor  and  ftudents. 

III.  Becaufe  the  charges  appear  in  a  very  queflrionable  fbape, 
without  the  name  of  any  one  evidence  to  fupport  them. 

IV.  Becaufe  the  allegations,  of  a  want  of  a  due  authority  in 
the  houfe,  being  preicrved  by  the  refident  tutor,  have  not  been 
proved  to  have  arifen  from  his  mifc6ndu<St,  but  from  a  variety  of 
Other  reafons.  Partly  from  the  complex  nature  of  the  inftitution, 
being  fupportcd  by  two  diftinfl  bodies,  the  fund,  and  the  fociety ; 
fo,  that  when  certain  heavy  complaints  have  been  made  to  one 
body,  of  the  condudl  of  ftudents,  no  effedlual  redrefs  has  been 
given  ;  and  thus  e>camples  of  infubordination  have  been  coun- 
tenanced i  and  there  is  the  ftrongeft  prefumptive  evidence,  that 
thefe  diforders  are  not  chargeable  on  the  preient  tutor,  becaufe  it 

.  is  well  known  that  they  exided  under  other  tutors,  againft 
whom  no  one  has  dared  to  infinuate  a  want  of  perfonal  religion, 
or  general  mifcondu£l ;  and  becaufe  there  is  great  reafon  to  think, 
that  many  irregularities  have  arifen  from  (pme  members  of  the 
fociety  having  countenanced  the  ftudents  in  frivolous  complaints 
piivately  made  againft  their  tutors,  thereby  encouraging  an  oppo- 
fition  to  his  authority. 

V.  Becaufe  the  charge  of  perfonal  mifconduft  has  not  been 
proved  againft  the  refident  tutor,  and  his  anfwers  to  them  appear 
very  fatisfaftory.^ 

VI.  Becaufe  the  mode  of  trial  adopted  in  the  cafe  of  the  re- 
fident tutor  has  been  contrary  to  the  beft  maxim  of  the  Englifli 
jurifprudencc,  namely,  that  of  bringing  the  accujer  and  accufed 
face  to  face. 

VII.  Becaufe,  when  fevtral  members  ftated  new  matter  againft 
the  refident   tutor,   which  was  not  contained   in  the  written 

'^es,  and^  many  obfervations  were  made  on  his  defence,  in 

which 
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which  the  parties  were  at  iffue,  on  matters  of  fiwft,  he  was  pofi- 
tively  refufcd  the  liberty  of  explaining,  or  denying  ttiefe  new 
allcgationSj^although  he  was  ftatcd  te  be  in  the  houje  at  that  iime^ 
mnd  was  anxious  to  have  the  exerc'ije  of  that  right,  of  meeting  his 
accufer^  which  is  not  denied  in  amy  cafe  to  the  vilcft  malefaftor. 

VIII.  Becaufc  many  members  of  the  fociety,  fofar  from  wiih- 
ing  to  hear  what  was  urgi  J  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Fell,  manifeftcd 
a  fpint  of  extreme  impatience, -and  moft  of  his  friends  were  in- 
terrupted in  their  arguments  in  a  moft  difordcriy  manner,  under 
the  pretence  of  calling  them  to  order. 

IX.  Becaufe  the  vexations  which  the  refident  tutor  has  ex- 
perienced in  his  office  for  fome  ypars,  concluded  by  fuch  a  vio- 
lent and  unjuft  fentence,  is  highly  injurious  to  the  inftitution, 
tends  greatly  to  difcourage  any  other  gentleman  of  talents,  ade* 
quale  to  the  fituation,  to  relinquifh  his  engagements,  and  put 
his  reputation,  his  peace  of  mind,  and  general  welfare,  into  the 
hands  of  the  fociety . 

X.  Finally — Becaufe  we  confider  that  the  principles  of  com- 
mon juftice,  and  the  charities  of  Chriftianity,  have  been  violated 
agaihft  a  character  of  no  common  excellence ;  againft  a  genius  of 
no  ordinary  fize;  againft  a  Chriftian  miuifter,  well  furnished 
with  gifts  and  graces  for  that  office ;  againft  a  tutor,  who,  for 
biblical  knowledge,  general  hifiory,  and  chfiic  tafte,  has  no  fa- 
perior,  perhaps  no  equal,  among  any  clafs  of  diflentere ;  againft 
a  man  of  no  low  cunning,  artifice,  or  intrigue ;  hot  of  a  mind 
noble,  frank,  and  generous,  difdaining  to  facrifice  his  perfbnal 
independence  for  any  pecuniary  advantages. 

With  thefe  view&  we  do  moft  folcmnly  j)rotcft  againft  the 
proceedings  of  the  fociety,  which  relate  to  the  refident  tutor,  and 
declare,  that  he  carries  with  him  our  fincere  regret ;  that,  not- 
withftanding  pcrfons  of  his  own  houfehold  have  watched  the  moft 
private  aiSlions  of  his  life,  we  are  convinced  that  fe  little  worthy 
of  cenfure  is  rarely  to  be  found  among  the  imperfect  charac-  ] 
tcrs  of  men  and  Chriftians.  We  do  therefore  teftify,  that 
nothing  that  has  occurred  during  the  difcuffion  of  this  bufi- 
nefs  has  impaired  our  veneration  and  cftecm  for  his  general  cha- 
raftcr ;  but  that  a  /refh  claim  has  been  made  on  our  regard, 

when 
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nvlien  we  confider  him  now,  as  a  great  Sin6jgo6d  man  perfecuted 
among  his  brethren. 

N.  B.  A  letter  of  the  moft  refpcdlable  teftimony,  in  favoar 
of  Mr.  Fell's  condud,  was  figned  and  fent  him  by  five  of  the 
minifttrs  who  voted  with  the  above  minority. 

At  Chriftmns  1796,  Mr.  Fell  was  about  to  retire  from  the  aca- 
demy, but  as  his  fucceflbr  was  not  at  that  time  prepared  to  enter  oq 
his  new  fituation,  he,  at  the  defire  of  the  fund  and  King's  Head 
focicty,  remained  there  till  the  latter  end  of  January  1797,  for 
which  he  received  an  addrefs  of  thanks  from  both  thofe  bodies* 

Mr.  Fell  cpntinued  to  refide  in  Homerton  after  he  had  left 
the  academy  ;  and  his  friends,  anxious  to  pi;ovide  for  hiro  in  a  gen- 
teel and  honourable  manner,  and  at  the  fame  time  wifhing  his 
talents  to  be  employed  in  a  way  conducive  to  the  public  good, 
requefted  him  to  deliver  a  courfe  of  twelve  le<Slures  on  the  evi- 
dences of  Chriftianity.  This  invitation  being  readily  accepted* 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Hunter,  and  the  elders  of  his  church,  kindly  grant- 
ed the  ufe  of  it  on  this  occafion,  and  it  was  agreed  that  one  dif- 
courfe  ihould  be  delivered  the  third  Sunday  evening  in  every 
month  during  the  year  1797.  The  plan  being  made  public,  his 
friends  were  a6tive  in  forwarding  its  execution,  fubfcribers  he- 
came  numerous,  and  in  a  very  (hort  time  the  fum  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds  and  upwards  was  contributed ;  in  addition  to  this,  a 
merchant  in  the  metropolis^  anxious  for  the  future  happineis  of 
Mr.  fell,  procured,  in  a  very  (hort  time,  a  fufEcient  fum  of 
money  to  purchafe  him  an  annuity  of  one  hundred  pounds. 

Four  of  the  leSures  were  delivered  during  the  montlis  of  Ja- 
nuary, February,  March,  and  April,  to  crowded  and  attentive 
congregations ;  but  ficknefs,  and  at  length  death,  hindered  his  far- 
ther progrefs  in  this  great  undertaking.  Mr.  Fell  fufiered  fevere- 
ly  from  the  wanton  and  malicious  attacks  made  upon  his  cha- 
ra6ler,'and  the  thought  of  being  **  turned  adrift  upon  the  wide 
world,"  and  "  wading  the  dregs  of  ebbing  life  in  filence  and  foli- 
tude,  a  poor  dependent  on  precarious  bounty,"  agitated  and 

^ed  bis  mind ;  he  felt  alfo  from  the  kindnefs  of  thofe  at- 
J  to  him;  he  melted  away  under  the  too  potent  flame  of 

zeal 
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real  and  friendfliip  :*' 'finally,  his  extreme  anxiety  refpefllng  the 
courfe  of  ledtures  which  he  had  engaged  to  deliver,  the  in- 
tenfe  application  of  mind  neceflary  to  the  cortipofition,  and 
the  bodily  exertion  requifite  for  llie  delivery  of  them  in  public, 
combined  to  impair  and  fubdue  .that  con  (lit  ution  which  had  al- 
ready received  a  very  portentous  fhock«  Is  it  rfien  a  matter  6f 
wonder,  that  at  the  age  of  fixty-five,  when  nature  was  decaying, 
and  thefe  various  ills  aflailed,  he  fhould  fall  a  prey  to  a  wounded 
fpirit,  and  fink  into  the  grave,  where  even  perfecution  and  flarider 
-cannot  difturb,  where  the  oppreflbr  and  the  oppreffed  lie  down 
together? 

Accordingly,  after  having  languiflied  nearly  four  months 
under  a  complicated  diforder,  which  baffled  the  fkill  of  three  phy- 
ficians,  he  e^cpired  on  Wednefday  the  6th  of  September,  1797. " 

On  Friday^  September  15th,  his  remains  were  interred  at 
Bunhili-fields  burying  ground,  City  Road,  attended  by  a  train  of 
fourteen  mourning  coaches,  and  f^veral  gentlemenV  carriages. 
The  Rev.  Jofeph  Brookfbank,  of  Haberdaflieyrs'  hall  meeting, 
Staining-lane,  CheapCde,  a  very  worthy  and  intimate  friend  of 
the  deceafed,  delivered  the  funeral  oration  to  a  very  numerous 
auditory.  On  Sunday  evening,  September  24th,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
'  Hunter,  of  the  Scots'  church,  London  Wall,  preached  the  fune- 
ral ferraon  to  a  very  crowded  audience,  at  the  Old  Jewry  meet* 
ing-houfe ;  It  has'fince  been  publifhed,  and  palled  through  three 
editions. 

The  eight  remaining  ledures  on  the  evidences  of  Chriftianity 
wfere  continued,  at  the  requeft  of  Mr.  Fell's  friends,  bv  Dr. 
Hunter,  and  were  delivered  to  very  numerous  congregations,  at 
the  Old  Jewry  meeting- houfe,  during  the  months  of  December 
1797,  and.  Januaiy,  February,  and  March  1798  ;  they  are'fince 
publifhed,  with  Mr.  Fell's  four  prefixed,  in  an  o£bvo  volume. 

A  large  tomb-done  is  prepared  for  the  grave  of  Mr,  Fell, 
whi^h  will  be  laid  down  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  weeks,  with  the 
following  epitaph,  written  by.  one  of  his  mod  intimate  friends : 
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TO  TH£  MEMORY 

OF   THE   ReV.   JOHN    FELL» 

WHO  FROM  AN  OBSCURB  SITUATION, 

ROSE 

TO  BE  EMINENT  AMONG  TME  t£ARN£l> 

FOR    HIS    TALENTS    AND    HIS    £RUDlTIONj^ 

AND  AMONG  THE  GOOB, 

FOR  HIS  BENEVOLENCE  AND  HIS  PIETY.  * 

HE  WAS  MANY  YEARS 

THE  BELOVED  MINISTER 

OF  A  LARGE  CONGREGATION  OF  PROTESTANT  DISSENTERS 

AT  THAXTED  IN  ESSEi  \ 

WHENCE  HE  WAS  CALLED 

TO  BECOME  THE  RESIDENT  TUTOR 

AT   THE    OLD  COLLEGE    IN    HOMERTON, 

THAT  HE  MIGHT  INSTRUCT  OTHERS 

IN    THOSE    DUTIES    OF    THE    MINISTRY 

WHICH  HE  HAD  HIMSELF  MOST  ABLY 

AND  MOST  DILIGENTLY  DISCHARGED. 

READER ! 
WE  CANNOT  ALL  BE  SELECTED  BY  PROVIDENCE^ 

TO  EXCEL  IN  LITERATURE,  OR  IN  SCIENCE  \ 

BUT    WE   MAY   ALL   IMITATE   THIS    GOOD    MAN 

IN  THE  CHEERFULNESS  OF  HIS  MANNERS^ 

IN  THE  INDEPENDENCE  OF  HIS  SPIRIT, 
AND  IN  THE  FERVENCY  OF  HIS  DEVOTION, 

THIS  STONE  WAS  ERECTED 

BY  K  FEW  OF  THOSE  WHO  HAD  ENJOYED 

(AI*AS  !   FOR  TOO  SHORT  A  PERIOD) 

THE  CHARMS  OP  HIS  CONVERSATION, 

V   THE  HONOUR  OF  HIS  FRIENDSHIP, 

AND  THE  BENEFIT  OF  HIS  INSTRUCTIONS* 

HE  DIED  SEPTEMBER  6,   I797, 
AGED  SIXTY-FIVE  YEARS. 
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It  not^  remains  to  take  a  general  view  of  Mr.  Fcirs  charafter, 
as  a  gentleman,  a  fcholar,  and  a  Chriftlan. 

If  weconfider  him  as  a  gentleman  merely,  there  is  every  rea- 
fon  to  fay  that  his  manners  were  of  the  polifhed  kind,  and  his 
addrefs  that  of  a  well-bred  man;  he  was  always  afiable  and 
communicative,  and,  defpifing.  eVery  thing  like  morofenefs  or 
auflerity,  he  did  not  afie£t  rcferve,  in  order  to  counterfeit  Tu- 
perior  wifdom ;  fuch  means  of  gaining  refpedl  he  ever  defpifed, 
and  the  difagreeable  ilifihefs  and  formality  which  arc  too  often 
attendant  on  profeffional  men,  particularly  fome  in  the  higher 
ranks  of  the  clerical  order,  he  would  frequently  ipeak  of  in  terms 
of  the  feverefl:  fatire  :  he  was  happy  in  his  manner  of  enlivening 
every  focicty  with  the  mod  interefting  converfatlon,  and  all  thofe 
who  enjoyed  his  friendfhip  will  acknowledge,  that  they  never 
left  his  company  without  finding  themfelvcs  conliderably  im- 
proved, as  well  as  delighted. 

As  a  fcholar,  it  may  be  faid  of  Mr.  Fell,  that  by  clofe  atten- 
tion to  ftudy,  and  the  aififtance  bf  a  memory  aftonifhingly  reten- 
tive, he  was  enabled  to  lay  up  a  ftbre  of  knowledge  which  very 
few  poflefs :  he  once  informed  a  friend,  that  when  he  was  about 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  living  at  home  in  his  father's  family, 
fome  accident  threw  Locke's  Eflay  on  the  Human  Underilanding 
in  his  way,  which  he  borrowed  without  knowing  its  value,  and 
read  with  the  greatefl  avidity  in  a  corner  by  the  fire-fide;  From 
that  period  he  always  had  a  defire  for  knowledge  and  mental 
improvement;  his  ftrong  and  energetic  mind  fitted  him  for  any 
attempt  however  arduous,  and  his  perfeverance  always  overcame 
every  obftacle  however  formidable ;  he  was  well  verfed  in  Oriental 
literature,  and  was  particularly  happy  in  his  knowledge  of  meta* 
phyfics,  or  what  fome  call  the  philofophy  of  mind.  The  vague, 
frivolous,  and  inconfiAent  theories  which  have  been  offered  on 
this  important,  but  abQrufe  fcience,  he  combated,  both  in  his 
leSures  and  converfations,  with  great  acutenefs  and  fuccefs.  Of 
his  philological  knowledge  we  have  indubitable  evidence  in  his 
obfervations  on  Mr.  Home  Tooke*s  Diverfions  of  Purley,  and  in 
his  Eflay  towards  an  Engli(h  Grammar.  He  was  a  ftrenuous 
advocate  for  the  old  Englilh  idiom,  in  oppofition  to  thofe  innova^ 

L  1  2  tions 
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tions  which  modern  authors  have  introduced,  Mr.  Fell  excelld 
in  teaching;  and  his  lc£lures  on  the  Greek  Teftament  wen 
particularly  dcfcrving  of  every  poffiblc  commendation.  The 
following  correft  lift  of  his  publications  will  ferve  to  fhew  tha: 
he  was  by  no  mcan^an  inaAive  citizen  in  the  republic  of  letters. 

1.  Eflay  on  the  Love  of  oijR^'s  Couotry,  8v6.     Buckland. 

2.  Four  Letters  on  genuine  Proteftantifm,  8vo.  Buckland 
and  Dilly. 

3.  The  Ji/ftice  and  Utility  of  Funifliment  in  Cafes  of  Con- 
fcience,  examined,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Burke,  8vo.     Dilly. 

4.  Eflay  on  the  Demoniacs,  8vo.     Dilly.  > 

5.  The  Idolatry  of  Greece  and  Rome,  diftinguiftied  from  that 
of  other  ancient  Nations,  in  a  Letter  to  the  Rev.  Hugh  Farmer, 
8vo.     Dilly.'  , 

6.  Effay  towards  an  English -Grammar,  with  a  Diflertation  oa 
the  Nature  and  Ufc  of  the  auxiliary  Verbs,  lamo.     Dilly. 

7.  A  Review  of  the  EIIEA  IITEPOENTA,  or  Diverfions  of 
Parley,  by  Mr.  Home  Took?.   . 

8.  A  Review  of  Savary's  Letters  on  Egypt. 

9.  An  Examination  of  the  Poems  of  Rowley,  publifhed  b^ 
Chatterton,  8vcr.     Bathurft. 

As  a  clergyman,  he  was  celebrated  for  the  extreme  corrcftncis 
of  his  public  difcoarfes,  and  the  animated  manner  in  which  ihcv 
were  delivered ;  he  w^as  well  verfed  in  every  branch  of  theology, 
and  merited  a  place  among  the  moll  judicious  divines  of  his  day. 
During  the  former  part  of  his  life,  he  conftantly  read  his  (ermons, 
but  for  the  laft  fifteen  or  fixteen  years  he  attained  the  habit  of 
preaching  fxtempote."  So  excellent  was  his  memory,  that  he  fel-, 
dom  committed  above  twenty  words.to  paper,  and  very  frequentlji 
not  one,  yet  he  was  as  corrcft  as  if  he  had  read  the  whole :  he 
nlv^'^ys  perufcd  and  ftudied  his  text  in  the  original  before  he  pnn 
jiounced  it  from  the  pulpit,  a  praSice  which  he  conftantly  recooh 
mended  to  all  his  pupils  in  divinity,  and  from  which  he  repeal 
cdly  afierted  he  had  reapcJ^ic  greatcft  advantages;  he  was 
particularly  fond  of  biblical  cnticifm,  and  had  ftudied  very  mi- 
nutely both  the  fcriptural  hiftory  and  chronology. 

Mr.  Fell's  voice  was  naturally  weak,  but  he  was  particular 
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his  attention  to  emphafis  and  pronunciation,  and  that  in  a  con- 
Uderablc  degree  remedied  the  evil.  He  was  no  bigot,  but  always 
viewed  charity  or  candour  as  a  diftinguifhing  feature  in  the 
Chriftian  religion.  To  conclude,  with  regard  to  his  religious 
tenets,  1  cannot  refrain  from""agaJm  adopting  the  imprefllve  lan- 
guage of  Dr.  HuDte^ : — 

*•  Mr.  Fell,  it  is  well  known,  was  a  firm  and  (Irenuous  affertor 
of  the  peculiar  do6lrines  of  Chriftianity.  I  will  not  apply  to  him 
the  quaint  epithets  of  orthodox,  or  Calviniftical ;  terms  which,  iii 
the  eftimaiion  of  fome,  imply  all  that  is  filly  and  fooliHi,  and  of 
others^  all  that  is  venerable  and  dignified;  which  the  one  can 
ncvQr  mention  without  a  fneer,  and  which  the  other  pronounces 
as  a  charm  ;  but  which  ought  not,  in  juftice,  to  excite  either  the 
one  feeling  or  the  other:  our  friend  was  John  Fell,  the  intelli- 
gent, pious,  zealous,  liberal-minded,  bible  Chriftian.  He  was 
too  great  to  be  the  echo  of  a  Shibboleth  ;  he  was  not  deftined  to 
be  the  laft  expiring  fpark  in  the  tail  of  a  comet,  but  to  be  himfelf 
a  flar  of  the  firft  magnitude,  with  fatellites,  and  belts,  and  rings, 
furrounding  him." 

Such  was  the  fubjeft  of  this  memoir,  who,  after  having  pafleda 
life  of  ufefulnefs,  and  gained  fuch  a  fliare  of  well-earned  celebri- 
ty, as  falls  to  thclotrfa  few  only,  fell  at  lafta  vi£lim  to  mifguided 
zeal ;  but  his  memory  rauft  be  venerated  by  every  impartial  man, 
who  is  a  friend  to  religion  and  literature,  and  a  well-wifher  to 
the  human  race.  In  a  word,  in  the  prefent  day,  Mr.  Fell's  death 
muft  be  viewed  as  a  puWic  lofs. 

The  writer  of  this  article,  who  was  the  pupil  of  Mr.  Fell  from 
the  fummer  bf  I7g3  till  that  of  1796,  is  proud  to  boaft  that  the 
niutual  friendfhip  Xvhich  fubfifted  between  them  continued  un- 
interrupted till  Mr.  Fell  was  removed  to  a  better  world ;  and 
he  is  happy  in  this  opportunity  of  attempting  to  delineate  his 
char^dter — acharafler  which  highly  defervcs  every  eulogium 
which  either  has,  of  can  be,  pronounced  upon  it. 
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JOHN  WILKES,  ESCL  F-  R-  S. 

ALDERMAN  OF   THE   WARD  OF  FARRINGDON  WITHOUT, 
CHAMBEIVLAIN   OF  THE   CITY    OF   LONDON,  &C. 

The  hiftory  of  free  dates  exhibits  many  Cngulaf  inftances  of 
public  virtue.  The  annals  of  all  the  ancient,  and  fome  even  of 
the  modern  republics  afibrd  the  mod  appofite  proofs  of  diis  re- 
mark ;  nor  hare  monarchies  thcmfelves  been  always  totally  de- 
ficient in  refpec^  to  that  fpecies  of  heroifm. 

Our  own  mixed  form  of  government  has  produced  a  long  ca- 
talogue of  illuftrious  men,  who  have  devoted  themfelves  for  their 
country,  and  there  is  fcarcely  a  critical  period  in  our  own  annals 
that  has  not  been  accompanied  with  and  adorned  by  fome  extra- 
ordinary inftancc  of  patriotifm.  It  is  not  to  be  denied,  however^ 
that  as  nations  advance  in  luxury  and  refinement,  they  recede 
from  thofe  principles  and  habits  which  lead  to  noble,  generous, 
and  difintereded  a<^ions.  They  do.iiot  ceafe,  however,  to  qffc^ 
them ;  and  it  ought  to  be  confidercd  as  a  high  compliment  to 
our  more  intrepid  ancedors,  that  their  defcendants,  however 
bafe,  or  however  degenerate,  they  may  be  edeemcd  by  fomt, 
generally  wifti  to  enter  into  life  with  a  femblance,  at  lead,  of 
their  good  qualities.  But  thj^promifes  of  modem  tvhiggijm  have 
proved  nearly  as  dclufive  as  the  hloffoms  of  a' precocious  fpring, 
and  this  has  at  length  indilled  a  falutary  fufpicion  relative  to  the 
pretenders  to  public  virtue.  It  is  not,  therefore,  until  death 
hath  plofed  the  fcenc,  th^t  the  audience  can  with  propriety  he- 
dow  their  plaudits.  Then  only  can  they  fit  in  judgment,  and  de- 
termine, on  the  n>erits  of  a  departed  citi^n,  with  the  fame  impar- 
tiality that  the  Egyptians  of  old  were  acciadomed  to  decide  on 
thofe  of  a  deceafed  king. 

The  commerce  and  manufafkurcs  of  Great  Britain  have  pro- 
duced an  opulent  and  refpeftablc  clafs  of  men,  unknown  to  our 

forefathers. 


forefathers,  who,  by  uniting  great  induftr^f  with  great  capitals, 
overtop  our  country  gentlemen  and  rival  the  peerage  itfelf  io 
wealth.     Nathaniel  Wilkes,  an  eminent  diftiller  in  Gofwell-' 
ilreet,  Clerkenwcll,  appertained  to  that  clafs.'    He  had  feveral ' 
children :  two  of  his  fons,  Ifrael  and  Eatpn,  were  bred  to  bud* 
nefs,  one  of  his  daughters  was  married  to  the  late  Mr.  Alderman 
Hayley,  and  another  appears  to  have  died,  in  the  language  of  the  ' 
lawyers,  a  fpinjler'*.     The  mother  is  known  to  have  been  a  dif- 
fenter  ;  and  the  father  feems  to  have  inclined  that  way  himfelf, 
for  he  frequented  the  meeting  in  Southwcod-lane,  Highgate, 
whither  the  family  ufually  repaired  on  a  Sunday  in  their  coach 
;ind  fix,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  fome  perfons  not  long  £nce 
dead,  who,  in  addition  to  this  fa£^,  remember  to  have  feen  the  late 
chamberlain  there  while  a  boy. 

John,  the  fubjedl  of  thefe  memoirs,  was  born.in  St.  John's- 
ftreet,  Clerkenwcll,  OSober  28,  1727,  and,  on. more  than  one 
occafion,  appears  to  have  boafted  that  he  was  a  native  of  London. 
It  was  in  the  town  of  Hereford  he  received  the  rudiments  of  his 
education ;  after  fome  flay  there,  he  was  removed  into  Bucking- 
ihire,  where  he  was  placed  under  a  private  tutor,  of  diflbnting 
principles,  who  in  the  fe^uel  accompanied  him  to  the  con* 
tinent. 

There. can  be  but  little  doxibt,  however,  th^t  it  was  in  the  paternal 
manfion  that  the  eldeft  fon  imbibed  the  peculiar  notions  which  gave 
a  hue  to  his  future  life.  The  old  gentleman,  difdaining  tliofe  nar- 
row and  niggardly  ideas  but  too  commonly  coupled  with  a  defire  of 
obtaining  wealth,  lived  in  a  ftyle  becoming  an  opulent  trader^ 
and  enjoyed  all  the  delights,  and^^adlifed  all  the  duties,  of  hos- 
pitality. His  houfe  was  accordingly  frequented  by  many  men  of 
worth  and  talents,  and  the  intereftingfubjefis  of  religion,  govern^ 

*  Concerning  this  lidy  the  author  of  the  prefeot  article  hai  been  faToured  with 
the  foUowing  note. 

<<  The  eideft  daughter  of  Mr.  N.  Wiikei,  a  noted  dialler  ¥i  CofwelL^reet 
(and  (jfter  to  Mr.  John  Wilkes),  lived  clofely  iecluded  from  the  world  for  rotny  >ears« 
in  Charterhoufe-ftreet,  near  Charterhoufe-fquare*  She  had  apartments  up  two  pair 
of'  fiairs,  w)th  thick  blinds  before  the  windowsi  to  keep  out  the  daylight,  and  ihe 
burnt  either  a  lamp  or  candle  continually.  She  is  reported  to  have  doqe  thls^  00  ac* 
count  of  a  dlfappolntment  in  loye,  and  in  confequence  0^  it  never  manied*  She  died 
about  the  year  1766  or  1767'"  " 
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inent,  literaturf,  and  commerce,  were  frequoilly  agitated  and 
difcufTed  at  his  table. 

^  Having  attained  confiderable  eminence  in  daflical  literature,  to 
which  he  was  devoted  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  young 
Wilkes  was  fent  to  Leyden,  where  it  was  inten<ied  that  he  {faould 
finifli  his  ftudies :  for  at  that  period  this  was  confldered  as  one 
of  the  few  orthodox  fchools,  cither  at  home  or  abroad,  moft  of  the 
ether  foreign  univerlities  being  zealous  in  behalf  of  the  church 
of  Rome,  and  o\ir  own,  fince  happily  reconciled  to  the  family  of 
Brunfwick,  lying  at  that  time  under  the  (ligma  of  Jacobuifm. 

While  in  Holland  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  the  inge- 
nious Mr.  Andrew  Baxter,  author  of  a  work  entitled  "  An  Enquiry 
into  the  Nature  of  the  Human  Soul,  wherein  its  Immateriality  is 
evinced  from  the  Principles  of  Reafon  and  Philofophy  :'*  and 
alfo  of  "  Matho;  five,  Cofmotheopia  puerilis,  Dialogus  ;  in 
quo  prima  Elementa  de  Mundi  ordine  et  ornatu  propQnua- 
tur,'^  &c. 

It  appears  from  their  correfpofldence,  that  they  met  again,  in 
the  Capuchins*  garden  at  Spa,  in  the  fummer  qf  the  year  1745  ; 
and  fuch  was  Mr.  Baxter's  efteem  and  attachment  to  his  young 
friend,  that  he  dedicated  one  of  his  publications  to  him  *,  and 
carried  on  a  friendly  intcrcourfe  by  leficr,  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1750. 

After  refiding  a  confiderable  time  abroad,  and  vifiting  fevcral 
part^  of  Germany,  Mr.  Wilkes  returned  to  his  native  country> 
and  married  Mifs  Mead,  heirefs  to  the  Meads  of  Buckingham- 
ihire,  with  whom  he  got  a  confiderable  fortune,  which,  like  that 
of  his  own  family,  had  been  acquired  in  trade.  He  now  lettled 
at  Aylefbury,  and  being,  in  confequence  of  the  whig  principles 

*  Dedication  to  the  Appendix  to  Matho. 

"  To  John  Wilkes,  of  Ajieibury,  in  the  county  of  6<Kks>  Efq, 
«  Sir, 
<*  The  fubjed  of  our  ccnverfation  in  the  Capuchins'  garden  <it  Spa^  mi  the  fummer 
of  the  year  I745>  lies  ftili  by  me  in  the  drefs  in  which  it  was  firft  put.  I  have  no 
leifure  at  prefent  to  prepare  it  for  pbblic  view.  In  the  mean  time  I  fend  yoD  the  fol- 
lowing (heets,  at  a  token  of  my  iincere  refped.  It  U  with  pleafure  I  think  on  the  time 
we  fpenc  fo  agreeably  together  3  and  am.  Sir, 

«  Your  moft  obedient  £irvant,  ftc.** 

in 
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in  which  he  wafieducated,  a  warm  advocate  for  the  eftablifiimeqt  of 
a  militia,  as  a  conftitutional  balance  to  a  (landing  army,  he  accept- 
ed of  a  commiffion  in  the  regiment  raifcdjn  the  County  of  Bucks. 
After  remaining  fome  time,  in  the  capacity  of  lieutenant-cblonel, 
he  became  colonel,  on  the  rcfignation  of  Sir  Francis  Da(hwood^ 
afterwards  lord  le  Defpencer,  who  obferved  in  his  farewell  Jitter 
to  the  officers,  '^  If  the  fuccei&on  goes  in  the  regiment  (as  I  hope 
it  will,  and  think  it  ought),  then  I  muft  add,  my  fuccefibr  is  a 
man  of  fpirit,  good  fenfe,  pans,  and  civil  deportment,  who  has 
(hewn  refolution   and  induftry  in  puttipg  this  falutary  meafure 


into  execution." 


Mr.  Wilkes  commenced  his  political  career  at  the  general 
eleSion  in  1754;  for  on  the  1 6th  of  April  of  that  year,  we 
find  him  oiFering  himfelf  a  caildidate  for  Berwick.  In  his  addreGr 
to  the  elcdlors  he  manifefted  his  fteady  attachment  to  liberty, 
and  emphatically  obferved : 

*'  I  come  here  uncorrupting,  and  I  promife  you  I  (hall  ever 
be  uncorrupted.  As  I  never  will  take  a  bribe,  fo  I  never  will  ofier 
one.  I  (hould  tliink  myfelf  totally  unworthy,"  adds  he,  **  of  the 
great  and  important  trull  lam  now  Ibliciting,  if  I  fought  to  ob- 
tain itiby  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  my  country,  which  I  hold 
facred."  On  this  otcafion  he  polled  one  hundred  and  ninety-two 
votes,  but  proved  unfuccefsful,  in  confequence,  perhaps,  of  a  rigid 
adherence  to  thefe  principles.  It  is  evident,  by  a  lettei;  addreffed  to 
bira  by  Mr.  George  Grcnville  a  little  before  the  eleAion,  tliat 
be  had  the  good  wilhes  of  fome  of  the  miniftry  of  that  day. 

Soon  after  this  be  proved  more  fortunate  in  his  own  than  he 
had  been  ia  a  diftant  county,  for  being  much  beloved  in  Buck* 
ingliainfhire,  on  account  of  the  amiablcnefs  of  his  manners,  and 
the  expenfive  hofpitality  in  which  he  then  indulged,  'he  was 
,eleSed  a  burgefs  for  Aylefbury,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Potter,  and 
on  the  diflblution  of  that  parliament,  in  1761,  was  once  more 
jeturned  for  the  fame  place. 

During  Mr.  Pitt's  adminiftration  the  nation  was  united  St 
home,  and  formidable  abroad  ;  but  no  fooner  did  this  great  com- 
moner retire,  in  confequence  of  the  difguft  experienced  by  him, 
than  a  fco'midable  party  arofe,  and  oppofed  the  n^eafures  of  lord 
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Bute,  who  (bon  became  equally  obnoxious  to  the  nobility  and 
the  people.     Mr.  Wilkes,  who  bad  given  his  mod  ftrenuous 
lupport  to  all  the  meafures  of  the  former  minifter,  attacked  his 
fucceflbr  with  uncommon  zeal ;.  and  knowing  that  a  Jingle  'pote 
could  have  but  little  efFeft,  he  determined  to  have  recourfc  to  a 
paper  war,  in  which  he  (hould  be  able  to  aim  far  deadlier  blows 
at  his  admihiftration.     The  nobleman  in  tiueftion,  aware  that 
the  nation  was  jealous  of  his  autliority,  and  fufpicious  of  bis 
deCgns,  employed  a  number  of  writers  to  fupport  his  own  caufe, 
and  blacken  the  principles,  charadcrs,  and  conduct  of  his  op- 
.ponents.     The  member, for  Aylcfbury  had  already  publicly  dif- 
played  his  hoftility  to  the  **  Thane,"  in  "  obfervatidns  on  the 
papers  relative  to  a  rupture  with  Sjpain  ;"   but  he   now  pre- 
pared to  inflift  more  feverc  and  lading  marks  of  his  enmity. 
Accordingly,  June  5th,  1762,110  publifiicd  the  firft  number  of 
the  **  North  Briton  ;"  and,  whether  it  proceeded  from  the 
odium  already  attached  to  the  minifler,  the  keen  fatire  and  happy 
wit  of  the  author,  or  the  lucky  union  of  both,  certain  it  is,  that 
no  periodical  work,  anltecedent  to  that  period,  was  ever  in  fuch 
requed.     Its  pflFedk  on  the  public  mind,  and  the  future  fortune 
of  the  writer,  were  alike  confpicuous,  for  it  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  one  of  the  efficient  caufes  of  the  removal  of  that  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  adluaUy  involved  Mr.  Wilkes  not  only  in  many  public 
profecution$,  but  alfo  in  many  private  difpates. 

The  firft  of  thefe  that  occurred  was  in  1762,  when  the 
colonel  was  along  with  his  regiment,  then  quartered  at  Win* 
cheftcr  ;  for  Lord  Talbot  applied  to  him  by  letter,  on  the  loth 
^  September,  demanding  tl^at  he  ihould  either  **  avow  or 
difclaim  being  author  of  the  paper  entitled  the  North  Briton,  of 
the  2ift  of  Auguft."  Mr.  W.  having  denied  his  lordfhip's 
right  to  put  the  queftion,  and  refufed  any  anfwer,  received  a 
challenge;  in  reply  to  which  he  gaily  obferved  to  colonel 
Berkeley,  who  delivered  it,  that  he  might  reft  affurcd,  "if  he  was 
between  heaven  and  earth,  he  would  be  on  Tuefday  evening  at 
Tilbury's,  the  Red  Lion,  at  Bagfhot,  and  on  Wedncfday  morn- 
ing would  play  this  duet  with  his  lord(hip."  He  accordingly 
^paired  thither,  accompanied  by  his  adjutant,  Mr.  Harris, 
who  a<5ted  as  his  lecond  \    and  the  combat  took    place  by 
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pnoon-light,  at  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  in  a  little  gardea 
in  the  neighbourhood.  Botb  parties  fired  at  the  fame  time,  but 
the  piftol  of  neither*  took  effeft,  on  which  Mr.  W;  walking  up 
to  hi&  antagonlft,  told  him  **  that  he  now  avowed  the  paper." 
On  this  lord  't.  declared  that  "  he  was  the  noblefl;  fellow  God 
had  ever  made,"  and  they  immediately  retired  to  the  inn, 
where,  after  drinking  a  bottle  of  claret  together,  they  parted  ex- 
ceeding good  friends*. 

As  the  fteward  of  his  majefty's  houfehold  had  thus  failed  ia 
procuring  fubraiffion,  or  ipfliding  puqifl^ment,  on  the  colonel 
of  the  Buckinghamfliire  militia,  other  ftcps  were  foon  recurred 
to  ;  for  he  had  by  this  time  foared  at  a  higher  quarry^  and  in 
No.  45  of  the  North  Briton,  even  royalty  itfclf  was  not  facrcd 
from  his  literary  talons. 

During  the  adminiflration  of  Mr.  Pitt  (by  far  the  naoft  bril* 
liant  in  our  hiftofy)  he  himfelf  was  attacked  with  all  the 
bitternefs  of  rancour,  and  the  perfon  of  Qporge  II.  was  not 
always  fpared  by  the  writers  of  the  day ;  but  that  great  minifter, 
intent  on  the  glory  of  his  country,  and  determined  not  to  abridge 
her  liberties,  under  the  fpecious  pretext  of  correiilng  licence^  was 
?iccuftomed  to  obferve,  that  the  prefs,  like  the  air,  was  *•  a  char-* 
'tered  libertine,'*  when  urged  to'  profecute  the  libellers  of  his 

•  The  particulars  of  this  engagemeoC  Were  iaftaiirly  communicated  by  Mr.  Wilkes 
to  earl  Temple,  wiclr  whom  he  was  ia  hab'ics  of  intimacy,  and  to  whofe  care  and 
protection  he  hac)  conGgned  his  daughter,  Mifs  Wilkes,  in  cafe  oi  his  death.  The 
/ollowing  curious  paiTage,  relati^  to  the^converfation  tl^at  took  place  previoufly  to  the 
duel,  is  tranOtribed  from  the  letter  fent  on  this  occafion  s 

<<  He  (lord  T.)  Toon  after  flamed  out  again  and  faid  to  roe.  You  are  a  mvrderery 
yott  wane  to  kill  me,  but  I  am  fure  that  I  Ihall  kill  you  \  I  know  I  fliall,  by  God«. 
Jf  you  will  6ght,   if  you  kill  me,  I  hope  you  will  be  hanged.     I  know  you  will. 

<(  Berkley  and  Harris  were  fhocked.  ,  I  sflc^d,  if  I  was  firft  to  be  killed,  and 
afterwards  hanged.  1  remarked  that  I  knew  his  lurdfhip  fought  lAe  wtth  the  king's 
pardan  ia  his  pocket  \  I  fought  him  with  a  halter  about  my  neck  \  that  I  weuld 
ight  him  for  all  that,  and  that  if  he  fell,  I  ihould  not  tarry  here  a  moment  for  the 
tender  mercies  of  fuch  a  iriniftry,  but  would  dircAIy  proceed  to  the  next  ftage, 
where  my  valet  de  chambre  waited  for  me,  and  from  thence  I  would  make  the  beft 
of  my  way  to  France,  for  men  of  honour  were  fure  of  protedion  in  that  kingdom. 

«*  He  then  told  me  I  was  an  unbelievr,  and  wiihed  to  be  killed.  I  could  not 
help  fmiling  at  this,  and  obfetved,  that  we  did  not  meet  at  B^Aot  to  fettle 
articles  of  faith,  but  points  of  honour;  that  indeed  I  had  no  fear  of  dying,  but- 1 
enjoyed  life  ac  inuch  as  any  nun  in  it )  that  1  was  as  Vutle  fubjed  to  be  gloomy* 
ei  even  peefiib,  as  any  Englilhman  whatever,  &c.'* 
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fovereign  and  himfelf.      Unhappily  for  the  grandfbn   of  this 
monarchy  far  differeht  principles  now  prevailed  in  the  cabinet, 
and  it  was  determined  to  have  recourfe  even  to  illegal  means  to 
punifh  the  man  who  dared  to  arraign  the  meafures  of  governmeor. 
A gineral warrant  *  was  therefore  iflued,  under  the  hand  and  leal 
of  thb  earl  of  Halifax,  one  of  his  majefty^s  fecretaries  of  ftatc,  for 
the  apprehenfion  of  the  printers  and  publi(hers  of  the  fuppc^d 
libd  already  alluded  to.  Accordingly,  on  the  evening  of  th^  a9th 
of  April  1763*  feveral  meflengers  arreftcd  theperfon  and  entered 
the  houfe,  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  in   Great  Geoi^e-ftrcct,   Weft- 
min'fter ;  but  he  objefled  to  the  equivocal  terms  in  virhich  their 
authority  was  drawn  up,  and  refufed  compliance.    On  this  they 
departed,  but  returned  next  morning ;  and  oh  intimation  o{ force 
being  about  to  be  recurred  to,  he  at  length  proceeded  in  a  chair 
to  the  fecretary  of  ftate's  office,  where  he  underwent  an  exami- 
nation,, during  which  he  denied  the  authority  of  general  warrants^ 
and  was  foon  after  conducted  clofe  prlfoncK  to  the  Tower,  all  his 
papers  being  previoufly  feized  and  rifled,  his  will  broken  open  and 
read,  and  even  a  love  letter  from  tjie  wife  of  a  married  man,  who 
had  a  feat  in  parliament,  difclofed  to  a  friend  of  the  huiband. 

In  the  mean  time,  application  being  made  by  the  prifoner's 
friends  to  the  court  of  Common  Pleas,  then  fitting,  an  Habeas 
Corpus  was  iflued  to  the  conftable  of  the  Tower ;  in  confequencc 
of  which  Mr.  Wilkes  was  brought  up  next  day  to  Wcftminfter- 
h^iU,  and  remanded  until  Friday,  May  6,  that  the  judges  might 
have  leifure  to  form  their  opinion.  On  that  day  he  accordingly 
appeared  once  more  at  the  bar,  and  pleaded  his  privilege  as  a 

*  The  following  is  a  copy  of  this  celebrated  inflrument,  whick  w«f  afterwards  de- 
clared illegal. 

L.  S.' 
<<  George  Montague  Dunk,  earl  of  Halifax,  vifcouiitSanbury>  &c« 
"  Thefe  are  in  bismajefty^s  name,  toauthorife  and  require  you  (taking  a  conftable 
to  your  ai&ftance),'to  make  firidl  and  diligent  fearch  after  the  authors,  frintirt^  and 
fmbBJbenf  of  a  feditiout  and  treafonable  paper,  entitled  the  Korth  Briton,  Ko.  45,  Sa« 
tnrday,  April  a3d,  1763,  printed  for  George  Keaifley,  Ludgate-ilreet,  London;  and 
them  or  any  of  them  haying  found,  to  apprehend  and  feise,  together  with  their  papers* 
and  to  bring  in  fafe  cuftody  before  met  &c. 
.  (Diredcd)    «  To  Nathaa  Carrington>  &cr 

(Signed)        "  Dukk  Halifax/' 

member 
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member  of  parliament.  Chief  jufticc  Pratt,  ennobled  in  the 
fequel  for  this  very  aft,  after  defcanting  on  the  power  of  a  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate,  and  obfefving  that  his  warrant  was  not  of  fuperior 
force  to  that  of  a  juftice  of  peace,  pronouilced  that  the  privilege  of 
parliament  had  been  violated  in  the  perfon  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  as  it 
could  only  be  forfeited  by  treafon,  felony,  or  breach  of  th^  peace. 
The  prifoner  was  accordingly  dlfcharged  amidft  the  plaudits  of  a 

crowded  court. 

On  this  occafion  the  member  for  Aylefbury  dlfplayed  uncom- 
mon firmnefs,  and  evinced  a  wonderful  command  of  temper*  ; 
but  his  triumph  was  of  fliort  duration,  for  the  attorney-general 
immediately  co;nmenced  a  profecution  againtt  him  in  the  court  < 
of  King's  Bench,  and,  in  confequence  of  his  majefty's  command, 
fignified  by  the  earl  of  Egremont,  the  lord  lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Bucks,  who  had  vifited  him  in  the  Tower,  and  offered 

^*  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  addrefle^  to  Mifs  Wilket,  and  tranfmitted  t» 
her  at  Paris,  by  the  fecr^tary  of  ftate.  It  was  written  by  her  fatbev,  the  day  after  hit 
commitXDentto  the  Tower. 

«<  My  dcareft  Polly,  Tower,  Sunday,  May  i,  17^3. 

<'  I  have  now  full  leifure  to  pay  my  complunehts  to  you,  and  entirely  to  relieve  you 
from  the  anxiety  your  Ici nd  affection  for  me  wtH  neceflarily  give  you  at  the  hearing  of 
my  commitment  to  this  place.  Be  aflured  that  I  have  done  nothing  unworthy  of  a 
man  of  honour,  who  has  the  happiaefs  of  being  your  father.  Voa  fliall  never  in  life 
Uuih  for  me. 

<«  I  am  only  accvfed  of  writing  the  laft  North  Briton,  yet  my  fword  has  been  talcea 
from  me,  all  my  papers  have  been  ftolen  by  ru  Aaas,  and  I  have  been  forcibly  brought 
here.    1  have  not  yet  fecn  my  accufers,  nor  have  I  heard  who  they  are. 

«  My  friends  are  refufed  admitunce  to  me.  Lord  Temple  and  my  brother  could  not 
be  allowed  to  fee  me  yefterday.  As  an  Englifhman  T  muft  lament  chat  my  liberty  is 
thus  wickedly  taken  away,  yet  I  am,  not  unhappy,  for  my  honour  is  clear  and  health 
good,  and  my  fpirit  unihaken ;  I  believe,  indeed,  invincible.  The  moft  pleafing 
thoughts  I  have  are  of  you,  the  moft  agreeable  news  I  can  hear  w';U  be  the  continu- 
ance of  your  health. 

•*  I  beg  you  not  to  write  a  word  of  public  buflnefs,  or  of  my  public  fituation — Can 
you  get  me  made    memhre  duparliamtnt  de  Paris,  for  that  of  Weftminfter  Is  lofingall 
-   ics^rivileges  ? 

«  Continue  to  love  ntf,  and  believe  me,  with  the  grcateA  warmth  of  aflfeaion, 

<«  Your  obliged  father, 

'        •<  JOHW  WitKits." 

4  fccurity, 


fecurlty.  toth^  amount  of  one  hundred  thou&nd  pounds,  for  his 
appearance,  was  obliged,  relu&axitly,  to  difpoiiefs  him  of  bis 
commiffion.  This  nobleman  *  bimfelf  alfo  experienced  the 
vreight  of  the  royal  diipleafure,  for  he  was  deprived  of  his  iieu-^ 
tenancy,  and  that  office  was  conferred  on  Sir  Francis  Da(hwood, 
then  lord  le  Defpencer,  who,  when  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
had  incurred  fo  much  odium  by  his  tax  upon  cyden 

Mr.  Wilkes  now  prepared  to  lay  his  comphaint  before  parlia^ 
ment,  the  franchifes  of  which  had  been  fo  grofsly  violated  in  hi* 
perfon ;  but  he  was  anticipated  by  a  royal  meflage  delivered  by 
Mr.  Grenville,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  North  Briton,  and 
a  recital  of  the  ftcps  taken  in  confequence  of  it.  On  this,  after 
a  long  debate,  the  houfe,  without  either  the  examination  of  wit- 
ntSks  on  oath,  or  the  intervention  of  a  jury,  on  the  motion  of 
lord  North,  declared  the  paper  in  queftion  ^*  a  falfe,  fcandalous, 
and  feditious  libel,"  and  order/ed  it  to  be  burnt  at  the  Royal  Ex- 
change by  "  the  common  hangman  ;"  which,  however,  was  not 
efieded  without  con&derable  difficulty,  on  account  of  the  oppo* 
£tion  of  the  populace. 

Soon  after  this  the  houfe  refolved,  "  that  privilege  of  parlia-* 
ment  does  not  extend  to  the  cafe  of  libels,"  and  thus,  merely 
with  a  view  to  punifh  one  of  its  members,  relinquiibed  a  fran-* 
chife,  fandlioned  not  only  by  its  own  records,  but  alfo  by  the 
recent  decifion  af  a  court  of  jufticc- 

While  Mr.  Wilkes  was  expofed  on  one  fide  to  profecur 
tions  and  disfranchifements,  on  the  other  he  experienced  all  the 
effedb  of  private  rcfentment.  Mr.  Martin,  member  for  Camel- 
ford,  and  lately  employed  as  one  of  the  fecretaries  of  the  trcafury, 
had  been  accufcd  of  malverfation  in  the  North  Briton;  and  on 
the  very  firft  day  that  parliament  met  t»  he  took  an  opportunity 
to  rife  in  his  place,  and  aflcrt  **  that  the  writer  who  had  ftabbed 
him  in  the  dark,  was  a  cowardly  as  well  as  a  malignant  and  in- 
famous fcoundrel."  Although  no  name  was  mentioned,  the 
member  for  Aylefbory  was  not  difpofed  to  pur  up  with  fuch 
language,  and  he  accordingly  tranfmitted  him  a  note,  in  which, 

« 

•  £arl  Temple.  +  November  15, 1763. 

ikid 
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faid  he,  "  to  cut  ofF  every  pretence  as  to  the  ai^hor,  I  whifper  in 
your  car,  that  every  paffage  of  the  North  Briton,  in  which  you 
have  been  named,  or  even  allude^  to,  was  written  by  ^ 

Your  humble  fcrvant,' 

John  Wilkes." 

They  accordingly  met  next  clay,  at  the  ring  in  Hyde-park,  and 
at  the  fecond  (hot  Mr.  Martin's  ball  lodged  in  his?  antagonists 
groin.  On  this  Mr.  Wilkes  replied  that  his  advcrfary  had  be- 
haved like  a  man  of  honour,  and  that,  as  the  wound  was  mortal^ 
he  iniifted  on  his  efcaping  immediately.  Mr.  Wilkes  was 
inftantly  carried  home,  and  imagining  himfelf  to  be  in  the 
grcateft  danger,  he  returned  Mr.  Martin*s  letter,  that  no  evi- 
dence might  appear  againft  him,  and  made  a  point  with  his  rela- 
tions, that,  in  cafe  of  his  death,  a  profecution  fliould  not  cnfue*. 

Notwithftanding  his  apparent  jeopardy,  the  member  for  Aylef* 
bury  began  to  recover,  and  foon  found  ftrength  fufficient.to 
enable  him  to  travel  to  tlie  fca-coaft,  vvhence  he  repaired  to 
France,  and  arrived  in  Paris,  where  Mifs  Wilkes  then  was,  De- 
cember 28,  1763.  He  had  found  i%  neceffary  to  take  this  ftcp, 
for  .although  he  bad  got  a  verdift,  with  one  thoufand  pounds 
damages,  and  full  cofts  of  futt,  in  confequence  of  the  illegal 
feizure  of  his  perfon  and  papers  f,  yet  the  vengeance  of  the  court 
of  King's  Bench,  and  of  both  houfes  of  parliament,  was  now 

•  Tht  author  of  the  «*  Hiftory  of  the  late  minority,"  third  edition, p.  236,  after 
remarking  on  Mr.  Marti n*fi  <' tamely  bearjng  above  eight. months  the  abu(e  upon 
him,**  adds,  **  has  he  been  all  this  th-^';  Sundays  not  txceptcdj  prafiififtg  at  a  target  ¥ 
That  report  is  confirmed  by  all  his  neighbours  in  the  country,  &c.*'  Nothing  but  a 
mere  rumour  is  here  afiigned  for  this  inlinuation,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that,  like  many 
of  the  allegations  arifing  in  the  party  fpiritof  the  day,  it  was  totally  unfomnded. 

It  ought  not  to  be  forgotteni  however,  that  while  eonfincd  by  his  wovod,  the  life 
of  Mr.  Wilkes  was  attempted  by  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Dunn. 

•f>  The  nominal  defendant  was  Mr.  Wood,  under  fecrctary  of  ftate.  The  caufe  wai 
tried  in  the  Common  Pleas,  before  chief  juftice  Pratt  and  a  fpecial'jury,  December 
6,  1763,  on  which  occaflon  that  judge  declared  the  warrant  nnder  which  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  apprehended,  illegal.  «  If/'  faid  this  great  lawyer,  <<  thefe  foperlorjurifdidions'* 
(alluding  to  the  houfe  of  peers  and  the"  twelve  judges)  '<  ihould  declare  ny  opinioii 
erroneous,  I  fubmit,  as  will  become  me,  to  kifs  the  rod)  but  1  mull  %,  I  ihall  al- 
ways cojilider  it  as  a  rod  of  iron  for  the  cbaftifement  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain." 

ready 
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ready  to  be  poured  down  on  bis  devoted  head.  Indeed,  Co  anxious 
were  the  commons  to  afcertain  the  (late  of  his  health  during  his 
confinement,  that  they  appointed  a  phyfician,  and  one  of  his 
majefty's  fergeant-furgeons  (Dr.  Heberden^  and  Mr.  Caefar 
Hawkins),  **  from  time  to  time,  at  proper  intervals,  to  obferve 
{he  progrefs  of  his  cure,  and  report  their  opinion  thereon,  on  the 
19th  of  January*.** 
On  the  nth  of  the  fame  month,  Mr.  Wilkes  addrefled  a  let- 

tcr 

.  *  On  ihU,  ai  on  many  other  occtfions,  Mr.  Wilkes  relied  chiefly  on  the  friend!y 
afiiftance  of  Dr.  Brocklelby>  with  whom  he  kept  np  in  intimate  intercourfe,  as  may  be 
feen  by  the  following  letters^  communicated  by  the  kindnefs  of  his  nephew. 

<'  My  dear  Sir,  Fans,  Rue  St.  ^Ualjr,  AprUzo,  1 764. 

<*  I  will  not  trouble  fo  good  a  friend  at  I  have  experienced  you  to  be,  with  apologies 
lor  my  filence.  Ill  health,  and  a  variety  of  other  hindrances,  will  be  a  fufficient  ex- 
cufe  to  fo  miich  good-nature  as  you  poflefs.  Let  me  beg  you  to  do  me  the  ju&ice  to 
believe  that  I  feel  hm  I  ought,  the  variety  and  extent  of  the  obligations  with  which 
you  have  hononred  me.         1 

«<  I  have  been  much  oat  of  order  for  near  a  fortnight,  owing  I  beUeve  td  the  very- 
bad  weather  and  the  almaft  ince0ant  rains.  Monfi^or  Nihnin  vifics  me  from  time  to 
time,  and  I  fuppofe  tmo  I  may  find  faith,  when  I  am  forced  to  complain. 

«  I  am  pot  idle,  and  I  rather  lead  a  philofophical  than  a  diffipated  life.  I  hope  to 
give  you  a  work,  fuoi  et  hum  in  annum-vivat  et  piures.  You  (ball  foon  hear  more  of 
^is. 

**  1  gave  yeur  paper  about  the  bofpitals  to  Monfieur  Goy.  He  did  not  fend  you 
tiie  refult  of  his  refearches,  becaufe  he  was  fo  foon  to  come  to  London.  \  fuppofe  you 
have  received  it  perfonally  from  him  before  this,  as  he  has  been  for  fome  time  in 
Engbttd, 

«  You  would  oblige  me  exceedingly,  if  you  would  favour  me  with  your  correfpon- 
dence,  and  let  me  kna>)v  the  fentiments  of  ^ur  friend  CharUs  *,  &c.  &c.  You  need 
sot  fign  any  letters.  I  wlfh  to  know  your  opinion  of  Pitt*s  condo£l,  of.D*£on's,  See. 

«  I  have  read  the  enciofed  letter.  What  ftrange  ftuff  people  write  to  yoii,  dear 
Pb&oi  I— >but  you  cannot  help  it. 

<'  I  am  ever  your  obliged  friend  and  humble  fervant, 

«  John  Wilkes.*' 

,  *«  Princess-Court  J  Mouivf. 

«  Will  yot^forgive  me,  my  dear  old  fchool- fellow,  if  I  beg  the  favout  of  you  to  call 

here,  ihould  you  be  at  Weftmini^er  before  two,  and  I  will  (hew  you  a  particular 

IMper?     J  know  ho\V  much  you  are  my  friend,  or  I  dare  not  aik  you  for  five  guineas, 

only  till  after  Lady-day  ;  but  I'  am  a  poor  patriot  without  one.  You  know  tfacj  will  be 

faithfully  returned  to  you. 

«  Goodmonew." 
Dr.  Bncldefiy  (ftptrwr)^  Norfcn-Jheet. 

•  Townihcnd.  "My 


tr  to  the  right  honourable  Sir  Jdbn  Cuft,  fpeaker  of  the  houfe 
of  conimonst  in  which  he  fitted  bis  concern  at  his  not  being  able 
to  attend  his  duty  in  parliament  on  the  dajf  fixed  by  the  houfe,  add- 
ing, that  he  '*  had  fuffered  very  much  from  the  tour  he  had  made 
in  th)c  holidays  to  fee  his  daughter,"  and  that  his  *'  wound  is 
again  becgme  extremely  painful,  .the  parts  are  very  much  in- 
flamed, and  a  fever  attends  it.'*  He  at  the  fame  time  enclofed  a 
certificate  from  one  of  the.  king  of  France's  phyficians^  and  an 
eminent  furgeon  in  the  army,  by  which  it  a<£lually  appeared  that 
he  could  not  Undertake  fo  long  a  journey  without  imminent 
danger*. 

Not- 

««  My  dear  Doftor,  Prince' S'Couriy  Wedttejiaj^  Feb,  26. 

^^  You  know  to  what  a  low  ebb  patriotifm  and  politics  are  funk,  but  the  love  of  ou^ 
country,  and  a  ftrong  defire  to  ferve  it,  will  in  you  and  me  only  ebb  wtth  the  laft  mo- 
ment.  I  hope  you  approved  what  I  fuppofe  yon  read  00  Saturday.  It  Would  be  a 
high  pleafure  to  me. 

**  I  am  fure  private  frieodihip  will  ever  preponderate  In  your  hearty  and  as  an  old 
friend  and  fchool-fellow,  I  vedture  to  aflc  a  jfayour  of  you  fdr  only  Me^iontb  to  an  hour 
exail^,  for  you  may  truii  my  honour  you  ihall  not  wait  a  monient  longer.  It  is  for 
the  difcoiiAt  of  the  enclofed  note  of  forty  guineas;  You  love  to  do  oUigiog  lervicet 
to  your  frieiidi,  but  I  will  neter  intrude  on  your  goodnefa. 

*<  I  am  always,  my  dear  Dodory 

«<  Your  affcdioAute  kumble  ftrvaut^ 

«<  JortK  WitKis:" 

*  **  N0U8}  fouilign^s,  medicin  confultant  du  roi,  ci-devant  m^^decin  en  chef  de 
fes  armies  en  Aliemagne  et  en  kfpagne  \  et  nous,  chirugten  confultant  dea  armees^ 
et  chirugien-major  du  regiment  des  gilrdes  ^lan^oifes,  certtfions  que  M.  ^ean  Wilkes 
eft  dans  dn  ^cat  \\x\  ne  lui  perinet  point,  tint  par  rapport  a  fa  bleiTure,  qui  n*eft  pat 
entierement  ctcatrir((e,  que  par  rapport  a  la  6evre  qui  lui  eft  furvenne,  d'entrepren* 
dre  la  ronte  de  Paris  a  Londres;   qu*ii  feroit  a  craindre,  tec*  &c« 

A  Pans,  cm  Janvtrr,  1764*  **  NiNNiir* 

**  Dupouabt/* 

The  above  certificate  was  aAvrwards  £gned  by  Al.  De  la  Rue,  and  M.  Roblocau* 
two  notaries)  and,  by  way  of  greater  authenticity,  the  Engliib  ambafiadolr  at  Parii 

made  the  following 

DECLARATION. 
''  This  day,  the  5th  of  February  1764,  there  appeared  before  me  M.  De  la  Rue^ 
aqd  made  oath  that  he  was  a  notary  public,  that  he  had  figned  the  above  paper,. th^t 
M.  Robineau  was  alfo  a  noUry  public,  and  bad  figoed  the  fame.    In  witnefs  whereof 
I  have  hereunto  affixed  my^hand  and  feal. 

•<  HllT^OR^/'     (L.S.) 

Ma  The 
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'  Notwlthftanding  this,  the  commons  voted  him  guilty  of  a>d« 
tempt ;  after  which  they  determmed  to  proceed  oa  the  diarge 
againft  him ;  and  on  the  2^th  of  January  1 764,  expelled  him  from 
his  feat  in  parliament.  This,  however^  was  not  efie£led  until 
after  a  long  and  violent  debate*  in  which  the  injuftice  of  fiich  a 
meafare  was  ably  enforced  by  the  mentibers  in  oppofitioa. 

On  the  very  fame  day  a  diarge  of  a  more  malignant  nature 
was  exhibited  againfl  him  in|the  houfe  of  peers.  A  parody  had 
been  written  on  the  "  Eflay  00  Man,"  of  which  Mr.  Wilkes 
printed  part  of  twelve  copies  only,  at  a  private  preis  in  his  own 
houfe ;  all  of  thefe  he  carefully  locked  up  in  bis  burcaa,  never 
liaving  diftributed  any  of  them .  This  circumftance  having  tranf- 
fpired,  a  minifter  of  that  day  did  not  bluih  to  recur  to  the  fouled 
means  to  obtain  an  incomplete  copy  *^    No  fooner^was  this  in 

his 

The  abere,  which,  it  muft  he  acknowledged,  is  very  loofely  worded,  excited  all  the 
ftrerity  of  Mr.  Wilkes*a  criticifm. 

«  It  has  becA  oae  of  the  difgraces  of  a  late  ad  mi  nitration,*'  (ajs  he,  <'  that  fcaree- 
Iff  a  fingle  feateacc  of  any  public  fi€k  was  go^  EngHJb,  The  reafon  perhaps  is  that 
^  Ewgii/b  wefc  employed  in  the  real  buftnefs.  Lord  Hertford  iigns  a  paper  of  oftly 
tvf9  fentences,  in  our  language,  drawn  ap  by  his  Scottiih  fecietary  Dmvid  njiwii,  and 
yet  we  find  three  palpable  blunders  in  it.  Tueke  appeared.  Where  ?  It  ia  not 
nentiooed  in  the  ad  of  the  Engliih  ambaflador  ^ere  M.  de  la  Rue  apfwrtd,  Whtrt 
did  lord  Hertford  fee  M.  de  b  Rue  f  Was  it  at  Paris,  Verfaiiles,  Fontainhleau,  or 
Compeigne  ^ 

<*  l^hvr9  appeared  M.  it  la  Rue^  is  a  ftrange  and  harfli  conft ruction,  not  very  ufaal. 
The  verb  takes  the  place  of  its  own  nominative.  It  fliould  rather  be,  Momfiear  de  h 
Mue  appeared  hejure  me,  &c.  We  Ihould  know  firll,  who  the  perfon  i&,  before  die  qua* 
licy  of  appearing,  or  indeed  any  other  Is  given  to  him.  Such  is  the  general  coacord  of 
our  grammar  j  but  that  admintilration  were 'as  little  folicitous  to  preierre  cemc^d 
among  vrbt  and  mum,  as  among  provi/teet  and  kiHgdomi.  They  made  a  libel  on  the 
late  Frepch  minifteo  Monjieur  d*Eon,  I  chaittably  hope,  more  from  ignorance  than 
nuCce*  When  that  gentleman's  puhlk  ebaraffer  ceafed,  they  declared  he  had  nacka- 
ft^tr.  The  London  Gazeite  told  the  world,  «  his  majefty  hai  been  plealed  to  dcclaie 
that  Monfiear  d*£on  haa  ao  longer  a.ny  character  here,  and  has  forbid  hia  the 
court." 

'  «  Lord  Hertford  fays,  that  he  has  affiited  tit  band  andfeal  How  does  a  man  m^ 
th  hand?  I  may  jix  my  baed andfeal,  or  I  may  ajix  niyfeal\  but  bow  can  /  e^ix my 
hand  r ' 

•  **  The  fad  is,  that  after  the  affair  of  the  North  Brim,  the  government  bribed 
one  of  my  fervants  to Jieai  a  part  of  the  «  £flay  on^Womao,"  and  the  other  pieces, 
out  of  my  houfe* 

•*  Not 
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his  pofleffion,  than  lie  determined  to  make  the  moft  cfie<Etual  ufe 
of  it;  accordingly^  on  the  very  afternoon  that  the  commons 
voted  the  expuldon  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  his 
former  friend,  and  a  nobleman  not  very  celebrated  for  the  de^ 
corum  of  his  own  condud,  rofe  in  his  place,  and  aOfcirted  ^<  that 
Mr.  Wilkes  had  violated  the  moft  facred  ties  of  religion,  as  well 
as  of  decency,  by  printing  in  his  own  houfe  a  book  or  pamphlet 
entitled  "  An  Eflay  on  Woman,*'  with  notes  or  remarks,  to 
whieh  the  name  of  a  right  reverend  prelate,  Warburton  bifhop  of 
Gloucefter,  had  been  fcurriloufly  affixed." 

In  confequence  of  this  accufation,  and  under  pretence  tiiat  tfab 
privileges  of  the  houfe  were  violated  in  the  perfon  of  the  -prelate 
juft  mentioned,  an  addrefs  was  voted  to  his  majelly,  requefting 
him  to  order  a  profecution  to 'be  immediately  inftituted  againft 
the  author,  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  the  attorney-general  received  in- 
ftru&ions  accordingly  for  that  purpofe. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  expelled  and  outlawed  member,  whofe 
health  was  now  perfe£tly  r^ftored,  continued  to  refide  in  Paris ; 
and  although  he  did  not  vifit  at  the  £ngli(h  ambaflador's,  faw  the 
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Hpt  ^ttite  Mfmrtb  part  of  the  ▼olame  had  been  printed  at  jny  own  private  prefs. 
The  work  ha4  httn  dilboiitinucd  for  feveral  months,  before  I  bad  the  1ea|fc  knowledge 
of  tl^e  tbeft«  Of  thMtJmrtb  part  only  tw«lfe  copiea  were  worked  off,  and  I  never 
gave  one  of  thofe  copietco  any  friend.  lo  this  infamous  manner  did  government  get 
pofleifioa  of  this  new  fobjeA  of  accufation,  and  except  in  the  cafe  of  Algernon  Sydney, 
of  this  new  fpeciei  of  crime;  for  a  Sntgrt  only  coald  make  the  refinement  in  tyranny 
of  raniacking  and  robbing  the  recefles  of  cWfets  and  fttidies,  in  order  to  convert /rv'i^ 
^MN  amuftmeais  latojlstetrhms, 

*■  After  the  fcrvaaC  had  been  bribed  to  commit  the  theft  in  his  mafter*s  houfe,  the 
moft  abandooed  man  of  the  agr,  who  in  this  mrtuon  reign  had  rifen  to  be  fecretary^ 
of  ftate,  was  bribed  to  make  a  compfaunt  to  the  hoofe  of  lords,  that  I  had  pmhftfred  an 
in  Amotts  poem  which  no  man  there  had  ever  feen.  It  was  read  before  that  great 
aflembly  oigrdvt  UtJb  ami  fhrn  pniaut^  ejtceUent  judgct  of  wit  and  poetry^  and  waa 
ordered  to  Ue  on  the  tabk,  for  the  clerks  of  the^houfe  to  copy  and  to  publiih  throogk 
the  nation.  The  whole  of  this  proceeding  was,  I  own,  a  poblic  infult  on  order  and 
decency ;  but  «t  wa*  committed  by  the  houfe  of  lords,  not  by  the  accufed  member  of 
the  houfe  of  commons. 

*'  The  neat,  prim,  fmirking  ebgplain  of  that  babe  of  grace,  that  gudi  cMd  of  the 
prudiih  kirk  of  Scsttond^  the  earl  of  March,  vras  highly  offended/*  &c. 

Set  Mr,  WJkn^s  "  tmtr  to  the  mffthy  EieSiors  of  tbt  Sorwgb  ef 
,     JlyUfiuty:"*     W.  i.  ef  ««  Lmm  hetween  the  Duh  •[  CrjftWf 
the  Xarl §f  HalifjXf  &c,  mndj<^n  PTilkit,  FJj.  p.  jtxa. 
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belt  company  in  that  gay  capital.  On  the  4th  of  June,  the  anni- 
vcrfary  of  his  majcfty*s  birth-day,  we  find  him  giving  a  dinner  to 
•'itwo  noble  Swedijh  fVhigi^^  and  a  jovial  company,  toafting  the 
king's  heahh  in  Joly's  champaigne,  and,  with  Mifs  Wilkes'^ 
help,  finging  the  loyal  fong  of  "  God  (aVe  great  George,"  &c. 

•*  As  I  am  an  univerfal  Whig,"  fays  he  in  a  letter  to  a  friend, 
**  I  could  not  avoid  giving  an  additional  ftanza,  the  poetry  of 
which  I  endeivoured  to  bring  down  as  low  as  the  reft  of  the 
long;  and  I  believe  I  fuccceded.  •The  thought  was  good — ^that 
the  name  of  Brunfmck  may  ever  be  as  propitious  to  the  liberties 
of  mankind  as  that  of  NaiTau,  and  that  our  gracious  fovereign, 
through  a  long  and  glorious  reign,  equally  feared  abroad  and  be* 
loved  at  horhe^  may  prove  himfelf  ai  fteady  a  patron  of  the  righe 
of  Englithmen  :fs  his  grandfather  was.  On  the  whole,  it  proved 
the  moft  agreeable  day  I  have  paflled  (ince  a  few  of  us  in  April 
kept  the  anniverfary  of  the  viftory  at  Cullodett,  which  a  good 
many  others  feem  to  haive  a  memorandum  to  forget^  or  at  leaft  to 
neglefl  very  ihamcfully." 

After  an  exile  of  two  whole  years,  during  which  he  vlCted 
Italy,  the  vinditflive  adminlftration,  that  bad  exhibited  fo  much 
perfonal  animofity  againft  Mr.  WiJkes,  and  the  unpopular  par- 
liament, that  had  facrificed  its  own  privileges  out  of  enmity  to 
that  gentleman,  were  both  diflblved ;  and  toward  the  latter  end 
of  1776,  he  returned  once  more  to  England.     He  had  been  in- 
duced to  this  ftep,  in  confequerice  of  the  recent  changes,  by 
which  his  old  and  intimate  friend,  the  duke  of  Grafton,  had  got 
into  plac^,  dong  with  Mr.  Pitt ;  the  latter  of  whom,  n©twith- 
ftandlng  fotne  harfh  expreffions,  ufed  by  him  in  refpcft  to  Mr. 
Wilkes,  had  ever  maintained  that  be  was  a  perlecuted  man,  and 
that  the  late  miniftry  were  highly  culpable  in  their  proceedings 
againft  him.     In  addition  to  this  confideration,  he  had  learned 
in  the  courfe  of  an  interview  at  Paris  with  lord  Southampton, 
that  **  he  ftiould  find  his  brother  his  real  and  fincere  friend,  ex- 
tremely defirous  to  qoncur  in  doing  him  juftice;"  and  that  he 
had  it  in  charge  to  tell  this  from  the  duke  of  Grafton,  **  but 
that  many  interefting  particulars  relative  to  him  could  not  be 
communicated  by  letter  or  by  the  poft," 
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A^^uated  by  thefe  confiderations,  the  author  of  the  North 
Briton  afldrefled  a  letter"  to  the  duke,  dated  London,  November 
I,  1766,  in  which  he  congratulated  his  native  country,  *'  that  a 
nobleman  of  his  grace's  fuperior  talents  and  inflexible  integrity 
was  at  the  head  of  the  moft  important  department  of  the  date." 
He  added  at  the  fame  time,  ^'  that  though  he  had  been  cut  off 
from  the  body  of  his  majefty's.  fubjefts  by  a  cruel  and  unjuft 
profcription,  he  had  never  entertained  an  idea  inconiiftent  with 
the  duty  of  a  good  fubje6k.  My  heart,"  continues  he,  "ftill  retains 
all  its  former  warmth  for  the  dignity  of  England,  and  the  glory 
of  its  fovereign.  I  have  not  aflbciated  with  the  traitors  to  our 
liberties,  nor  made  a  fingle  connexion  with  any  man  that  i$ 
dangerous,  or  even  fufpedled  by  the  friends  of  the  protedant  fa- 
mily on  the. throne.  I  now  hope  that  the  rigour  of  a  long  un- 
merited exile  is  paft,  and  that  I  may  be  allowed  to  continue  in 
the  land,  and  among  the  friends  of  liberty^ 
,  **  I  wiih,  my  lord,"  adds  he,  **  to  owe  this  to  the  mercy  of 
the  prince.  I  entreat  your  grace  to  lay  me  with  all  humility  at 
the  king's  feet,  with  the  trued  afiurances  that  I  have  never,  in 
any  mon}ent  of  my  life,  fwervcd  from  the  duty  and  allegiance  I 
owe  to  my  fovereign,  and  that  J  implore,  and  in  eveiy  thinp  fub- 

mit  to  his  majefty'?  clemency," 

To  this  letter,  handfomc  as  it  was  in  refpeft  to  the  minifter, 
and  humble  and  fubmi^ive  in  regard  to  the  fovereign,  no  atten- 
tion vv^s  paid ;  and  to'  a  verbal  meflage  to  the  fame  puirpofe,  de- 
livered by  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  ^  common  friend,  the  following  cold 
reply  was  returned :  "  Mr.  Wijkes  mujl  wrfte  to  lord  Cha- 
Jhani." 

This  4dvice  he  refufed  to  comply  with,  on  account  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  been  treated  by  that  nobleman,  and  finding 
himfelf  thus  deferted  on  one  hand,  and  expofed  to  the  hourly  dan- 
ger of  imprifonment  on  the  other,  in  cgnfecjuencc  of  the  outlawry 
hanging  over  his  head,  he  thought  fit  to  return  to  Paris,  whence 
he  difpatched  a  bitter  pbiUlppic  addrefled  to  the  new  minifter, 
dated  December  12, 1766.  In  this,  which  was  foon  made  public, 
he  obfervcd,  that  he  had  repaired  to  England,  with  the  gayeft  and 
fpoft  lively  hopes,  **  but  that'when  he  found  his  pardon  was  to 
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be  bought  with  the  6crifice  of  his  honoar«  he  had  die  vtrtue  net 
to  hefitate.  I  Tpumed  at  the  propofal»"  adds  be»  '*  an^  left  my 
dear  native  London  with  a  heart  full  o£grief,  that  my  fiitrafthopes 
were-blafted,  of  humiliation  that  I  had  given  an  cafy  £iidi  to  the 
promifes  of  a  minifter  and  a  courtier,  and  of  aftonifliment  that  a 
nobleman  of  parts  and  difcernment  could  continue  in  an  infatua* 
tion,  from  which  the  condud^  of  lord  Chathaiii  had  reooreied 
every  otlier  maa'in  the  nation." 

Soon  after  this  he  publiflied  a  variety  of  letters  and  papen 
concerning  himfelf  *,  and  at  length  ventured  once  more  to  re- 
turn to.  his  native  country  in  1768.  Being  now  detemuned, 
without  recurring  to  the  intervention  of  any  of  the  minifters,  to 
throw  hirafolf  on  his  majefty*s  generofity,  he  wrote  a  fnbmiffive 
letter  to  the  king,  which  was  delivered  at  Buckingham-houfe. 
About  the  fame  time  he  publiflied  **  Animadverfions  on  Sir 
John  Cuft's  Speech,  February  8,  to  the  ten  Oxford  Gentlemen, 
for  Bribery,"  and  foon  after  announced  "  A  Hiftory  of  England, 
from  the  Revolution  to  the  Acceffion  of  the  Brunfwick  line,  by 
John  Wilkes." 

Notwithflanding  he  had  been  now  in  exile  during  four  years, 
was  expofed  to  the  vengeance  of  the  law,  and  marked  out  as  a 
vidiim  by  the  adherents  to  the  court,  yet  Mr.  Wilkes  did 
not  £nk  under  his  calamities.  On  the  contrary,  he  exihibited 
more  than  ufual  boldnefs  upon  the  occafion,  and  although 
liable  to  be  made  a  prifoner  by  a  common  tifjiaff]  yet  h^  deter- 
mined to  appear  again  in  London,  and  even  ofler  himfelf  as  a  can* 
didatc  to  reprefcill  the  firft  city  in  the  empire.  On  the  Jiew  cf 
handsf  at  Guildhall,  March  16, 1768,  he  was  declared  duly  eled- 
ed ;  but  a  poll  being  demanded,  and  feven  candidates  appearing 
.on  the  huftings,  this  attempt  proved  unfuccefsful,  although  there 
was  a  moft  refpefbble  appearance  of  the  livery  in  Ills  favour,  he 
having  no  lefs  than  twelve  hundred  and  forty-feven  votes. 

Nothing  daupted  by  this  repulfe,  Ije  next  became  a  candidate 

*  **  A  complete  colle£Uon  of  the  geauioe  papers,  letters,  Ac*  in  the  cafe  ^f  John 
Wilkrs.  Efq.  Ute  menber  Ibr  AyUtbmrjj  in  the  coontf  of  Backs,  jt  fsris,  ebex 
Jubn  H^ilka,  irprimtur,  rut  </•  Gd/Wmti  FaufthMTg  St»  Gtrmm^irittelde  Saxe,  1767, 
svte  a^cbathn  a  pi  Hiltge, 
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for  Ae  .moft  opulent  county  in  the  kingdom,  and  da  March  28, 
was  clcaed  one  of  the  knights  of  the  {hire  for  Middlefex. 

He  WW  thus  far  triumphant ;  but  the  teirors  of  the  law  ftill 
hung  fufpended  over  his  devoted  head,  and  he  was  now  anxious 
either  to  diffipate,  or  encounter  their  fury.  He  accordingly 
furrendered  himfelf  to  the  court  of  King's  Bench ;  but  as  the* 
chief  juftice  and  the  other  judgesjJedared  that  they  had  no  power 
to  commit  htm,  in  confcquencc  of  his  voluntary  appearance,  he 
was  diicharged.  A  captas  tdugaWm^  however,  ibon  brought  him 
in  due  uchmcal  form  within  their  jurifdidiion,  April  27,  and  he 
was  committed  to  theJCing*s  Bench  prifon.  The  fubjc<a  of  the 
outlawry  was  argued,  May  7,  by  Mr.  Scijeant  Glynn,  whp  was 
leading  counfel  in  behalf  of  the  defendant,  and  Mr.  afterwards 
lonl  Thurlow,  who  a£lcd  for  the  crown.  In  the  courfc  ofnext 
term  this  was  at  length  declared  illegal ;  but  the  two  vcrdidls 
obtained  againft  him  for  repuhlijhing  the  North  Briton,  and 
printing  and  publifhing  the  Eflay  on  Woman,  were  urtanimoufly 
confirmed.  For  the  firft  offence  he  was  fentenced  to  pay  a  fine 
of  five  hundred  pounds,  and  to  a  further  imprifonment  of-ten 
monjhs,  makiqg  twelve  in  all ;  and  for  the  fecond,  he  was  fub-» 
jefied  to  a  like  fine,  to  fuffer  twelve  months  additional  imprifon- 
ment, and  to  find  two  fecuritics  for  his  good  behaviour  for  fcvei^ 
years,  of  five  hundred  pounds  each,  while  he  himfelf  was  to  be 
bound  in  one  thoufand  pounds.  . 

Thefe  fentences  were  deemed  feverc,  even  by  moderate  mcp, 
more  efpecially  as  the  chief  juftice  had  ordered  the  record  to  be 
altered  on  the  night  before  the  trial ;  and  the  populace  were  fo 
inccnfed,  that  by  way  of  (hewing  their  fcfpcd  for  a  man  whom 
they  deemed  pcrfecuted  on  account  of  his  attachment  to  the 
liberties  of  their  country,  they  attempted,  a  (hort  time  afterwards, 
to  procure  a  general  illumination  on  the  evening  of  his  birth- 
day*. 

Although  a  prifoner  he  was  not  idle,  for  he  dedicated  moft  of 
his  time  to  the  introdudiion  to  his  promifed  hiftory,  and  alfo  found 

•  They  had  before  lefcued  him  from  the  tipilaVei  »  they  were  conduaing  him 
to  prifon  J  but  he  fttrxcadercd  himfelf  at  midni|ht  to  Ae  muibal  of  the  Kijig^i 
Beiifih  prilioo. 
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leifurc  for  the  pubrication  of  "  A  Letter  on  the  Public  Condud 
of  Mr.  Wilkes,"  whicli  appeared  on  the  ift  of  November.  But, 
left  it  might  be  urged  that  he  had  negleded  to  appeal  to  the 
fountain  of  mercy,  he  again  folicited  the  royal  clemency,  in  a 
petition  prefented  by  Sir  Jofeph  Mawhey,  but  without  cflfed. 

By  this  time  a  generous  indignation  had  pervaded  the  fouthem 
part  of  Great  Britain,  on  account  of  the  feries  of  perfecutions 
.  to  whicli  Mr.  Wilkes  had  been  fubje^ed,  and  in  the  metropalzs 
his  name  was  never  mentioned  without  eulogium.  Charmed 
with  the  approbation  of  his  native  city,  at  a  period  he  himfelf 
was  confined  in  the  jail  of  a  neighbouring  county,  his  hopes  re- 
vived, and  he  determined  to  afpire  to  its  municipal  honours. 
Accordingly,  he  was  propofed  as  a  candidate  for  the  ward  of  Far- 
ringdon  Without,  and  on  the  ad  of  January  1769,  elefted  alder- 
man by  a  great  majority  ;  but  in  confequence  of  fome  trifling 
informality,  this  was  declared  a  void  ele£lion,  and  on  the  27tb 
he  was  unanimoufly  returned,  bis  intereft  being  too  formidable 
for  any  oppoiition. 

On  the"  meeting  of  parliament,  he  applied  to  the  houfe  of 
commons  for  relief,  and  was  brought  twice  to  the  bar,  b^it  hi$ 
petition  was  declared  frivolous.  Soon  after  this,  in*  confequence 
of  a  riot  in  St.  George's  fields,  the  military  were  called  ont^  and 
an  innocent  youth  of  the  name  of  Allen  was  inhumanly 
bi^tchcred  in  a  cow-|ioufe  belonging  to  his  own  father.  An  im- 
prudent letter  from  lord  Weymouth,  then  fecretary  of  ftate,  ad- 
dreifed  tp  the  chairman  of  the  bcingh  of  juftices,  e^preQive  of  tlie 

higheft  approbation  of  the  late  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  ma- 
giftrates,  who  had  invoked  the  afiiftahce  of  the  fo^diery,  having 
been  feen  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  he  immediately  publKhed  it,  with 
fome  introduflory  remarks.  Lord  Weymouth  on  this  complain- 
ed of  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  the  houfe  of  commons,  as  if  i^ 
had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  jurifdiftion  or  privileges  of  the 
peers,  not  only  voted  it  to  be  "  an  infolent,  fcandalous,  and  fcdi- 
,  tious  libel,"  but  on  the  motion  of  lord  Barrington,  then  fecretary 
at  vyar,  and  Mr.  Rigby,  the  pavmafter  of  the  forces^  actually 
Mr.  Wilkes.  ' 

loiders  of  Middlefcz,  having  met  to  put  a  candidate 
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in  nomination,  the  aldermen  Sawbridge  and  Townlhend,  both  of 
them  ffiembers  of  parliament,  and  at  that  time  ft  rangers  to  Mr. 
•Wilkes,  recommended  the  re-ele£lion  of  their  former  reprefenta- 
tive,  wh  ch  accordingly  took  place.     On  this,  th6  houfe  of  com- 
mons, in  exprefs  oppofition  to  the  current  of  their  own  precedents^ 
declared  the  fecond  elefiion  void,  and  voted  Mr.  Wilkes  in- 
capable of  fitting  in  that  parliament.    The  {heri£  immediateljf 
proceeded  to  a  new  choice,  on  which  the  fame  confequences 
enfued  as  before ;  on  a  third  attempt,  he  was  once  more  returned ; 
but  on  the  fourth  ele£iion,  colonel  Luterell,  now  loi'd  Cprhamp- 
ton,  who  had  vacated  his  feat  in  parliament  exprefsly  for  this 
purpofe,  and  obtained  two  hundred  and  ninety-fix  votes,  was  de« 
glared  duly  ele£ted,  although  Mr.  Wilkes  had  polled  twelve liun- 
dred  and  forty-three.     The  whole  of  thefe  proceedings  were  fo 
fcandalous  in  themfelvcs,  and  fo  little  confonant  to  the  principles 
of  juftice,  that  the  nation  became  incenfed  againft  their  repre« 
ientatives,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  as  if  afraid  of  iharing  their  dif* 
grace,  would  not  permit  the  minutes  to  remain  on  the  face  of 
their  records. 

Mr.  Wilkes  being  no  longer  incapacitated  from  obtaining  a 
legal  remedy  againft  the  fecretary  of  ftate  who  had  granted  the 
general  warrant  for  his  apprehenfton,  now  brought  an  aSiou 
againft  lord  Halifax,  and  recovered  a  verdidi  of  four  thoufantl 
pounds;  this,  together  with  one  ihoufand  pounds  from  Mr, 
"Wood,  was  paid  out  of  the  civillift,  and  when  added  to  three 
hundred  pounds  prcfented  him  by  the  bill  of  rights,  and  money 
.  and  prefei^t^  from  various  parts  of  England,  America,  and  the 
Weft  Indies,  ferved  to  confote  him  in  fome  meature  for  his 
fufFerings  *. 

On  the  expiration  of  his  imprifonmcnt  he  was  fworn  in  alder- 
man, in  pppoiition  to  the  opinion  pf  the  crown  lawyers,  who 
attempted  to  prove  him  incapacitated  from  difcharging  that  offices 

*  In  1^72,  a  legacy  of  three  hundred  ponadt  was  left  him  br  WJHam  Temple, 
££9.  <<  for  his  ItreAttottt  ezertions  in  the  c«ufc  of  liberty,  and  his  glorioufl  and  noble 
defence  of  the  Englifh  conftitution^  againft  a  feries  of  defpotic  tyranu  and  wicked 
fiiinifters.*'  During  the  fame  year,  the  city  of  London  prefenred  him  'with  a  large 
^l?er  embofled  cup,  the  fubje^  of  whi^h  was  the  aili^flinadoQ  of  Julius  Clefar.    ' 

6  and 
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and  a  more  zS&wt  and  indefatigable  ma^pftrate  never  appeara] 
upon  the  bencb,  whether  in  refpe&  to  th«  difputes  between  in^ 
dividuali,  or  in  the  cafe  of  public  bodies  attemptii^  to  trench  oa 
the  rights  of  the  fubjeds,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  printers  *»  reicued, 
by  bis  interference,  from  a  mefienger  of  the  houfe  of  commOBs^ 
who,  in  his  turn^  was  obliged  to  find  bai],  to  prevent  him  from 
being  committed  to  the  common  jail. 

On  July  3d,  4771,  he  filled  the  office  of  fhertff,  opened  the 
galleries  of  the  Old  Bailey,  and  gave  orders  that  no  French  wines 
fhottid  be  fcrved  at  his  entertainments ;  he  endeavoured  to  extend 
thhantigfii^an  refolution  to  the  feafts  at  the  manfion-houfe,  bnt 
the  lord  mayor  wotild  not  acoede  to  the  propofition. 

To  that  honourable  poft  he  himfelf  was  defied,  OAober  51^9 
1774,  and  a  few  days  afterwards,  being  rc^rned  a  fifth  time 
fyr  the  county  of  Middlefex,  he  took  his  feat,  without  any  op* 
pofition,  and  became* not  only  a  conftant  attendant  in  St: 
Stephen's  chapel,  but  a  bold  aflertor  of  the  caufe  of  liberty  f ,  and 
a  ftrenuous  opponent  of  the  adminiflration  of  that  day. 

On 

*  Me  AT.  M11Ur»  Wheble,  Bse,  It  was  oa  this  occaAoa  that  he  teceiTed  the  picTem 
aQttded  to  in  the  former  note. 

When  the  city  of  London  in  1771  roted  i  filter  cup  to  Mr.  Wilkes  ft  hisTpinted 
de/)ence  of  the  caufe  of  freedom  in  the  cafe  of  the  printers,  the  defigif  and  omamciitt 
were  left  to  his  own  djredion.  He  accordingly  cfade  the  Jeatb  •fC^efu-  im  thf  Rtmm 
fiHMitf  one  of  the  gaeattft  facrifices  to  puUic  liberty  recorded  in  hiftory.  ' 

Julius  Csfar  is  leprefented  in  the  ias^reliff  on  the  vafe,  gracefully  covering  himfelf 
with  the  toga,  and  falling  at  the  bale  of  the  pedcftal  which  fopports  the  flatue  of  hit 
ancient  enemy,  Pompey  the  Great*  Brutus,  Caflius,  and  the  other  noUe  Romans 
Ibnn  a  circle  around  the  body.  Their  daggers  feem  reeking  with  the  tyfant*s  blood, 
and  are  raifed  to  heaTen*  Every  eye  is  fixed  on  Brutus,  who  is  in  the  attitude  of  congr^ 
toktiBg  CiceiDoa  the  recovery  of  the  public  liberty,  and  pointing  to  the  proftrate  and 
expiring  uforper.  The  figure  of  Brutus  which  ftandsoat  in  very  bold  and- high  rc&vo, 
!s  particularly  ftriking,  and  the  capial  of  the  whole  groupe.  At  the  bottom  of  the  vafe 
is  the  following  infcriptioB  fram  Churchill,  encircled  with  myrtle  and  uak  leaves ; 

«<  May  every  tyrant  feel 

"  The  keon,  deep  fearehinga  of  a  patriot  fteel  1" 

S«  "  tbe  Sputbes  of  J.  fTUhs,  cne  of  the  Knights,  &c.**  P.  66.  Vol.  2. 

f  The  following  quoUtion  will  fhtw  to  what  an  extent  Mr.  W.'s  ideas  on  this 
iubjea  wtre  carried,  at  a  period  when  he  cxerciicd  the  firft  muaicipid  tation  in  the 
MQpire ; 

'  A  motion 
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On  tlie  propoGtkm  of  Mr.  Sttwkridge,  Feb.  i»  1775,  ^  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  fhortentng  the  dnratkm  of  parlia*. 
fnents»"  we  find  the  lord-mayor  not  only  feconding  the  motioop: 
bat  ftreniioufly  fupportbig  it  in  a  fpeech  of  coniiderable  length^ 
by  means  of  the  following  arguments  : 

.  I.  Becauie  freqtient  parliaments  form  part  of  the  ancient 
conftitution  of  England,  and  the  right  of  the  people  to  theia 
ao-ifes  from  the  nature  of  all  delegated  power^  and  the  neceil^ty 
of  a  controul ; 

2.  From  the  impolicy  as  well  as  injuftice  of  obliging  the  con* 
ftituents  of  a  man  who  has  betrayed  his  ^uft  in  the  firft  feffiont 
to  wait'  till  the  end  of  a  tedious  period  of  feven  years,  before 
they  can  have  an  opportunity  of  depriving  him  of  a  power 
which  he  has  fo  early  abufed  ; 

And>  3.  From  the  nature  of  moft  of  the  petitions  then  before  ' 
the  houfe. 

**  The  general  complaint,"  fays  he,  "  is  that  of  bribery  and 
corruption.  Short  parliaments,  fir,  if  they  do  not  totally  era- 
dicate this  moft  pernicious  practice,  muft  neceilarily  dim'miih 
the  evil  in  no  fmall  degree.  By  the  frequent  return  of  appeals 
to  the  people,  the  public  money  in  the  minifter^s  liands  would 
not  always  be  found  adequate  to  the  crooked  counfels  of  an 
in£4ious  Court,  nor  to  a  determined  purpofe  of  regularly  coun* 

Fotct  of  January  2$,  17^7$, 

A  notion  waft  made,  and  the  qaeflion  bebg  pfopofed,  **  that  the  cha^in  of 
this  hoofc  do  preach  before  this  houfe,  at  St.  Margaret*8,  Weflmlafter,  upon 
Monday  next,  the  tbirtiab  day  of  this  inilant  Jamarj^  UcC' 

The  lord-mayor,  Mr.  Wilkea,  faid,  that  <'  be  was  for  the  obfenraocc  of  tlie  day, 
not  in  the  ufual  manner  by  failing  and  prayer  to  deprecate  the  pretended  wrath  of 
heaTen,  but  in  a  very  diflfertnt  way  from  what  fome  otHer  gentlemen  had  propofod  ; 
that  it  fhould  be  celebrated  as  a  feftfval,  u  a  day  of  triumph,  not  kept  as  a  faft  2 
thit  the  death  of  the  £rft  Charles,  a  detonniaed  enemy  to  the  liberttea  of  h«« 
country,  who  made  war  on  his  people,  askd  murdered  many  thoaianda  of  hie  innocent 
fubjeds,  an  odious  hypocritical  tyrant,  who  waa,  in  the  great  Milton's  words,  ipf(^ 
Ner9nt  atronutf  Ihould  be  confidered  as  a  facrffice  to  the  public  juftice  of  the  nation, 
as  highly  approrcd  by  heavan,  and  ought  to^  be  bad  in  folemii  remembrance  as  the 
moft  glorious  deed  ever  done  in  this  or  ^any  country,  without  which  we  ihould  at 
this  hour  have  had  no  conftitution,  degenerated  into  the  moft  abjedl  flaves  on  the 
face  of  the  earth,  not  governed  by  the  known  and  equal  taws  X»f  a  Umttd  mooarchyt 
but  fubjefl  CD  the  impenout  will  of  an  arbitrary  fQvereigo/' 

4  tera£lifig 


terafting  the  wi(hes  of  a  nation.    The  flooci^tes,  of  the   tnn* 
fury,  however  widely  openody  would  on  fuch  rq)eated  occailons 
fcarcely  afibrd  torrents  copious  and  impetuous  enough  to  carry 
away  all  fenfe  of  duty  to  the  conftitution,  all  regard  to  the  laws 
and  liberties  of  the  country.     If  this  houfe  was  elected  for  a 
ihort  term  only,  a  commerce  of  corpption  between  the  minifier 
and  the  reprefentative  could  not  grow  up  to  acquire  the  ftrength 
and    confiftency  which  is  given  by  a  period  of  feven   years 
fecurity  and  independency  on  the  power  by  which  we  were 
created. 

**  I  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  houfe,  Sh",  for  only  one  more 
ibort  obfervation.    This  motion  {hikes  me  as  a  kind  of  parlia- 
mentary  teft,  which  brings  every  thing  home  to  our  confcienccs. 
.  It  cannot  fail  of  meeting  in  this  houfe  <tha  fupport  of  all  the  true 
friends  of  the  ancient  conllitutlon  of  England;    of  all  who 
mean  to  aft  honeftly,  for  they  run  no  rifque.     They  are  furc 
of  the  applaufe  and  free  choice  of  their  conAituents>  on  every 
frefti  appeal.     TTie  venal  and  interefted;  all,  who  think  lightly 
of  their  ties  and  obligations  to  their  mafters,  and  do  not  hold 
themfelves  bound  to  hear  and  redrefs  the  injuries  of  the  nation 
they  reprefent,  but  are  reghrdkfs  of  the  feelings  of  the  people, 
intent  pnly  on  the  public  plunder  ;  all  thefe  have  their  terrors^ 
and  certainly  not  ill-grounded,  on  the  firft  fuggeftion  of  an 
appeal  to  their  conflityents.     From  fuch  men  only  an  oppofition 
to  this  motion  is  to  be  expe&ed.     The  reprefent«itive,  who  is 
confcious  of  having  merited  well  of  bis  conftituents,  will  always 
rejoice  at  the  opportunity  of  applying  for  frequent  proo6  of 
their  regard^  and  truft,   will  defirc,  will  eameftly  folicit,  this 
appeal ;  while  the  man  who  has  afted  contrary  to  the  clear 
dictates  of  his  duty,  and  betrayed  his  trufl:,  will  naturally  dread 
every  fuch  occaflon,  will  tremble  even  at  the  diftant  view  of  the 
ipirited  indignation  with  which  he  would  be  rejeflfed. 

**  A  guilty  mind,  Sir,  frequently  braves  the  filcnt  reproaches 
of  a  wounded  confcience,  but  can  feldom  bear  up  againft  that 
public  contempt  and  infamy  which  I  truft  will  always  purfue 
parliamentary  proftitution." 

Puring  the  whoiq  of  the  memorable  and  unfortunate  conteft 

with 
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With  America,  Mr.  Wilkcs  exhibited  himfelf  a  moft:  fleadiaft 
enemy  to  the  meafur^  of  taxation  and  fubjugation,  which  cloMy 
followed  each  other.  Accordingly,  on  February  6,  1775,  ^hen 
the  houfe  of  commons  pafled  a  'vote  declaring  that  a  *'  rebel- 
lion" exifted  within  the  province  of  Mafiachufet's  bay,  he  op- 
pofqd  the  addrefi  on  the  .gR>unds  of  its  being  unfotinded^  rafh, 
and  fanguinary. 

**  It  draws  the  fword  unjufthr  againft  America,"  fays  he; 
**  but  before  adminiftration  are  fufFered  to  plunge  the  nation  into 
the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  before  they  are  permitted  to  force 
Englifhmen  to  flieathe  their  fwords  in  the  bowels  of  their  fel- 
low-fubjeds,  I  hope  this  houfe  will  ferioufly  weigh  the  original 
ground  and  caufe  of  this  unhappy  difputc,  and  in  time  refledl 
whether  juftice  is  on  our  fide,  and  gFves  a  fandiion  to  the  in« 
tended  hoftile  proceedings  ? 

•"  The  aflTumed  right  of  taxation  without  the  confent  of  the  fuh» 
jV^,  is  plainly  the  primary  caufe  of  the  prefent  quarrel.  Have 
we  then,  Sir,  any  right  to  tax  the  Americans  ?  That  is  the  great 
important  queftion.  The  fundamental  laws  of  human  nature, 
and  the  principles  of  the  Englifli  conftitution,  are  equally  repug- 
nant to  the  claim.  The  very  idea  of  property  excludes  the  right 
of  another's  taking  any  thing  from  me  without  my  confent, 
otherwife  I  cannot  call  it  my  own.  No  tenure  can  be  fo  pre- 
carious as  the  will  of  another.  What  property  have  I  in  what 
another  perfon  c^n  feize  at  his  pleafure  ?  If  any  part  of  my  pro- 
perty IS  fubjeft  to  the  difcretionary  power  of  others,  the  whole 
may  be  fo  likewife.  If  we  can  tax  the  Americans  without  their 
confent  they  have  no  property,  nothing  they  can  call  their  own 
with  certainty,  for  we  might  by  violence  take  the  whole  as  well 
as  the  part. 

*^  The  words  liberty  2xA  property y  fo  dear  to  an  Englifhman, 
fo  pleaiing  in  our  ears,  would  become  a  cruel  mockery,  an  in- 
fult  to  an  American.  ,  The  laws  of  fociety  are  profeflcdly  cal- 
culated to  fecure  the  property  of  each  individual,  of  every  fubjeft 
of  the  ftate.  This  point  is  no  lefs  clearly  determined  by  the 
great  principles  of  that  happy  conflitution  under  which  we  live. 
All  fubUdies  to  the  crown  have  always  been  confidered,  and  ex- 

prefsly 
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pie&Iy  declared  Co  be  grams  from  the  commons  of  i  the  realms 
£ree  gifts  from  the  peo^  Their  full  coolent  it  ftated  in  ibe 
grant* 

'^  Much  has  been  (aid  of  the  palatinate  of  Chefter,  and  tite 
principality  of  Wales,  and  the  period  of  their  taxation ;  but.  Sir, 
there  is  a  more  remarkable  cafe  in  point,  which  alone  would 
determine  this  queftton.  If  gentletkien  will  fcarch  the  records 
in  the  Towef ,  and  the  chapel  of  the  Rolls,  they  will  find  that  the 
town^of  Calais,  in  France,  when  it  belonged  to  the  imperial  crown 
of  this  realm»  was  not  taxed  till  it  fent  a  reprcfentative  to  parlia- 
nent.  A  Thomas  FowUr  afiually  fat  aud  voted  in  this  houfe  as  a 
burge&  of  the  town  of  Calais.  From  that  period,  and  not  till  then, 
was  Calais  taxed.  The  writ  out  of  Chancery,  and  the  return  in 
the  reigti  of  Edward  VL  are  ftiil  extant.'* 

A  few  days  after  this,  on  a  motion  for  refcindlng  the  famous 
¥Oite  concerning  his  own  expuIGon,  the  member  for  Middlefex, 
in  ftill  ftronger  language,  exprefied  his  deteftation  of  the  conteft 
with  the  Americans,  which  he  termed  **  an  unjuft,  felonious 
war,  becaufe,"  added  he,  *^  the  primary  caufej  and  confeffcd 
0ri^n  of  it  is,  to  attempt  to  take  their  money  from  them  with- 
out their  confent,  contrary  to  the  common  rights  of  all  mankind, 
and  thofe  great  fundamental  principles  of  the  Englifh  conftitution 
for  which  Hampden  bled.    I  aflert,  Sir,  that  it  is  in  confequence 
zmurJerous  war,  becaufe  it  is  an  cflfbrt  to  deprive  men  6f  their  lives 
for  ftanding  up  in  thejuftcaufeof  the  defence  of  their  property, 
and  their  clear  rights.     It  becomes  no  lefs  a  murderous  war  with 
reiped  to  many  of  our  fellow  ful)jeAs  of  this  ifland ;  for  every 
man,  either  of  the  navy  or  army,  who  has  been  fent  to  America, 
and  fallen  a  vidiim  in  this  unnatural  and  unjuft  conteft,  has,  in 
my  opinion,  been  murdered  by  admjniftration,  and  his  blood  lies 
at  their  door.     Such  a  war^  I  fear,  Sir,  will  draw  down  the  ven- 
geance of  heaven  upon  this  devoted  kingdom." 

**  I  (peak,  Sir,"  continues  he,  ^^  as  a  firm  fnend  to  England 
and  America,  but  ftill  more  to  univer(al  liberty,  and  the  rights 
of  mankind.  '  I  truft  no  part  of  the  fubjeds  of  this  vaft  empire 

will  ever  fubmit  to  be  flaves.    I  am  fure  the  Americans  arc  too 
high  fpirited  to  brook  the  idea.     Your  whole  power,  and  that  of 

your 
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yovr  sdlics,  if  you  had  any,  evea  of  all  the  German  troops,  of  aK 
the  ruffians  from  the  North,  whom  you^can  hire,  cannot tffed  To 
wicked  a  purpofe.  The  condo€fc  of  the  prefent  adminiftratioa 
has  already  wrefted  the  fcqitre  of  America  out  of  the  hands  of 
cor-  fovercign,  and  be  has  now  fcareely  even  a  poftmaAer  left  in 
the  whole  northern  continent.  More  than  half  the  empiie  is 
already  Ic^  and  almoft  all  the  reft  is  in  confufioa  and  anartdiy. 
The  miniftry  have  brought  our  (bvereign  into  a  roore4i^;racefQl 
iitaation  than  any  crowned  head  now  living.  Be  alone  has  al« 
ready  loft,  by  their  fatal  counfeb,  more  territory  than  the  three 
great  united  powers  of  Ruflia,  Auftria,  and  Pruffia,  have  by  a 
wicketTconfederacy  ribbed  Poland  of,  and  by  equal  adts  of  vio- 
lence and  injuftice  from  adminiftration.'* 

In  1777,  when  a  bill  was  brotight  in  by  lord  North,  for  detain^ 
ing  Americans  in  fuch  places  within  the  realm,  &c.  as  bis  ma^ 
jefty  might  appoinU  it  was  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by  Mr.  Wilkes. 

**  This,'^  (aid  he,  while  fpeaking  of  one  of  the  moft  objeSionr 
able  claufes,  '*  may  operate  in  a  manner  more  to  be  dreaded  than 
any  baniftiment  or  confinement  wt  of  the  realm,  A  power 
which  may  be  thus  grofsly  abbfed,  ought  not  to  be  trufted  with- 
out rcftriAion,  to  any  man.  A  peribn  onlyfufpeSedy  or  pietended 
to  be  fo,  toay  be  doomed  to  a  damp  and  noxious  dungeon,  in  the 
midft  of  gutrid  marfhes,  or  on  the  moft  fwampy  coaft.  He  may 
be  ftifled  in  a  vault,  to  tahofe  foul  mouth  m  heakhfome  air  breathes 
in.  I,  Sir,  perhaps  may  at  lafi  befufpe^edy  and  probably  it  will 
not  be  zflight  fufpicion.  I  have  formerly  experienced  an  iBega!, 
clofe*^  and  rigorous  imprifonment  in  the  Tower;  but  by  chit 
bill  I  may  be  fent  to  the  gloomy  waftes  and  deferts  of  the  norths  to 
the  barbarous  highlands  of  Scctland^  or  among  tlie  iavages  in  the 
dreary  ifle  of  Butey  from  whofe  bourn  I  am  fure  I  ihould  never 
return,  even  as  a  traveller ^  much  lels  as  a  prifoner.  Is  this  claufe 
ingenioufly  meant,  Sir,  as  a  new  mode  of  repeopling  that  ancient 
abandoned  kingdom  V* 

«  ((  The  law  •£  Eoglaod  appoints  impriiiMinient  m  afioJmmt  not  h  fHftiam,  9c<» 
kuowMges  BO  cUfi  imprifonmtot,  whctcM  I  wa«  kept  wich  the  moft  esticin* 
rigour.", 

Algtnm  SyJMy's  A^logj^  •nthtdsjoflm  dtath,  p.  273. 

During 
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Dunrig  the  wbole  of  the  AMftticao  War  Mr>  IS/ilkts  wms^be 
zealou&oppognerof  lord  North  and  his  meafures.  As  lord  miftyof 
of  London,  he  prefented  petitions,  addrefles,  and  remonftrances 
again  (I  it ;  as  a  member  of  parliament,  he  voted  and  .(poke  in  • 
oppoCtton  to  )t ;  nay,  he  was  To  anxious  to  bring  the  noble  Jord  ^ 
himfelf  to  condign  punifhment,  that  he  propofed  an  impeach- 
ment, in  his  capacity  as  an  inhabitant  of  We(lmii>iler»  and 
actually  fat  as  the  chairman  of  a  refpe&able  body  of  citizens  who 
met  to  difctfs  the  queftion. 

The  friends  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  with  a  view  to  rcwsu'd  his  uniform 
and  meritorious  exertions,  at  length  propofed  him  as  a  candidate 
for  the  cbamberlainiliip ;  and  he  undeitook,  in  imitation*  of  the 
exemplary  condiidl  of  Sir  Stephen  Theodore  Janfen,  who  had 
obtained  that  office  under  fimilar  difficulties,  to  lay  by  a  certain 
portion  of  the  emoluments  for  the  payment  of  his  debts.  A 
perfon  ipore  favourable  to  the  views  of  the  court  party  in  the 
city  was,  however,  put  in  nomination,  and  although  many  ob- 
jeAions  were  made  to  Mr.  Hopk'ms,  and  he  had  no  claim  on  the 
fcore  of  talents,  of  fufFerings,  or  of  fervices,  yet  he  fecured  his 
nomination,  and  continued  in  place  until  his  death,  in  1779*  Mr. 
Wilkes  on  this  ftarted  afrefh,  under  better  aufpices,  but  did  not  at 
length  procure  the  objedlof  his  wifhes,  without  a  new  ftruggle* 

During  the  riots  in  1780,  he  afted  the  part  of  an  honeft,  able, 
and  intrepid  magiftrate.  haVing  been  eminently  ferviceable  in 
preferving  the  bank  trom  pillage ;  on  this  occafion  he  received 
the  thanks  of  the  privy  council,  and  foon  after  repaired  to  courts 
where  he  was  tnojl  graciotifly  reaivcd. 

On  theacceffion  of  the  Rockingham  adminiflration  topower» 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  American  war,  he  at  length  beheld 
a  favourable  opportunity  for  obliterating,  if  not  avenging,  the 
wrongs  done  to  his  conflituents.  He  accordingly  feized  a  critical 
noment  for  the  purpofe,  and  on  die  3d  of  May  178^9  it 
was  at  length  refolved  by  the  houfe  of  commons,  **  that 
all  the  declarations,  orders,  and  refolutions  of  that  houfe,  re- 
fpediing  the  eleftion  of  John  Wilkes,  Efq.  be  expunged 
from  the  journals  of  the  houfe,  r»s  fubverfive  of  the  rights 
of  the  whole  body  of  electors  in  the  kingdom."  ConCder- 
.   .  *  •  ing 


ing  tltoi^  with  gnat  proprretjr,  rather  a$  the  triumtyh  of  his  con- 
ftitnentsthan'of  the  individual  who  reprefented  them,  he  immt** 
dtately  addrefled  a  leher  to  the  elefton  of  Middlefex,  in  which 
be  congratulated  them  on  the  fignal  reparation  they  had  now 
obtained  for  their  **  violated  francliifes  and  the  injuries  they  had 
fiiftained  under  tlie  former  flagitious  adminiilration." 

When  a  fchifm  had  tak6n  place  among  the  <*  Whigs/'  in  con* 
iequence  of  the  death  of  their  leader*,  the  earl  of  Shelburne, 
now  marquis  of  Lanfdowne,  attained  the  fupreme  power,  and 
concluded  a  peace  with  Altierica.  This  meafure,  then  fo  mpch 
condemned,  and  now  fo  miiph  praifed,  received  the  approbation  of 
Mr.  Wilkes  at  a  period  when  the  clamour  of  party  drowned  the 
voice  of  reafon;  he  accordingry  defended  it,  at  a  meeting  of  his 
conftituents,  but  was  oppofod  by  his  colleague,  Mr.  Byng^  and 
loft  much  of  his  influence  with  the  freeholders  on  this  occafion ; 
his  defence  of  Mr.  Haftings,  alfo,  tended  not  a  little  to  alienate 
the  aflTedion  of  many  of  his  friends.  The  fuccefs  of  the  coali* 
tion,  which  appeared  to  him  a  criminal  ftruggle  for  power,  in* 
duced  him  foon  after  this  to  retire  from  parliament. 

Mr.  Wilkes  now  proved  to  the  world,  what  was  before  known 
only  to  his  friends,  that  He  "was  as  well  calculated  for  private 
as  for  public  life.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  he  re- 
fided  either  in  his  daughter's  houfe  in  Grofvenor-fquare,  or  at  his 
own  at  Keniington-Gore  f,  whence  he  repaired  daily  to  his  office 
in  Guildhall,  dedicating  the  mornings  to  bufinefs,  and  the  even- 
ings to  the  pleafures  of  literature,  and  the  fociety  of  a  few  chofen 
friends.  Two  or  three  months  of  the  fummer  feafon  were  fpent 
at  his  vilh,  or  vUiaimy  as  he  was  accuftomed  jocularly  to  term  it, 
at  Sandham  in  the  ifle  of  Wight.  This  originally  confifted  of 
a  couple  of  cottages,  which  he  contrived  to  convert  into  a  very 
neat  and  commodious  refidehce,  and  to  decorate  according  to  hia 
own  ^cy.  While  it  prefented  him  with  a  pleafant  retreat,  it  at 
the  fame  time  ferved  to  cdebrate  all  that  was  dear  to  him.  We 
accordingly  find  him  commemcM'ating  his  attstcbmeot  to  hii 

*  The  fldarquh  of  Rockingham, 
f  'M«.  Wilket  Uved  firft  at  Ken&ngtoBf  and  aftciWardi  at  Kesfogieii-Ooic,  milk 
a  lady,  by  whom  he  bad  a  daogkteri  iHU  Wwj^ 

N  n  ^daughter 
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daughter  by  the  following  infcriptaoiii  placed  in  a.foaifyl 

fituatioa :     - 

TO  FILIAL  PIETY 

AND 

MARY    WILKES; 

ERECTED  BY 

JOHNWILKES, 

1789. 

An  infcription  In  the  Tufcan  ixx>iq|  exhibits  his  gratitude  to 
the  citizens  of  London»  and  at  the  fathe  time  ihews,  that  he  was 
not  afraid  of  perpetuating  the  membry  of  his  former  poverty : 

FORTUNE  REDUCI 

ET 

CIVITATI  LONDINENSIS 

P. 

JOHANNES  WILKES,  ^VJESTOK, 

1789. 

A  thirdi  on  a  Doric  pillar,  is  facred  to  friendfhip  : 

CAROLO  CHURCHILL,  ' 

DIVINO  POETi£, 

c 

AMICO    JUCUNDO 

CIVI  OPTIME  D£  FATRIA  MERITO. 

0 

It  is  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  grove,  and  backed  with  weepin} 
willows,  cyprefies,  6cc.  while  laurels  feem  to  grow  out  of  the  a> 
lumn,  as  from  Virgil's  tomb. 

It  was  thus,  in  claffical  purfuits  and  civic  labours,  that  the 
remainder  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  life  glided  away  in  one  calm,  even, 
uninterrupted  ftream,  until  at  length,  perceiving  that  a  period 
was  about  to  be  put  to  his  exiftence,  he  deftroyed  feveral  of  his 
pap^,  and  met  death  with  great  fortitude  and  refignation,  in 
Grofvenor-fquare,  December  a6,  1797. 

By  hi^  will  he  left  his  daughter.  Mils  Wilkes,  executrix  and 
refiduary  legateei  and  skUb  gave  inftru£Uons  refpe^ing  his  burial. 
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}n  oonieqiieiice  of  thefe  the  body  was  interred  in  a  vault  in 
GiX>fvernor  chapel.  South  Audiey-.ftreet.  A  hearfc  and  three 
mourning  coaches,  together  with  his  daughter's  private  carriage, 
formeff  the  cavalcade,  and  eight  poor  men,  who  were  gratified 
with  a  guinea  apiece  and  i  fuit  of  new  black  clothes,  conveyed 
the  corpfe  to  the  fpot  deftined  for  its  interment,  which,  according 
to  his  oWn  injun£Ubns,  was  the  neareft  burial  place.  In  confor- 
mity to  his  defire,  a  pbin  marble  tablet  with  the  following  (Imple 
epitaph  was  erefled  to  his  memory : 


THE  REMAINS 
OF 

JOHN    WILKES, 

A  FRIEND  TO  LIBERTY. 

BORN  AT  LONDON,  OCTOBER  1 7,  I727»  O.  S. 

1>IED  IN  THIS  PARISH. 

The  coffin  plate  coiltained  his  arms*,  with  the  following  in-^ 
Icription  : 

JOHN  WILKES,  ESQ:.  F.  R,  S* 

ALDERMAN  OF  THE  WARD  OF 

» 

FARRINGDON  WITHOUT, 

■ 

CHAMBERLAIN  OF  LONDON,  \ 

AND  LORD  MAYOR  1771  ; 
DIED    DECEMBER   a6,    I797» 
"aged  70  YEARS. 

Thus  died,  at  art  advanced  period  of  life,  John  Wilkes,  who 
during  a  feries  of  years  feemed  defirous  to  emulate  the  names  of 
Hampden  and  Sydney ;  and  to  equal  them,  only  wanted  a  more 

« 

^  Ofy  a  cherron  fable  between  three  erowi  heads  eraTed^  coloured  proper,  charged 
Itith  an  efctttcheon  of  pretence,  fabk,  a  chevron  or,  between  three  pelicans  Tulnenit- 
uig  or*    Creil,  on  a  mount  vert,  a  croft-bow  ftrin|ad  or  |  %rith  thft  mocto  on  a  fcroU  s 

Arcui  mie  von  conpioi 

Cent»  Mgi^fy'  2798,  p«  82. 
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corrcft deportment  in  cariy  life*,  a  grander  field  of  exertion, 
and  a  premature   death.      In   his   pefrfon  he  wa^  tall>  and 

*  As  much  hat  been  faid  of  the  cltsb  of  Jtv^al  Sfirkt  that  aflbcitted  at  Mednam 
Abbey^  we  fliaU  here  tfanlcr'ibe  the  £olk>wui$  accoant  of  tty  u  publifiied  by  one  of 
Mr.  Wilkes*s  own  friendly  in  1709. 

**  Medneinhani>  or  ai  it  it  pronounced  MeitnaiA  Abbey,  U  a  very  brgc  faoofc  on  the 
bank*  of  the  Thamea,  near  Marlow,  in  Ekickitighamihire.    It  was  formerly  a  convcju 

« 

0||f  Ciftertian  monks.    The  (it«ation  it  remarkably  fine.    Beautifal  hanging  woods, 
igid  (cd  ncadowty  a  oryftal  ftreaoi  an'd  t  grove  of  ▼cnerabfe  old  elms  near  the  hooiie, 
with  the  retirr^eft  of  the  manfion  Itfelf,  made  it  u  fweet  a  retreat  as  the  raoft  poen- 
S     :    -^       cat  rmagmation  could  create. 

*  <«  Sir  Francis  Daihwood,  Sir  Thomas  Stapletoni  Paul  Whitehead,  Mr.  Wlikes,  and 
.  -  ^  Other  gentlemen,  to  the  number  of  twelve,  rented  the  Abbey,  and  often  retired  there 
in  the  fummer.  Amoo^  other  amufements  they  had  fometimes  a  nu>ck  celebration 
of  the  more  ridiculous  rites  of  the  foreign  reUgious  orders  of  the  church  cfRemtf  of  the 
Francifcans  in  particular,  for  the  gentlemen  had  taken  their  title  from  the  founder>  Sir 
•  ^  Francis  Dafhwood.  ^aul  rif  «x^(the  poet  laurcar)  was  fecretary  and  fteward  to  the 
Order,  &c. 

*'  No  profane  eye  has  dared  to  penetrate  into  the .  pgUih  Eleulinica  xnyfteries  of  the 

chapter  room,  where,  the  monks  aflembled  on  all  folemn  occafionft,  the  more  fcciet 

^         rites  were  performed,  and  lihations  pourtd  forth  in  much  pomp  to  the  Bona  Dea.    I 

fiiall  only  venture  to  relate  what  many  mortal  eyes  have  feen,  and^  mbifcs  am&Uf 

> 

«  Over  the  grand  entrance  was  the  famous  infcription  on  Rabelais'   abbey  of 

TUEL£\'CE« 

••  Fay  cc  ^ue  vouidrasJ* 

'  and  at  the  end  of  chd  piifage  over  the  door, 

**  Aide,  iffpes,  ctntemMtre  opes.'' 

«  At  one  end  of  the  refedory  was  Harpoctatts,  the  Egyptian  god  of  iilence,  at  the 
other,  the  goddefs  Angerona,  which  fecmed  to  imply  that  the  fame  duty  was  enjoined 
both  fe«8.  . 

.  *'  The  garden,  the  grove,  the  orchard,  the  neighbouring  woods,  all  fpoke  the  Iove:s 
and  frailties  of  the  younger  monks,  who  feemed  at  leaft  to  have  finned  naturaU)'*  You 
faw  in  one  place—- X;< /^ma  de  jo'i'e.  da  motttlrs  It  plut  }itureux»  Jn  another,  very  imper' 
fe^ly—- flioyriff  u»  amant  fur  le  feiu  de  fa  damu  In  a  third— ««  cf  dr^U  miUc  h/tifiri  dc 
(hmmefurcntdMrMy  et  miiic  autres  renduu    Again  ft  a  fine  old  oak  was 

**  Hltjatjrum  Na'i'as  vi^trem  viSia  JuBegtu*^ 

('  At  the  entrance  of  a  cave  was  the  Venus,  ftooping  to  poi!  a  tbbm  out  of  her 
foot.  The  ftatue  turned  from  you,  and  juft  over  the  two  nether  hlUa  of  faow  viere 
thefe  lines  of  Virgil, 

<*0a 


fo  very  thi|i»  lihat  h^  appeared  towaid  the  latter  part  ef  his  exift^ 
ence  to  b|e  s0i&ci  with  a  mfirofnus*    His  face  wai  £iUow,  his 
fpine  had  of  late  aiTumed  a  curv^ituite,  and  bb  whole  body  had 
got  a  fW2/?  which  a^de  bis  bend  incline  in  a  coatrary  direction. 
Hi(  ey^  always  paflei&d  an  unfortunate  ^(}^9  wbidb  but  tQ9 
readily  expofed  him  to  the  luatigaity  of  the  attifts  hired  tp  cari- 
cature hull.    He  himfi^lf  was  ienfibleof  this  in^perfeAion,  and 
Wfis  indeed  t;he  ^rft  to  laagh  at  it.    Duriqg  ttic  liey-daj  of  lus 
popuUrity  he  w;|s  accuflomed  to  drefs  with  gseat  elegance,  and 
generally  appeared  in  a  fword  and  laced  clothes ;  but  toward  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  he  wore  the  fame  fait,  coniifting  of  a  fear- 
Ie(  caa(,  and  bttff  w^ftooat  and  breedietfy  for  oxaay  yean,    T* 
the  very  iaft  he  was  food  of  exercifc,  a»d  it  was  ufual  with  him  to 
walk  daily,  in  his  cocked  hat,  rofette,  military  boots,  &c.  aH  the 
way  from  JCpniaiigton  to  the  city,  unmoved  by^the  folicijtations  q^ 
I^afckney  coachm^iif  who  offered  their  icrvi^e?  in  vain. 

It  wasthe  misfortmie  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  onhis  firft  entrance  into 
£fe,  to  become  acquainted  whh  a  nunvber  of  debauched  young 
noblemen,  aU^fwhon^  abandoned  him  in  the  hour  of  bis  ad  verify, 

**  Oa.  theiQ^de,  ov«r  «  nofly  CApcb,  w«8  the  loUowii^  exJiortatl.oA, 

**  Jt(,  aptt  ojuvinet  \  parittr fudnt*  meJu/lh  \ 
^*  Omniimt  intmr  nm  :  nm  mtttmuraf  $ft*'* 

**  The  favouriee  do^rine  of  the  ahbey  it  certainly  not  penitence  \  fox  in  thf  centre 
afths  orchard  wa»  a  very  grotefque  figure,  and  in  hit  bwda  nedft9§djiamuig^  tipt  with 
frtf  to  ufe  Milton' I  woris,  and  you  might  trace  out, 

tCNITSMTiA 
MOM 

**  On  the  pedeftal  was  a  whimfical  le^refentadon  of  Trophonias'i  cave,  from 
whence  all  crcatores  were  faid  to  come  o.«t  melancholy.  Among  that  ftrange,  dlf- 
aal  group,  you  might,  howcTcr,  remark  a  cock  crowing,  and  a  Carmelite  laughing. 
The  words-— (ra//i(»  gallinaceum  etjacerdotem  gr0tU--^tn  only  legible. 

'<  Near  the  abbey  was  a  fmall  neat  temple  etched  to  Ooacine,  with  the  infcrip- 

tion, 

Thu  CaA9ftv  or  Easx  wai  »ovki»k«  w  tmb  Yxai  tjtek 

**  Facial  the  entra^c^,  en  the  infide^  ' 

*^  JBfui  patpenhmt  prcd^i  hcnpi^ihs  eepi^f 
**  JBfvtntgkBvm  futrisfitiibujfitenKeint^ 

N  n  3  wh'lc 


while  fevml  added  greatly  to  fais  diftrefe.  With-tficfe  he  in» 
duiged  in  a  gay  but  deludve  round  of  diffipation,  that  fnioed 
his  fortune  and  added  but  little  to  his  reputation.  A  few  years 
after  his  marriage,  he  feparated  from  a  wife  who  ihared  bis 
efteem  rather  than  his  afieAion ;  but  to  the  laft  hour  of  his  txiA" 
ence  he' was  fondly  attached  to  her  daughter. 

As  a  writer  he  diftinguiflied  hiinfelf  by  a  variety  of  pubKca- 
tionSy  all  of  which  difcover  an  eafy  ftyle»  a  ready  flow  of  wit,  a 
keen  and  piercing  (atire,  and  a  rich  variety  of  daffical  ;ilIu{ions*. 

He 

*  MaojT  t(  the  wrltingfof  Mr.  Wilkes,  being  of  a  temporary  ■•tare*  wetc  foffo^ 
tea  with  the  occtfion  that  gave  them  birth  j  while  in  othen>  and  tfaofe  the  moft  ce- 
]ebratcd>  he  U  well  knowo  to  have  had  feveral  coadjutors.  Here  foUowi  a  lift  of 
them : 

i«  Obfervations  on  the  Papers  rcTattTe  to  the  Rapture  with  Spa!n»  Lul  before  both 
Houfea  in  Parliament,  on  Fri<ity,  January  29, 176X9  by  hit  Majcfty*8  commaad.  la 
a  letter  from  John  WilkeSt.Eft).  late  member  for  Ayleflxiry^  to  a  friend  in  the 
country.  1762. 

«•  The  North  Briton.  The  firft  number  was  pobliflied  June  2,  1762  $  the  pens 
of  Churchill  and  Lloyd  were  called  in  upon  this  occafion  to  his  ailiftancey  and  the 
whole  was  conduced  anonymoufly,  except  a  letter  in  No.  XXI.  of  O^ber  1 3,  ad« 
dreflird  to  Dr.  Burtont  mafter  of  WinchelVer  fchool>  relative  to  one  of  lord  Bute's  fons, 
to  which  Mr.  Wilkes  thoughtptoper  to  affix  his  own  name. 

5.  Letters  addreflfed  by  him  to  the  dufce  of  Grafcoo>  earls  Temple,  Egreroont,  and 
Chatham,  relative  to  the  proftcutioni  againft  him;  as  well  as  his  laaous  controtteriy 
with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Horne>  now  John  Home  Tookct  Efi).  Thefe  have  been  colledcd 
in  2  vols.  Svo.  and  two  editions  were  publiOied^  one  in  1769,  and  another  in  1771. 

4.  His  fpeeches.  Thefe  were  col]e<!ted9  and  printed  under  his  own  immediate  in- 
fpe£llon  in  z  vols.  izmo.  with  copper- plate  title  pages,  but  without  any  printer's 
name.  They  are  entitled  **  The  Speeches  of  Joaif  WrLKBS,  one  ef  the  Knights 
of  the  Shire  for  the  county  of  Middlefex>  in  the  Parlianient  appointed  to  meet  at 
Weftminfter,  the  29th  day  of  November,  z774>  to  th^  Prorogation,  the  6th  day  of 
of  June,  X777;  with  Notes  by  t[ie  Editor.  London,  l777"  fli«  Speeches  were 
afterwards  republiflied  by  bin}felf,  in  1  volf  8yo,  1787  3  to  which,  in  1788,  he  added 
a  lingle  jipeech  in  Defence  of  Haftings. 

5.  The  •*  fifl'ay  on  Woman,"  part  of  which  was  printed  in  Mr.  Wilkes's  houfc. 
It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  this  famous  Parody  has  been  attributed  to  the 
fon  of  a  dignitary  of  the  church  of  fnglaad. 

6.  An  Introduction  to  the  Hiftory  of  England.  This  is  a  quarto  pamphlet,  now 
very  fcarce,  in  which  an  ttnacbt*mijm  nccurs,  that  fobjeded  him  to  critical  animadver- 
lion.  In  the  Hiftory  itfel^  he  had  made  coniiderable  progrefs,  and  aAaaQy  engaged 
for  the  copy  rijiht  with  Mr.  Almon,  for  three  hundred  pounds*  The  IntioduAiofi 
was  fubfcribed  for  at  one  guinea. 

"■   •  7.  Some 
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Mc  Fived  fcr  many  years  in  great  intimacy  Wftli  tte  moft emtnclic 
literary  chara6iers  of  the  day ;  fuch  as  Lloyd,  ChurchiU,  Thorn* 
ton,  Sterne,  theprcfcnt  bidiop  of  SalHbury,  J.  HorneTooke,&c, 
Whenr  his  friends  oppofed  zni  finally  damned  one  of  Murphy'a 
farces^  on  thefcore  6f  his  politics,  he  offered  to  head  a  pzrtj  on 
the  firft  liight  of  hi(  next  performance.  Oii  Smollct,*  who  after- 
wards abufed  him,  he  conferred  feveral  favours ;  and  feiadily  refcned 
Dr.  Johnfon*s  black  fervant  from  a  m^an  of  war,  into  which  bt 
had  been  inipr^edy  although  that  gentlemaii  was^ever  hoftile*t« 
him.  r  :      •     • 

As  an  orator,  he  was  deficient  in  two  of  the  qualifications  cons* 
fidered  eiftinentfy  he'ceffary  by  Cicero,  for  his  pcrfon  and*hi$ 
voice  were  but  ill  qualified  for  public  exhibition  ;  yet  his  fpcechcs 
difplay  much  refearch'  and  information,  and  were  accompanied 
by  a  boldneis  of  aOertion,  and  bittcmefs  of  inveftive,  that  ren* 
dered  them  poignant  and  delegable  to  all  but  the  objefts  of  his 
attack. 

As  a  magiftrate,  he  was  upright,  impartial,  indefatigable;  and 
he  gave  a  new  intereft  to  the  chara£ber  of  chamberlain  by  the 
orations  made  by  him  on  public  .occaCons;  fuch  as  pre*- 
fenting  the  prefent  minifter  with  the  freedom  of  the  city,  and 
when  marquis  Comwallis,  earl  Howe,  lord  (then  Sir  Horatio) 
Nelfon,  and  admiral  Waldegrave,  obtahtedthe  fame  honour: 

But  thefe  are  qualifications  which  merely  refle6t  honour  on 
the  indi^ldud^  ^^ith'out  being- produdlive-  of  any  laftirfgfervice'tD 
ibciety.  His  claims  to  public  efteem  are  founded  on.a  firmer  bafis. 
To  Mr.  Wilkes,  the  whole  nation  is  indebted  for  the  abolition 
of  general  warrants ;  for  the  fecurity  of  papers  in  evcrycafe  fhort 
of  high  treafon  ^  for  the  daily  publication  of  the  debates  in  par* 

7-  Some  Nfotn,  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  opt  few  Paflaget  of  the  late  Mr,  Churchill's 
Works,  1769. 

8.  A  Suppienacnt  to  the  MifeeUaneous  Works  of  Mr.  Gibboi^. 

And  9.  A  Tranfl^cion  of  Anacreon.     This  was  never  finiftied. 

As  an  editor,  at  the  reqoeft  of  Junius,  conveyed  in  a  letter  ta  Mr.  Woodfal),  he 
fo^erintended  an  edition  i>f  btt,fankotis  letters.  Jie  alfo  employed  the  prefs  of  hit 
^puty,  Mr.  Nichda,^j|i  pciatin$'  fp^endidcdUites  of  the  Charadefs-af  Thcflphiaftu^ 
^d  th«  Pofi^s  (^  Qatullus^^         -  -^ 

N  n  4  liament ; 


*  By  the  Hoofe  ctf  commom. 

.*:  \  It'iyas  lie  who  demonftrpileA  tint  all  the  power  yid  inflveacv 

%f-ike  ({writ  of  rti^  tars.    It  w«i  hi»»  vti0  ky  his  fiiflkri^^,  iii$ 

kflhalf ;  pv0!iA^  one  of  t)ie  fiiift  6nn«li  ff  |he  cnswn  fqtr  ill^I 

•rrrtl  and  imprifenment ;  fi&iced  the  duone  itUf  t^  reipefi  the 
rights  of  a  fubjed: ;  and  taught  the  minions  of  power,  that  the 
ancicM  tiw  df  this  country  did  not  |^in|tiQ(f  tyranny. 

It  mutt  ^  allied*  however*  that  he  h^  tht  fy^g^bf  Ah-* 
tune  to  attoQ^  and  effirfi:  ^11  thif  in  gooif  timp^  fi?r  he  |)im&If 
furvived  fome  of  thpe  priyil^egesj^  hait  defended  and  mjontaioedy 
and  tumbling  into  ruins  wil^  A/t  igftfit  be  bad  help^tp  fofP^^ 
^t  length  pn}y  V^held 

Veflipa  moriifttis  RBirtath. 


©BNERAL  «OeH£, 

AND  ILHIKErOF  THB  COAST  fiFCHEEf  OUKCr^F  a&ESTyBiV 
TH£  WEST»  OF  THE  OCSAK»  OF  YHE  EAMBftE  AtND  JKEUfiC, 
AND  Of    THE    THOQFS  pSE^iVED   VOE    AM  l^XFEDiTfOll 

^      AGAINST  IICELAKD, 

•  •     •  ■■ 

<  ^^ 

The  command  of  the  fnnvps  ynd'navlce  of  fV|99MCE  9RiiK  for- 
merly con£ded  exdufively  to  the  noblest.  The  great  fiiodfies 
linder  the  monarchy  might  \ft  ^iri^F  &id  ttt  have  baeoboro 
.admiralf  and  generals  ;  there  were»  indeed^  no  k^44^^  fP^nf 
Afior,  byt  tbere.weri(B.  mmj^r^¥t^  rigjm^Vl^'  ft  ^pot  bedf- 
•jiiad that  thisvfyftem,  faiaUy  as  it  Mfas>.f  reduced  great  oepi,  fiiclies 
the  De  Guefcuiinsy  theCbiignis,  tbeCbnd^sjand^  Turcmes, 

of 


won*.  ^  jg^ 

.  thcr  it  }w  b^en  impsoved  hj  a  CMtfary  pr^Siofu  Qmfm  ibm 
that  a  gi«at  »iul  Tu^ini  c^Qge  ^b^i^.l^Alfa  ffbm  i^  tfi^  niliMy 
afFairs  of  Fnmce^  and  that  the  moft  faecdsfol  generals  «d  die 
l^feot  &f  lutw  hepn  Mefiad  fram  the  fankt. 

£razaras  Hoehe,  a^ovriie  of  fbrtuney  and  a^diild  of  die  at- 
ixoltttion,  was  torn  June  24*  1 7(8,  at  the  little  vil^ge  ef.ll%n- 
Vevil,  in  the  fubuita  of  VerCuUes.  His  hxim,  like  maH  ^tf  Jib 
qon^trvfuen,  hAd  ferved  ^umg  his  youth  iq  die  am; ;  lie  ips 
aftei  ward(  .^v^gag^  in  fevecal  laenial  offices^ being  at.  CMie  time 
entplpyed  af  a  hoQ;ler,  i9ffA  M  another  jentrnfted  to  feed  die 
hpui^  f  f^{  l^ouis  Xy .  t«  liU  ntf>ther  died  ibon  after  iiie  had 
brought  hini  into  the.  world. 

^er&vvf^  ^hu&  early  of  one  parent,  and  the  pthrr  hsicg  nnaUe 

•  ^ther.  tp  ffiaintain  or  educate  him  propeiiy,  the  hoy  ir<i«i)d  haw 
been  entirely  negleiied  tiad  it  not  been  for  the  caie  and  ^M^e9* 
tion  of  his  aunt,  who  kept  a  green-fiall  at  Veriailles.  This 
good  woman,  pitying  his  fituation/and  conceiving  a  great  afii^- 
don  for  hioi,  toojk  him  home  with  her,  and  lent  hiin  to  a  I^t^ 
day  fchool.  There  he  learned  to  read  and  write,  and  is  ^id  ta 
have  diftingnifhed  himrelf,  not  only  as  the  beft  fcholar,  bog  alfi» 
as  the  wildefl  of  all  his  companions. 

The  re£lor  of  St.  Germain-en- Laye,  gerceivir^  hiiB  to  be  a 
£ne  lively  y.outh,  made  him  a  chorrfter. 
,  In  X\\t  mpan  .tin^e,  his  kind  relation  fupplicd  not  only  all  his  little 
wants,  but  even  anticipatedTiis  wiflics  in  every  thing.  He,  on  his 
part^  is  xeprefented  as  giving  early  indications  of  talents  ;  he  was 
extremely  defirous'to  receive  information  on  every  fubjeA;  his 
eoriofity  proimpted  him*  to  interrogate  thofe  older  than  himfelf ; 
he  liftened  to  their  replies  with  avidity;  and  often  embaitafled 

...dieco^  with  the  ippgenu^ty  of  his  inquiries  and  remarks.     As  he 

« ^  qiproacbed^  however,  towards  manhood,  a  fudden  change  is  &id 

•f  ig4irJi4iHMi4(U^:xy*    See  «  Vie  4€  U  Hocl»f  &«/'  par  A.  Rooiciiii, 

.  f  He  II  «Q^  ali^t  Aff iMf -^iw  yctrt  of  ag^,  9ni  krmi  aboot  thne  yetn  agOj'st  a 
Speaadkr  of  one  olthe  fcAiMt  of>Parit.'  He  is  defctibed  bj  the  geAcral's  biognphef » 
a^  a.vtaenftile  old'«i«,  m4  •  fMat  picnot  t  nwcli  fo  the  hmamff  tbc  fcn,  even 
wkaji  afiibdieiay  h^  fl%ac4  fait sf  Us  ps|  towute  bit  maJntcnanfc. 

to 


iH  nociir.; 

to  bav^'Ult^rf  t)lace  irt  his  mannws  and  difpofition.-  Inltead  of 
bcmg  Ioqttaciou«  as  before,  be  became  iilcnt  and  thoughtful,  and' 
evinced  by  his  cenvcrfetidn,  that  be  bad  meditated  to  fonie  pur- 

His  wants  now  -increased  wiA  his  ilrengtii  ond  years^  aod 
perceiving  that  hi&  aunt  coaid  mot  afford  to  keep  him  any 
lender,'  he  determined  to  cam  his  own  livelihood.  -No  iitua^ 
tiofi  Appeared  v3g  tn  his  eyes,  provided  4t  enabled  him  to  relieve 
Ae  wda  thy  woroad  from  Aieh  a  burden  %  bo  acJcordingly  engaged 
Umfelf  ai  akind^bf  helper  in  the  royal  fiables  at  V.erfailles^. 

The  ardent  chara^r  of  Hoche  c6ttld  not  long  accommodate 
it£slf  to  fuch  a  degraduig  dale  of  ^iervitade.  He  had  already  be- 
come indignant  at  his  fituation ;  and  having  accidentally  got^ 
hold  of  fo^ne  of  RoufTtrau's  virorks,  a  paflion  for  independence 
awakened  in  his  mind  H\s  chara£tcr  had  at  the  fame  time  taken 
a  romantic  torn,  in  confequetite  of  two  or  three  novels  whicl^ 
lie  i^w  read,  arid  this  circumftancc  at  l<^ngth  fixed  his  deftiny. 

Having  conceived  a  notion  of  bettering  his  fortune  abroad,  he 
determined  to  embark  ftor  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  fliis  (pirit  of 
adveriture  proving  contagious,  three  other  (lablc-boys  "deter- 
mined to  follow  his  fortune.  One  of  thofe  crimps  who  infeft  all 
the  great  cities  in  Europe,  and  prey  on  ihe  unwary,  in  order  tq 
gsin  a  diflioneft  liveKhood,  depifled  the  pleafures  of  the  voyage^ 
and  the  certainty  of  attaining  wealth,  in  fuch  fafcinating  colours, 
that  they  were  cafily  prevailed  upon  to  enter  into  his  views.  Thi$ 
fellow,  who  aflumed  the  parf  of  a  generous  benefa^or^  not  content 
with  proffering  them  advice,  forced  them  at  the  fame  time  to  ac- 
cept of  money,  and  then  told  them  that  they  were  foldiers  in  the 
JPrench  guards,  and  had  the  honour  to  ferve  the  grand  mcnarque ! 

All  remonftrancc  being  incffcftiul,  Hqchc,  then  only  fixteen 
years  of  age,  was  fent  to  his  regiment,  a\  that  tinFie  «juartercd  i^ 

•    «  lien  tie  palfrenier  furnunseraire   au«  ecttiei  Je  Vei^alllet,  fcc."    Vie  ie 

floche,  p.  i6.  M.  Rouflilin,  txprefles  himfcif  in  the  following  manner  upon  thi» 
ofcafion :  <<  On  f^it  <^t  Shakefpcar  i^ardait-ks  chcv^ux  ct  lervaic  de  Allot  a  ia  poke 
d«  theatre  de  L«jnd<^s.  £h  bcin  !  ce  jcune  hommr  que  vous  voy«z  v^tue  d'an  habit 
gjroflier,  rclcgue'  dMis  ks  ecurics  roytics,  c'clt  cplui^a^Uc  doit  uJi  jour  faxivcr  la  rt- 

6  Paris, 


Paris.  On  arrivii^  there,  he  found  his  whole  Tortune'to  confill 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty- five  Itvres^j  arifing  partly  from  the 
fum  given  him  as  a  premium  on  entering  the  army,  aifd  pii^Iy 
from  his  own  favings.  Being  now  told,  that  he  muft  give  a  treat* 
to  his  felbw^lbldiers,  he  inftantly  complied,  and  a  breakfaft  pro-' 
vided  on  the  occafion,  by  abforbing  the  whole  of  his  money,* 
l-endered  him  to  the  fall  as  poor  as  themfelves. 

This  new  fituation  feems  to  have  been  perfectly  accordant  to 
Hoche's  wi(hes ;  and  we  are  accordingly  told,  that  he  foon  diftin-' 
gui filed  himfelf  above  the  other  necrnits,  by  his  promptitude  in: 
underftanding  and  alacrity  .in  pra£liiing  the  f  arious  military 
movements.  In  a  ficigle  month  the  drill  feijeants  eafily  inftrud* 
ed  him  in  what  others  fpent  a  whole  year  in  acquiring ;  in  (hort» 
inilead  of  remaining  in  the  awkward  fquad^  he  was  placed  amonj^ 
the  veterans,  being  attached  to  the  colonel's  company,  called  tlw 
^Ibernesblancbesy  from  the  colour  of  their  knap(acks. 

The  fine  proportion  of  his  limbs,  the  neatnels  of  his  drefs,  and* 
the  regularity  of  his  condufk,  foon  diftinguifhed  himamidftthe 
crowd  ;  and  the  gi^pdiers  having  requefted  that  he  might  be  ad- 
mitted into  their  corps^  Hoche  alfo  became  a  grenadier.  At  this 
period  he  began,  for  the  firft  time,  to  perceive  that  -iiis  education 
had  been  negle£led,  and  |)eing  afbamed  of  his  ignorance,  he  brm- 
felf  determined  to  accoroplifh  what  the  mifery  of  his,  relations- 
had  prevented  them  from  achieving  for  him.  It  was,  however, 
indifpenfibly  necefiary  for  hiin  to  obtain  books,  in  order  to  ira« 
prove  his  mind,  and  to  procure  thefe,  money  wasof  courfe  want- 
ing. Neither  his  pay  nor  his  family  being  adequate  to  funaifh 
the  means,  he  determined  to  have  recourfe  to  the  vigour  of  his 
arms ;  in  (hort,  ftrcngth  and  induftry  were  his  folc  refources. 

No  kind  of  labour  difguftcd  him.     He  rofe  by  bredk  of 

dav,  and  drew  water,  or  trenched  the  ground  for  the  gardeners 

•  •  •  •     . 

in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris ;  and,  what  will  appear  infinite- 
ly more  ftrangc  to  an  Englifliman,  the  fame  hands  that  bran- 
^i(bc(i  the  fpade  in  the  morning,  managed  the  needle  at  night ; 

^  About  five  pounds  fterling. 


ia  ^ne,  he  j^mbroidered  ^  vefts  and  eips,  which  he  afterwards 

Jf^t  ^  «n4  of  every  wec^  be  divided  his  earnings  inta  three 
IN|rt)s,  whifih  weie  oonlecnited  to  three  different  purpofes :  the 
fij^beiec  afi^s  lo  ^j  the  fuhftitvite  ths^t  mqunted  gpard.fer  him  ; 
the  (eo^nd  be  expended  in  oooipany  with  his  CQO^ai^ns ;  and 
^  third  was  advanced  bf  the  books  borrowed  by  bun,.  Thefi;, 
indeod^  he  S^awl  to  ^rom  KKher  ihm  ]re9d>  4#  d^er  was  be  to 
ie«ehi»  iaferoKftjOii* 

This  beagdkfe  gienadvsr  begK)  already  to  dired  his  ftudi^s  fo 
as  lo  attain  a  better  kipwledge  of  his  owa  piofeifioQ  ;  he  at- 
tempted to  difeuls  military  fEbje£ls ;  pointed  out  the  jooonvcnL* 
ence  of  the  ^tn  axifting  fyftem  of  tallies,  and  alicady  argued  on 
the  iinpropriety  of  many  <|f  the  regolations  that  prevailed  in  the 
army. 

Nothwitbfiandu^  this  fertous  turn,  he  did  ngt  debar  himfelf 
hem  any  of  the  pleafures  incident  to  hi$  line  of  life.  Ko  one 
enjoyed  the  com^ny  of  his  fricpds  with  gipeater  gl^oei  no  one 
was  more  attached  to  them.  LeaniiAg,  IJMppne  of  his  oom* 
pantons  had  hqen  affaffiaated  diuio^a  i)iaiiwrin.the  wighboor* 
hood  of  the  capital,  he  determined  not  to  fioep  befxe  be  had 
.  aafeoged  hi$  fiiie.  He  aeoordiv^ly  failie^  forth  at  die  hffA  of  a 
body  of  foldiers,  and  repairiag  to  the  hoi^  where  the  n^rdorwas 
committed,  they  brohe  all  the  windowSft  aa^dfiftroyed  the  fiirai- 
ture.  This  violence  was  ptti^ilb<^  with  thr^e  oiontb&condncmepit 
10  the.  bhck'kol^.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  prefeated  a  fpec- 
taclf  deferving  of  pity  i  deftitu^  ot  linen,  clothes,  aqd  ihoe$» 
with  a  £ace  ps^e  and,  4is6g<u:ed,  l^e  alt  length  arrived  at  the  bar* 
racks*  His  feUow-foldiers  leoeived  him  with  tranipivts  of  joy, 
ai^  being  enraged  at  the  feverity  of  his  treatment,  d^^mined  to 
avenge  his  wrongs,  hy  infllfiing  yeogciance  on  th^  irvformer; 
but  he  entreated,  and  at  length  prevailed  upon  them  to  deiill. 
Soon  after  this  he  h^d  an  i\ffQ,ir  ^  k^oyr  with  onp  of  the 

*  <f  II  employalt  use  p.aitae  de  It  nuit «  brodcr  des  rt£tt$  ct  it%  bonnett  dc  p^ee ; 
CCS  f9AX»  font  cMuiiM  de  (u  cMurades^ux  gifdci— Fr^a^fes/' 

yie  Je  ffcehtf  f*  20 
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non-cotnmiffioned  officers  of  his  battalion..  A  corpdml  of  tKe 
MJime  of  Serre  oppreflM  the  whole  regiment »  ami  aAed  on  aU 
occaffioti^  in  fttch  a  manner  as  rendered  him  extremely liated ;  but 
lib  one  dared  to  oppofe  him.  Hoche  st  length  determined  t4 
revenge  the  common  caufe,  and  fent  him  a  challenge.  They 
adcbrtltnglir  irief ,  and  fought  near  the  tMh'  at  Montuiarttef  oil 
the  28th  of  Discembbr,  1788.  The  corporal,  on  this  occafiM; 
received  a  defperate  wound*  his  opponent*^  f#ord  being  {dunged 
intb  his  belly,  up  to  the  very  hilt ;  he,  howeveri  recovered,  and 
being  dHven  fstHti  thte^ifs^  emigrated  with  the  nobility  in  17  90; 
aft  for  Hoche,  he  received  a  deep  cut  on  hi^  forehead,  which  gave 
a  rAore  imrtiai  afr  to  his  countenance,  and  detained  him  during  a 
fortnight  in  the  hofjpital. 

The  defpottfm  employed  by  the  officen  about  thit  period  to- 
wards the  guards  proved  unfriendly  to  the  monarchy.  On  the 
deitoife  of  marfhal  fiiron,  the  duke  de  Chatelet  was  appointed  his 
fucceflbr,  and  is  faid  to  have  increafed  the  difconteut  by  avari- 
cious fpeculations  on  the  fubfiftence  of  the  feldiery  :  if  this  was 
adually  the  pafe,  it  conftituted  one  of  the  moA  cruel  refinements 
in  tyranny.  The  difcorttents  of  the  capital,  the  diferder  of  the 
finaftces,  and  the  roiferies  of  the  people,  inftead  of  procuring  any 
increafe  of  the  comforts  of  the  troops,  formed  fo  many  (})ecious 
pretexts  for  the  exercife  erf  new  rigours.  The  French  guards 
^ete  confined  to  their  barracks,  and  all  communication  between 
them  and  the  citi^iens  was  interdi<5ted.  Punishments,  fome  of 
them  deemed  cruel,  all  of  them  ignominious,  are  faid  to  have 
been  pra£kifed ;  fuch  ab  the  application  of  the  Hat  part  of  the 
fabre,  and  the  piquet^.  In  order  to  occupy  their  minds,  and 
prevent  thfciti  fn»m  hdtching  tnaforty  a  novel  fyftem  of  difctpline 
was  invented)  or  at  leaft  praAifed,  that  thus»  according  to  a 
Frenchman  of  (bme  celebrity,  **  they  might  not  have  leifure 
tereafon.'* 
HoQhe»  being  now  wett^  known  as  a  good  feldier,  was  feleded 

^  Qt  tHW,  H  OB  sit  fifn{ltt>  occtfionty  ccttadft  iniuHii^  ^sprtffiont,  produ^tfe  of 
Safiiiite  ttSfchief,  wetc  ehhet  nibd"  iy,  or  amAVttedto,  fttf^at  in  aQthorlty :  **  R 
faot  configner  le  Mfimeat,  (tvuc  die  !>«  Chatifirt  t  U  four)  %Aa  d*avgir  a  oppofe^ 
iw  lei  cai  prciEuii,  Wt  cofiuit  de  It  caaaiUe  a  b  canaille  m^me.*' 

to 
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to  tdMrli  the  new  manoeuvres,  and  after  dedicatiiig  a  month  to  ^ 
^attaiiunent  of  a  theory,  replete  with  minudae,  he  triuoifJied 
over  every  obAacle,  and  began  to  put  it  in  pradice.  Hi$  con* 
da&  was  (b  much  ap)>roved  of  on  this  occa&on,  that  be  was  ho- 
noured with  zjhoulder^knot :  thus  he  was  deftined  to  paTs  tbrou^ 
all  the  immediate  ranks,  and  be  a  corporal  before  he  became  a 
general*  But  he  had  not  as  yet  attained  the  honour  of  2 
balbert*  Indeed  he  was  on  the  point  of  loiing  his  late  prefer- 
ment, almoft  as  fbon  as  he  had  obtained  it,  for  the  grenadiers, 
while  locked  up  in  iheir  barracks,  having  thought  fit  to  fall  a 
dancing,  this  was  confidered  as  turning  their  captivity  into  de- 
lition,  and  Hoche  was  called  upon  to  name  the  authors  of  this 
new  crime,  under  pain  of  being  degraded  and  fent  to  the  Abba^. 
On  this  occaiion  he  obferved,  **  that  if  all  the  culprits  were  to 
be  ordered  thither,  the  dungeons  muft  be  enlarged.'* 

It  was  about  this  period  that  Sieyes  pubiifhed  his  celebrated 
pamphlet  refpefling  the  Third EJiate*^  and  all  Frenchmen,  as  if 
ele£lriiied  by  the  found,  were  ready  to  prove  that  they  appertained 
to  it.  Even  the  French  guards  f,  hitherto  confidered  as  the  fatel- 
lites  of  arbitrary  power,  began  at  this  period  to  fide  with  the 
people,  and  on  the  X4th  of  July,  1789,  Hoche  and  his  com- 
panions were  the  firft  to  afiail  and  take  poffeffion  of  the  BaftiUe. 

Soon  after  this,  thefe  troops,  hitherto  fo  firmly  attached  to  the 
monarchy,  were  organized  by  La  Fayette,  as  the  Garde  SMie 
Parifienne.  In  a  fhort  time  they  were  once  more  formed  anew, 
.under another  name,  being  numbered  the  icad,  103d,  and  I04tk 
regiments;  and  it  was  into  the  lad  of  thefe  thaX  Hoche  was 
admitted  with  the  rank  of  fecond  adjutant  %, 

An  occafion  now  prefented  itfelf  of  difplaying  his  talents  io  a 
new  point  of  view.     The  adminiftration  of  the^  military  hpfpital 


j^» 


•  "  (^*eft.ce  que  Ic  tiers-^Uti  V 
\  Thefe  were  alwayt  confidered  as  the  bed  informed  troopt  In  the  ferViccT.  Ejf 
siounting  guard  evei^r  week  at  Verfaillef ,  they  had  bceoae  acquainted  witK  thexer^ 
ruptton  of  mannert  that  prevailed  in  the  court ;  and,  in  confequeoce  of  prefcrvNif 
order  in  the  theatres,  they  were  prefent  during  the  performance  of  many  plays  j  fach 
as  Brutus,  Charles  IX.  and  Le  Roi  de  Cocagne^  calculated  to  infpire  them  inth 
tentiments  unfavturable  to  dcfpotiliiu 

of 


Wthe  Freindh  g««fd>iiaving.fallon  into*  improper  hantk,  hc>n- 
.td:ed'into  a  regular  inveftigation  of  the  accounts,  which  had  been 
xendered  obfcure  for  the  purpofes  of  deception^  At  the  fame 
time  he  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  increafe  the  difcipiifie  df 
the  rfegiment  tq  which  he  now  belonged,  and  his  talents  at 
length  met  with  their  reward:  During  a  fevlew  in  the  Eiyjian. 
Fields^  in  the  vicinity  of  Paris,  SerVan,  tlien  mirrifter  at  war,  ob- 
ferved  a  platoon  that  diftinguiihed  itfelf  above  ail  the  reft  by  die 
neatnefs  of  its  evolutiolis,  and  the  precifion  of  aJi  its  movements. 
■Inquiring  who  the  young  man  was  that  conducted  it^  he  be* 
.(lowed  fome  flattering  expreflions^  and  four  dap  afterwaixk 
jtranfmittcd  him  the  brevet  of  lieutenant  in  the  regiment  of 
RoTsergue. 

FVom  this  moment  the  paSion  of  ambition  feems  to  liave. 
t)een  awakened  in  his  mind,  and  he  appears  to  have  exhibited 
frequent  prefages,  amounting  to  fomething  like  a  confcioufiie& 
of  his  fucuns  deiliny. 

On  the  a4th  of  June,  1792,  he  fet  out  from  Paris  to  join  bis 
regiment,  then  in  garrifon  at  Thionvillc.  The  fiege  of  that  town 
forms  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  prefent  war,  and  he  performeil 
prodigies  of  valour  during  its  continuance.  Having  at  its  con- 
cluiioh  marched  with  his  battalion  to  the  head  quarters  of  the 
army  of  tlie  Ardennes,  he  fignalized  himfelf  in  feveral  actions, 
and  led  his  own  company  into  the  very  hotteft  of  the  enemy*s 
iire.  General  Levencur,  who  commanded  in  the  abfence  of 
Valence,  remarking  his  energy,  took  great  notice  of  the  young 
■  lieutenant,  and  fent  him,  at  the  head  of  a  regiment  of  huffars,  to 
procure  provifxons  for  the  troops,  who  had  received  fuddea  or- 
^ler&froin  Miranda  to  undertake  the  fiegc  of  Maeftricht.  This 
miffion  was  fulfilled  to  the  entire  fatisfa<ftion  of  every  body,  un« 
til  the  defeat  at  Altenhowfen,  when  the  army  of  the  Ardennes 
infirmly  received  orders  to  repafs  the  Meufe.  On  that  occa« 
£oQ  Hoche  performed  the  moft  eminent  fervice,  by  removing; 
the  powder  from  the  Abbey  of  Merchen,  bringing  off  the  mili- 
tary chcft  of  the  divifion,  condufting  the  fick  in  the  hofpital, 
&c.  &c.  at  the  very  moment  th^  whole  appeared  to  be  in  the 
<  power  of  the  enemy's  huflars. 

From 


From  this  period  he  btoime  attaelM  io  gmeitf  Ltntftii'mS 


Ibffy  m  the  capacity  of  mdi^di^ampy  and  participated  with  Imil 
ill  the  dangers  and  fatigues  of  a  difaftroos  retreat ;  h^  nvaa  al  hii 
fidr  during  th^  adion  of  Gotenhowen  on  the  ]6th  of  Marcli^ 
at  the  hattk'  of  Nerwinden  on  the  iSth ;  at  the  affair  which  tordr 
place  on  the  20th  on  the  heights  of  Vertrich ;  and  at  Aat  <lf 
BIangeo»  on  the  2ad.  After  fighting  from  fecr  o'dbck  ift  the 
morning  to  feven  at  night,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Loovain, 
the  French  army  repefled  the  Dyle  towards  the  evening  and 
l^fiokedowR  a]l  the  bridges;  on  which  occafion  Hoehe  dlA 
poted  the  ground  inch  by  inch  along  with  the  rear-guavd,  aad 
thus  afibrdcd  the  army  of  the  North  an  opportunity  tm  e^^  9 
retreat. 

When  Dumouries,  at  the  camp  of  Mauldb,  at  length  threw 
off  the  maik,  and  arrefted  the  deputies  of  the  conventiony  general 
Leveoeur  determined  X6  fend  a  confidential  perion  to  Paris,  to 
communicate  the  critical  fituation  of  the  army  to  the  eiecutive 
council,. and  Hoche  was  entntfled  with  fo  delicate  a  cosimiiffion. 
On  this  occafion  he  gave  fuch  entire  iatisfa^on  to  the  cheii  ad- 
*minftration,  that  he  was.  appointed  ac^utam-general,  and  diief 
of  battalion,  as  a  reward  for  his  fervices ;  but  with  a  fingufar 
iDodefly,  he  contented  himfelf  with  the  rank  of  captain  and  ^Mdb* 

de-^amp  to  his  patron,  who  was  very  fond  of  him^  wilib  lle»  ill 
return,  was  accuftomed  to  term  him  **  his  fiither*** 

General  Leveneur  being  now  appointed  to  tbb  ^omiUMid  of  dir 
army  of  the  north  during  the  abfence  of  Cuftine»  ws  feoa  after 
arrefted  at  his  head  quarters  at  Abancourt,  in  conAfoence  of 
orden  from  the  deputy  Levafieur  de  Sartb,  Hocht  €WfieB6i 
bimiclf  on  that  occafion  with  a  hoidnefc'and  energy  which  Ad 
honour  to  his  heart ;  in  confequence  of  this  he  was  cufifed  kt- 
fore  the  revolutionary  tribunal  of  £k}uay,  but  his  ianoceftoe 
being  manifeft,  he  was  liberated,  and  inftead  of  fpeodtiig  his 
time  and  venting  his  enmity,  in  empty  complaimsy  W  flew  to 
encounter  the  enemy. 

It  was  but  a  little  before  this  period  that  the  unfettunatt  ex«* , 
pedition  againft  Dunkirk  had  been  conceived  by  the  Eng&fli 
cabinet,  and  a  flotilla  was  at  that  very  moment  anchoMd  bdbie 
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the  fbaeu^ .  A  hod]^^  BiitMi  troops*  united  to  twenty-two  thotf^ 
fand  Atlftrians,  were  alfo  encamped  at  Hoondfcoote,  and  kept  up- 
a  iearet  communication  with  the  town.  Houchard  havings  re* 
ceived  orders  to  cover  To  important  a  place^  immediately  thtew.in 
fugplies^  under  the.  command  of  general  Souhamy  along  with 
whom  Hoche  now  ferved,as  adjutant-general.. 

After  organizing  the  garcifon,  the. latter  foon  infufed  a  portion 
of  bis  own  enthufiafm  into  all  around  him.  By  repeated  fallies 
he^kcpt  up  the  fpirfts  of  the  troops,  and  harafled  the  enemy, 
while  Jourdan,  who  afterwards  diflinguifhed  himfelf  at  the  battk 
of  Fieurus,  apd  has  fince  blighted  all  his  former  laurejs  on  the 
banks  of  the  Rhine,  attacked  the  fight  wing  and  centre  6f  the 
berieging  army. 

After  this,  he  undertook  the  confl:ru£tion  of  feveral  advanped 
worte  before  the  place*  formed  2[fioccaclo  by  torch-light,  and  dur- 
ingthe  courfeoffix  weeks  never  once  undrefled  himfelf  at  nighCt 
orflcpt  in  abed.  • 

Trulard  and  Berlicr,  the  reprefentatives  On  mil&on,  with  a 
view  to  cherifh  and  reward  his  adlivity,  nominated  him  cbef  de 
brigade.  He  now  formed  an  entrenched  camp  at  Rofendall, 
and  prolonging  the  old  lines  from  Furnes  to  the  fea,  fheltered  the 
town  of  {>tin1cirk  from  the  danger  of  a  frefli  blockade.  It  was 
alfo  at  this  t)er}6d  that  he  firft  conceived  the  idea  of  an  invafion  of 
this  cotfntr^^iM  it  ever  after  wds  a  favourite  maxim  with  him, 
•*  that  England  was  only  to  be  conquered  in  England.** 

The  rcputaVi&n  of  Hoche  having  once  more  attrafied  the  no- 
ticed bt  the  cdiflmittrfe  of  public  fafety,  he  was  nominated  a 
general  oJT  Brigade ;  and  on  this  occafion,  Souham,  although  he 
rcjcJiced  aVhii  *^rbmotion,  acknowledged  that  he  was  deprived  of 
his  Yighl 'hand. 

He  was  now  ofSered  Into  Auftrian  Flanders,  and  proved  fucccIT- 
ful  in  all  his  ehtcrprifes  there.  The  following  note,  addrefled  to  a 
friend,  evinces  the  ardour  of  his  mind  better  than  a  thoufand  ob- 
fervatidns!  '^'-  ' 

*•  I  have  made  the  neceflary  drfpofitions  to  attack  Fumes,  and 
I. hope  to  dme  there  to-morrow,  the  day  after  at  Nieuport,  and  in 
foUl*  days  more  at  Oftend.  May  I  prove  as  fortundre  as  Jourdan  ! 

*.-:..-  Oo  '  '      «*But 
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"  But  why  not  ?  I  alfo  fcrve  my  countrj." 

The  fuccefs  that  accompanied  thefe  operations  induced  the 
govemment^to  overlook  the  youth  of  the  geners^l  of  divifioiiy  and 
;ippoint  him  commaOder  in  chief  of  thp  ?rpay  of  t{ie  Mozelle, 
•  which  had  remained  for  a  confiderable  time  ih  a  fh.^  df  iaaSivity, 
and  even  fuffered  fpme  difgracp  under  the  ?ufpiop?  of  Houcbard. 
Indeed,  at  this  period  the  a6rairs  of  France  were  in  a  very  nnpro- 
/perous  (late,  and  both  the  pbyjical' and  nwral  force  of  the  enemy 
was  nearly  irrefiftible:  Haw  levies,  niuftered  in  ha(^  and  but 
poorly  provided  eidier  with  clptb^,  accoutrements^  qr  simcnuni- 
lion,  were  oppofed  to  the  veteran  l^ipns  of  Germany ;  ^ni  men 
^yithout  a  name,  and  oftenticn^  without  a  ^rd,  headed  thefe 
againft  th6  hoary  difciples  of  Daun,  of  Browne,  gf  l^audqo,  ^ 
of  Frederick  the  Great. 

The  fcene  of  adion  on  which  Hoche  now.entered  was  peca- 
iiarly  inaufpieious.  One  hundred  thouGuid  Aufirian  and  Pmf- 
Can  foldiers,  commanded  by  the  ableft  generals  of  Europe,  pre- 
fented  a  redoubtable  front,  from  the  Upper  Palatinate  to  the 
Hnnid-ruck.  Fort  Vauban  was  already  in  their  pofleffion  ;  the 
ibrmidable  and  famous  lines  of  Lauter  and  WeilIembour|;  weje 
oocnpied  by  their  legions ;  Landau  was  bkxJcaded  by  them  ;  the 
, department  of  the  Lower  Rhine  was  nearly  in  a  fiate  of  disCbla- 
tion ;  while  one  of  their  columns  lined  the  banks  pf  the  Sarie^ 
another  had  crofled  the  BUfe ;  their  left  wing  W29  entrenched  in 
the  nearly  impregtiable  pod  of  Kayferflautern ;  and  all  the  coun- 
try between  the  Sarre  and  M ozelle  was  expofoi  to  their  raTages. 

To  armies  fo  formed,  and  (b  ftationed,  Hoche  bad  only  to  op- 
pofe  undifciplined  legions,  difpirited  in  confequence  of  their  fitua« 
tioo.  The  firft  thing  he  attempted  vva$  to  ojHain  the  confidence 
of  hTs  troops ;  a  general  appeared  to  him  to  be  invincible,  as  foon 
as  this  point  >^as  gained;  and  the  obe^dience  that  naturally  fol- 
lowed, was  far  preferable  to  that  whiph  fprung  froi;n  forcf »  He  re- 
ftored  difciple  among  the  foldiery ;  he  examined  the  chara^er^ 
difpofitiotis,  and  talents,  of  his  officers ;  he  puniihed  and  r^ard* 
e4.accQx;<^ng  to  the  cqnies  and  merits  of  tlipif  ^oji^  him  ;.  and 
^tendered  himfelf  refpeAable  to  all  by  the  dUpbypf  ^xtxao^^ry 
abilities. 
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After  tbis  he  en4^voured  to  reanimate  tho  QQ^r^e  of  We 
inhabitatys  pn  tbe  frontier? ;  he  vifitcd  the  yarioii?  t;p\vns  in  hjs 
HeightKkurhood ;  he  frequented  the  popul^ir  focietips ;  he  even 
afcen(]e4  the  tribune^  and  aI\Y^ys  copclude^  with  the  fif cUt^^tio|i 
of  *•  CitizeHS,  to  arms  !'*  Xhi$  conduft  not  only  obtained  fi)f 
hioi  a  numl)er'of  PfirtKanSy  and  rendered  him  extreqaely  popular  ^ 
within  the  whole  extent  of  his  command,  but  aftually  prpcur^ 
yqlnnte^^fs,  olpthe^,  apd  pjovifipiis:  in  fljort,  h^  arouffid  the. 

{)eopIe,  and  generated  a  fpirit  of  .^ntbviidrm  ia  th^  depgrtinent 

that  produced  wonders*. 

The  coran?ittcc  of  public  fafety,  gyy4i'd  pf  the  impprt^cp  of 
raiiing  the  blockade  of  Bitchp  f^nd  L^^^v/fent  >inilruAioD9  X9 
Hpche  fpr  this  purppfe;  on  receiving  thefe  ord^f^  be  mad^ 
large  drafts  frojn  the  garrifons,  and  in  cafi  of  an  attempit  on^  th^ 
quarter  which  he  had  thus  Y^eakenqd,  he  cQmmande4  Moreai^ 
to  fhut  himfcif  up  in  Thionville,  which  plsfce  he  was  ^p  defend 
•*  until  de;ith.*'  He  thep' affemWcd  his /arm,y,  and.a^dreOe^ 
them  in  a  fpecch  admirably  calculated  tp  roufe  J^hejr  ^^i&ans^ 
and  inflame  their  ref<yUments. 

The  plan  qf  operations  now  formed  by  him  dp^s^giOCat  credit 
to  his  talents ;  for  it  was  fo  calculated^  ths^t  ip  c^f^  pf  failure  ifi 
any  of  the  fubordinate  parts  (4  circumftance.  th^t  actually  occur- 
red), he  would  he  ft'dl  able  to  attain  the  main  defigfi,  \v:b.ich 
confided  in  relieving  Landau  and  Bitclie,  and  olfp^ii^g  a  ji(n^io^ 
with  Piehegru,  wbo  then  commqpded  the  army  of  th«  Rhine. 

On  the  2d  Prumairgy  ijscond  year,  Uocbe  ^cicordingly  began 
his  march,  his  rjght  wing  filifig  pfF  hy  Saralbc,'his  left  by  ^rre- 
Libre,  and  the- centre  by  Fr^ndenbourgy  taking  Care  that  ^e  t^it 
did  not  make  any  mpveippQt.  until  the  two  former  weve  fu$:* 

■  *  Ktc^e  was  at  tl^s  p^iod  the  ^oijttmaitiit^  joniicatioa,  00  the  jircfervatkin  of 
i»hlch  depended  the  fafety  ofhonsda^  aad  Alfacf.  ^^  tpi^gnnt  cngiheer  had  cop- 
duded  the  Pniiljans  thjcher ;  theif  advanced  gu^rd  feiced  on  the  ogt^orks,  ^nd  had 
a^lQaHy  begun  to  cut  theiir  way  through  the  ifiner  gate  with  the  hatchet,  when  the  pro- 
$0tXC9  of  9  fVoo^ea  houfe  b  that  quarter*  percmving  thaiTtbe  ganifoo  cottJd  not  aft 
ft\tl\  tfftGit  la  confequ^nc^  of  the  darkn^fs,  p^pofed  tQ  (et  his  oji^n  h^jc^V^a  pn  ^re^ 
that  it  might  ferrc  z\zjlambeau.  The  prrpofipon  waa  accented  j  ajyl  j>art  of  thcene- 
Iny't  army,  while  defcending'from  the  mountains,  and  the  whole  of  the  detachment 
>efore  the  fati*  weie  cot  off;  -       iiSKitdt  H^cke, 
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cientljr  advanced  to  fecond  it.  The  enemy,  stftonimed  at  thk 
fudden  and  formidable  'raandeuvre,  indantly  quitted  the  Sanz^ 
and  after  being  defeated*  retired  towards  the  heights  of'  filiie- 
caftel ;  but  the  other  column  of  French  had  already  palled  the 
river  Blife,  and  poflefled  themfelves  of  Bifmg  and  BUfecafteI» 
after  an  engagement  in  which  feven  hundred  of  the  enemy  were 
killed.  *        ^ 

On  this  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  fell  back  on  Deux  Fonts, 
and  then  retreated  towards  Kayferflautem,  where  all  the  Pnif- 
fian  columns  reunited. 

Hoche,  knowing  that  his  aim  would  be  inflantly  attained  if 
they  were  beaten  here,  begap  to  fcale  the  mountains  with  bis 
troops,  and  on  his  advancing  to  the  plain  on  the  top  found  the 
enemy  entrenched  up  to  their  thins.  Notwithftanding  this,  be 
determined  togive  battle,  and  on  the  (ignal  gun  being  fired,  he 
advanced  from  the  ranks,  and  throwing  his  hat  in  the  air,  exclaim- 
ed, "  Long  live  the  republic  !*'  The  attack  was  bold,  the 
defence  obftinate;  the  numbers  were  nearly  equal,  about  forty 
tboufand  being  engaged  on  each  fide ;  but  the  advantage  enjoyed 
by  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  in  coiifequence  of  the  able  manner  is 
which  he  had  fortified  his  pofition,  was  foon  manifeft.  One  of 
the  French  divifions  had  alfo  mifled  its  way,  whidi  obliged  the 
general  to  change  his  plan  of  operations ;  but  after  two  days 
fighting,  he  could  not  make  any  confiderable  impreffion.  At 
length  the  ammunition  of  the  Pruifians  was  exhaufted,  and 
Hoche  determined  next  morning  to  carry  their  entrenchment 
with  the  bayonet;  but  during  the  night  he  received  intelligence, 
tl>at  a  fupply  had  arrived,  on  which  he  ordered  the  drums  to 
beat  "  a  retrogade  motion,**  for  even  then  he  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  call  it  by  the  name  ofzretnat ! 

He,  however,  was  forced  to  fall  backward  on  BliefirafteL  and 
fearing  left  the  pe6ple  of  Landau  /hould  be  reduced  to  defpa'u, 
he  planted  fevcral  pieces  of  heavy  artillery  on  the  eminences,  aoi 
gave  notice^  by  frequent  difcharges  during  the  night,  that  he  was 
about  to  march  to  their  relief.  He  aca^dingly  let  forward,  me: 
and  engaged  the  enemy,  whom  he  drove  acrofs  the  Wert,  and 
exclaioied  on  the  field  of  battle,  ''  Landau  is  deliveaid  T'  Ttus 


as  Well  as  a  jun£):ion  with  the  army  of  the  Rhinei  was  according^ 
\y  efE:ded,  after  a  long  march  through  froft  and  fn6>Y»  and  four* 
jCeeis  days  incefiant combat*. 

Some  difpute  oow  took  place  about  the  fupreme  command, 
ivhtch  was  at  length  fettled  by  the  appointment  of  Hoche,  to  be 
general  in  c;hief  of  both  armies.  ' 

Thefe  operations  occaiioned  great  joy  at  Parisy  and  Barrere 
afieited  in  the  tribune,  *^  that  the  French  troops  had  rendered 

vi£kory  permanent  in  their  camp.''  This  expreifion,  however 
bombaftic  it  might  appear,  was  in  (bme  meafure  realited  by  the^ 
events  that  followed,  for  the  young  and .  vidorious  general  tiow 
advancfed  and  feized  on  Germcrflieim ;  Worms  and  Spire 
opened  their  gate&  to  him,  and  Fort*  Vauban  was  retaken.  Ja 
ihort^  he  had  determined  to  crofs  the  Rhine  at  Strafburgh,  Of- 
felidorfy  or  Seltz,  and  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  t3ermany  with 
twenty-live  thoufand  men ;  but  Pichegru  oppofed  this  fcheme, 
and  prevailed  on  the  representatives  then  on  mii&on  to  refulc 
their  fandlion  to  it. 

SooA  after  this  Hoche,  having  incurred  the  hatred  of  St.  Jufl:, 
whofe  crimes  brought  him  at  length  to  the  fcaSbld,  began  to  be 
eyed  by  Robefpiprrc  with  fufpicion  ;  all  his  plans  were  treated 
with  contempt ;  he  wa$  clofely  watched,  and  it  was  at  length 
determined  to  arreft  him.  But  as  this  could  not  be  effedled  with 
fafety  vi^hile  at  the  head  of  his  vifiorious  army,  a  (Iratagem  was 
recurred  to  ;  the  command  of  the  army  of  Italy  was  held  out  to 
him,  and  he  had  fcarcely  ariiyed  at  Nice,  whither. he  had  pofled  on 
the  wings  of  expe<^tion,  when  he  was  fei^^d  and  fent  a  pri(bne# 
to  Paris.  There  he  was  confined  during  feveral  months  in 
the  Conclergerlcy  and  feems  to  have  been>  entirely  forgotten. 
At  length  the  T^brrmiWor/W  revolution  procured  his  liberation, 
and  Carnot,  who  appears  to  have  been  unfriendly  to  him,  con- 
fented  to  his  being  again  employed^    He  was  accordingly  en* 

*  ^t  Frtifcheweiller,  he  ii  faid  to  have  p«t  up  the  cnemy^s  cannon  to  ao^oa,  \j 
mfliing  before  hit  ▼i^koriooi  battaCons,  and  exciairtiia;,   *'  StJi  hondrtd  livres  a 
fiece  for  thefo  fie  poundent"    The  troopt,  on  this,  increafing  their  pKO,  lapUed^ 
"  Knock  them  down  to  ui  1"    They  wtte  accoidingly  paid  the  fomt  proon  led. 
^  .  Sh  riiduBHkij  vol.  i.  p.  t^f^fif. 
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trailed  with  the  coititfaand  of  the  army  of  the  eoafls  of  Cher* 
boui^ '  this  fitu^tion,  however,  was  not  at  all  confermiable  to  bis 

fehtiments,  for  he  was  accudomed  to  exclaim,  **  How  much 
ihore  happy  are  they  Who  fight  daily  with  the  PruflBans  !" 

Indeed  it  mtift  be  owned  that  his  prefent  miffion*  was  attended 
with  many  difagrecable  circomflances.   He  had  flow  to^carry  on 

•  civil  war  with  Frenchmen  agaiiUb  Fftnchmen  iti  an  exh^afied 
toufttry,  iufid  he  was  the  fucceffor  of  a  maltitude  of  generals, 
«]1  of  whom  had  been  difplaced,  and  mofl  of  them  degraded.  He, 
h6we^er,^  examined  theihite  of  the  infnrgent  departments  with 
great  care,  and  perceiving  that  fuperftition  and  ignorance  formed 
the  baCs  of  the  contcft,  ht  determined  to'adopt  a  new  method. 
He  accordingly  had  recourfe  to  far  difierent  mcani  from  thofe 
hitherto  employed,  and  infohned  the  committee  of  pa'blic  fafety, 
that  a  ''  few  proclamations  would  be  proc|u£live  of  in6nttely  moie 
effe£^  than  fi xieen  pounders. "  He  next  endeavoured  to  refiore  the 
confidence  of  the  peafantly ,  by  repreiSng  the  liceilce  of  his  own 
foldiers,  and  gave  fuch  fatisfaflion  to  the  government;  that  he 
Was  foon  inVefted  with  the  command  of  the  diftridl  of  fireft. 

.  So  atrocious,  hov^ever,  had  bce*i  tlie  coifrdu&  of  the  repuWican 
generals  before  his'tioie,  that/when  he  repaired  to  Renqcs,  with 
;ji  viertr  to  defend  it  from  the  infurgents,  he  eould  not  prevail  on 
iny  6f  the  inhibitants  to  give  hhn  a  lodging,  although  he  ofiered 
them  an  extravagant  price.  He,  however,  ^t  length  found  means 
to  dKatm  their  prejudices,  $ind  (6  far  vi^^s  he  from  hunting  down 
the  pttefts,  and  thvL^/ayattidJing  iHc  people,  that  he  permitted  mafs 
to  be  faid,'and  orddred  that  the  clergy  fhould  be  proteded ;  nay, 
he  4ook  many  of  the  confefibrs  into  his  pay,  iind  thus  had  not 
only  the  cohfcimi^es,  but  fixrets  of  their  dpvorees,  at  his  coih- 

But 

•  .  .         .  ♦  •»• 

*   *  Tde  foih>wiii|f4ibtes  will  prow  thxt  Ytotfie  l^new  how  tofunlfli  e^^  Viohd^ 
0^  the  laws  of  hpmanityf 

*f  Au  General  Boniiairt, 

f  <  L*aflbr«iite.^*on  m'avmt  donn^  ^w  vons  avi<k  fait  fuiiDer  les  Iit7inthe5  prfs 
4ans  le  chttcaa  de.  Saint  Mefrnin,  aprci  ieftt^ufott  ^rcittJs  h\\t  Igiice,  ih'aViic  forte 
^c  V<9a6  ctrdonoer  la  arxvU,  Sec'* . 

:..  .  ''ArAdjn. 
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But  although  he  prote&ed  the  people  and  their  priefts,  he  was 
extremely  averie  to  entef  into  any  negoctations  with  tlie  chiefs^ 
of  the  infurgedts ;  however,  having  received  pofitive  orders  to  that 
purpofe^  he  commenced  a  treaty  with  Cormartib»  and  fome 
others,  und  at  length  declared  it  to  be  his  firm  opinion,  t){^t  their 
principal  leaders  were  to  be  bought  off  by  means  of  money,  and 
commifSons  in  the  republican  army :  **  I  am  certain,"  he 
was  accuftomed  tp  fay,  **  that  with  two  hundredthoufandHvres 
(about  nine  thoufand  pounds  (teding)  and  ten  pair  of  epaulets^ 
I  could  gain  over  a  majority  of  thefe  men ;  as  for  the  reft,*'  added 
he,  *^  a  cane  will  fuffice."  They,  however,  found  means  to 
impofe  upon  the  reprefentatives,  but  the  general  was  not  (b 
calily  led  into  the  fnare ;  for  Clermont  haying  been  permitted  to 
travel  through  the  cantons  where  he  had  fome  influence,  under 
pretext  of  putting  a  ftop  to  hoftiliti'es,  was  arretted  by  his  orders, 
while  in  the  very  a£t  of  diftributing  falfe  affignats.  La  Tintiniac 
de  la  BoiEere  feized  this  opportunityof  efcaping  in  a  flciff*  to 
Jerfcy.  Cormartin,  at  the  fame  time,  kept  open  houfe  at  Preva- 
laye,  and  beftowed  the  money  received  from  the  republic  upon 
the  royalifts,  in  the  name  of  Louis  XVIIL  and  actually  recruited 
a  frefli  army  of  Chouans.  ^  \ 

Having  at  length  prevailed  on  the  government  to  ^permit  him 
to  a(S,  Hoche  arrefted  Cormartin,  and  fearing  that  Decrls  in- 
tended to  feize  on  the  arfenal  of  Cifay,  he  marqhed  a  body  of 
men  againfl  ^hat  leader,  and  put  him  and  three  hundred  of  his 
adherents  to  the  bayonet, 

«Al'AdjutaAt-GenerfltCrubner.    > 

30  Prianaly  An.  3. 

<'  Je  fuls  iniligni^  de  U  conduit  de  ceux  qui  00 1  foufFert  que  I'on  promenat  la  tets 
tf'oii  ^nnfcfni  valnbi.  Penfeac  Wiy  ces  Itres  ferooes,  noas  rendre  temoins  des  horribles 
Ttdnes  de  la  Vend^i  ?  II  eft  nlalhedteai,  mon  cher  Crublier,  que  vous  u^^  vous  foycx 
pas  trouTe  la  peur  empedier  ce  que  je  regard^  eomme  an  crime  envers  rhunnear^ 
f  bumanitce,  la  generofite  Fran^aile.  Sahs  perdre  on  momeac,  vous  voudrea  bien 
faire  arreter  les  officieri  qui  commandalenp  le  detacbement  des  grenadiers,  et  ceux 
d*entre  eux  qui  one  promene  la  tete  du  cadavre  ^t  Boiihardy  J' 

*  It  is  a  certain  fki^  that  fome  of  th6  lisaders  had  become  fo  poWerfulj  that  e?en 
the  committee  of  public  fafety  at  length  found  it  neceflary  to  treat  with. them  on  the 
*    put  of  the  republic^  not  48  foverel^ns  wi^  reyoked  fubje  As,  but  as  one  Indf  peadcAC 
power  with  another, 

O04  It 
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It  was  at  this  period  that  the  fatal  expedition  was  nndeitaken 
againd  Quibcron.  'On  receiving  the  intelligence  that  an  Eng- 
lifh  flotilla,  with  ten  thoufand  emigrants  on  board,  was  about  to 
attempt  a  dcfcent,  the  French  general  obferved  very  cooly,  *•  If 
they  bilt  once  land,  they  ftiall  never  return."  He  then  fct  out 
from  Rcnnes,  and  gave  orders  to  general  Cherin  to  remain  be- 
hind and  afTemble^a  body  of  troops,  colled  a  park  of  artillery, 
provide  the  ncceflary  provifions,  ammunition,  &c.  He  himfelf 
took  pod  at  Auray,  with  a  fmall  force,  dnd  allowed  the  emigrants  to 
make  thennfelves  mafters,  without  any  oppoiition  on  his  part,  of 

the  fort  of  Penthievre,  and  the  peninfula  which  it  commands.  He 

« 

even  permitted  them  to  eftablifti  magazines,  and  to  throw  op 
entrenchments,  only  taking  care  to  confine  them  to  the  fpot  they 
then  occupied,  obferving  jocularly,  '*  That  he  intended  to  fhut 
them  up  like  fo  many  rats  in  a  trap*." 

In  the  mean  time  the  reprefentatives,  Tallien  and  B!ad,  ar* 
rived  from  Paris,  invefted  with  full  pov^ers  to  decide  on  cvctj 
thing  that  related  to  the  fafety  of  the  ftate ;  and  Hoche  having 
been  joined  by  numerous  detachments,  ctk&We  operations  in- 
ftantly  commenced.  On  the  engineen  being  confuhed,  they 
coniidered  it  as  an  zGt  of  tcm.erity  to  attempt  to  carry  fort  Pen- 
thievre by  aflault,  and  recommended  to  open  the  trenches  and 
commence  a  regular  fiege.,  But  the  impatience  and  audacity  of 
the  general  would  not  permit  this.  He  divided  his  army  into  three 
columns,  and  marched  them  during  the  night,  amidft  a  terrible 
•  temped,  with  a  view  to  furpiife  the  place.  At  break  of  day  they 
dtfcovered  the  fort,  which  poured  fuch  vollies  of  grape  upon  them, 
that  two  of  the  diviflons  received  a  check,  and  began  to  retire ; 
but  on  a  fudden  the  cry  of  viftory  refounded  <rom  all  parts,  and 
they  returned.  This  proceeded  from  the  column  under  general 
Menage,  which  bad  waded  along  the  coaft,  with  the  fea  up  to 
the  foldiers*  bellies,  under  a  heavy  difchargc  from  the  Englift 
gun-boats,  and  then  fcajing  the  rocks  in  the  neighbourhood, 
at  length   reaching  Penthievre,  where  they  inftantly  fubfti- 

*  If  we  ire  to  believe  the  writer  of  Hoe1ie'«  fife,  the  emigrtnts,  inftcad  of  pa&itt| 
ftrwM^,  and  oveiwbelaiiii'g  their  eocmies  before  they  hM  affembkd,  loll  a  gid  ^tfl 
Af  precious  time  fJ  btmir  la  ^lifis)  ta  the  ^edidiOB  of  the  choiches  at  Qgtbeniii. 

tuted 
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Cuted  the  ihice  oolottitd  flag  in  the  loom  of  the  white  one. 
Ta^ilien  and  Hoche  headed  the  troops  that  entered;  three  hiin* 
died  unfortunate  emigrants  were  put  to  the  fword,  and  many  of 
the  reft  are  (aid  to  have  periTbed  by  the  canniller  fliut  from  the  flo* 
tilla»  which  during  the  confufion  could  not  diftingullh  friends  from 

foes*  On  beholding  the  gallant  Sombreuil,  the  French  general 
Vfeptf  and  exclaimed,  **  Would  to  God  that  fuch  brave  men  as 

you  burned  with  the  fame  patriotifm  that  we  do*  1'* 

He 

•      • 

«  Tiie  fo]]«wUif  papcrti  relative  to  the  4iraftt«ut  affair  of  Qoibereay  cannot  USl  M 
1m  iatereftiog. 

^  PLAN  B'ATTAQUE  DE  QyiBElON. 

Vannefl,  i^'.  Tbenaidor^  in  p 
<<  ItM,  gloire  det  armei'de  de  la  r^pnU^ue  ne  pennccUfit  pat  a  §t»  d^Aafcttrrd'aab 
teodre  phii  loogtempi  pour  joulr  du  fruit  de  kan  travatuc,  Ic  gdo^ral  penie^ue  k  plna  • 
ihr  moyen  de  kt  faire  parveair  ^  kur  )iat>  eft  de  frafrper  un  coup  tel  que  not  eoAemiiy 
deja  cooftern^t  ^e  kors  d^faitei,  renrent  touul-coup  dani  le  nktnu   Ceft  faqi  douce 
donaer  use  nouvelje  preuve  d'attachement  k  i'annde  que  de  feconder  fon  s^e«    Li 

vakur  et  kt  taknt  det  officiert-ginerauz  et  particnnerty  U  difcipline  et  k  bnvooie 
dea  Ibldatty  foac  de  fort  garana  que  k  pioy^  du  general  rcuflira*  En  conffqueiMey  11 
•rdonae  ce  ^ui  futtt. 

«  La  prefqu'ik  de  Quiberoo  (era  attaqu^e  aujourd'bui  i^r  Thermiior  ^  onac 
heuict  du  foir. 

«  Le  general  Humbert  a  k  tete  de  cioq-centt  homaiet  d'elite  de  Ton  avaat-gardc^ 
et  conduit  par  un  guide  que  je  lui  enverrai^  fe  portera  fur  k  tillage  de  Keiotkln,  ea 
paffant  par  la  kifle  de  k  balfe  mer,  kiifaot  k  fort  Pentbiivre  a  droite,  et  la  flotte  I 
gauche.  II  fera  marcher  fur  deux  filet  avec  k  moint  de  bruit  et  lemoiot  de  diftanct 
poifible.  ArrW^  p.ci  du  Tiitagey  i\  toumera  brufquement  ^  droiteyet  fera  courirfa 
troupe  juf()u'au  fort  done  11  t^emparera  en  franchiflaat  la  paliffade*}  il  dgorgera  tout  c« 
qui  fera  dam  k  fort,  a  moios  que  ks  fufill^ert  oe  vienneat  fe  joindre  a  fa  troupe,  Jea 
offickrty  fergeni  d*infanterie  ec  canonniers  n'aurontt  aucune  grace. 

**  Le'  g^n^ral  de  brigade  Botu  fuivra  Humbert  avec  le  reffe  de  faTant-garde,  et 
dant  k  m^me  ordre.  II  s*emparera  du  v'llkge  Kcroftin;  il  fera  fufilkr  tout  kt  io. 
dividut  arm^fi  qui  voudraient  fortir  det  maifoot.  Let  foldatt  fant  armet  qui  vkfidront 
fe  joindre  a  lui  feront  accueillisj  kt  officiert  et  foai^officert  feront  fufiikt  fur-k* 
champ.  ,       . 

**  En  arrWant  dam  la  prefqu'ik,  cci  deux  officiert-generattz  feront  crier  par  tettt 
troupe  t  a  ha%  lit  armes  I  a  tmu  let  patri^m  / 

*<  L^adjudant- general  Menage  farorifera  Tattaqoa  du  gin^ralHumbert^  do  attaquaaC 
loi-meme  lesgrandet  gvdet  det  cnnemit,  11  kt  eulbuleia»  kiir  pafl*era  fur  le  corpt» 
ct  marchera  droit  au  fort.  Aprcf  avoir  fraischi  k  paliflade»  il  fuivra  par  fa  gaachc  k 
fofli  jufqu'a  1^  gorge.  Le  citoyen  Menage  na  fera  pai  tiier  an  coap  de  foftl  $  U  ftcs 
paffer  a<i  fil  de  la  bayonnetttf  tout  ce  qu*il  rencontiera  d*caatfltta»  I4  tfwpe  qui  dok 
^  inn  cefte  attaqua  ien  refttte  doe  gdaeial  VaUtUaa. 
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He  n6^  propofed  m  expedition  agaidft  Goernfefand  JeHby ; 
but  ibis  is  faid  to  have  be^n  rejeded  by  the  idflu^bcSc  of  Bbifly 

'  d'Angbs, 

*<  Le  ^ncnl  Valletaui  footiendra  ivec  le  refte  dc  fa  brigade,  TatUqae  de  Menagv, 
XI  fera  eoforte  ic  (c  precipiter  au  fort,  ens*en  rapprochaat  le  ptos  poffible,  afin  d^evicer 
ian  feu. 

'  **  Humbeit  1^  mettrt  en  marche  pir  la  gaochfe  &  nunaic  prdieit,  Sfeaage  marcKcta 
par  la  ^roit  un  ^oprt  d^heuzt  apres*  Lea  deux  goIouks  fuivrant  la  m^iec,  dnflfcat-cUb 
Inarcher  un  peo  dans  la  vafe. 

**  Le  general  Leaioinc  portera  la  brigade  a  hautcnr  de  I'arant-garde;  il  y  laUTexa  «« 
lauiUoB  SYee  deax  pieces  4e  4»  ct  marcbtra  tit  bataUk  I.  ha«tciv  de  h  q<fehe  dS  Im  co« 
lonne  du  g^o^ral  Valletaux  qu'il  doit  fouceair* 

<<  Le  camp  fera  gArde  par  let  deux  bataUIoni  de  U  rtfer^^  et  le  3nie.  de  la  xan«. 
demi'4>ngede.  Le  g^^ral  Drat  comibandera  ces  troopcs. '  Ce  mcme  officicrToadra 
%ieA  doofier  ordit  au  conmuAdant  de  la  bakterie  des  ^ecet  de  94  de  tirer  a  Boldets 
xotigea  Citr  let  batiincM  ^ai  voudraient  Boat  iaqoieter. 

«<  La  cavalerie  ft  tlendn  en  bauilte  deaiese  k  bfttaiibo  lailTc  wtc  ks  piccet  de  4  i 
Btttetir  de  I'aTant-garde. 

«  Let  foldatt  feront  (acit  fact,  tt  tous  Its  oflciert  a  pied }  feati-de-Yk  fen  diftftiba^ 
i'bidt  fteuiti  ab  foir. 

*    <<  L*oii  ne  doliiieri  Tordiv  tuk  travpel  qu'4  9  benrei )  Um  di^ffitibiit  k  hnmt  c* 
£knce }  il  fera  d^feUdu  de  cracher,  toufTer^  ou  fumer. 

**  Let  ^oanien,  cbHrg^s  de  fac^  il  terte  rempKi  d'itance,  tt  hSAhtt^  nardteiotot  a 
la  qoene  de  ja  colonne  de  Menage ;  lit  combleront  let  foff^t  ou  chemiu  creos  ^01 
ibetbaient  trop  d*6bllacle  a  la  mairche.  Vingt-quitre  det  pIiK  forti  tt  des  plus  adroits 
feront  portcurt  de  hachet  et  malTes  de  ftry  avec  kfqaelkt  Hi  briferant  ks  barrios. 

**  Le  general  ValleUux  fera  fuivre  fa  colonne  par  una  eompagoie  Jc  caaoimiers  qdi 
ien  piac^  aux  batteries  ennemies,  dont  on  fe  fervira  k  plutoc  poiibk. 

*'  Lc  fort  en  notre  puiflancey  toutes  les  troupes  pourfuivront  rennemi,  mait  en 
mdre,  El!cs  fe  ralfieront  a  Keroftin,  pret  du  moulini  et  marcberont  enfuite  fur  vFon- 
ti^  et  S.  Pkrre.  Le  general  Lemoine  liiflera  deux  batalUons  au  fort,  et  ira  prendre 
fofition  k  Pontivjr* 

*<  L'ambulance  fe  tiendra  au  camp.  Le  general  brut  donnera  let  ordrea  ks  plua 
cxa^s  pour  que  perfonne  ne  Toutre-pafle. 

*'  Si 9  par  des  ^venemens  q\i  on  ne  peut  prevoir,  Parmee  etatit  contralnte  a  fe  retirery 
elk  k  ferait  en  bon  ordre.  Les  troupes  confer veraient  Tofdre  oicme,  Barcheraient  an 
pas  accel^rct'ct  la  retniite  fe  ferait  par  echelons. 

*<  Le  gen«al  Lemoine  eft  c barge  de  donner  aux  officiers-g^neraux  ks  ordres  de  ii* 
talk  y  rektifs.  II  voudra  bieo  krrafiembkr  au  quartier-general  o(i  je  ferai  i  fept 
beures  du  fqir.** 

I  <<  ;^  titiytn  Chei'm, 

%  Thermidor^  an  3. 

*'  Let  principaux  officien  eiaigres  font  tues  ou  bkfles  a  mort.   Puifaye,  faftucieax 

fcSerat  Pujf  Ciye  deinaade  a  parkipcnUri  ce  qne  amu  fetona  a  coups  de  canon.    Let 

r<fpttblicaint 


,zJ^ 


d'AnglaSi  then  a  metitiber  of  the  committed  'of  pubfic  fafct^* 
Another  diredion  was,  however,  given  to  hii  talents,  for  h6  wi» 
nominated  to  tfa6  excluiive  cofomatid  of  the  afniy  of  the  weft,  ' 
and  thus  had  the  whole  charge  of  the  Fettdean  ^ir  confided  io 
his  management.  '   ' 

Oh  this  he  determined  to  afpir6  to  the  glory  •f  putting  tti  dnd  . 
to  it.  For  this  purpofe  hi  held  out  the  olivfc  with  C3fhe  hand,  dnd 
the  fword  with  another.  After  granting  an  amnefty  to  all  thofe 
Vrho  had  been  mifled^  he  propofed  to  unite  the  three  armies  6f 
Chcrborg,  Brcft,  and  the  weft,  under  the  name  of  the  arniy  6f  ^ 
the  coafts  of  the  ocean,  and  being  feconded  by  the  intereft  of 
Barras,  this  was  inftantly  effected.  He  began  by  difarming  the 
jni'urgent  departments ;  he  marched  a  body  of  tmops  agailift 
Charcttte,  whom  he  feized,  and  ordered  to  be  executed ;  ht  pei*- 
l^aded  the  departments  of  Sarthe,  Main,  Loire,  and  Morbihan, 
with  his  moving  columns,  and  while  he  refufed  qual-ter  to  the 
ithiefe,  he  was  accuftbmed  to  cty  out,  on  feeing  the  armed  pea- 
fantry  at  his  mercy,  **  Thefe  unfortunatfc  people  are  French- 
men !"  With  fbme  of ,  the  principal  leaders,  he  entered  into 
engagements,  and  Scepeaux  was  thefirft  of  the  Chouans  who 
fubmitted  ;  his  example  was  foon  followed  by  many  of  his  party, 
Jn  fiiort,  he  reftored  to  their  lands  and  pofteffiohs  fuch  of  the 
proprietCMis  as  had  fled  to  Rennes,  Anger»,  and  Nantes ;  he  de- 
clared the  principal  towns  to  be  no  longer  iil  a  ftate  of  fiege ;  he 
proclaimed  that  martial  law  (the  moft  odicnis  of  all  tyrannies) 
had  ceafed  ;  he  diftblved  military  tribunals  (the  moft  unjuft  of 
-^1  ufurpations),    and  having   accomplifhed  the  objeA  bf  hit 

repubticaini  cnroles  dc  force  danf  les  prifoos  d'Angleterre,  Yienment  ea  foule  pooft 
voir  kurs  amis  t  noui  en  avoni  refu  cette  nQit  trente-troiag  Vous  peAie«  bien  qii*a- 
yaot  de-ks  mettre  en  Uberte>  noua  fattrooi  ^uelt  ilt  font*** 

**  Ak»  citeyens  Cberln  tt  LavaUttu 

^*  Citoyen  (eneral,  ki  vakorenfci  troupei  que  je  coramande  out,  \  deox  hcUiei  dti 
MiitSn He  ce  joar,  tui^txik  d'iiSanc  le  fbrt  ^enchilne  et  k  camp  retrancfiUS  AeU pief. 
do'tk,  doilt  eiles  fe  font  emparj^  faot  faire  halti»  N'ayilnt  d'autre  alterhaUvt  c|ii^  & 
fe  Jeter  a  ta  fiier,  6u  dTetife  pafliSe  au  fil  de  h  bayonnette,  k  noble  arm£e  a  mis  biu  le< 
irmes.  Slk  arrive  prifonniere  a  Aaray,  conduite  par  quatre  batailknii.  Donocf  atit 
de  cettic  operation  tax  ifeprefbntaaft  dit  pctlpki  ct  aal  aqiik  4e  U  pay:ife** 

wiihes,  % 


5)2  HOCHB. 

wiihesy  within  the  (pace  of  eight  weeks  be  icqnired  the  glorioos 
title  of  •*  Pacificator  of  La  Vendicr 

No  fooner  was  this  achieved^,  than  another  great  objed  pre- 
fepted  tifelf  to  his  ambition :  this  was  na  other  than  the  oonqoeft 
of  England*  a  country. with  which  he  feems  to  have  been  but 
little  acquainted^  !  Truguet,  then  minifter  of  marine,  joined 
heartily  in  tlie  plan ;  but  money,  and  indeed  means  of  another 
kind,  were  wanting,  to  accoinplifh  fo  gigantic  a  projed ;  and  it 
was  at  length  determined,  that  his  efforts  fhould  be  confined  to 
an  expedition  againd  Ireland.  He  accordingly  fet  off  for  Brefl» 
atid  finding  admiral  Villaret*Joyeufe,  who  commanded  at  that 
port,  unfriendly  to  his  views,  he  denounced  him,  and  procured 
his  removal.  He  himfelf  now  fuperintended  the  dock- yards,  ac* 
,  celerated  the  public  works,  and  prepared  every  thing  conneded 

\Af^^C%^Jiy^^  a  grand  naval  ^y^J^^^   Th«  war  of  Lm  Fenitt  had 
brought  his  talents  as  an  awmuiwrator,  as  well  as  a  general,  into 

aSion,  and  rear-admiral  Bruix,  who  was  killed  in  the  engage- 
ment at  Aboukir,  declared,*  "  that  after  a  Cagle  year^  experi- 
ence Hoche  would  become  the  beft- naval  minifter  that  France 
liad  ever  beheld." 

At  length  every  thing  being  prepared,  the  general  embarked 
on  board  the  frigate  La  Fraternitij  pttiA  navigated  die  ocean  for 
the  firil  time.  The  troops  that  accompanied  him  oonfifted  of 
fifteen  thoufand  men,  and  the  wind  was  for  a  few  hours  favour- 
able ;  but  a  gale  coming  on  daring  the  night,  Hoche  was  fepe- 

*  The  entire  ignonnce  of  Hoche,  ia  nf^A  to  this  country,  ouy  he  fecA  by  tk< 
fbUowini;  note : 

w  AU  DIRECTOIRE. 

xy  Prairial,  an.  4. 

**  JecTOifqocIedirtAoircpourraitpenfer'a  une  expedition  f^friettfe  for  ks  cdtei 

4'Anf  ieterre ;  je  m*cn  foU  occup^  autrf-fois,  and  je  crols  entrevolr  que  Ie«  circao* 

ftaoc^t  ne  font  pat  AiUwotiUcu    Jc  dea<aoderai  av  dire&oire  la  penniifian  it  coi-> 

fcfpondre,  4(C 

**  Plufieiiri  officien-g^n^aqx  ft  foot  ^featea,  pJOnr  vanger  la  patrie  <Ua  mauz 

^iie  nou*  a  faita  rtnfaoae  gcvvernemcat  Anglais.    J*ai  preffoe  b  ccrticiide  ^oe  cdai- 

ci  ne  fait  plufque  faire.    Idf^Htmnt  itmt  prwr^t,  Zrni  p^ttfaJ,  %?  ms  i'tviimum 

pisthmo'tint,  trdatner  dt  grandts-mesfmrts,  qut  tt  dotveni  m/ccaumtr  It  /«*/•'<•    Si  dan 

.     MM  mmtHt  dt  irMthh  k  farlmtta  ^  ^<mkU,  Mftaf-fM  eff^tr  unt  rtviufitM  1 1 !" 

rated 


MOCHE.  ^  ^73 

rated  from  his  army.  Part  of  the  fcattered  fiedt  arrived  on  the 
coaft  of  Ireland,  and  fome  veflels  a^ually  entered  Bantry  bay; 
there  th^y  held  a  council  of  war,  and  at  length  determined  to  re- 
turn without  eileSing  a  latiding.  In  the  mean  time  the  frigate^ 
with  the  general  and  his  (bite  oh  board,  found  means  to  ftcer  to* 
wards  the  phce  of  their  deftlnation ;  but  it  was  too  late,  for 
Hoche  learned  that  the  main  body  had  abandoned  the  enterprife  ; 
on  this  he  al(b  was  obliged  to  make  for  the  French  fhore,  and 
IS  faid  to  have  wept  when  he  beheld  the  laft  glimf^e  of  Ice- 
land *• 

After 

4 
J 

*  The  following  proclamation  ii  drawn  up  with  moch  ait|  and  had  a  knding  been 
tfftCttit  there  can  be  but  Httle  doubt  that,  when  tranila^d  intoEngnih  and  Iriih«  it 
wouM  havQ  been  attended  with  confiderabk  mifchlef. 

"EXPEDITION    D'IRELANDE, 
*<  PfcUmatim  ^  k  atf/iM  Maitdufu 

**  PtuPLB  d*Ibeland, 

**  A  diverfet  ^po^uci  vout  avex  manifeft^  f ocre  horreur  pour  Tcfclavage  av^rf  Vtm» 
'bition  Anglaife  voai  a  r^duit;  et  malgrevotre  bravoure  naturelle,  tos  efforts  pour  le* 
couer  le  joog  odieux  forent  fans  fucc^i,  d^jou^s  par  I'adrefle  et  la  per6die  da  mini- 
ft^  Anglaia  qui,  empIoyaBr  tous  let  inoyena  de  corruption,  op^ra,  diaque  fois,  la 
4iviBon  p  irmi  vos  chefff  et  parrjot,  par  leura  trahi/ons  ou  leur  defunion,  i  voui  re« 
tenir  dant  let  fers« 

<*  Matntenant,  la  glorieofc  et )  jamais  miSmorable  r^vototioa  Fraajaife  a  raOuokJ  It 
fcu  iacr^  de  la  liberte  que  la  tyrannte  avait  enTam  tSch^  dVteindre  dans  yos  e«uii« 

**  Vtt^oU  couchant  de  votre  iituation,  de>of  voeuz,  ayant  excite  ches  toualea 
r^blicaitti  Fran^ait  cee  fentimens  of  g^n^rofite  et  de  bienveflbmce  qu'ili  fe  pkufenc 
a  accordcr  aus  peuplei  opprimes,  le  dirtftoire  executif  s*eft  d^termin^  \  vcnir  \  T^rt 
aide  d*une  mani2requi  doit  remplir  vos  phiskautes  efp^ranccs* 

**  Je  Ttens,  pour  cet  dRt,  de  d^bavqoer  chex  tous  \  h  t^te  d*une  arm^  de  r^pubti* 
caint  Bccoutum^s  a  vaincrc  fous  leurs  chefs.  Nout  nous  prefencona  com  me  amtt 
flnccres  et  s^l^s  de  t<iut  ceux  qui  ^ponferont  U  caufe  de  la  liberty  et  nout  n*ambitioa« 
AoBs  que  ht  feule  gloire  de  brifer  vos  fers  et  puuir  vos  tyrans. 

**  Ce  n*eft  plna  ici  la  lutte  des  maifons  d*HanSvre  et  de  Stuart,  f  one  pour  demeurer, 
fautre  pour  rederenir  votre  defpote :  les  hommea  fibres  ne  combattent  que  povr  la 
maiDtien  kt  I'<gatit6  dea  drortt,  et  d^teftent  jufqu^ao  nom  d*oa  maicre. 

**  PedUad^s  que  vous  partages  avec  nova  ces  nobles  fantimens,  nous  vousoffions  ooa 
brxt  pour  le  litabfiilement,  de  xotre  digniti6  nationale,'  par  le  choix  libre  qu«  vona  feres 
fl*ane  forme  ^  goo? emcment  qui  affore  la  dur^e  da  Totre  inddpendance. 

**  La  liberty  illimitde  de  prononcer fon  opinion  furies  perfonnes  cC  letcbolei,  UiU 
ran  vos  rsfu^fentani  dans  la  confeAfon  de*  tte  loix  $  h  puUioittf  ^e  vonadonnerec 
tux  ddlib^tatioiis,  picmadn  Jea  erreiuti  Tordft  ct  le  calnt  ^ uc  jc  vous  aidend  i  f 

oaintciitr» 


174  HQCOS* 

After  txfenenanf  (bn\e  hqivy  ^e$  of  Mrin4>  and  being  cbafed 
ly  tviro  £ag)i(b  crujilisrs  of  fuperlor  foroe^  the  Fratevnite  at 

length 

ntfiiiriili,  ifiiir  finaluoBt  del  exces  de  rrnthoufiafn^  quel^uefoif  plus  daagexeux 

<A  L^^unplc  4^t  >uttei  patloofi  reipcnence  acqnile  |ur  |euri  diverfes  eflWfa  toi|t 
voQi  promct  vn  bonh^ur  q^i  a  cofit^  ch(r  a  vos  anus»  et  ^u^ilt  ont  la  ^iniiofiti  4e  tous 
•ffrir  poor  la  fente  d-marche  de  ▼out  profioncer  avec  b  fennet^  conyeiiible  et  digne 
d*«i  p^ple  dequatR  miltiom  d'tadividoi* 

«  {1  tk"tfifik%  (40^  donte^  no  (iBuUr|ai|(iua  ipih«)t»^i  o^  fEiitr  kf  avjiotafct  de  |p 
pofition  g^ographiqiiea  de  la  population  de  fon  paysf  de  Ur  riehefle  de  fon  UA^  de  fao* 
tivite»  de  la  force  et  do  courage  de  fet  habicansy  du  nombcey  de  U  bont^  et  de  I'bea* 
xeufe  difpofition  de  fcs  ports. 

<«  Stn  indigo^tipQ  doit  done  etre  an  comUe^  Iprfqu^U  envifage  rafireuie  mifiip  de 
la  tre«-graAde  majorite  de  fei  compatrlocet^  et  reflechit  ^a'en  vain  la  oaturc  liii  a 
prodigue  fee  bienfajts^  fi  Ton  ne  parrient  a  circQnfcnre  let  e0ets  de  la  tyranhip  £jfte« 
natiqoe  du  gouvernemcnt  Anglais  dam  le  fein  de  la  cruelle  Albion. 

<*  En  effet)  c*eft  par  fuite  de  cet  efprit  enTabifTeuri  que  rAngletene  eft  parre 
Ibccei&veBent  a  paralyfer  tontes  les  refTources  pbyfiques  et  morales  de  rirlaade*    * 

'*  La  politiqae  Anglaile  j  a  conftamment  cntretenu  un  lerain  d'antmofit^  et  de 
fiance  entre  lea  dtfFerentes  fedes  religieufesy  dont  la  ffsatUiney  escUe  et  dirig^  par  la 
^puf  de  Ifoqdret,  empecbait  le  ralfiemeat  it»  <bicea  Irtei«UUe»  contn  TcaMau  co«-> 
anitn. 

.  **  Ht  cectp  ddioiiios  luqwt  la  facilite  de  tnifier  lea  Irbodaii  en  dfielavesy  en  lei  c»> 
^aat  de  xomI^s  )ei  peaces  civiles  ^t  militaireh  on  eccJ^fiailiqties,  pour  r^iibn  do  colte 
nmaili*  %up  pr^felj^t  lea  trois  quarts  s  Tautre  quart  qui  eft  preibytddcn,  a  laqoaliia 
^u'il  a.pltt  aaz  Anglais  de  hii  donaer  de  iy^den.  Par  cette  feule  ditjpoAUflp*  tont 
^cwx^miU  h  pcQlf  d'uqe  poigade  d*dti«ngtrt  prateftaiUy  cr^atw^s  dcToujiet »  M»« 
chl^neli^  ftao«  i^taea  du  gouveiMmoit  Angbus. 

.  <<  Cea  iiippdcs  du  de(potifiBie»  a  fqicr  4e  fp«&4ti90*  tx  d*liyDftices  enven  tc^  nc£cres 
jet  TOusy  ibat  deTcnu^  prefque  les  feols  p^efleurs  de«  bieni«fonds  de  Toue  payst  done 
le  mvea»>  paCapt  go  Angletenvy  vpt|s  Ilvre  \  U  ptif s  p^nible  U^jgeace ;  et  de  cni^ip 
que  TOtre  a^i^itd  indaftrieufe  ae  vau«  t4vfU  M  c^t  fcc^Ueiocati  Ta^cd^  aanrtfafioB 
lilt  duigi^  ai^  fins  de  ia  pK^vfor  ^  (fe  voua  piiy^  de  toai  fopyeas  de  fo^w^  ans 
inarine. 

<<  yab(ot,ue  aujUte  de  reprefentftion  aatioliak*  daaa  totre  larkiD^nty  ne  foaa  per* 
met  pas  meme  refpolr  de  ledreflement  .de  vos  griefs* 

</  La  4^fe»(e  d^c^udrir  des  p^^prip^es  foncieres^  flveipe  4'en  e^plqiter  a  loipgs  banx^ 
Ht  q^  n>  qif e  tout  recemqaeot  re^ u  qae|q9ea  legjerea  fnod)fipatioB%  a  fotc^  Ja  p^upavt 
des  cultivatcu^  ^  deTcjgir  del  iovnalien  ^  Taints  des  oi^rpatcura  des  btcfia  4c  IcacK 

«<  On  xoBi  a  $t^»  «t  par  la  finrdritd  dea  lais»  et  par  b  pri  tattoo  dea  £Knll£>bpofiUlt£ 


r  At  donner  quelque  education  a  loi  enfana  }  eaia^  on  a  poulla  la  hachip^^  jiifi|o'a 
^vu^  la  Ungue  de  vos  p6res,  ^  '* 

'«    (^  A^outes  a  Tcfquiile  du  fiabbav  ig  T«fiic  aiiafy  ^dul  %n*Qfoing  gaifjyiii 

ka 


Icngrti  g9l  i^tja  the  midft  of  afi  ]£nglkb  fi|ua^iw ;  ^t,  by  ftrifc, 
1^  the  rep>^)lica^  colpurs,  a;^  ^f^^sg  t]^  faflp^  Pft«ri«  with  ^ 

enemy 

4*UB  p«7S  jadit  ^oriflipty  i^uits  f<jourd*hoi|  ponr  iriviipy  avx  tnt^ox  Ipi  |j{i^  tgs^  ^ 
fyfm  cftflcs  abreuv^s,  p^r  rinfole^ta  populace  de  c/(tte  tf);p«  ^v(fti^t<9^4  4*1 
«t  d'humiliaciopa. 

<<.Rappi9chcs  iwiiiite««ii^  4e  c^  trif/ea  v^nt«s»  h  cettitnde  q^e  |e  y0iis 

4aiit>  calcnlee  fur  vos  plot  gnndi  airaiitage«»  n»  CQOiMvi&at  da  ^«ffS9f  a  te  ^iqratf 
^tti  HmpolRblcfy  on  la  vobnttf  du  peupla^fanii  feovciais  j  one  tol^ciBca  ItatmaUe 
poo>  tour  las  cukes  qoi,  en  abjurtnc  una  animolir4  rafttltmta  d'opinbas  aBfi§kiift% 
▼ous  prtfervera  det  machinationf  perfidea  da  PAng letemy  doat  Yooa  dtiasy  ptaA^F* 
t^riens  at  catholiqueta  ftmi^i-tovir  lea  jouetf.  Confid^ay  dans  ce  flpavd  ordic  d« 
chofety  combien  Totre  r^aaion,  poor  la  fdlicit^  da  toaty  ▼<«•  Ibaniira  da  moyaDS'de 
toute  efpecc,  pour  refiftar  afficacenaent  ^  ceux  ([oi  ofendeftt  antrepeendre  da  la  trovUer. 
Sachez  y  appercevoir  lef  rcifourcat  que  youi  pouvea  drer  d'une  popnladon  abonda&te 
en  homtnea  it  gitiit  et  de  courage ,  d'un  Col  fertile  en  toates  produftioni  de  praniiera 
'bcfoins,  d^une  tnduftrie  adive,  et  bien  dirig^e,  des  facilit^a  nombrenfes  at  fures  pour 
un  coiDQDcrce  dVxpertadon  et  de  retoor.  QueOe  augmentation  ros  forces  ne  recev- 
ront-eltes  pas  de^  nombreux  habitans  que  votre  fiberti^  et  votre  aifanca  redendront 
non-fealement  chf a  vous,  mais  encore  y  ap^eUeront  des  £tat8-tJnis  de  TAni^rique^ 
•u  ils  ^taient  emigres  pour  fe  fous-Crairea  la  misere  et  a  Toppreflion?  L'^bolition  da 
toui  privileges  et  dlfticdlionSy  en  permettant  a  cbaque  individu  djafpirari  par  (e%  ta- 
I^^s  et  its  Txrtu.%^  ^u;(  pis^sieres  diguit^j  de  TEtat^  r^pandr^»  dfps  tp.y^C^t  ks  ^rt^ef- 
fi^ns*  cetu  (^i/'iajutai^ie  gl9ira  qui  mjaltipUe  let  Cfsi^!»^<M9<9^<?<(  ^«^f«l!VS^%Af 
lation  nadonak  fe  aoispafara  da  (Sja^  do  ^nmkr  v^drita. 

**  Enfiuy  una  copftitutioa  JibiaiDaat  clK>ifia>  que  vout  ansa  cakulda  fur  iMteikf 
convenances,  achevera  de  caniblider  I  jafluus  vone  atiftanca  poljCique»  an  aeaae  ttaBf^ 
^ue  votre  ind^pendance. 

**  Tels,  et  plus  nombreux  encorei  •  peupla  d'lrhad  1  foM  las  lilpltats  de  la  fibttti^  at 
de  regalit^,  que  la  gendtofiti^y  daa  r^bKcains  Fiaii^t  vout  oifa  par  nap  oi^^aae,  c^ 
q[ue  Tous  garantifleot  le  xele  at  l^ptr^piditd  de  nes  conpagiMiit  4*«»a8*  Lea  poo* 
▼oirs  dont  je  fuis  revetu,  m*autorifeat  "a  ordonaer  ce  qui  para^tra  le  plus  vtUa  a  aattt 
nobk  entreprifa,  Je  Tais,  par  le  premier  ufage  que  j'en  feraS^  ddtruire  Cdota  poflbi* 
iitf^  d'inqui^tude  que  la  malveillancechecrberait  a  infpirer  aux  ames  timor^et/fot  la 
condtttte  qua  deadra  la  braye  arroee  que  j-^ai  I'iionneur'de  copittandary  a  regard  daa 
liabitans-du  pays,  pendant  le  fiQour  qu'elle  y  fera. 

'*  En  cofififquence,  je  declare  lei  ibtannellement,  que  toute  violation  de  la  IiWtddaa 
perfonues  et  des  proprl^t^s,  du  refped  des  cukes  et  des  autoritds  IdgalemeiiC  coofti^ 
todes  par  le  bon  peupla  d^Irlahde^  feront  punlet  de  mort  dans  let  ^gt-qodtre  beUMt 
de  t*arreftation  det  coupablest  quelle  que  pui0e  Stra  leur  quality  du  coodidony  at  que 
Tordre  et  la  difctplma  feront  maiotanuS|  fous  las  peinea  les  plus  Kifhii.  * 

«  RaOpreg*^ 
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enemy  (a  manoeavre  pnQlftd  at  the  ihftigation  of  rear^admirad 
.  Bniix),  (he  found  meat^.to  cfcape,  and  anchored  at  the  ifle  of 

^  RtfTufes-TOiMi  comme  Tom  deves  Fetrey  contre  toat  ce  ^ ui  poamit  voius  parai. 
«i  fvjet  4*iiiqoMtade»  Je  me  flatte  4e  trodivtr,  dc  votic  pait»  tout  le  t^le  et  facifitft 
^pu  dtfnnadeAt  ne<  ep^ntlont.  Je  compte  que  toiis  les  amit  fiacires  da  bonbeor  4e 
rirlandey  ca  ^ac  4e  prendre  lea  armes  poar  1^  dtffenfe  de  la  caafci  accouicfont  loos 
kt  drapcanx  r^publicaini^  «i  its  feront  arm^  far4e-cbainp)  ct  qu*aHi6  ila  accrotsroot 
promptcneflt  met  nojent  d^expalfcr  Keaaerai  comtnua  dc  votie  territoire*  De  Ja 
cdltetl  de  cette  jonAieo^  dependra  efleatiellemeat  k  phit  oa  k  moias  d*cffafio«  da 
fiiagt  etvautm^^n  trouTcrea  tT2a*<coiiome. 

^  J*i0fai  feia  qu*il  foit  uaa  del  dcatt  exaAs  df  s  noaia  et  famoma  del  perfeM€a> 
aiaa  qae  de  U^ate  de  kurarrivde^  avcc  des  nptea  far  k  degfa  de  spk  ^'Ua 
■n<atffd»  afin  que  dani  k  diftribodoa^des  prspri&et  qai  Terant  coafi(qo€ea  lar  Vi 
k  plai  ftriAe  juft'ca  r^k  k  partafe  feko  k  mdrice.da  cbacan* 

<<  Lea  fliificcf  et  autrca  ttoupea  qai  oooa  joiadroaty  fenuu  auffi  admiies,  et  4c  k 
mim€  ma^icre,  au  partage. 

<*  n  en  fera  de  nt^me  9i  IVgard  dei  matekti  et  mat ini  Irlaodaii  qui  fe  joiadioat  a 
■o«s  i  et  ki  vailTeattX  o&  bacimena  qu'ila  aoseneraient  dani  tos  port$»  oo  meiBe  ea 
France^  kar  feront  pay^s  far  I'eftimation  d'«xperti»  de  knr  valear  totak. 

**  Maia  fi»  cantre  toote  vraifemblaace^  et  malgi^  k  jaftke  de  votie  caule,  il  fa 
CnaiYait  quelque  Irlaadaia  alka  denature,  aflca  infenfibk  i  k  gkirc  et  aa  lalat  de  U 
patrky  pour  ka  facrtfier  i  dci  conlid^ratiani  ^goiftetqui  lui  6 flea c  prendre  parti  contre 
jioua, je  d2ckre  que  par-toot  otk  ks  r^pubKcains  poorront  a'ea  faifir»  il  leia  traic^  aon 
en  prifonakr  de  guerre ,  camoie  kt  tronpea  Angkifeaj  aaaia  ea  rebelk  et  txaScre  a  (oa 
pays,  et  que  tons  fts  bieaa  (eront  coofifqu^ 

**  Neua  invitont  kt  autorit^t  publiquea  et  kgaki  a  conlifqaer  ^gakmeot  ka  pra. 
fntxh  dea  fayatdai  ott  dmigr^s^  atofi  que  cellet  dei  perfonnet  qui,  feus  uoe  infidkolb 
aeatialitry  feraknt  demeureei  fpedKtrkca  pafiTta  dea  dangers  dc  kar  patrk,  en  le 
r^krvaat  k  facultd  de  fc  prononccr  fana  rifqaaa  pour  k  partt  Tainqoaor.  De  looa  k* 
fearea  de  Ificbet^  cette  demiire  evant  b  phu  meprirabk»  elk  emportcra  noo-kukincac 
aonfifcation  dea  bient,  mait  encore  la  deportation  des  coopablea* 

<*  Ea  atteodaat  que  ka  clrconfUoces  pcmiettent  k  raflemblemcat  dea  repreientaaa 
proyUeirea  pour ctabUr  une  adminlftration  nationak  r^gulicrey  j'lnvitc  tout  ka  patriocea 
^ckirdt  a  aie  faire  part  dc  kurt  connai^ancei  localea,  et  dc  kura  xnoyena  poor  acce^ 
lerer  rorgaaifatioa  dea  autorU^s  i^volutionnairet. 

<*  Pcapk  d'irlandey  je  viena  de  vooa  faire  part  dea  inteations  de  k  nation  Efan^aiie| 
je  Yoas  ai  auffi  cxpriond  mea  fentimens  perlbnnela^  avec  la  franchife  d*ttn  foldat  qai 
attacbc  f«  gloire  aa  fuocea  de  notre  commune  entreprife:  fongea  que  rEuopa 
cati2re  qui  Toua  regarde,  va  juger  fi  vout  oidrites  qu*on  briic  vok  cbajncsa 
feia  de  pittt  ufcy  fi  voui  le  voulex  coorageofement.  Levez-voua  a-Ia-fois  en 
aiafle  far  loua  k*  point*  de  votre  ik  s  mea  bravei  frerea  d'armea  et  moi  ferona 
tolxa  centre  de  ralUement*  Une  force  auffi^impofante  voua  aflufcra,  fana  coup 
'  f^rlr^  une  Ti^irq  prompte  et  cotnplette  j  et  de  meme  que  lea  layona  vivifiaoa  du 
Ibkil  purgent  k  lerre  des  vapeurs  pcftikntielles^  et  d^truifent  len  infe^ea  qui  a*ea 
fkonrriiTaienty  de  me  me  aufli,  du  foyer  de  vocre  patriotifmc  partiront  ka  traitt  qui 
cbaflcrOat  la  tyrannk»  et  aneanciront  fes  vtls  fatelUteif  aa  cri  ft**— *»f»*  des  Irkad^ 
•I  des  Franciis.  dc  vive  la  fibcrUl  vive  Vigalittl** 
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tlW,  eicaftiy  ii  month  after  her  departure  from  Breft.  The 
Scaevola,  a  fiiip  of  the  line,  arrived  at  the  fame  time,  but  was  in 
fuch  diftrefs,.  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  affiftance  (lie  re- 
ceived from  the  Revolution,  one  of  her  conforts,  fhe  muft  have 
funky  as  (he  had  been  a£lually  abandoned  by  the  crew,  who  re« 
Fufed  to  pump  any  longer*. 

The  general  was  hot  difgraced,  as  had  beep  hoped  by  his  ene- 
kTil<s,  hi  CQiifequence  of  the  failure  of  this  expedition  ;  on  the 
•  contrary,  the  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe,  which  had  hitherto 
heen  fucceflively  commanded  by  Jourdan,  Kleber,  and"  Berna- 
dotte»  W9S  entryfted  to  his  care.  Ttie  troops  in  this  quarter  had 
t-emained,  during  a  confiderable  time,  in  a  ftate  of  inaflivity  ; 
and  tl^p  exceffcscommitted  b.y  them  weVe  fo  great,  that  his  im- 
mediate predcceflbr  had  termed  them  "  a  horde  of  robl^ers." 

The  new  commander  was  not  difmayed  at  thefe  finiAer 
appearances.  He  began  by  reforming  the  officers;  he  then 
meliorated  the  fituation  of  (he  foldiers;  he  entered  into  all  the 
minutiae  of  tlie  fervice,  and  caft  a  fevere  and  fcrutinizing  eye  on 
the  condu6t  of  the  commilTaries. 

To  enable  him  td  aA  With  gre;iter  efFeft,  general  Hoche  was  "- 
now  inveftcd  by  tlie  diredlory  with  the  adminiftration  of  the  con- 
quered countries ;  and  he  immediately  appointed  a  boards  con- 
lifting  of  five  memben,  to  redrefs  the  complaints  brought  before 
it.  *  He  alfo  introduced  a  falutary  regulation  about  the  fame  time 
into  the  army,  by  organizing  all  the  different  kinds  of  troops 
under  di{lin£t  leaders.  Thus,  the  dragoons  were  commanded  by 
general  Klein;  the  chalTcurs  by  Richepaufe ;  the  huflars  by 
Ney  ;  and  the  heavy  cavalry  by  Hautpoult :  each  of  thefe  form- 
ed a  feparate  brigade,  and  the  infantry  was  divided  into  fix  grand 
divifions.  This  added  frefh  flrength,  by  coiicentration,  to  his 
forces;  and  in  a  fhort  time  he  prepared  to  attack  the  Audrians, 
whom  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  drive  before  him  to  Vienna. 

*  The  famous  M.  Shee>  wh«  accompanied  Hoche  on  this  expedition,  having  been 
feixed  with  a  fie  of  the  gout,  a  little  before  they  landed,  would  have  been  left  on  the 
beach,  but  for  the  gallantry  of  the  genera),  who  adually  tock.  him  upon  his  back  and 
carried  him  to  RochcUe,  which  wai  upwards  of  two  mWti  Crom  the  place  of  debarka* 
tiofl. 

P  p  Having 


578  moche. 

Having  thus,  in  lefs  than  two  months^  infufed  new  fplrit  anc 
dlfcipline  into  his  troops,  he  then  determined  to  take  the  fieki, 
and,  in  order  to  infpife  them  with  greater  confidence,  he  aflerteJ 
publicly,  "  that  it  was  impofTible  to  find  any. army  more  brave, 
or  better  difplined,  than  that  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe,  and  that 
whoever  commanded  fuch  foldiers  was  fure  of  beating  the 
enemy." 

Hoche  had  formed  the  projcft  of  croffing  the  Rhine  at  the 
bridge  of  Neuwiedc,  and  alCi  the  Sieg,  at  different  points  on  the 
fame  day.     Having  notified  the  rupture  of  the  armiflice  to  the 
Auftrians,  he  fent  ofFa  courier  to  the  diredlory,  to  intimate  "  that 
he  was  now  ready,  with  a  body  of  eighty-fix  thoufand  men,  to 
advance  towards  the  Danube,  and  oblige  the  enemy  to  fubnait  to 
a  peace  advantageous  to  the  republic."     He  accordingly  fet' for- 
ward, crolTed  the  Rhine,  the  pafTage  of  which,  by  Louis  XIV. 
in  1672,  was  deemed  fo  great  a  feat  as  to  be  recorded  in   medaU 
and  paintings,  without  any  diiEcuIty/  and  feized  on  the  heights 
of  Neuwied.     Having  carried  the  enemy's  works  with  the  bayo* 
net,  he  purfued  them  to  DierdorfF,  which  he  alfo  obliged  them 
to  abandon,  and  encaped  at  Montabaur  and  Altenkirchen.     On 
this  occafion  the  Auftrians  loft  one  thoufand  men,  and  bad  eight 
thoufand  more  taken  prifoners,  while  twenty-feven  pieces  of  can- 
non, feven  ftand  of  colours,  five  hundred  horfe,  and  a  great  quan- 
tity of  baggage  and  ammunition,  fell  into  the  hands  of  thecon- 
queror, 

A  few  days  after,  the  whole  army  had  croffed  the  Lahn,  and 
advanced  towards  Wetzlar  and  Herborn ;  Lefevre,  with  a  large 
column,  alfo  pafTed  the  Nidda,  and  proceeded  flraight  on  the  road 
to  Frankfort ;  in  (hort,  the  Aullrians  in  this  quarter  were  only 
faved  from  the  vengeance  that  now  menaced  them,  by  the  ar- 
rival of  a  courier  from  Italy,  with  difpatches,  intimating  that 
Buonaparte  liad  entered  into  an  armiftice  with  the  emperor.  In 
confequence  of  this,  Hoche  immediately  difpatched  the  follow- 
ing letter : 

*.*  To  the  Executive  Dtre^ory. 
«'  After  having  marched  thirty-five  leagues   in  four  days, 
and  been  viaorious  in  three  battles,  and  five  fldnnifhcs,   the 
•  6  army 
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ftrthy  of  tlie  Samtre  and  Meufc  has  learned  with  the  moft  lively 
emotion,  on  the  banks  of  the  Nidda,  that  a  peace  is  concluded. 
If  this  aft  of  beneficence  be  the  fruit  of  French  valour,  your 

labours  and  conftancv  have  not  a  little  contributed  to  tliat  event. 

■ 

**  Lazarus  Hoche." 

Hd  then  took  meafares  for  fccuring  a  regular  fupply  of  provi- 
fions  to  his  troops  j  fent  the  greater  part  of  a  million  of  livres^ 
which  Buonaparte  had  tranfmitted  from  Italy,  to  the  army  of. the 
Rhine,  and  diftributed.  recompences  among  the  generals  under 
him.  To  one  he  prefentcd  a.  horfe,  to  another  a  fword ;  and 
each  of  thefe  gifts  was  accompanied  by  a  note,  i;i  Which  he  ol>* 
ferved  '^  that  this  mark  of  his  friendihip  was  beflowed,-  in  con« 
lequence  of  their  attachment  to  the  republic." 

Having  now  forae  leifure,  his  adlive  mind  was  once  more  en- 
gaged in  a  new  projedt  for  effefting  a  defcent  in  Ireland :  ia 
confequence  of  this,  he  firft  repaired  to  Paris,  and  then  to  Hol- 
land ;  but  the  defeat  of  the  Dutch  fleet  under  admiral  De  Win- 
ter luckily  put  an  end  to  his  fcheme  at  the  very  time  he  was 
marching  a  body  of  troops  to  Breft. 

The  diredlory  being  now  at  a  lofs  for  a  general  of  reputation 
in  the  capital,  inftantly  fixed  its  eyes  on  Hoche ;  lie  was  foon 
after  nominated  minifter  at  war,  and  enjoyed  the  entire  confi- 
dence of  Barra^,  who  had  already  prepared  the  materials  for  the: 
explofion  that  fpeedily  erifued. 

In  the  m^an  time,  the  party  in  oppofitiotj  to  the'govcrriment 
fufpefling  that  Hoche  had  not  arrived  at  the  age  pointed  out  by 
the  conflitution,  prevailed  on  the  council  of ^five; hundred  to  fend 
a  melTage  to  the  executive  power,  to  inquire  into  the  faft:  on 
this  the  general  refigned,  and  repaired  to  Charleville,  \y}ierc  he 
had  ftationed  a  body  of  troops  for  the  purpofe,  as  is  fnpppfed,  of 

*  1 *• 

marchine  to  Paris.     Having  countermanded  the  orders  to  this 
cffedl*  he  fet  off  for  the  head  quaiters  of  his  army. 

Notwithflandihg  the  party  of  the  r6yalifts  was  gaining  ground 
diily  in  the  legiflature,  and  the  health  of  Hoche  now  began  to  de- 
cline, hedetermmcd  to  celebrate  the  anniverjary  of  the  lotfaof  Avh- 
guft  with  great  pomp,  and  on  that  occafioft  pronounced  afpecch  to 
■'  P  p  2      *  -:.>..     ^he- 
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« 

the  army,  in  which  he  alluded  ^o  recent  events,  and  threatened 
to  punifh  the  perfidy  of  the  triumphant  fadlion.  After  a  grand 
field  day,/a  fumptuous  entertainment  was  given,  and  during  the 
defert  a  variety  of  energetic  toafls  were  drank,  all  of  which  were 
printed  and  affixed  throughout  the  {Ireets  of  Paris. 

While  Hoche  difpatched  two  confidential  officers,  Cberin  and 
Angereau,  to  affift  in  the  revolution  that  enfued  in  a  few  days 
after  their  arrival  in  Paris,  he  hipifelf  was  labouring  under  a 
mortal  difeafe.  His  phyiicians  prcfcribed  the  warm  bath  and 
repofe,  and  he  was  pdvifed  to  retire  to  Metz.  This,  however, 
he  refufed  to  comply  with ;  and  on  a  meiTenger  arriving  with 
intelligence  of  the  events  of  the  iSth  FruHidor^  he  got  out  of  hb 
'bed,  exclaiming,  *•  The  rppublic  triumphs  !" 

He  was  at  length  intruded  with  the  command  of  the  army 
of  the  Rhine,  on  which  he  inftantly  repaired  to  Strafburgh. 
There,  however,  he  became  worfe,  in  confcquence  perhaps  of  a 
recipe  he  had  received  from  a  German  empiric  whom  be  had 
fecretly  confulted.     He  at  length   perceived  that  death   was 
fad  approaching,  and  prepared  for  the  event  with  an  undaunted 
miod.     At  thi$  crifis  his  thoughts  were  neither  occupied  a1x>ut 
himfelf  nor  his  family^    Pericles,  in  a  fimilar  fituation,  confoled 
hipfelf  with  the  idea  that  no  citizen  had  worn  mourning  on  his 
account ;  Hoche  refledled  with  equal  pleafure  on  the  pacification 
of  La  Vendee.  Although  he  could  hardly  find  breath  to  utter  his 
fentimehts,  he  beflowed  prefents  on  the  officers  of  his  army  who 
furrounded  his  bed :  to  one  he  gave  a  horfe,  to  another  his  gold 
repeater ;  and  he  notified  to  government  the  places  and  (lations 
for  which  the  reft  were  beft  calculated,     felis  laft  words  were 
occupied  about  his  native  country :  "  Adieu,  my  friends!  tell 
the  direftory  to  keep  its  eye  upon  Belgium  !**    Having  faid  this, 
his  eyes  became  fixed  in  his  head,  and  he  expired  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  ^6th  of  September  1 797. 

Thus  perifhed,  as  is  fuppofed  by  poifon  *,  general  Lazarus 

Hoche* 

*•  Here  follovn  tbe  account  gWen  by  th«  tjften  tfbiskh  (m  the  mescal  men  an 
novf^ttiriMd  In  Franc«)  oa  opening  the  b«dy  1 

*'  Veftomat  et  lei  iatestint  one  ec^  ouTertt  dani  toftte  leur  loagueur :  k  prrsuer  j 

pre* 
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HiKrhe,  who  muil  be  aUowed  (national  prejudices  apart)  to  have 
been  one  of  the  greatell  officeFS  of  his  age.  .  To  have  rifen  from 
the  ranks  to  the  command  of  an  army,  was  no  great  achieve- 
ment in  times  and  in  a  country  like  his  pwn;.  but  to  have  dif- 
played  the  genius  of  a  veteran  general  in  the  field,  of  a  confum- 
mate  ftatefman  in  the  cabinet ;  to  have  ix>nquered  the  external  ene- 
mies of  his  country  in  feveral  pitched  battles ;  and  to  have  put  an 
end  to  a  civil  war  the  moft  formidable  and  difaftrous  that  perhaps 
ever  occurred,  arc  no  common  merits.  Let  it  be  recolIeAed  too, 
that  he  had  not  yet  reached  his  thirtieth  year,  and  that  he  had 
iucceffively  pafled  through  the  various  gradations  of  a  ft^bk  boyi 
a  recruit,  a  corporal^  and  a  drill  ferjeantt  before  he  became  eve^ 
a  fubaltern  o0icer. 

The  army  of  the  Sambre  and  Meufe  was  inconfolable  for  the 
death  of  Hochc ;  and  his  widow,,  jilthough  ftie  had  juft  brought 
him  a  pledge  of  their  reciprocal  af&Sion,  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  leave  the'  body.  A  cannon,  fired  every  quarter  of  4a 
hour,  firft  announced  the  melancholy  event. 

On  the  fourth  day  the  corpfe  was  laid  in  fiate,  in  an  apartment 
<:overed  with  black  and  lighted  with  two  fepulcbral  lamps.  His 
fword  and  fabre  tied  cro(s-wife  by  means  of  his  fcarf,  the  whole 
covered  with  crape  and  interlaced  with  a  crown  of  laurel,  were 
depofited  on  the  coffin,  which  was  furmounted  by  a  crown  of 
oak  as  an  emblem  of  the  civic  virtues  of  the  deceafed:  The 
guard  of  honour  that  mounted  on  this  occafion  was  confided  to 
detachments  from  his  own  company  of  grenadiers,  and  the  corps 
of  guides,  who  during  three  years  bad  never  quitted  him. 
Thefe  were  relieved* every  hour. 

On  the  fifth  day,  at  noon,  the  fuaeral  proceffion,  which  was 
the  moft  magnificent  that  hs^d  been  witnefled  fince  th6  fall  of 

pr^fente  de  larges  taches  noirei  tu  centre,  et  moins  chargeet  de  cette  cpuleur  a  la  cir* 
coflference,  moochctect  par  placards,  avcc  del  feperstieni  tncr-eUea  et  lea  moucbeturea 
correfpond antes  a  la  tache  exterieore  beaiicod{»  plus  rapprochees  et  ^ref(|ue  cou- 
fondues/*  Hocbe  himl'elf,  according  to  bis  ITiograpber,  feems  to  have  been  of  opl^ 
nion  that  bis  di^mpf  r  was  produced  by  poifon : 

'■  "  Mais  fur  la  fin  de  fa  vie  fe  fentaAt  confumi  d'an  feu  que  rein  At  pouvok 
^teiadic,  il  dii  a  fea  amis  f  »*r/yr  croyait  vetu  de  la  nhe  dt  NeJ/ui**  • 
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the  throne,  fet  out  from  Wetzlar  for  Coblcntz,   wliere  the 
corpfe  was  to  be  depo&tC(i|  in  the  following  order  : 

An  Advanced  Guard  of  Hufiars ; 

Six  pieces  of  Artillery  with  MatrofTes ; 

A  Company  of  Grenadiers; 

Two  Squadrons  of  Huflars ; 

Two  of  Chaffeurs ; 

A  Company  of  Grenadiers ; 

Military  MufiC  j 

Four  Guides  on  Horfeback,  carrying  the  Standard  prciented  tQ 

the  Company  by  the  General ; 

The  Hearse  with  the  Coffin,  containing  the 
BODY  OF  HOCHE, 

Covered  with  Black,  and  drawn  by  Six  Horfes  caparifoned 

in  the  fame  manner ;    . 

Two  of  the  General's  Aidcs-de-Camp  ; 
Two  Adjutaiit  Generals, 
.   .  At  each  of  riic  corners  of  the  Hearfe; 

Eight  Guides  with  lighted  Torches  immediately  behind  the 

Officers ; 

The  Company  of  Grenadiers  appertaining  to  Head  Quarters^ 

mardiiftg  in  files  on  each  fide,  with  their  arms  revcrfed  ^ 

General  Officers ; 

Officers  compofing  the  Staff  of  the  Army ; 

A  Detachment  of  Guides ; . 

Military  Mufic  j 

Two  Companies  of  Grenadiers ; 

And 
A  Squadron  of  Dragoons. 

K,falvo  of  twelve  pieces  of  cannon  and  fevcral  difcharges  of 
xnufquetry  announced  the  removal  of  the  body  fr^m  the  apart- 
inerit  where  it  had  been  dcpofited ;  after  which  the  procefiion 
fet  forward  amidft  the  tolling  of  bells  and  the  moft  lugubrious 
airs  of  the  muficians.     The  approach  of  the  corpfe  to  every 

village 
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village  was  notified  by  a  difcharge  from  fix  pieces  of  cannon ; 
and  the  bells  continyed  to  be  rung,  the  artillery  tofalute,  and  the 
troops  to  turn  out  under  arms,  all  the  way  to  Coblentz. 

At  Braunsfels,  the  reigning  prince  announced,  by  means  of  an 
officer,  that  he  was  defirous  to  pay  all  xlue  honoius  to  the^corpfe 
of  the  general ;  he  accordingly  anfwered  the  cannon,  denoting 
the  approach  of  the  proceflion,  with  a  difcharge  from  all  his 
artillery.  He  then  placed  himfelf  at  the  heads  of  fgyeral  regi- 
ments under  arms,  and  being  furrounded  by  all  his  hoiifehold, 
waited  at  Coblentz  for  the  arrival  of  the  body,  which  he  faluted 
feveral  times,  while  his  troops  paid  the  ufual  military  honours. 

About  lialf  a  league  from  Weilbourg,  part  of  the  general.  ftafF, 
with  the  colours  of  the  army,  which  were  placed  before  the  bier, 
and  followed  by  a  detachment  oi  gendarmerie  and  cavalry,  joined 
the  proceffion.  .  . 

At  the  entrance  into  Coblentz  the  magiftrates  and  principal 
inhabitants,  clothed  in  mourning,  united  with  the  cavalcade.  The 
garrifon  was  drawn  up  in  two  lines  in  the  ftrects,  which, were 
lighted  with  funeral  lamps;  and  the  hearfe  proceeded,  aihidll  the 
found  of  bells  and  military  mufic,  to  a  hall  hung  with  black, 
where  it  was  depofited  during  that  night. 

Next  day  the  governor  of  thefortrefsof  Ehronbreftein,  having 
received  intimation  of  the  event,  drew  out  the  troops  of  the  gar- 
rifon and  lined  the  right  fide  of  the  road  (the  left  being  occupied 
by  the  republican  army}  all  the  way  from  his  advanc'ed  pofis  to 
the  borders  of  the  Rhine,  wliile'the  cannon  of  the  fortrefs  kep^ 
up  an  unceafxng  fire.  The  Auftrian  commander,  and  all  the  , 
officers  of -his  ilaffi  accompanied  the  body  ufjitil  it  had  left  hl^ 
juri(di(^ion*  *  ^r 

The  proceffion  was  llkewife  received  on  the  oppofite  banl;^ 
amidft  difcharges  of  artillery  and  gun-boats,  aiul  a  continual  fire 
of  infantry.  . 

Thirty  general  officers,  carrying  torches,  accompanied  the 
hearfe  on  loot,  around  which  now  appeared  four  Roman  enCgns, 
furmounted  by  crowns  of  oak  and  laurel,  on  which  the  following 
infcriptions  appeared  both  in 'French  and  German  : 
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General  and  commander  in  chief  at  24     ' 

years * , .  ^ .    ift  year  of  the  republic. 

He  raifed  the  blockade  of  Landau  . .  .*;   ad  year. 

He  pacified  La  Vendee , . , , 3d  and  4th  year. 

He  conquered  at'Neuwicd. ...,....,  5th  year. 
He  chafed  the  freebooters  from  his  army  5th  year. 
He  overwhelmed  the  coafpirators.  •  • . .   5th  year. 


I 


Two  of«his  aides-de-camp  followed  immediately  afterwards, 
and  thefe  were  fucceeded  by  all  the  general  ofiBcers, 

Having  moved  flowly  throligh  Coblentz,  the  proccffion  reach- 
ed the  fort  of  Peterfberg  amidft  frequent  falvos  of  artillery  and 
difcharges  of  niufketry,  to  which  the  Auftrians  replied  regu- 
larly ;  and  there,  in  the  centre  of  the  principal  b^flion  were 
depofi^d  the  remains  of  general  La^aiTis  Hoche,  in  the  fame 
tomb  with  thofe  of  Marceau. 

Four  cypreffes,  and  the  enfigns  mentioned  before,  were  plant- 
ed around  the  grave,  "  from  the  bottom  of  which,*"  to  ufe  the 
language  of  Rouflilin,  **  he  ftill  fecmcd  to  menace  the  enemy." 
The  generals  Lefevre,  Championhet,  'and  Grenier,  delivered 
funeral  orations  over  the  corpTe,  compofed  lefs  in  the  language 
of  the  fchopls  than  of  the  heart.  When  they  were  about  to 
feparates  a  fimple  grenadier,  flarting  unexpedledly  from  the 
ranks,  and  feizing  a  wreath  of  Iaur«l,  advanced  towards  the  coffin, 
and  exclaimed,  while  tears  flarted  from  his  eyes ; 

**  Hoche  !  1  prefent  you  this  crow^,  in  the  name  of  ^n  army 
which  you  taught  to  conquer." 

On  the  loth  Vendemaire^  the  death  of  this  general  was  cele- 
brated at  Paris  with  great  pomp,  on  which  occafion  the  dirc^or 
Reveillere  pronounced  a  funeral  difcourfe;  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  Eymer,  the  eloge  of  Hoche  became  the  fub- 
je6l  of  a  prize,  and  Chenier,  at  once  a  bard  and  a  legiflator, 
has  celebrated  his  memory,  which  even  the  enemies  of  his  na- 
tion mud  ref]>e£l,  in  fome  exquiiite  veffes.  His  portpit  is  worn 
by  many  of -the  inhabitants  of  La  Vendee  ;  at  Pont  de  Segre  a 
nuufoleum  is  ere&ed  to  his  honour ;  and  Bancelin,  one  of  the 

inhabitants 
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iphablt^tsof  that  nei£;libo)irhood,  and  coiDmiflary  of  the  ex^qa-^ 
tiyc  ppwcr,  has  ^nvit^d  l^is  farvivipg  parent  to  partake  of  h'n 
haufe  apd  his  fortune,  anJ  reQde  with  him  during  the  refna\n« 
dcr  of  bis  Ijfe  In  the  Quality  of  an  adopted  father* 


■T*W«R^^»**"fP 


JEFFERY  LOflD  AMHERST, 

The  late  lord  Amherft  was  bom  January  29,  17 17,  at  Rlver-p 
beadf  in  Kent,  and  named  JefFery  after  his  father,  who  po0ei&4 
a  fmall  eftate  there.  His  mother  ^yas  a  Mils  Kerril,  of  Hadlow» 
jn  the  fame  county. 

Some  attempts  have^heen  made,  in  a  periodical  publication  *t 
to  trace  the  family  to  Hamo,  a  Saxon  baron,  and  alfo  to  a  biihpp 

of  the  fame  name,  who  is  faid  to  have  robbed  the  church  to 

» 

enrich  his  relations  f ;  but  it  is  a  very  common  appellation  in 
many  parts  of  Kent,  and,  were  conjecture  to  .be  indulged,  it 
might  not  -wear .the  face  of  improbability  to  fuppofe  that  it  was 
onginally  locaU  having  been  adopted  by  fomebody  who  termed 
himfelf  De  Hurjl^  from  his  woodlands,  or  part  of  a  foreft  either 
poflTeJOfed  or  inhabited  bv  him. 

Having  an  elder  brotner,  Sackville,  to  whom  the  family  for^ 
tune  was  to  devolve,  JefFery,  the  fecond  fon,  dedicated  himfelf 
'  to  the  profeiE.on  of  arms.  He  accordingly  entered  the  fervice  at 
a  very  early  period,  for  he  received  his  firft  commiflion  as  an 
enfign  in  the  guards,  in  1731,  when  he  was  only  fourteen  years 
^  of  age ;  and  by  the  time  he  was  twenty-five  he  became  aide'<U^ 
camp  to  the  then  general,'  afterwards  lord  Ligonier.  In  this 
capacity  he  accompanied  that  officer  into  Germany,  and  was  pre- 
fent  at  Roucox,  and  the  p:iore  memorable  battles  of  Dettingea 

•  The  Gent.  Mag.  for  1797. 
f  The  charge  it,  **  quod  tenettcntajn  apud  Fiahnbam  tradidit  fratri  fuo  in  feodo 
pro  mlmoio  pretio.*' 

and 
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and  Ifontcnpy.  As  his  family  connexions  were  refpeftablc,  and 
fie  Jifmleir.confpicuous  for  his  merits  he  found  means  to  be  ad- 
mitted  on  the  llaff  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland;  with  whom  he 
is  known  to  have  been  prefent  at  the  engagements  of  Laffeld  and 
Haftenbeck ;  and  it  is  fuppofed  that  he  ferved  under  his  royal 
highnefe  during  two  other  periods  vei^  different  in  point  of 
glory  :  the  viftory  of  Culloden,  and  -the  convention  of  Clofter 
camp. 

The  duke  ftiade  appoint  of  providing  for  all  his  JuIUy  and 

young  Amherft,  who  by  this  time  had  attained  a  colonel's  com- 
mifliony  was  appointed  in*  1756'to  the  command  of  the  fifteenth 
regiment  of  foot ;  in  two  years  more  he  obtained  the  rank  of 
major-general  m  the  army.  '  '  • 

•  On  the  commencement  of  hoftilltics  with  France,  in  i757»  ^^ 
was  determined  to* make  America  the  feat  of  war,  and  William 
Pitt,  afterwards  earl  of  Chatham,  by  aroufing  the  fleeping  genius' 
of  his-  country,  enabled  it  to  achieve  prodigies  of  valour  and 
^lory.    With  a  penetration  that  rcflefled  honour  on  his  abilities, 
he  feleScd  men  of  genius  to  a6l  under  him.     Major-general 
Wolfe,  who  had  deftingul/lied  hi'mfelf  at  the  battle  of  Lafeldt, 
by  his  military  talents,  when  fcarccly  twenty  years  of  age,  was 
an  officer  of  his  nomination^  and  the  fate  of  tliat  gallant  youth,' 
who  died  in  the  arms  of  victory,  and  the  conqueft  of  Canada 
that  fbon  followed,  are  events  known  to  every  Reader  of  hlftory. 
It  was  with,  this  hero  that  major-general  Amherft  was  def- 
tincd  to  co-operate  after  forming  a  junftion  on  the  banks  of  the 
liver  St.  Lawrenctei.     Loiiifbourg,  the  capital  of  Cape  Breton, 
andtlie  frourge  of  the  Engliili  trade,  being  accbunted  a  ftrong  - 
place,  'although  it  had  been    formerly  feiz^d  by  'a  fmall  fleet* 
•under  'Sir  Peter  Warren,  aided  by  a  body  6f  Americans,  com- 
ifianded  by  Sir  William  Peppcrell ;  it  was  determined  once  more    * 
to  get  poffeffion  of  it.    On  this  occafion  admiral  Bofcaw  en  com- 
manded the  naval  torces,  dnd  general  Amherft  the  troops  of  the 
line ;  and  although  the  garrifon  was  exceedingly  ftrong,  yet  fo 
fuccefsful  were  the  placjs  and  operations  -of  the  commanders, 
that  the  town  was  at  length  taken  ^,  and  all  the  French  made 

♦  July  26,  1758. 
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prifenen  of  war*.  Frontenac,  and  Fort  du  Quefne,  in  the  famtt 
neighbourhood,  ej^erienced  a  fimilar  fate,  and  >vere  immediately" 
joccupied  by  Englifh  troops. 

General  Amhorft  foOn  received  the  reward  due  to  his  fucccfi, 
for  on  the  30th  of  September,  1758,*  ht  was  appointed  com*- 
xnauder  in  chief  of  all  the  forces  in  North  America  in  the 
room  of  general  Abercrombie,  and  at  the  fame  time  received 
another  regiment  (the  fiJ^tieth  of  royal  American),  which  feems 
ever  after  to  have  been  confidered  as  ai>  oiBcial  appendage  to 
this  ffation,  ' 

'  The  miniftry  then  in  power,  confifting' of  Mr.  Pitt  and  hh 
colleagues,  conceiving  that  the  Britifh  colonies  could  never  be 
deemed  fecure  while  the  French  were  in  pofleffion  of  Canada,  it 
length  formed  the  plan  of  fttipping  Louis  XV.  of  that  extenfivt 
province.  To  this  they  veere  alfo  incited  by  other  motive^ 
-dilated  by  the  interefts  of  commerce ;  for  the  trade  in  peltry 
would  be  then  monopolized  by  Great  Britain,  the  northern  * 
fifhcriea  would  entirely  appertain  to  her,  and  her  fleets  of  mer- 
chantmen would  be  enabled  to  fteer  in  fafety  both  to  and  from 
their  deftined  ports  without  the  dread  of  beirfg  piclced  up  by  the 
enemy's  cruiiers.  The  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  colonics, 
called  the  middle  JIates,  were  in  particular  anxious  for  the  con- 
quell  of^.  Canada,  and  they  confidered  their  future  fafety  as  in- 
timately tonnedled  with  the  fucccfs  of  the  r?.eafurc ;  nay,  if  we 
are  to  credit  the  conjcdlures  of  fome,  a  few  enlightened  natives 
of  the  tranfatlantic  continent  already  perceived  that  it  Would 
tend  not  a  little  to  promote  their  futurejndepehdence. 

It  was  accordingly  determined,  in  1759,  that-general  Amherfl:, 
at  the  head  of  twelve  thoufand  men,  fhould  penetrate  into  the 
interior  by  means  of  the  lakes,  make  himfelf  maftcr  of  Ticon- 
deroga  and  Crown  Point,  eftablifti  a  naval  force  in  the  Cham- 
plain,  defcend  by  means  of  the  Soril,"  which  empties  itfelf  into 

*.Tbe  chief  merit,  on  this  occafion,  certainly  appertains  to  Wolfe,  who  made  good 
his  landing  at  the  bead  of  a  column  of  troo'ps,  notwithrftandmg  a  fevere  fire  was  kept 
up  by  the  enemy.  It  was  he  who  iilenced  the  ifland  battery,  and  condruded  the 
redoubts  that  firft  annoyed,  and  finally  occaAoned  either  the  furrende^  or  dcilrudton 
of  all  the  men  of  war  in  the  hatbeur.  It  was  he  alfo  who  undertook  the  majiagemeM 
of  the  advanced  work,  and  made  a  loii;^menc  ia  the  place,  after  which  It  capitulated 
{flumediatcly. 

th^ 
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the  St.  Lawrence,  and  attack  the  capital;  while  general  W^olfe 
and  admiral  Saunders  were  to  enter  the  fame  river  at  its  confluence 
with  the  fca,  and  co-operate  in  the  redudion  of  Qucbecr  Xbis 
filan  appeared  admirably  calculated  for  fuccefs ;  but,  like  all  pro- 
JeSs  of  ;i  complex  nature,  it  proved  exceedingly  difficult  in  tbc 
execution. 

The  com^iandcr  in  chief  having  fct  out  with  ojoe  of  the  bcft 
appointed  armies  that  had  ever  been  Beheld  in  North  America, 
arrived  on  the  24th  of  July  before  Ticonderoga,  wjiich  he  foand 
abandoned,  and  fet  on  fire  by  the  enemy.     One  important 

m 

point  was  now  gained,  but  much  ftill  remained  to  be  done. 
The  troops  had  failed  up  jLake  George  with  their  (lores,  ammuni- 
j^ion,  and  provifion ;  for  the  navigation  of  Lake  Champlain  it, 
Jiowev?!:,  became  abfolutely  ncceflary  to  carry  not  only  the(b, 
but  the  boats  al(b  which  had  conveyed  them,  acrofs  the  neck 
of  land  that  lies  between  thofe  extenCve  waters.  While  em* 
ployed  in.  this  fatiguing  c^ratioti,  the  general  learned  that  the 
French,  deeming  Crown  Point  untenable,  had  evacuated  that 
place,  which  he  inftantly  prepared  to  fortify  ;  and  Niagara  hav- 
ing at  the  fame  time  furrendered  to  the  troops  and  Indians  under 
Sir  William  Johnfon,  every  profpeft  of  fuccefs  vvas  held  out- 
It  W4S  neccffary,  however,  to*  overcome  the  French  fiuUla  on 
Lake  Champlain  ^  a*  large  garrifon  was  at  tlie  fame  time  to  be 
reduced  in  the  IJle  aux  Noix^  which  was  fortified  by  means  of  a 
/brn)idable  train  gf  artillery.  In  order  to  oppoC?  thcfe  with  efle£l, 
it  Wi^s  necefiary  to  build  a  little  fleet.  Acordingly  ahrigantine, 
a  floop,  and  a  radeau^  were  put  upon  the  flocks,  ^nd  completed 
with  wonderfi^l  celerity ;  and  on  the  I  ith  of  Oi^ober  the  whole 
arorj^tpent  was  re;^y  to  begin  the  expedition :  but,  after  ibme 
flight  fuccefs,  the  hafty  approach  of  winter  in  thofe  northern 
re^ioiis  fruArated  all  their  hopes  for  a  time ;  in  fbort,  it  appears 
that  they  were  too  late  by  a  couple  of  months  in  commencing 
fo  formidable  an  enterprife.  It  was  therefore  determined  to 
i;et\4rn  to  Crown  Point,  to  put  it  in  a  fiate  of  defence,  and  to 
prepare  to  fet  out  early  in  the  fpring  to  complete  the  original 
nlan,  '  /      . 

In  the  mean  time  tlie  gallant  Wolfe  had  appeared  before 

3  *  •     Quebec, 
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Qpebcc,  and,  although  unfupported  by  the  grand  afmy,  headed 
by  thej:ommander  in  chief,  as  had  been  expefled,  he  fat  dowii 
fccforc  that  place.  Never  perhaps  was  a  more  arduous  entcrprife 
formed ;  yet,  in  fpite  of  many  unforefeen  difficulties,  from  the 
nature  of  the  ground,  the  fuperiorlty  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
ftrength  of  the  city,  he  at  length  fucceeded.  Knowing  that,  un*^ 
lefs  he  beat  the  covering  array,  he  could  not  hope  to  make  him- 
felf  mafter  of  the/place,  his  found  means  to  bring  it  to  af^ion, 
and  on  the  plains  of  Abraham  gained  a  battle  which  decided 
his  own  fate  and  that  of  Canada,  of  which  he  alone  can  be 
juftly  termed  the  conqueror. 

'  The  main  objeft  of  the  expedition  having  been  thus  achieved 
by  means  of  a  mere  detachment,  it  now  only  remained  to  attain 
a  naval  fupcriority  on  -Lake  Champlain,  to  take  pofleffion  of, 
and  occupy  its  principal  Ifland,  and  then  to  feize  on  Montreal. 
To  accomplifh  thefe  defigns  no  lefe  than  three  fmall  armies 
were  put  in  motion  :  one  from  Quebec,  .where  the  EngKih  flag 
was  now  flying  under  general  Murray ;  another  from  Crown 
Point,  under  colonel,  afterwards  general  Haviland;  while  the 
commander  in  chief  was  to  crofs  the  Ontario,  enter  the  St.  Law* 
rence,  and  take  pofleffion  of  Montreal,  the  only  place  of  any 
note  then  appertaining  to  t^rance.  AH.  this  was  accoi'Angly 
effected  on  the  8th  of  September  1760,  without  firing  a  gun,<the 
French  general^ having  capitulated  on  condition  of  being  fcnt 
home  with  the  troops. 

In  confequencfe  of  fo  fortunate  an  event,  all  Canada  at  length 
formed  part  of  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  and  it  has  Re- 
mained in  her  pofTeffion  ever  flnce,  lucky  in  having. thus  efcaped 
from  the  dominion  of  a  government,  the  bafis  of  whrcli  was 
defpotifm,  to  the  protedlion  of  one  of  a  far  milder  and  more 
grateful  afpect. 

General  Amherft,  who  had  obtained  the  credit  of  this  briU 
liant  conqueft,  remained  in  America  until  1763,  when  he  rc- 
turtied  home.  During  Mr.  Pitt's  fuccefsful  adminidration  he 
received  every  reward  that  his  fervices  merited,  for  in  176 1  he 
was  prcfented  with  one  of  the£rll  ribbands  of  tlie  Bath  which  his 

majefty 
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inajedy  had  t6  beflow,  and  about  the  fame  time  he  was  afio  af^ 
pointed  governor  of  Virginia. 

On  September  21^  1768^  he  was,  however,  difmified  fronoL  all 
his  employments.  So  fudden  and  unexpected  a  difgrace  is  laid 
to  have  enfued  in  qonfequence  of  his  attachment  to  the  grear 
commoner  of  that  day  who  was  th^n  out  of  place;  this  ecHpfe^ 
however,  was  of  veiy  fhort  duration,  for  he  was  foon  readmitted 
to  favour,  and  received  frcfh  marks  of  the  royal  bounty.  In 
ihort,  he  was  not  only  reappointed  to  the  command  of  die 
£xtieth,  which'had  been  conferred  on  general  Gage,  but  alfp  no- 
minated to  the  third  regiment  of  foot,  and  declared  the  head  of 
the  ftafF  of  Great  Britain,  in  confequence  of  which  the  army  at 
home  was  placed  under  his  control. 

We  have  now  only  to  record  his  undeviating  fuccefs  and  ad- 
vancement. In  177 1  he  was  appointed  to  the  lucrative  govern- 
ment of  Guernfey;  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  next  year  became 
lieutenant-general  of  tlie  ordnance.  Having  refigned  the  latter 
in  favour  of  general  Howe,  he  was  recompenfed,  on  the  death  of 
the  late  lord  Harrington,  with  the  fecond  troop  of  grenadier 
guards ;  and  on  the  demife  of  lord  Cadogan  he  obtained  the 
fecond  troop  of  horfe  guards.  On  the  redudion  of  the  latter 
be  had  the  fecond  regiment  of  horfe  guards  conferred  upon  him. 

Honours  of  a  lefs  lucrative  kind  were  not*  wanting  to  diAin- 
guifh  this  favourite  of  fortune.  On  May  20,  1776,  he  was 
created  baron  Amherft  of  Holmefdale  in  the  countv  of  Kent; 
.on  Auguft  18,  1788  (having  no  heirs),  he  received  another  pa- 
tent of  peerage,  as  baron  Ainherfl.  of  Montreal,  with  remainder 
to  his  nephew,  the  fon  of  a  you^nger  brother,  then  dead ;  and  he 
tyas  a£tually  offered  an  earldom,  fcven  years  afterwards,  which 
he  declined. 

In  the  mean  time  his  intereft  and  credi.t  at  court  feemed  to 
increar(f  daily.  In  1778  he  was  appointed  commander  in  chief 
of  the  army  of  England;  and  io  x  779  he  was  made  <:oloncl  of 
the  fecond  troop  of  life  guards,  in  confequence  of  which  he  be- 
came one  of  the  two  goldjiicks  *. 

In 

*  The  two  colonels  of  the  two  regiinenti  of  life  guards  attesd  ia  rotation  at  St. 

Jtmes'si 
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In  confequence  of  the  rc-eftablifhment  of  the  ftafF  he  was 
oTice  more  appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  of  Great 
BfHaih,  January  i3d,  1795,  which  Was  fconiukTcd  as  an  injufiice 
tb  general  Conway,  tlie  oldefl  officer  m  the  fervice,  and  to  vvhom 
the  fituation  of  courfe  appertained  by  fenlority  ;  it  is  alfo  I'.J  to 
have  given  great  offence  toothers  who  had  been  longer  on  the 
cftaKlifliment  than  himfelf,  one  of  whom*  was  of  the  blood 
royal. 

It  being  at  length  determined  to  confide  the  command  of  the 
army  to  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  York,  his  majefly's  fe- 
cond  fon,  a  refignation  on  the  part  of  his  lordfliip  was  expe£led, 
and  he  had  the  offer  of  an  earl's  coronet  oh  this  occafion,  which 
he  declined;  but  on  the  30th  of  July,  1796,  he  accepted  the 
rank  of  field-marflial. 

His  lordihip's  incfreafing  age  and'infirmities  had  rendered  him 
unfit  fdr  public  bufiriefs  nearly  two  years  before  this  period,  and 
he  now  retired  to  his  feat  at  Montreal  in  Kent  (fo  called  after 
the  town  of  the  fame  name  in  Canada),  where  he  died,  Auguft 
3,  1797,  in  the  eighty-firft  year  of  his  age.  His  remains  were 
interred  in  the  family  vault  in  Seven  Oaks  church  on  the  loth. 
The  ceremony  was  attended  with  very  little  parade ;  the  funeral 

fervice  was  performed  by  the  ^.ev.  Mr.  Curteis,  the  re6lor ;  the 
coffin  was  covered  with  black  velvet,  and  on  tlie  plate  was  in- 
fcribed  his  lordfhip's  name,  age,  and  titles. 

Lord  Amherft  had  been  twice  married:  firft,  to  Jane,  only 
daughter  of  Thomas  Dallifon,  of  Hampton  in  Kent,  Efq.  who 
died  January  7,  1765  ;  and  fecondly,  to  Elizabeth,  cldeft  daugl*- 
ter  of  general  George  Cary,  brother  to  vifcount  Falkland,  who 
furvives  him  ;  but  by  neither  had  he  any  iffue. 

As  an  officer  he  was  bold,  intrepid,  and  enterprifmg ;  a  drift 
difciplinarian,  but  the  friend  of  merit :  he  was  alio  remark- 
ed for  the  fimplicity  of  his  manners,  and  may  very  properly  be 
termed  a  fagacious,'  rather  than  a  great*  general.  Wh^n  the 
American  war  began  to  alTume  a  ferious  afpe£l,  he  was  invited 

James's,  on  which  occaHon  caf  h  carries  a  ftifT  or  baton,  called,  from  ihe  metal  with, 
which  it  is  oriiAjnenCed,  the  goldfikk. 

•  The  4uke  of  Cloacefter. 

to 
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to  repair  to  the  tfanfatlantic  continent,  and  afiume  tlie  chief 
command;  but  he  gave  a  decifivc  proof  of  his  difcretion  by  re- 
fufing  to  take  the  field  with  lefs  than  thirty  thoufand  men.  ]>fo. 
Englishman  was  better  acquainted  with  the  colonies,  and  thd 
difpofition  and  genius  of  their  inhabitants.  While  ferving  on 
that  flation  he  had  conceived  the  idea  of  an  American  peerage^ 
or  order  of  ariftocracy,  to  continue  during  life  only ;  and  he  him- 
fclf,  had  this  taken  place,  was  to  have  been  created  ^  peer  of  that 
defcription,  with  precedenceof  all  others.  Several  other  fchemes  of 
internal  regulation  were  alio  fuggefted  by  him,  but  not  adopted. 

As  commander  in  chief  in  great  Britain,  he  was  accufed  of 
facrificing  the  army  to  patronage;  and  during  his  continuance  in 
o£5ce  it  was  jocularly  obferved,  in  alluCon  to  his  too  ready  com- 
plifince,  that  there  were  many  oi  his  colonekftill  at  fchod. 

As  a  legiflator  he  generally. voted  with  the  minifter  of  the 
day,  and,  notwithftanding  he  had  been  brought  foi^ward  by  the 
popular  ihtere(t  he  conftantly  fided,  during  the  latter  period  of 
his  life,  with  that  party  who  affe£i  to  denominate  themfelves  the 
iing^s friends* 

In  private  life  his  charafter  (lood  high.  He  lived  within  bis 
income;  detefted  oilentation,  drefied  in  a  plain  garb,  and  was 
free  and  affable  in  his  communication  with  fociety.  His  own 
regiments  hav6  fuftained  a  great  lofs  by  his  demife,  for  he  was 
eager  to  promote  the  Interefts  and  the  advancement  of  all  the 
officers  under  him. 

Not  only  his  lordjfhip,  but*  two  of  his  brothers,  have  diftin- 
guiflied  themfelves  in  the  fervice  of  their  country.  John,  an 
admiral  of  the  blue,  died. February  la,  1778;  and  William,  a 
lieutenant-general  in  the  army,  whofe  Jon,  William  Pitt  Am- 
herd,  inherits  the  title  and  eftate,  on  .May  13,  1781. 

An  unexpeded  msctingof  the  brothws  having  occurred  near 
the  place  of  their  nativity,  his  lordfliip  commemorated  the  event 
on  the  very  fpot,  by  means  of  a  pillar  thirty- fix  feet  high,  ercS- 
cd  at  Montreal,  in  Kent;  the  infcfiption  of  vdhich  is  here  traa- 
fcribed. 


[Erft 
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[Firftjtdt^  facing  almoftfwlhHafl.  ]  ^ 

DEDICATED 

TO  THAT  MOST  ABLB  STATBSBf AK, 

BUHTNG   WHOSE   ADMINISTRATION 

CAPE  fi&ETON  AND  CANADA  WERE  CONQUERED; 

AND  FROM  WHOSE  INFLUENCI^ 

'      THE  BRITISH  A)lM8  DERIVED 

A  DEGREE  OF  LUSTRE 

UNPARALLELED  IN  PAST  AGES. 

[Second Jide.    Nortif-ea/l.'} 

^       '  TO  COMMEMORATE 

THR  PROVIDENTIAL  AND  HAPPY  MEBTINO 

OF  THE  THREE  BROTHERS 

ON  THEIR  PATERNAL  GROUND,' 

ON  THE  25TH  OF  JANUARY,  ^764, 

AFTER  A  SIX  YEARS  GLORIOUS  WAR, 

fN  WHICH  THE  THREE  WERE  SUCCESSFULLY  ENCAGED 

IN  VARIOUS  CLIMES>  SBASON^  AND  SERVICES, 

[Thlrdfiie.     Korth^wifi.'] 

LOUISBOURG  SURRENDERED, 

AND    SIX    FRENCH   BATTALIONS 

PRISONERS  OF  WAR,  THE  26th'OF  JULY,  I758; 

Fort  DU/quBSNE  taken  possession  of,  the  24TiroF 

NOVEMBER,  1758; 

NIAGARA  SURREKDERED  THE  25TH  OF  JULY,  I759; 

TICONDERAGO  TAKEN  POSSESSION  OF,  THE  26tH  OF  JULYy 

1759; 
fKOWN  POINT  TAKEH  POSSESStOM  OF,  THE  4TR  OP  AUGUST, 

^EBEC  CAPITULATBO  THB  i8TH  OF  StPTBMttIl>  J 759. 

Q.«   .    -  IFturtb 
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IFiurtbJidc.     SoutthWi/l,] 

FOUT  LEVI  SURRENDERED  TflE  ZS'^^  ^^  AUGUST,  I760  ; 
ISLE  AUX   KOIX  ABANDONED   THE  28tH  OF  AUGUST,  iy6o  ; 

M'ONTREAL  SURRENDERED, 
.  AND  WITH  IT  ALL  CANADA,  AND 
TEN  FRENCH  BATTALIONS  LAID  DOWN  THEIR  ARMS,  THE 

8tH  of  SEPTEMBER,  I760. 

ST.  JOHN*S,  NEWFOUNDLAND, 

RETAKEN  THE  i8tH  OF  SEPTEMBER,  176a- 

In  a  fmall  copfe,  on  an  eminence  that  overlooks  part  of 
Holmfdale,  is  eredted  a  ruftic  ihed,  on  the  walls  of  which  ap> 
pear  the  following  lines,  faid  to  be  written  by  lord  Amherft's 
fifter. 

While  neighboring  heights  affume  the  name 

Of  con(|uerM  lands,  welI4uu>wn  to  fame ; 

Here  mark  the  valley's  winding  way. 

And  lift  to  what  old  rjecords  fay, 

*^  Tl)e  winding,  vale  of  Holmfdale 

Was  never  won,  or  ever  ihall." 

^  The  prophecy  ne'er  yet  has  fatlM, 

No  human  pow'r  has  yet  prevaiFd 

To  rob  this  valley  of  its  rights, 

Supported  by  its  val'rous  wights. 

« 

When  foreigp^  cbnqueft  claim'd  our  land, 

Then  ro£e  our  fturdy  Holmfdale  band 

With  each  a  brother  oak  in  hand. 

An  arm^d  grove  the  conq'rpr  meet, 

And  for  their  ancient  charters  treat ; 

Refolv'd  to  die  ere  they  refign'd  1 

Their  liberties,  in  gavel-kind. 

Hence  freedom's  fons  inhabit  here, 
And  hence  the  world  their  deeds  revere  i 
In  war,  in  evVy  virtyovs  fray, 
A  man  of  Kent  fhall  win  the  day. 

Thus 


ITAHISLAUS-AUGUSTUl.  595 

Thus  may  our  queen  of  vtdlies-rcjgn 
While  Darent  giiilcs  into  the  maia ;         ' 
Darent;  wbofe  infant  reed  is  feen 
'yprearing  on  yon  btofem'id  green. 

Along  his  winding  paths  may  peace 
And  joyful  plenty  never  ceafe. 
Where'er  his  waters  roll  their  tide, 
May  hcav'n-born  liberty  abide  ! 


STANISLAUS- AUGUST  US, 

•• '  ■ 

KINO  or  POLAND,  &C.  &C. 

^Thb  caprice  and  inconftancy  of  f6rtune  were  fcatcely  ever 
more  flrikingly  difplayed  than  in  the  life  and  ^idventures  of  this ' 
{>rince.  Born  without  any  pretentions  to  a  throne,  he  ieems  to 
have  been  fitted  alone  for  the  tranquillity  of  a  pHvate  ftation  : 
happy,  indeed,  had  it  been  for  himfelf,  thrice  happy  for  his  un- 
fortunate country,  had  he  never  afpired  to  a  diadem  1  It  wns 
his  fate,  however,  to  wear  a  crown — to  be  prefented  with  and 
bereaved  of  a  fceptre  by  the  hands  of  a  capricious  female ;  to  bo 
elevated  from  the  rank  of  a  fubJeS  to  that  of  a  king ;  to  experi- 
^nco  ail  the  horrors  of  foreign  fubjugation,  while  feated  on  the 
throne  of  an  ancient  and  warlike  nation ;  to  be  made  a  prifoner 
by  a  few  defperate  infurgents,  who  carried  off  their  fovereign 
from  ^he  very  heart  of  his  capital ;  to  be  r^ftored  to  life  and 
2K)yalty,  al  if  by  a  miracle;  and  finally,  to  be  compelled  to  fpend 
the  renaainder  of  a  wretched  exiftence  ill  inglorious  exile.  Such 
were  the  viciflitudes  experienced  by  the  laft  king  of  Poland ! 

Staniflaus-Auguftus  Poniatowiky,  or,  as  he  was  called  by  bli 
own  countrymen,  Poniatoffjky^  was  born  January  17,  1732, 
O.  S.     He  was  the  third  fon  of  count  Poniatowiky^  who  had 

0/12  been 
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been  a  docneftic^  >n  the  noble  family  of  MIzielkiy  in  LicHaania;  sni 
who  having  found  meatls  to  get  introduced  to  Charles  XII.  was 
prefcnt  at  the  battle  of  Pultowa,  and  prevented  the  Swe  jifli  king 
from  falling  into  the  band$  of  the  czar  Peter,  an  zStion  at  once 
comraeroorated^ajid  immortalized  by  the  pen  of  Voltaire.  *  After 
the  return  of  thkt  celebrated  monarch  from  Turkey,  the  count 
attached  himfelf  to  the  unfortunate  Staniflaus  Lecziniky,  wh<^e 
exile  he  (hared  at  Deux  Fonts,  in  the  (lation  of  colonel  of  his 
Swedifh  guards.  But  being  of  an  ambitious  9nd  intriguing  turn, 
and  having  little  relifh  for  a  deferred  court  and  a  fugitive  mo- 
-narchj  he  is  faid  to  have  carried  on  a  fecret  correfpondence  with 
Auguftus  11 1-  That  fovcreign,  in  1^06,  at  the  inftance  of 
Charles  XII.  had  figned  a  formal  renunciation  of  the  throne  of 
Poland,  which  was  carefully  prcfervcd  by  his  rival.  Being 
anxious  to  obtain  pofleflion  of  fo  important  a  docuhient,  the 
reigning  king  employed  the  angency  of  Poniatowfky  on  this 

occafioQ, 


*  It  ji  wrl!  known  to  ill  who  arc  •rqutintedi  with  the  hiftory  of  Pobnd, 
nthiti  frequently  entered  into  the  fcrvice  of  the  great  families,  «nd  this  was  not  deem* 
ed  any  prejudice  either  to  their  birth  or  pretentions. 

An  author  of  gteat  reputation  expreiTes  himfelf  tn'the  foHowifig  traamcw  rtbtivc 
lo  the  king  and  bis  father :  .... 

**  l.e  comte  Stainflius  PoR^'arowflti^  connu  iuM  1e  monde,  avant  ft  royaute,  (vas  ic 
Doin  de  grand-pannctler  de  Llthu»nie,  a  eu  en  partage  U  beaur£  de  la  figure,  I'm 
noble,  ainfj  <jue  les'manines,  un  ezccrleur  impofant  Ke  avec  usi  (fprit  iif  et  penetnm 
il  a..eu  le  bonhenr  dVrre  c'.evc  par  fa  mere  la  princrfle  £<at»/C}ika»  foeur  de  gran4 
ahancelier  de  Ltthuanie,  et  da  palaiio  du  RuiTir*  Cette  dame  jotgnoit  a  I»iiai6*«nce 
la  plus  augullr,  en  Poiv^^ne  (puii4U>re  remoiuc  julqu'au  Jsgeilons,  aade&s  fintve. 
tains  de  L'uhuanic)  Tefprit  ?t  lesconnoitlWices  lei  plus  ctrai<n*s«  A  to«s  cea  %ard^ 
ellc  fe  trouvoit  di^ne  d'etre  V  pvuf.*  du  ce'ebri  comte  Poniatowflciy  plus  connu  dans  le 
nonde  ponr  avoir  etc  Taml  et  la  renbXirce  de  Chailes  XII.  roi  de  Swede^  fuparU 
tijxji  Jt  jeh  aoifit  que  lui  Leu)  a  tird  de  robfcuiite. 

/*  Toute  Pill uft ration  jlc  Pv>nuco«dki  vien  de  ce  ce'ebre  atanturier  qtt)>  tranfyone 
d*?  Tciat  de  dotttf  liiwiie  dans  la  maifun  de  Mialetki,  en  Lithuanity  parst  a  Cbarks 
Xil.  digne  sa  coat  dc  paxtager  Con  amicie  ct  fa  cojifiance.** 

'f-  «  Charles  XII.  ayant  quittc  la  Turqule,  ponr  reutrer  dans  fes  ^tatt,  le  comte 
Poniatowiki  s'attacha  a  riniortur^  Stanlfl^s,  et  partagfs  fon  (cjoor  a  Deux  Pooti. 
Ce  fut  pendant  ce  fcjour  <^ue  Ponistowiki,  toujours  intriguant,  ne  vojant  aocuoe  per- 
ife^ive  d>ne  fortune  biiliante,  u  la  fuite  d'un  roi  fugitif  de  firs  ^utes,  et  vinnt 

precairemeai 
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occafion,  and  that  nobleman  .is  reported  to  have  recurred  to 
xneansi  hot  very  honoorable  in  their  nature  to  procore  it.  No 
fooaer  was  this  accompli  (bed,  than  he  pofted  to  Warfaw,  aiid  was 
rewarded  with  the  hand  of  the  princefs  Ezatorylka,  by  whom  he 
had  ieveral  children.  The,  elded  of  thefe»  in  the  fequel,  became  1 
grand  chamberlain  of  Poland,  and  colonel  of  ^he  horfe-guards^ 
the  fecond  was  killed  in  1744,  at  the  fiege  of  Ypres,  while  zGt* 
ing  as  one  of  the  niarlhal  de  Noaille's  aides-de-camp ;  another  , 
entered  into  the  church,  and  after  receiving  fev^ral  rich  Polifli 
canonrieg,  at  length  obtained  the  mitre,  as  biihop  pf  P]oc7^k6 ; 
a  fourth  became  21  general  in  the  fervice  of  the  lioufe  of  Auftria, 
and  married  the  countefs  Kinfkit. 

The  fubje£l  of  thefe  memoirs  was  the  darling  of  his  mother,  - 
who,  although  (he  had  negledled  the  improvement  of  her  two . 
eldeft  children,  took  great  paiiis  to  form  tlie  mind  and  perfect 
the  education  of  her  third  fon.     While  fhe  infpired  him  on,  one 
hand  with  a  pafliop  for  glory,  which  in  the  end  condut^ed  him 
to  a  throne;  on  the  other  fhe  cherifljed  a  tafte  for  literature,  to 
which,  like  oneof  hFs  predeceflfors  *,  he  was  indebted  for  confola- 
tion  during  his^  misfortunes.     She  feemed  to  have  referved  all 
her  tendernefs  and  ^ll  h/er  c^re  for  this  darling  child ;  ihe  her* 
(elf  attended  to  his  inftruiSlion>  and  continued  to  fuperintend 
his  education,  even  after  he  had  been  put  under  a  preceptor. 
The  young  count,  who  was  uncommonly  attentive  to  his  ftudies, 
realized  the  hopes  of  his  acconfpHihed  parent  by  t!)«  rapid  im- 
provement made  by  him  in  every  blanch  of  Icience;  and  great 
hopes  were  entertained  by  bis  family,  that  he  would  prove  both 

ar>  ornament  to  it,  and  an  honour  to  his  country. 

"  ft 

precaireiDcnt  chez  un  autre,  con^ut  le  deiTein  le  plus  noir,  poiyr  k  racpommoder  avcc 
le  rival  de  Tun  ami.  li  ei^c  I'addrefle  d'enleter  ^  Staniila&  rabdicatjun  en  forme  qii' 
Ai|5ufle  p.  lui  avail  donnce  en  1706,  p^r  ordre  de  Charles  Xll.  Muni  de  «ccce 
piece,  il  courut  la  porter  a  Var^ovie,  a  Augufte  (i.  qui,  cbarmd  de  rimportance  da 
fervjce>  ec  de  la  creatute  qu*jl  Kquero-t,  lui  procura  foa  marnage  avec  la  princeiib 
}:,<aCoryika,  qui  oe  lui  apporca  pour  dot  qa*uii  graod  noai»  beaucoup  d^ambitioo,  et  le 
poAchant  Is  plus  d^diie,  pour  joucr  en  Pologoc  te  plus  grand  roL." 

Otuv.  Pofl,  de  M,  dt  Ru/bU/es,  p.  i^. 

4  ^  ^ 

*  Staninaiis*Lecziji/k/. 

0.^3  At 
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difficulty  obtained,  the  itifi^ia  of  the  white  eagU,  the  pnly  grder 
of  knighthood  at  that  time  exifting  in  Poland*  .'  A  drcumftance 
occurred  on  this  occafion,  which  was  CQiiiidei?d  as  ominous  of 
his  futyre  greatneft.  When  the  fovereign  Conors  the  invcili- 
ture  of  the  order»  it  is  cnftomary,  in  addition  to  the  ribban4«  to 
prefent  the  ftar,  round  which  is  embroidered  the  following  de- 
vice: 

1^0  FID£,  ]l£C£»  LEGE. 

Infiead  of  this,  it  happened,  hj  fome  accident,  that  a  royal 
.  badge  was  aifigned  to  the  new  knight  with  the  motto, 

•  • 

FRO  FIDE,  GREGEi  Lf  GE. 

No  fooner  was  the  mtllake  difcovercd  than  it  w^s  re&i$ed ;  but 
this  trifling  occurrence  excited  much  remark  at  the  time,  and 
when  Poniatowiky  afcended  the  throne,  it  was  confidered  as  a 
memorable  incident. 

On  his  return  to  Kuffia,'  the  young  plenipotentiary  did  not 
fail,  after  being  prefentcd  to  the  empre(s,  to  pay  his  refpefis  at 
the  little  court  of  Oranienbaum.  By  tlie  grand-ducheis  he  was 
of  couHe  received  with  every  mark  of  attention  ^  but  |ver  conibrt 
was  not  fo  much  attached  to  him  as  before,  for  he  was  treated 
with  great  coolnefs  by  that  prince,  and  his  vifits  were  foon 
after  difpenfed  with*  The  enterprifing  Pole  was  not  dtterred, 
however,  by  this  cipcumftance ;  on  the  contrary,  he  repaired  to 
the  gardens  which  overlook  the  gulph  of  Cronfiadt,  and  enter? 
ing  them  by  ftealth,  is  reported  to  have  procured  many  iccret  in- 
terviews with  the  ohje£t  of  his  adoration.  It  is  did  that  his  per- 
fon  was  at  length  recognized  one  fumroer's  evening,  and  orden 
were  iffued  by  the  gtand- duke  for  his  arreft*.     This  adventure 

having 

*  '<  La  jeufie  cour  ^tolt  dans  Tufage  de  fe  rendre  a  Oranienbaum  dans  k  fBois  de 
Riai.  Oft  un  chateau  bati  fur  la  golf  de  Cronlladt,  et  en  face  de  cette  ville/dont 
die  n^cft  (loignce  que  de  trois  quarts  d'heure  de  trajet  de  mer.  li  avoft  appartena 
au  fameez  priuce  Mentieoff',  qui  I'aroit  fait  cooftruire.  Londe  fa  difgncecn  1727, 
on  le  dcpouilla  de  tous  fas  biens  t  Oranienbaum  tomba  dana  le  fife  imperial  tt  Efisa. 
beih  en  gratjfia  (ba  ncvctt  Pierre  III.  pour  y  paOer  la  belle  faUbn  avec  fon  ^poufe  «t 

*  tout 
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liaviog  made  confiderabic  Qoife,  the  French  ani)  Aulbian  mi|)if« 
ters,  who  v^ere  alarmed  at  his  influence  with  the  future  empreft, 
contrived  to  reprefetit  it  in  fuch  a  liight  tQ  the  reigning  fovereign^ 
that  ihe  iigntfied  her  difeleafure  to  the  king  of  Poland,  and  let^ 
ters  of  recall  were  accordingly  tranfmitted  to  his  ininifler^  who 
after  procuring  fome  delay,  by  a^pretended-fit  of  ilfoefs,  found  it 
necefiary  to  leturn  once  more  to  his  native  country.   .  ^^    . 

'  He  accordingly  fet  out  for  Warfaw,  and  remained  for  a  con- 
£derable  time  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  capital  without  ariy 
public  ehipIoyiti^At.  Eut  an  unexpected  i&vei)t  occurred  focMi 
after,  that  extricated  him  again  from  obfcurity,  and  opened  4  new 
career  to  his  ambition. 

The  fudden  deathi  of  the  empre&  Elizabeth  *  tSc&ed  an  en- 
tire change  in  the  affairs  of  Europe,  for  it  faved  the  Prui&an 
monarchy  from  deftruftion,  and  involved  Denmark  in  the  moft 
imminent  peril.  The  reign  of  Peter  III.  was,  however,  {hart 
and  tragical,  and  the  towering  ambition'  and  mafculine  genius  of 
his  confort  finally  prevailed.     This  memorable  event  rekindled 

tmt  U  cour.  C*eft  la  aufli  qtt*il  avolt  des  casernes  pour  y  loger  deux  cent  ou  deux 
cent  cin<iuan(e  foldats  dii  H^lftetn^  tant  fanta(iins  que  dragons,  ec  qu'il  les  exetvoic 

*'  Fooiatowiki  n^ofoit  paroitre  ouvertement  a  Oranienbaum .     Car  qooiqae  Pierr«     * 
III.  ne  fuc  pas  jaloux  U  favoit  pourtant  b'.en  ^  quoi  fen  crnir  fur  la  naiflance  de  &c. 
Ac.     Ainii  le  cooite  Poniatow/ky  pris  le  parti  de  fe  deguifer,  et  de  cacher  ibn  ordrc 
de  I'aigle  blanc,  pour  allera  OraAienbaum.    JI  fe  prMoenoit  dans  les  alle'ss  o^  i]  favott 
ouc  la  grand  ducheffe  avoit  coutome  de  fe  rendre* 

"  Q^clfi^^ot^  Tapper^ut  et  coarut  le  dire  au  grand  due.  Ce  prince  dans  rinteotioa 
4e  s'amufer,  ordonn^  a  un  de  fes^offidcrt  Ruflca  d'aller  jolndre  dans  les  aUeet  du  boij 
un  homrae  dont  il  lui  donna  le  fignalenusnt,  et  de  lui  amener  de  gr«  oa  dc  fofce,  et 
en  eai  de  refiftance  de  lui  jetter  iin  mouchoir  an  col,  et  de  le  conduire  au  chate«u« 

**  Le  Ruffe  pare,  et  nocontre  ia  peribnne  qu'il  etoit  charge  d'amaucr.  '  11  lui  de* 
mande  qui  il  ti\  ?  Poniatowflcy  repond  qu'il  eft  taillevr  allemand,  qui  vtent  pour 
prendre  meafure  a  ua  officier  des  troupes  de  HolfteJfi.  J'ai  ordre  de  vous  naener  chcs 
le  grind  due,  lui  dit  le  RulTe.— Je  n*cn  ai  pas  le  temsj  repondit  le  Polonnoisw««Oh  I 

vous  viendrezj  ajouta  bardimcnt  le  Rudicy  et  hii  jetta  en  memc  temi  le  faul  moa« 
fhoir. 

<<  Poniatowiky  coluluit  devant  le  grand  due;  cosime  on  lot  aaroit  amen^  am 
mal/aireur^  Pierre  lut  iit  mille  excufts  Cur  le  bruule  m^prilc  fe  Tofficier  Rufle^  qtf  il 
reprimand  a  d^icnportance.*' 

Oaiv»  tifl.  de  M,  ie  Rulbitre,  f,  zy» 

•  January  5,  lyfia. 

all 


all  the  h^psi  of  Poniatowflcy,  who  iflAantly  prepared  to  fet  out 
fek-  St.  Peter(burgh,  that  he  might  congratulate  his  benefadrefi 
QU  her  accaffion  to  the  throne  of  the  czars.  ^  He  accordingly 
repaired  to  the  frontiers,  and  difpatched  a  mefienger  with  eqaal 
Ipeed  and  privacy,  who  conveyed  his  wiflies  to  be  admitted  to 
CDvrty  but  the  anfwer  was  lefs  favourable  than  he  had  expedled  ; 
pTftpeAsy  however^  of  the  moft  alluring  kind  were  held  out,  and 
he  was  advifed  to  return  to  War&w,  and  there  wait  for  the  ac* 
coropliibtnent  of  the  brilliant  promifes  now  made  to  him.    The 
count  accordingly  repaired  thither,  and  thus  avcnded  a  feries  of 
jBortificatioiis,  for  Orloffwas  at  this  period  all  powerful  in  Ruffia, 
and  would  undoubtedly  have  evinced  his  jealoufy,  nay,  perhaps 
his  indignation,  at  the  appearance  of  fo  formidable  a  rival.     Thu 
ready  compliance  o»  (ht  part  of  Poniatowfky  did  not  fail  to  be 
Ipeedlly  rewarded,  and  that  too  in  the  moft  fplendid  manner. 

Auguftus  IIi.(  of  Poland  having  expired  in  the  capital  of  his 
cle£l^al  dominions,  on  the  5th  of  0(5^ober,  J763,  a.multitude 
'of  candidates  ftartcd  for  the  vacant  crown,  which  he  had  endea- 
voured in  vain  to  render  hereditary  !n  his  own  family. 

Notwithftanding  the  fhort  period  between  her  aflumption  of 
tht  throne  and  thd  dcmife  of  this  prince,  Catharine,  even  now, 
was  nofroply  the  arbitrefs  of  the  north,  but  the  real  fovereign  of 
Poland  ;  and  it  may  not  be.3mifs  to  fay  fomething  in  this  place  of 
that  unhappy  country. 

Poland,  the  very  name  q( which  has  been  recently  obliterated. 
Was  once  a  powerful  ftate  ;  fOr  in  the  pcrfon  of  Uladlflausit 
g^ve  a  fovereign  to  RufTia :  under  Bolcflaus  it  numbered  Pruflla 
among  its  conquefts ;  and  during  the  reign  of  John  Sobieflu,  it 
favcd  Vienna  from  the  ravages*  of  the  Turks^  After  being  an 
abfolate  monarchy  under  the  races  of  Le&oand  Piaftus,  it  be- 
came a  limited  government  in  the  time  of  Lewis  of  Hurigary, 
and  Ladiflaus  Yagellon,  thefe  two  princes  having  agreed  not  to 
raifc  any  fubfidies  without  the  confent  of  the  diets. 
•  At  length'  Sigrfmund-Auguftus,  who  had  no  chitdren,  con- 
fented,  in  1550,  that  on  his  death  the  croWn  fliould  be  eledive, 
and  in  a  ftiort  time  afterwards  a  charter  was  granted,  which,  in 
addition  to  this  memorable  article,  contained  the  following 
ones  : 

I.  That 


t.  That  the  teigning  king  Aioutt  ncftr  appoint  a  fuCcefitbr 

dnring  his  life-time. 

2.  That  general  diets  fliould  be  aflembled  erery  two  yean. 

3.  That  all  the  Polifh  nobles  ihotild  have  a  right  to  vote  at  thcf 
dedion  of  a  king. 

And  4.  That  if  the  king  ever  prefumed  to  infringe  the  laws* 
and  difavpw  the  privileges  of  the  nation,  the  fubjedh  (hoitld  be^ 
abfolved  from  their  oath  of  allegiance.  '  - 

This  form  of  government  occaiioned  infiriite  mirchief,  an- 
archy, and  confution  ;  and  introduced,  firfl  venality,  and  then' 
violence,  into  the  eleftions.  Henry  of  Valois  purchafed  thtf 
throne  of  the  Yagellons  by  means  of  gold  and  promifes ;  CfaaflesT 
Guftavus  and  Charles  XIT.  of  Sweden,  as  well  as  the  czar 
Peter  I.  of  Ruffia,  interpofed  force  with  equal  tffeA.    It  has 

^indeed  been  affcrted,  that  but  two  inftances  of  a*  free  ele6lion 
ever  occurred ;  for  all  the  neighbouring  nionarchs  have  by  turns 
interfered,  and  there  is  fcarcely  a  country  in  Europe  that  has 

.  not  attempted  to  regulate  the  fuflVages  of  the  diet. 

On  the  prefent  vacancy  the  emprefs  took  care,  by  her  nego- 
eiations,  to  prevent  all  other  influence  but  her  own.  The 
French  miniftcr  *  was  accordingly^  induced  to  promife  that 
Lous  XV  would  maintain  the  moft  fcrupulous  neutrality  at 
the  a))proaching  diet;  the  ambafiadorf  from  Vienna  foofr  after 
puMifhed  a  fimilar  declaration;  and.the  court  of  Berlin  con- 
cluded a  treaty  with  her  iniperial  mljefty,  the  apparent  aim  and 
fubftance  of  which  would  have  perfuaded  any  perfon,  not  verfed 
in  the  arts  of  diplomacy,  that  Catharine  and  Fredericjc  had  deter- 
mined to  maintain  the  rights  and  alTert  tlie  independence  of  the 

republic  :tr 
,  Scveial 

*  The  marquis  de  Paulmy.  f  The  count  Ae  Mercy, 

X  **  It  being  for  the  in^ereft  of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  of  her  majeftjr 
the  emprefs  of  all  the  Roiliat,  to  exert  their  utmoft  care  and  all  their  efforts  for 
majntaioing  the  republic  of  Poland  in  its  ilate  of  free  eleftions  and  that  it  ihould  sot 
be  permitted  to  aay  one  to  render  the  faid  kingdom  hereditary  in  his  family,  or  to 
make  hnnfelf  abfolute  therein ;  his  majefty  the  k'jig  of  Pruffia  and  her  imperial  mlH 
jefty  hawe  promifed  and  macaally  engage  themfelves,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  by 
this  feCset  aici6le>  not  only  no:  to  permit  any  one,  whoever  he  be^to  attempt  to  diveft  the 

republic 
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Several  candidates  now  afjpired  to  the  vacant  throne.  Prince 
Henry  of  Pruffia  is  faid  at  one  time  to  have  entertained.hopcs  of 
ity  and  his  merits  and  pretenfions  would  have  proved  formidable, 
l)ad  they  been  fupported  by  a  brother  who  was  indebted  to  him 
for  no  fmall  portion  of  his  glory.  The  new  fovercign  of  Saxony , 
wiifaing  the  kingdom  to  ^continue  an  appendage  to  his  eledoratey 
iolicited  the  prote^on  of  the  emprefs;  but  he  received  an  an- 
fwer  that  put  an  end  to  all  his  hopes.  The  prince  Ezatpryika 
had  Iqng  entertained  fecret  deiigns  on  the  crown  of  his  native 
country.  He  .was  the  reprefentative  of  the  rooft  opulent  family 
10  the  republic^  and  had  borrowed  immenfe  Turns  for  the  purpofi: 
of  raifing  either  himfelf  or  his  fon  to  the  fupreme  dignity ;  but 
although  his  eleflion  would  have  pioved  agreeable  to  the  nation, 
he  was  not  fupported  by  any  foreign  poweri.  and  without  the 
cordial  coroperjition  of  Ruffia,  fucceii  vvas  become  impofliblc. 

Jt  was  on  his  nephew,  the  count  Poniatowfl(.y,  that  the  cyc^  ' 
tf  the  grateful  Catharine  were  now  fixed.  Her  oouncil,  how- 
ever, oppofed  this  nomination,  and  Belluchefff  who  had  returned 
from  exile,  and  once  more  enjoyed  a  high  and  confidential  poft, 
declared,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  true  intereih  of  Ruffia  to 
take  any  part  in  the  nomination  of  a  king  of  Poland.  The  em- 
prefs,  however,  preferring  the  dilates  of  her  heart  to  every  other 
confideration,  determined  tp  elpvate  her  faybuqte  tp  the  throne, 

republic  C|f  its  right  of  free  election,  to  render  the  kingdom  bereditary,  n  to  malu 
himfelf  "kbroHite  therein^  in  all  cifes  nrhenever  fycb  attempt  (hould  be  made;  but  alfo 
tiiprtYent  and  to  fniih^te,  by  all  poAiblc  meant,  and  ia«comfflon  confent,  the  views 
and  de6gn«  tliit  have  p  icndeocy  to  that  end,  as  T^on  u  they  ibatl  be  difcoveftd,  ah4 
even,  in  cafe  ef  neceflity,  to  recur  to  force  of  arms,  to  defend  the  repobUc  fnia 
the  overthrow  of  its  oonftitution  and  its  fundamental  lawf. 

*'  The  prefent  fecret  article  ihall  hate  the  fame  force  and  vigour  as  if  it  had  bcea 
inferted  word  for  word  in  the  principal  treaty  of  defenfive  alliance  £gneJ  this  day,  and 
Ihall  be  ratified  at  the  fame  time. 

« In  virtue  whereof  two  iimilar  copies  of  it  have  been  made,  which,  we  the  miBif- 
tcrs  plenipotentiary  of  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pru^a,  and  of  kcr  majefty  the  eii^ 
piefs  of  all  the  Ruflias,  auihorifed  to  that  purpoCe,  have  iigned  and  (eakd  with  the 
feal  of  our  arms. 

«  Done  at  St.  Petcriborg,  the  nth  of  April  (the  3ifti>f  March  O.  S.)  1764. 

«  C.  DE  SpLMES. 

««PANIN. 

«'  GALLITZIN.** 

She 


Sh*  jif oc^c3cd  at  firli  with  great  policy,  for  her  majefty  began  by 
4i(cu{iing  the  pretenGons  and  difcountcnancing  the  hopes  of  the 
other  candidates,  and  perceiving  that  a  great  portion  of  the 
people  inclined  to  the  ele£tion  of  a  Piixfi  defcended  from  their 
ancient  kings,  (he  appeared  to  incline  to  their  wiflies. 

In  the  mean  time,  knowing  that  her  influence  depended  prin- 
cipally 6n«force  and  terror,  (he  canfed  large  bodies  of  troops  to 
inarch  by  diflerent  routes  towards  the  confines  of  the  repablic; 
and  as  Poland  has  always  been  confidered  as  the  piradife  of  the 
Ruffian  foldiery,  they  panted  with  delight  at  the  profpcdi  of  an 
approaching  conteft. 

At  length,  Catharine  throwing  off  all  difguife,  publicly  an* 
flounced  her  determination  to  place  Poniatowfky  on  the  throne. 
This  declaration  hurt  the  pride  and  excited  the  difcontent  of  the 
Poiifli  nobles.  They  beheld  a  young  man  of  thirty-two  years 
of  age,  whole  paternal  grandfiaither  hfd  been  Aeward  to  prince 
Lubomirfky,  and  who  himfelf  was  neither  eminent  for  his  ta- 
lents nor  his  virtues,  about  to  be  raifed  from  a  fltuation,  in 
which  they  fcarcely  confidered  him  as  their  equal,  to  one  in 
which  they  would  be  bound  to  recognize  him  as  their  fuperior. 
TheTe  were  the  fuggeftions  of  mortified  pride ;  but  a  nobler  fen- 
timent  animated  thofe  who  longed  for  the  independence  of  their 
native  country,  and  fpurnsd  at  the  idea  of  foreign  domination. 
The  wiflics  of  both  parties  were,  however,  equally  unavailing^ 
for  a  Ruffian  army  (pon  entered  the  dominions  of  the  republic 
under  pretext  of  freferving  liberty  and  order ^  and  a(ftually  took 
pofleffion  of  WarTaw,  white  the  minifter*  of  the  court  of  St. 
Pctcrlburgh,  adding  like/ the  viceroy  rather  than  the  ambaflador  of 
his  fovereign,  iflued  forth  his  mandates,  and  already  began  to 
treat  Poland  as  a  conquered  province* 

But  the  operations  of  the  czarina  were  not  confined  to  force 
alone;  intrigue  was  alfo  recurred  to;  fplendid  promifes  vfere 
lield  out,  and  gold  was  diftributcd  «with  a  lavifh  hand,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  diet,  May  7,  1764. 

The  debates  on  this  occafion  were  unufually  tumultuousi  and 

/       »  Count  Kay  rerllfif, 

it 


\\ 
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k  muft  be  aUowed,  that,  siccor4Hig  to  the  fundamental  principles 
t)f  the  conftit.ution,  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  were  to  ali 
kitfnts  and  porpofa  invalid*  ;  for  every  elcfkion'was  declared 
void  during  the  continuance  of  foreign  troops  within  the  terri- 
tories of  the  repu|)lic ;  and  it  was  notorious,  that  at  this  momeot 
the  csfMtal  was  feixed  Upon,  and  the  country  occupied  by  the 
{laffians  ;  nay,  the  very  pl^e  of  delibcrarion,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Viftulafj  was  under  their  immediate,  control,  and  even 
within  the  reach  of  their  cannon. 

At  this  critical  and  perilous  conjua£lure,  CGiint  Bptfuiicki^ 
grand  general  of  the  crown,  and  prince  Radzivil,  one  of  die  rooft 
powerful  of  the  Magnats^  flew  to  arms,  and  proclaiiped  their  ia- 
tention  to  proteft  the  liberty  of  debate,  and  maintain  the  right  of 

free  fuffrage  %• 

They 

%  PftOtEST  agmtif  the  Polish  Diet  apmhlidfwtU  KhBionpfq  Xhig,  drawn  mf 
atfdfignedtbt  ythMay  1764,  hj  twenty  Stnatmi  ta  wbkb  Pr^tt^  firl^fivr  Nuaam 
aftcrwardtjlgtted  an  Alf  of  Adbertncc 

!•  The  diet  csuinot  be  held  in  the  preCeoce  of  the  fo^gn  troops  dut  fnKTOMidrfhg 
aty. 

'»•  The  fenatert*  did  not  engage  the  Ruflians  to  come ;  they  gave  no  thanks  fyt 
their  being  fent,  and  have  not  any  way  given  occafien  for  their  arri ral 

3«  The  Rvffians  have  committed  an  a^  of  yidence  in  Uthuania^  by  fiToniag  a 
pernicious  confederacy  made  for  didurbing  the  pu|}l)C  trapqviflity. 
'  4.  It  is  againft  all  juftlce,  that  in  the  memorial  of  the  Rafliyn  ^inifterSf  deUvsred 
Xm  the  primate,  the  4ch  inftant,  the  troops  of  the  crown  are  accufod  of  having  meddlo^ 

■ 

in  the  4i^in<sapd  ocher  public  a£b.  ■ 

5.  It  if  by  tiie  wnjuft  pcof;;ccduig^  of  the  faae  fowign  troops,  that  the  geoeni 

die^ine  of  Pruflia  ha«  proved  abortive  \  and  this  is  another  motive  for  pfotefting  againft 
this  diet. 

6,  AU  good  patriots,  who  love^  juftice,  are  inTited  to  unite  for  the  fupport  ^ 
li^rty. 

At  the  end  of  this  manifefto  these  it  an  ad^efipn  to  the  protefts  of  the  fenatorif 
figned  by  fpvty-five  nuncios.  .  .      * 

f  The  plain  of  V9la,  three  miles  from  Warfaw. 
-  X^ti.  was  about  this  period  that  the  confederates  intercepted  feveral  letters  from  her 
i«i|ierUl  ma)efty,  which  proved  her  determination  to  pbce  Poniatowiky  on  the  throne 
an  fpite  of  all  oppofiaon.   Here  follows  a  copy  of  a  note,  addrefled  to  fa^  general,  and 
aiterwirds  pablifhed  hy  the  infurgenta; 

*'  Moncher  comte,  fonvenez-vous  de  mon  candidal.    Je  yous  ^cris  ceci  deuxhewet 

iprcs  minuit:  juges  fi  U  chofe  m'eft  indifferentc. 

«  CATHARINE," 

3  wMy 


.  They  were  unable,  howerer^  to  efied  this^  and  count  Mala-* 
kofeky,  who  bad  been  appointed  marihal  of  the  diec,  found  k 
jmpoflible,  notwitbftanding  bU  venerable  age,  and  bis  repuWion 
for  patriotifm  and  virtue,  to  preferve  order,  or  even  lo  exclude 
ftningers.  Many  of  the  nuncios  were  expofed  to  the  190ft  im«> 
minent  danger,  on  account  of  the  c^ennels  w4th  which  they 
delivered  their  opinions,  and  the  life  of  t}ie  eloquent  Mokrano& 
fky,  reprefentative  of  Cracow,  >Yas  expoied  to  ,the  revenge  of  the 
Ruffian  officers,  who  a£lually  drew  their  fwords  and  thresttened 
Id  afiaffinate  him  ^. 

At  length  the  popular  party,  alarmed  for  their  own  fafety,  and 
defpairing  of  fuccefs,  withdrew  from  the  diet,  not,  however^ 
until  twenty*two  fenators  had  entered  a  proteft  againft  the  pro* 
ceedings,  to  which  no  lefs  than  forty-five  nuncios  a^rwards  ad* 
hered,  while  the  ambafladors  of  France,  Spain,  and  the  Empire, 
retired  foon  ^ten 

Count  Branicki,  one  of  the  moft  violent  of  the  malomtcnts^ 
was  on  this  divefted  of  the  poft  of  crown  general ;  but  he  denied 
the  iegaUty  of  the  a£l,  found  means  to  attach  the  ai;my  to  him, 
and  even  augmented  it  with  new  levies.  Animated  by  Airy 
and  defpair,  both  he  and  prince  Radzivil  determined  to  try  the 
fortune  of  arms;  but  they  were  beaten  in  con£e(}uence.of  the' 
fuperior  difcipline,  rather  than  the  fuperior  courage,  of  the 
enemy,  and  obliged  to  fly  into  the  Turkifii  dominions,  happy, 
after  the  lo(s  of  their  immenfe  eftates,  to  obtain  fhelter  and  .pro* 
te&ipn  from  the  grand  fignor. 

"  My  dear  count,  dp  not  forget  my  candidate.  I  write  you  this  at  two  o*ciock  in 
Che  fflornlflg,  judge  then  whether  1  am  indifferent  on  this^Tubjed.  ' 

'«  CAT»ARfNE.'» 

*  He  at  firft  unAeathed  hit  fabre,  and  ftood  on  the  defennve,  but  perceiving  thf 
foHy  of  contending  with  fuch  mimbers,  he  returned  it  to  the  fcabbard,  and  then  jcx* 
pofing  his  breaft  to  the  foreign  mercenaries  who forrounded  him,  exclaimed;' 

<*  If  yoif  are  determined  pn  having  a  vi^ttmj  behold  one  already  pi«pared  for  yjou, 
and  In  that  cafe  know,  that  I  ihall  die,  as  I  have  lived,  free!**  The  generous  in(«.r* 
pbfition  of  prince  Adam  Chartorinflci,^  a  noble  of  the  oppofite  party,  who  Aieldcd  hiiyi 
wnA  hit  own  body,  alma  prevented  the  completion  of  this  cri^e;  and  it  ought  ncifL  to 
be4M|iittedhere,  that  the  future  king  interfered  on  inorf  thaa  one  occaiiqa  to.lavjt 
hit  adverCirics  irota  the  brutal  fury  of  hii  aliicf. 

The 
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The  £ivourite  6f  the  emprefs  in  the  iDcah  time  Vitjt6\  all  ihe 
nancios  in  peribn,  folicited  their  fuffirages>  and  recurred  to  pro* 
mifesy  entreaties,  and  iiitrigtres.  At  length,  on  September  6^ 
the  day  appointed  for  the  final  deterrbinition,  when  the  prin>ate 
demanded  of  the  remaining  electors  whom  they  would  choofe  for 
their  king  ?  they  replied  with  one  voice  **  Count  Poniatowfky  !*' 
He  was  accordingly  proclaimed  by  the  name  of  Staoiilaiis-^ 
Auguftus,  king  of  Poland,  and  grand  duke  of  Lithuania. 

On  his  return  to  Warfaw>  the  new  monarch  wis  received  witb 
Ihouts  of  applaufe,  and  mod  of  the  Magnats,  even  thofe  who  bad 
been  adverfc  to  his  pretenfions,  were  npw  eager  to  pay  tbdr  re- 
Ipeflsto  him*. 

He,  on  his  part,  made  no  difference  between  thofe  who  bad 
oppolcd  and  thofe  who  had  fupported  his  eleftion,  but  afieAing 
for  a  time  to  confider  himfelf  as  the  nionarch  of  a  whole  people, 
rather  than  the  pageant  of  a  fa&ion,  he  received  every  one  with 
courtefy4 

It  ought  not,  however,  to  be  concealed,  that  the  condud  of 
the  new  king,  in  many  other  refpe£ts,  denoted  a  wesdcneis  of 
charader  unworthy  of  the  high  fbtion  to  whidi  he  had  been 
elevated,     Inftcad  of  adopting  vigorous  meafures,  which  could 
alone  have  rendered  his  own  Gtuation  and  that  of  his  country 

'^  Letters  of  congratuhtioD  arrtveil  foon  tfttr  frotn  all  the  forcreigat  of  Europe^  the 
A>IIoi»iog  pafTage  is  copied  from  that  written  by  Frederick  the  Great. 

«  Ycur  maj^fty  muft  ndtCt,  that  as  yoa  enjoy  a  crown  by  election  and  not  by  4«. 
Icent,  the  world  will  be  more  obfenrant  of  your  majefty's  aAioWf  than  of  any  other 
pountate  in  Europe  $  and  it  is  but  rpafonahle. 

*'  The  Utter  being  iSie  mere  oft'e^l  of  confanguinity,  no' mote  la  looked  for  (tfaoogk 
ttnch  more  ia  to  be  wifhcd)  from  him  than  what  men  are  endowed  with  In  common  t 
jkot  from  ooo  exalted  by  the  voice  of  his  equals,  from  a  fubjed  to  a  king,  from  a  man 
irolontarily  etedled  to  reigii  o\'er  thofe  by  whom  he  waa  chofen^  every  thing  is  expeded 
chat  can  poffibly  deferve  and  adorn  a  crown. 

'«  Gratitude  to  his  people  it  the  firft  great  duty  of  fuch  a  nooarch  ;  for  to  them 
alone  (under  Providence)  he  is  indebted  thai  he  is  one. 

*(  A  king,  who  is  fo  by  birth,  if  he  tCti  derogatory  to  his  ftation,  is  a  fatire  only 
on  himfelf;  but  an  eleded  one,  who  behaves  inconfiftently  with  his  dignity*  refledi 
dishonour  alfo  on  bis  fubjeQs* 

<*  Yoor  majefty,  I  am  fure,  will  pardon  this  warmth.  It  if  the  cflTufion  of  the  60- 
tereft  regard.  The  amiable  part  of  the  pi^ure  is  not  fo  much  a  Icflon  of  what  y»a 
ovght  to  be>  aa  a  prophecy  of  what  yotir  majefty  will  be.** 

toleiabky 
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tolerable,  he  foon  manifefted  a  difpoii^ioD  at  onco  yielding,  indo- 
lenty  and  fubmiffiye.     Perceiving  that  he  was  willing  to  be  go- 
verned, three  different  parties  afpired  to  th^  command  of  the 
monarch  and  the  (late,  and  his  two  uncles,  the  princes  Czarto^ 
tiika,  and  his  three  brothers,  the  great  chamberlain,  the  general, 
and  the  biihop,  by  turns  ruled  botli*     Female  inlluence,  how- 
ever, preponderated  at  length,  and  his  firft  couAn,  the  princcfs 
JLubomiiika,  celebrated  for  her  beauty  and  attainments,  acquired 
a  decided  afccndency  over  him.     This  circum(lance  did  not  fail 
to  leflen  his  majefty  in  the  eyes  of  his  fubjeAs ;  but  he  feems  to 
have  been  but  little  anxious  either  to  acquire  or  retain  their  ap* 
plaufe.    His  expellees  were  fuch  as  even  a  flouri(hing  nation  and 
a  full  exchequer  wo\^d  have  fdlrCely  juflified.  Comedies,  operas, 
balls,  and  mafquerades,  occupied  all  his  timft,  and  left  him  no 
opportunity  for  ferious  refle£lion.  He  pafied  his  days  and  nights 
amojig  women,  and  kept  his  mind  in  a  contii)ued  (late  of  relaxa- 
tion by  gillantry  and  intrigue*.     The  true  charadlcr  of  Stani- 
Ihus  now  began  to  be  developed,  and  in  a  (hort  time  he  loft  not 
only  the  efteem  of  his  own  nation,  but  the  rcfpc6l  hitherto  en- 
tertained for  him  by  the  emprefs  t- 

Being  no  longer  rcRrained  by  motives  of  regard,  thaf  ambitious 
J^rincefs  foon  evinced  a  difpofition  hoftilc  in  the  extreme  to  the 
republic  over  which  lie  prefidcd.  Under  pretext  of  adjufting 
-the  limits  of  their  lefpeftive  territories,  (he  traced  outlines  of  de- 
marcation which  included  a  large  i>ortion  of  Poland.  '  Not 
content-^with  this,  fhe*  infifted  alfo,  that  an  alliance  oflehfive  and 
defenfive  fliould  be  inllantly  concluded  with  her.  Thefe  de- 
mands were  not  fandioncd  even  by  a  fhadow  of  right  \  and  they 
were  accompanied  by  a  frefti  one,  which,  notwithftandihg  it  was 
founded  on  juftice^  was  mortifying  in  the  extreme  to  the  Poles. 

Thofe  who  followed  the  rites  of  the  Greek,  Calviniftic,  and 
Lutheran  churches,  and  were  known  by  the  name  oi  Diffidtnts^ 

*  See  "Memoin  of  the  courts  of  Berlin,'*  Ac.byN.  W.Wraxall,  Efq.  vol.  ii.  p  47^- 

\  While  Catfaarine  was  one  evening  converiing  with  the  count  Rsewiki  rebfiri 
to  Scaniflaus,  and  lamenting  his  conduA,  the  c»uot  faid :, 

"  \jt  roi  mon  maitre  prend  Henri  quatre  pour  fon*modele.'* 

«  Apparement,*'  tepiicdthe  cajprefs,  '<  ce  n'cil  ^e  dani  ferfoibleiref  qu*il  reut 
Imitcr  le  roi  dc  France." 

R  r  had 
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had  of  late  experienced  many  conftraints,  and  were  eren  fjxl^cSt 
to  privations  a^d  perfecutions  equally  inconfiftent  with    palicj 
and  propriety.     Under  Sigifniund-Auguftus,  the  fepararifts  of 
every  dcfcription  were  not  only  admitted  to  a  feat  in  the  diet, 
but  rendered  eligible  to  all  places  of  trufi,  profit,  and  honour. 
The  inembers  of  the  eflabliihed  church  fince  that  peridd   had 
.  wantonly  excluded  them  from  all  public  employments ;  they 
could  neither  be  fenators,  nor  judges,  nor  inferior  magiffarates; 
nay,  even  the  public  profefljon  of  their  fakh  was  now  interdidcd. 
Being  reduced  to  this  humiliating  fituation,  they  tblicitcd  the 
good  o£Bces  of  the  emprefs,  and  claimed  the  perfbroiance  of  the 
treaty  of  Oliva,  by  which  they  were  exprefsly  proteAed  in  the 
enjoyment  of  their  religion  and  rights.    This  zSoiAcA  afpeciout 
pretext  for  the  interference  of  foreign  powers*,  and  her  imperial 

*  Whfle  the  Greek  Diilident#  addrefled  themielves  to  the  t«urt  of  St.  Petrri- 
bfirgh,  the  P|t>te(l)nts  i2n(/lorrd  the  ihterceflion  of  the  cabinzts  of  Engbnd,  Proflia, 
tnd  Denmark.     Here  follows  the  ftaie  paper  publiihed  hy  the  firft^of  tbefe  po«ers: 

*'  Cr/^  of  a  Dechratm  dd'mcrcd  en  the  ^b.  of  Navemher  X  766,  to  the  King  mni  RtJ^tk 
9/FolarJ,  by  Mr,  WruvghtQit^  the  Briujh  Mtniflar  at  tVarJa'WfinMehalfofttz  Dr/f- 
dtnit  of  that  KiAgdcm. 

**  flis  Britannic  majeftyi  ever  excited  by  reafonable  dedres  of  proteding  by  all 
metKodt  the  Chnftlan  Pmceftants,  efpecially  thofe  who,  by  virtue  of  pMtScular  con- 
▼entiMSy  have  a  right  tocxpe£k  Wv%  afliftance,  finds  himfelf  obfigad  to  Kpe«i  hit  pre0'- 
ing  reprefentatlona  in  favour  of  that  opprcD'ed  part  of  the  Polifli  oatiaii  ksotm 
by  the  aame  of  Di^identa  ;  wherefore  the  underfigned^  ia  cOAfonnity  to  fvefli  orderi 
Irom  the  king,  his  mpft  gracious  fr.vereign,  has  the  honour  to  seprei^BC  to  yon>  fir, 
and  to  the  repubHc  of  Poland,  that  His  Britannic  majefly,  befides' the  many  folid 
motives  of  jirASce  attd.  humanity,  wiiioh'gfve-htiii  reafon  to  hope  &3i  a  h^py  fnccefi 
of  the  prefenc  negotiations  relative  to  this  aifair,  £iidiiig  hitn&lf  conpsUed^  by  a  find 
alliance  with  the' courts  of  Peter/burg,  Berlin,  and  CopeahagCA'^  to  iatersfl  hlmfeif 
in  behalf  of  the  DiAidents,  in  all  the  forms  of  law,  and  ia  quality  of  guarantee  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  of  Oliva,  wiihes  that,  in  the  prefent  diet,  this  virtuous  but  un- 
iiappy  part  of  the  Poliih  fubjcAs  may  be  re^eftabKflked,  at  members  of  the  ftate,  m 
the  pofleflion  of  their  rights  and  privilege?,  as  well  as  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of 
their  node  of  worfliip,  which  every  o^e  knows  belonged  to  them  before  die  figoing  of 
the  iaid  treaty  of  Oliva. 

«  At  the  fame  time  his  Britannic  majefty  confiders  how  great  it  the  coonexios 
between  the  interefts  even  of  the  republic  and  the  juftice  of  this  affair,  as  well  at  the 
fvadamcACil  law*  of  the  Idiigdoa  %  laws  wbich  wexe  not  only  obferved  for  two  cen- 

taries. 
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itiajefiy  accordingly  demanded  that  the  Dillidents  {hould  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  -fhare  in  the  legiflature,  and  treated  in  all  refpe^ 
like  the  Catholics.  •  } 

l^o  (boner  had  the  diet  affembled,  on  the  ift  of  September  1 7^6, 
than  the  atnbafladors  of  Ruffia,  England,  Denmark,  and  PruilKa, 
prefented  memorials  in  behalf  of  , the  oppreffed  Diffidents.    The 

• 

fanaticifm  of  the  clergjr  was  inftantly  aroufed  at  this  attempt  in 
favour  of  toleration,  and  the  bi/bops  of  Cracow,  Vilna,  and  Kief, 
loodly  protcfted  againft  the  relief  now  demanded.  Thefe  were 
joined  by  a  large  party  of  the  nobles,  and  laws  ftilt  more  fevere 
vrcre  cnafited  againft  thofe  whp  ^refumed  to  deviate  from* 
the  religion  of  the  ftate.  On  this  occafion  the  king  inclin- 
ed  tdwafds  mcderation,  bat  he  had  now  loft  the  confidence 

tttries>  but  renewed  ky  treaties  with  the  northern  powers,  fi>  folemn,  that  they  do  not 
pcrmh  the  leaft  alteration  to  be  undertaken,  unlefc  with  the  general  confent  of  the 
coDtra£binf  parties*  For  thefe  caufes  his  Britannic  majefty,  filled  with  confidence 
of  thee^uity  and  penetrafion  pf  bis  Polifii  majefty,  who,  from  the  beginning  «f  his 
reign,  hat  given  io  nfany  teftlmoniea  of  feat  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  and  of 
love  towards  the  admioift  ration  oS  jaftice  in  the  repubOc,  has  not  the  lea  ft  doubt 
that  his  juft  defires  will  no  longer  be  oppofed  by  references  to  inefficacious  conftitu- 
tions,  eftablKhed  in'  the  midft  of  inteft'ine  troubles,  contradicted  by  the  fbVmal  pro* 
teftations  and  exprefs  declarations  on  the  part  of  foreign  powers. 

'<  Althoagh  the  rights'and  privileged  of  the  Diftidenti  lu-e  founded*  on  a  do^'rine, 
whofe  prineiples  of  charity  and  benevolence  make  it  charaAerlftical  of  Chrifthinlty ; 
and  the  divinity  of  its  inftitutor,  who  firft  pieach^d  it,  renders  it  ftill  Ida  a  iriatterof 
doubt }  yet  it  is  this  religion,  of  which  the  ezer^lfe  ia  difturbed,  and  of  which  its 
prdfeiTors  are' excluded  Jrom  all  honourable  employments^  and  deprived  of  all  meana 
of  ferving  their  country.     Neverthelefs,  their  rights  and  privileges  have  beeii  cosi- 
£rmed  to  them  by  many  ordinances  of  the  kingdom,  fettled  by  fo  many  treaties,  fup- 
p6rted  on  fbundations  fo  facred  and  fo  evident  to  the  ryes  of  all  nations,  that  the  un« 
d€rfigned  minifter  of  a  monarch  who  preferves  towards  the  republic  the  fincereft  fea- 
timents  of  friend  Hi  ip,  and  of  inclination  to  give  proofs  of  them  on  every  occaOon^ 
flatters  himfelfy  that  the  mediation  of  the  king  his  maftcr  will  produce  the  effete 
which  he  may  naturally  promlfe  hu&felfj  that  the  wifdom  of  the  nation  afTembled 
will  afford  a  remedy  to  the  evils  which  rend  the  ftate,  and  oppfefs  the  DiJfidents;  and 
that,  with  regard  to  things  ecdefiaftical  and  civile  they  may  be  re-eftabtiihed  in  the 
iituatlon  they  were  in  before  the  treaty  of  Oliva.  '  As  to  the  reft,  the  fincere  wiftiea 
of  his  Britannic  majefty  for  the  glory  of  the  king  of  Poland,  and  for  the  pr6fperity  of 
the  republic,  are  fo  notorious,  that  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  give  freih  afluranc^s  of 
them.     In  the  meanwhile,  the  underfigned  cannot  avoid  reiterating  them,  at  as  in-» 
fOBteftable  ptoof  of  their  reality* 

(Signed)  "  WROUOHTON." 
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both  of  his  tfUids  and  his  fubjcas,  and  was  aaually  obliged  to 
retire  from  the  diet  in  confcqucncc  of  the  infults^  of  feVcral  of 
the  clergy,  particularly  the  bifhop  of  Kief. 

In  the  mean  time  frcfli  bodies  of  Ruffians  poured  into  the  bo- 
fom  of  the  devoted  republic,  and  the  Di£dents,  at  the  inftiga- 
tion  of  the  cmprefi,  began  to  confederate,  and  were  adually 
joined  on  this  occafion  by  may  Catholics  devoted  to  the  court 
of  St.  Peterfburgh, 

.  In  1767,  Staniflaus-Auguftus,  perceiving  the  neceffity  of -tc- 
gaining  the  countenance  and  proteSion  of  the  Ruffian  cabinetf 
convoked  a  diet  extraordinary.  The  enemies  of  the  Diffidents 
were,  however,  as  violent  as  before^  ai)d  prince  Repnin,  who 
poflefled  a  far  greater  influence  over  the  affiiirs  of  Poland  than 
the  king  hinrfelf,  had  r€;courfe  to  the  inoft  arbitrary  proceeding^ 
to  countera£t  their  zeal.  Boafting  openly  **  that  he  was  deter- 
mined  to  violate  the  liberties  of.  Poland  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Poles,"  this  infolent  foreigner  ordered  the  b!(hop  of  Cracow  to 
be  arrefted ;  and  foon  after,  the  bifhop  of  Kief,  the  vayvode  of 
Cracow,  count  Rjeuriky,  and  feveral  other  nobles,  were  made 
prifoners  by  detachments  of  Ruffiian  foldiers,  and  conveyed  to  Si- 
beria, whence  they  did  not  return  until  1 773>  after  an  exile  of  Gx 
years*.  The  remaining  members^  of  the  diet  immediately  prc- 
fented  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  in  which  they  befought  his  ma- 
jefty  to  intercede  with  prince  Repnin  for  their  releafe ;  this  was 

accordingly 

*  Htre  followt  the  detlarttioii  poblii^ed  on  this  occafion  by  prince  Repoin* 
«^  The  troops  of  her  imperitl  aajefty,  my  fovereign,  friends  and  allies  of  the  con<« 
federated  republic,  have  arrefted  the  bifhop  of  Cracow,  the  biihop  of  Kief,  the  vay- 
vode of  Dotio,  fcc.  for  having  failed,  by  their  conduft,  in  the  refped  that  ii  due  to 
the  dignity  of  her  imperial  majefty,  by  attaclcing  the  purity  of  her  falutary,  diiinte* 
refted,  and  amicable  intencionc  in  favour  of  the  republic,  'the  ifluftrioaa  general 
confederation  of  the  republic,  of  the  crown,  and  of  Lithuania,  being  under  the  pro* 
t€&Um  of  her  imperial  majefty,  the  ^nderfigned  notifies  this  to  it,  with  pofitive  aod 
folemn  aflUranceir  of  the  xontlnaatlon  of  that  high  protedion  and  of  the  aJfiifance 
and  fvpport  of  her  imperial  mijefty  to  the  general  confederation  united  for  the  pre* 
fervation  of  the  Polifh  laws  and  Hberties,  with  redrefeof  all  the  abufes  that  have  crtpt 
into  the  government  contrary  to  the  fundamental  tavra  of  the  country,  tier  majefty 
if  only  defireas  of  the  welfare  of  the  republic,  and  will  not  dificontlaue  to  grant  it  her 
aiiiftance  to  the  attalxunent  of  thtt  sad,  without  any  tiUert ft  or  pecuniary  coDfideta-  ~ 

tioni 
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accotdtngly  done^  but  the  haughty  Ruffian  treated  the  folicita* 
tionsof  the  humbled  monarch  withdifdain,  and  reje£led  his  fuit, 
notwithftanding  the  legiflature,  which  was  now  overawed  by  ati 
army  of  foreign  mercenaries^  had  implicitly  fubmitted  to  all  the 
regulations  in  favour  of  the  Diffidents. 

The  duke  de  Chotfeul,  prime  minifter  of  France,  who  had 
difcovered  the  ambitious  defigns  of  the  emprefs  relative  to  Poland, 
and  began  already  to  anticipate  the  fate  of  that  miferable  country, 
determined,  if  poffihle,  to  avert  it.  He  accordingly  fent  in- 
ftru£lions  to  M.  de  Vergennes,  then  ambaffador  at  Conftan- 
tinoplc,  to  endeavour  to  prevail  on  the  Ottoman  Porte  to 
declare  war  againft  Ruffia,  This  was  at  length  e(Fe(^ed,  and 
the  Polifh  malcontents  confidcred  that  event  afe  a  fignal  for  their 
deliverance.  They  accordingly  aflembled  in  confiderable  bodies, 
and  found  means  to  obtain  fuccour  and  affiftance  from  various 
courts.  Saxony  furniflied  them  with  pecuniary  fupplies ;  Auftriji 
permitted  them  to  arm  on  her  territories;  France  fent  them 
officers,  and  Dumouriez,  who  wais  one  of  thefe,  fometimes  afted 
the  part  of  a  commander,  and  fometimes  that  of  a  plenipoten- 
tiary. Having  feizcd  on  a  fortrefs  on  the  frontiers,  they  termed 
themfelves,  after  it,  the  confederation  of  Bar  \  thpy  even  becHmc 
mafters  of  the  city  of  Cracow,  and  a  large  portion  of  Podolia.   ' 

But  notwithftanding  hoftilities  had  now  commenced  with  the 
Turks,  Catharine  determined  to  reduce  the  Poles  to  unqondi* 
tional  fubmiffion.  She  accordingty  fent  new  reinforcements 
thither,  under  lieutenant-general  SoltikofF,  who  immediately  in- 
vited the  nation  to  take  arms  againft  the  confederation  of  Bar, 
and,  if  we  are  to  bplieve  fome,  iffiied  orders  not  to  fparejthelife  of 
a  fingle  confederate  under  any  pretence  whatever.  General  Dcr^ 
yitch  is  faid  to  have  equalled,  if  not  furpafled  SoUikoflF  in  bar- 
bfirity,  for  nine  Polilh  nobles  about  thi$  time  appeared  in  War-* 

0 

tionj  wiibiog  for  no  other  than  the  fafpty,  the  bappinefs,  and  the  liberty  of  the  Poliib 
nation,  as  that  has  been  ab'eady  clearly  eJtpre^d  in  the  declarationi  of  her  iinperia] 
maiefty,  which  guarantee  to  the  republic  its  a&uaJ  poiTeffions,  as  well  as  its  UwSj  iC| 
^rm  of  government,  and  the  prerogatives  of  each  individual, 
<<  Dope  atWarfaw,  the  i4ih  of  Odober,  1767. 

(SigAp^)  •*  NICHOLAS  FRINCfi  REPKIN," 
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faw  with  both  hands  lopped  off,  by  a  man  who  had  a€ied  in  the 
double  capacity  of  a  judge  and  an  executioner** 

Notwithftandipg  this,  fo  daring  h^d  the  confederates  become 
by  fuQcefs,  that  a  few  of  them  formed  the  refolution  of  feiz.ing  on 
the  perfon  of  the  king,  and  thu$  adding  to  their  influence  and 
authority.  Pulawiki,  a  Poli(h  nobleinan  of  confiderable  talents, 
firft  conceived  this  proje<Sl,  and  having  pitched  upon  three  chiefs, 
Lukawiki,  Strawinfki,  and  Kofinfki,  he  defired  them  to  feled 
thirty-fcvenof  the  moft  intrepidof  their  companions.  Thcfe  forty 
men  entered  Warfaw,  difguifed  as  peafants,  and  on  the  evening 
of  Sunday,  the  3d  of  November  1771,  aftually  feized  Stani- 
^aus-Auguftus  in  oi>e  of  the  ftreets  of  his  capital,  and  carried 
him  off  in  triumph.  They  had  no  fooiier  arrived  in  the  0£^n 
country,  than  two  of  the  leaders,  accompanied  by  their  followers, 
repaired  to  the  camp,  with'  intent  to  inform  Pulawiki  of  their 
fuccefs ;  but  Kofinfki  having  loft  his  way,  and  being  at  length 
gained  by  the  promifes  of  the  king,  his  majefty  obtained  his 
liberty,  and  returned  to  Warfaw  f, 

The  perfon  of  the  monarch  was  now  fafe,  but  in  the  courfcof 
the  fucceeding  year  he  was  doomed  to  experience  a  fre(h  morti- 
fication by  the  difmemberment  of  his  dominions. 

The  partition  of  Poland  has  excited  univerfal  indignation  in 
our  own-times,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  viewed  by  aji  impartial  pof- 
terlty  with  additional  borror.  The  firft  idea  of  this  projedt  is 
faiJ  to  have  been  broached  by  the  king  of  Pruflia,  during  an  in- 
terview with  the  emperor  Jofeph  II.  at  Neifs  in  SileGa,  in  1769; 
the  particulars  were  fettled  in  a  fubfequent  conference  at  Ncu- 

ftadt  in  Auftria ;  the  confent  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  was  alfo 
obtained,  and  her  fhare  portioned  out  on  the  map;  during  a  viilt 
'  from  prince  Henry  to  the  court  of  Stv  Peterfburgh. 

No  fooner  had  the  allied  courts  agreed  on  their  refpeftive  divi- 
^ns,  than  the  baron  de  Stackleberg,  ^mbaffador  from  Ruffia, 

*  Life  of  the  emprefs  Catharine  II.  vol.  ii.  p.  i66. 

■|*  Having  prevailed  upoi  Kofiniki  to  taj^e  refuge  in  a  mill,  he  tranfmitted  the  fol- 
lowing ncte  to  general  CocceH,  who  commanded  the  firft  regiment  of  kis  foot  guards : 

**  Par  ane  efpece  de  miracle,  je  fuis  fauve  des  mains  dea  aflaffins.  Je  fais  ici>  au 
petit  aaoulin  de  Mariempnt.  Vencs  au  plutdt,  mt  tiicr  d'ici.  Je  fuis  blede,  mais 
pas  fort.** 

notified 
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notified  their  intentions  by  a  fingular  ftate  paper»  drawn  up  In 
form  ot  a  declaration  *. 

Afliort 

♦  •«  The  powers  in  the  viciijity  of  Poland  hare  hccn  fo  often  involf  ed  in  the  troubles 

which  ahnoft  every  vacancy  of  the  throne  has  excited  in  that  Icingdomy  that  from  thft 

,TecoUe£kion  of  the  paft  it  behoved  them  to  pay  the  moil  feriotis  attention   to  the 

affairs  of  the  Poli(h  nation*  as  foon  as,  by  the  death  of  the  late  kiog>  Au^uftus  III. 

the  throne  was  became  vacant. 

''  Urged  bv  tbefe  confiderations,  anddefirous  of  preventing  the  dreadful  effe^ls  of 
diofe  di0enfionS)' which,  as  informer,  inftances,  might  have  arifen  at  this  laft  vacancy 
of  the  throne,  the  coutc  of  St.  Peteriburg  haftened  to  take  all  pofllble  meafur^  to 
nhite  the  citizens  of  Poland  in  favour  of  the  candidate  who  ihould  appear  to  be  maft 
-worthy  of  the  throne,  moft  agreeable  to  his  fellow  citisens,  and  moft  acceptable  to 
the  Aeigfabouring  powers. 

<<  This  court  applied  herielf  at  the  fame  time,  and  with  equal  seal,  to  the  reify- 
ing of  many  abufes  and  defedls  in  the  conftitutlon,  which  had  been  equally  prejudi* 
cial  to  Poland  and  her  neighbours. 

'<  The  court  of  Berlin  frconded  the  attempts  of  her  ally*.  And  the  court  of  Vienna, 
deiiroiis,  on  her  part,  of  contributing  to  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  laudable  views,  but  )viU- 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  to  avoid  the  danger  of  augmcnciilg  the  difficulties  and  intrica* 
cies  which  might  arife  from  multiplying  the  number  of  thofe  who  undertook  openly 
and  diredlly  to  fettle  the  affairs  of  Poland,  thought  proper  to  obferve  the  moft  exadi 
neutrality  with  regard  both  to  the  arrangement  of  the  aft'airs  of  Poland,  and  the  war 
which  was  afterwards  kindled  on  this  fubjef^  between  Ruffia  and  the  Porte. 

'*  The  immediate  confequences  of  rhefe  mcafurcs  were  the  free  and  legal  eleAion 
of  Staftiflaus-Auguftth,  reigning  king  of  Poland,  and  the  forming  of  many  ufeful  and 
falutary  eftabliihmenu.  In  a  word,  every  thing  feemed  to  promife  Poland  and  her 
neighbours  a  firm  and  lafting  tranquillity. 

«  But  unhappily,  io  the  midft  of  thcfe  promifing  appearances,  the  fplrit  of  difcord 
feized  upon  one  part  of  the  nation:  citizen  armed  againll  citizen;  the  fons  of  fadioa 
feized  the  reins  of  authority}  and  laws,  l|d  order,  and  public  fafety,  andjuftice,  and 
police,  and  commerce,  and  agriculture,  alt  are  either  gone  to  ruin,  or  ftand  on  the 
brink  of  deftrudlion.  And  the  exceffes  of  every  kind,  natural  confequences  of  fuch 
an  anarchy,  will  bring  on  the  total  diHoIucIon  of  the  ftate,  if  not  timely  prevented. 

**  The  connexions  between  nations  which  border  on  each  other  are  fo  intimate,  that 
the  filbjedls  of  the  neighbouring  powers  have  already  felt  the  moll  difagre^ableeffeds 
from  thefe  diforders*  Thefe  powers  are  obliged,  ac  a  great  expence,  to  take  meafuret 
of  precaution,  in  order  to  fecure  the  tranquillity  of  their  own  frontiers ;  they  are  ez* 
pofed  to  the  uncertain  but  poflibie  conft;quences  of  the  entire  diflblution  of  Poland  | 
to  the  danger  \}f  feeing  their  mutual  harmony  and  good  friendihip  deflroyed;  the 
maintenance  of  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  fecures  their  own  peace  and  tranquil- 
lity, }s  a  matter  of  the'higheft  importance  to  all  Europe. 

**  Fromthis  view  of  things  it  will  appear,  that  nothing  can  be  of  a  mote  urgent  ne- 
ceffity  thaA  to  apply  an  immediate  gnemedy  to  evils  from  which  the  neighbouring  na- 
tionshave  already  experienced  the  moft  difagrteahleeffedtj  and  the  coAfequences  of 
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to  atinihllate,  the  burden  of  their  feudal  claims.  The  cities, 
which  alone  contained  a  middle  clafs  of  men  between  the  lord 
and  the  yafTal,  evinced  an  exalted  fpirit  of  patriotifmy  and  as  all 
true  Poles  now  panted  for  a  change  in  the  conftitution,  this  w^as 
accordingly  cffefled  in  an  orderly  and  legitimate  manner,  on  May 

No  fooner  did  this  revolution  take  place,  than  the  three  par- 
titioning powers  becaxlie  alarmed.  They  dreaded  the  vigour  of  a 
people,  at  once  rendered  worthy,  and  capable  of  contending  for 
their  rights ;  and  confidered  the  recent  attempt  to  meliorate 
their  condition  as  little  better  than  an  a£l  of  rebellion  againft 
their  authority. 

The  emprefs  of  Ruffia  firft  threw  off  the  malk,  and,  as  if  bent 
on  levenge,  fent  orders  to  M.  de  Bulgakoff,  her  minifter  at  War- 
fa  w,  to  declare  war  againft  Poland.  The  diet  received  this  no- 
tification with  a  majeftic  calmnefs  but  little  fuited  to  their  (itua- 
tlon,  and  a  generous  ardour  was  immediately  excited  throughout 
the  whole  nation.  Even  the  king,  who  had  hitherto  appeared 
merely  as  a  phantom  of  royalty,  governed  and  direSed  according 
to  the  caprice  of  the  emprefs,  affe£led  on  this  occafion  an  ardour 
hitherto  a  (Iranger  to  him.  ^ 

The  circumftances  of  the  times,  however,  proved  peculiarly 

unfavourable.  Pruflia,  which  had  pretended  to  countenance  the 
late  changes,  withdrew  her  protedlibn.  The  eledlor  of  Saxony, 
in  whofe  perfon  a  new  dynafty  was  to  have  commenced,  after 
confulting  the  court  of  St.  Peterfburgh,  declined  honours  fo  in- 
aufpicious  to  his  family.  Sufpicions  were  alfo  entertained  of  the. 
king's  refolution,  and  even  his  own  ffiends  did  not  dare  to  affert 
that  he'  would  hazafd  his  life  and  crown  in  a  grand  national 
conteft  with  his  benefaftrefs. 

A  body  of  troops,  however,  was  colledted  in  hade,  and  in  an 
evil  hour  the  command  was  conferred  on  prince  Jofeph  Ponia- 
towiky,  nephew  to  the  monarch,  a  youth  deilitute  of  experience, 
and  who  had  not  hitherto  difplayed  any  of  thofe  great  qualities 
that  can  fupply  the  want  of  it. 

Three  Ruffian  armies  now  entered  the  territories  of  Poland; 
eighty  thoufand  marched  on  the  fidc  pf  Beflarabia  i  ten  thoufand 

ad?  anced 
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advanced  from  KiefF;  and  thifty  thoufand  penetrated  by  Lhhu* 
ania.  To  oppofe  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  veterans  only 
fifty  thoufand  raw  troops  afleniblcd  in  arms.  But,  notwithftanding 
the  roanifeft  difadvantages  in  point  of  numbers  and  (kill,  the 
Polcsf,  who  brouglit  courage  and  enthufiafm  into  the  field,  ac- 
quired the  fuperiority  on  feveral  occafions,  and  might  have  oiade 
a  noble,  if  not  a  fuccefsful  (land,  could  they  have  been  perfuaded 
to  unite  in  one  body.  Tliey  preferred  to  carry  on  a  defultory 
war,  and  were  at  length  cruflied  under  the  colledted  weight  of 
the  enemy.  • 

Catharine,  however,  did  not  depend  folely  on  arms,  for  fhic 
Jiad  recourfe  to  art  and  negociation.  She  won  over  to  her  cauie 
a  number  of  Poles,  who  preferred  their  interefts  to  their  country^ 
and  placing  prince  Felix  Potocky  at  the  head  of  a  confederation, 
an  aflembly  p(  nobles  favourable  to  her  views  met  at  Grodno^ 
and  received  the  commands  of  a  Ruffian  general,  who,  not  con- 
sent with  arrogating  all  the  power  of  the  ftate,  a&ually  feated 
himfelFuYider  the  canopy  of  the  throne,  and  affumed  the  enfigns, 
as  wcH'as  the  authority,  of  a  king. 

The  fate  of  Poland  was  now  finally  decided.  The  king  of 
Prufila,  who  had  feemingly  promoted  the  late  revolution,  march^ 
^d  an  army  in  concert  with  that  of  the  empreis  agairift  bis 
allies ;  •  while  Stanifiaus- Augudus,  terrified  into  fubmifiion  by  th^ 
threat;  of  the  Ruffian  cabinet,  made  a  public  declaration,  that  it 
had  become  neceiTary  to  yield  to  circumfiai\ces ! 

In  the  mean  time  the  Polifh  troops  were  obliged  to  difperfe* 
Many  of  the  officers  were  arrefted  and  punifhed,  and  Bonncau, 
the  French  fecretary  of  legation,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have 
countenanced  the  late  revolution,  was  adlually  carried  off  to 
Siberia,  in  diredl  violation  of  the  law  of  nations.  The  capital 
itfelf  was  not  exempt  from  the  horrors  of  military  licence.  Ge- 
neral Igclflrom,  who  affiimed  the  chief  command  in  the  city  of 
Warfaw,  is  faid  to  have  connived  at  the  diforders  of  the  foldicry, 
and  iht  wretched  inhabitants  foon  experienced  from  their  pre* 
tended  prote£k>rs  all  the  calamities  incident  to  the  moil  cruel  war«- 
fare.  In  the  mean  time,  Sievers,  the  Ruffian  minifler,  publifhed 
a  manifefto,  in  which  he  declared  it  to  be  tlie  griicious  intention 

of 
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of  hb  fovereign  to  incorporate  with  her  dominions  all  the  terri- 
tories of  Poland,  recently  conquered  by  her  arms. 

The  natives,  who  had  hitherto  borne  the  fifcal  exaftions  "and 
military  executions  of  a  cruel  enemy  with  an  unexpected  degree 
of  acquiefccncey  became  irritated  to  madnefs  at  this  frefh  attack 
on  the  fel.cs  of  the  republic.     The  remains  of  the  diipeHed 
army  were  collcfied  together,  the  fugitives  and  malcontents  af- 
Icmbled  on  all  fides,  and  a  leader  was  now  only  wanting  to  begin 
a  new  war  infinitely  more  terrible  than  that  which  had  been  b 
recently  extinguiibed.  A  general  and  an  avenger  were  at  length 
fuppofed  to  be  found  in  the  pcrfonof  Kofciufko.     This,  gallant 
Pole,  after  ferving  with  confiderable  reputation  in  Amenca»  and 
affixing  in  achieving  the  liberties  of  the  tranfatlantic  continent, 
had  returned  to  his  native  land,  and  joined  his  countrymen  under 
the  banners  of  prince  Jofeph  Poniatowiky.  Although  placed  in  a 
fubordinate  fituation  he  had  found  means  to  diflinguilh  himfelf 
during  the  late  ftruggle,  and  exliibited  talents  that  n6w  rendered 
bim  w^orthy  of  the  fupreme  command. 

It  was  at  Leipfick,  whither  he  had  retired  with  three  of  his 
countrymen*,  that  the  plan  of  this  new  confpiracy  in  behalf  of 
Poland  was  fird  formed,  and  had  the  leading  principles  of  it  been 
carried  into  execution  but  a  few  months  before,  the  ftruggle  in 
behalf  of  national  liberty  would  have  been  at  leaft  more  equal. 
Thcfe    four  nobles   had  learned  by  fad  experience   that  the 
bondage  of  the  peafantry  hitherto  prefented  an  invincible  ob- 
ftacle  to  the  falvation  of  the  repuT)lic.   Reduced  to  a  ftate  of  th^' 
liioft  humiliating  bondage,  and  fold  with  the  lands  to  which 
•  they  were  fuppofed  to  appertain,  on  the  one  hand,  they  pofleifed 
no  rights  as  citizens,  and  on  the  other,  they  bad  no  intereft  as 
proprietors.     It  was  thus  that  the  great  mafs  of  population,  be- 
ing ftripped  of  all  the  ties  that  endear  fociety  to  the  heart  of  man, 
gnd  deprived  even  pftbe  name  of  country,  were  but  little  folici* 
tons  for  its  profperi^y.   An  alteration  of  government  could  affeft 
them  but  little ;  and  fuch  was  thtir  wretched  ^te,  that  even 
their  conquerors  themfelves  were  hfs  odious  than  their  ix^ifter^ 

«^ 
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It  was  now  determined  by  this  committee  of  infurre£lion,  that 
tlie  peafants  (Iiould  be  admitted  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
ordti^ns ;  that  they  (hould  be  eligil)Ie  to  all  public  offices  and 
employments i  and  deemed  worthy^of  being  entrufled  with  arni9 
for  the  deliverance  of  their  country.  A  nomerous  bo^y  of 
nobles  belonging  to  their  party  reaxiily.  acquiefced  in  the  refig- 
nation  of  their  odious  pretenfions,  and  cheerfully  relinqiiiihed 
claims  fo  difgraceful  to  human  nature,  and  fo  eminently  preju* 
dicial  to  the  happinefs,  glory,  and  profperity,  of  their  country* 

Tills  grand  aft  of  juflice  attached  the  peafantry  to  their  caufc; 
and  the  inhabkants  of  the  principal  cities  burning  with  zeal, 
were  already  prepared  to  declare  in  their  favour.  Many  Poles, 
in  the  Ruffian  fervlce,  at  the  fame  time  exhibited  themfelves  ia^ 
dignant  at  the  miferies  and  humiliation  experienced  by  their 
native  country,  and  whole  regiments  waited  but  for  the  fignd 
to  commence  a  revolt.  Throughout  all  the  great  towns  prepa- 
Tatiohs  were  fecretly  made  for  this  event,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
tlie  capital,  who  had  been  already  prepared  for  a^oo,  through  , 
the  agency  of  an  intfepid  citizen  ^,  could  hardly  be  redrained 
from  violence. 

This  plot,  however,  was  prevented,  or  rather  pollponed,  for 
the  Ruffian  government  had  received  information  of  it;  and  if  ' 
W4S  are  to  giv6  credit  to  the  rumours  of  that  i>eriod,  the  king,  oa 
hearing  that  Zajonchiek  had  repaired  to  Warfaw,  with  an  inten- 
tion of  confulting  with  the  chiefs  of  the  intended  infurreSion, 
communicated  this  circumllance  to  the  Ruffian  general  vvho 
ruled  in  his  capital. 

Soon  after  this  a  more  favourable  opportunity  prefented  itfelf, 
which  was  embraced  with  ardour.  Every  thing  having  been  prc^ 
pared  for  the  occafion,  Zajonchiek,  Kolontay,  and  Ignatius  Potoc- 
ky,  who  had  foujld  an  afylum  at  Drefden,  returned  to  Poland, 
while  Kofcuiiko,  who  had  fled  to  Italy,  to  avoid  the  jealoufy  and 
evade  the  fufpicions  of  the  Ruffian  government,  appeared  at  the 
fame  time  on  the  fcene  of  a£tion.  The  city  of  Cracow  was  the 
fpot  fixed  upon*for  th«  commencement  of  the  Infurreftion,  and  it 

^  Kapu(Us  the  banker* 
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was  there  that  the  new  genet^I  was  received  as  a 
March  24,  1794.  Madalinfky,  who  had  ilill  retained  his  regi- 
ment, notwithftanding  the  orders  arid  even  the  menaces  of  the 
Ruffians,  inilantly  joined  lilm.  Several  hundred  pea£ints  armed 
with  fcythcs  and  pitchforks,  ranged  themfelves  under  his  banners, 
and  a  body  of  three  thoufand  foot  and  twelve  hundred  horfb 
foon  aflumed  the  appearance  of  a  little  army,  in  which,  in  ex- 
prefs  oppofition  to  the  cuftora  of  the  nation,  the  infantry  was 
more  numerons  than  the  cayalry. 

No  fooner  was  the  aft  of  infurreftion  publiflhcd  on  the  part 
of  thePolifh  patriots,  than  a  corp%  of  f:ven  thoafand  Ruffians  v^as 
collefted  together  with  the  view  of  difperfing  and  punifhing 
them.  To  this  force  the  troops  under  Kofciufko  were  far  in- 
ferior in  point  of  numbers,  difcipline,  and  arms ;  but  they  were 
actuated  by  ar  noble  zeal,  and  led  on  by  an  intrepid  chief.  The 
contefl  was  (harp  and  bloody,  and  viftory  declared  at  length  in 
favour  of  the  infurgents,  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  put 
their  fpoilers  to  flight. 

No  foorier  did  the  intelligence  of  this:  engagement  arrive  in 
the  capital,  than  the  inhabitants  of  Warfaw  prepared  to  imitate 
the  example  of  Cracow.  It  was  in  vain  that  general  Igelftrom, 
who  wiaS'  perfortally  odious  to  the  citizens,  caufed  all  thofe  to  be 
arrefted  whomh^  confidered  as  attached  to  the  interefts  of  their 
country,  for  on  the  i8th  of  April  a  commotion  took  place  in  the 
metropolis,  the  populace  of  which,  accuftomed  to  the  excefles, 
and  infenfiblyled  to  imitatethe  cruehy  of  their  oppreflbrs,  put  two 

thoufand  Ruffians  to  the  fword.  Their  general  himfelf  wasbeGeg- 
ed  in  the  houfe,  or  rather  palnce,  which  he  inhabited,  and'  taking 
advantage  of  a  pretended  capitulatFon,  found  means  to  efcape  to  the 
Pruffian  camp.  The  inhabitants  of  Wilna;  on  heating  of  thefe 
fuCceffiss,  determined  on  revenge ;  but  their  leadBf*,  conducing 
himfelf  with  equal  £k.ill  and  modefution,  made  ali  the  Ruffians 
quartered  in  the  capital  of  Lithuania  prifoners,  witf^ut  blood/hed, 
Such  was  the  contagion,  that  the  cantons/ of  Ch&kd  and  Lublin 
.  aUb  declared  themfelves  in  a  flate  of  infuriedion,  while  tluee  Poiidi  • 

♦  Jaslnfky. 
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regiments  in  the  fcrvlce  of  Ruffia  fwcrved  from  their  allegiance, 
and  ranged  themfelves  on  the  fide  of  their  country.  Many  of 
the  partizansof  the  emprefs  were  now  arretted,  and  feveral  of  the 
principal  of  them,  fuch  as  the  hetman  KoflakofHky,  the  biHiop 
his  brother,  Zabrello,  OzarofHky,  and  Ankvitch^were  condemn* 
cd,  aud  fentenced  to  an  ignominious  death. 

While  the  inhabitants  of  Poland  were  every  where  in  arms, 
and  panted  with  a  generous  indignation  to  burft  their  fetters, 
the  king  feems  tp  have  afiedled  a  rigorous  neutrality ;  but  it  was 
well  known  that  he  was  jealous  of  Kofciufko,  and  reprefented 
his  intentions  as  hoftile  to  the  interefts  of  his  country.  The 
Ruffians,  on  one  hand,  confidered  him  as  a  minion  bound  to  obey 
the  dicStates  of  the  emprefs,  while  his  own  fubjefls,  viewing 
him  with  fufpicion  and  difguft,  feemed  to  look  upon  him  as  an 
enemy  to  Poland.  He  flill,  however,  poflefled  fome  weight  in 
the  government,  and  had  he  declared  at  this  moment  againft 
Ruffia,  his  name  and  dignity  would  have  armed  the  majority  of 
the  inhabhants  againft  the  invaders. 

But  it  was  not  with  the  Ruffians  alone  that  the.  gallant  defen- 
ders of  the  liberties  of  Poland  had  to  contend.  Frederick- Wil- 
liam of  Pruffia,  Confidering  this  infurreftion  as  a  revolt  againft 
the  coalefced  powers,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  forces, 
and  advanced  to  the  fupport  of  his  dlfcorhfited  stTlies  ;  while  the 
imperial  Catharine  augmented  her  army  by  means  of  veteran 
regiments,  and  fent  her  beft  generals  to  the  fcene  of  a£lion. 

In  the  mean  tiiTie,  Kofciufko^  who  had  gained  the  confidence- 
of  the  peafantry,  and  always  fought  on  foot  at  their  head,  cloth- 
ed and  accoutred  like  one  of  themfelves,  perceiving  that  Suwar- 
row  and  Ferfon  were  rcfolved  to  unite  their  forces,  with  a  view 
'to  overpower  his  little  army,  determined,  if  poffible,  to  prevent 
their  junftion.  While  occupied  in  this  attempt,  he  himfelf  was 
attacked  by  the  latter  at  Maciejovitch  on  the  4th  of  Odlober,  . 
On  this  occafion  he  feems  to  have  difplayed  his  accuftomed  ta- 
lents, intrepidity,  and  valour,  but  he  was  deferted  by  his  ufuSil 
good  fortune.  Overpowered  by  numt>ers,  obliged  to  contend 
againft  fupertor  difcipline,  and  but  ill  provided  with  cannon,  am- 
munition, orfupplies  of  any  kind,  the  fmall  body  of  troops  under 
9  his 
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his  oommaucl  was  at  length  obliged  to  give  way»  and  liioft  of 
them  were  either  cut  to  pieces  in  the  purfuit*  or  furroauded  and 
forced  to  lay  down  their  arms. 

Thofe  who  elcaped  from  tlie  conquerors  flaut  themfelvcs  tip  in 
the  village  of  Praga,  which  forms  a  kind  of  fuburbs  to  tVarfaw. 
This  was  befieged  and  talcen  by  aflault,  November  2,  by  Si\war- 
row,  who  on  this  occalion  renewed  the  horrors  formerly  perpc^ 
trated  by  him  at  IfmailovV;  and,  dreadful  to  relate,  not  content 
With  the  flaughter  of  the  foldiers,  he  is  reported  to  have  put  the 
inhabitants  of  both  fexes  to  the  (word. 

Staniflaus  was  now  freed  from  all  his  fears  relative  to  a  general 
Vrho  had  gained  the  afieflions  of  the  moft  numerous  part  of  his 
fubjcfls,  and  afpired  to  the  glorious  title  of  deliverer  of  his 
country.  Tliis  prince,  however,  did  not  profit  by  ihe  event,  for 
he  now  beheld  the  courts  of  Peterfburgh,  Vienna,  and  Berlin, 
uniting  the  temainder  of  his  kingdom  to  their  former  acquili- 
tions,  and  leaving  him  in  pofTeflion  of  nothing  more  than  an 
empty  title.  In  fliort,  he  was  foon  forced  to  retire  from  his 
capital,  and  repair  to  Groduoj  glad  to  efcape  from  the  iniblence 
of  Repnin,  who  cottimanded,  on  the  part  of  Ruffia,  in  the  con^ 
quered  provinces,  and  affedted  all  the  (late  and  dignity  of  a  xno- 
narch.  Sut  the  humiliatipn  of  Poniatowlky  did  not  end  here^ 
for  it  was  foon  after  intimated  that  he  muft  abdicate  his  crown } 
and  this  ceremony  accordingly  took  place  on  the  S(5th  of  No-» 
vember,  1795.  ^ 

Soon  after  this,  his  (lay  in  Poland  was  interdi^ed,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  abandon  hts  native  country,  and  retire  to  St.  PeterF* 
burgh*,  where  he  died,  in  an  inglorious  exile,  of  an  apoplexy^ 
April  1 1,  1798, 0.  S.  in  the  fixty-feventh  year  of  his  age. 

In  tiie  mean  time  the  ambitious  and  fortunate  empre^, 
after  a  long  and  fuccelsful  reign,  tiad  alfo  ended  her  own 
career  j  and  her  fon^  the  prefeht  emperor '  Paul^  was  now 
feated  on,  a  throne  which  fhe  had  rendered  formidable  by 
a  feries  of  vi£tories.     This  «prince,  who  has  fince  rendered  his 

*  While  m  tb9  capital  of  RulBa,  his  majefty  refided  in  the  maible  ffalace  on  the 
banks  of  the  Neva.  A  little  before  hit  death  he  requefted  hit  chaplain,  Yiirevitch« 
to  give  him  abrolution,  and  a^naUy  died  in  the  a^  of  repeating  the  penit«acia]  pfalxns. 

name 
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name  illufirious  by  his  clemency*,  ordered  due  honours  to  be 
paid  to  the  corpfe  of  Stanifiaus.  The,  body  accordingly  lay  ia 
Ih^te  during  three  days^  and  when  his  imperial  majefiy  paid  his 
lad  vifit  to  the  remains  of  this  unfortunate  prince,  he  is  faid  to 
have  placed  the  crowixl  with  his  own  hand  upon  his  head,  as  if  to 
intimate  that  it  ought  never  to  have  bc^n  bereaved  of  it. 

Stanifiaus^ Auguftus-Poniatowiky  was  one  of  the  moQ  accom^ 
plifhed  men  of  hisage.  In  his  perfon  he  was  handfome ;  and  hi$ 
attainments  were  fuch  as  fall  lo  the  lot  pf  few  .princes,  for  he 
could  converfe  in  the  languages,  aod  was  well  acquainted  with 
all  the  beft  authors  of  France,  Germany,  Italy,  and  England  f. 

Attached  to  pleafurc,  he  was  at  once  amorous  and  extravagant ; 
and  fuch  was  his  love  of  gaiety,  that  he  feems  to  have  preferred 
the  chara£ler  of  ah  accompliflied  gentleman  to  thaR'of  a  great 
king.  Fitted  for  private  Jife  alone,  he  became  a  monarch  by 
accident  and  intrigue.  Inflead  of  being  furrounded  by  ftatefmen 
and  warriorS)  his  court  was  crowded  with  ixiiftrelTes  and  fa-  ' 
vourites ;  the  former  of  Whom  fwallowed  up  his  revenues,  while 
the  latter  prepared  new  means  of  diffipation,  and  wer^  perpetual* 
ly  occupied  in  devifmg  balls,  ihews,  and  entertainments. 

While,  the  three  coalefced  powers  were  difmembering  his  pro- 
vinces, his  majefty  was  revelling  on  a  penfion  beftowed  by  one  of 
them ;  and  at  the  time  that  his  fubjeds  were  perifhing  either  in 
the  fieU  of  battle,  or  on  the  fcalFolds  erected  by  the  invaders,  he 
was  feen  decorated  with  the  Ruffian  order  of  St.  Andrew,  faun- 
tering  amidft  the  fuppliants  at  the  levee  of  a  viceroy  of  the  court 

of  St.  Petcrfburgh.  - 

In  ihort,  Poniatowiky  was  unworthy  of  his  high  ftation.  He 
entertained  a  prefentiment  that  he  ihould  die  a  violent  death  %% 
and  was  expofed  to  perpetual  fears,  on  account  of  a  life  which  he 

*  Odc  of  the  firft  adis  vf  hit  icign  wai  tp  releafe  the  gallant  asdujvfortwiate 
Kofctufto  from  that  bondage  to  which  he  had  been  condemned,. for  afpiring  to  ffcc 
hit  native  country  from  the  thoUt  degrading  fervitade. 

f  Staniflaua  was  intimately  acquainted  with  EngVtih  literature,  and  particularly  fond 
•f  the  works  of  the  late  Dr.  Jofanfonjt  is  a  faft  that  has  efcaped  the  notice  of  his  h- 
borioue  biographer,  that  the  PoIiOi  ninifter  at  the  court  of  London  waited  'upon  Pr, 
J.  in  the  name  of  the  king,  and  expreflcd  his  majefly*8  refpedt  for  his  talents. 

}  See  WraxalPs  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of  Berlin.  . 
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could  not  prcfcrvc,  and  of  a  crown  which  he  deferved  not  to 
wear,  and  of  which  be  was  at  length  bereaved,  notwithftanding 
the  difgracefiil  facrifices  he  had  made  to  pitferve  it. 

Had  Staniflaus  pofleiled  the  virtues  of  a  hero,  he  might  hare 
Immortalized  bis  own  name,  and  freed  hii  country  from  its  op- 
prefTors ;  but  he  was  a  weak  prince,  who  neither  challenges  our 
'^miration  nor  our  e(leem ;  wfaofe  chara£ler  was  deficient  in 
every  thing  that  conftitutes  a  great  fovereign  ;  and  whofe  name 
will  occupy  a  confpicuous  place  in  the  catalogue  of  worthier 
kings.  V 
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^  » 

It  but  feldom  happens  that  our  country  gentlemen  cnltivate 
a  tafte  for  literature,  or  devote  a  portion  of  their  time  to  the  fci- 
ences.  Their  exertions  are  generally  confined  Xofiel4JfGrts^  all 
'  of  which  are  cruel,  being  calculated  for  the  deftruAion  of  their 
fellow  animals ;  and  vlrhen  they  aft  in  the  charaftcr  of  magif- 
tratcs,  their  zeal  is,  too  frequently  direftdd  againft  the  petty  de- 
linquencies of  their  lefs  fortunate  neighbours,  Whofe  fole  crime 
confifts  in  their  poverty ;  for  it  is  a  fliameful  feature  in  our  game 
laws,  that  what  is  no  offence  in  a  man  of  a  hundred  pounds  per 
annum,  or  the  fon  of  an  efqiiire,  or  one  of  higher  degree,  is 
attended  with  penalties,  and  perhaps  imprifonment,  to  the  off- 
fpring  of  a  peafant*.  Perfons  of  this  defcription  of  courfe  fink 
into  the  ibil  that  bears  them  with  reluftance,  and  rot  in  com* 

*  It  it  not  here  meant  to  inHnuate  aught  agalaft  that  honouiable  cUfa  of  country 

gentlemen  who  derot*  their'  time  to  the  improvement  of  their  eftatea  and  the  coo/e* 

quent  bpnifitof  the  nation;   but  furely  h  cannot  be  confidered  as  reprehenfible 

to  attack  wure'Jfert/menf  who  are  perpetually  perfecating  the  game  and  the  pea* 

' ;  who  boaft  of  the  number  of  birds  they  themfelrei  put  to  death  in  the  courfe 

jy  and  yet  deem  it  aevly  as  criraiaal  In  a  yeoman  to  kill  a  pheafant  as  a 

pany 


piny  V»^li  tfieir»lfeloved  cdmpanions-^thWr  hounds,  their -horfes, 
and  their  •gamekeepers,  without  being  moumied  by  any  except 
thefr  own'  immediate  relatives  and  dependants,  or  dignified  by- 
even  the  accidental  mention  of  hi  (lory  or  biography.   •   '  ' 

But  when  men  of  property  devote  their  time  and  therf  for- 
tunes  to. the  purfuit  of  literature;  when  they  invefti gate  the- 
hiftory  of  nature,  arid  extend  the  boundaries  of  fcicncc;  they 
demand  our  refpe6t  during  their  exiftence,  and  cxcitfe  our  tears* 
when  they  are  no  more.  And  be  it  recorded  to  the  honour  of 
the  prefent  age,  that,  notwithftanding  the  alluring  difEpation  of 
a  towa  life,  and  the  ufuil  employment  of  one  fpent  wholly  in 
the  country,  no  period  of  our  hiftory  can  boaft  of  a  greater  num- 
ber of  mcri  who  have  relftiquiftied  every  fubordinate  gratification, 
and  delivered  them(elves  lip  to  the  cultivation  of  the  hum^n  in- 
tellei^.. 

Among  fuch*  as  are  entitled  to  this'  honourable  mention,  the 
fubjeft  of  thefe  memoirs  holds  a  confpicuous  place,  and.  an  at- 
tempt (hall  be  made  lil^this  article  to  defcribe  and  illuftrate  his' 
labours,  without  beihg  tempted  by  pur  admiration  to  conceal,  or 
even  to  extenuate,  his  foibles.  • 

Part  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  having  been* 
driven  before  the  conquering  fword  of  the  unfparing  Saxons,  took 
refuge  in  Wales,  where  they  and  their  defcendants  fturdily  main-* 
twined  the'u*  rigbts  and  independence  for  ages.  This  circumftance 
has  coritriDiited  hot  a  little  to  exalt  their  notions  of  family  gran- 
deur, ^d  to  render  them  boaftful  of  their  birth. '  Indeed,  a  far 
more  poliflied  nation  was  not  exempt  from  this  vanity,  for  the 
Athenians,  who  exulted  at  the  idea  of  being  the  primeval  inhabi- 
tants of  Greece,  and  pretended  to  be  produced  from  the  fame 
earth  they  inhabited,  wore  golden  grafshoppers  in  their  hair,  as 
badges  of  hoi^our :  thus  diftinguifhing  themfelves  from  every 
other  people,  by  means  of .  infe£b  feigned  to  be  fprung,  like 
themfelves,  from  the  foil.  Mr.  Pennant,  who  appears  not 
to  have  been  wholly  free  from  a  fimllar  propcnfity,  was 
a  Cambro-Briton,  having  been  bom  at  Downing,  or,  xxiore 
properly,    EJen   Owain  houfe,  in  the  pariik  of  Whiteford, 
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in  FlintihiK,  June  14,  17^6,  O.  S.  With  an  aocimcy 
that  deroends  to  the  minoteft  partjcuUrs^  he  himfclf  telb  us*, 
that  he  firft  faw  the  light  in  the  *'  yellow  room,"  4nd  that  <*  the 
celebrated  Mrs.  Clayton,  of  Shrewfbury,  ufhered  him  into  the 
world,  and  delivered  him  to  Mils  Jenny  Parry  of  Merton,  in  the 
fame  parifh>  who  ta  her  dying  day  never  failed  to  exclaim,  on 
feeing .  him,  *^  Ah !  you  rogue,  I  remember  you  when  you 
had  not  a  (birt  to  your  back." 

Ffom  the  fame  fource  we  learn  that  the  £imily  of  the  Pennants 
ranks  high  in  the  annals  of  Wellh  genealogy,  and  that  his  boufc 
was  always  confidered  the  Pen-cenedl,  or  chief  of*  the  clan. 
The  very  name  itfelf^  denotes  command  and  eminence,  althoiigh 
it  is  not  to  be  found  among  the  five  royal  tribes  of  Cambria,  or 
the  fifteen  tribes  of  nobles  of  North  Wales;  a  fixteentfa,  how- 
ever, that  of  the  March,  or  Llwyth  Maelor^  feems  to  have  been 
added,  for  the  cxprefs  purpoie  of  illudrating  it  and  its  allies  f. 
Tudor  Trevor,  the  chieftain,  was  the  fon  of  Yngr  ap  Cadfarch, 
defccnded  from  CJ^dell  Deurnllug,  king  of  Powys,  wh*  is  (aid  to 
have  been  .thf  founder  of,  and  to  have  refided  at 'Whittingtoi^ 
caflle,  which  appertained  to  his  pofterity  for  many  ages.  His 
mother  was  Rhicngar,  daughter  to  Lluddocca  ap  Caraddc  Vreicb- 
fras^  earl  of  Hereford,  who  was  one  of  the  knights  of  king  Ar- 
thur's round  table. 

,  Tudor  had  large  pofleflioKS  in  Herefordshire,  as  well  as  ia 
that  country  called  Ferlys^  lying  between  the  rivers  Wye  and 
Seveme,  in  right  of  his  mother.  He  was  contemporary  with 
Howel  Dda,.  king  pf  Wales,  whofe  daughter  Angahard  he  nfer- 
ried,  and  by  wliom  he  had  fhree  fons  and  one  daughter.  Powell, 
of  Edenhope,  in  his  Pentarchia^  defcribes  his  arms  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner : 

.  ^  •        ft  .  * 

«.Hift.  of  Che  parl/hei  of  Whitefonl  ttd  HolyWfel],  p.  a. 

f  The  aulihor  thought  that  his  derccnt  coald  be  traced,  on  WeUh-aothonties,  «p 
t«  the  princei  of  Powia,  t«  Ryualkon  Conwyn,  prince  of  North  Wales,  from  Rodeiic 
thf  Creat,  an4  from  Cadwallader,  and  finally  from  Vortigefo.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Engtiib  heraldi  are  eoaieat  with  a  rccurreace  to  John  •  Gavnt,  and  the  Coo- 
fueror* 

**  £«nmmis 


«<  Erminiis  fulgens  Theodori  parma  Trevori, 
**  Dat  rapidutn  fulvuroque  fintftro  verte  Iconcm; 
••*  Mofto^is  funt  nota  fatis,  fimul  arma  Trtvorisf." 

We  muft  now  take  a  leap  from  the  remote  peHods  o£  antiquity 
into  modern  times,  as  the' biographer  cannot  find  any  materials 
during  many  intermediate  centuries ;  we,  hot|vever,  learn  that 
David  Pennant  was  fhcrifF  of  Flint  in  1643,  and  here  we  will 
permit  the  fubje£t  of  this  memoir  to  defcribe  his  immediate 
anceftors  in  his  own  words: 

**  My  great,  great  grandfather  was  an  officer  in  the  garrifon  of 
Denbigh,  when  it  was  befieged  and  taken  by  my  maternal  great, 
great  grandfather,  general  Mytton.  My  loyal  anceftor  fufferjed 
here  a  long  injprifonmeot.  Bychton  was  plundered ;  and  the 
diftrefsof  the  family  fo  great,  that  he  was  kept  from  (larving  by 
the  force  of  conjugal  affeftion ;  for  his  wife  often  walked  with  a 
bag  of  oatmeal  from  the  parifh  of  Whitcford  to  Denbigh,  to 
relieve  his  wants."  The  next  we  meet/with,  is  major  Hugh 
Pennant,  who  is  termed  *^  a  brave  and  faithful  officer  in  the  royal 
army  ferving  in  North  Wales  -"  and  it  muft  not  be  omitted, 
that  he  was  married  to  Margaret  Aungier,  baronefs  of  Longford, 
one  of  the  daughters  of  Sir  Thomas  Cave  of  Slimford,  in  the 
county  of  Northampton,  knight.  We  alfo  hear  of  Pyers  Pen- 
nant^ whofe  wife  was  one  of  the  celebrated  feven  fillers  of  the 

1 

f 

*  That  nothing  of  fo  precious  a  genealogy  ihould  bs  lod  to  the  reader,  we  here 
prcienC  him  with 

«'-l>efcend«ntfl  extant  iif  the  ihtle'liiie  I  '"^ 

**  VUboiInt  Hampden  and  baron  Ttettr. 

«<Moftyni ofMoftyBy     1    _ 

ofTrelacre,    J 

« • .  of  Bryngwyn* 

; .."..of  Hcgroit. 

<<  Pennant '. of  Bychton* 

:       '  <*  Richard  Pennant. ,,  Baron  Penrhfo,  -  ^      • 

'<Jefferiei • ...ofAAon.    . 

<*Sd%^i k V.  ;.'.."*. of  Chifkr  ..  ,.  ..  . 

«. Wynne «..•.•...  .^.  »..-.•£ 0«rwyn«fawr.'>. 

'    *f  Joan «•••••• V. of  Uvyn-oan«'.'  > 

.     iir.   .;:i;;  Sfj  houfe 
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houfc  of  Gwyranncjr»  all  of  wlioai  married  about  the  lame  timey 
and  all  became  widows,  and|  what  is  ftill  more  wonderfal^  only 
two  of  them  renewed  their  nuptial  vows.  ,     | 

Peter  Pennant,  Mr.  Pennant's  gprndfather,  accepted  of  a  com- 
miiHon  in  the  army,  in  the  reign  of  Anne,  ferved  during  the 
£ege  of  Brufiels,  and  retired   in  difguft,   on  account   of  the 
behaviour  of  his  colonel,  Sir  Thomas  l^endcrgaft,  who  declined 
to  give  him  fatisfaflipD.    The  uncle  of  Peter  rcfidcd  at  Cheliea ; 
•*  where,"  fays  Mr.  Pennant,  "  my  father  told  me  he  was  fre- 
quently taken  by  him  to  the*  coSee-houfe,  and  there  he  uied  to 
fee  poor  Jlichard  Cromwell^  a  little,  and  very  neat  old  man,  with 
a  mofl:  placid  countenance,  the  eSkA  of  his  innocent  and  anamr 
bitious  life." 

.  We  now  come  ta  his  own  father,  whofe  pifiure  is  prefcrved 
in  the  family,  with  the  head  encircled  in  a  long  flowing  wig,  in 
.whicli  he  was  painted  at  the  age  of  fifteen ;  his  education  had 
fceen  neglefted,  but  vft  are  afTurcd  that  he  was  abn'ormis  fapiens^ 
and  poiTefled  the  beft  of  hearts?  As  for  his  mother,  (he  was 
third  daughter  of  Richard  Mytton,  Efq^of  Halilon,  one  of  fif- 
teen children,  by  A rabella/eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  John  Honblon, 
lord  mayor  of  London  in  1695,  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  admiralty  in  the 
time  of  king  William^  and  the  firft  governor  of  the  bank  of 
of  England, 

The  dire^  dcfccnt  has  been  thus  briefly  fltctched';  Norroy,  or 
Clarencieux,  could  alone  purfud  the  mazes  of'  the  collateral 
branches  from  John  Pennant  t ,  *'  who  had  a  ferpent  in  his  heart  ?" 
to  the  perfon  of  the  name  of  Pennant,  who  introduced  the  "par- 
cel pod."  We  may,  however,  be  permitted  to  mentioo,  that  one 
of  them,  William  Pennant,  fecond  fon  to  Hugh  PennatYt  of 
}{y^hton,  by  5ionet,  daughter,  of  Richard  ap  Htnvel  ap  Majtcny 

•  ««  Mr,  Pennant  'nmtginea*  (fee  the.  Hiftory  of  the  Ptriibet  of  Wbttefbrd  and 
Holywell,  p.  13)  ihaL  tb«  cofi<e<rboHfe  Here  mentioned^  Was  Don  Si|teio*s,"  which 
has  been  Ihuc  up,  and  aU  the  qoriofltiea  duperfed>  in  confe^Me  oitUh  that  took 
place  on  the  preinifipt,4n  the  bcginniiii;  of  ihii.year,  x,y^..    .  .   ^• 

f  See  *f  A  moil  certain  and  true  Jlelati»n.of  jl  Grange.  Monfter,'onSeipent^  found 
in  the  left  Ventricle  oi^  the  HcaA  6i  John  Pennant,  CenOeman,^.th«  aje  of  twenty- 
le  Years.    By  £dArandMay,.Doadr.of.PhiIofophy  and^FhyficJc^Ac*  ^39*^* 

'  *"  .  condefcended 


PFNNANT»  631 

condefcended  to  enrich  himfelf  and  family  by  keeping  a  fhqp 
at  the  fign  of  the  Queen's  Head  in  Smithfield ;  but  there  is  an 
attempt  to  render  even  this  tradefman  illuftrious  by  an  approxi- 
mation to  grtatnefsy  for  it  is  hinted  that  he  probably  was  goldfmith 
and  jeweller  to  the  royal  family. 

After  this  difcuffion,  in  which  we  have  endeavoured  exaAly 
to  follow  the  authorities  prefented  by  the  deceafed,  we  now  re- 
turn to  himfelf. 

No  fooner  was  an  heir  given  to  the  family,  than,  in  purfuanc^ 

to  ancient  cudom,  he  was  put  out  to  nurfe  at  a  neighbouring 

farm  houfe,  called  Pmtre^  a  little  building  covered  with  thatclj, 

and  which,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  improvement,  would  not  be 

dignified^with  any  oth^r  appellation  tlian  that  of  a  cottage.  The 

nurfe's  maiden  name  was  Pennant,  and,  although  not  a  fmgle 

word  relative  to  that  fubje£t  is  mentioned  here,  ihe  doublefs  con- 

ddered  herfelf  a  relation  of  the  family,  and  notwithftanding  (he 

had  long  pafied  by  the  name  of  Pierce,  which  was  that  of  her 

hufband^  a  freeholder  of  ^bove  a  hundred  a  year,  ihe  from  that 

inftant  refumed  her  original  one.    By  this  fofter-mother,  a  title  * 

which  formerly  conferred  a^fpecies  of  affinity  in  W^lcs,  the  boy 

•  feems  to  have  bee|:i  reared  with  great  care  until  the  time  for 

weaning  him  arrivec^  at  which  period  he  was  dqubtlefs  fent  back 

to  his  father's  houfe. 

No  fooner  had  he  attained  aproper  age,  than  young  Pennant 
repaired  to  Wrexham,  inthecounty  of  Denbigh,  where  he  receiv- 
ed the  firft  rudiments  of  his  education ;  thence  he  jwis.removed  to 
Fulham,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  metropolis,  and  was  put  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Croft,  a  fchoolmaftcr -of  fome  celebrity,  with  whom 
he  reCded  until  he  was  deemed  fit  'for  the  univerfity.  Oxford 
was  chofen,  on  this  occafion,  in  preference  to  Cambridge,  doubt- 
.  Ipfs  from,  family,  predilection ;  there  he  ^remained  during  a  con- 

• 

fidcrable  time,  and  afterwards  obtained  the  degree  of  LL»  D.* 

Witliin  thfe  walls  of  Oriel  college  he  applied  himfelf,  among 
other  branches  of  knowledge,  to  the  ftudy  of  jurifprudence^*  it 
.being  the  defigr^.  of  ^is  father  to  bring  him  up  to  the  bar :  but 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  fdlowed  the  lawsias:a  profdflioii. 


•  In  1771. 
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or  even  entered  himfelf  of  any  of,  the  inns  of  court,  which  is  a 
preparatory  ftep,  and  one  abfolqtely  indifpenfable  to  all  Tuch  ss 
are  defirou^s  of  pleading  in  otir  municipal  courts. 

His  mind»  indeed,,  had  taken  another  bent,  for  at  a  very  early 
age  be  had  imbibed  a  (Irong  predile^op  for  natural  hiftory,  in 
confoquence . of  a  trifling  accident*;  and  this  circumftance  de- 
cided his  future  purfuits  in  life. 

When  only  twenty  years  of  age  he  commenced  his  travels, 
in  a  very  proper  manner,  by  vidting  his  native  country  before  he 
made  himfelf  acquainted  with  foreign  lands ;  thus  diflering  greatly 
from  fuch  as  attain,  in  early  life,  a  better  notion  of  the  climate, 
fdily  culture,  natural  pfodu&ions,  and  curiofities  of  France  and 
It;(ly,  where  they  are  mere  birds  of  paflage,  than  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, where  they  are  deftined  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  thdr 

lives. 

Mr.  Pennant  made  a  tour  into  Cornwall,  from  Oxford,  in 
X746  or  1747,  in  the  courfe  of  which  he  paid  a(  viCt  to,  and  rc- 
£ded  during  fome  time  at  the  houfe  of  Dr.  Wittiam  Borlafe  of 
Ludgran,  who  in  the  kindeft  manner  made  hxm  acquainted  with 
every  tiling  worthy  of  notice ;  and  it  was  in  that  county,  {o  ce- 
lebrated for  its  fubterraneous  riches,  that  he  iirft  conceived  a  ilrong 
pafllon  for  every  thing  that  appertained  to  the  mineral  kingdom. 
The  knowledge  obtained  on  this  occafion,  not  only  proved  (er- 
viceable  to  him  as  a  naturalift,  but,  irvall  probability,  tended  not 
a  little  to  regulate  his  condu&  as  a  proprietor  of  mines. 

Soon  after  this,  moll  probably  on  leaving  the  univeriity,  he 
feems  to  have  returned  to  Downing,  where  he  refided  occa- 
fionally  with  his  father.  Certain  it  is  that  he  was  there  April 
2»  I750»  for  on  that  day  an  earthquake  was  felt,  not  only 
throughout  the  parifh  of  Whiteford,  but  all  the  mineral  dillrufl ; 
9ind  the  event  was  fo  forcibly  linprefled  on  his  mind,  that  he  tranf- 

« 

*  <<  A  prefent  of  the  Ornitbolo|!y  of  Francis  Willoghfay,  eftj.  made  to  xne  when  I  wji 
thOBt  the  a^f  of -twelve,  by  my  kinftnan,  tfaje  late  John  SJiibury,  efq,  of  Backcgra!;^ 
in  the  county  of  Flinty  father  of  the  fair  and  celebrated  wnter,'  Mrs.*Pj6xzi,  firfi  gate 
jne  a  tafte  for  that  ftudy,  Wid  ijieldentaily  alfo  f6r  tbaA»f  AatufU  hiftdry  in  geaei^ 
«rhicklitay«iuicepuYfaed  wifh  roy  confijtutio^a)  ardor.'* 

7tititerMty  Lift  rftht  Igif  7.  fam^mt  Zfy.,  p.  1.. 

mitted 
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inittecl  the  particulars  to  his  maternal  uncle,  James  Mytton,  eCj.  ♦ 
This,  which  was  piibliflied  uriknown  to  the  writer,  was  the  fcft 
of  his  compbfitions  that  ever  appeared  in  print. 

"Having  a  turn  for  the  ftudy  of  antiquities,  on  ^  gift  of 
November,  1754,  he  was  clefled  a  fellow  of  the  focicty  of  anti- 
quaries ;  but  he  withdrew  his  flame  in  1750,  foon  after  iiis  fijft 
marriage. 

During  the  fummer  of  the  feme  year,  our  naf5ra1!ft  detcr- 
jnined  to  make  himfelf  acquainted  with  the  fiftef"  kihgdom. 
He  accordingly  failed  for  Dublin,  and  after  a  flioit  ftay  thcfe;  ^-» 
lited  Ballicaftle,  the  Giant's  Caufeway,  Colraine,  the  extrcrhity  . 
of  the  county  of  Donegal,  Londonderry,  Strabone,  InntikiHen, 
Cafhel,  Waterford,  and  Kilkenny,  whence  he*  repaired  once 
rnbre  to  the  metropolis.  The  particulars  of  his  journey  were 
never  made  public ;  this  feems  to  have  proceeded  from  the  hoC- 
pitality  which  he  every  where  experienced,  for  •'  fuch'  was  the 
conviviality  of  the  country,"  fays  he,  ••  that  my  journey  proved 
as  maigrf  as  my  entertainment  was  gras^  fo  it  never  was  a  dift. 
fit  to  be  offered  to  the  public." 

He  however  feems  not  to  have  been  wholly  indifferent  to 
fame,  for  in  1756  he  publiihed  a  paper  in  the  Philofophical 
Tranfa^ionsf,  on  feveral  coralloid  bodies  he  had  coIIeiSed  at 
Coalbrook  Dale,  in  Shropfhire.  This  was  accompanied  by  a 
plate  engraved  by  Watkin  \y^illiaras,  a  perfon  who  refidei  at 
Downing,  in  the  capacity  of  an  humble  companion  to  hie  father. 

In  the  mean  tiitie  his  pailioti  for  natural  hiftory  had  induced 
hira  to  cultivate  an  acquaintance  with  the  learned  and  elaborate 
Swede,  whofe  ftudies  have  tended  fo  much  to  iimplify ,  arrange;  and 
illuftrate  this  branch  of  fcience.  He  had  accordingly  commenc- 
ed  a  cotrefpondence  with  him  in  the  year  1755,-  and  tranfmitted 
an  account  of  a  recent  concha  anomia^  which  he  found  adhering 
to  a  plant,  of  the  Norwegian  feas,  fent  him  by  biihop  Pontop- 
pidan.  It  was .  in  confequence  of  this  intercourfe  that  Mr. 
Pennant  received  what  he  confidered  as  the  firft  and  grdatcft''bf 

all  his  literary  bonoutf ;  for  in  1757  he  was  eledleda  member 

••••••  -  •        I 

f  See  Pbih  Tnaft  ?oI.  x.  of  Abrid.  p*  ti«  f  Set  vol.  sljx.  e*  51^  . 

^  of 
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«  of  the  royal  (bciety ^f  Upfal,  at  the  exprefs  inftance  of  the  illof- 
Irious  Lin(tafius*,  with  whom  be  continued  to  communicate 
until  age  and  infirmities  obliged  the  former  to  defift. 

In.  i759.our  naturalift  began  to  bethink  jiimfelf  of  the  com- 
forts of  .matrimony,  and  he  accordingly  took  4o  himfelf  a  wife. 
The  lady  jntched  upon,  on  this  occafion,  and  to  whom  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  rather  attached  by  fentiment  than  the  iifual 
Ibidid  confiderations  of  intereft,^as  Mifs  Falconer  of  Cheftcr. 
He  now  fuppofed  himfelf  fettled  for  life,  and  his  ciicumftanccs 
being  nether  narrow,  he  gave  up  all  thoughts  of  vifiting  the  .me- 
^  tropoUs,  or  makii^  any  of  bis  accuftomed  joumies.  Accordingly, 
in  1761^  be  repaired  to  Bychton,  the  primeval  feat  df  his  hmHy^ 
which  had  been  built  early  in  the  fizteenth  century,  and  si- 
thougb  the  habitation  of  ^  gentleman  of  middling  eftate  in  thofe 
iimple  days,  had  of  late  been  inhabited  by  a  farmer,  and  feems, 
in  point  of  magnificence^  to. have  pofielTed  but  little  refcmblance 
Co  the  Llysy  otpalace^  of  the  ancient  Welih  princes. 

But  although  Mr.  Pennant  now.  refided  wholly  in  the  coun- 
try, he  had  not  refigped  his  attachment  to  natural  hiftory. 
jOn  the  contrary,  in  1761,  he  began  his  "  JSritifh  Zoolo^," 
which,  when  completed,  confifted  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
plates^  on  imperial  paper.  Peter  Pallou  was  the  painter  of  the 
various  fubjeds,  and  he  is  reprefented  as  an  excellent  artift,  but 
rather  too  fond  of  gaudy  colouring.  The  engraver  was  Mazel, 
to  whoTe  (kill  and  integrity  he  bears  the  moft  unequivocal  tefil- 
fnony.  George  Edwards,  the  celebrated  ornithologift,  at  firft 
Conceived  fome  jealoufy  of  this  undertaking,  but  it  foon  fubfided 
into  friendfhip,  and  he  prefented  many  original  drawings  to  our 
author.  This  work,  to  the  expence  of  which  feveral  gentle- 
men contributed,  does  not  appear  to  have  fucceeded  equal  to  his 
expefiations,  In  confequence  of  his  ufing  a  folio  inftead  of  a 
quarto  page.     He,  however,  behaved  nobly  on  the  occafion,  for 

**  «  Haoc,**  fays  the  great  iiat«raKft>  *'  reciuvi  in  rocietatis  rcjgis  Upfafieofis, 
publico confeifH,  I757i  <i*  xy  Februarii,  quam  cotlegse  et  focii  omnea  avidiffimcex- 
f ipiebant,  et  mirau  Tunc }  ce  quoque  eodum  die  mcmbram.  prcfats  focleutes  aaadf- 
itio  confenfu  eUgcre  omnes,  et  mihi  in  mainSath  dedere  hoc  6U  figfiificaadf :  -probe 
perfaali  tc  czccpturum  hoc  eorum  officiiim  beDeYole,  ab  amorein  quem  ftn  in  fcjca* 
tia»,et  omnia  ^a«  ufiri  publico  inferviijit.7    -     •  ....... 


he  dedicated  the  profits  arifing  from  die  fale  to  the  benefit  of  the 
"Wclfli  charity  fchpoh  near  Gray's-Inn,  London. 

On  his  father's  death,  which  occurred  January  i,  1763,  in 
the  feventy-eighth  year  of  his  age,  he  left  the  crazy  manfion  of 
his  anceftors,  and  removed  to  the  more  modem  and  more  oom* 
fortable  houfe  ^  at  Downing.  It  confifls,  beildes  bedcbamben,  of 
a  hall,  a  library  thirty  feet  by  eighteen,  a  drawing  room/ a 
fmoking  and  tea  room,  and  a  parlour,  capable  of  containing  mose 
guefts  than  he  ever  wiihed  to  fee  at  a  time,  it  being  his  maxUii» 
Jeptem^  convivium ;  navem  comncium. 

Having  found  a  rich  mine  of  lead  on  his'  eflate,  he  inftantly 
let  about  improving  the  houfe  and  adjacent  grounds^  both  of 
which  were  ^'  defaced  by  a  vil<  road  that  led  to  the  hamlet  of 
'Gwibnant^  or  the  Meandering  Glen."  As  the  demcrfne  was 
planted  up  to  the  vpry  door,  he  informs  us^  that  he  removed  the 
^loom,  and  let  in  the  light,  the  air,  and  the  profpedif  with  the 
axe  \  and,  in  cohfeqaence  of  a  friendly  exchange  with  Sir  Roger 
Moftyn,  enlarged  the  fine  fcenery  of  the  broken  g;rou9ds,  the 
woods,  and  the  water.  In  fhort,  he  continued  to  form  very  ex- 
tenfive  walks  along  the  fine  fwelling  lands,  beneath  the  (hady 
depth  pf  the  glens,  and  through  the  verdant  meads  which  mean- 
'der  to  the  fhore.  The  views  are  various  towards  the  hills,  and 
the  ancient  Pharos  on  Garreg;  the  dreary  woodlefs  track  of 
Wiral,  one  of  the  Che(liire  hundreds,  ftretcbing  towards  the 
capital  of  the  county,  checqu^red  with  alternate  fpots  of  heath 
and  corn,  is  cheerlefs';  but  the  fea  profpe£i,  we  are  told,  is  ani- 
mated with  the  numerous  fleets  entering  into  and  failing  out  of 
the  port  of  Liverpool,  which  from  a  fifhing  town  has  fuddcnly 
ftarted  into  an  emporium.  In  the  near  view  below  the  houfe, 
he  alfo  contrived,  by  the  converfion  of  fome  of  his  minerals  into 
bride  and  mortar,  to  turn  a  deferted  mill  into  the  abbey  of  Mo^ 
landina,  by  way  of  a  trap  for  antiquaries ;  this  he  of  courfe  con-« 
iidered  as  an  innocent  impcflure. 

Being  now  provided  with  the  means  of  gratifying  one  of  hi« 
favourite  pdflions,  and  incited  perhaps  by  a  recent  domeftic  ca- 

.^  *  Mr.  JBe^dell'bas  puUiiked  an  dignving  of  Dow&isgBmong  bis  WeUh.  feats. 

4'       .        .  lamity 


Iftmky — the  lofe  of  a  good  and  amiable  wife— he  determined  to 
travel  on  the  continent.     He  accordingly  left  London,  February 
19,  1765'*,  repaired  to  France,  pafied'  through  St.  Omcr's, 
Aire,  Arms,  Perron,  and  acrofs  the  great  foreft  to  Chantilli ; 
and  thence  to  Paris.     While  there,  he  was  fortunate  enough 
to  form  an  acquaintance  with  th^  celebrated  count  de  Baflfbn> 
who  treated  him  with  great  politcnefi  and  attention,  notwith* 
Ibndtng  Mr.  Pennant  had  made  a  comparifon,  in  his  Brrtifii 
ZocJogy,  between  this  philofof^hical  foreigner  and  his  own  coun- 
tryman," the  religious  Mr.  Ray,  highly  difadvantageous  to  the 
'former.     He  attributes  the  reply  of  the  French  naturalift  to  his 
irritabilityy  but  furcly  the  original  offence  was  committed  on  tire 
part  of  the  Englifh  naturalift,  who  it  feems  could  not  mak^  men- 
tion even  of  a  mole,  without  a  perfonal  attack  on  the  opinions  of 
one  of  the  mod  illuftrious  ornaments  of  fcience  in  modern  days. 

•*  He  probably  relented,'*  fays  our  author,  "  for  in  the  fol- 
lowing volumes  of  the  Htfioire  Naturelk  des  Oifeaux^  he  fre- 
quently made  ufe  of  my  authority,  which  fully  atoned  for  ahafly 
and  miiguided  fit  of  paifion.  I  did  not  wifli  to  quarrel  with  a  gen« 
deman  I  truly  efteemed,  yet,  unwilling  to  remain  quite  paflive, 
in  my  index  to  his  admirable  works,  and  the  Planches  Enlumiruei^ 
I  did  venture  to  repel  his  principal  charge,  and  con  amore  to  re- 
taliate on  my  illuilrious  aiTailant.  Our  blows  were  light,  and  I 
hope  that  neither  of  us  felt  any  material  injury. 

^'  I  mud  blame  the  comte/'  adds  he,  ^*  for  fuppref&ng  bis 
acknowledgment  of  feveral  communications  of  animals  which 
I  fent  to  him  for  the  illuflration  of  his  Htfioire  Naturelle.  One 
was  his  conguar  noir^  Suppl.  iii.  223.  tab.  Ixii. ;  mj  juptar^  or 
hlack  tiger ^  Hift.  Quad.  i.  No.  190.  Anolbfer  was  the  drawing 
of  bis  ifatis^  Suppl.  iii.  tab.  xvii.  which  he  attributes  to  good 
Peter  Collinfon.  The  third  was  his  chacal  adive  of  the  laroc 
work,  p.  112.  tab.  vi. ;  and  my  Barbary  fox,  Hl^ft.  Quad.*  i  Na 
J71,  of  which  I  furniflied  him  with  the  defigns.  Thcfe  are  no 
great  inatters:  I  lament  them  only  as  fmall  defetb  in  a  great 
diaraaer*." 

!,/<  The  Literary  Life  of  the  jatc  ThojMS  PcAOUit,  tS^.  by  htj&fcif/'  p.  4. 
Life,  p.  5. 
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On  his  way  to  the  fouth  of  France,  our  traveller  vt£ted  Men- 
bard  in  Burgundy » the  feat  of  the  count,  where  he  pafled  a  few 
^ays ;  at  Fcmey,  in  the  extremity  of  the  fame  provmce,  lie  paid 
hisrefpefis  to  Voltaire,  who  was  uncommonly  entertaining;  and 
in  his  attempts  at  English  fatis&ed  his  gueft  that  he  was  per* 
fe&ly  mafter  of  all  our  oaths. 

After  a  few  days  ftay  at  Lyons,  Mr.  Pennant  fet  oflFfor  Gre- 
noble,, and  the  Grand  Chartreufe;  then  repaired  to  Chambeiry, 
and  Geneva,  and  rambled  over  the  greater  part  of  Switzerland* 
,  There  alfo  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  men  of  talents ;  for 
at  Bern  he  had  an  interview  with  baron  Haller,  and  at  Zurich 
iaw  the.two  Gefners,  the  poet  and  the  naturalift,  thejiatter  of 
iwhom  ym  defcended  from  the  great  Conrad  Gefnen' 

Soon  after  this  he  repaired  to  Germany,  vifited  Ulm,  Augf> 
burg,  Donawert,  Erlang,  Bamberg,  Frankfort,  and  Nuremberg. 
In  the  laft  of  thefe  cities,  he  ^aid  a  vidt  to  Dr.' Frew,  Whoi!n  ht 
reprefents  as  a  venerable  patroh'pf  natural  hiftory. 

After  a  voyage  along  the  Rhine  from  Mcntz  to  Cologne,  ke 
proceeded  to  DuITeidprfF,  entered  Holland,  and  refidcd  for  Tome 
time  at  Amfterdam,  Rotterdam^  &c.  At  the  Hague  he  got  ac« 
quainted  with  the  celebrated  Dr.  Pallas,  who  afterwards  diflln* 
guiOied  hJmfclf  in  the  fervice  of  the  emprefs  of  Kuffia,  by  wbom 
he  was  fent  on  a  philofophical  miffion  through  the  mofl  diftant 
parts  of  her  extenfive  empire.  This  interview  with  the  Ger* 
man  naturalift,  forms  a  kind  of  epoch  in  rbe  literary  life  of  our 
countryman,  for  it  gave  rife  to  his  fynopfis  of  quadrupeds.  In  the 
fame  country,  but  in  a  different 'part  of  it*,  he  alfo  faw  Dr. 
iLawrence  Theodore  Gronovlus,  with  whom  he  appears  to  have 
kept  up  a  correfpondence. 

On  his  return  to  England,  Mr.  Pennant  finUlied  his  Zoology, 
a  work  which  had  been  interrupted  by  his  journey,  and  in  abpuc 
two  years  afterwards  he  was  .eledled  a  fellow  of  the  royal  fo- 
«ietyf. 

-In  1768,  at  the  requeft  of  Mr.  Benjamin  White,  bbokfellet 
•f  Fleet-ftreet,  the  Britifli  Zoology  was  republifhed,  in  two 

•  AtLcydto*  f  FeVrotrjra^,  1767. 

Tolumet 


^3^  FEJXNANr. 

volumes  ofiavo,  illufirated  with  fevcnteeen  plates ;  for  hts  per- 
miffion  on  this  occafion  he  received'  one  hundred  pounds,  which 
nc  moft  gencroufly  vefted  in  truftees  for  the  Welfli  charity 
fchool.  Much  about  the  fame  time  Mr.  Pennant  was  gratified 
by  feeing  the  folio  edition  tranflated  into  German  and  Latin,  fay 
M.  de  Murre  of  Nuremberg,  with  iKc  plates  copied  and  colour- 
ed by  ingenious  foreign  artifts. 

He  appears  about  this  period  to  have  vifited  London,  for  wc 
find  that  on' March  19,  1765,  Mr.  now  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  called 
at  his  lodgings  in  St.  James*s-ftreet,  and  prefented  him  with  that 
fcarce  book  "  Turner  de  Avibus.'*  In  1768,  the  fame  gentle- 
man communicated  to  our  naturallft  a^new  fpecics  oi  penguin^ 
brought  by  captain  Macbride  fronfi  tha  Falkland  idaiids.  On  this 
he  drew,  up  ap,  account  of  it,  and  all  the  other  fpecics  then 
known^  which  he  prefented  to  the  royal,  fociety ;  it  was  accord- 
ing  read  before  them,  and  publifhed  by  their  orders  *.  An  un- 
happy interruption  took  place  in  the  friendfhip  between  thefc 
two  able  men,  but  it  recomtpi?nced,  to  the  mutual  honour  and 
content  of  both  parties,  in,  1790,  and  continued  unbroken  until 
diflcvered  by  death.  In  May  J768,  Mr.  Pennant  had  paid  a 
vifit  to  tlie  prefijent  of  the  royal  fociety  at  Revefby  Abbey,  in 
Lincolnftire,  during  which  he  made  many  important  obferva- 
tiohs  on  the'  zoology  of  the  countfy,  being  affided  on  this  occa* 

uon  by  the  liberal  and, enlightened  communications  of  his  hoft. 

Our  author's  mind  being  always  in  a  progreflive  ftate,  the 
Jirpits'oF  his,  native  Britain  could  no*  longer  retain  his  ardour; 
accordingly,  in  1759,  he  formed  the  idea  of  an  Indian  zoology, 
an  undertaking  to  which  h^Was  chiefly  induced  by  the  novelty 
of  the  fubjedt,  and  his  intimacy  with  John  Gideon  Loton,  cfq. 
wholiad  longbeen  governor  in  fcveral  of  the  Dutch  iflandsof 
tile  Incjidi^'oc^^f),  and  had  employed  artifls  on  the  fpot  to  de- 
lineate the  birds  of-  the  country,  and  other  fubjefts  of  natural 
hiftory  t-     In  confecjuence  gf  tjie  very  liberal  condufk  of  thFs 

gentlexnan 
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•  Sec  vol.  IVHI. 
\  John  Gidcoii  Locon,  €r<|.  wu  a  DutchnDan,  having  btcn  boiti  at  Utiecbt,  \n 
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gentltman  the  work  wasr  immedtatelyTundertaketfy  and .  tyvUve 
{dates  in  fraalliblio'wereengraTotat'tbe  joint  d3^peitce-<A  Mr* 
JLoten,  Sir  Jrifeph^Banksrand  Mfe;*]lennant»  thef  laft 'of  wfaoa 
added  defcriptions  and  little  efEiy^.^  Jl  Aopvihowevery  .was*  put  to 
the  pubiica(ioAv  in  coofequenee  dfforoe  trifling  accident^^aod  aK 
lengthy  on  the  recx)ninieh^ation  of  our  natur^lift,  the  platels,  with 
three  more  executed  at  his  own  expence*  werp  prefeatdd  %<>  John 
Reinhold  Forfter,  the  celebrated  circumnavigator,  .who. cjurieil 
them  to  the  continent,  tranilated  the  letter  prefs  into  Latin  aud 
German,  and  publiihed  the  whole  at^  Halle  in  Saxony,  in  178 1^ 
not,  however^  until  he  ba4  drawn  up,  and  added  a  moft  inge- 
nious di&rtation  on  the.  climate,  winds,  and  foil  of  India,  ai^ 
another  on  the  birds  of  Paradife,  fince  well  known  to  mod^a 
naturalifts,  and  the  phoenix  celebrated  in  the  fong  of  the  aocienC 
poets.^ 

Mr.  Pennant's  reputation  was  now  fo  well  eftabll/hed  both;  at 
home  and  abroad,  that  learned  focieties  of  all  kinds  were  anxious 
to  nominate  him  one  of  their  afibciates;  accordingly,  in  Mardi 
1769,  he  was  eledjed  a  member  of  the  royal  academy  of  ifciences 
c£  Drontheim  in  Norway,  which  was  fignified  in  a  polite  letter 
ftom  the  prelate  of  that  fee. 

'  In  1770  be  publiihed  an  t)£bvo  Tolume  in  additipn  to  his 
BritiQi  Zoology,  with  numerous  plates,  additions,  and  defcrip- 
tions. 

He  had  long  concei?ed  a  defire  to  vilit  the  northern  parts  of 
thisilland,  and  accotdingty,  in  the  courfe  of  1 771,  he  undertook 
a  joiimey  thither.    An  account  of  it  was  publiihed  ibon  after. 

He  ¥feoi  to  Indit  in  175S,  and  exercifei  fevenl  of  the  bigheft  officers  of  Bvttvut, 
Ceylon,  and  Celebei. 

Being  greati/  attaehed  to  the  ftudy  of  natural  hiftory,  he  eftabli&ed  a  botAaicfal  • 
garden  at  Goluinhe,  and  employed  both  Europeans  and  natives  to  make  drkwiogs  of 
the  various  bealls,  birds,  fiihes,  iiifeds,  ftc«  of  the  country.    Tbefe^  on  hia  retwn 
to  Europe,  is  1765,  .he  liberally  communicated  to  artifts  of  worth  and  eminence,  and 
even  contributed  to  the  engraving  of  them  for  works  of  public  utility. 

After  remaining  feveral  yeare  in  England,  where  he  married  his  feCond  wife,  be  re-* 
turned  to  Hottand,  died  -in  hit  native  city,  Fehmary  25,  1789,  9gid  dghty,  and  was 
iflteired  in  St.  Jacob's  church  there. 

A  magnificent  ^cenotaph,  by  Banks,  wu  (reded  to  his  memoryj  ia  1795,  in  the 
.  north  aiile  oi  WeftminAcr  Abbey. 

under 
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under  the  tide  ef  **  A  Tdar  In  Scotland/'  and  fuch  was  the  fk^ 
Tourable  reception  it  experienced^  that  the  whole  impreffion  was 
purcbaied,  and  another  immediately  printed  and  CM.  Hexfixm- 
ed  to  think,  that  before  this  epoch  North  Britain  was  a»  little 
known  to  the  Englifli  nation  as  Kamtfchatkaj  tbe truth,  how* 
ever,  is,  that  it  had  been  often  vifited  and  defcribed,  but  he 
brought  home  a  more  favourable  account  than  preceding  tra- 
vellers, and  contributed  not  a  little  to  raife  the  eftimation  of 
Scotland  in  the  eyes  of  its  own  inhabitants,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
other  parts  of  the  world.  While  his  thoughts  were  thus  lauda- 
bly  direSed  towards  one  part  of  the  ifland,  he  was  not  forgotten 
,in  another,  as  the  univerfity  of  Oxford  had  for  fome  time  medi- 
tated to  beftow  a  degree  on  him,  and  one  was  accordingly  coa- 
ferred  in  full  convocation.  May  11,  1771. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  fame  year  he  took  a  journey  from 
nintfhire  to  London,  on  purpofe  to  congratulate  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks  and  Dr.  Solander  .on  their  arrival  frcin  the  circumnavi- 
gation of  the  globe.  On  his  return  he  had  an  interview  with 
father  Falkener,  the  Jcfuit,  who  had  pafied  thirty-eight  years 
in  Patagonia ;  arid  he  became  fo  thoroughly  fatisfied  of^the  ex- 
iflencc  of  a  race  of  fuperior  ftature,  in  confequence  of  his  fbtp- 
snents,  and  thofe  of  admiral  Byron,  that  he  entered  warmly  into 
the  contro^^erfy.  Magellan,  the  celebrated  navigator,  firft  dis- 
covered a  Tingle  individual  on  tbe  banks  of  the  river  La  Plata* 
and  great  numbers  of  them  afterwards  appeared  dnring  his  (by  at 
Port  St.  Julian,  in  1519.  Other  Europeans  Mo  faw  ibme 
tall  men,  but  did  not  meafure  their  height,  andlfae  whole  began 
to  be  difcredited  as  a  fable,  until  the  time  that  Byron  vifited 
thofe  feas,  when  Mr.  Clarke,  an  officer  who  accompanied  him, 
and  afterwards  commanded  the  Difcovery  in  captain  Cook^s  lad 
voyage,  afferted  on  his  return  that  none  of  them  were  lower  than 
eight  feet,  and  that  fome  even  exceeded  nine  *.  According  to 
Mr.  Falkener,  the  tallcft  which  he  meafured  vvere  feven  feet 
eight  inches  high ;  and  the  common  or  middle  fize  was  fix  feet. 
But  as  the  teftimony  of  Boug?iinvi]Ie9  and  a  number  of  other  rc^ 

•  8t<fftil<rfophicalTraftfidio!Mfor  x7*7,  p.'75."      * 
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fpe^ble  vtietif  was  ih  expfefs  oppofittoil  to  {fiis  eridence, 
^r.  Pennant  reconciled  difcordant  authorities,  by  making  the 
Patagoitians  a  nligratory  race,  fhifting  their  quarters  occftfionally, 
ibmettmes  piercing  into  the  interior  in  fearch  of  game,  and  at 
other  times  frequenting  the  fliores  of  the  ocean  for  the  facility 
of  pro<!tirihg  fait,  and  hurying  their  dead  within  a  certain  dil^ 
tance  of  its  waves.  It  muft  be  allowed  that  the  theory,  by  means 
of  which  our  author  folved  all  difficulties,  was  ingenious ;  but  it 
muft  at  the  fame  time  be  confcfled,  that  the  exiftence  of  thefe 
modem  giants^  a  few  accidental  diverfities  as  with  us  excepted,  ftill 
remains  among  the  problems  of  natural  hiftory. 

Mr.  Pennant  had  long  meditated  a  work  on  the  animals 
of  North  America,  and  had  already  commenced,  by  making 
out  a  lift  of  the  quadrupeds,  birds,  and  fiflies.  On  this  occafion 
he  feems  to  have  chofen  the  learned  and  ingenious  Dr.  Forfter, 
whom  we  have  already  mentioned,  as  his  coadjutor,  and  that 
gentleman  accordingly  publiHied  a  catalc^ueof  the  animals  of  the 
tranfatlantic  continent  in  177 1.  As  this  work  proved  fuccefsful, 
he  enriched  the  fucceeding  edition  with  a  copious  flora*  Ever 
adive  in  the  caufe  of  natural  hiftory,  Mr.  Pennant,  in  the  courfc 
of  that  fame  year,  laid  an  account  of  two  new  fpecies  of  tortoifes 
before  the  royal  fociety ;  this  was  well  received,,  and  afterwards 
printed  in  the  Philofophical  Tran(a£tions*. 

In  the  mean  t'mie  he  was  making  preparations  for  another 
journey  into  Scotland,  and  a  voyage  to  the  Hebrides.     He  ac- 
cordingly fet  off.  May  the  i8th,  177a,  and,  after  a  long  and  inte- 
rcfting  tour,  returned  rich  in  municipal  rewards,  almoft  every 
corporation  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  among  others  the 
capital,  prcfcnting  him  with  his  freedom.     His  voyage  to  the 
Hebrides  was  not  however  pebliflied  until  two  years  afterwards ; 
it  then  appeared  in  one  volume  quarto,  with  .forty- four  plates* 
He  did  not  vifit  the  ifland  of  Staflfa,  fo  faitious  for  its  bafaltic  co- 
lumns, but  he  publifhed  feveral  views  of  them  in  confequence  of . 
the  liberality  of  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  who  touched  there  in  thd 
courfe  of  the  fame  year  in  his  voyage  to  Iceland. 
lo  1773  appeared  the  o^vo  edition  of  his  Gtmra  of  Birds ; 

•  See  Vol.  hi. 
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but  this  year  was  not  configned  enjtirely  to  ftudy,  for  he  made  a 
northern  tour  in  England,  during  which  he  vifited  Lancaihire^ 
Weftmoreland,  and  Cumberland,  and  ikirtcd  the  weftern  fide  ci* 
the  county  of  York.     In  this  journey  he  was  accompanied  by  a 
young  man  whofe  pencil  and  etching  needle  were  frequently  em- 
ployed in  his  fervice  from  the  year  17699 'when  he  firft  became 
acquainted  with  his  merits,  until  the  time  of  Mr.  Pennant's 
death.     His  name  is  Mofes  Griffith,  born  in  1749,  at  Prygain- 
hoiife,  in  the  parifti  of  Bryn  Groer.  in  Llein,  in  Caernarvon- 
ihire,  and  defcended  from  poor  parents,  who  afforded  hia^  no 
other  indruction  than  that  of  reading  and  writing;  he  is  a  fclf- 
taught  artift,  and,  as  he  enjoyed  and  merited  Mr.  Pennant's  praife 
and  confidence,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  his  worthy  fon 
will  make  fome  providon  for  him. 

in  1774  Mr.  Pennant  vifitcd  the  Ifle  of  Man,  on  which  oc- 
cafion  he  was  accompanied  by  feveral  of  his  friends,  ofie  of  whom, 
/  the  reverend  Mr.  Davie^,  returned  in  the  courfe  of  the  next 
year,  at  his  requeft",  to  take  a  review  of  the  vegetable  productions 
of  tliat  little  fpot ;  he  obfervcd  about  five  hundred  and  fifty 
{plants,  and  formed  a  flora  of  the  ifland.  In  the  fpring  of  the 
fame  year  he  made  a  tour  in  Northamptonfliire,  and  the  adjacent 
counties,  with  a  view  of  enlarging  his  topographical  knowledge, 
and  pafled  a  few  days  with  the  late  dutchcts  dowager  of  Portland, 
.celebrated  for  Iier  tafte  for  antiquities  and  natural  hi.ftory. 

The  year  1776  was  produdtive  of- a  journey  to  Banhiiry, 
Warwick,  Tamvvorth,.&c.  which  he  took  in  his  way  home  . 
from  the  metropolis ;  on  il.is  occaGon  he  narro.wly  cfcaped  from 
a  death  which  would  have  been  admirably  fuited  to  an  antiquary, 
for  he  examined  the  old  church  of  Buckingham  at  eight  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  March  26,  and.  it  fell  before  fix  the  fame 
afternoon ! 

In  1777. he  made  a  tour  in  Kent,  and  vifitcd  not  only  all  the 
remarkable  places  in  that  county,  but  all  the  men  eminent  for 
their  knowledge  s^nd  attainments  in  natural  hifiory.  He  alfo 
publi(hed  a  fourth  volume  of  the  Britilh.  Zoology,  which  in- 
cluded the  vfrmes,  and  the  cru/iaceoui  znd  tejiaceous  anioials  of 
our  ifle. 

Next 
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Next  year  appeared  his  firft  Volame,  quarto,  of  a  tour  through 
North  tValcs.  In  1781  was  pubTiflied  the  firft  part 'of  the 
fecond  volume,  under  the  title  of  **  A  Journey  to  Snowdon.** 
On  this  occafion  it  is  believed  he  was  affifted,  fo  far  at  leaft  as 
concerns  the  Alpine  plants  of  NortK  Wales,  by  tiie  re^rend 
Mr.  Davics  ;  and  in  a!)  his  joiirnies  he  was  attended  by  the  re- 
verend John  Lloyd,  a  native  of  Llanarmon,  and  reftor  of  C^er- 
wis,  a  gentleman  well  {killed  in  the  language  and  antiquities  of 
that  part  of  the  ifland  in  which  he  happened  to  be  born. 

This  vras  a  bufy  year,  for  it  was  then  that  a  new  edition  of 
his  Synopfis  of  Quadrupeds,  two  volumesf  quarto,  made  its'  ap- 
j>earance;  as  alfo  his  **  Free  Thoughts  on  the  Militia  Laws.-* 
The  former  has  been  praifcd  by  many  foreigners  of  diftinflion 
in  the  annals  of  literature,  and  the  latter  is  entitled  to  the  com- 
mendation of  every  man  attached  to  the  rights,  the  privileges, 
the  happinefs,  ahd  the  comfort  of  his  fellow  fubjefls. 

Much'about  the  fame  time  he  communicated  to  the  royal  fociety 
a  paper,  afterwards  publiftied  in  the  Phllofophical  Tranfa£lions', 
relative  to  the  natural  hiftory  and  native  country  of  the  turkey, 
which  he  contends  to  have  come  from-America,  and  to  have  bedh 
unknown  before  the  difcovery  of  that  continent.  Mr.  Daines' 
-Barrington,  who  has  taken  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion,  aflerts 
that  this  fine  bird  boafts  an  caftern  origin :  to  this  opinion  he 
has  no  doubt  been  inclined,  in  confcquence  of  the  frequent 
mention  of  the  turkey  in  feveral  of  the  early  records  of  Hia- 
dooftan. 

Having  kept  journals  of  his  various  prcregrinations  from 
Downing  to  the  capital,  Mr.  Pennant  now  formed  them  into  a 
regular  work,  and  in  1782  appeared  his  **  Journey  from  Chef- 
ter  to  Lpndon."  hi  the  month  of  June  of  the  fucceeding  year 
he  made  a  voyage  down  the  Severn,  having  taking  boat  at  At- 
cham  bridge,  near  Salop,  and  landed  at  Holmsflat.  In  the  courfc 
of  this  tour  he  was  highly  delighted  by  the  pifturcfque  fcenery 
exhibited  along  the  banks  of  this  river,  more  efpecially  the  views 
from  Buildds  to  Ombrefly. 

The  *'  ArSic  Zoology,**  two  volumes  quarto,  appeared  in 
1785,  and  added  greatly  to  the  author's  fame,  for  it  wasTpeedily 
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tnnflited  into  French  arid  German*  On  this,  »  or  a  feraor 
occafion»  he  was  greatly  afiifted  by  Si*  Jofeph  BaRdcs,  who  m 
bfs  voyage  to  Newfoundland^^  m  1767,  had  made  hknfeif  ae^ 
quainted  with  feveral  new  fpecies  of  birds,  and  now  eniicbcd  the 
6rmthoIogy  by.  a  liberal  comm«nicatioo. 

A  hiaUiseftwo  or  tbiee  yean  appears  abbot  this  period  in  the 
litenry  lifey  and  eten  ia  the  Ucecary  ramUes,  of  oar  author ;  this 
wasoccafiboed  by  another  **  happy  ananiage."  He,  however, 
00  th^  return  of  his  fon  David  from  the  oontinecy^,  in  1787,  fee 
•at  on  a  four  to  the  Land's  End.  They-  failed  down  die 
Thames,  vifited  the  dock-yards  on  the  ISeotifii  fide,  aad  rqpaiied 
along  the  ihore  to  the  excremitY^  of  the  ifland. 

This  may  be  conftdiered  ^as  a  journey  tmpofod  upon  him  by 
duty,  for  it  was  undertaken  by  the  father  from  the  very  laudable 
motive  of  exhibiting  the  naval  ftrength  and  coimnercial  advao- 
fages  of  hii  native  ifland  to  a  promifing  youth  who  bids  fair  to 
prove  a  worthy  fucoeflbr.  So  long  an  abfence  hom  his  family 
and  ttfuai  place  of  abode  at  length  became  irkfome,  and  caft  an 
anxietj  over  his  mind  wliich  he  had  not  hitherto  been  accuftom- 
e^  to. 

&uiritig  the  vnhappy  conteft  with  tfie  colonies  Mr.  Pennanf 
appears  so  have  been  on  {he  fide  of  coercion ;  inftead  of  confider- 
ing  the  guilt  and  flume  attendant  on  that  ftruggle  to  ha^e  ori- 
ginated in  imprudent  and  diflioneft  counfels,  he  feemed  to  think 
that  the  fault  lay  with  thofe  who  were  cntruftcd  with  the  direc- 
tion, of  pur  armies.  Being  deeply  imprefled  with' tills  idea,  he 
now  puUiihed  a  work  entitled  *'  American  Annals,  an  Incite- 
ment to  Parliament  Men  to  inquire  into  the  Condud  of  our 
Commanders  in  the  American  war."  He  has,  however,  dnilttcJ 
this  tra£t  in  Aibfequent  editions  of  his  works,  being,  as  he  obferves 
with  much  amiable  difcretion,  *'  unwilling  to  revive  the  me- 

mory  of  the  mod  deplorable  event  in  all  the  anns^S  of  Gre^ 

*  * » ■  * 

Britain/' 

..." 

Jn    1779  the.  difcpntcn^5  of  the    people  were  grown  fe 

great    <'  that  he  thought  it  prudent  that  the  coupty  of  Flint 

'*{hould  add  its  weight  to  the  ^titions,  fo  that  by  prevailing  on 

..government  to  Icfen  every  unneceflary  burden^  the  minds  of  the 

people 


people  mig^  be  ;eaiedy  "and  all  ill  conjrqncnfft  pteventtdi  for 
civil  war  was  almoft  thitatonod/^  Mr,  li^msflX  u{»nlhis  q(> 
ca(ion  does  not -feem  to  have  boen  much  in  earneft,  &r  altbougk 
he  waa  ready  to  figD  a  peti|ion,  hexiprafled  an  utter  abhonencr 
of  a  committee  which  preTented  the  only  efiedual-  means-  iaf 
enforcing  its  prayer :  but  be  appeals  ^  have  afterwards  altered 
bis  opirTions  rdative  €o  this  oeoeflEirjr  inode  of  giving  eneigy  to 
the  puUic  fcntimeaty  when  it  (ended  to  the  advancement  of  bis 
own  prihcifdes.  >  .-v^ 

On  the  occafion  juft  alluded  to  he  did  intend  to  delivery 
Ipcech  which  he  has  pnnted,  but  be  very  honeftly  adds,  **  my 
fpirits  failed  me/*  He  appeare  to  have-  been  deferted  at  this 
X>eriod  by  the  fticklere  for  American  fubjugatioa,  as  the  dean  of 
St»  Afaph,  *^  burning  after  the  glory  of  chairinao»*'  proppM  a 
committee,  and  carried  the  point  *. 

Happily  for  the  interefls  of  literature,  b«)t  a  fmall  portion  of 
our  author's  life  was  dedicated  to  politics;  tic  was  now  em- 
ployed on  an  account  of  London,  ([M*  he  had  been  aocuftomed 
daring  many  years  to  walk  about  the  capital  with  his  note*boolc 
in  his  hand,  and  had  colle&ed  a  variety  of  materials*  Iii  1790 
a|^>eared  the  fidl  edition  of  this  work,  and  in  a-  ihort  time  two 
more  large  impreffions  were  called  for.  Two  years  after  this 
he  paUlflied  a  letter  on  mail  coaches,  in  the  courfe  of  which  he 
^tailed  the  grievances  of  th.e  Flintihire  pea&ntry,  who.  were 
obliged  to  work  on  the  public  roads  as  hand  as  if  they  had  been 
fubj^ed  to  the  old  French  corvits.  He  was  alfo  of  great  fervice 
to  the  country  by  punifhing  one  of  the  guards  who  had  com- 
roitted  an  infra£iion  of  the  laws;  for  thofe  fellows  had  fuppofed 
that  the  r^al  livery  was  an  exemption  from  control :  but  the  fpirit- 
ed  Qondudi  of  Mr,  Pennant,  in  his  charadler  of  juilice  of  peace, 
foon  taught  tfiem  that  their  fcarlet  coats  and  blue  fiuringsdld 
tiot  render  them  i^iviolable. 

It  was  DOW  fuppofed  that  the  labours  of  Mr.  Pennant  as  an 
author  had  clbfed;  but  in  1793  appeared  his  ^*  Literary  Life, 
written  by  himfelf/*  This  contains  a  moft  copious  accdunt  of  his 
wrltmgs  an^  peregrinations,  befides  a  variety  of  curious  particu- 

^  See^-Af f coda,  N«.  6,  to  Mr.  PennMit'i  Utfiaiy  IMu 
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lars  relative  to  the  genealogy  and  defcent  of  all  the  great  Caixibro- 
Britifli  families,  which  mud  be  prticularly  dear : 

I  hawh  ffn  caru  Cymree^, 

A  fpirit  of  philofophy  has  long  fince  rendered  iimilnr  inquiric: 
puerile  on  this  fide  the  Severn,  but  we  arc  no  doubt  coniidered 
as  novl  homines^  ip  comparifon  with  thofc  who'can  trace  their  pt- 
dlgrcc  to  a  period  when  their  remote  anceftors  were  tfiftributing 
juftice  to  their  barbaroOs  followers  in  a  Llys^  the  magnificence 
of  which  would  have  been  outrivallcd  by  a  creditable  bam  in 
modern  times. 

As  the  advcrtifcment  prefixed  to  the  laft  work  we  have  men- 
tioned exhibits  a  good  fpccimen  of  the  ftyle  and  manner  of  the 
:  author,  \vc  fliall  infcrt  it  here  :  * 

••'  The  title  page  announces  the  termination  of  my  authorial 
cxiftence,  which  took  place  on  March  i,  1791  f.  Since  that 
period  I  have  glided  through  the  globe  a  harmlefs  fprite;  have 
pervaded  the  continents  of  Europe,  Afia^ '  and  Africa^  and  de- 
fcribed  them  with  the  fame  authenticity  as  fScmeUt  Careri^  or 
many  other  travellefs,  ideal  or  real,,  who  are  at  this -day  read  with 
avidity  and  quoted  with  faith. 

"  My  great  change  is  not  perceived  by  mortal  eyes.  I  ftill 
haunt  the  benQh' of  jufticpes-;  I  am  now  aftive  in  haften- 
ing  levies  of  the  generous  Britons  to  the  field.  However 
unequal,  I  ftill  retain  the  fame  ^eal  in  the  fervice  of  my 
country ;  and  twice  fmce  my  departure  have  experienced 
human  paffions,  and  have  grown  indignant  at  injuries  offered  to 

•  "  To  all  who  love  Wales." 

\  This  undoubtedly  alludes  to  the  following  determination  expreflcd  by^im  on  a 
fnrmer  occafion  :  «*  Let  mc  requefl  the  jjood  inhabitants  of  L^rdfr.  and  lVeJiiK\rper,'^ 
laid  he,  «  not  to  be  offended  at  my  having  ftbiKld  their  J&ui  into  b  nntitKlfi  tli^ 
account  of  the  city  o/  London)  and  libertie*  of  Weftir/nidfft-,  into  a  qmarii  yvhxmt*  I 
have  condcnfed  Into  it  all  \  cculd,  bmitccd  nothing  that  fuejgeiled  icferf,  nor  a»p]'. 
tied  any  thing  to  m^kc  it  ^  guinea  boc\.  In  a  word,  it  is  dcmc  m  my  own  manner, 
froni  which  1  am  gr(3wn  too  old  to  depart.  I  feel  within  myfelf  a  certain  monitor 
that  warnc  me  to  hang  up  my  p^n  in  time  before  its  powers  are  weakcoetfy  Md  cen- 
fUred  vifibiy  impaired. 

« I  wuit  not  for  the  admonition  of  friends.  I  have  the  archbldiop  of  Grenada  in  mj 
eye  ;  and  fear  ^e  Imbecility  of  human  nature  might  produce  ja  Jong  vocft  4gc  tbc 
fame  treatment  of  my  kind  advif-rs  ai  poor  Gil  Bias  had  fjx>m  bii  moit  revcj«nd  pa- 
tron. My  literary  bequefts  (o  future  times,  and  mortf  ferious  conc'eras  muftoccepy 
the  remoant  of  my  days.    This  clofc^py  public  labours.'^    Preface  to  *'  London," 


my  native  land  ;  or  have  incited  a  vigorous  defence  agalnft  the 
lunatic  defigps  of  enthufiaftic  tyranny,  or  the  prefumptuous 
plans  of  fanatical  athiefts,  to  fpread  their  feign  and  force  their 
tenets  on  the  contented  moral*  part  'of  their  fellow  creatures.  ' 
May  I  remain  pofleffed  with  the  fame  paflions  till  the  great 
Exorcist  lay  me  for  ever.  The  two  laft  numbers  in  the  fol- 
lowing pages  are  my  pofk^cxiftent  performances.  Surviving 
friends,  fmile  on  the  attempt !  Surviving  enemy,  if  pny  I  can 
Kow  have,  forgive  my  errors  1 

^*  Tu  manes  ne  Icede  msos, 

r  •  . 

*'  Thomas  Pennakt."  ^ 

It  was  now  imagined  that  the  pen  of  our  author  had  becri 
♦*  hung  tip  for  ever ;"  this,  however,  was  not  the  cafe,  riotwith^ 
(landing  his  o^vn  allufion  to  the  archbiihop'  of  Grenada,  for  the 
year  1796  ufhered  in  **  The  Hiftory  of  the  PariflicsoC  White- 
ford  and  Holywdll,*'  much  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  public,  and 
the  entertainmeht  of  thofe  devoted  to  topographical  knowledge. 
As  there  is  fomething  novel  in  the  preface*,  it  (hall  be  inferte4 

here:  ,  *  . 

•       #  '  ' 

.     *     ^^  Thomas  Pennant," 

«  • 

<«  X) owning f 
J£rtl6\  %T?.M.  1795.'' 

Mr.  Pennant  having  thus  qrlfenfrwi  the  dead^  it  was  not  to  b^ 
fuppofed  that  the  ghoft  of  an  author  could  be  fo  eafily  laid.  Ac-r 
cordingly,  in  1798,  we  find  him  continuing  his  career  by  the  ^ 
publication  of  two  fplendid  volumes,  entitled  '*  The  View  of 
Hindooftan."  It  is  to  he  ohfcrved,  however,  that  on  this  occa* 
fion  he  a£led  'the  part  of  an  editor  rather  than  an  author;  for 
thefe  volumes  form  part  of  a  ftupendous  work,  undertaken  by 
^oij  and  partly,  if  not  wholly,  completed  many  years  before  *. 

'  In- 

*  Whh  theexeceptioB  of  Vo].  I.  they  occupied  four  years  of  his  Tife ;  and  aa  they 
nay  foon  be  eipefte4  to  make  their  appeannce^  the  followini;  account  will  not  be 
mirpbced  bene. 
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. .  Is^th^  GCMpife  of  Jiis  inquiries  be  had  coil^iS^d^evory  ioferma- 
.  ti^on  ^om  books«  ancient  and  n>odera>  aqd  &a«i. living l^veUcn 
of  the  rooft  refpec^ble  charafleis.  He  had  ?Up  illuftr»tedtlm 
great  undertaking  at  a  prodigious  expouce»  by  chaut^,  foatp&t 
drawings*  &c.  It  h  not  to  be  wondered,  therefi>re«  Aat  £aftern 
and  Weftern  Hihdoottan  fliould  be  accompanied  b^  very  fine 
(^ravings.  They  are  in  number  twenty^three,  all  executed  by 
Kble  artifts,  and  among  other  rare  prbduAiont,  is  exhilHted  a  very 
^  £ne  fpecimen  of  that  beaottful  bird  the  Napaul  pheaiant. 

.  **  I  had  many  iblicitationc  from  my  friends,*'  fays  he  in'  his 
preface;  **  and  a  few  wishes  ^om  perfons  unknown,  delivered'  in 
the  publie  prints,  to  commit  to  the  preds  a  part,  in  the  forming 
which  the  ppfthumous  volumes  might  hereafter  make  their  ap- 
peara^,  I  might  have  pleaded  the  imprudence  of  the  attempt 
at  my  timte  of  lifi^  of  beginning  fo  arduous  an  undertaking  in 
my  feveoty-firft  year* 

*'  I  happily,  till  very  lately,  h^  fcarcely  any  admonition  of 
the  advanced  feafon,  I  pluiiged  into  the  fea  of  trouble,  and  with 

Vb^  I*  irUl  coatslo  the  Intraduftioa  to  the  A<^i«  Zoology,  ib  as  to  nuke  It  uoito 
«iith  CUaa.  Ah  «ecou.Bt  wiH  alfo  be  gifcn  of  the  coafts  of  Aiperica,  and  the  lAtenial 
tfbainiooa  of  the  Uaited  States,  &c. 

Vol.  n.  will  defcribc  the  K.entifli  tour  made  hy  the  author,  in  company  with  hia 
te,  lActttdiog  a  voyage,  if  k  a«pr  htjo  calM^  from  the  Temple  iiairs,  where  Umj 
fuok  boaCf  to  Dartford  tntk* 

Vol  UL  and  iV.  contpin  a  jovrncy  along  the  frontlcn  of  Ffance,  froip  Cakla  14 
*    tha  frontiers  of  SpMS  with  three  digrefliont  into  the  iotetiour  of  the  country* 

Vol.  V.  Spain  and  Portugal.  This  Tolome  contains  many  Taiuahle  drawings  of  the 
tiriift.  and  Mfcs  of  Oi^^ltar,  cofnmOaifated  by  the  hiie  reverend  Mr,  John  Whju, 
htng  reiidcnt  in  that  Airtrefa. 

Vol.  VI.  SoDthemooaih  of  franco  and^SpaiAl  in  this  he  waa  aflifted  by  Mr. 

Jinatius  d*Aflb,  of  Sanago0a,  and  bit  fon,  David  Pennant,  now  of  Downing^  a%,  vbo 

bfgan  hia  travels  in  AngiiS,  iyS5,  and  vl^ted  France,  SwitaerUnd,  Iuly«  Stina, 

Corinthia,  and  Caranioh.    His  journals  fill  eight  voiupies  fcliob 

Vol.  VU.  YTII*  •^  III*  Afm*. 
Vol^X  A^rabioandVeriU. 

Vol  XI.  XII.  and  J^UL  |o4i«. 

yol.  XIV.  MaUyaji  lAes,  Boiiiq^i  the  |9uBf pine  ifleii  Celebcf,  Kcw  Hollud, 
19 ew  Guinea,  &c« 

A  moft  copiofis  ln4i|n  |lori  fnSi  follow  thf  three  lai|  voIuncS|  and  conclgda  the 
iirKoIe, 


jrjiy^pers  in  one  luuid^  made  my  w^  throog^' IN6  iv^nrfii  widi 
the  other,  and  brought  them  fecure  to  land.  This^'alai !  ^  it  leiiilt 

*  boafttng.  I  vooSl  (ubmit  to  the  judgment  of  Ae  puUie,  and 
learn  from  thence  how  far  1  am  to  be  cenfored  for  fo  giievisntdui 
fl&nce  agatnft  the  maxim  of  Ariflotle,  who  fixes  the  dooliiid^of 
hnman  abilities  to  the  forty^ninth  year. 

<*  I  Qoght  to  ihndder  when  J  copfi'der  the  ^eax  aodtBHMif 
twenty-two  years,  and  feel  (hocked  at  the  remark  of. the  .degpnt 
Delaney^  who  obferves,  '*  that  it  is  generally  agreed  amolig.i|ife 
men,  that  few  attempts,  at  leaft  in  a  learned  way,4iaite<evcT  been 
wifely  undertaken  and  happily  execttted  fifter  that  period  I'' .  ^ 

**  I  cannot  defend  the,  wiidom ;  yet  from  di&  gpod  Soss^asn^ti 
my  life  1  will  attempt  the  execution.  _    -       .  v 

^*  It  will  be  formed  upon  the  model  of  my  bfTRoiMKiff  i^  to 
the  Arctic  Zoology,  imitating,  as^r  a^  my. talents. wilL^ 
mit,  the  great  examples  left  by  the'  difciples  of  th»  JLik'naam 
fchool,  and  the  folid  writingi  of  the  liberal  and  coounivricativc 
race  of  the  Hyperborean  learned,  fitted  by  dimate  tp  a^aona 
iludy,  and  to  retain  tbe  immenfenefs  of  their  knowledge  wfaeis 
acquired.  The  torrid  zone  generally  enervates  the  bodj^'and 
mind.  The  divine  particle  melts  away/ and  ^ery  ide^  is  tbo 
often  loft  in  irrefiftiblc  indolence/' 

As,  after  the  publication  of  this  valuable  work^  Mr.  P<9Uiant 
uttered  no  more  ^*  laft  words,''  we  may  feirly  oondude^  that  his 
,  literaiy  career  was  here  finally  clofed;  and  as  we  have  now 
done  with  his  own  labours,  this  is  the  place  where  it  will  be  pr&* 
per  to  mention  the  ge^rous  alfifbnce  he  held  <H||^to  thofe  of 
others.  •  .      » 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Dr.  John  lUlalloU  Forfter^'from 
,  Germany,  Mr.  Pennant  not  only  intrcxhiced  him  toSdany  per* 
fons  of  confiderationy  but  perfuaded  anid  encouraged  him  to  un« 
.  dertake  feveral  works  *,  viz. 

I.  A  Tranilation  of  Kalm's  Voyage  into  Nordi  America, 
3  vols.  8vo.  1770.  .  1       • 

*  ^.  Olbeck^s  Voyage  to  China,  with  Toreen  knd  "Ecberg's 
Account  of  the  Chinefe-Hufbandry,  2  yoJ[s.  IJJl^ 

<  ^  ■  ^  Litenry  Ufe,  p.  }€# 

.And 
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^    And  3.  A  fccond  volume  to  hisTranflation  of  BoflTu't  Tra- 
Vels iiiLoiifiana.  1     .  < «. 

ft 

Mr.  Pfcnnant  alfo  prcfciifed  htm  with  miny  engravci  pbtcs, 
hfcL 

The  late  Teverend  Mr.-  Lightfoot,  having  attended  Mr.  Pen- 
nant, as  his  fellow  traveller,  into  Scothnd,  the  latter,  in  1777* 
{MiUiAicd  the  Flora  Scotica,  2  vols.  8vO.  witTi  thirty-fcvcn  plates, 
at  a  Tciy  oonfiderable  expence ;  and  wl^en  the  ^thor  died,  in 
178S,  Iw'dfcw  up  a  papet*  concerning  that  fkSfuI  botanift. 

Mr*  GoQgb^  the  cetebfated  topographer,  fabinittcd  fuch  of 
the  proof  Aieets  of  his  edition  of  Camden,  as  rehtod  to  Korth 
Wales,  to  Mr,  Pennant's  perufal ;  the  latter  alfo  communicated 
feveral  of  his  MS.  journals  to  Mr.  Gough. 
.  Mr.  Pennant  employed  th^  late  reverend  X3harles  Gordiner, 
epifcopalminifter  at  Banff,  lo  make  a  journey  over  the  countries 
north  of  Loch  Broom,  in  1,776,  and  afterwards  puMifhcd  his 
journal, .  entitled  *•  Antiquities  and  Scenery  of  the  Nprth  of 
SoDtland,"  -"^  ' 

-  Seing  adtuated  by  a  noble  xcal  to  make  every  part  of  North 
Brttaiifi4<^ndwn-to  the  inhabitants  of  the  foutf),  he  prevailed  upon 
Mr.cGcorge.  Low,  minifler  of  Krfa,  to  undertake  a  defcription 
of  the  Orkneys  and  Shetland.  '  The  furvey^  of  that  gentleman 
were  xside  in  1774  and  17^8,  and  a-^ournat  and  feveral  drawings 
tranlmitted  to  the  projeiSfeor,  but  the  reafon  has  nevcfr  tranfpired 
why  the  fruit  of  thefe  UboUrs  has  hitherto  been  concealed  from 
the.  public  «ye,  1 

In  Mr.  pennant  the  arts  found  a  conftant  encourager,  aYid 
mod  munificent' patron ;  in  refpedl  to  hook^printSy  he  indded  fe- 
mains  unrivalled,  as  perhaps  the -works  of  no  Englifh  author 
ever  contained  an  equal  number  of  the  fame  kind  and  fize.  h 
the  Bririih  Zoology^  folio  edition,  we  find'  one  hundred  arid 
thirty -two ;  the  quarto  poflefles  no  lefs  than  two  hundred  and 
^ightyribui:;  the  Tour  in  Scotland  has  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
four,  aiTd  that  in  Wales,  fifty-three.  In  his  Literary  Life,  he 
reckons  up  eight  hundred  and  two,  and  thefe,  when  added  to  his 
works  fmce  that  period,  will  amount  to  near  nine  hundred! 

Having  hitherto  cOnfidered  Mr.  Pennant  as  a  public  man,  we 

fliall  now  follow  hipi  into  private  life.     Before  the  death  of  hi^ 

I  father, 
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fat)ier,  his  fonunie  was  far  from  being  large^-and  otter  that  pe- 
riod it  did  not  greatly  exceed^  looo,  or  £  1200,.  per  annum. 
He  happened,  however,  to  live  in  a.  country  cdebrajCed  for  its 
mines>  and  was  lucky  enough  to  pofTefs  a  (hare  in  a  profitable 
one:  for  anothcu*  gentlemiin,  hygafQlf,  andthe  leiTe^s,  obtained 
about  £  lOOjCOQ  by  that  adventure.  Hi&  prndenoe.  taugbr  kim 
that  this  inftance  of  good  fortune  fottiewhat  refembled  a  prize 
in  the  lottery^  and  he  accordingly  made  the  heft«u£e  of  k<;  for,  as 
it  would  have  been  ridiculous 'to  have  esj>«3iedanothey  of  the 
&me  kind«  in  the  courfe  of  one  life,  be  purchafed  an  adjoining; 
ellace  with  the  profits,  inftcad  of  f4^itt«rifig  them  about  in  the 
.  vortex  of  modern  difTipation*      .* . 

Jn  all  the  various  relations  of  private  Ii&  lie  was  exemiJary^ 
being  an  exc^ilent  hpiband,  father^  and  oiafter.     Oiie  of  his 
doineftics^  at  length  hcqune  his  fecrstary  \  and  to  twof  others 
he  ere^ed  inoautnents  to  record  their  worthy  fideliry,  and  ViP- . 
•tue$. 

As  a  magiftrate  his  condu£k  is  defervlng  of  imitation.  Hd 
was  intelligent,  sealoifSyand  iridefiitigable  in  that  capacity;  but 
inftead  of  adlingthe  petty  provincial  tyrant,,  and  lordihg  it  ovct 
•jhe  unfbi^unate,  he  was  cvcf' attentive  to  the  intei'eih;  comforts, 
and  happincfe  of  the  poor.  In  refptct  to  his  polifics',  his  fehti-^ 
naents,  perhaps,  were  not  exaflly  frtch  as  would  liaveTuitcd  the 
mo(V  briUiant  period  of  our  civil  hiftoryj,  at  wKiclr  time  he 
might  pp^My  have  been  confidcred  :is.a  High  Churdhman  ;  and' 
he  himfclf  allow?,  that  hi*s  feleftion  of  a  picture  of  the  pre- 
^nder  to  grace  his  apartments  wouhl  have  otcafioned  him,  in  a 
lefs  liberal  age,  to  have  been  ftruck  out  of  the  commiflSon.     -  ' 

In  rcfpe(9:'to  his  perfon,  it  was  well  formed  and  engaging ;  and 
much  intelligence  and  animation  ticstned  throughout  His' coun- 
tenance.    Lewis  Cornaro  and  two  or  thret?  otliers  excepted,' 
no  m^n  of  modern  times  has  continued  to  wjke  for  the  public 
yntil  fucli  a  late  period  of  life;  at  feventy,  if  the  body  be  ik>| 

•  Mofcs  Orlffirfi.  ....... 

f  One  a  Welch-  womaA ;  the  other  LoaU  Gold|  a  Vorman^vvho  romaiiK^  in  his  fcr* 
yite  until  his  death. 

^  The  rcYottttiofl  of  168$^ 

»-  •  ,         ^  ■    already 


already  overwhelmed  with  infirmities,  they  genenlly  begin  to 
afiair  It  with  fuch  irrefiftible  force,  as  to  make  the  pen  drop  from 
the  paliied  hand  of  the  a^thor.  It  was  not  ib,  however,  iii  this 
cafe*  and  w6  are  inclined  to'  exclaim  with  hirafelf,  ^*  happy  is* 
the  age  that  could  thus{  beguile  its  fleeting  hours  without  injury 
to  any  one,  and  with  the  addition  of  years  continue  to  rife  in 
its  purfttits.'* 

To  the  honour  of  his  memory  be  it  recorded,  that  the  general 
tendency  of  his  works  has  ever  been  favourable  to  the  beft  in- 
terefts  of  humanity.  We  can  trace  this  in  his  kind  endeavour  to 
reconcile  the  fouthern  and  northern  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom 
in  the  courfe  of  his  two  tours  in  Scotland,  and  in  his  tra£b  re- 
fpediing  the  grijBvances  of  the  people  of  Wales.  Even  in  the 
natural  hlftory  of  his  native  parifli  he  contrives  to  introduce  a 
poor  hedge-hog»  hitherto  the  vi£lim  of  prejudice,  to  the  friendly 
tiotice  and  prote£tion  of  man*.  Of  the  deteftable  flave  trade  be 
appears  to  have  been  a  warm  enemy,  and  we  have  only  to  lament 
diat,  while  defcribing  the  adminiftration  of  an  Afiatic  governor, 
be  fhould  have  been  fo  blinde(I  by  his  admiration  as  to  become 
an  apologift  for  the  extirpation  of  the  Rohillas  i' 

Mr.  Pennant  enjoyed  an  excellent  ftate  of  health  during  many 
yean;  thishealwaysattributedtotemperaoceand  exetcife.  Near- 
ly all  his  tours  and  excurTions  were  made  on  horfebacjc,  and  fie  bad 
an  utter  iver£on  to  every  other  mode  of  conveyance^  being  aecuf* 
tomed  to  fay,  **  that  he  confidered  the  abiblot^  refignation  of 
OQe*s  peffon  to  the  lustury  of  a  carriage  to  forebode  a  very  ihort 
interval  between  that  and  tlie  vehicle  which  is  to  convey  us- to 
our  laft  ftage.'* 

in  bis  conver&tion  he  was  lively  and  entertainiing,  and  in  his 
drefe  and  perfon  uocommoiily  neat«  He  was  no  pdvocMe  fer 
Ae  f cfinemciUs,  or  latfaer  degeneracy,  of  modern  flaanneis,  ttioie 

•  •*  ay;  Draeiuf,  Draen  y  ntd^  Urchin,  or  hedgc-hog,  No.  35.  biimblj  peti- 
fioiu  iMiikiad  todefift  from  all  £vcher  perfecatioof  }  declaring  tbcailclves  Hinocd^t 
of  the  f  arioos  clurges  brought  againft  them,  particularly  that  of  fnckiag  cows ; 
teams  their  ac^ittal  on  this  fimpk  pfea—clic  impoffibilicy.    They  cooJd  nut  effeA 

it  by  fcafon  of  the  fniailnefs  uf  their  amvUMi  nor  the  cows  permit  it  by  teafon  of  the 

AarpBCfs  of  their  teeth.*' 

^  %bt  HiJUrf  9ftbi  Ftrtjbu  ofjnu^vd  md  B^iyaftUy  p.  145. 

^        .    ^  •  efpeciadly 
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efpecially  in  refpc£t  tathe  condu^  of  wives;  and  accordingly^  in 
1774,  he  publifhed  **  An  EITay  on  the  Imprudent  Behaviour  of 
Married  Ladies  towards  our  Sex/*  He  was  alfo  an  enemy  to 
that  mafculinc  article  of  female  attire,  the  riding  habit^  which  is 
now  worn  at  all  times  of  the  day,  and  he  delivered  his  ientiments 
on  this  fuhje(3  in  a  pamphlet  publiibed  in  1781. 

In  refpec^  to  his  declared  averfion  and  rooted  antipathy  to 
wlgs^  he  will  no  doubt  be  coniidered  as  an  oddity  by  all  thofe 
who  wear  them. 

In  his  diet  and  manner  of  life  Mr.  Pennant  was  very  iimple* 
He  feems  to  have  been  a  great  lover  of  tea ;  an  honed  3Vel(h 
parfon,  on  hearing  that  he  ufualty  repaired  in  the  aftemooi^to 
his  fummer-houfe  to  enjoy  that  beverage,  was  itioved  with  ia- 
dignation,  that  any  thing  weaker  than  ale  or  wine  ihould  be 
drank  thqre,  and  calling  to  mind  the  good  times  of  old^  palfion<< 
ately  exclaimed,  '<  his  father  would  have  fcorned  it  I" 

He  retired  to  bed  by  ten,  rofe  both  winter  and  fummer  bf 
feven,  when  he  inftantly  (haved,  and  enjoyed  a  few  glafles  of 
wine  after  dinner,  but  carefully  avoided  fupper,  which  he  con* 
lidered  as  ^^  the  meal  of  excefs/' 

It  was  in  this  manner  that  life  glided  away,  and  that  he  en- 
joyed  a  ^'  green  old  age,"  aflailed  by  but  few  ailments,  until  hi» 
(eyenty-fecond  year,  when  he  died,  December  15,  1798,  amidft 
the  laraeotatioQsof  his  family,  the  forrow  of  his  friends^  and  the 
regret  of  ineu  letters. 

Mr*  Pennant  was  rich  in  academic  honours,  for  he  was  a 
member  of  the  royal  focieties  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Upfal,  of 
the  Linnaean  fociety  of  London,  of  the  royal  academy  of  Dron^ 
theim  in  Norway,  of  the  fuietas  pafiographica  at  Lund  in  Swe- 
den, of  the  American  philofophical  fociety,  of  the  royal  academy 
at  Sloekholift,  of  the  (bciety  at  Edinburgh  for  promoting^  naluml 
knowledge,  of  the  agricultural  fociety  at  Odiham  in  Hampfhire^ 
&c.  &c. 


.•       ; 
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Abbey  Medi^  aM)  an  accouDt  of,  Note  to,  54S. 

Jihxffiniay  Tome  particulari  reUtive  Co>  133.     Bruce  arriTet  In  its  capital,  135. 

AcadtmUu  French,  their  fate  ih  confequence  ^f  the  Revolution,  9S. 

Ah-f  Fixed,  Lavoificr  traces  the  hiftory  of,  107.  His  difcovencs  relative  to  rhls  fob- 
j^dy  loS.  Hii  experlmeot)bon  ia flammable  and  vit«l  air,  109.  The  flicw 
theoryrefpedinp  air,  110,  tiz. 

Alfria,  the  port  in  which  the  barun  de  Newho/F  lands,  and  it  received  as  a  deliTcrer,  i  ?. 

jimitticnf  crinninal  on'y  when  perverted  to  bad  purpofes,  36^,  369. 

jimherfif  Jrftfj  LtrJ^  receives  a  commiflion  in  the  guards,  585.  Is  patronited  bj 
the  duke  of  Cumberland,  5S6.  Is  fent  with  a  body  of  troops  to  America^  5S7 . 
Ylit  proceeding!  thrre,  5SS.  Returns  home,  and  is  created  a  knight  of  the 
Bath,  5^9.  Is  fud.'enly  difmiHed  from  his  employment,'  590.  Is  tc-cAabiiiL- 
eri,  and  receives  new  honours,  tcz*  ib.  Retires  to  his  feat  is  Kent,  59  r. 
CbaraAer,  coi. 

JbJcrfcn,  Cetrge^  a  native  of  Ruckinj,h3nifliire,  246.  Difplays  talents  for  raatbe- 
matics,  147.  Becomes  a  village  prodigy,  and  is  pat.onifcd  by  a  refpc^abHS 
ctergyman,  24S.  Is  fent  to  Oxford,  »49,  Takes  a'degree,  25a  Receives 
an  appointment  at  the  board  of  control,  251.     Death  and  chara^^sr,  252,  253. 

Angria,  the  pfnjtff  attacks  all  notions,  47,  An  actcunt  of  the  fortreiTes  apperuiniac 
to  him,  49.  Sj:veTn-<lroog  is  iilorn  by  Sir  William  Jamei,  ^o.  The  capture 
of  Gheriah,  51.     Tullagce  Angria  efcapes  with  his  trcafure,  52. 

Jfjnmai magnet' filly  an  inquiry  relative  to  this  fubjcd^,  S3. 

jlrah,  conduA  Brace  acrofs  the  Uefert,  139.  He  efcapes  from  one  of  their  cTiicfs, 
140* 

j9Jiron9nyj  the  hiftory  of,  written  by  Bailly,  83. 

B 

Saiilyy  JtMn  Syhvam,  his  birth  and  family,  79.  He  addiAs  himfelf  to  aftwnotnj, 
80.  Compofes  an  clogc  on  Charles  V<  ftc.  8i.  Etttm  Into  a  cortefpoadence 
with  Voltaire,  82.  Lives  in  great  intimacy  with  BaffM,  t»mil  the  ekftion-af 
the  abbe  Maury  to  a  feat  in  the  Fresch  academy,  .83*  Draws  up « report 
zcfpedtlng  the  hoTpital  of  Hotcl-Dieis,  84.    U eJeOad  maysrsf  ffari% ftc^tSf. 

Becomes  a  vi6Jm  t»  tht  revolutionary  UibiAal^  S4.    OeiiciJftioB  of*^fer- 

fon,  S7. 

Maketftff, 


IKDEX.      , 

BalfKtUt  Roltrt,  born  in  Leicefterfliire»  199.    Dlrplays  taWnti  as  a  breeder  of  cattle^ 
200.     The  high  prices  of  the  Diflktey  ftoclc^  20Z.    The  manner  in  which  Jie 
obtained  his  knowledge^  203.     New  mode  of  confejfing  turnips  to  the  home* 
ftead,  204.    Death  and  character,  2089  209. 
Sartbelemyy  tbtahki^hit  bir^»  179.     Is /ent  to  IkMrfiiillii  for  his  educatioRy  iSo* 
Acquires  great  reputation  for  learning*  while  a  ftodeoty  181.   Ri  pairs  to.Paris, 
182.    Procures  a  place  inthe  cabinet  of  naedals^  183.    Becomes  an  aflbciateof 
the  cabinet  of  infcriptions,  184.    Is  nominMod  keeper  of  the  cabinet  of  me« 
,  dais,  185*    Ispatronifedby  thrttnlee  aintf  dttchefsdoChoifeoJ,  i86.    Vifite 
Italy,'  187*     Repairs  to  Vienna,  189.     His  noble  condud  towards  Isisbenefac* 
tor,  190.    Publiihes/the  travels  of  Anacharfis,  191.    Elecomes  a  member  of  the 
French  academy,   it) 2.     Is  denounced  and  arretted,   194.     Is  releafed  fron 
prifon,  and  offered  the  place  of  keeper  of'ihe  national  library^  195.  •  Hiadcat^'^ 
196.     Eloge  byDufauIx,  197. 
JSaxter,  Andrrtu^  dediciites  a  work  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  520. 

Bmdaf'Gforge,  his  family  poniefs  a  tafle  for  mufic,  225.     Repairs  to  Go^a  aid  dif*- 
tioguiihes  bimfelf.by  his  airs  and  fymphonies,  22^*    Is  fent  to  Italy,  226*    On 
his  return^  refigns,  and  TiAts  Hamburgh  and  Vienna,  227.    Repairs  to  Pairs, 
228.     Charadter,  229,  230.  ' 

Sernjhrff^  cotmi  dcf  his  family,  birth,  and  edi)catiop,^.369>  Becomes  prime  miniiler 
of  Denmark,  371.  Proje£ls  ufeful  reforms,  374.  Performs  eoUnenC  fervices 
to  his  Country,  375.  £re£ls  a  new  tribunal  for  the  fettling  of  differen(:e;s  and 
preventing  of  law-fuits,  376.  Completes  the  enfranchifement  of  the  boorSy 
377.  Joins  the  armed  neutrality,  379.  Denmark  increafes  her  trade  under 
his  wife  adminiftration,  380.  He  encourages  induftry,  and  extends  his  patriot 
cares  to  if^orway  and  Iceland,  383.  Is  prefented  with  a  medal,  as  a  tcAimony 
of  his  glorious  adminiftratlor,  384.  T^es  the  necelTary  ileps  towards  the 
abolition  of  the  (lave-trade,  385.  Becomes  a  member  of  the  board  of  agricaU 
tore^  ib.  His  lett^  to  the  prefident,  386.  Review  of  his  adnunlltfationy 
3S7.     Defcrlplion  of  his  ^ erfon,  388.  , 

Bill,  the  India^  occafions  the  downfall  of  the  coalition  adminidration,  49i« 
Biograpbia  Britanntca^  the  new  edition  of,  underuken  by  Dr.  Kippis,  215.     The 

a/n dance  of  Dr.  Towers  called  in,  216. 

Brutif  JamtSf  the  traveller,  fuppofed  to  be  defcended  from  the  Scottidi  klng^  127. 

Is  appointed  conful  at  Aleppo,   iz8.     Studies  Arabic,  and  ailbciates  with  the 

natives*,  129.     Vifits  the  Greek  iflands,  the  coaft  of  Syria,  and  Egypt,   130, 

'     131,    Enters  the  Abyflinlan  empire,    132.     Arrives  in  the  capital,   134. 

AcqiiiKS  powerful  protedion,  in  confeqnence  of  his  (kill  in  medicine,    135.  • 

Determinrs  to  penetrate  to  the  fources  of  the  Nile,   137.     Leaves  Abyflinia, 

138.  Arrives  at  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Senaar,  140.    Reaches  the  con« 

fines  of  Egypt,  141.  Sees  a  Turkilh  village,  142.  His  reception  at  the  Britifh 

court,  143.     PttbiiAes  an  account  of  his  travels,  146.     DieV  in  Scotland,  148. 

Sitif»t  Godfri4*Av^fiufy  Ms  birth,  118.    U  confidered  as  a  dun<re,  1 19.     Difcoveri 

talents /or Ipoftcry,  120.-    Write*  epichaJaml urns,  birth  day  i»des,'  ate*.   121. 

.Becomes  ftewavd  to  the  manor  of  Alten-GIe'rchen,  ti2.     Marries  a  f<rm^r*s 

•ia»|htcr^  123.    Xranflatea  Maabeth,  124.    Bctfome*  ftrfpcr,*i25.    'TArf 


a.  . « 


Jbr  bl«  keoai  w(e  t  poelefs^  from  Whom  he  (bon  tcptnttSf  aad  dks  of  4  fmU 

aootrjr  coiiliuiipc)on>.i26. . 

Mmka^ Mdmmadf aMtivcof  IfeUnd, 461.    Icfent  to BaBytore  boardlng-lcliool^  462. 

Stviiet  at,the  niiivcrfity  of  DubUny  463.     Attickr  Dr.  Locasy  the  famoas  po- 

ttior,  444.    Becomes  a  candidate  for  a  Glafgow  {Moieflbrfliipy  4^4.     Eaten  aa 

•  fMeiit  of  the  Inner  Temple,  465.    Writes  for  the  newfpapers,  ftc.  465. 

pKomes  an  author,  466.    Accompanies  Mr.  Ham^Hon  to  Ireland^  4^7.    SeOa 

fht  penfion  he  hkd  obtained  therr,  468.     Becomes  private  fecietary  to  Lord 

Rbckinglnm,  ib.    Oppofes  the  eicpnUion  of  Mr.  Wtlfcetj  4701K  Becoaes  a 

-  Aeady  and  ooiform  opponent  to  the  American  wari  471.    Fotma  an  intiauhcy 

iMth  Mr*  Fon,  473.    Becomes  a  candidate  for  BriAoly  473.    Brings  forward 

lliftceltbrtted  pcopofitioos  for  putting  an  end  to  the  war,  475.    He,  and  maay 

of  his  friendS)  determine  to  fecede  from  parliament»  479.    Is  madeapiiv]r 

ttouorcllor.  and  'nominated  to  the  lucrative  office  of  peymafter^enenli  419. 

Becomes  the  penman  of  the  Indh  hiU»  492*   Is  driven  from  poumr*  491.  Is»> 

jpaacfan  Mr.  Uaftings^  493.    Accepts  of  a  penlioni^  497.    Chxn&tii  4S9» 


€ffh  the  birth  place  of  the  abb^  Barthckmy,  179;  ^-^  ■    . 

CaiUrUe  U,  her  birth  and  ^miiyi  S59.  Is  pitched  upon  by  the  empcefs  ECaahcth 
#s  tonlort  to  her  nephewy  259.  Repors  to  St.  Ftterlbrngh,  and  afkcr  bdng  ad* 
.  mitted  into  the  boibm  of  the  Greek  chnrch,  receives  the  hand  of  tbe~  gnnd- 
dake,  a6o.  She  gOYcms  Peter^  in  confequence  of  the  fiiperioiity  of  her  nnder- 
landing,  t6 1.  Conceives  a  regard  for  PonlatowfLi,  %^Zi..  Applies  herfelf  to 
ftudy,  and  affe^s  to  be  a  devoue,  263.  Proppfes  that  Peter  Ihould  be  recog- 
nifed by  the  fenate,  infteadof  being  Citated  hy  the  armyf  264.  Forms  a  pbt 
againft  her  confortt  «66.  She  afcends  the  throne  of  the  ciars,  and  notifies  her 
aflomption  to  all  the  courts  of  Europe,  267.  Is  recognifed  by  the  tJtJe  of  Ca- 
tharine-Aleiiewna  II*  268.  Is  dietermined  to  Ooche  the  amblcioirof'tftb^l^f- 
fians,  and  begins  by  giving  a  fovereign  to  Courlandy  273.  Impofee'a  king  on 
Polandf  174.  Terrifies  the  Ottoman  Porte,  iirft  into  aft  atcknowledg^ei^t  of 
the  independence  of  the  Crimea,  afcenirards  of  its  ful^edion  ro  Ruffia,  275. 
Repairs  to  Kiow,-where  fhe  is  received  under  triompha)  arches,  and  then  vifits 
Mofcow,  1761.  The  Turks  having  declared  war,  her  army  feises  on  Ifmaeli 
and  commits  terrible- outrages,  177.  Concludes  an  advasrageous  peace  with 
the  Turks*  and  patmnifes  the  pope',  27S.  Her  majefly^s. private  Ir^  279, 
2801  281,  tSi,  283,  284,  285,  286,  £87.  An  account  of  the  death  and  per- 
fon  of  C«tbarine,  2S8.  Her  temperancey  289.  Immeftfe  fi»ms  Invilhtd  by  ber 
00  favourites,  290, 991*    l^ore. 

G^rrvff,  Mr,  an  ingpaious  aniili  recoIle6s  m  have  feav  king  Theodore  lying  in  ftaie, 

Cbimjbyf  is  greatly  indebted  to  the  labours  of  LsvoUior,  i  tu 

Quht,  an  account  of  the  Enmelean,  40X.  The  UnincttfiiiyUe,  4jot.  The  Sffix. 
Areec,  ib."  The  Turk*s  head,  Nott  to  466^.  Tkjt^Sc,  jamea'a  cnffoe-iieufe, 
IfUa  to  467.  ^ 

Cbal»  the  circumnavigator,  his  tJoge  written  by  Baillyi^Si.  '  -/ 

CyJmm,  Jtmrn-jMumt^NiccUtCmiMit^  bU  birth  aad  afUe  iBtraftioB»' 88^   He 

yahfiikca 


pu^liihet  hh  firft  work^  ibd  begins  to  be  confidertd  one  of  the  greateft  gepme- 
tricUns  in  Europe,  89.  Becoraet  a  member  of  the  French  academy,  90* 
Writes  a  pbiloibph'ical  work,  9^.  Is  appointed  fecretary«e)e£l  to  the  acadeiny» 
and  publiihes  the  ehgt  of  Fontaloe«  92.  Is  nominate^  a.  member  of  the  national 
afTenr.bly,  98.  Draws  up  the  manifefto  relative  to  the  war,  xoo.  Is  included 
in  the  decree  againft  the  Glrondifts,  lox.  Flies  from  Paris,  and  dies  in  prifon^ 
701.     His  charader,  104,  IC5.  .  <  • 

Ccrficttf  an  hiftorica!  account  of,  6.  The  Genoefe  abufe  their  power,  in  confequence 
of  which  the  natives  revolt,  7.  The  baron  de  Newhoff  employs  his  good 
offices,  lo*  A  deputation  proffers  him  the  crown,  1 1.  ,  He  repairs  to  Con-' 
ftantinople,  to  folicit  the  afliftance  of  the  Turks,  13.  Arrives  in  the  poft«f 
Aleria,  15.  Is  crowned  amidll  the  applaufes  of^the  people,*  ib«  fife  attempts 
to  Yeform  the  natives,  ]6.  Eftabliihes  a  Riiiitii,  ib.  Inftitutes  the  order  of 
deliverance,  17.  The  priefts  confpire  againft  hjm>  ^^  The  people  abandon 
him,  19.  He  determines  to  leavs  liis  kingdom,  and  alTcmbles  the  ftatesy  20. 
Nominates  a  regency,  i\. 

Corttf  the 'capital  of  Corfica,  where  the  baron  de  Newhoff*  is  eleAed  king,  15. 
Cmrkndy  the  emprefs  Catharine's  condud  in  refpeA  to,  273. 

Cttha,  the  difafters  to  which  captain,  afterwards  Sir  William  James^  and  his  crew> 
were  espofed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  iHauif,  46. 

D 
Dancer,  Damtt,  hn  birth  and  family,  152.    An  account  of  his  habitation^  153*    His 
manner  of  nfe,  154.     H^cofnes  acquainted  with  la<fy  Tcmpeft,  155.     She  pre- 
fents  him  withabeJ,   156.     Death  and  burial,  I57f     Chara^er>  158.    Va- 
riaus  anecdotes  of  him,  160^'  16],  162,  163*. 
Dcrrverdnce,  tbeoider  of,  in(\ituted  by  king  Theodore,  17. 

Denmark,  melancholy  fituation  of,  prcv'iouHy  to  the  adminiflratJoR  of  BernftorfF,  371. 
Ancient  conftitution  of,  372.  Perjury  of  Frederick  I1I.*^373.  Her  liberties 
overturned,  373,  Refcued  from  her  dependence  on  RufTia  by  Bernftorff',  375. 
Ufcful  reforms  introduced  by  that  great  minifter,  376.  Joins  the  armed  neu- 
trality, 379.  Benefits  refulting  from  this,  380.  Her  pcufantry  are  emanci- 
pated, 383.  She  avoids  the  war  of  the  revolution,  384.  She  iiboliihes  negr* 
flavery  in  her  coIonie$,  385. 
Vijhley,  the  refidence  of  Robert  Bakewell,  the  celebrated  breeder,  199.    Some  obfer- 

vationa  on  the  cattle  produced  there,  201     High  prices  of,  202,  lc6. 
Djdd,  Dr*  au  original  letter  written  by  him  a  little  before  his  execution,  to  oolonei 

Frederick,  342. 
Dryden,  Sir  Jcbn,  his  family,  36a.  Is  educated  at  Harrow,  and  makes  the  grand 
tour,  under  Dr.  Nugent,  363.  Enters  into  the  guards,  and  marries  the  greaV 
grand-niece  of  the  poet  Dryden,  364.  Is  firft  knighted,  and  then  made  a 
baronet,  365.  His  health  declines^  in'conre<|uenceof  his  exertions,  ib.  D.ath 
and  charafter,  366,  367. 
■  '       ",  Ltidyy  her  talents,  366. 

— i- ,  Sir  Edward,  educated  under  the  eye  of  his  n^other,  366. 

Dupuy,  Louiz,  an  account  of  his  father,  '163.  He  ftudies  at  Lyons,  164.  Attempts 
to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  finance,  but  refigns  a  profitabre  fituation  in  difguft, 
165.  Difplays  great«ruJiiion,  166.  Becomes  a  writer  in'the  Journal  de  Sja^ 
vans,  167.     Exercifes  the  futiAions  of  a  cen'for,  171.     Remarkable  facing  at 

hisdeatbi  172*    HischvaAer  and  purfnitsi  1 73 1  1749  175. 

U  a  Dutch. 


Dutchf  the  ferrUe  hanMige  paid  to  (heir^vcroors>  Sec,  ia  Jtrt,  50.    Their  cneht  tO' 
wards  the  Chinefe,  34* 

E 
Marth,  caicartpas,  cxperiir.fiits  fclative  to,  by  Latoifier,  tot, 

Ehfuencet  whit  fpecles  of  goTertimeiit  fayourable  to,  460.   Its  ittoft  memorably  tpock 

inBrit«!n»46i.  -  ' 

En^^P  E0/I  JtuRa  (^panyi  originally  the  feudal  tenants  of  the  Mog^l^  47. 
MuftM,  Varif  the  celebrated  Flemifli  patriot^  an  original  letter  from^  iV«r«  to  343. 

P 

Farmer^  Dr,  R'uh^irJ,  where  born,  and  ed4icaud|  )9i.  Some  accoitfit  of  hb  tuttet^aB^ 
bi*  college^  39s.  Takes  a  dcgreei  and  becomei  a  tutor  jiimCelf,  ib.  Obaus 
a  living,  394.  His  1  arning,  395.  U  oomiaated  oaafter  oi  Emaaoel^  aaii  U 
offered  a  mitre»  398*  Obtains  a  rciidentiaryihip  of  St.  Paul's*  399*.  Hk  cpU 
taphy  410. 

FeMf  tit  Itiv.  JdhMf  a  natire  of  CodceriDonth*  503 1  la  edacated  at  the  diflbitiiif 
academy  at  Mile-end.  Repairs  firft  to  Norwich,  and  then  to  BeccleSf  50^ 
Is  appointed  mtnifter  of  the  diifenting  chutrch  of  Tbaxted»  506.  Becoaiet 
tutor  at  HomertOD,  near  Hackney,  508*  Difputes  with  the  Ihidcnts,  5oS« 
Lift  of  his  works,  { 1 6. 

Fndirkk  tht  Gnat,  fends  for  the  count  de  Herttberg  during  hisJaft  ittnefs,  135. 

Frederick  J  Cehntl,  an  extraordinary  charaAer,  323.  Period  of  his  birth*  ^%$.  Ac* 
count  he  ufually  gaye  of  himfelf,  326.  Offers  to  join  Paofi*  5x7.  Repain  t» 
England,  and  teaches  foreign  languages,  ib,  Vifics  Theodore  in  fHrifon,  aai 
ihares  his  fcaaty  earnings  with  himi  328.  Receives  the  crofrofneiitf  Md  a 
hrevet  of  lieutenant-colonel  from  the  duke  of  Wirtemherg,  3X9.  Seu  out  kg 
Antwerp!  to  procure  a  loan  for  feme  great  perfbnages,  331.  Aa  9c6>«at  of  hi» 
daughter  and  grandchildren*  332.  Is  reduced  to  great  diftie(s»  333.  Deter- 
fnbes  to  put  an  end  to  hia  eaillence,  334.  His  epitaph,  335.  CharaAer^ 
336'.  Defcriptien  of  hia  perfon,  337.  Peculiarities,  338.  Porerty,  339. 
Papers,  341*  to  361.  A  further  account  of  hia  daughter  and  giMid*cluldrei^  340* 

CeataUflft  u  actonot  of  Mr.  Pennant^a*  628^ 

CemM,  ita  claim*  on  Corfica,  <•  It  impures  nainont  taxeii  7.  The  perfidy  di%iayc4 
b|  ita  government  towards  .the  Cprficans*  9. 

GetMti,  Mr.  becomes  united  to  the  author  of  the  Righta  of  Womaa,  454, 

Cretj^t  account  of  Mafoa  the  poet,  300^ 

H      •    • 

HcrraZmam  Tifited  b^r  the  abb^Barthelemx»  187* 

Uertxberi^  EwaU^Frederklt^  etuni  de,  defcended  from  an  fncieOt  Pomerteiaa  famiff « 
230.  Is  Tent  to  the  academy  of  Old  Stettin,  and  employed  in  the  dfpanaaent 
of  foreign  affairs,  23 1.  Is  made  coonfcllor  of  legation  by  the  king  of  Prttfii# 
a3i.  Gives  adTice  to  Frederick  the  Creat,  ^1%*  Brings  about  an  accosmo^ 
dation  between  Rullia  and  Sweden,  234.  He  remaros  about  the  pate  of 
Frederick  at  his  deatb*  S35.  Receives  ihe  order  of  the  Mack  eagle  fima  hia 
fucceflbr,  lb.  Commences  a  biftory  of  the  reign  of  Fiedcnck  VL  936;  Hia 
Uft  illnefs  and  death,  237.    Charaftir,  ^38,  239,  24^.    Bpittpb,  HS* 

Heche,  General,  the  fon  of  an  oftler,  553.  Is  educated  by  hia  aunty  tb.  Becomes  a 
helper  in  the  i»yai  ftablet  yt  VcrfwUes*  5^,    It  ki^ai^pc^  iU    makes  an 

.    escdlear 


•sfellent  foMSer»  5^$,  FSghts  $  due!,  557.  Is  elcTi^CeA  to  tlie  rtnk  of  cor- 
poraly  558.  Receives  a  commi/nony  ib.  Signalizes  himTetf  in  feveral  a^ions^ 
5^9.  Beeomet  general  Leveneur't  fiide'dtrfomp,  560,  Is  appoijiced  general  of 
brigade,  561.  Obtains  (he  command  of  the  army  of  the  Mofcile,  562.  Re* 
fk^es  Landauy  564.  Is  impnroQpd,  £1(4.  Reteafed  and  employed  agaln« 
164,  Defeats  the  emigrants  at  Quiberofi,  ^$,  569,  Puts  an  end  to  the  war 
of  La  Vendee^  571.  Emb^rks'in  an  expedition  igainft  Ire  and,  572^  is  ap. 
pointed  to  the  ^mmand  of  the  army  of  the  Sambrc  and  M(afe>  577.  CroO^ 
the  Rhine,  57S.    |s  D9fn\l^^tcd  mioifter  at  war,  ^y^t    Peatb,  580*    Funeral 

proce^on,  582. 

I 

ygmis.  Sir  ff^tldamt  his  birth  and  early  attachment  to  a  feafaring  Hfe,  45.  Piocvref 
the  command  of  a  (hip  in  the  Vrginia  trade»  46.'  Is  taken  priibner  by'^che 
Spaniards,  ib.  His  flaipwreck,  306  return  to  Cuba,  ib.  Enters  into  the  fervice 
pr  the  Englifli  £aft  India  Company^  47.  It  attftcked  by  a  fleet  beloaghif 
to  Angria,  49.  Appointed  cpmmAnder  in  chief, 0/  the  conrpatiy^e  nMriae 
force^^  50.  Takes  fort  Vi^oria  and  Scvern<-droog,  51.  Afltfts  at  the  captase 
of  Gheriah,  52.  Makes  a  re-iarkablc  paflage  from  Bombay  to  CalcaCtay  3}.. 
Returns  to  England,  becomes  chairman  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  •httiaa 
»:feat  in  parliatD/rnt^  54.     His  death,  ib.    Epitaph,  55.  > 

Jrtlandf  th?  people  of  it  difcootented  ever  fiace  the  time  of  Elizabeth,  ^6$» 

.»  .  ,  An  attempt  made  to  invade  that  country  by  Hoche,  571.  ^giiiat  proda* 
matton  to  the  people  of,  in  pafe  a  defcent  had  been  eiTeded,  573. 

fmpfocbment  of  Mr.  Hafi'w^ty  493.  This  meafure  not  approved  of  by  all  the  nemhen 
of  oppoiicioa,  ib.  Note.  A  reproach  to  thofe  who  condoAed  it,  on  accd«at«C 
^s  length,  494^     The  indelicacy  of  Mr.  Burke  upon  this  occafioa,  499* 

K 

Kayfirslautern,  the  battle  of,  564.  ^ 

^^,  tbt  Rev,  Mr.  patronifes  George  Anderfon,  24S.     Ssnds  him  to  Oxford,  249. 
fC^Uf  tbe  Rev,  Andrew,  born  at  Nottingham,  209.     His  education,  210.     BecoiAet 
9  diflenttng  clergyman,  21 1.    ^s  employed  as  a  writer  in  the  Monthly  Review, 

212.  Undertakes  the  editorfhip  of  the  Biographia  Britannica,  215.  DeatK 
and  cbaraAer,  218.  Vcrles  to  bis  memory,  220. 
f^erlt  Relnier  Je,  his  birth  and  parentage,  36.  Enters  into  the  Dutch  navy,  3T.  Re- 
pairrto  Baravia,  ib.  Is  employed  in  a  civil  capacity,  by  govemor-geoeral  Tal- 
kenier,  and  (ails  to  Mangahi,  32.  Settles  the  difputss  between  the  kings  of 
Bantam  and  Palembang,  to  the  advantage  and  fatisfaAion  of  the  company,  33. 
Returns  to  Batavia,  and  joins  the  army  employed  agamft  the  Javanele  and 
jChinefe,  35.  An  inftance  of  his  craft,  36.  Is  entrufted  with  the  command 
of  a  faAory,  57.  Appointed  chief  of  Samarang,  38.  His  generous  conduft  to* 
wards  a  fallen  enemy^  39.  Marries,  and  fettles  In  the  capital  of  Jav4,  40. 
Becomes,  firft  dire^r-^eneral,  and  then  governor-general,  41.  He  abolijhea 
9  degrading  ceremony,  ib.  He  reduces  Guach,  procures  the  cefHon  of  Laodak 
and  Snccadanai  Set.  42*  Eaercifes  an  a^  of  defpotifm,  43.  Hia  death  and  . 
|H»rial,44,  ' 

ZarulM,'  the  blockade  of,  raifed  by  general  Hoche^  564. 

X4nw/Ser,  ABtome-Launtit,  hTs  birth^  105.    Receives  a  gdd  medal  for  an  eflfay,  Bo6« 


>. 


INDEX. 

9 

w 

new  theory  li  adopted  throughout  Germaoy»  109*    Is  eijaplo^red  by  TnrgoTy 
MO.     Endangers  his  life  by  Ms  experiments^  11 1.     The  effed.of  his  difco- 
Tcries>  112.     New  projedls,  113.     Becomes  farmer^  and  aitifts  in  the  new- 
order  of  things,   114.     Appointed  treafurer  of  the  French  academy,  X15.     Is 
cut  ofT,  along  with  the  ether  farmers-general,  1 1 6.     An  account  of  hi^pcdbriy 
&c.  1x7. 
Llheh,  celebrated  refofution  of  the  houfe  of  commons  op  this  fubjeft,  526.^ 
LouiUvi  Tietd-marjhal  barcn  aty  his  birth,  57.    An  account  of  his  family,  58.    £nten 
into  tbe'Ruitian  fervice,  and  is  made  a  lieutenant,  5^.     k^airt  to  BerCn,  and 
offers  fail  fervttes  to  the  king  of  Pruflia,  by  whom  he  is  rejeded,  60.     Is  gra- 
cionfly  received  by  the  empreft-qucen,  61.     Is  wounded  and  taken  prilcmer  by 
the  French,  62.    Retires  to  Vienna  on  bis  half-pay,  ^t^    Obtaiay  the  rank  of 
major,   mdrries,  and  begins  to   ftudy,  64.     Becomes  a  lieutenant-cok>nel  of 
Croats,  in  confequence  of  the  recommendatiofi  of  prince  Kaunttz,  65.  Behaves 
with  great  gallantry  in  LuCatla.  z;^.     Enters  Saxony,  and  puihst.his  huflars  to 
the  neighbc\:rh6ou  of  Drefden,  67.     Seizes  on  the  town  of  Peitz,  «ud  prutcds 
the  flanks  oi  the  Ayftrian  army,  68.     Is  invited  to  Vienna,  69.   Joins  the 
Rufli»nf,  gains  the  battle  of  KunnerfdorfV,  and  receives  a  magnificent  fword 
from  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  70.     Attacks  general  de  Fouque,  and  fciees  on 
Glatz,  71.     Attacks  the  P/uffians  at  Pfafiendorf,  72.  ..Is  prefented  with  the 
lordfhip  of  Ktelo-Bet^chwar,  73.  ,  Becomes  a  member  of  the  Aujic  council  of 
.,  .      waj:,  asA  accompanies  the  emperor  Jofeph  JDta Poland,  74^     Itelevated to  the 
dignity  of  field-marihal,  and  makes  war  on  the  Turks,  75.     Uis  YiAorieSy  7(. 
Uis  death  and  charader,  77,  78. 
^^^M^tt  T>r.^  the  famous  Iriih  patriot,  attached  by  Mr.  Burke,  46 3. > 
X.v<6fr|  bis  by  s^nis,  imitated  by  Burger)  s  18.  ... 


JAaJwy  Pf^Wiattr,  his  parentage  and  education,  298.  Obtains  a  fellowAip  at  Penr- 
broke-fiail,  Cambridge,  299.  Becomes  acquainted  with  Gray,  to  whom  he 
Oibmits  his  monody  on  the  death  of  Pope,  300.  Enters  into  orders,  is  nomi- 
rated  chaplain  to  the  kin?,  and  obtains  a  living,  302.  Marries,  and  lofes  his 
wife,  305.  His  writings  uniformly  in  favopr  of  liberty,  and  he  himfelf  a  Wbigy 
«     until  the  latter  p^rt  of  his  life,  317, 

%icdah^  t|ie  cabinet  of»  commicted  00  the  care  of  the  abb^  Barthclemy,  185.  Some 
account  of,  ,193.  .  . 

^ellmann^  'J^M%William^htv3\ty  born  in  Mecklenburg,  175.  Repairs  from  Gottin- 
gen  to  KJufcow,  176.  Becomes  profeObr  of  eloquence  in  that  univerfity,  and 
is  treated  with  great  cruelty ,  1 77.     Dies  of  hunger,  178. 

JkfyVri,  an  account  of  feveral  celebiatcd  onesj  151.  Three  fucccffive  generations  in 
the  family  of  Daniel  Dincer,  152. 

•        •  • 

N 

iftuhaucr,  FrauctSy  born  in  Bohemia,  ftii.  Discovers  talents  for  mufiCf  and  enters 
into  the  fervice  of  the  [  lincc  de  Weilburg,  22».  Inflames  bis  fancy  with  the 
juice  of  the  grape,  and  p.fcerwards  recurs  to  brandy,  223.  Con^kolcs  a  capital 
fymphony,  224.     His  death,  ib. 

ATr,  Bruce  obtains  a  grant  of  the  territory  in  which  its  Cbnrces  are  fituate^,  317. 

•  *'       He  vilits  them,  138. 
'#  OraiVi 


Crattr,  CoodoKet  the  greateft  in  the  eonrtalAonf  aecordiag  to  the  teftimooy  of 

Terone  LaiaBd«»  loi.  ^ 

•*  P 

•  TatagpfiianSy  U^eir  ^xiftence  allerted  by  Mr.  Pennant*  d4X>. 

Pennant,  Thaius,  a  Cambro-Briton,  -^jiy,  Anijqidty  of  his  kmiffi  €28.  Educa- 
tion, 631.  Commences  his  tnv«ia>  6}i»  PabHIbes  a^aj^  »«i|e  Bhilofo- 
phical  TranfadioDS,  633.  Marries,  634.  Improves  his  houfe  and  grounds, 
635.  Sets  out  for  the  coi^nent,  on  the  death  c^  his  mft,^^f.  Finiihet  hie 
Z/Mlogy,  9nd  bopomes  F.  R.  S.  637.  Maintabs  the  exifteqce  of  thclPacago- 
liiaas,  640.  His  ingenious  theory  on  this  fubje^,  641.  His  journey  to  the 
Hebrides,  ib.  Tour  in  Kent,  64a.  Tour  in  North  Wales,  643.  Journey  f. 
Chefter,  643.  Tour  to  the  Land's  End, ^644.  His  acoount  of  Londoa,  645. 
Promifed  termination  of  hiaUtarary  fife,  646.  His  poft-cxiftent  peiformancesy 
647.  His  piatronage  of  literary  men,  649,  ^50.  His  pnvate  charaAer,  65 1, 
652.    His  peculiarities,  653.  ^ 

FtnfioKu  Mr.  Bu^ke  is  gratified  with  two,  the  firft  in  early  Ufe,  468.    The  hift,  a 
little  before  bis  death,'  497.. 

Itrau  eoaftf  a  defcription  of,  48.      Was  inltfted  by  free^booters  in  the  time  of 

Pliny,  48. 

/'«/tf«^  the  emperor  Jofeph  II.  vifits  thai  country,  in  Company  with  general  Loudon, 

274.    The  emprefs  of  Roffia  determines  to  place  one  of  her  dependents  on  the 

thrpne,  273.  Sends  a  body  of  Ruffians  thither,  and  overawes  the  deliberations^ 

-  274.     Cammotions  in  that  unhappy  country,  606,  607.     Catharine  II.  feiaes 

'     OB  a  large  portion  of  territory,  under  pretext  of  adjufling limits,  609.    Difputea 

about  the  Dii&dents,  6x0,  6ii»     Account  of  the  confederation  of  Bar,  6r3. 

Bold  aAi(Ni  on  the  part  of  the  confederates,  614.     Firfi  partition  of  the  terri- 

tories.of  the  repubiic  by  Auftria,  Ruilia,  and  Proflia,  6x4.     National  reyoJt  ia 

ftvour  of  liberty,  617.     The  Poles  once  more  fly  to  arms,  under  Kofciuiko, 

620/     The  cities  of  Warfaw  and  Craeow  declare  themfeWes,  62«.    Fatal 

battle  of  MaciejoTitch,  623*     Abdication  of  Staniflaus,  624. 

PtnSebtrry,  taken  in  confeqoence  of  the'fuggei^iona  of  Sir  William  James,  54* 

FreceJIift,  defcription  of  the  ^rand  one,  at  the  interment  of  Hoche,  581. 

^rottftantt,  the  Irljh,  excluded  by  their  Catholic  brethren  from  aU  the  o£ces  of  ftatCf 
and  even  from  fome  of  the  profeifions,  461. 

$lu\btfn,  an  account  of  the  difaftrous  affair  at,  5(8^  5^, 

R 

Rabhins,  a  whimfical  conteft  between  one,  and  the  Abbe  Barthelemy,  z8i,    . 

S  •  ' 

Sar^eldi  Ladyt  becomes  the  wife  of  the  Baron  de  Newhoff,  known  aftei«vards  by  the 

name  of  Theodore,  and  title  of  king  of  Corfic*,  S* 
Sbakfpiant  a  German  frolick  in  honour  of  his  birth-day,  120. 
Silhf  the  cultivation  of  in  Pruffia,  encouraged  by  the  Count  de  Hertaberg,  242. 

Premiums  beftowed  5y  him  for  this  purpefe,  243, 
Stanijlaus  Auguftut,  king  •/ Foland,  an  accounfof  his  family,  595.     His  education 

is  fnperintendcd  by  his  mother,  597.  "  Sets  out  on  his  travels,  598.     Is 

introduced  to  the  court  of  St,  Peter iburgh,  lb.    Keccivcs  the  order  of^the 


1II0E3C 

Wutp  Sigles  lad  if  •ppofoted  miaifter  from  PoSand^  599.  It  4i%bmc4«  ^if 
Becomes « f indicate  Air.the  cmra,  6o4«  It  protefted  by  tiic ciDfMfs^  605. 
|t  cfowae4  kui|,  608.  O»avofet»  aa  exCrMrdintry  diet^  6ii.  Is  catxied  off 
from  hit  capital,  614.  Tha  firft  pa^lition  of  Pidind^  ib.  The  kmf  pte«cit 
a|&kft  ity  61^.  Defeermiaet  to  yield  to  circainftaiicet«  617.  It  teulfiu 
into  fttbipiAoiia  619.  It  forced  to  retin  from  Warfaw,  aod  repain  to  St. 
Petedbur^,  624*    Perfon  and  chara£kery  615. 

i^ 

Ttmp^f  Ladjf  taket  eompafltOD  oa  Daniel  DaHMr,  x^6. 

J2€ti»r<-Sr^^^<%  king  of  CorAca»  hit  defcent  and  binhy  z.  Is  pacronifed  by  tbt 
Ducbefs  q(  Orleans,  5.  Joint  the  army  commanded  by  Charles  XII^  4. 
Accompanies  the  Baron  de  Gortx  iocs  Sweden^  5*  Repairt  tn  Madrid,  aai 
.  maniet  an  Iriih  Udy,  ib.  Returut  to  France,  whence  he  fets  out  for  Florence, 
snd  it  employed  by  the  empefor»  ib*  Releaiet  the  Corfican  deputies  fras 
pnfon,  10.  Hat  an  interview  with  the  malecontentt,  ib.  |t  offered  th*  cxo(«n 
^y  them,  1  u  Determipet  to  folicit  fowif n  fqccoor,  sad  embarks  for  Ro- 
dofto^  u*  The  Bey  of  Tonit  is  ordered  to  affift  him,  24.  He  arrires  it 
Akriaon  board  a  Ihip  of  war>  15.  Is  reccired  at  a  deliverer,  and  croanied 
king  of  Corfica  and  Capraja,  ib«  An  account  of  hit  fubjeds,  ib«  Hia  pU^ 
•f  reform,  x(«  Inftitnut  an  order  of  Chivalry,  17.  Pubtiftet  s  counter' 
laanifefto,  ia  reply  to  ths.Genoefe,  1^  A  plot  formed  againft  hit  2ife,  jg, 
fh^  peop)e  becoine  difeontente^  ii|  confeqiience  of  the  intriguet  of  t|ae  prieftt, 
^;  lie  ds(e^iaes  to  ^uit  the  illand,  20.  Coavoket  the  ibtes,  and  takes  hit 
leave  in  an  eloqacnt  fpeech,  lb.  Nominates  a  coancll  of  rcgepcy,  2.1.  Re^ 
'pairs  to  Conftantinople,  ib.  Is  reported  pa  have  fled  to  {jivonia,  as.  Appears 
in  London,  contract  debts,  aad  is  fenf  to  the  Ring's  Bench,  ib.  Receives 
lelief  from  feveial  perfont  of  quality,  :(j.  Renounc^t  the  kingdom  df  Qarfica 
for  the  benefit  cf  hit  creditors,  24.  3oIiciu  relief  .by  an  advcrtiicsMnt^  26. 
.  Repairs  Dtom  the  li^jertiet  of  the  Fleet  to  aa  obfcure  lodging  ia  Weftminfler| 
where  he  diet,  and  it  hvfntd  at  the  ei^pence  of  an  oilman,  ib*  His  epitaph, 
28.    An  account  of  hit  perfpn,  ib. 

Tmrixf  fttf  at  the  inftigatbft  of  the  Count  ^  Ronneval  aflift  the  Baron  dc  Ne«bo/f 
in  his  ^pfignt  «a  Cornea,  ly 

XfmMf  poetJCil,  a  finf  uljp  end  unfortunate  one,  xij^, 

VtndMn  Waty  put  an  end  tOi  by  Hoche,  571. 

^cim.  Rev,  Htmy^  hit  birth  aad  cdueatiua,  254.    flit  extraordinaty  ^  as  ^ 

preacher,  156.    Lift  of  his  publicationt,  257. 
fWvey,  LW,  appointt  Mr.  Burke  hit  nominee  for  the  boivugh  of  Wendover^  46S. 

H^ar  I  in  this  (cieace  nearly  every  thing  depends  on  the  geniut  of  a  comaundcr,  57. 

fTarrtKttf  gemrml  \  the  nation  indebted  fot  their  aboBtsott  m  Mr.  WiHcef,  551.    ^ 

^ater^  the  n^^m  of,  afcertained  by  Lavoifier,  107. 

JtHnggipHf  modem,  oftea  fiifpiciout,  5i9. 

mths,  Jobm,  a  native  of  London,  ^19.  It  ieat  lo  i^ody  ^  |<eyden,  520*  On  his 
return,  marries,  and  fettks  at  Ayleibury,  ib.  The  commeaceoieBt  of  hit 
political  career,  521.  PubUihet  the  North  Briton,  fas.  Fiffits  l^or^  Talbot^ 
5a3«    Is  illegally  armfled  aad  feat  to  the  lower,  524.    It  dMScbaifed  by  chief 


IKIJEX. 

ft^ditt  to  l^arift  \h,  li  expeUed  tht  commoaty  J30.  Proceediogi  agunA 
iiim  in  the  Hoiife  of  Petn,  jb.  Spdidt  the  kiag't  birth-day  in  Fnnce,  53ft* 
.Enten  into  a  correfpondence  with  tt^e  pnkt  of  Grafton,  533.  Retttrot  to 
England,  and  makes  an  loeffeAual  ap|ieftl  to  the  kiJig't  ciniiency,  534*  Be- 
comes a  candidate  to  reprefent  the  city  of  London,  and  fails,  ib.  Is  ele^d 
for  Middlefex,  535.  Imprifooed  and  finedi  ib.  Brings  an  adion  againft  the 
Secietary  of  Suce,  537.  Becomea  an  alderman  of  London,  lb.  Is  defied 
SherifF,  and  Lord  Mayor,  53S.  Is  a  friend  to  reform,  539*  A  Tiolent  eneiriy 
to  the  American  war^  543.  Beoomca  Chamberlain,  544.  Retires  from  par- 
liament, 545*  Account  of  his  Tilh  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  ib.  Acoount  of  hit 
pcffon,  549.  Lift  of  his  works,  550.  CharaSer,  55!,  552. 
PfWlfiotueraftf  Mary,  an  account  of  her  family,  412.  Gives  early  indications  of  a 
feefing  and  Ttgorous  Inind,  413.  Removes  to  Wales,  414.  Then  to  Waltham* 
Green  near  Falbam,  and  afterwards  to  Kewington-Green^  4x5.  Becomes 
acquainted  with  Dr.  Price,  416.  'fakes  a  voyage  to  Portugal,  417.  Soon 
after  her  return  publiikes  a  work  on  education,  418.  Enters  into  the  funily 
of  Lord  Kinglboroogh,  ib.  Returns  to  London,  and  lives  by  her  pen,  4x9* 
Writes  In  the  Analytical  Review,  420.  Publiihet  an  anfwer  to  Mr.  Borke^ 
421.  Repairt  to  France^  424.  Becomes*  acquainted  with  Mr.  Imlay,  425* 
Retnrns  to  London,  436.  Sets  out  for  Norway,  439.  Determinet  to  commit 
luicidcf  44S.    Becomes  united  to  Mr.  Godwin,  454.    Dies  in  child-bed,  457. 

—     ■        ■  I      •  ^  sag 

SRRAtAi 

Page      a,  in  the  ^«i«,  for  C^herj  read  Cbrfi* 

^4,  fine  from  bottom,  for  mgUmtenitf  read  wudeeomttitu 
19,  — ^    4  from  bottom,  for  AlhamgHgf  read  Alhanumt* 
5a,  -«  13  from  bottom,  for  tfisaw,  lead  mBiioiu 
56,  -^    3  from  top,  for  tbtfe^  read  tbefi, 

65,  —•    9  from  top,  for  luAy  enough  to  repair  h,  read  Itafy  entugb  U  efie^e  /«. 

66,  -*  13  frvm  bottom,  fot  tan  Moqy ,  read  run  amfay, 
70,  -^  XX  from  top,  for  SdUia^  read  SUeJSd. 

79,  —    2  from  bottom,  for  gf  Bpbemereday  read  Epbemeridu, 
t  x#,  —    tfati^  for  praSiee  m  afbyfitMitt  read  fframft  as  aphgftwu 
118,-^    3  from  top,  for  bumbter^  read  htmlU, 
'    1 19,  —  .  i  hwa  bottom,  for  iM  f  imw,  read  tomnid, 
I38,  «•     6  from  bottom,  for  iti/ubtrdinate,  read  afihtrdkiafi, 
159,  -^  14  from  ^p,  for  Sr  greater f  read  ar  in  grtater, 
1939  "^  >i  ^">  bottom  for  manufript  cataUgue^  nad  prhted  cataUgui. 
SI3,  '■^     3  from  top,  for  Mn  read  heing. 
fti2,  «—     3  from  bottom,  deli  the  fecond  long, 

12  j,  —  14  from  top,  for  nfvereujeyed  m,  read  never  ei^eyedthe  bemjitefany, 
265,  —  12  from  bottom,  for  mudsr  xteA  murder, 
274t  -*  16  from  bottom,  foKfyfrage  tteA  Juffragtt, 
«-    —    9  from  bottom,  for  ddotatwie  read  defJutitH, 
ft94,  *—     9  from  bottom,  for  deftinuiy  read  d^ify.  • 

-»     —    6  from  bottom,  for  hrows  read  hrew% 
48$,  —     1  from  top,  fotmuarity  read  mim/lry, 
489,  -^     5  from  bottom^  for  he  at  kagtb  nenf  enaUtd^  read  be  vroi  mm/  at 

ieagth  enabled, 
5351  *•    9  from  copy  for  a  Capias  Ultegatanh  read  a  Cafioi  Uthgatmn^ 
553,  •—  IX  from  top,  for  a  i^filer,  read  an  ^er» 
56af  —^13  from  top,  for  Ldudettf  read  Loudon. 
j64»  —    7  from  bottom*  for  fall  bachttardt  read  faffbacJL 
568f  "-*    laft,  for  at  Itttgth  raacbing,  read  at  length  reached* 
572,  '^    Kote,  for  grandtmeafrreti  read  grands  mejuru, 
578,  m^  20  from  top,  for  encapedy  read  encamped. 
607,  —  I^  frtmi  top,  for  fimfcvnfSffft,  retd  malecon^infs. 
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Tkies,  and  with  Fic  Similes  of  the  Hand-writings  of  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr.  WaJt>u^} 

WALPOLIANA, 

Confiding  of  Bon  MotSy  Apophthegms,  Obfcrvaticns  on  Life  and  Literature^  with  £x> 

traAs  from  Original  Letters  of  the  bte 

HO:iACE  WALPOLE,  EARL  OF  ORPORD. 

Thcfe  Volumes  arc  the  Produ6lion  of  a  Gentleman  for  many  years  in  habits  of  Ir.t'.- 
macy  Mvith  Mr.  VVaipole.  1  he  articks  are  none  of  them  feleded  fiom  puUifhed  \Vr,rks, 
but  are  paitly  diawn  up  from  a  CoMe£lioo  of  Bon  Mots,  &c.  in  his  own  band-writic^; 
partly  from  Anecdotes  written  down  w.th  his  approbation,  after  long  converfatiuns,  in 
which  he  would  difplay  thofe  treafurcs  of  Anecdote  with  which  his  Rank,  Wir,  ?jji 
Opportunities  had  rrpltnifhcd  his  meraoiy;  and  partly  from  his  oitginal  Letters  to  ihe 
Compilery  on  Subje^  of  Tafte  and  Literature. 

Prefixtd  is  a  Lift  of  tJu  Earl  of  Orford, 


IL     In  one  very  largt  Volume  0£tavo,  Price  Half  a  Guinea^ 

THE  UNIVERSAL  BIOGRAPHICAL   AND   HISTO- 
RICAL DICTIONARY, 

Of  all  Ages  and  Countries,  and  conta  ninp  FIVE  HUNDRED  NAMES  more  tbn 
are  contained  in  the  General  Biographical  Dictionary  in  Eftcen  Volumes,  or  in  any 
other  Biographic4iI  Work  extant  m  any  Language. 

By  the  Rev.  JOHN  WATKINS,  LL.D. 

III.    BIOGRAPHICAL   MWVIOIRS  OF  TWO  HUX- 

DRED  of  the  FOUNDERS  of  the  Fi^ENCH  REPUBLIC,  and  of  other  Perfons 
the  moll  '   Ungiii/hid  in  thePtogrefs  of  the  Revolution. 
A  New  Edition,  correded  and  revifed,  in  two  Volumes  duodedmoiL  Frke  ios.'in'Boardi. 

,  ■  •*  -^ 

IV.     A  Second  Edition,  revifed  ai^d  coitcded,  price,  4s.  6d.  bound,  wirh  the  ufual  al- 
lowance to  Schools,  cmbcllilh<d  with  a  beautiful  Froniifpiccc  and  with  Portraits, 

-THE  BRITISH  NEPOS;  OR,  MIRROR  OF  YOUTH : 

Being  fcledl  Lives  of  ilhaftnoiis  Britons,  who  have  been  dillingui(hed  by  their  vituc?, 
talents,  or  remarkable  progicfs  in  life,  with  incidental  and  praAical  refledUons.  Writrcn 
purpofcly  for  the  ufe  of  Schools,  and  carefully  adapted  to  the  (ituations  and  capacities  of 
Youth. 

Fy  WILLIAM  MAVOR,  LL.D. 

Vicar  of  Hurley,  JB<rhJhirey  and  CIiapl^H  io  the  Eaii  of  Dumfr'itt, 
V.     Alfo  by  the  fame  Author,  in  one  Volume  l2mo.  price  4s.  6d.  bound, 

NATURAL  HISTORY,  for  the  Ufe  of  Schools ; 

Founded  on  the  Linnaean  Arrangement  of  Animals;  with  popular  defcriprions  in  the 
mariner  of  Goldfraith  and  Buffon.  I  Had  rated  by  Forty-six  accurate  Engrawcg., 
reprefenti ng  O n  e  H  u  n  d  r  e  d  and  F 1 F  7  7  of  the  moft  curious  Objcas. 

-VI.  A  COMPELTE  AND  FAITHFUL  ACCOUNT  OF  NORTH  AMERICA. 
In  Two  large  Volumes  Quarto,   price  2I.  14s.  in  boards,  with  Maps,  Tables,  &c. 

TRAVELS  through  the  UNITED  STAl'ES  OF  NORTH 

AMERICA,  the  COUNTRY  of  the  IROQUOIS,  and  UPRER  CANADA,  in  the 
Years  l795>.>756>  and  >797  5  jpithan  Authentic  Account  of  LOWER  CANADA. 
By  the  DUKE  DE  LA  ROGHEFOUCAULT  LIANCOURT. 
Either  Volume  may  he  hadftparaie,  ^ 


Frinttd  hj  T.  £ml^,  Mt  Cuirt,  fUu  Strtity  UiuUa, 


v:  ^ 


y.?  i^  '^i 


